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Part Three: Retaliations, Conquest and Revenge

The Brigade Headquarters decided to raze Koniuohy
the ground to set an example to others. @neninga
hundred and twent ysetwfin t he best
the direction of the village. There were ab&0tlews
among t he mrwasndthodeavamydne alive
€ With torches prepared in advandbe partisans
burnedthe houses, stables, and granariebjle opening
heavyf i r e on t TFhemidsionas eospleteé
within a short while. Sixty households, numbering about
300people,were destroyedyith no survivors.
Chaim Lazar

Immediately after the return of the Red Army to
Lithuania, there was very close collaboration between
the Jews and the Soviets, considered by the Holocaust

survivors as their savior. Moscow trusted flevish
survivors more than those who had been-anti
Communistsbefore the war; more than the Lithuanians
who wereCommunists in the past but behawed
a doubtful wayunder the Nazis.
Aba Gefen

German Measures to CurtaiContactsand Poison Relation8etween Poles and Jews

The notion thaPolestreated Jews witendemic hostity andtook every opportunity to strike at thefor
racial or religiougeasonss a stereotypepromoted by ethnonationalistiathas little basis in facBy and
large, rehtions between Jews and Poles in the countrysiderhdidionally been peaceful and were not
marred by the type of incidents that occurred from time to time in cities and tdw&mamerous German
reports and Jewish testimonies confirm, thiglatively faourable situation prevailed in the
Generalgouverementduring the first years of the occupatidh.is to this initial period of the German

occupation of Poland that the rescue of Jew&/é@stern Europshould be compareldf at all, andcertainly

! Therewere no specific laws penalizing ndews who helped Jews in Gerrmaecupied France, Belgium, Denmark or
Italy. Therefore, the risk of punishment was negligible, as arbitrary acts carried out by the Germans beyond legislative
norms for such activities wemare. In the Netherlands, where conditions were the harshest, if Gentiles who helped

Jews were punished, usually shaim (up tosixmont hs) fAprotective custodyo was i mpo

defiance of orders by policemen, were sent to cond@&rireaamps(On May 9, 1943, 1,604 Gentiles were incarcerated

for helping Jews; slightly more than a year later, the number had increased to h983dny cases, however, those

who were caught harbouring Jews, even repeatedly, were left at libertystarstidd portion of the rescue activities in

France, Belgium and the Netherlands was paid, in other words, the Jews themselves had to absorb the costs of those
services. In Belgium, for example, the Jewish-kelp organizatofCo mi t ® de D ®rhisedtugesdmsef Jui f s
money, most of it from individual Jews and Jewish groups, and paid thousands of rescuers generous monthly stipends
of 300 500 Belgian francs per charge. Only very small numbers of people were actively engaged in helping Jews and
not the population at large. (The population of the Netherlands arounednillion in 1942, and that of Belgium was

around 8,400,000 in 1939The notion that rescue was a socially acceptable norm in Western Europe is simply belied

by many factorsThe extent bdenunciations and betrayal was significant. Of the estimated 28,000 Jews who tried to
evade capture in the Netherlands, at least 12,000 were caughtpfirthetm betrayed or hunted down by Dutch
collaborators. (While the number of Jewish survivors, axiprately 16,000, is known, the number of Jews who went

into hiding and those who were caught could have been several thousand higher in each category.) Of the 30,000 Jews



who hid inside Belgium after the deportations, 8,240 were arrested, agaily lbbegause of denunciations. &Dutch
police, like the French police, played a central role in the deportation of Jews. Thespeasally true in the smaller
cities and villages, where the German police were usually not involved in the deportasiom$ ars, nnety percent

of the Amsterdam police reportedly cooperated with the raysj] and a German occupation official (Lages, head of

the Security Police and SD in Amsterdam) proclaimed after
practcal 'y i mpossible to seize even ten percent of Dutch Jewr
and the Rat e oHolochestnandsGenoSde Studies).20 noo3 (Winter 2006): 47499; Bob Moore

Victims and Survivors: The aPersecution of the Jews in the Netherlands 19885 (London: Arnold; New York:

St . Mar tinds, Sumiwrs:)JewisiBIelielp M dReseue in Na@iccupied Western Eurod®©xford

and New York: Oxford University Press, 2010), chaptérs35m s s i m; Pim Griffiodawishand Ron Ze
Policy and Organization of the Deportations in France and the Netherland$,1194D4 : A Comparative St

Holocaust and Genocide Studies]. 20, no. 3 (Winter 2006): 4873. Conditionsin Norway, with apopulation of 3
million in 1942 including about 1,800 Jews, vedso very precariousdundreds of Norwegian police took part in raids
to capture Jews in the fall of 1942, thus ensuring their deportation to the German death camps. (Of the 761 Jews who
were deported, only 24 returned.) The survival of the Jews depended on their abikgcto neighbouring neutral
Sweden (about 1,008ucceeeded in doing ,stwo were killed and robbed by smugglersnd the smuggling services
provided by Norwegians couriersere usually paid for by the Jews themseh@sly about forty Jews actually
survived in hiding inside the country. See Raul Hilbdrge Destruction of the European Jewsjrd edition (New
Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2003), vol. 2,884 Sl S. FriedmanA History of the Holocaust
(London and Portland, Oregon: Vallentine Mitchell, 2004), 829, Moore, Survivors,chapter 4. In the German
occupied British Channel Islandshich washome to only a haridl of Jews, local officials even regised individuals
who were not legally speaking Jewish, and then handed dlver to the Gestapo. Most of these Jews later died in
concentration or death camps. -rahking govednmeng police and bueaudraticp or t ant
officials in Jersey and Guernsey participated wholeheartedly and almost without question in the persecution of resident
Jews and in the programme of Aryanization aimed at the exclusion of Jewish economic and business interests. They did
not protest. They did not invekunderlying principles of British justice or of basic humanity. Instead they not only
complied with German commands, but they frequently took the initiative in seeking out Jewish individuals or Jewish
businesses for the sole purpose of applying NaziilsghhntiSemitism as fully as possiblé. The entire legal, police
and bureaucratic machinery of the Channel Islands actively assisted in the implementation of Mnigictiegal
norms and pract i cEhe Jews oStbeeChdhrel|slatasdrtiie Rsle of Law, 1980 9 4 5 : 60Quite
contrary to the pr(Brigtonpnd Bostland:fSusgek AcadensidPregsu20a0). ¢ e 6

Comparisons to Denmark, which even by Western European experiences was entirely exceptional, are virtually
meanngless. Denmark a country of 3,900,000 in 1942 including 7,800 Jewsa S Nazi Ger manyo0s fi mo
protectorate. o Denmark surrendered without virtually any
6,000recruits for the WaddeB8Sto supporthe German war effort. Following the invasion, Denmark was occupied by
a single German infantry division and even that division was withdrawn in May 1940 to participate in the campaign
against France and the Low Countries. Allowed to retain its king, tnyinisarliament, political parties, army, and
police forces, Denmark was supervised by eidiy German civilian officials and an additional 130 employees. The
Germans interfered very little in its internal affairs, and remarkably the standard ofdotirgly improved during the
war. Damage to property and loss of lives was minimal (perhaps several thousand civilians were killed during the entire
war), so unlikewhat the citizens of unoccupied Britain endured. Until the fall of 1943 Danish Jews vweotested.
The much laudedvacuatiorof the Jewish population was in fact orchestrated by the Germans and posed virtually no
risk for the Danesvho took part in the operatio§S general Dr. Werner Best, the German in charge in Denmark, gave
afreehandteor g Ferdinand Duckwitz, the marti me attach® at the
was necessary to derail the planned deportation of the Jews. Duckwitz flew to Sweden, where he secretly met with
President Per Albin Hannson, who assured thiat, should the action against the Danish Jews take place, Sweden
would in principle be ready to admit them. When the reupdf Jews was about to begin, Duckwitz made his way
back to Sweden to alert the Swedish government to be ready to admit theg fleeis. The local German naval
command warned the Danish underground of the impending fate of the Jews, disabled the German harbour patrol, and
turned a blind eye to the rescue operation. The Jews who were transported to Sweden by Danish boatmevedere allo
entry. Since the rescue operation took place with the collusion of the local German naval command, there were no
casualties either among the Jews or among the boatmen. No Dane faced punishment from the Germans for taking part
in this operation. While amy Danes provided Jews with shtetm assistance until they could make arrangements to
leave Denmark, the Jews were expected to pay for their transportation out of the country. During the initial stages of
the rescue operation, only wétl-do Danish Jew could afford the short passage to Sweden. Private boatmen (mostly
fishermen) set their own price and the costs were prohibitive, ranging from 1,000 to 10,000 kroner per person ($160 to
$1600 U.S. in the currency of that period). The boat owners corgitterse hefty payments as a form of guarantee of
indemnity for any loss of or damage to their boats. Afterwards, when organized Danish rescue groups stepped in to
coordinate the flight and to collect funds, the average price per person fell to 2,00@rab8Q@hkroner. The total cost
of the rescue operation was about 12 million kroner, of which the Jews paid about 7 million kroner, including a
750,000 kroner loan which the Jews had to repay after theSeaRaul Hilberg, The Destruction of the European



not to later periods when the Germans imposed a death penalty in Poland for any assistance rendered to
Jews.
During the first eastward flightsf Jews in September 193@ns of thousands of Christians took them in
and fed them without chargeA Jewish docto , who was part of a group of Jeyv
recalled: fiThe peasants let us sleep in th&Ar barns,

similar situation prevailed when Jews fled to the countryside by the thousands to eseaytéons and

Jews, Third edition (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 20@8)2, 5899 9 ; Gunnar S. Paul sson
6Bridge over the Tresunddé: The Histo®iowpiaedybDammarhlke, Expul
of Contemporary Historyyol. 30 (1995): 4316 4 ; Deb:-rah Dwor k a Halocatst B élistary Jan van |
(New York and London: W.W. Norton & Company, 2002), 153; Mordecai Paltlied, Righteous Among the Nations

(Jerusalem: Yad Vashem; New York: Collins, 2007),i1@®; Leni Yahil, The Rescue of Danish Jewry: Test of a
Democracy(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1969),i @61269. Many Jews trying to leave

Denmark were turned back by greedy Danish boatmethe initial stagesand antiJewish comments were heard

frequently in Denmark at that time. Not only were Danish fishermen not prepared to risk their lives, they were also not

prepared to risk their boats. A member of the Danish resistance explains why the entire undertaking was so costly:

AAnot her mnegmoulpeargil &few a fisherman who had moved his boat to Copenhagen and she went down to

see him and asked him if he would approach his colleagues and try to help because we wanted boats to transport the

Jews across the Sound. His answer was yes, duwtould have to guarantee new boats in case we were caught by the

police or the Germans and | o bldocaush urviboogddstport,0CorBecteut&d e Emi |y T
London: Greenwood Press, 2007), vol. 1, 181,12%6 Smith, Forgotten Voies of the Holocaustl96. That the

boatmen were gouging the Jews is beyond question: Jewish organizations were able to bring Bundists fleeing from the

Soviet Union in 1940, from WilngVilnius) to the United States via Vladivostok and Yokohama, for $518p&iS

person. See Daniel BlatmaRor Our Freedom and Yours: The Jewish Labour Bund in Poland,11939 (London

and Portland, Oregon: Vallentine Mitchell, 2003), 28 S o f i e Nothingeo Penk di: $Vartime Experiences

of the Danish Jews 1948945( Copenhagen: Dani sh Jewish Museum, 2011) make:
that money was the hinge on which the whole escape apparat
and their boats and ensure there were enough of them. iEeewars based on supply and demand. Some fishermen

earned a fortune at the Jewsd expense. The average price v
50,000 kroner, but an average of 10,000 kroner for a family of four people. The montlelyoragskilled worker in

1943 was 414 kroner. However, in the case of Denmark, charging these exorbitant amounts has been justified. We are

told that the demands for payment must be viewed in relation the danger of the crossing, the risks of losossheir

which would bring a loss of earnings, and the ability to support their families, as well as the possibilities of arrest.

However, there were no Germans policing the strait between Denmark and Sweden during October 1943, and not a

single boat with Jeish refugees was captured at sea by the Germdtheugh the hunt for Jews who remained behind

after the evacuation lasted only three weeks and was not carried out with any severity, some 120 Danish Jews were

betrayed. Some 600 Jews who had taken retum the loft of the Gilleleje church were captured by the Germans after

being tipped off by Danish informants. Only about 100 Jews survived in hiding with the local population inside
Denmark.According tohi st ori an Vil hjal mur ¥rQenteVforlHolpcaustrasdsGemocide f t he Da
Studies, Danish officials voluntarily handed over at least 132 Jews to the Germans between 1940 and 1944 and later

tried to alter documents to make it look as if they had acted under German orders. (Those samerasféctals

prominent positions in the police force and the legal system after the war.) On their return to Denmark after the war,

many Jews found that their property and belongings had been sold to finance their rescue and mételith dind

oppositionfrom Danes who had taken over Jewish businesses. See Poul Borscheaitiistory of the JewdNew

York: Simon and Schuster, 1956), vol. 5, 57.

2 See, for example, Ruta Sakowska, édghiwum Ringelbluma: Konspiracyjne Archiwum Getta Warszawskiego,

2: Dziecd tajne nauczanie vgetcie warszawskifh Wa r s a w: tydowski I-B) 8000y, t4@Havi Hi st or yczr
BenSasson,Jefiwioslhi skhel ati ons during the Holocaust: A Changing
Annamaria OrlaBukowska, eds.Rethirking Poles and Jews: Troubled Past, Brighter Fut(itanham, Maryland:

Rowman & Littlefield, 2007), 8@97. BenSassonpoints outthat the initial more objective portrayal of Poles in

Holocaust accounts later gave way to negative stereotypes.

3 Edward Reiber,Country of Ash: A Jewish Doctor in Polarkf39 1945(New York: Bellevue Literary Press, 2013),
30.



roundupsin later monthd Onememberof a group of éur young Jewish men who set out from G§tfi k a

west ward t qutinatelysn véryeodlled:

In order to hide from the Germans, we went through the Czef@anr [ Cz erRomsi.yn B - r ]
the forest, we met many escaping soldiers. We saw corpses of people and horses lying everywhere,
and heard the croaking of the ravens swooping down over our heads.

In the afternoon, we reached the village of PuchaRu ¢ hVde@tayjed witta farmer woman,
who was alone in her house because her husband had been drafted into the army. She was glad to
put us up for the night. Shkeoked potatoes with onions for us. She knew that we were Jews and,
therefore, di d n o tleft, ué go stuck watsthe pther &nd of ée \illage.]The
farmers advised us not to leave, because the Germans were attacking in the vicinity. A goodhearted
farmer let us in to his granary. We stayed there that night, during which the thunder of the bombing
and slelling of the area did not stopn the morning, we learned that the nearby village of Gac
[ Gawaj shelled during the night and that many people were injured or killed, among them Jews
who had fled Lomzg G o migeaise of the bombirig.

Irena Bakowskathen a teenager, was part of a group of six Jews smuggleaf Warsaw to the

countryside:

We entered into a single train compartment occupied al
greeted in a friendly manner, and the man sitting by himself moved an sat with his four

companions. €é The conductor, a Christian Pole, entered
uncovered our armbands to identify ourselves. | watched the reaction of the Christian Polish

passengers with great apprehension. ut. tBe attitude of the Christian passengers was sympathetic

and not at all hostile. They started talking with us, and urged us to throw away our armbands and our

Jewi sh identity. € Those five people sdeowmed truly to ca
again that | could be saved and survive as a Pole. They persuaded me that all Poles did not hate us,

did not wish us to perish. o

4 When Jewish men were orderbyg the Germanso report in Chg nfi Aew hundred Jews left for the surrounding

shtetlekhand villages in order to hear from afar what the Germans had done with the Jews at the market. Hundreds of

Jews hid with Christian acquaintances, or hid in closed up cellars, in stalls and aippeat at the market on th&df

Decembef 1939] . 0 See fTalzwearSlIKahgmt er of t he JeQ@ommemaratidhel m, 0 i n
Book Chelm, Internet: <http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/chelm/chelm.htmltranslation of Yiskerbukh Chelm

(Johanesburg: Former Residents of Chelm, 1954), 508. When the Germans carried outpowidews indr § - w

near Ostrowiec SsSwindtokrzyski, Aifew were successful. Usual
vill age, l ocal Jews had run i nt o tDeanErcyclepediasof Campsandd wi t h t |
Ghettos, 19331945 vol. 2, Part A,334.

5ehuda Chamiel, i On t h ¥itzcBak ivm, &d. Bodk oftKbh#éat O$toolerka: &izksr Boolkof i n
the Jewish Community of Ostrolenfdal Aviv: Irgun Yotzei Ostrolenka in Israel, 200341

Slrena BakowskalNotAlWas Lost: A Young iWeleiingsios, OMarim &drijan, 19980 B2
44,



Such spontaneous assistance and concern extended to complete strangers should not be taken for granted.
Jews expelledo Warsawfrom the smallsurroundingtownsleft scathing reportsegardingtheir shameful
treatmenby the Jewish population of Warsd\&@imilar reports can be found about Jews in other cities who

were unwillingto help fellow Jews on the rdn(Christiansin Western Europe did nancounteriarge

groups of Jewgoing doorto-doorbegging for foodn a regular basiso their track record is unprovgn.

Jews who were forced to leave their homes often had to survive by turning to Christians for support. A

Jew who was expelled from his mhdviareh 1940mecalledhowWi | czyn n
bartering soon gave way to beggiingm impoverished PolessJewsventured intdhe countryside
The wagons traveled in a single file in one long xcolumn, aligeaight to the Poles who st in
the streets of the villages we passed, curiously watchingettdtess wagon train go by. After
traveling about thirty miles, we came to the small t
renamed Hi n tmethelsquargwe éerd-taken to homes previously inhabited by Polish
families. Some were empty, but some were still occupid family was taken with three other
families and putintoatwo oom house. é the Germans had gathered abo
from cities across theregidn ncl udi ng Wil czyn, Kl eczew,d Mogi l no, Sl esi
and squeezed us into this ghetto. We were told we coul
city boundaries. é
Families were given food for a weetnaybe two In order to get more, we had to go into town
and barter with the Polish people. And so we did. At times we fought among ourselves, stealing
food from each other in order to eat. The few valuabl e

When we had nbing left to trade, we were forced to beg and steal.

By November 1940, we were starving, and my father decided to risk leaving the ghetto to find
food. He hired a Polish man with a horse and wagon to take him to the countryside around Wilczyn,
where hehad Polish friends. | often accompanied himing door to door, asking for food, and we
felt like beggars, stripped of our dignity. We gladly took what they gadeaufew loaves of bread,

a few pounds ofice and potatoes.

" Magdalena Siek, edArchiwum Ringelbluma: Konspiracyjne Archiwum Getta Warszawskieglo,8: Tereny

wci el one do RzeszyPr uGkyr nZga ckhzoedsnzi ye , GdraeCEsekn ¢ jWa r siaevc h & ry @ w wis & i

Instytut Historyczny im. Emanuela Ringelbluma, 2012); %6 212; Magdalena Siek, edrchiwum Ringelbluma:
Konspiracyjne Archiwum Getta Miszawskiegoyol. 9: Tereny wcielone do Rzeszy: Kraj Waftya r s a w: tydowsKki
Instytut Historyczny imEmanuela Ringelbluma, 2012), 44. On the other hand, many reports attest to the helpfulness of

Jews in small towns and of Polish villagers.

8 After escajng from the Janowska concentration caimfDecember 194and making his way back to the ghetto in
Lw- w, Wi | | wemtnfronKplaeentd pdace in thghetto trying to find a plac® spend the night. People were

(

afraid to take him in. He was fortunatecoen gh t o find a cousin of his motherds who

mean great danger for him. See the Oral History Interview with Wilkam@nig,datedNovember 10, 1987hoenix
Holocaust Survivoi® Association in affiliation with the Cline Librgrof Northern Arizona Universitynternet:
<http://collections.ushmm.org/oh_findingaids/fB.060.0026_sum_en.pdf>.



| will never forget one migable, cold and rainy day, trudging throutje slush and snow on our
way back to Zag-r - w. é We brought back enough food to

We were taking a great risk by leaving Zag-r-w. We wou

After Dbeing sent to a | abour c HowpvercewerRidfeiverdevs t he f o
risked venturing and Poles became more reluctant to extend help because of the harsh retaliations meted

out by the Germans. But no one turned theistelweggars over to the Germans.

The SS lived in a nearby city and went home at night. Once we realized this, we came up with a

scheme to bring in more food. é Every night two boys w
MNt wy , knock o nf odroofrsoda.ndé blen the beginning, things we
shocked to see @sstarving, dirty boys at their doors and they were generous, offering potatoes,

little meat, whatever they had. For many weeks, we gathered scraps of food and sharteithét. B

Polish people began | earning about the campébds existenc
be caught. Many no |l onger gave us food, but we didnodt
soul here or there who would risk helping us. &

One night | was chosen to go with a boy I had known fr

on doors, and most people said no or were too afraid to come to theAdfsev actually started
kissing us and calling is poor dears and lost souls. It was a good mighhad a nice bundle of

food from about fifteen homes and we wanted to get badidivvy it up™®

Up until at least1942, when the Germarssarted to enforce with more frequency tteath penalty for
assisting Jews, thousands of Jews foiemdporaryrefuge with Polish farmerand were tien employed as
farmhandsThousands oflews, very ofterchildren went begging doeto-door and received handouts of
food from Poles! After escaping from the Warsaw ghetto in July 194dthout interference from the
Polish police standing guard outside the ghetto walsyearold Szlama Jakubowicand hisolder brother
made their way to their hometovari SochaczewAlong the way, lheyreceived assistance from a number
of farmers whom they tusd to for food and lodgig. They were greeted warmly by their former
neighbours in Sochaczew, and then wandered in the vicinity begging for hafrdoutermersuntil they
found jobs as farmhandm two different farmsSeveralother Jewish boys were working as farmhands in
that particular village. Ther e mai ned t here until May 1943, when Szl a
the Germans and executed. Frightened by what happened, Szlama was told to leave for a distant village

where he would not be known. Szlama secured positiotis atileast four other farmers and help from

® Abraham W. LandauBranded on My Arnand on My SoulA Holocaust Memoi(New Bedford, Massachusetts:
Spinner Pubtations with The Jewh Federation of Greatdlew Bedford, 2011)40 41.

19 LandauBranded on My Armand on My Souk0.
1 See, 6r exampl e, Al e k s a Adhivam RBirgeitumav skbrspiracyjeed Archiwum Getta

Warszawskiegool. 6: Generalne Gubernatorstwo: Relacje i dokumgntwa r saw: t ydowski I nstytut Hi
Emanuela Ringelbluma, 2012536 39.



several others, thereby surviving tBerman occupation in that arean Gis return to Sochaczeafter the
war, he was again received warmly by his former neighb%furs.
A Jewish witness who frequently travedsie Polish countryside recalled the conditions he had observed

in Lublin province in thdirst years of the German occupation:

Traveling through the Polish countryside in the summer of 1940, the uninformed observer could get
the impression that life etinued relatively peacefully in those small communities. Most men still
wore their Eastern Jewish attire; old Jews, looking like patriarchs out of the Bible were standing
dignified in front of their houses, the Star of David on their arms. This pictteadyl belonged to

the past in the big cities. It was also pleasing to notice that most Polish peasants treated the Jews in
a rather friendly way. They seemed more tolerant than gentiles in the larger centers. Denunciations

were exceptionaf’
According b a diary entry from July 1942, by Jewish chronicler Avraham Lewin,

As for the Poles in the small towns [near War saw] t ha
Jews has recentlyaccording to my informant (and the voice of the people is as the vbéice o

Godpbecome better, friendly. She sensed sympathy, and a
part of the Polish populatio]ﬁ.

Despite ahuge smuggling enterprise bringingnormous amounts dbod into the Warsaw ghetid,
resettled Jewdrom the outlying towns became the vulnerable underclagsthe ghetto and were

particularly prone to hungerstarvation andliseasé® However, outside Warsawhetto$ especially the

12 Testimony of Slama JakubowiczArchive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsawp, 301/2427.

13 Gary A. Keins,A Journey Through the Valley of Perditi¢iunited States]: n.p., 1985), 723. Another Jewish

survivor describes a Jewish wedding in the village of Zlow near JAdr zej - w, at the beginni
attended by many Polish guests. Young Polish boys, who believed her to be the daughter of a rabbi, eagerly asked her

to dance. See SaldicnakRé& LulsiribNokbdiindnmy 8B0RMS2; English translationSabina

Rachel KNaoj oPnsakcae, f or Tear s: WEerwsatemlYadfashenj, 2042).t o Denmar k

“HaviBenSasson and Lea Preiss, ATwi ghlight Days: Mi ssing Page
MayiJ ul y Yag8ViaghenoStudiespl. 33 (2005): 5152.

15 About 80 percent of the food that entered the Warsaw ghetto was smuggled. Smuggling was done by individuals,

including children, and by organized groups. The professional smugglers became members of the ghkttogelit

up on their profits, patronizing the more than 60 restaurants and clubs in the igbsktter butchers from the ghes$

of Mi osna, Okuni ew, and Rembert-w were the main source o
kilograms (4,410 pous) per month with the help of Polish smuggleFhe establishment of the ghetto in Warsaw did

little to do ongoning PollsJewish trade, which was tolerated by the Polish policemen. Wheat was smuggled into the

ghetto regularly, and a significant part of the bread made in the suburb of Falenica was sent to the Wars&geaghetto.
Dean,Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, T9®8I5 vol. 2, Part A,361, 369, 405, 457.

18 Of the approximately 60,000 Jews who died in the Warsaw ghetto in 1940 and 1941, the vast majority were not

natives of Warsaw but had been resettled there from other towns or had sought refuge in BeesAndrej

tbi kowski , ftydowscy przesiedleCy z dyido9A2kodoui waEsagawkkine
Leociak, and LibionkaProwincja noc,224i28.S e e , for exampl e, the fate of the Jews
and Je U ®Encyclopdi® ef €amps and Ghettos, 193345,vol. 2, Part A, 374, 381, 382. In his diary, Chaim



smaller oned did notgenerallyexperiencestarvation Thanks to their continuing caatts with Poleswith
whom Jews continued to do busine$sod was readily obtainabfé Thousands of Jewengagd in
lucrative blackmarket activities such #legal trade and smugglinthroughout Polandoften traversng

considerable distancesd even balers™ Accounsf r o m Mgjawieaa n d  Ststats:z - w

Yet despite what we considered to be oppressive conditions, during the first fifteen months of Nazi
occupation, the Jews of MlIlawa [ Mgawal] were more fortun
remsai ned open, and no ghetto was established ¢é For the
living in our homes. Although Jews were not permitted to own businesses, those who owned

merchandise were able to do business secretly. Farms surrounding aontitywed to produce

plentiful supplies of food, which the farmers frequently brought to the city and made available to us.

Secretly, my father would personally make contact with the visiting farmers and let them know that

he had merchandise for sale. Heuld invite those who showed interest to come to our house to

complete a sale. é There was enoubgh food available in

The Jews of Rejowiec received ration cards, but very little food could be obtained with these pieces
of paper. hstead, most Jews traded with local peasants who lived in the surrounding countryside,

and people did not suffer from hunﬁgr.

Kaplan notes that widespread tax evasion by the-avetiesidents of the ghetto seriously exacerbated starvation among
the ghetto poor. See Abraham I. Katsh, &trdl of Agony: The Warsaw Diary of Chaim A. Kaplédew York:
Macmillan; London: CollietMacmillan, 1965), 262.

YAccording to Israeli.i historian David Silberklangé study
overcrowdi ng, b e plannadd despite the prekeace bf grrawirsydunger, there was little starvation in

1940 and 1941, especially outside the city oflewikhubl i n. é
neighbors é meant t he Jews cnofuolrdmap i @@oy r ea nfdo ohdu,ma 0 nteo nit @ ¢
Silberklang,Gates of Tears: The Holocaust in the Lublin Dist(ii#rusalem: Yad Vashem, 2013), 219. The ghetto in

Bi agystok, which numbered 41,000 residents in January 19:
ASimilarity and Differences: A Comparati viaNoBtandW. bet ween
Goda, ed., Jewish Histories of the Holocaust: New Transnational Approa¢hesv York and Oxford: Berghahn,

2014), 80.For reportsabout smaller towns see, for example, Sakowskechiwum Ringelbluma: Ka@piracyjne

Archiwum Getta Warszawskiegml. 2: Dziecd tajne nauczanie w getciearszawskim48 (Piaseczno near Warsaw),

52 (Pustelnik)

BA testimony from Zwole® near Radom states: fDespite all t
with the Radom ghetto, exchanging goddss peci al |l y foodstuff: but tSklufman egg s, che
AFrom Radom ThitdheghHoawelnitmai h on C aZuofiner, Yizkori Buki{New vdrk: Kagan, ed
New York Independent Zvoliner Benevolent Society, 1982)485English section). See also the testimony of Israel

Ber Cukerman in J. Schwiezer, eBinkas Szczekocir(ffel Aviv: Former Residents of Szczekociny in Israel, 1959),
translated into Polishdassi nga Pami Aci Szczekocin: t y(Szézekociny: ReBagnj ada Uy do:
Roots, 2010), 198. Many Jews made a living by smuggling goods, mainly textiles, from Reichsgau Wartheland into the
Generalgouvernemengee DeanEncyclopedia of Campsnd Ghettos, 1933945, vol. 2, Part A, 125. Jews from

Kgobuck were able to smuggle goods across the border into
food. Ibid., 154 For additional examples @xtremely profitabléransborder and londistance smugglingeeBarbara .
Engelking and Jan Grabowskiit yd - w gami Ncych prawo nal eUy kar al Smi er ci

Warszawie 19391942( War s a w: Stowarzyszenie Centrum Bada® nad ZaggadN

% Baruch G. GoldsteinFor Deca e s | Wa s Sil ent: A Hol oc au gTusca®asa,vi vor 6s J
Alabama: The University of Alabama Press, 2008), 36.

20 Dean,Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, T93815 vol. 2, Part A, 704
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As |l ong as we |lived with the Poles, we still traded wi"
kinds of goodes géheButo whienn Sthasz- w] was sealed [in July
more | imited and much more difficult é Anyone who had
suffered?*

After leaving the Warsaw ghettayhere conditions werdescribed asbysmal forthe poorer Jews, Jerry
Koeingmoved to the smal/l town of Kos-w Lacki where he f
arrived, we found that é tHhAngsr wiewver aforsorhu$ieé ryp m,0r m
r e ¢ a IWe evere notfhungry in the ghetto. Everyone had their own farmers they knew in the villages.
People sneaked out of the ghetto and arranged fordfGod.

Economicconditionsf or J e ws i arealBoitote@blesvell onto 1942 According to a Jewish
wartime report,

The war with the So\wagoedsithuatiogffom arBecomdmic pdinbdk view.e ws i n

During the Soviet occupation one could earn a good salary and save some money becauas there

lots of work. Besides that speculation was rampant. From the large sums they accumatited

Jews bought al | sorts of goods that the Soviets kept
Ger mans entered Biagystok, amwaahingandifrom midyéar ci ent sur pl us
of the first year of the war [i.e., 1941] they would sell these things and make their living. Poles

bought these things from Jews and they paid a good price forthem.
I n Graj ewo, in the Binbgrg9%ad ok district, up until Nove

Economically, life was not of the worst in the Ghetto. It can be said that during its existence, there
was no starvation there. é
The Nazi authorities permitted the peasants of the surrounding villages to bring food, peat, and

wood into theghetto. The peasants who had come to market on the specified days, would drive

2lsara Bender, ATheildd8:wWMst of y SThsaugh 49BQaristoéosvfaEyes: A co
Vashem Studiespl. 43, no. 1 (2015): 1389, here at 145.
22 Smith, Forgotten Voices of the Holocaust,9.

B Hela Listapad zakowi cz, fALife in the GhetitB Taamh @lokahedThect i vity of
Community of Sierpc: Memorial Booknternet: <http://www.jewishgen.orgl/yizkor/Sierpc/Sierpc.html#TOC392

translation ofKehilat Sierpc: Sefer zikaro(lel Aviv: Former Residents of Sierpc in Israel and Abroad, 1959), 451.

Hela Listapadizakowicz also notedin general, the Poles did not behave badly toward the Jews. The more intellectual

Poles were also persecuted by the Ger@afscourse, not to the same degree as the Jews. However, they were
expelled from their fine houses For a period of 16 months she was sheltered

wo man, but | eft on her own when the village popul ation bec
the Germans, the information of her arrest spreal] @nderstandably, the farmers became very reluctant to help her.
See Hela Listapad z a k o wi ¢ z , iln the Sierpc ©®4etto and in the Camps, ¢

“Andrze j t b iArchomwrs Ringelblumat Konspiracyjne Archiwum Getta Warszawskiego3: Relacje z
Kr e fWarsawt y d o ws K i I nst y8BWL0H00)BW0S.t or yczny | N
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straight to the ghetto, without even stopping at the general market place. On these days, the streets
of the ghetto would be choked with wagons as at a fair in the old daytheadews would buy out

all the produce. This created the following paradox: The Jews who were -valted ghetto,
completely isolated, had more essential commodities than the Polish population outside. The latter

were forced to buy these essentialsnfarkedup prices] from the Jews in the Ghetto.
The situation was much the same in the nearby town of

The Jewish population of Goniondz [ Goni Ndz] consisted
who were merchants before the War and also manufacturers of such items as leather goods and
shos. They didndét have to work for a living. Most of t|
among peasants they knew in the villages. From-tovteme, they would sell off a bit of goods,
which were hgh-priced then, and buy food and other necessitiegy could have existed like this
for years.
The secondlass, consistingofrcaf t s men, di dndt Hlevtenfingersweres so bad eith
enough to earn a living'he peasants paid well for their work because the supply of craftsmen was
I i mi t Bedausehiy paid a fixed sum to the Judenrat, the craftsmen did not have to do forced
labor. &
The third class consisted of poor people, who had even been pesapréhey had it much
worse than anyone else. They were the small merchants who habergrocery stores. At one
time they had had a small amount of goods, but now it was eaten up or sold during the first few
months of the War. They were, therefore, part of the squeezed Jews. They did business with the
peasats and bartered their Sabbatlothes, furniturewhich they had received as wedding gifts,
tools €& Since a money economy didndédt exist for the pe:

transactions were underground, because there were huge penalties if one Waéecaught.

Even in he areas incorporated into the Reich Jews did not statwesmall towns they were not cut off

entirely from the surrounding Polish popul ation. I n E

®Nachman Rapp, fAHistory of Gr &Spgevwden®hbBdok(Newdork: dnitetBe or ge Go

roi
Grayever Relief Committee, 1950), kb | i i i . Rapp goes on t oplaandddnane@ivérofttheal | 'y, t hi
Ger man propagandists. They were out to convinceves he Poli sh
and only when they wil!/l be wiped out, will there be enough
% Tuviah I vri (Yevraiski), fi TMein Que $lametawnt Gomomdzlinbefnet: Goni ond z ,

<http://www.jewishgen.orgl/yizkor/goniadz/Goniadz.html>; transtatidd J. BenMeir (Treshansky) and A.L. Fayans,
eds.,Sefer yizkor GoniadgTel-Aviv: The Committee of Goniondz Association in the U.S.A. and in Israel, 1960),
591ff.

I'n the G-df ghetto, the food rati onsin W&mhaveverethiswae d from 1,
offset by massive smuggling of food into the ghetto.the analogous period, food rations for Poles in the

Generalgouvernmentw e r e 736 and 400, respectivel ydekoBanezneGr zegor z
uwarunkowania egzystepd tyd-w po OdarZgoekawyg tsyd-om:i e@ol & Wamawi materi acd
Centrum Bada® nad ZaggadN tyd: w, I Fi S PAN, 2008) : 115, 11

Determinants of Jewsd Exi stetnicen oRe jtahke afinAdr ylBfedbofSeitdae , Br iisnt
Choices: Poles and the Holocau§econd edition (Warsaw: Oficyna Wydawnicza Rytm, 2012), 122, \\#8le

12



Until the GermarRu s si an war began in 1941, the Jewish populatio
integrated into the everyday life of ttkmvn. Craftsmen and weavers continued their work illegally,
and when someone was caught, he bought himself free after paying a bribe. At night smugglers
transported textiles to the Gouvernement and brought back shoemakers accessories such as leather,
nails pegs, and other things, tailors accessories, cigarettes, candles, in other words everything that
was not available in our town. Jews displaced from surrounding villages snuck back to their former
houses and smuggled butter, eggs, meat, as well as gticertaral products for us.
Thanks to the group of Jews mentioned above, the rest of us were able to survive, some by
trading, some acting as middlemen. In other words, nobody was starving. The people sold
everything that they possessed, willing tovéte at any price. They knew that the future would be

better, without fears or war, and they expected this new life and the end of the war ve%%/ soon.
Despiterepeatedserman warnings, trade with the local population assumed massive proportions

In Turobin [south of Lublin], one of the hundreds of Jewish towns scattered around Poland, where |

had fled from the Warsaw ghetto, the strong arm of the
that so many people were dying daily in the [Warsaw] ghettoyéet on as usual in Turolén

shoemakers made boots for farmers, tailors made them coats; my Uncle Michael traveled around

the village ¢é selling notions. The Jews of the town
synagogue. There was poverty, but no oras wtarving. The Germans forced the villagers to

supply them with a quantity of gold or merchandise such as leather or pelts, and threatened them if

they refused and the rich complained, but they paid. From time to time, the Germans imposed

compulsory worldetails and later, the SS passed through the village and killed dozens of Jews for

no reason, but life had somehow returned to normal. No one in Turobin, or in the many similar

villages, could imagine that their days were numbered, that the Germansovegaaykill all of

the Jews without exceptidneould a normal human being imagine such a ttihg?

Polish |l anguage schools in G-dFf were closed tmealwn i n Decen
function until the fall of 1941, as did Jewish cultural life, something that was also the Polish population was denied.

See Adam Sitarek, ATrzy mi asdway:brxzniee @ r @iobivwsezn®amiod iwvi Li t z man
dzi e & p o vwkspoweadep Polsce47lio74, 478 The marked pauperization of the Polish population was also

reflected in the dramatic increase in the prices of various commodities which, i4fid had risen 30 to 40 times

from the prewar levels and continued to soarrduthe remainder of the German occupation. Housing costs in large

cities also escalated enormously. The cost of a modest room in Warsaw increased two to threefold between 1940 and

1944, from 150 zgoty Gtmnedd®0z zB et gai difto Ecoroily BeteBinanis ef

Jewsd Exi stence ioibid. t1h8el127 Bnempoyment Sriordy €0led also soared; for example, in the

Krak-w district, employment in 1940 stood at just forty pe

BM.[Mendel ] Kaufman, #fln the Years of the Hol ®Belchatowt , © i n Mar
Memorial Book,Internet: <http://jewishgen.orgl/yizkor/Belchatow/belchatow.html>, a translati@elchatow yizker
bukh(Buenos Aires: Association of Rsth Jews in Argentina, 1951), 463.

2 pov Freiberg,To Survive SobiboJerusalem and New York: Gefen, 2007), 528. For a Jewish report attesting to

wi despread trade between Jews and peasants in the Hrubies
Dariusz Libiork a , eds. , Atycie i Zaggada w Hr Zhmigggaadawitey dw wo ¢ zS& aihd i \
mat ervol,8%Mar saw: Centrum Bada@E n aa7):220405herd & p.231d - w | Fi S PAN,
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Suzin, the work manager, had been a functionary in the
Now, he had become a beggar for contributions from the wonkets group. For example, the
workers supplied Suzin with bread and butter, honey, cheese, and eggs. In exchange, he did not
hurry them at their work, and even allowed them to leave work when they wanted. There were
workers who came in the morning to istgr with him and afterwards they would leave for the
entire day, to trade with workers from Bialystok [ Biag
with the men from Bialystok for food, clothing, shoes, fabrics, and leather smuggled from the
Bialystok Ghetto. The smugglers would earn tens and hundreds of marks in a day from their
trading.
The majority of the wor kerysuch. Everg one of thénmshelda oup di d not
spade or a hoe in his hand on the pretext that he was working. Wh&hrao k 6  geGdammina n
was relieved from guard duty, they began to work energetically. Suzin himself took care not to be
tripped up by the German supervisors. When he saw at a distance a German or the Grandfather,
who came from time to time to supervigee work, Suzin would immediately shout, in Polish,
fikalopczi,wadad hii6 pcyq] wofBdys, water! o). Everyone understoo

work intensively for a few minute.

In many areas, daily life continued ihis way until the deportatitzs began in 1942. Relations with the
local population were generally favourable, much to the dissatisfaction of the Germans. Poles continued to
trade with Jewsas they did before the war. Jews frequently stole out of the ghettos to sell goods and
broughtback foodwhich was ofterresoldat a handsome profitt For someJewstrade continued on a

grand scale ansimugglingbecame dairly lucrative business:

We in Stroza [Str-Ua], and even in Krasnik [KraSnik],
so at first we did not feel the impact of the German policy of extermination of the Jewish people. In

fact, until the end of 1941 our area remained quiet,enaorless. We knew what was going on

elsewhere, but for a long time, practically untii December, 1941, we were in contact with
businessmen from Cr ac o wmdorKfood komvolir areeh Fathes wasthé nued t o i
biggest exporter in this field, antie importers from Cracow used to visit us quite often. | still

remember one particular Jewish imessman, dressed as a priest. He was phplmlr most

important custome??

% Maik, Deliverance 63.

31 see, for exampleAbram and Soia Hurman, as told to Halina Birenbauf,0 d o sogyo \Wsliomnienia z lat

19391945( Krak-w and OSwi Aci m: Fundacja Instytut Studi -w Strat
Birkenau w OSWd, 20c2F 28iBrownin@ReMempering Survivep.

32 sam EdelsteinTzadikim in Sodon{Righteous Gentilgs Memoir of a Survivor of World War [[Toronto: North
American Press Limited, 193®0.
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Zalman Storch became a big shot and an excellent smubigidrad been a coachméefore the

war and during the early period of the German occupation went on carrying passengers in his
covered coach to Tarnojv T a r .né- Ke]found out soon that carrying people was no business.
One day Jechiel Brand, the son of Shielle Brand, askedafalamy he wagh carrying grain to
Tarnow; Jechiel himself did not have permission to do so. Zalman agreed to carry the grain but
named his price. He was as familiar with the route to Tarnow as with the contents of his own
pockets. He knew exactly how tead the checlposts situated along the road. It worked perfectly

and business flourished. But soon Zalman was fed up with sitting behind the horses, so Brand had
to make him his partner. On the other hand Zalman was perfectly aware ofsBcapdcity as
businessman so the partnership was a big success and both mieh goarshort period of time.

Later, Zalman did not have to avoid the posts; both the Poles and the Germans were bribed and
co-operatedOthers who tried to do the same thing werekjuonce or twice and then were caught
recdthanded. Their goods were confiscated and they had to run for their lives; often beaten cruelly.
(After awhile they would not beat a Jew; instead they would shoot him or send him to & camp
camp). Nevertheless Jewept on smuggling food to Tarnow because it paid well. The city of
Tarnow consumed tons of flour, meat and eggs and Raddmish d 0 my S was \WheefitHei ]
towns to provide those necessities. Since most provisions were sent to Tarnow, the prices of food in
Radomysl went up. | had already mentioned that food was rationed there wereaatisnBread
and sugar rations were liy enough for one meal. The rest had to be obtained on the black market

for a lot of money. Only those who were in business could afford {nterket price§.3

The Germans decided to taftecisiveaction to put a endto thisstate of affairsOnJuly 3, 1941 Gazeta
Cznéawskaan of fici al Ger man newspaper publ i swhmend i n Pol i
Polish peasants, impelled by dangerous sympathy for the Jewish rabble, smuggle products into the ghetto
and sell them at even cheaper prices tioatineir own Polish brethrei@uch persons are warned of severe
measures against thed{. The county supervisoss(arostd o f Pugawy, Lublin province
significant portiond of the Polish Popaimtls5on demons
1941, Hans Frank, the Governor of tBeneralgouvernemenissued an ordinance providing for the death

penalty for Jewdound outside ghettos without permissiand for persons offering theshelter®® That

BpPinchas Reichman, fLife in CaRagomysl Rabati vebsevithaSefesizkos hani m, et
(Tel Aviv: Former Residents of Radomysl and Surroundings in Israel, 1965); translaRadasiysl Wielki and
Neighborhood: Memorial Booknternet: $ttp://www.jewishgen.orgl/yizkor/radomysl/Radomysl.r#ml

% Cited in S. (Samuel) Mendelsohn (ShieyMendelson)The Polish Jews Behind the Nazi Ghetto WiNlisw York:
The Yiddish Scientific InstituteY1VO, 1942), 14.

35DieterPohI,Von der AJudenpolitiko zum Judenmord: D#&¥4 Di stri kt
(Frankfurt am Main: Peterdng, 1993), 6465.

®Governor Frankds ordinance i s Righteous dmong Nation§32. Bhar t os z e ws Kk |
ordinancewassubje t o the following qualification: iln | ess seriou

hard labour oi mp r i s oln tmeWatsawdistrict, on November10, 1941, Governor Ludwig Fischer removed
entirely the possibility of lesser sentences for Poles while expanding that penalty to jneludev i di ng even a ni g
lodgingproviding, food or transportationlbid., 633.For other similar orders and proclamations see pp. 634443
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same monththe German county superviso i n Kr aSni k remarked with incenseoc
my observations, the enforcement of this decree [i.e., forbidding the Jews to leave the Jewish quarter] is
absolutely necessary because in my entire two years of duty in the East | havexpesieneed a situation

where the Jews wander in such a [free] manner from o
January 1942, the Nazis again voiced their anger about the fact that there was no negative reaction on the

part of Poles towardedvish beggard’l n t heir vi ew, the fAproblemd of the
aid of Jews was widespread and persistentl for that reason strictereasures had to be implemented to

eradicate itGazeta Lwowskaan official German daily published the Polish language, stated on April

11, 1942:

It is unfortunate that the rural population contidugwadays furtivel§ to assist Jews, thus doing

harm to the community, and hence to themselves, by this disloyal attitude. Villagers take advantage

of all illegal ways, applying all their cunning and circumventing regulations in order to supply the

|l ocal Jewry with all kinds of foodstuffs in every amou
The rural population must be cut off and separated from the Jews, once and for all, must be

weaned fom the extremely anBocial habit of assisting the Jetls.

As we shall see, the Germars®on imposed the death penalty in occupied Poland for all such
transgressiords something unheard of in Western Europe and rarely usetwat ofEastern Europelhe
Gemansalso punished severely those Poles who took pity on captured Soviet prisoners of war, whose fate
at the hands of the Germans turned out to be no better than that of thé Jewsheld in a work camp in

the village of Czernice Borowe near Mgawa recall ed:

Not far from our camp was a prisoner camp for Russian soldiers, whom we saw almost every day
marching in groups of tens. They looked terrdbkhin, pale, barely able to stanfhe Germans

were letting them starve. They did get some food from some Polish farmers who were transporting
stones in their wagons, to be used to pave the road. Risking their lives, the farmers managed to find
ways to give these prisoners small amouritibod to eat. But two of the farmers did pay for this

with their lives. When the Germans caught them they took these farmers to the nearby town of
Prosnicz[Przesnysz] assembled the entire town in a place where two gallows had already been

prepared, antiung thent®

37 ChodakiewiczBetween Nazis and Soviet33 74.

8 Reproduced ilBartoszewski and LewirRighteous Among Natior&38 39.

®Elya Tzala, fAPain and Swafrf,exr iinmg §M.nMyHdwaplaSemamal theWo r | d
Communities Dobrzyollob, Internet: <http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/Golub_dobrzyn/Golub_dobrzyn.html>,

translation ofAyarati: Sefer zikaron leayarot Dobrzyp-Golub (Tel Aviv: Association of Former Raents of Dobrzyn
Golub, 1969), 368ff.
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The Germans played a large part in encouraging and exploiting friction beReteshand Jewsnd in
pitting them against each othehh Jewi sh survi vor from Wi lczyn near I

Germans tried, unsuccessfully, to indite Poles by having Jews desecrate Catholic shrines.

The Germans were inventive in tormenting us. They forced us to carry out acts of desecration
against our Christian neighbors so they would turn against us. The Christians worshiped in chapels
situated m the town squares. We could see small crucifixes glowing inside, circling and protecting
a statue of the Madonna. Such a chapel sat in the middle of Wilczyn, where Christians went to
wor ship and pray to the Madonna ¢&

On a cold snowy day in midanuary[1940], German soldiers were marching door to door,
rounding up Jewish boys and men. | was among the recruits yet again, and | wondered what plans
they had for us tonight. They ordered us to enter the chapel, remove the Madonna and roll her
around the citysquare. We were horrified but went ahead and rolled and flipped and spun her
around the square. We thought we would die of cold and exhaustion. Finally, they demanded that
we take the Madonna to the beautiful home of one of the wealthiest Jews in Witatyhrow it
through his front window. We felt such shame and humiliation when we returned home.

The next day a Jewish friend told me the story of what happened after that. A German soldier
went to the manés house andsomedhi Agook, hee eheaMhgouma
stood frozen, not knowing what to say. They searched his house and found the Madonna, then
demanded the family bury it in the Jewish cemetery. Hiles observed all this and were stunned

and confused by the incident. Theyknevn ey coul dno6f bl ame the Jews.

The Adivide and conquer o6 strategy was employed in a
Jews were employed in the executions of Pdkes.R o ma n P a wdgyeamll priest fromChocz,
was publicly shoin Kalisz in November 1939, in front of the local inhabitants who were driven to the
public square to watch the spectacle

Agents of the Gestapo forced local Jews to tie Fr. Pawlowski to the post, after which he was shot in
front of the assembled multide. The Jews were made to kiss the feet of the corpse, unbind it, put it

on a cart, and take it to the Jewish cemetery and bury it according to the Jewish rite.

In the fall of 1939 both Poles and Jewstormaecneae | mpr i so
Gob Ueni cSelbstschuiza pasamilitary formation composed of ethnic Germans who were prewar
residents Poland. On November 23, a rope was tied toc

Jews were ordered to pull the ropes in opagitections until her body was ripped in Half.

40 Landau,Branded on My Arnand on My Soul34.

1 The Persecution of the Catholic Church in Gera@ecupied Poland: Reports Presented by H.E. Cardinal Hlond,
Primate of Poland, to Pope Pius XlI, Vatican Broadcastd &ther Reliable Evidendgéondon: Burns Oates, 1941),
58, 105 106 (TheAmerican editiorwas published ilNew Yorkby Longmans, Green & Co., 1931

“2Barbara Bojarskd@iZ br odni e Sel bst sRhae gluNad ndSab, e Mdic y, o
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Historians Tatiana Berenstein and Adam Rutkowski write:

The Nazis contrived in every way possible to provoke resentment and animosity between the

national groups. For example, in February 1941 the warétar a Jewish labour camp were

recruited from among Poles and Ukrainians, while early the same year the occupation authorities

Bndzin employed Jews in compiling the registers of Po
Again, in the spring of 1942, five Jews were assigned for wholly clerical duties to the Treblinka |

labour camp for Poles. Expedients like these all mada fantinuous embitterment and vitiation

of relations between Poles and Jés.

These examples could be multiplied. For instance, in the-lhard o u r camp for Pol es in
function® including hanging Polish inmat&@svere assigned to Jewish prisondrem the adjoining
concentration camff.In Auschwitz, Polish inmates were processed by Jews and vice*versa.
The Germans also unleashed a barrage ofSettiitic propaganda that played into the prejudices of some
Poles and fostered afRiolish feelingsamong JewsBerenstein and Rutkowski comment thre scopeof

this divisive tactic

In support of their policy of persecution of the Jews in Poland the Nazi authorities mounted a vast

propaganda campaign of ferocious virulence which preyed on the lowstticts of the

unenlightened sections of the population. The Nazi Pélishn gu age gutter press é str
unremittingly to whip up the Poles against the Jews. New posters continually appeared on the

walls, in trams, in railway stations and other public gsacilifying the Jew4®

According to one Jewi sh s umwhytheydtme GermanNg waatedstokilldsi d not t

We knew that we were like rats. Their propaganda not only influenced the Gentiles, it also influenced us

43 Tatiana Berenstein and Adam Rutkowskgsistance to the Jews in Poland, 19B%45(Warsaw: Polonia Publishing
House, 1963), 19.

4 Franciszek J. ProclPo |l andds Wa y 0if1945 (Mew Ydtkr Polish AssotidiéhDf Former Political
Prisoners of Nazi ahSoviet Concentration Camps, 1987), 50.

45 Jacob CelemenskElegy For My People: Memoirs of an Underground Courier of the Jewish Labor Bund in Nazi

Occupied Poland, 19395 (Melbourne: The Jacob Celemenski Memorial Trust, 2000), 225. It was not untll9asa®i

that Jews began to arrive, in any significant number, at AusciBivikenau.Prior to that time, Auschwitz contained

mostly Christian Polish prisoner&ven during the war, informed Jews in occupied Poland recognized this reality.

Franciska Rubinlictyof Warsawwr ot e in a | etter, dated March 21, 1943, t o
another place, in Auschwitz, where the condemned are burned. There, many of our relatives and friends, and Jews in

general, have been murdered. Howeves, ihainlyamase x ecut i on pl ace f or Véleedfres. 0 See Ho
the Holocaus{New York: William-Frederick Press, 19y5117.

46 Barenstein and Rutkowskfssistance to the Jews in Poland, 198B#%5,19. See also Ja@rabowski,iGerman

Anti-Jevish Propaganda in the Generalgouvernement, i188%: Inciting Hate through Posters, Films, and
Exhibitions Blolocaust and Genocide Studies). 23, no. 3 (Winter 2009): 38412.
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Jews. lttook awayérm us our h il deasplagkd igtmthis syratedyy by spreading-Botish
propaganda in the ghettos, going so far as to claim that the Poles were inciting the Germans. A wartime
report from the Warsaw ghettaeaespekes dfabtoluée ahtehdre@d i
society towards the Jews. They are inciting the occupier against the Jews, in order to save themselves by
this stratagem. o He also questioned the sincerity of
thej@dab baseness of b®KNasuiprsingly,sEmanneyRingdibeim Rotes, & dis 0
wartime journal, that hatred towards Polish Christians grew in the Warsaw ghetto because it was widely
believed that they were responsible for the economidatishs that befell the Jews.

Many Jews could not comprehend why it was they, rather than the Poles, who were suffering the brunt of
the German brutalityst or i es spread in the ghetto that Poles wer e
AEveiryd ht here is brimming with | ife. Everyone eats ar
the houses ar e ilsi kfer epead canc etso ét hteh efruel | ¢%ayoumg | et e saf e
Jew who witnessed the expulsion of the Poles &ftare f ai | ed War saw Uprising of At
must admit that we even derived a certsghadenfreudérom seeingPoles treated like Jews, driven like
cattle through the streets the way Jews had been herddile at en down and HAlsrdly sayi
was so reminiscent of when we had first been evicted from our home and forced into the crowded ghetto
more than two years before. How ironic. For the firs
taste of what it was like to be atthereceig end of Nazi b r°u(AsdflPoles jadmoh d r et r i b
experienced mass expulsions and executions before!)

The ensuingesentmenmany Jews felt toward the Poless notedin his wartime diaryby Samuel
Golfard,a perceptive Jewish obsertbe r esi di ng in PrzemySlany, Eastern G

| am constantly writing about the martyrdom of the Jews. But | know that not only we are suffering.

In the camps, the flower dhe Polish nation is perishing. Millions of Poles in Germany do the

work of hard I&or convicts. Tens of thousands have perished in camps. Suffering and,disease

whol e nation gives itself with blood for the #Acontrilkt
mothers. Fourteegearold girls carry on the hardest jobsfasmhands on Garan farmsteadS.he

[Polish] nation in bondage is carrying a heavy yoke. But not for a moment does the nation lose

hope that freedom and the fatherland will be restored. Such hope has been taken away from the

47Shepetinski,] acobodsd4slLadder ,

“Marian Magowi st, fAAssimilatio@pertastianmds Nemg hiyt etshatClt hee d
in Joseph Kermish, edLo Li ve Wi th Honor and Die With Honor! é: Sel ect
Underground Ar chB8hkebb @dsamoradViasheme 1986), 629, at 631, 633.

49EmanueIRingerIum,(roni ka getta warsZawyg &z &\@oshvd @Yyteinik,s1988)H18L 9 3 9
50Diary of Jehoszua Albert cite-8ydowdarsemwiaw diresienlupacjic z , fi
hitlerowskiePobatpw tbtgkdwbkpodiledsasg.acj N ni emi eckN 1939

*1 Rubin Katz,Gone to Pitchipp A Boy 6 s DfersSuaval e Wartime(Bagtbrt Academic Studies Press,
2012), 2001.
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Jews, and this is why their fate is so tragiby it is so difficult to last through every dedihanded
day. They envy the Poles and rightfully so. Moreover, they bear a grudge against the Poles for not
being fellow sufferers in misery and brothers in misfortune. They forget that the Polish nation is
defenselesse The thing of greatest consequence is that t her
weakness. No @can save his neighbor. Everygins | i fe i s threatened. And i f in e
danger somebody is in a position to save the life of somelsee he cannot do so while being in
ghastly fear for his own life. However, there are even such people who, endangering their own
lives, hide and save Jewés.
Perhaps there also are those who in the face of the massacres think, not without a certain
satisfaction, that the Germans render a service to Poland by clearing it of Jews. | believe there are

few such peoplé?

Golfard then compares accounts of Poles who were utterly indifferent to the sufferings of Jews, with Jews
who were utterly indifferento the sufferings of other Jews, giving several examples of the Ta@eifard

rejects the dialectic of Jews as victims and Poles and Ukrainians as victimizers, and alludes to the
demoralization caused by Nazi policiele comments:

They can be found ieach nation, even among the Jews, who in the past were famous for being

repulsed by bloodshed. While in camp, | saw humanstseamong Jewish group leaders

[g r up e n f, hé Ukeainianymilitia, and the German Gestapomen. It is they who are guilty of

letting | oose mands most primitive ani mal instincts as
morality a museum relic. People are embarrassed to aff

dayto-day ethics of the prewaf.

Gol far dbds ob s mrlevanaforithe eadier Soviet ocaupation of that region in ILBBAL.
Of course, the Germans played it both waWhile disseminating arPolish propaganda among the
Jews, theylsoclaimed to be their protectors. One Jew recalls:

| remembered #order to assemble on the lawn in front of the Judenrat headquarters in Grabowiec,

t he announcement t hat al l t he Jews of Grabowi ec w o
[ Hrubi esz - w], where the SS officer had atol d wus, t he

miniature 06Jewish state,d protected by the kindly Ger

Gentile populacé®

%2 Samuel Gdhrd as cited in Wendy Lowef;he Diary of Samuel Golfard and the Holocaust in Galigianham,
Maryland: AltaMira Press/Rowman & Littlefield, 2011), 163!

53 |bid., 64 65.
54 Ibid., 821 83.

55 Michael TemchinThe Witch Doctor: Memoirs of a Jewish Partig@New York: Holocaust Library, 1983), 585.
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I n Sgoni m,

As soon as the Jews were enclosed in the ghetto, the |
deputy é <called all the Jews to a meeting, where the:
Aktions They said the previousktion had been a Polish procation, and that as long as Jews

worked hard, they would survive the wAr.

In view of this constant bombardment of propaganda it is not surprising that some Poles repeated such
diatribes, just as some Jews resorted toRolish barbs’

Becausewvarnings, antiSemitic propaganda, and sanctions such as fines and imprisofaihexhtto curb
Polish behaviouand isolate the Jewsvhich was a precondition for their annihilatidche Germans felt
compelled to introduce Draconian measuresutted contacs between Poles and Jewsthe fullest extent
possible A circular issued on September 21, 1942 the SS and Police Chief in Radom Distratlined
and justified those measures in the following terms:

The experience of the last few weeks has shdwh Jews, in order to evade evacuation, tend to
flee from the small Jewish residential districts [i.e., ghettos] in the communities above all.

These Jews must have been taken in by Poles. | am requesting you to order all mayors and village
heads as sooas possible that every Pole who takes in a Jew makes himself guilty under the Third
Ordinance on restrictions on residence in the Government General of October 15G®41 (
Official Gazettep. 595).

As accomplices are also considered those Poles edtbriinaway Jews or sell them foodstuffs,

even if they do not offer them shelter. Whatever the case, these Poles are liable to the death
penalty*®

These warnings were not hollow. Adolf Folkmann recalled the scenes he had witnessed in June 1943
during thef i n al |l iguidation of the ghetto in Lw:-w:

After a day or so the action extended beyond the Ghetto confines into the town. S.S. and Ukrainian
Militia looked everywhere for escaped Jews. The corpses of Poles who had been discovered giving
shelter to Jews ahthe corpses of the Jews themselves could be seen all over the town, in the

streets, in the squares and in all residential quarters. The extent of the terror increased. Hundreds of

% Account of Mordechaj Jonisz, Archive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw), no. 302/ 141

A Polish woman from Chmielnik recalled one popular Jewi
powr zki , 0 which translates roughly as: iwhen the Russians
See Mar ek Maci Ngowstky dain dw Ph iog t(Kielké: Rz MYRe2006), 104

Ay (N

58 Cited in BartoszewskiThe Blood Shednites UsA40.
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nonJewish Poles who had made themselves suspect were murdered. ThellBg8diin an orgy

of bloodHust, and for three weeks no law existed in Lwjow. w - but their arbitrary wilP®

Several thousand Christian Pdlemen, women and children, entire families and even whole
communitie® were tortured to death, summarily examijtor burned alive by the Germans for rendering

assistance to JeWwSSuch harshpunitive measures, coupled with their own mistreatment at the hands of the

%9 Stefan SzendeThe Promise Hitler Kep{New York: Roy Publishers, 1945), 1ig8. These recollections were
recorded in the early part of 1944, after Folkmannds escap

® Hundreds ofsch cases have been documented t hough the || ist i s

National Rememberance is presently working on a comprehensive register of Poles who were killed for coming to the

aid of Jews. See the following partial listsvictims: Philip FriedmanT hei r Br ot (New Yok HElecaupte r s

Library, 1978), 1848 5; Wac §aw MarjyrBlaf ChardtywGhkistian and Jewish Response to the Holocaust,

Part One (Washington, D.C.: St. Maximilian Kolbe Foundation, 1983)r R One; Wa c fbeodnie Ba el aws ki ,

Pol akach dokonane przez hitl d Waws-aw: z&Jpomac Kathzs phamBhddal

Hitlerowskich w Polscel nst yt ut Pami Aci Narodowej , 1987) ; The Main Com

Againg the Polish NatiohThe Institute of National Memory and The Polish Society For the Righteous Among

Nations, Those Who Helped: Polish Rescuers of Jews During the Holod2aitOne (Warsaw, 1993), Part Two

(Warsaw, 1996), and Part Three (Warsaw, 199%&elaction from last of these publications is reproduced as Appendix

B in Richard C. LukasThe Forgotten Holocaust: The Poles under German Occupation,i 1938, Revised edition

(New York, Hippocrene, 1997), and an extensive list of Polish victims alseaepm Tadeusz Piotrowsl®, 0 | and 6 s

Holocaust: Ethnic Strife, Collaboration with Occupying Forces and Genocide in the Second Republid, 94918

(Jefferson, North Carolina and London: McFarland, 1998)j 213 . See also APolish Righteous:

Their Lives, 0 Internet: <http://www.savingjews.org/perishe
SomeHol ocaust historians, who endeavour to deprecate the

essentially no difference in the penalty that the Poles and Western Buosppech as the Dutch, faced for helping

Jews. See Lucy C. DawidowicZhe Holocaust and the Historiatif€ambridge, Massachusetts and London: Harvard

University Press, 1981), 166. However, reliable sources belie this claim. Historian Raul Hilberg bcdesmiébes

the situation that prevailed in the Netherlands as foll ow

automatic death penalty. Thousands were arrested for hiding Jews or Jewish belongings, but it was German policy to

detain seh people only for a relatively short time in a camp within the country, and in serious cases to confiscate their

property. 0 S derpetRatons,| Victimhs, IBystandeys: The Jewish Catastrophe,i1935 (New York:

Aaron Asher Books/Harper Colling992), 210 11. More recent research shows that the risk was even smaller and that

people caught sheltering Jews were often not punished at a

helped Jews were punished, they were punished wiht-s&tm Schutzhaft, or protective custody; only severe cases

were sent to concentration camps in Germany. 0 See Marnix C

Jewi sh SHolocaustaral IGendcide Studies]. 20, no. 3 (Winter 2006Y474i 99. Although Dutch rescuers, if

caught, could be sent to a concentration camp, this kind of punishment was not often meted out to people who only

sheltered Jews:ondlargesqalevere usually seatto cdneemtrmtion camps in Germadmnveaught

€ In other cases of help, people were wusually sent to Vugt

brutal regime. However, peopleho only housed Jews in hidimgere often not punished at all. Especially in 1943 and

1944 they fequently were left alone and only tbederduikersver e arrested. 6 See Marni x Croes

AfFacing Deportation in Germany and the Netherl ands: Sur vi v

eds.,Facing the Catastrophe: Jews andriN&ews in Europe during World War ({Dxford and New York: Berg, 2010),

8, 129, 146. In Belgium, a decree of June 1, 1942 warned the local population against sheltering Jews under

puni shment with @i mpri sonme n tChueclmes adahe Hdlonaast: Bnhd@yeTeachMg, r d e c h a i F

Good Samaritans, and Reconciliatigdersey City, New Jersey: Ktav Publishing House, 2006)j 331Even in

Germany, there was no speficic law that prohibited helping Jews. The closest thing was a decree by the eléad Offic

Reich Security, dated October 214, 1941, that prescribed A

mont hs®é i mprisonment in a concentration camp to persons of

Jews. See Israel Guan, ed. The Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuers of Jews during the

Holocaust,vol. 8: Europe (Part I) and Other Countrigderusalem: Yad Vashem, 2007), liHowever, there is no

evidence of any death penalty being issued for helpi J ews wi t hin Ger man border s. Whi |l e
and shamef ul behavior of deviants, o helping Jews was consi
Beate Kosmala points out, AUl t i maitGodpus Christigpnocessidhs, pdomel i ¢ pri es

listening to foreign radio stations, Communists putting up subversive posters, and black market dealers, to name a few,
took a greater risk than those who gat her ©dportattorein cour age t

22



Germany, 194i11945: Jewish and Neh e wi sh Responses, 0 in BeafFaingkhebdlanial a and Fe
Genocide: Nornlews and Jews in Eurof@erlin: Metropol, 2004), 353 6 . El sewhere we I|-earn: iThe
Jewish helpers was @iifult to calculate. It could result in being sent to a concentration camp (in some cases leading to

death), prison or penitentiary sentences, a relatively short period of imprisonme@eBtagoprison, warnings and

intimidation, or simply a small fineSometimes it happened that Jews in hiding were arrested in theifemish

hel persé6 flat, without anything happening to the |l atter.o
Ger many and the Netherl ands: and VMerbeeckFacing thenCatddtoophel2h d, 6 i n Ko
Mor eover, unli ke in occupied Poland, a significant group o

Germans coul d escape m®enitc pdifies,providediheyzand theieldpen dicndtpraciiae t i
the Jewish faithHowever, thousands of Jews subsequently committed suicide when their protection came to an end.
See Richard J. Evanshe Third Reich at War, 1988945 (London: Allen Lane/Penguin Books, 2008), 7@, 251,
272 73. Likewise, in Austria no specific penalty was legally established for concealing Jews, yet rescue efforts there,
as in Germany proper, were exceedingly rare. See GuirharEncyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natians,
8: Europe (Part I) and Other @untries,xxix. Such laxity was virtually unheard of in occupied Poland, where the death
penalty was meted out routinely with utmost rigour. Although the death penalty was also found on the books in some
other jurisdictions such as Norway and the CzecleRrorate, it was used infrequently. See NechamaVWhaen Light
Pierced the Darknes<£hristian Rescue of Jews in Na2ccupied PolandNew York: Oxford University Press, 1986)
2151 6 ; Z a j NMarntyksofChakity Rart One, 11118, 284 86, 294, 295. Several Norwegian resistance fighters
were executed for helping Jews to escape to Sweden, and a number of others imprisoned. S&h& &ldiblof the
Righteous366. Severatlozen individuals in the Czech Protectorate were charged by Nazi special courts and sentenced
to death. See Livia Rothkirchemhe Jews of Bohemia and Mwia: Facing the HolocausfLincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, and Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 2008)27, 303 304. Rescuers were also put to death in other
occupied countries such as Lithuartiee occupied territories of the Soviet Union. See Alfonsas Eidid&ss,
Lithuanians and the HolocaugYilnius: Versus Aureus, 2003), 3PB7; Yitzhak Arad,The Holocaust in the Soviet
Union (Lincoln, Nebraska: University of Nebraska Press; Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 2009), 428, 438.

Jan T. Gross ignordke reasons given by the Germans themselves for introducing the death penalty in Polaed, and

dismisses facrs suchas he qual i tatively harsher nature of the occupati
for Polish public opinion, or the fact that Poland was chosen as the place where the murder of millions of Jews and
others was carried out forpragtic and | ogi sti cal reasons. Rat h beacausee advance:

the Poles were not ready to assist the Jews and by and large refrained from doing so that the death punishment for

harboring Jews was meted out by the Germans systathatgmd without reprieve and the task of helping the Jews

was so difficult. é The deviant behavior of a few, who wer
was sanctioned severely and very ef fWebcConfromtihgySteneatybes c e d. 0 Se e
Concerning Relations between Piol elsst \G&m mbe&k, JEravws , T.an@r €Co9r
eds., The Politics of Retribution in Europe: World War 1l and Its Aftermé@minceton, New Jersey: Princeton

University Press, 2000), 7429, especiallyp. 80, 87. Under the circumstances, one wonders why the Germans would

need, or even want, to impos@y sanctions, and would not simply rely on courting public sentiment as a more

effective means of compliance. Gmooffers no empirical evidence for his speculative premise, one that is-eb out

keeping with the attitude of grateful survivors that, it is fair to say, only someone who would not take such a risk could
possibly formul at e i tthoroddblydswoedied hy th&Sexanmple @f Sermahyewhers help or

Jews was a rare commodity and yet no death penalty was deemed necessary, and it has not found acceptance among
Holocaust historians who have conducted solid and extensive research irethi§@r example, Livia Rothkirchen

contends: AUl ti mately, the nature and extent of Ger man con
Il i ves. é Perhaps the most <cruci al point wasthetNazistodegr ee of
gentiles who were ready to extend as sTheslews ofcBehemisoandd he per se

Moravia, 217, 304. Nor doeGross offer any empirical evidence (relying instead on impressions gathered from a small
selection of aecdotal material) in support of his claim that Polish assistance to Jews was negligible (unlike, allegedly,
the situation in other countries) and that providing help was frowned on by Polish society. Gross also contends that the
risks and efforts it tooko shelter a Jew were not significantly more onerous or dangerous than concealing a gun or an
illegal underground publication or engaging in black marketeering, and adds that the former activity never assumed the
massive proportions of the latter. Thisidgenuous argument presupposes that both sets of activities had comparable
risk of discovery, and comparable experiencing of the death penalty if caught. In fact, they were not. According to
scholarly studies on the German courts in occupied Poland, Iqaiiahment was rarely meted out, and was reserved

only for the most heinous crimesd aiding Jews. See Andrzej Wrzysz&ekk upacyj ne sNdownictwo ni e
Generalnym Gubernatorstwie 193945: Organizacja i funkcjonowanigublin: Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Marii
CurieSk godows ki ej , Th2 equaing of ridk InDlack ehdrket.activity and that of aiding Jews gasar

by some in order to disparage Polish fears of the Geimposed death penalty, is clearly misplac&doss treats

black marketeering, which virtually everyone including Jews had to engage in order just to survive, as part of a
universal antiGerman onspiracy, rather than the basic necessity that it was. In fact, only a small minority of Poles
(and even a much smaller minority of Jews) were active in the underground. Objectively speaking, it does not take
much intuition to discern that secreting aefiyor purchasing some food, which is soon disposed of or consumed, hardly
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constitutes the same order of risk, not to mention effort, as concealing and caring for a person for a long period of time.
Moreover, Gross conveniently ignores the fact that if soreevas caught hiding a Jew, his or her entire family could
also be executed summarily. On the other hand, the punishment for blackmarketeering varied enormously, the activity

was often overlooked by the authorities, and even German soldiers and offidatsk par t in it. Gr oss¢
appreciation of conditions in wartime Poland and Holocaust sources is apparent in the following statement, among
many similar, of a Jewish underground fighter from Warsaw, who wiite8p en bl ack mar kets in prinm

were working in different parts of Warsaw. The German authorities lookestitbeway where Poles were concerned.
Ger mans were maki ng t ISee Dgvidd.dandas, aliapDudek, Janek and@aged: A Btorp
of Jewish Resistand&ydrey: Macmillan, 2000)58. It should be notethat Jews who dealt on the black market for
food rarely ever contemplated engaging in risky ventures such as obtaining a weapon or joining an underground
organization in the relative safety of the ghetto, whamly a fellow Jew could betray them. As pointed out by a
renowned historian, with considerable dismay, the Jews in the Warsaw ghetto preferred to rely on the Polish
underground transmitters for their contact with the outside world rather than run theast&ksated with the
construction of their own, despite the available expertise and materials to manufacture wireless transmitters inside the
ghetto. See Walter Laquedr,he Terri bl e Secret: Suppression (Londont he Trut h
Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1980; reissued in 1982 by Penguin Books), 107.

Gross, who has a marked penchant for advancing the most unfavourable interpretation of Polish attitudes possible,
then goes on to develop another highly skewed theory of widesposaplicity of the Poles in the Holocaust, as
evidenced by their fAgeneralized, diff us e-univarsslteagériessy t owar d
of ordinary citizens, including children, to rob and betray Jews on the run. It isthéogenazing how, based on the
scant evidence he actually marshals, Gross does not shy away from advancing sweeping and partisan generalizations
about Polish conduct. While treating objectionable behaviour on the part of the Jewscassemuential (tche extent
he even cares to acknowledge such behaviour), Gross builds his case against the Poles based precisely by focusing on
such exceptions. Curiously, he sees himself, and his jaded polemics (which are highly reminiscent of those advanced
decades prioby Lucy Dawidowicz), as part of an avegdrde poised to make an important historical breakthrough:

iWe are on the verge, | believe, of a major reassessment C
point, after referring to some anecdlomaterial from the Lublin district, Gross even contends that the majority of Jews
were killed not in the death camps, but in plain view of t

to slow it down, 0 r91).tTlee existing schofakshipecleanly estdblishes that Grass is ery far off
the mark: the vast majority of Jews in that district, some 242,000 people, were murdered in the death canBe § Ue c ,
Sobib-r, Treblinka, Majdanek); the number of Jews executed
small, perhaps 10,000 5, 000 . See T. [ Tamar a] Berenstein, iMartyrol ogi
dystrykcie lubelk i nBioul et yn tydowski eg mo. 2119537y 3248 ;u Ha rsit Wmraciciz e & ly @ E,
ludnoSci w dystrykcilegdd(l bkellisrk:i mP awEsl tavt oavcen Mu9s3ebdbmrTher a Maj d ank
proportion of Jews executed outside camps indthes t r i ct s of War saw, Radowallednd Krak: - w,
Wartheland, was even smaller. Moreover, Gross displays a remarkable lack of awareness of the extent and conditions
of rescue in Poland and other countries (these are described below).tDesp hi s cutting edge tone, C
are by no means novel. Moshe Bej ski of the Yad Vashem Ins
rescue by individuals did not exi st i nowiagekpasatoeforthegr ee t ha
N a z imadds operandinore than two decades ago: Where a criminal of@reen d s uch was in the Nazi s
Jews hardly ever took place, as allegedly was the case in Poland, the penalty for it was escalated up to automatic
exxcution on the spot, but where this kind of fifcri med was I
was reduced. $/Iart§/rs<iré:rjamiiyr,ParlkOmeN60k i,

In this regard, it is worth noting, first of all, that the effort to wiformers, which in Poland escalated from material
rewards to the death penalty for failing to inform, in Hol
original price of 50 to 70 florin. See Friedmdhh ei r Br ot H&irMokeeK asevp shall see, rescue of Jews
in Holland was not a more frequent occurrence than in Poland and there are ample testimonies that show that betrayal
was very common. See, for example, Martin Gilb@he Righteous: The Unsung Heroes of the Holoc@istonto:
Key Porter, 2003), 32®5; Jozeph Michman and Bert Jan Flim, edfe Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the
Nations: Rescuers of Jews during the Holocauails. 2 and 3:Netherlands,Part One and Two (Jerusalem: Yad
Vashem, 2004), passim; Mardai Paldiel,Sheltering Jews: Stories of Holocaust Rescy®&tsineapolis: Fortress
Press, 1996), 15, 169, 170; Mordecai Paldiek Righteous Among the Natidderusalem: Yad Vashem; New York:
HarperCollins, 2007), 53, 56, 98, 172, 208, 215, 251, 2%9, 554; Emily Taitz, ed.Holocaust Survivorsyol. 1
(Westport, Connecticut, and London, 2007), 24, 16&rviews with Ursula Stern, Selma Wijnberg, and Jozef Wins,
Internet:  <http://www.sobiborinterviews.nl/index.php?option=com_content&view=article€l The secalled
HenneickeColumn (Colonne Henneicker group of 54 Dutch Nazis who hunted down Jews for blood money (Jew
hunters were paid out of the proceeds of stolen Jewish property), caught betweé8,80@00ewswhich represents
almost half ofthe Jews who attempted to hideneyfirst extortedmoney from the Jews, and then when the Germans
started paying large rewards they handed over Jews to the Gd=apof these Jews would have been apprehended
without some form of betrayal or denunciatiby ordinary citizens. The work was based orofiig. The Henneicke
Column had a vast network of informants who fed him information by post and tele@emedd van Liempt,
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Kopgeld: Niederlandse premiejagers op zoek naar joden, {AdBterdam:Balans,2002). Those who were caught
sheltering Jews were often not punished at all, others faced short detentions, and in severe cases a small number were
sent to concentration camps

Glib remarks about Polish conduct durittte war should be contrasted withetbalanced assessment made by
Columbia University historian |1svtg8n De8k, who wrote perce
Jew in Germaioccupied Poland was death, a fact that makes all comparisons between wartiméaRetisirehtions
and, say, Danisflewish relations blatantly unfair. Yet such comparisons are made again and again in Western
historie® and virtually always to the detriment of Poles, with scarce notice taken of the fifty thousand to one hundred
thousand Jews saidt have been saved by the efforts of Poles to hide
Pole to be a part of the undergroundEsrseasyisstamcHi ttlhemd st oE u
(Lincoln and London: University of Nebraskaess, 2001), 71, 14Bmpirical studies carried out by historian Gunnar
S. Paulsson on the rescue efforts in the Warsaw area (referred to below) not only confirm wartime reports about the
numbers of Jews sheltered by Poles, but also that the incidemescok in Poland was no less frequent than in
Western European countries such as Holland and France, and much higher than in the Czech Protectorate and other
Eastern European countries occupied by Germdime number of Jews rescued by the Christian Boleso
numbered no more than 23 million in 1939 (this was before their large wartime losses of some two to three million and
massive deportations to the Soviet Union and Gerndaisyyariously estimated: 50,000 according to Philip Friedman;
80,000 according t8zymon Datner of the Jewish Historical Institute in Warsaw; and 12000 according to Joseph
Kermish from the Yad Vashem Institute in Jerusalem. Given that most of the Jewish population was expelled from the
Polish territories incorporated directly inthe Third Reich before the Holocaust got underway in 1942 (except for the
hermetically sealed G-dFf ghetto), Polish rescue activity w
11 million Poles resided, and to a much lesser extent theéhRelidtories to the north and east.

By way of comparison, in Holland, a country with a Christian population of about 9 million and a highly integrated
Jewish population of 140,000, 115,000 Jews were deported to Nazi camps with a high degree ofdpetelia It
is estimated that only some 7,000 out of the 25,000 Jews who attempted to hide survived; the higher figure of 16,000
who survived in Holland appears to include 8,000 to 9,000 intermarried Jews and another 4,000 belonging to other
special catgor i es exempt from deportation. (Such HAspeci al cat egc
Pol and, but in Berlin there some 800 dAprivileg®&d Jewd mar:
Destruction of the European JeviRevised ad definitive edition (New York: Holmes & Meier, 1985), vol. 2, 593.
Despite the fact that Dutch rescue activity was neither numerically nor relatively a more frequent occurrence than that
of the Poles, Holland has enjoyed a rather favourable treatimetblocaust writing and public opinion. In fact,
denunciation was rampant and rescue in Holland faced obst:
instance, experience taught the hosts as well as the hiders that movement and freqgestafhading places were
essential for survival. There were blackmailers anxious to inform on a Jew in hiding in return for even a petty reward.

The Gestapo é routinely paid one quart of br aamdunt four pou
of money, to anyone tur ni n §helitermg the Jéws:\Btorles db Elddocalibb Redceecsa i Pal di
(Minneapol i s: Fortress Press, 1996) , 15. In recent years
downward reassessmene 8§ , for exampl e, Suzanne D. Rutl and, ifA Reasse
Hol ocaust, 6 in John K. R Rembemberingdfor thd Rutsr&he ¢loldcaudtiia amwAge df | eds. ,
Genocide(Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire and New YorkigPave, 2001), vol. 1, 5242, which makes the

important point the Dutch were far more likely to collaborate with the Germans than fight in the resByanag.of

further comparison, it is estimated that no more than 500 Jews were rescued by the tBzechsation of about 7

million, who too generally enjoy a favourable treatment
Attitudes towards t he YaéWashendStudiesitod .t He8 NadlRi7 9Re gi3ret,: 0 At t he
it is estimated that about 424 persons survived Oundergroun
and acquaintances, and others |living under assumed names o0

in Michael R. Marrused., The Nazi Holocaust: Historical Articles on the Destruction of European Jews (Public
Opinion and Relations to the Jews in Nazi Occupied Eur@ffeltport, Connecticut and London: Meckler, 1989), vol.
1, part 5, 41648. Neither Dutch nor Czechoslovak r&tians, whose global wartime losses were in the vicinity of
100,000 and 75,000 respectively (as opposed to Polish losses of up to three million), routinely had to face summary
execution if caught concealing or otherwise assisting Jews, as was the RaEsnh
Regarding Norway, h i s The New & ork Reetv of BagksDld §lk o swva ws te Her oes, 0 No
5, 19MNox)wayfds Response to the HdNéwYork Heldcaust Bibrarj 1991pbyi ¢ a | Per s
Samuel Abrahamsen,isbkao ok sponsored by the 6Thanks to Scandinaviabd Fc
objective account, | wonder why Jews should be particularly thankful, at least in the case of Norway. Nearly half of
that countryds mi nus,800 (065 péreentiofstie tofalgepuldtian} was killedadfiringlthe war
and, as Abrahamsen, a professor emeritus at Brooklyn College in New York, points out, none would have died without
Norwegian collaboration. Norway had only a few convinced Nazis butgbnantiSemites and laxabiding policemen
and bureaucrats to make the Final Solution a-seecess. To begin with, the small number of Jews in Norway was the
result of a long and, at least to me, astonishing tradition ofSamiitism combined with an egimely restrictive
interwar immigration law that kept out nearly all refugees from Nazi terror. During the war, many Norwegians who
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would otherwise not have helped the Germans, took part in registering, arresting, and handing over Jews to the German
authoities. As for the powerful Norwegian resistance movement, it resembled all the other European resistance
movements in caring little about what happened to the Jews. Just as elsewhere, there were thousands of decent
Norwegians who helped hundreds of Jewsaspe, f or the most part across the Swedi
who did survive the war were not sheltered in Norway for long years, as was the case in Poland, but took refuge in
Sweden where they were out of reach of the Germans. Only a few dmasractually survived by hiding in Norway.
See Raul HilbergThe Destruction of the European Jewsjrd edition (New Haven and London: Yale University
Press, 2003), vol. 2, 5889. One should further add that, unlike in Poland, where German forceplesmtitul and the
degree of control absolute, the objective conditions for rescue were far more favourable in Western European countries
Il i ke the Net herl ands, Nor way and Vichy France, as i Ger ma
administratve a si st ance was essenti al in registering, arresting,
Niewyk and Francis Nicosiahe Columbia Guide to the Holocaudtew York: Columbia University Press, 2000),
87i 88.

As for the accomplishments of Polesrigscuing Jews, the most-dtepth study is that conducted by Gunnar S.

Paul sson, who has summari zed some of his findings about co
Jews by Nonlews inNazOc cupi ed Pol and,TéeJouhal af HoloeapspEeecatievl. 7i nos. 1 &

2 (summer/autumn 1998): 19 4 , as foll ows: Ailn the | eague of people who
rescue Jews, Pol and stands at the very t®epnt iacecsodunté n@f ftohr

27,000 Jewish fugitives in Warsaw, 17,000 were still alive 15 months after the destruction of the ghetto, on the eve of

the Polish uprising in 1944. Of the 23,500 who were not drawn in by the Hotel Polski scheme, 17,000 survived until

then. Of these 17,000, 5,000 died in the 1944 Warsaw Uprisi
happens, there is an excellent standard of comparison, because it is estimated that in the NetheRads) 28ws

went into hiding about the same number as in War8aef whom 1G 15,000 survived again, about the same

number . é¢ The conclusi on, t hen, is quite startling: |l eavi
survival in hiding were no worse in Warsaw, atanyrdteatn i n t he Net her |l ands. é¢ The smal
therefore, is not a direct resul t of Polish hostility to t

camps, not by Poles, but by Germgendarmesteinforced by Ukrainian and Badtauxiliaries, and with the enforced
co-operation of the ghetto police. Neither the Polish police nor any group of Polish civilians was involved in the
deportations to any significant degree, nor did they staff the death camps. Nor did the fate of tveaewere taken
to their deaths depend to any significant degree on the attitudes and actions of a people from whom they were isolated
by brick walls and barbed wire. é the 260,000 pewplewborvs i n hid
provided hidnhg-places and another 280,000 who provided other forms of help; on the other hand, blackmailers,
police agents, and other actively aig¢iwish elements numbered perhap3,@00, each striking at two or three victims
a month. In other words, helpers outthered hunters by about 20 or 30 to one. The active helpers of Jews thus made
up seven to nine per cent of the population of Warsaw; the Jews themselves, 2.7 per cent; the hunters, perhaps 0.3 per
cent; and the whole netwdiklews, helpers and huntérsonsttuted a secret city of at least 100,000: one tenth of the
people of Warsaw; more than twice as many as the 40,000 members of the vaunted Polish military underground, the
AK. é How many people in Poland r escuea pelhapy 300,000@10f t hose t h
those that offered minor forms of hélperhaps two or three times as many. Of those who were passively prétective
undoubtedly the majority of the population. All these acts
Anot her study of this topic by Gunnar S. Paul sison, entit|
1944, 0 a Pgir Studed in Palish Jewrywol. 13 (2000): 78103. There Paulsson wrote (at pp. 96, 99):
AfDespite fr equ adthe plevailing Mazi eraa in Wérsaw (comditions absent in the Netherlands), and
despite extortionists, blackmailers, and antisemitic traditions (much less widespread in the Netherlands), the chance
that a Jew in hiding would be betrayed seemstohaveh | ower i n Warsaw than in the Netft
Warsaw was the most important centre of rescue activity, certainly in Poland and probably in the whole of occupied
Europe. é The 27,000 Jews in hidiggsthgreupl|l eb Seebaski hdt ed
al so Gunnar S. Paul sson, fiEvading the Holocaust: The Unexp
Roth and Elisabeth MaxwelRemembering for the Future: The Holocaust in an Age of Gendtldandmils,
Basingstoke, Hampshire and New York: Palgrave, 2001), vol. 133028 ; Gunnar S. Paul sson, fiRi ng
PolishlJewish Relations in Occupied Warsaw, I94® 45, ¢ i n J o s hQoatested Me@driesniPelesradn |,
Jews during the Holocaust drits Aftermath(New Brunswick, New Jersey and London: Rutgers University Press,
2003), 17892; Gunnar S. Paulssp8ecret City: The Hidden Jews of Warsaw, 194@5(New Haven and London:
Yale University Press, 2002), passim.
Wac gaw Zaj Nc ntedontshe inhetert distogian in assessing the willingness of the local population to
help the Jews by stressing the number of Jews actually sav
again, Catholic Poland is severely censorethbse the number of Jews saved by the Poles is unfavorably compared
with the great number of Jews permitted since i mmemorabl e
Zaj Nczkowski points out, this fakémnawa wawho emas kadt ione biyn |
the wartime Council for Aid to Jews, in her bodkonspi racyjna Rada Pomodd4s5t ydom w W
(War saw: PaGstwowy I nstizyg.uti NWygleawmu mlzgr sL98f2)JevBd24t 0 be save
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nt make the job easier than did the minute Matwibdr of Jews
Charity, Part One, 61. Unfortunately, this fallacy permeates much of Holocaust literature. After acknowledging that
tegota hel ped ssonmehe50en0t0rOy JiePw | and: J ewi s hEncyaopaediah Rel at i o

Judaica( Jerusal em: The MacMillan Company, 1971), vol . 13, col
countries, the percentage of Jews saved in Poland was the snsitlestthe predominant attitude was hostile, while

rescue an exception to the rule.o Reliance on such statist
Poles should have saved significantly more Jews than others, despite their matdynp#ore difficult objective
circumstances (which are generally ignored), simply becaus

The holders of such views also somehow manage to overlook the fact that it took heroic individuals to rescue
individual Jews in every countfyone was not rescuing a percentage of the population. There is no evidence that the
number of persons taking part in rescue activities in Poland, as a proportion of the total population, was smaller than in
any other countryinder German occupation. The same lack of balance is evident in other statements found throughout
Encyclopaedia Judaicavhere patently untrue variations on the theme of lack of Polish assistance are harped on. For
example, in vol. 8, column 876,onersad A Wi t h t he e xSoegdrda,dhe exterit of intligenoBseaitii s h
Semitism generally had no bearing on the number of wvictim
such as France, Holland and Norway, is all too apparent.

In Western Europe, the extent of Jewish vulnerability varied with the degree of German control exercised within a
particular jurisdiction. The fewer the escape routes, the tighter the controls, the further removed geographically, and the
smaller the numbeof Jews, the proportion of Jews who perished rose dramatically. For a survey of conditions in
Holland and France, see Hilberghe Destruction of the European Jevlhird edition, vol. 2, 60032 (The
Netherlands), and 64303 (France). According to RauliH ber g, Ailn the Netherlands the Je
thoroughness comparable to the relentless uprooting proce
regime, the local bureaucracy and police played a pivotal role in the Final Solthwarious Dutch police fora@s
the Security Police, the Order Police, the Dutch police from Amsterdam and the Hague, the Dutch auxiliary police (not
to mention the Jewish Order Police from Westerlibnkiere crucial to the success of German designs. Wpeicent
of the Amsterdam police reportedly cooperated with the rays] and a German occupation official proclaimed after
the war that without the Dutch police fAit would have been
Jewry. osman |t hewns and villages f#fAboth the | ocalpsmayors an
Westerbork, the transit camp where Dutch Jews were loaded onto trains for the gassing centres, was guarded by the
illustrious Royal Marechaussee, comparalietie Royal Canadian Mounted Police. Equally accommodating and
essential to the Germans were the personnel of the Dutch transport system who hauled the Jews from the localities to
Westerbork and thence east, i.e., to the border where German railroachpktsok over. See Bob Moor¥jctims
and Survivors: The Nazi Persecution of the Jews in the Netherland$1B8d)(London: Arnold; New York: St.
Martinods, 1997), passi m. However, inside West dewslor k, the G
clerks made up weekly lists of Jews for deportation, and the Jewish order police supervised the loading of Jews onto
trains. That the survival rate was as high as it was had to do in large measure with the exemption created for 8,000
9,000 Jews in iRed marriages and some 4,000 Jews in special categories who were spared deportation to the death and
concentration camps. See Hilbetdpe Destruction of the European Jewhird edition, vol. 2, 619, 6324, 229 n139.

Regarding the situation in France hi st ori an Mi chael R. Marrus states: AThe
deal of assistance from the French to carry out their pl ai
seems highly unlikely that the Germans would have beerblapé deporting large numbers of Jews from France

without the help provided by the French authorities. ¢é Unl

presence, there were few men to spare for Féaocdy three battalions for the occupiedheo for example, or about
three thousand men. 0 Therefor e r el-upanddeportation oftheelenBwasnc h pol i
absolutely essential. See AFrance: TEhcgclogediano$ theaHotdustt he Hol oc a
(New York: Macmillan; London: Collier Macmillan, 1990), vol. 2, 503; see also the entry for the infamous French
assembly and detention camp in the Paris suburb of Drancy in vol. 116.484 way of comparison, there were about
150,000 SS or WaffeB8S stationed in Poland in 1948ee Teresa PrekerowAd,e got a: Commi ssion dobai de
(Monaco: £ditions AmerRiocdrer hi slt9®mMi)an 2Bdseph Rothschild wr
Polish resistance movement were indeed prodigiougedtdown approximately 500,000 German occupation troops
and, according to official German figures, prevented one out of every \&ightmachttransports headed for the
Russian front from reaching its -dceupiedicantyin Europe withouBkand Pol and
gui sl ing. 0 Se eRefumsodpdaisityRORolhicldHstory af East Central Europe Since World War |l,
Second edition (New York: Oxford University Press, 1993), 28. The peak strength and accomplishments ohthe Polis
underground occurred in 194¥945; by that time, however, the Holocaust of Polish Jews was essentially over.

A recent revelation of the extent of West European complicity in the Holocaust came in January 1993 with the release
of documents implicatinghe English authorities on the Channel Island of Guernsey of close cooperation with the

German military in identifying and tracking down that occu
the eightmember cabinet categorically refused hiseas to antdewish edicts. As indicated earlier, the Holocaust in
Pol and was not dependent on such forms of collaboration. S

s h o Whedloronto StarJanuary 6, 1993; Madeleine Buntinghe Model Ocgpation: The Channel Islands under
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German occupiers)aturallyhad an impact on the attitude of the local population. According toriaist
Arno Mayer, they fb e cntswofehe Jemddass beeuseaf dny resauat Jadeopholoiar me

German Rule, 1940945, Revised paperback edition (London: HarperCollins, 1996). Writing about the Holocaust in
Belgium, historian JeaRhilippe Schreiber arrived at a conclusion that aptly sums up the experience eWisle J

population throughout Western Eurofehe trut h of the matter was that, as el se
I i ke the Je wSemilism (wasmpeneasve in Wastetn icountries in the interwar period even though Jews
constituted amicrassopi ¢ mi nority.) Mor eover, fithe suggestion that t|

values and a century of emancipation of the Jews in Western Europe and a widespread readiness to help them is
superficial and not substantiated by the facteread ed t hrough a c¢cl ose anPhlppesi s of t he
Schreiber, iBel gium and the Jews Under Nazi Rul e: Beyond f
Nazi Europe and the Final Solutidgderusalem: Yad Vashem The Holocaust Martyr and Her oes® Remembr
Authority and The International Institute for Holocaust Research, 2003), 480.

Szymon Datner, an historian with the Jewish Historical Museum in Warsaw, arrived at the following balanced
assessment on conditions in occupied filda On t he ot her hand, to speak concretely
Jews: the majority of Poles behaved passively, but that can be explained by the terror and also by the fact that Poles,
too, were being systematically murdered on a mass scaleeb@ermans. On the other hand, aside from passivity,
which | regard as entirely justified by a situation in which every action was heroic, there also existed an indifference
that | regard as negati&ealthough even here one could look for a psychologicplagmation. Next, as if on parallel
lines, come two active groups. Those who betrayed, attacked, or murdered either from a desire for gain or out of pure
hatred, and those who sheltered Jews and aided them in various ways. The second group was morend meneus
representative both of Poles and of the leadership of the Polish underground. Yet the first group was more effective in
its actions. We sometimes forget that saving one Jew often took several or even a dozen or more people, with actions
that geneally lasted for long years. On the other hand, one person and one moment were enough to betray a Jew.

Second, many attempts at aid ended in failure. Both the Jew and the Pole sheltering him died, and this is not counted in
the positive ggtoatziadtai dNRemnanh.dlbe adbtsldwa of Poldhgw York: Friendly Press,
1986), 24950.

As alluded to alreadyuscessfully sheltering a Jew in Poland was rarely the accomplishment or one person, or even
one family. Commenting on the estiraadf 100,000 Polish rescuers made by Joseph Kermish of the Yad Vashem
I nstitute, in an open |l etter to Bodénai Borith dated Februar
conservative view, for it is generally ascertained that it waessible for anyone to singly save a Jew during World
War Il in Poland; rather, it had taken the cooperation of a number of persons to achi@wotaisd being the only
country in Nazioccupied Europe where a death penalty was mandated for assistingnaadgwwvay. In my own case,
it had taken the cooperation of nine persons to save my |
Only one has been recoghni zed -kbown jdumalist &hd suther,ncoudteddmPolesa Kr al | |
who risked their lives to shelter her. Seelityka (Warsaw), April 20, 1968. Anna Forkasiewicz identified three Polish
families (consisting of 11 people), three individual Poles, four priests, and a boarding school run by nuns. Her
testimony is found in Andej Chciuk, ed.Saving Jews in WaForn Poland 19301945(Clayton, Victoria: Wilke and
Company, 1969)26i2 7 . Anot her Jewi sh woman had to change hiding pl a
C| a ryad, Viashem Bulletjmo. 1311 (1956): 34. The rawned immunologist Ludwik Hirszfeld moved eleven
times. See Ludwik Hirszfelddi st or i a j(Walsave Gaytelrikyl@4B; #ax, 195Tanslated aghe Story of
One Life(Rochester: Rochester University Press, 2010)When asked fAWhat help did the res|
to people of Jewish ori ginn whhoe hpird2da,goWgd asd yeedPani,oSeami IPho | ac
repli ed: AA great ®eaiti Pokandtirg. nthose whoi state the op)]
perform a bad service that is hostile to Poland. Let us remember that for pakinig rescue activities on behalf of
Jews one was threatened with death. Not everyone could muster up the strength to run this risk. Not everyone is born a
hero. At least thirty Poles were engaged in rescuing me. At least thirty, at the risk ofvtlees i © See Tadeusz Knae
AWgadysgaw Szpi | nraaczpasmolita®dtober 12 wW290R&.i Uafdrtunately, such opinions are generally
overlooked or discounted, whereas a great deal of unwarranted legitimacy is given to extremely unfavourable,
impressionsistic views about Pslahich fly in the face of il ept h research such as Paul ssoni
example, Calek Perechodnik, a Jewish policeman from the town of Otwock near the outskirts of Warsaw who
dispatched his own wife and daughter to Treblinka, claims that melyot of every 10,000 Poles was prepared to help
Jews in any way, which translates to a little over 2,000 Poles in all of Poland. See Calek Pereéhpdmikyi e d F
(Warsaw: Karta, 2004). Unfortunately, such views are widely held and disseminated. Interviewed on Dutch television
in 1979, for mer |l srael i P r iWha& coMernsithe Jews, thePelesaverd eollaboBteng i N st at
with the GermansOf the thirtyfive million of Poles [actually, there were no more than 23 million ethnic Poles at that
timed M.P], only at most one hundred people have been helping Jews. Between ten and twenty thousand Polish priests
did not save even one Jewish lifel A t hese death camps were (therefore) est a
StevensThe PolegLondon: Collins/Harvill, 1982), 317.
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than because they, too, were being t“Onenwustieeat,d and br
therefore, the charges that Polesr@vnot just innocent bystanders and that they failed tgtheattis,to defy
the might of theNazis!) becausahe Jews remained outside their sense or circle of moral responsibility.
First of all, neither the Jewish nor Christian religion imposes aa@ugomeone to risk their life for another
person. Secondly, most Jews considered themselves to be a nation apart from the Poles, and the Poles, as
the fAother, o remained outside the Jewsd sense or cir
Western Europe came to the assistance of Jews even though they risked no punishment for doing so, as it
was not forbidden by law, or perhaps a monetary fine or short period of incarceration.

The ability of the average Pole to extend assistance tnanjor any significant period of time, walso
severely circumscribed by the povethat afflicted most of the populatioff. Even before the war Poland
was one of the poorest countries in Eur@mal its workers weramong the lowest paidrhe average
working family occupied a onsoom dwelling usually without a toilet and running water, often without
electricity, and almost never with gas. These tiny dwellings were generally occupied by five or more
people.The Great Depression hit Poland hard and thentry struggled to try to attain pk&orld War |
economic levelsln the countryside, millions dmpoverishedamilies owned little or no land anlived in
humble one or twwoom cottagesften withdirt floors. After the German invasion, conditions elebrated
considerablyand soondestitution became the norm for most city dwellers and farnhievgas therefore
extremely difficult, if notimpossible for the average Poléo care for a Jevior an extended period of
time.®® The advantage that farmers hager town dwellers was spade the form of a ben and a small plot
of land and privacy, provided their farm was at the edfjer outsidea village. However rarely did they
haveenough food to shareith othess for any durationThe assistance providedas thereforegenerally
casual or short terrand usually without chargeSuch assistance was widespredalish fugitiveshad to
rely on a number of Poles to surviged oftenhad toresort to petty theft whigh unlike robberg most

farmersgrudginglytolerated

My father [Isaac Gamss] and uncles began taking turns sneaking out at night in search of food. In
the summer, they stole plums, apples, and pears from n
to gather carrots, radishes, tomatoes, and odimegetables that could be eaten raw.
Besides what they picked outside, they also gathered food that sympathetic neighbors left out for
them on doorsteps. Because they knew that as Jews we kept kosher, neighbors mostly set out

potatoes, beans, or breadoffrtime to time, my father and uncles chanced knocking on the doors

Ao J. Mayerwhy Did the Heavens Not Dar k éev? York:HPanthéofR Books, | Solutio
1988), 273.

%2 0n economic conditions in Poland see Derek H. Aldciéfty r o peds Third Worl d: The Europe:
Interwar YeargAldershot: Ashgate, 2006).

63Grzegorz Beredekpondmiemanelyecwar unkowani a egzysinencij i tyd-
Zaggada ¢t yid - ma t,ert4(2008)al11043, especially at p. 119.
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of casual acquaintances. Often they were turned away with angry replies, which was not surprising.

Even if they were not anBemitic, Poles were terrified of being caught helping a%few.

When [Jews] hadeither money nor goods to exchange, they begged for food or stole it. This was

the case with Szoszana Atgasowicz, who while hiding wi
with the peasants. When that source of income was exhausted, she was foreadl to $ter

testimony she writes, Ailn the beginning, at ni ght, t he
would exchange some items of clothing and other objects for food. Later on, the Poles were afraid

of a Jew as if he had been a ghost; they #ifrit door before us. So we stole from the basements

[foodst or age cell ar s] and granari es; usually turnips, cat

hide®But. o

The notion that Poles were eager to see the Jews babigeatedand abusedy the Germansand
relished in their misfortune is discredited figst-hand observersas many Jewishtestimoniesattest to*®
Most Poles were appalled at the treatment the Germans meted out t@&éeesal Johannes Blaskowitz,
commander of the Eighth German Arnduring the September 1939 campaign and subsequently
Commandein-Chief of the Eastern Territories, wrote to Field Marshal Wailtvon Brauchitsch, the
Commandein-Chi ef of the Ger man Ar my, in his report of Feb
out in public against Jews are arousing in religiou:

fundamentally pious (or Gele ar i ng) 0] not only the deepest di sgust

64 Leslie Gilbert-Lurie with Rita Lurie, Bending Toward the Sun: A Mother and Daughter MentNiew York:
HarperCollins, 2009)47. The extended Gamss family was sheltergd Rolish farmers near Urzejowicze south of
Przeworsk.

®“Barbara Engel ki ng, AMurdering and De nloudnteasorEgropehre ws i n t h e
Politics and Societiesiol. 25, no. 3 (August 2011): 4836, here at 437.

66ChaimKapIam,antoherWise har sh critic of Pol es, acknowl edged: fi
provide the local population with a source of mockery and ridicbiet we were wrong. There is no attitude of

di srespect nor of maki ngtheroppodite. dhey [thenPoléshsbow dhat thdyi cemméserater . Just
with us in our humiliation. They sit silent in the street cars, and in private conversation they even express words of
condol ence and encouragement. OBetatpelrant iwmeost ewi |flB ucto nieh!ed 0o pQp
degraded Polish public, immersed in deepest depression under the influence of the national catastrophe, has not been
particularly sensitive to this [pervasive aB&mitic] propaganda [which is being spread by the Gesinéirsenses that

the conquerors are its eternal enemy, and that they are no
drawn all hearts closer, and the barbaric persecutions of the Jews have even aroused feelings of sympathy toward them.

Tacitly, wordlessly, the two former rivals sense that they are brothers in misfortune; that they have a common enemy

who wishes to bring destruct i orScrdl pfdAgonyBn 114 Abmltamtewie same ti m
recorded in his dianyil have heard many stories of Jews who fled Warsaw on that momentous day, 6 September 1939,

and were given shelter, hospitality and food by Polish peasants who did not ask for any payment for their help. It is also

known that our children who go begging ancdegr in their tens and hundreds in the Christian streets are given
generous amounts of bread and potatoes and from this they
See Abraham LewinA Cup of Tears: A Diary of the Warsaw Ghef{oxford and New York: Basil Black in

association with the Institute for Polidewish Studies, Oxford, 1988R4i 25.
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Jewi sh pbApldewishteyewitnessiim Parczew recalled that the burial of 200 Jewish prisoners of
war executed by the Germans in February 1940 fAmade a
and PBVibkhagers from Wyszkfw trmeéirorDolrion sh odredst chrei bGeeds t

hundreds of Hungarian Jews in the summer of £8@in two different occasions, when the Germans were

parading or humiliating the Jews before killing the
sidewalks, looking on in absolute silence, as thoighozen i n place. 0 Al so: APol
sidewal ks, incredulous, some cffossing themselves at t

Rabbi Chaim YitchokWolgelernternoted in his memoirthat most Poles in Dza Joszyce displ ay
empathy, prayer, and crying as the Jews were taken by the Germans to BeAshotding to Rabbi

Wolgelernter,

It was easier to save oneself in the countryside. The simple peasant did not feel hate=luswa
on the contrary, hewhys contacted Jews eagerly and trusted them in every matter. If a Jew did not
entrust his belongings to him to care for, there was no reason to harm him or do him wrong. The

57 Ernst Klee, Willi Dressen, and Volker Reiss, Those Were the Dayso: The Hol ocaust
Perpetrators and Bystandefsondan: Hamish Hamilton, 1991), 4; Jeremy Noakes and Geoffrey PridhanNedssm

1919'1945: A History in Documents and Eyewitness Accowots|l: Foreign Policy, War and Racial Extermination

(New York: Schocken Books, 1988), 939.

% Account of Nuchem Perlam, Archive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw), 861/608
89 Account of Zania Rattenbachrchive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw), 801/670

° Bruno ShatynA Private War: Surviving in Poland on False Papers, 13415 (Detroit: Wayne State University
Press, 198542, 121.

" Chaim Yitzchok Wolgelernter,The Unfinished Diary: A Chronicle of Teaftakewood, New Jersey: Israel

Bookshop Publications, 2015)10, 119, 181, 210As for the mass shootings of Jews, the-@®arman prticipants

wereUkrainians. Ibid., 174Large groups of Jews were in hiding in the surrounding countryside, for significant periods

of time, without being denounced. For example, over sixty Jews hid among Poles in Szyszczyce. A cave behind

Tet el ewnsthefsheker tal over thirty people, and the local Poles thought it a religious duty to bring them food and

other provisions. Another group of Jews hid imikvehbuilding. Their presence was an open secret among the Poles,

and even children talked aldidhem. Yet no one denounced them. After being warned about the common knowledge of

their existence, these Jews moved to a secure location two weeks later. lbid., 221, 238l, |B&ontrast to historians

who try to belittle the Germaimposed death petia for the slightest Polish aid to Jews, Wolgelertner, who actually

went through the Holocaust, does not. lbid., 121, 218, 221, 226, 294, 300, 367, 468. In fact, in several of the cases he

sites, the Polish benefactors were so terrified by the nearbya@ekitings of other Polish benefactors that they

evicted the Jews they were hiding. To add to the terror, the Germans also threatened to burn down entire Polish villages

for individual Poles hiding Jews. Ibid., 221. The Germans did not need Polish irdaorfend Jews. They conducted

house searches for Jews in hiding among Poles. Ibid., 299. The Germans intentionally spread false rumors, about Jews
being all owed to gather in certain fisanctuarGermaneswns, 0 i n
conductedj a p a im krdesto kidnap Poles for forced labour. In doing so, they often came across hidden Jews. Ibid.,

226. Finally, many Jews, exhausted from living as fugitives, gave up, and turned themselves in to the Germans. Ibid.,

282 83. A few Poles denounced or killed Jews they knew or suspected were stealing from them. One evening, Moshe
Rederman, the butcher, instead of buying food, slipped into a Polish neighbe st or age room to get s
Pole saw him, followed Moshe to his hadg, and informed the Polish polickaid., 234.Chaim Wolgelernter ate

kosher food while in hiding, and his Polish benefactor, Biskup, supiplimld., 37Q Years later, Abraham Fuhrman

described how Wolgelernter reacted to food, that had, underediiffeircumstances, been acquired by bandiifyhen

Chaim Yitzchok witnessed our methods of extorting provisions from the Poles, he himself was loath to eat the food, but

at the same ti me he smeinkindtess gerenteil@icatang b atd hbdehby t Wwidy myfAdchi | d.
370.
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peasants empathized with us in our suffering and misfortune. They showed thédcbyning us
with bread and water. It was true they were fearful of letting us into their Humélse reason for
that was thatin every village, notices were posted warning that whoever takes a Jew in or gives
him a pece of bread would pay with theifd. Notwithstandingwhen things quietened down a

little, they let us sleem their barnsand they even took womemd children into their homés.
A survivor from Radom recalled:

All inmates of the Szkolna Street camp [in Radom] were lined up by énm&hs and ordered to
march in the direction of Opoczno. The S.S. men hurried the tardy marchers along with the aid of
their clubs and whips. The Jews all marched togétleet d me n , wo men, chil dren and th
They passed farms and hamlets and notiaed the Polish villagers locked themselves behind their
doors, hoping thus to shut out the sight of the Jewish prisoners walking and falling again toward an
unknown destination. &
They were marched to the railroad station to board a train; no one suspieitthese were death
trains speeding to the crematoria. Some of the Polish railroad men working on the wheels of the
locomotive whispered to the prisoners:

AYou poor beggars, theyodre taking73you to Auschwitz. S
A Jewishunderground journalJndzere Wegyrote on March 1, 1942:

The Pol es, who avoided any negotiations and contacts
hear anything about establishing a Polish government which would obey the Germans and their

rulers, annanced their sympathy for the tortured Jews on every occasion. That was the reaction

from members of the Polish intelligentsia, the Polish workers and peasants; they stressed that the

Poles, as a people with beliefs, a politically mature people, wouldenteinipted to catch the racial

hook. é The occupier did everythindg in his power to is

These accountsand many otherscontradict the selectivelghosen ones of Poles rejoicing at Jewish
suffering. A thoroughreview of the Plish underground press of all political stripes hasneetaledany

evidence of approval for therimes of theHolocaust; on the contrary, those involved in atrocities

"2Barbara Engelking) e st t ak i pinkny sgoneczny dzie®: L0664 Zyd-w szu
(Warsaw: Stowarzyszenie CeB32t53 um nad ZaggadN tyd-w, 2011),

73 Tuviah FriedmanNazi Hunter(Haifa: Institute for the Documentation of Nazi War Crimes, 1987)98.
" As cited in Havi BerSa s s on ,-J efiwvioslhi sRiel ati ons dur i ng the Holocaust: A
Robert Cherry and Annamaria O#kowska, eds.Rethinking Poles and Jews: Troubled Past, Brighter Future

(Lanham, Maryland: Rowman & ttlefield, 2007), 90As Havi BenSasson shows, the initial objective portrayal of
Poles in Holocaust accounts later gave way to negative stereotypes.
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committed against the Jews were unequivocally condemned by all political factiondjngdhose on the
extreme right?

We must be cautious in attributing fiindifferenceo t
vast majority of the Jews) demonstrated in the face of relentless German terror. Such charges are
unpalatable ithey come from the mouth or pen of someone who does not naggeanplaryrecord of
humanitarian accomplishments or has not displayed perseraitm. Faiminded Jews who lived through
those timeseschew suctgeneralizationsRabbi Abraham D. Feffer, adtbcaust survivor from Drobin,

wrote:

Yet many fortunate survivors from my own shtetl, remember well and with great fondness and

admiration the help of the brave Christian farmers who lived in nearby villages where we worked on

cold winter days. (In Polah hiding a Jew, or feeding him was punishable by death, usually hanging).

We remember how these men and women, at great peril, o]

share with us warm soup, bread and potatdes.

Z.BenMoshe from the town of Gask wr ot, eonesobwhenthaleot h na me

ever been recognized as Righteousrlagl Vashem:

We must remined [s& be mindful of] all those people, not Jews, who gave their hand to save many
of our townwhen they escaped from the Nazi mur derers. Al so
Christians who suffered seeing how the Jews of their town suffered. In the hard days of distress and
banishment, they endangered themselves by hiding Jews and giving thenth&ombread.
Gabrionchik and his wife from Lask [ Gask]; he gave docu
Raichbard and Shmuel Friedman. A Christian woman emerged as aamgeérwhen they had to
pass the boundary of the German protectorate [i.¢g the Generalgouvernement]. Heinzel,
Ski binski [ $Kawguidestkeitwodoshe Badlish secret organization in order to receive
German documents, and hid them in his home some days. He gave them the address of Zvi
Michalovitz in GrushkovitzgGorzkowice], and did so that they would be accepted by a priest, who
was the chief of the secret organization in this place. This priest, whose name is unknown, accepted
them with bright face, and immediately gave them the necessary documents. TheChoistign,
who knew they were Jews, hid them in her parentsd house
from Varsha [Warsaw], who escaped from the Gestapo.
The Polish policeman Krakovski [Krakowski], who saved Zvi Michalovitz from the d&atgm
[sic], just in the last minute, and brought him to a refuge place. The family Banashchiek, who hid him
in the threshing | oor, and gave him all he needed for | essons he

The villagers who disperse pieces of bread andipp on the ways, for the caravans of hungry people,

S AndrzejFri szke, fAPublicystyka Pol ski i1P94ddz, iode mnre fGuwardy3co i aagkd a
Pol ska, Pol acy, h@ﬁ'?l@,psp>m:iall$a1210.nar odowe,

8 Rabbi Abraham D. FeffeMy Shtetl Drobin: A Saga of a Surviv@oronto: n.p., 1990), 22
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who went under the watching of the S.S. The villagers who gave their shoes to barefooted and weak.
How can we forget the villagers who refused to give food [to] the watchers of the voamaamns

who wee transported from workamp. Shraga Noiman tells about a Polish boy who worked as an
electrician in Kolomna. He offered to save the whole group of Jews that worked there, and to transfer
them to a secure place near Varsha. This electrician and hisdelidvo acted a period of time to

save Jews, were caught at last by the N&zis.

Matus Radzivilovera cantor who hails froVarsaw stated:

I never had the tendency to be a nationalist. | am positively devoted to my Jewish brethren and | am

proud of myheritage, but | also loved the country of my birth, Poland. | loved my neighbors, the

Poles | grew up with and lived with in love and peace. | never accused them of failing to help us

because they were in great danger themselves. Hundreds of thoustdueds weere killed or deported

to concentration camps. They paid their price wunder
exterminate the Poles after he was done with the Fews.

About t he Pol elighhofthelawsRaul dlitberd, whose owledge of arclval sources is

second to none, wrote:

For some righving Poles, who had always wanted the Jews to depart, the deportations came
virtually as a wish fulfilment. The broader center, however, had more complex thoughts. Poles
knew that theywwere not a favored group in German eyes, and the realization that the end had come
for the Jews inevitably raised questions whether the Poles would be next. The reaction was
observed in Volhynia, and it surfaced again in the Lublin District, where thea®er followed

their roundup of the Jews with a more benign, but forcible resettlement of Poles from one zone to

another’®

Overall, the general Polish population is not mentioned in German documents in respect of its
participation as harassing Jews andpimgl the Germans. To the contrary; many German reports
indicate that Poles felt anxiety for their own safety after the Jews disappeared. There are some
German documents that mention some Poles, notably Polish police, raiooeets and lowevel
employes in German offices but there was no Polish central authority collaborating with the
Germans, as we find in e.g. Norway and its Quisling government or France and its Vichy regime.

This was never the case in Poland.

"z.BenMos he, fARespect faumamaledl ask:sefee zikarofidel Avii Asociation of Former
Residents of Lask in Israel, 1968), 125.

"8 Matus RadziviloverNow or Never: A Time FdBurvival(New York: Frederick Fell, 1979), 82

" Raul Hilberg, Perpetrators, Victims, Bystanders: The Jewish Catastrophe,i1933 (New York: Aaron Asher
Books/HarperCollins, 1992), 898.
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As was the case in many European coesf there were also Polish individuals that played
extortion games with Jews, but then there were also Poles that helped Jews under risk of facing
death penalty from the German occupants. Both categories were relatively small in comparison to
the generapopulation, albeit one must take into consideration that most survivors made it through
the war by Polish help and protection. A friend of mine, Bronia Klebanski, who is Jewish but lived
on the fiAryano side of society and was an active member of the Bewrglerground in the
Bialystok[ Bi a § areatonck {old me a story of how she at a time took the train during the war,
and was suddenly pointed out by a little girl who yelfd@w®. All the Polish passengers sat
quietly, and nobody said anything to instigate further interest.adtisunt is a small example of the
general practice of necollaboration among the Poles during the war.

€ In Ukraine, contrary to Poland, where the Germans
often massacred on the spot. The Nazi death camps iniedd@pland such as Treblinka, Belzec
[ Be § Sobibol] S o b iard Chelmng C h e gwere allhidden to the publfé,

Of all the native police forces in occupied Eastern Europe, those of Poland were least involved in

anttJ ewi sh actions. é The Ger man sforthGerhath eyasaltey vi ew t hem as
were not even worthy of that role. They in turn could not join the Germans in major operations

against Jews or Polish resistors, lest they be considered traitors by virtually every Polish onlooker.

Their task in the destruction dfe Jews was therefore limitéH.

After the Jews were deportéwm the cities and townsyhatproperty of valuelews left behind (by then,
muchof it had already been officially seized mivatelylooted by the Germans or sold or hidden away by
the Jew themselvesyvas for the most part takeby the GermansThe less valuable itemsncluding
wooden cottages antharket standswere put up for saldy auction Given theshortages of basic
neccesities such as clothing and wpidis not suprising that lyers could be fountf Not all Poles
however,rustedto take over Jewish propertg Jewish memoif r om Dzi aoszyce memoir me
some local Poles took part in such auctions, while others did not. In fact, the Poles arodpsiziizsa

came to the soeto-be-doomed Jews and offered to buy their property in advdhée have your bene:

i n mihaydkexpkied Al f you sel!/l Uus your possessions, at | ea
public auctions taking place all over ,Thewaicionofdo t he J ¢
80 Interview with Proéssor Raul Hilberg, June 20, 2005, available on line at

<http://www.maxveritas.com/pb/wdadd70b0.html|?0.61138475332082Z here are many Jewish accounts attesting

to the fact that Poles generally did not succumb toJawish incitement. See, for example, the testimonies of Stefan

Chaskielwicz, Israel Shahak, Halina Gorcewicz, Roman SoqlgBkiorge Sten, Marek Edelman, Sta a Agapin

Rubi gowicz, Zosia Goldberg, Ruth Altbeker Cyrprys, Natan G
and Yitzhak Zuckerman, cited in Mark Pallhe Warsaw Ghetto Uprising and the Poles: The Untold Shotgrnet:
<http://lwww.kpk-toronto.org/200&undusz_obrony.htri.

81 Hilberg, Perpetrators, Victims, Bystande&i 93.
82 Jan Grabowski and Dariusz Libionka, edsl, u c z e i kasa: O mieniu Uydowski m w Pol s

we wczesnych latach powojennych TA®50(Warsaw: St war zyszeni e Centrum Bada@® nad Zag:«
102, 154, 188, 265, 266.
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the remaining bel ongiaeeventuallf toak place. The Rdish éafmer®ehirbya § o s z v
Szyszczyce refused to take pdraonically, one of the chief dutiethe local Jewish collaboratorgas to

empty Jewish houses of valuables so that they could be shipped to thé Riéidbne so thathie property

would not get auctioned off and fall into the hands of the Fdles.

A Polishpartisaf r om t he Klrecallednt - w ar ea

Sever al weeks after the deportation of the Jews of Kl
auction of the property lefh the Jewish homes. As an eyewitness of the auction, | know for sure

that no one in our village of Jeziory or in the neighboring villages bought anything at that auction.

OQur good peopl e wer e slawsh praperty ffokVithg Nagilcrmgilis? s we buy

soon as they liquidate thé* Jews, they will begin liqui

I n Biaga Rawska, abandoned Jewi sh homes remained emp
enmuragement of the Communist regime that they were occupied by the localfmahe waf® Given

the widespread poverty, it is not surprising thatéhgas also a great deal of looting, even though this was

a risky business dsoterscaught in the actould face severpunishmentThose who looted did not loot

because the property belonged to Jews, but rather because it had been abandoned, abdrevirenore

than ample evidence thaidting is a universal phenomendnring warime and civil strife. It would be

surprising if there was nonender such conditionsTherefore, pontaneoud as opposed to(state)

organized looting should properly be atttited to opportunistic greed rather than to racial moffes.

83 Wolgelernter,The Unfinished Diary161, 181, 221.
84 Mazgaj,In the Polish Secret Wabg.

®Barbar a St@nt erjhamice §daisant ABE,r13DY),S9.

% See Bethay M. Pal uk, ALooting as a ®larekelJanAChoadkiavscy, W&adechi a | Deter
Jerzy Muszy Eski, @addnHBareest ertHeaBg of GoldaStudies drsthe Fate of Wartime Poles and
Jews(Washington, D.C.: Leopolis Press, 201201 14. One should not assume that looting property during the war

was something only nedews engaged in or that only Jewish property was targeted. Jews looted Jewish homes and

properties from which Jews had fled or been expelled tempor@rdye  @®vak&Akrchiwum Ringelblumayol. 6, 560

(Grodzisk), 650 (Pustelnikl ews | ooted the property of foreign firms in |
came in their carriages and drove away withcomdhhaeerhogs i nsi
you?d6 | demanded. O6You, the richest Jew in Lublin, grabbin
f ool . Shiye Rldberg (Shie Chehevefhe UndefeatedTel Aviv: H. Leivick Publishing House, 1985j9i 80.

Jews in Kaguszyn pillaged and then traded in foodstuffs ar

rail way station. See Zaydman, AChil dr en i rBefar Katuszyii dst of R
Geheylikt der kbrev gevorener kehilgTel Aviv: Former Residents of Kaluszyn in Israel, 1961), 367ff., translated as

The Memorial Book of Kaluszyninternet: <http://jewishgen.org/yizkor/kaluszyn/Kaluszyn.html>. Ukrainian

nationalists and Jews, who had joined togetheréaot a triumphal arch for the German invaders, participated in looting

Polsh m I it ary buil dings i n Pr zeSmyultiny Swerez e BEu g €Ki aVEszpwo Bin ¢ 2 y (Es
Wydawnictwo Literackie, 1985), 132. F o rArciwam Ringelbluma s i n t he
vol. 3, 327. Emanuel Ringelblum recorded thatlito Jews were quick to seize valuables discarded by deported

German Jews, who were afraid that possessing them might lead to serious repercussions at the hands of the Germans.

See RingelblumKronika getta warszawskieg69. Mary Berg confirms that Jewksa participated in looting of Polish

property during the Germafoviet conquest of Poland. When she and her fellow Jews were on the move they came

across a bulletidden house containing a dead Polish peasant. They looted his house, as she descrhmErsl@cto

1939): ifiThe kettle which we O6inheriteddé from this murdered
War saw. 0 See Mary Ber g Warsadw Gligtto: A DiarylSelv iyark: Id B. isthan, 1949),d 4. ,

Jewish porters in #h Warsaw ghetto were notorious for stealing Jewish property (and acting as informers for the
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Germans), as were Jewish gravediggers. Groups of teenagers, among others, also engaged in that lucrative activity. A

memoir of a participant recalled how thesewyagist er s descended on Warsawds buri al g
knives to extract gold teeth, crowns and bridges from the mouths of corpséodiism WojdowskiBread for the
Departed(Evanston, lllinois: Northwestern University Press, 1997),i 328. The Jewish police was secot@none

in their ability to extort money and other valuables, especially during deportations from the ghetto. Looting was a
common occurrence when the size of the Warsathathbett o was
Jewish mob stole mercilessly from their fellow men during such shifts only magnified the feeling of contempt for those

who were perishing. o During the great deportation in the s
scale, amasng considerable fortunes for themselves. Afterwards, the remaining Jews widely looted property left

behind by Jews seized for deportation and began dealing in such property on a massive scale. See Itawlal4.evin,

Around: The Plunder of Warsaw Jewryrthg World War 1l and Its AftermatfiVestport, Connecticut and London:

Praeger, 2004), 991, 96, 98, 14854; Barbara Engelking and Jacek Leocighe Warsaw Ghetto: A Guide to the

Perished City(New Haven, Connecticut and London: Yale University Pr@e89), 479, 749 Henryk Makower,

Pamintni k z getta war dztawcsxke @yrddcAdgRanvt d zZ aekrgnai dk NLa9r4o0d o wy i m.
1987), 62; Calel Perechodni®m | a Murderer?: Testament of a Jewish Ghetto PoliceffBoulder, Colorado:

Westview Press/HarperCollins, 1996), 1@&hgelking and Libionkat y d z i w powst a2@x 30@,306;War szawi e,
Ludwik Hirszfeld, Ludwik Hirszfeld: The Story of One LifRochester, New York: University of Rochester Press,

2010), 234, 235Reicher,Country of Ash122 A Jewish woman who discovete a | ar ge cache of money (
during the Warsaw uprising of August 1944 thought nothing of dividing up the loot with her SiseeAlejandro

Parisi, El ghetto de las ocho puertdBuenos Aires: Editorial Sudamericana, 2009), 13fer the faied Warsaw

Uprising of August 1944, Jews who remained in the ruins of Warsaw acquired belongings from evacuated Poles for a

pittance and formed expeditions to search for valuables buried by Poles (in the hope of digging them out later) and
appropriated themSee Bernard GoldsteiThe Stars Bear Witnegkondon: Victor Gollancz, 1950), 25%2, 262,

270 71. Chiel Rajchman, who took refuge in bormimed Warsaw, recalled how he and other Jews went to abandoned
warehouses and homes of people who were forced meuat e the city and fAcarried off a

food and clothes. o See the I nterview with Chiel Raj chman,
Museum, Washington, D.C. Rubin Katz also engaged in the desecration of the ded#esedie lacked candles for
il lumination, he stole candles from a | ocal Catholic cemet

Gone t o 2BI32cAker theoJoviet front passed through, Jews also took part in removing valérabtethe

corpses of German and Soviet soldiers. See Uri Huppestdr - U do F(Wdeg§awamWiaft, 2004) .
situation was much the same in other localities. Jews seized belongings left behind by Jews who had been deported

from the ghettos. See BaBender,The Jews of Biagystok During¢watheony | d War 1
Massachusett s: Brandeis University Press, 2008) , 202, 211.
bring back some of the belongings abandoned by Jews whewéne forced to move into the ghetto, considering that

they were entitled to inherit ownerless Jewish property. Rubin Katz boasts of the advantage that Jewish looters had

over Polish ones; the |l atter #Adi dnrahatwkshould bendfitfronewhato di g f or
the Poles called 6Jewish bootyd r atlhdenrat: Thh ZewishtCbuacits,in or t he G
Eastern Europe under Nazi Occupatifiincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1996), 563; K&ane toPi t c hi po U,

87. A Jewish itinerant trader active in Lublin province in
|l eft behind by murdered Jews. TTheeUndefedtel &2gPe r sA bJoeuwg hftr otnh eGh edg
recalled hav his property was misappropriated by fellow Jews:

The Jewish police went to each house after Alkion and made new lists of the remaining
populatiord those who had survived. The Germans then ordered the survivors to live closer together,

inamorenarrl y restricted area. Two families, with 4 childr
My new neighbors resented my preséntkeey would have preferred to have the house all to

themselves.

é | was completely dejected, retsmangers how wih erpssed s s e d . I n my
in my wifeds clothes; their children wore my I|little one
I just couldndt control my tears. They slept in my bed

of merchandise ira chest, so | slept on the lid of that chest. | had lost my bed because | was
outnumbered by them; they simply took over the bed and

A big camp, wusing the military barracks of Chelm as a
issuedall Jewshadt o report to the barracks. &

I didnét report to that camp. Some of my neighbors in
could no longer use my faldeam hiding place. Anyhow, they wanted to get rid of me. With me

gone, there wdud be one | ess body in the crowded room. And t he

meager possessions. One woman in the flat lost her husband so she wanted all Jewish husbands

everywhere to die. Another had lost 2 brothers who were my age, so she lookedrat her eyes

seemed to say: OWhy are you alive and theydre not?d Som
the Gestapo burst into the flat, ran right over to me and told me to tell them where | had hidden my
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mer chandi se. é | s h oemcbahdisé Wwas.Mhewltraighea track and t haceto m

|l oad all the merchandise on it. €é | had to go with the
When | finished they beat me and drove me straight to the big new military barracks camp and shoved

me in | was no longer a free man.

See Kalmen Wewryk, To Sobibor and Back: An Eyewitness Acco(Mbntreal: Concordia University Chair in
Canadian Jewish Studies and The Montreal Institute for Genocide and Human Rights Studies2519299)A
characteristic titude on the part of Jews acquiring pdetvish property during the war has been aptly summed up as

f ol | tiwan: estdblished social order that the living inherit from the dead. What is wrong, some argued, in taking
over the abandoned property of@aracuee? The conscious individual was the one who was first on the scene, acting on
the assumption that O6someone wil/l do it if | dondét 6. Of ¢«

the ghetto a close or distant relative, under atraog law the rightful heir of the evacuee. The conscious would meet
this objection with the assurance that, should an heir of the former appear, the goods would be returned (something
which hardly ever happened), while easing his conscience with thedahgathat he had saved the goods from falling
into the hands of t he BEeiveemhifa & Dedtld: HiSayeof JBnash Lifdin WeBtione Pokamd,
19391945(London, England: Janus Publishing Company, 19&),

During the Soviebccupatim of Eastern Poland in 1988941, the property of Poles often fell into the hands of their
unscrupulous Jewish neighbours. The estate of the Kiersnowski family in Podweryszki near Bieniakonie was totally
stripped of its belongings in September 1939 byngydangs, one of which was led by a local Jew. See Kiersnowski,

Tamiwtedy3 9. When the village of Migk-w was cleared of its Pol
Bessarabia in the dead of winter in January 1940), Jews descendedvilagbewith their carriages and dismantled
and plundered what remained. See KarazgWarsawyno 2421098wH08.i , i Woj na
When Poles were evicted from their homes in the villages of Jaremecz and Mikulczyn they were takgnlowss.
See GrzegorzMazuRokuci e w |l atach drugiej wojny Swiatowej: PogoUen

podziemia(l Kr a k - w: Uni wer syt e treqliemtly ithe propert¢Est Pales defodtedl 40)the Gulag) was
simply confiscated by Jewish militamen orby wi sh nei ghbours who had ostensibly ta
for example, the account of | zabella Dybczy&ka from Tel ec

Before the war these Jews behaved in a very friendly manner, but as soon as the Bolsheviks arrived
they joined forces witthem. They pretended to be friendly, but in an underhanded way they
Ainformedo us of what might happen and offered their he
Right after the entry of the Bolsheviks, some Jews told my parents that they should hide their
clothing because it wouldniall likelihood, be taken from us. | remember very well packing suits and
fur coats belonging to my parents €é Two huge suitcases
for safekeeping. Soon after another man ardvednt, it appears, by these Jéwsho told us to get
ready by evening a desk and two more suits which would
were | iving in two nearly empty rooms. Our furniture wa
the remainder of the dwelling.
The situation bcame progressively worse since we had to live from something. My mother
approached Szamszel to return the clothing he had taken for safekeeping. This exchange probably
lasted for a few days and finally he told her that he would not return anything. &livwes and we
shoul dnét make any <claims or things might get wor se.
December 21, when my father was taken away. Two days later he was shipped out of Telechany; to
this day | do not know where he was murdered. In A®#0 my mother and | were deported to
Kazakhstan, where we spent six years.

See Jerzy Robert NowaRr zemi | czane zbrodni e: tydziilogl Wasdwawy na Kr es a
borowiecky, 1999), 13435. When the Soviets retreated in June 1941 in advance of the Germans, Jews plundered state

property in many | ocal it i esnk wSeary Batalionu Rulicje322 (Ojraeawvaned y Es k i fi
tgumaczeni eBdokemgnt &3, ovn e j Komi sji Bad ann.ila (19874):r210d n i Hitle

(Biagystok) ; Meir Peker, Al n the BBigdskPodiaskBoektintthe H&y t he Ca mp ¢
Memory of the Bielsk Podliask Jews Whose Lives Were Taken During the Holocaust Between 1939 @rel 1941
Avi v: Bielsk | mmigrantso6 Association of | srael and the Uni
Deliverance20( Soko gy near Biagystok); G. Bei |l , AiThe Hol ocaust (T
Biltzki, eds., The Book of Kobrin: The Scroll of Life and Destructi@an Francisco: Holocaust Center of Northern
California, 199 2) ki, ARiBvium Ridgelblumgy@)| ;. t3b,i klo7w2s, 202Polacygoni m) ; Wi
tydzi w zabo218 68woertc k) m, Sa muAdczow Memair(Ndwe York:eShéngold m,
Publishers, 1986), 168 8 ( Zgocz - w) .

Throughout Europe Nazi German policies &veesponsible for the widescale plunder of Jewish property. A case in
point is the city of Salonica (Thessaloniki) in northern C
only did the local authorities facilitate the expropriation of Jevpiopertyincluding the large Jewish cemetery, which

38



was destroyed by 500 Greek workers, but also the local population engaged in looting on a massive scale. Even the

leaders of the Jewish police tortured, extorted and killed their fellow Jews in orffdeceédhem to reveal where their
possessions were kept. Despite a police warning against I
guickly plundered by Greek gangs |l ooking for vaduables whi
away, people rushed into their houses, tore up floorboards and battered down walls and ceilings, hoping to find hidden
valuables. 0 There was a fAcomplete breakdown ofhanbaw and or
shops of the city begato fill up with stolen goods. Residential property was invaded by squatters after the authorities

removed furniture to warehouses. Only a small number of Greeks helped Jews to hide, and few of them survived even

though the penalty for helping a Jew was more than imprisonment. On their return the survivors found Jewish

tombstones in urinals and driveways; they had been used to make thdlodanoéa taverna built over a corner of the

former cemetery. Because graves had been ransacked for the tibasurad been supposedly hidden there, many

Jewish skulls and bones were visible. See Mark Mazo8aignica, City of Ghosts: Christians, Muslims and Jews,

1430 1950(New York: Knopf, 2005), 3978, 403, 405, 406, 4123, 418.There is ample evidence thasidentsof

wealthy nations are equally prone to lootifhen Germany invaded France in June 1940, both Frenchmen and

Germans soldiers took turns looting stores and other premises. See Bvad$ird Reich at War, 1989945,132.

After the Jewish diaond dealers were deported from Antwerp, vacated Jewish dwelling were searched with a fine

tooth comb by Nazis and their local helpers to locate hidden loot (diamonds and jewelry); they ripped up floors, took

apart bricks, and dug in cellars. S8laine Sapier Fox, ed.Out of Chaos: Hidden Children Remember the Holocaust

(Evanston, lllinois: Northwestern University Press, 2013), I98artime Britain, the problem became critical despite

the fact that there was no occupation or breakdown of state agparatu

Looting occurred as soon as the bombs of the Blitz began to fall. Bombed houses were raided.
Valuables disappeared. Carpets and lead pipes were ripped out. In the first prosecutions in November
1940, it was members of the ARP and of the AFS who faeedharges. The blackout created ideal
conditions for burglars, pickpockets and rapists. Offences proliferated as the rate of police successes
dropped.
Fraudulent claims provided another problem. People who had lost their home were entitled to a
A5 0 Ovanee cn posiva r compensation up to A20,000. People who t
personnel were entitled to payment ofsl@d. per week. The National Assistance Office was
swamped with claimants, and found it easier to pay than to verify.
A British MP called blacknar ket eeri ng 6treason of the worst kind©o. Bt
rationing in force, illegal trade of all sorts flourished. In Glasgow, many people died from drinking
homebr ewed &éhoochd.
Murders in England and Wales increasgd22 per cent. The increase was partly due to the ready
supply of firearms, and partly to opportunism. Bomibed ruins provided good cover for murderers,
who sought to disguise their prey as Blitz victims.

See Norman Daviegurope at War, 1939.945: No Simple VictoryLondon, Basingstoke and Oxford: Macmillan,
2006), 382. From the summer of 1944, looting grew more widespread in Germany, especially duritigy@igit
raids; however, it seems that only foreign workers caught looting were executeel Ggriman authorities or lynched
by German mobs. See Evai$ie Third Reich at War, 1989945,703 6 . At war 6s edAmericah) | i ed sol d
French, and British engaged in widespread plundering in wavaged Europe. Looting began even before the
German fontier was crossed in 1945: American reports confirmed that pillage of Belgian civilian property by U.S.
troops took place on a considerable scale. Once in Germany looting becambl@afalepidemic, with the military
authorities joining in to confiscatworks of art, resources and technical equipment. See Antony B@éeoFall of
Berlin 1945(New York: Penguin/Viking, 2002), 1993; Norman G. Finkelsteirl,he Holocaust Industry: Reflections
on the Exploitation of Jewish Sufferif§econd paperback é¢din (London and New York: Verso, 2003), 178; Giles
MacDonogh After the Reich: From the Liberation of Vienna to the Berlin Ailittndon: John Murray, 2007), 240,
26971, 310, 382, 3880, 404, 419. Of course, pillaging by the Soviets also took on weagsoportions. See
MacDonogh After the Reich297ff., 381 88.
After the Second World Wathe PalestiniarfArab) population was driven out of Israel en masse, leaving behind
most of their possessions, including their homes, furnishings and persfatas.eThese were then systematically
looted by Jewish soldiers, officials and civilians. Most of the lamthed by Palestinianwas expropriated by the
Israeli state antheirabandoned dwellings were all ocat edputtinplace®wi s h i mmi ¢
ensure that none of this property would ever return to its lawful owners. Tom Segev describes what happened:

During the[1948 Arablsraelijlwar and afterwards plundering and | ooting
only thing that DasidiBepGu rsieodn neet, 0a s@abi net meeting, filand
bitterly, was the discovery of such moral failings among us, which | had never suspected. | mean the

mass robbery in which all parts of the population par

houses in the towns and villages they occupied grabbed whatever they could. Some took the stuff for
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themsel ves, ot hers #dAfor the boyso or for the kibbutz.
equipment, trucks and whole flocks of cattle. Behor Shitlid his colleagues of the Ministerial
Committee for Abandoned Property that he had visited some of the occupied areas and saw the

l ooting with his own eyes. iFrom Lyddleadsasof one, 06 he said
property. o MéenKaplanodadhmi naad: AfAs a matter of fact, ne
nor the Custodian of Abandoned Property is in control of the situation, and the army does what it
wants. o The Custodian, Dov Shafrir, tnd their t he minister:
adjutants wanted to stop the Il ooting, fibut not the stor
é

I n Haif a, Jaffa and Jerusalem there were many civiliar

seized everyone, 0 noetkgd widintdewvwi Moahe, Sgmi baps and comm
women and children, all fell on the spoils. Doors, windows, lintels, brickstitesf floortiles, junk

and machine parts. €0 He could have also added to the
bubs. &

Amin Jarjouria, MK of the (Arabic) Nazareth Democratic List, which was associated with MAPAI,

reported: ATwo days after the seizure of Jish, in the

and carried out searches. In the course of thelsesmidiers robbed several of the houses and stole
605 pounds, jewelry and other valuables. When the people who were robbed insisted on being given
receipts for their property, they were taken to a remote place and shot dead. The villagers protested to
thelocal commander, Manu Friedmann, who had the bodies brought back to the village. The finger of

one of the dead had been cut off to remove a ring. ...0
Altogether, between 140,000 and 160,000 immigrants were settled in abandoned homes: in Jaffa

some4d, 000, in downtown Haifa about 40,000, and in Acre
some 600 shops in Ramlah had been distributed to immigr

And so tens of thousands of Israelis, soldiers and civilians, helped themselves to the spoils. One
took an armchair, another a rug, a third took a sewing machine and adatothbine; one took an
apartment and another took a vineyard. Very quickly and easily a wholeatesisa small onef
newly prosperous people appeared on the scene: merchaeds)agors, contractors, agents of all
sorts, industrialists and farmers. Some stole what property they could, others received theirs legally. A
good many of the transactions fell into that gray area between what the law permitted and what was
consideredli | egal , bet ween outright robbery and official expr
Starting in the | atter half of 1948, the Ministry of
Property Law, giving the Custodian a share in the ownership of the property he hadtb hither
controll ed as a trustee, and authorizing him to trans
Authority.o The Ministryds draft proposed a I|iteral def
was no longer present in the territory of the statbekthe draft was brought before the Ministerial
Committee, Moshe Sharett demanded that the definition be changed to designate anyone who had left
his home after a certain date (November 29, 1947), regardless of where he might have lived
thereafter. He dme attention to thousands of refugees who had left their villages and settled in
Nazareth. If they were not defined as absentees, it would be necessary to let them return to their
homes. Sharett also raised the possibility that Israel might one day séizes Ha the West Bank,

whi ch was a fireasonable I|ikelihood, 0o he thought. I n th
within Israelés jurisdiction and they would demand to
properties they haavatobwasataepted.cConse§uerly, the defihiton in thes

| aw was changed to embrace alll who had abandoned their

were still living in Israel. Some time after, the Custodian was authorized to sell the abandoned
property to the development authority, and the Government of Israel authorized the latter to sell it to
the Jewish National Fund. More than half a million acres were thus expropriated from their owners. A
few thousand of these owners were actually living nadk yet the law defined them as absentees,
even if they had only left their homes for a few days and stayed with relatives in a nearby village or
town, waiting for the fighting to end. Later they came
majority of them were not allowed to return to their homes. Those refugees who were permitted to
return to Israel after the war were also formally absentees and their property was not restored to them.
é

The authority of the military governors was also utilizedexpropriate lands. The military governor
would issue an order to expel villagers from their homes, or forbid them entrance to their fields and
thereby prevent them from cultivating them. Then the Minister of Agriculture would declare the lands
to be uncttivated and use his authority to hand them over to others to cultivate. In this way Arab
farmers lost their lands without actually losing their title to them. Other laws which served the same
purpose were | ater passed. ¢é
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During deportation operationdews would ofterattempt toflee into the countrysidérom the smaller
ghettos only to returnto their homes after the danger of deportatiad passe It wasnot primarily the
antipathy of the local population that drove the Jews away, but rathBrdhk feas @f harsh reprisals for
aiding Jewsand the difficult conditions of survival in forests and moving from place to plagse Reisner

recalledher depanire and return to the ghetto in Izbica:

Exhausted, my mother insisted that my brother and | mu
some kind people somewhere; your | ife may be saved, 0 s
side of the ghetto, aBS officer saw us. He shot and killed my brother. | reached the forest all alone

In the latter half of 1948, theettlement department of the Jewish Agency prepared a list of several
dozen Arab villages which it proposed to repopulate with new immigrants. Most of the villages had
been abandoned, but a few were not quite empty. Some were meant to be demolisheid landsh
to be used for new settlements. Some of the Cabinet ministers criticized the army for demolishing
some of the villages it occupied.

See Tom Sege\,949: The First IsraeligNew York: Henry Holt, 1998), 6®1. Even in recent yearsdhe Israeli amy
hascontinued toengage in looting of podPalestiniarvillagesand in wartime operations directed against Palestinians
See Dan Williams, Reuters Newg e nc vy , il srael. Ar mylorddto Star AuguBti26, 2002FGilr Loot i ng,
C o h elsraeli Aimy to Charge Soldiers With Looting Palestinian Homes During Gaza Operdiiaaretz,February
4, 2015.
Looting is a common feature of civil strife, social upheaval and natural dis&eegiots in the United Statdzave
always beemccompanied byobting on a massive scale. For a modern twist, the 9/11 tragedy led to thousands of cases
of fraudulent bank transactions in New York City, and many of those involved were city employees. See Devlin
Barrett, AP, iThousands |Acweosutnitgsa t@vde ridmr a QviTbriinto Stdicuunnde: oB a n$kl *
August 6, 2002In early 2014, more than 130 retired New York City firefighters and police officers were arrested for
falsely claming social security benefits in the wake of the September 11 attacksWorttieTrade Centre. Retirees
lied about their alleged mental and physical diabilities, even though some of them were never at the scene. Many of

themc| ai med they coul dnot sl eep, wor k, dri ve es,oafor, or even
investigators to find they were flying helicopters, riding on jet skis, leading martial arts classes, arldvestigators
believe that up to $400 million in funds could have been stdtethe sec al | ed A Bl ackBerry6é riots, 0o b

to 11, 2011, thousands of peopietedin severalLondon boroughsnd in cities and towns across England. Vesicle

homes and shops were attacked and set alight. The resulting chaos gdoetiaigcarson, and mass deployment of

police. At least 100 homes were destroyed. The following days sawrsgoéaes in other parts of London. From 8

until 10 August, other cities in England includiBgmingham Bristol, andManchesteralong with several towns, saw

what was descr i kapyatvbiyo |teByetugostd8, P04 1,ahost 3,00 people had been arrested, of

whom more than 1,000 had been chardéddere vasa total 3,443 crimes across London linked to the disofleng

with five deaths, at least 16 others were injuasda direct result of related violent acts. In total, 189 police and
community support officers wer@ij ur e d . An estimated A200 milli Whenworth of
devastating floods hit England in December 2015, business and evacuated homes were broken into by opportunistic
thieves and even a school was also reportedly lodtgwlice stike in Argentina in December 2013 resulted in more

than a week of looting on a massive scale throughout that country. Many Argentines armed and barricaded themselves
in their homes and stores as mobs of people swarmed into the streets, attacking pasplagdhrough storefronts,

fighting over merchandise inside, and hauling out anything they can carry. At least eight people were killed, including a
police officer and a store owner whose burned body was found in his looted and torched market. THeedtivaite

looting. Hundreds were injured and thousands of stores ransacked (by crowds of as many as 500 to 1,000 looters at a

ti me) and homes robbed as the violence spread to at | east
(Associated Press) iDeadly Looting, Pol icAen nStvreirlseas yT eosft DHercd eart toirrseh i @
Globe and Mail( Tor ont o) , December 10, 2013; Mi chael Warren (Asso
Police Stri k&me Globe and Mgi{dan oint @) 9 December 10, 2013; Shane Ro

Sweeps ArTigeaMalt StreeloutnaDecember 10, 2013.

8 For example, the Jews who went into hiding in the forests or with Poles in the course of the deportation in early

October 1942, retaed to Chmielnik later that month and joined the 72 Jews who had cleared the selection and were

l eft behind in the town. Sarido9B8ndedri stdThe Thewsghof a SDastr
compar at i v eYadDVashemuSudiesp. A3,n0. 1 (2015): 13369, here at 160.
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and found some fugitives. We spent the days lying on the ground, and at night we stole potatoes in

the fields.
The peasant we met were kind, but were too frightened ® hal s . They said, AThere is
ghetto in I zbica; you canét spend t hebicavbunt er here, you

my parents were gorg.

A wartime diarydescribes why, after fleeing from the ghdattam Sokody near deedstoJyst ok by

nearby forests]ewish fugitivesoon returnedb the ghetto:

Notices had been posted in all the villaiyesarnings to the residents that anyone hiding a Jew
would be punished by death. Notices were also sent to each head of a village c®dtiil (
[ s o § statisg]that every farmer was obligated to inform $imétis about where Jews could be
found and to reveal the places where Jews were hiding. Anyone who handed a Jew over to the
regime would be awarded a prize, and anyone hiding informabiont the location of Jews would
be punished severely.

The warnings spread panic and fear among the farmers. Even close friends who had been
prepared to help the Jews in their trouble were afraid of endangering their own lives and the lives of

their families®®

Executionsof Poles caught sheltering Jews understandaistjlled great fear intanany benefactods fear
for themselves and their families, atitis many Jewish charges were asked to leave their shelters. In
extreme cases, the fear thatithgharges mighbetray then under dures# caughtor do so willingly in
revenge for being expelleso overpoweredomerescuersthat in desperation they toakh e i r chargesé
lives.*
The Germangonductedendlesssearcheswithin the ghetts and raids in thecountrysidé sometimes
conscripting thelewish police, the Polish police, and tbeal populatiorto assist in thisaskd to capture

Jews who hattidden orescapedluring the liquidation of thghettos

The | iquidation of the Jewiesgha nc ooommuSe pgtye mbne rK 02s2:-,w 1L9dc2k.

officers ordered the Judenrat and Jewish Police to gather all the Jews in the marketplace but

8 Miriam Novitch, ed.,Sobibor: Martyrdom and Revolt: Documents and TestimadiNesv York: Holocaust Library,
1980), 101.

89 Maik, Deliverance 114 15.

% See, for example, the cases describel mma s z Fr y kelj,a fKomsiciu o ratowaniu tyd-w
Studium przypadku RadomySla Wielkiego i powi atu mieleckieg
eds,Zaggada tyd-w na (PodFki eflydpwawichwpi Unrrnstyug Panficéet u G- dzk
Narodowei Ko mi sja $cigania Zbrodni przeci wko NaCasabofwWéws Pol ski emu

apprehended by the Germans betraying their Chrisatian benefactors were frequent. See MdPkttemd, of
Cooperation, Collaboration, and Betyal: Jews, Germans and Poles in Gernateccupied Poland during World War
I, 2012, Internet: kittp://www.kpktoronto.org/archives/Collaboration. pdf and
<http://glaukopis.pl/pdf/czytelnia/PatternsOfCooperationCollaborationAndBetrayal. pdf
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separated off the families of the labor camp craftsmen in the building where the Judenrat met. SS

and Ukrainian auxiliaries aompanied the Jewish Police on a hetsshouse search for those in

hiding, shooting those they found. ¢é About 150 ghetto
buried in a mass grave at the Jewish cemetery. The next day, the SS searched Paish hous

throughout the town and in the surrounding countryside, killing Jews they discoveret there.

é mor e t han 1,000 Jews, including from Mar kusz- w, [ we
Forests. Joined subsequently by escaped Sovigingris of war (POWS) anfugitives from the
deportations ofthe @ b - w and Kami onk a th&efeves threecpartisamuuniis.t i e s ,
However, the partisans mostly were closer to Lublin in December 1942, when a group of SS and
Ukrainian auxiliaries arrived to search thethoor est s ¢l oser to Markusz-w for hi
December 2, the first day of the search, about 400 Jews were killed. Another 600 perished before
the sweep ended on January 20, 1943.

€ on December 10, 1942, and Febleastald WolalP8les 19 4 3, the Ge
for aiding Jews. Four ot her s, similarly accused, di s
executions, many Poles ordered Jews they were protecting to find other hiding places. Most ended
up in the forests and fell victim to subsequenmest sweeps, including in the Borek Forest during
the winter of 19421943, which claimed the lives of 42 Je¥fs.

The Germans also continued to search for Jews in hiding. The day after the liquidation of the

Baczki and Gopianka g hteah 500Jews fo@d im tha Pemie factosy.hro t mor e
Budziska that day, t he Gendar me Har t mann shot another
Gendarmesshot1@&Ws i n Gopianka. They also killed Jews hiding
May 1944, the Gendarmesah25 Jews in Kamionna village, south of Baczki. The Germans

mur dered t he | argest number of Jewi sh survivors i n 1
neighboring Sadowne. There between January and February 1943, they killed about 300 Jews and

escaped SovilROWSs. In the winter of 1942943, the Germans also attempted to extricate hidden

Jews by taking punitive measures against Poles though to be assisting themi\Kiioes included

an execution on January 13, 1943, of 2 Jewish women, outside of Sadawrewiéh the baker

Leon Lubkiewicz, his wife, and son, for having given the women bread. From March 16 to 31,

1943, the SS tortured and then executed 16 farmers from around Zarzetka (Sadowne parish),

arrested about 150 others suspected of aiding Jewssaagdesl Soviet prisoners, stripped villagers

of their livestock and agricultural stores, and then set fire to a part of Zarzetka. The number of Jews

who perished in this reprisal is unknowh.

Forewarned by local Poles several days before Yom Kippur 194@taberman plans to liquidate

Sterdy @&b6s ghett o, the Judenr at announced t he i mpendi

o1 Dean,Encyclgedia of Camps and Ghettos, 193945 vol. 2, Part A,390.
92 Dean,Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, T93815 vol. 2, Part A,683

93 Dean,Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, T93815 vol. 2, Part A,397 8.
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September 22. About 700 of the villagebs 1,200 Jews f ¢
estates surroundi ermgansSatrieed the &t moving to liquidaete thé&ghetto,

they found only 500 of the villagebs Jews there. Those
foot by some accounts, to their deaths at the Treblinka extermination camp, located 26.3 kilometers

(16 miles) northwest of SterdyEE Over the next two days
300 Jews from hiding places. These Jews were shot in S
Beginning in the winter of 19424943, the Germans embarked oseaiies of measures to find

Jews from Sterdy® stild]l in hiding. To discern where J
least one agent in the forest surrounding part of the town. Based on this information, the Germans

began rounding up and executngv)2 who had survived the ghettods | iqui
April 1943, for instance, the Germans murdered 1 Jewish woman and 3 Jewish children. In the

autumn, the German Gendarmes executed 40 Jewish men, women, and children. The Germans

simultaneously toojpuni ti ve measures against Poles know to be hi

best documented of these reprisal Aktions was on Febr |
south of Sterdy@® There the Ger mans tertogéaws 10 Pol es susp
from SterdyC. From March 25 to April 23, 1943, the Ger

and may have arrested 140 others suspected of render.i
reprisals, coupled as they were with similar punitivecaatis i n Sadowne, near the Goch-
Stoczek ghettos, provoked many polish villagers to renege on promises of assistance they had

extended to Sterdy@® s Jews. Foll owing the reprisals, s
Jews they had agreed initiato protect®*

The following account, by a Jewish survivor from a
and the | argely friendly or passive villagers were t
authorities who commonly tok hostages in the village to ensure compliance

Every evening, under cover of darknesaggnged made my way
time, | waited for him in a field behind the cowshed and he would bring us food, including bread,

milk and otter items. We wanted to pay Tishke for all the help he had given us, but he refused to

hear of it.

One dark night, Yudke and | decided to leave our families in the forestutided visit our

friend Biali [Biagy].
When we arrived at his house he velmed us with open ar ms. € We <contin
occasional nocturnal excursions to visit him, in order

On one of our visits Biali said that we should all come over to his house, women and children

included, so that we coulal | | wash oursel ves, have a proper me a | and
It was getting late, when suddenly there was a knock at the door. Biali did not open it at once, he

first rushed us to a hiding place, some room at the back of the house where we sat with bated

94 Dean,Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettd933 1945 vol. 2, Part A,447.
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breathThe wunexpected visitor was Bialids neighbor. He ent

been kept waiting, and that he had something urgent to say that could not be delayed. The neighbor

informed Biali that a meeting was about to take place in theehofishe Commissar and that

attendance was compulsory. The meeting was all about the Jews who had managed to escape to the

forests and who were receiving aid from the villagers.
A few hours later he returned. It was clear from his report that thenfioly day the Germans had

arranged for a thorough roundup of all Jews hiding in the forests. This time the armed Germans

would not rely on the villagers to carry out this deed, they themselves would be in charge and every

effort would be made to cover dte ground; the villagers would act as their assistants. At the

meeting, the villagers were warned that anyone caught helping the Jews by providing food or

shelter would share their fate. We were taken aback by this information. | told Biali that | did not

want him to endanger himself for our sakes, but he insisted that we were not to leave until after the

roundup. é
The following day the search and the roundup began. Biali, like all the villagers joined in at the

command of the Germans, but before Hehe made sure to hide the women and children in the

potato store pit. Yudke and | hid in the hayloft. From our hiding place we were within earshot of

the mayhem: the creams, the gunshots, the sound of weeping and the curses. Much thought and

rigorous prearation had gone into the planning of this roundup and it resulted in many victims

being killed or wounded. Those who the Germans did not kill were caught and deported.
By evening, everything was completely quiet. The mission was accomplished aritlaters/

who aided the Germans were released. Bi al i came to our
Biali told us that he was sorry, but he could no longer give us shelter. He would continue to

supply us with food as far as he was able, but it was tooedaug for him and his family to

continue to let us stay in his home. He mounted his horse and went off to town to find out what had

really happened.
On his return, he informed us that those who were caught, and there were many, had been taken

toChervoy Bur [ Czerwony B-r] and were |l et | oose there for

around the town to make as many purchases as they wished before being deported to the work

camp at Zambrov [ Zambr - -w]. The Ger nilanowherktmew t hat they
go.
There was a heavﬁ;3 snowfall that day ¢&

Jews, and their Polish benefactors, could also be discovered ethualic raids conducted by the
Germans to apprehend young Poles for forced labour in the Reich. A Jew who was hidddéiage aeér

Kaguszyn recall ed:

The distant roar of motors tell wus the village is surr.

% Rivka and Israel Teyer, edhe Red Forest: As Narrated by Izhak Shumofiizanana, Israel: Docostory, 20057?),
103 107.
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Suddenly huge hounds, foll owed by German police o
over their shoulders, pistols atthsii d e . &

They went from house to house and ransacked every attic, cellar, and barn. They were looking for
young men to send as forced labor to Germany. There was no hiding from them. They smashed

walls and found camouflaged bunkers. They searched eheeyw e €&

n

This wasnét the first raid on the village. Weobve al

They always last about a dély96

Although one often readstoriesa bout posses of wvillagers organizing

Jewshiding in the forests, the reality was quite different. The following account describes conditions in the

environs of Chegm, where the Germans pacified the

providing assistance tescapedsSoviet prisones of war, at least one of whom was the services of the
Nazisanddenouncedhem,fourteen villagers were executed and the village was set on fire. The Germans

also used this opportunity strike atthe local Jewish population.

After the pacification of Wereggzyn the Germans still did not give us peace. They travelled to
vill ages and caught people to ship to Germany [for
1942, the Germans carried out raids to capture Jews hiding in the forests.

b

I e

for

The manhuntsfod ews | ooked | i ke this. There was a German gend

in Urszulin there was an outpost of the Polish police,the aol | ed fbl ued police. The
of the #fAblueodo pol i ce [GraeklUhesnzaohunt was ergemd bg thee er t ai n  G.
Ger mans, and those who executed it were the fiblueo
Germans the local authorities ordered the village administratoos{ to yosnd up peasants from

the surrounding villages and have them take part in

In December 1942 German gendarmes rounded up peasants from several villages for the
manhunt. They caught one Jew, and later | saw two or three mor@evbshot dead. Of our Jews
from Wereszczyn poor Alta and his son were hiding in the forest. They sat in a stack of grain at
Podstawski s far m. During this manhunt the peasant
chased out these two Jews of oureThc o mmander of the fAblued police in
them to undress, remove their shoes, and then shot both of them. This was strange because that

same G. had transported our MaszWRdirfam Zonsztajn,a five-yearold Jewish girl] to a

com

pol

t h

St

ur s

grandmothenamedMariannalKk o z§ows ka in Urszulin. First he procured

name of Maria Kozgowska. é Later the Germans killed

turned into a prisad M.P]. Supposedly this was for his cooperation with tineerground. In any

eventcommanderG.aved Maszka, but shot Alta and his son. é
The peasant Stacho D., who hunted down Alta and his son, perished during that manhunt in

December. Nobody felt sorry for him. He was a bad fellow. Earlier Stacho D albatitca Polish

boy by the name of Lolek Biernacki, who was escaping from Germans who were pursuing him. He

caught him and turned him over to the Germans. A German took out his revolver and shot Lolek.

% Leyb RochmanThe Pit and the Trap: A Chronicle 8urvival(New York: Holocaust Library, 199,96 9 7 .
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He was an innocent boy. Then he hunted down Alta asddri in the stack of grain and sent them

to their deaths. Finally, during the December manhunt, someone mentioned the three Soviet
prisoners of war hiding in the forest. Stacho D. was so zealous that he perished while hunting them
down. The Soviets werekliers and did not allow themselves to be apprehended so easily. One of
them perished, but first he had shot Stacho D., who wanted to block their escape route. Nobody felt
sorry for him. And the two Soviet prisoners of war who managed to survive the ni@staped to

[the nearby village of] Wincencif.

As this account shows$oth the local police andeasants were simply ordered to participate in manhunts
and other activitie®rganized by the Germansuch as digging grave¥hose who refused to take par
could face harsh retaliations. Historian Martin Gilbert notes that Christian condcripts m Radu & who
refused to dig pits for Jews who were still alive were killed on the spot, together with th& Jews
Few of thePolesconscripted for service by the Germatisplayed ardour in the tasks meted out to them
Those who didoften had an equafl grim track recordvhen it cameo other victims of Nazi repressions,
regardless of their nationalityvloreover,their deedswere generally frowned on by the communitihis
was equally trugin other placeswhere denouncers of Jews became social out€astsmany rural
localities, the Jewish police was also employed to round up Jews working in the countryside and bring
them to town for deportation to the camps

% Ewa Kurek, Poza granicN solidalynddws KkiledSt(Heid kcie: polNyslisza Szko

Umi ej nt no S d22; trar®lated @Golish-JBwash Relations 1938945: Beyond the Limits of SolidarigiNew

York: iUniverse, 2012)For more detils and a description of the pacification of Wereszczyn, see ppl12i8urek)

and Adam Panasiul§ | a d a mi zapomni an e jintemet:stitm/istarig&ursiVina.esKaurekzalso
mentions a certain Abram Tauber, who along with his sisfitaRvas rescued by a local Home Army leader. After the
arrival of the Soviets Tauber served in the Security Office in Chodel near Lublin where he gained a reputation as a
persecutor of the local population. See KuRlg za gr ani c R2283%2Bnd&r no Sci |,

98Gilbert,The Holocaust335.
“l'n an unspecified village outside Warsaw, AA Jew who had
water. The farmer called the police, who shot the Jew on the spot. This had so outraged ¢hinailthg offender had

to flee to Warsaw in f eWwhoAmfYourMr Grymek@ohdondandPerdandN@régann Gr o s s,
Vallentine Mitchell, 2001), 24819. Wgady s gawa Sgot wi Eska, from a family of re
Lublin awarded by Yad Vashem, recalled that a Pole who turned a Jewish woman and her two children over to the

Germans was ostracized by the villagers. After the war he was sentereddng term of imprisonment. Séana

DNbr ows léai atedda ,w ci emnoSci: Sprawiedl(ibvuibl W®r - dOSKNad@®d&- Wi BS
GrodzkdT e at r N NL71 LoRaDP@I8s)who took part in capturing two Jews in the village of Falkowa oesr N

SNcz, which also resulted in the arrest of two rescuers, m
ringleader of the vigilante group, was sentenced to death by the underground Special CivilGGowvti (I ny S Nd
Specjalny) n Kr &a&e wDagmara Swat gek, AiFor a Coat, a Suitcase, an
the Villages of Falkowa, Wieniec and Janowice in the Light of -Réatr Tri al oo causm Studiess andd

Materials (Warsaw), vol. 2 (2010): 39919, here at@3i6 . When a Pol e from a village near

Linczewski, who had betrayed a number of Jews, was struck and killed by a train, the villagers declared that this was
Godds punishment for what he had Maorée itsoi nhpd Ak ywww8lkeet he
19397 1945,vol. 1, 280.
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At the beginning of November 1942, Jewiwh militia men

and also to the small towns, in which Jews still remained, with an order to-thj@itlage mayor]

andthemayg t hat all Jews must appear é tn Hrubiesz-w. | n f
Themanhuntsn the countrysid@ale in comparison with éhroundups of hundreds of thousands of Jews

in largethe ghettosof Warsaw,Lublin, Sosnowiec,Cz i s t 0 ¢ h 0 W@ -, dafdrothdesyivich were

carried outnot by the Polish police, bitty the Jewish policegoften with the assistance tfkrainians and

Balts with little or no direct German participatioRoles were in no way responsible for thettization

of the Jews anevere every bit as powerless stopthe deportationgust as the Jewshemselvesvere'®

Efforts to assist Jews were fraught with danger and often unsuccessful. Barbara Szacka, an eminent

sociologist, recallain incident that oegred when she was twelve years of.age

In the summer of 1942 my brother and | wensé®a cousin who worked in Biadoliny, a village
near thd&aKnaw-wailway | ine. Trains casedtoi ng Jews and
pass by. The trains stopgpat the signal. People riding in the trains extended their hands through the
small grilled windows of the freight wagons begging fo
We wanted to help those in the train. There was one obdtadkerman. Dressed in a uniform
and armegdhe stood between the wagons, but was not visible to the passengers. We tried to explain
with grimaces that we waed to hand a cup of water to the thirsty. We took a step in the direction
of the train. Then aothetep while staring at the guard. Whaillxhe do? Will henod his headwith
approval Will he go for his rifle? He often went for his rifle, so we backed away.
Those pantomimes with theigrd, who was not visible to the people in the wagon, were probably
seen by them awocking them.
My cousin went to the station with a pail of water and backed away when threatened with a rifle.
An ol d Jew in the train, who did not see the entire si

you know, 06 said my cousin, rFetthJcrmge}‘?f Ilhiasm adbsuhseemedd t o s ay

In the face of thesebstaclesand unable to findong-term hiding places or cope with severe conditions

in the foreststens of thousands dfewish fugitivesdecided toreturn to the ghettos on their ovaccord.

100 Account of Motel Kaufman, Archive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw), no. 301/2182.

lOlNotwithstanding Jan Grossds unsuppor t askofgeettazatisre3eei on t hat

Jan T. Gr-dswi shiiPRe¢li athi ons dur i nDissentt\MénteMI887): 7881 nAs poimtece r pr et at i o

outbyYisr ael Gut man, a | eading Hol oc a uPsland was doomptetely acoupiede y e wi t n e ¢
country. There was a difference in the kind of 6occupation
different occupation and almost all had a certain amount of autonomy, limited and defined in various ways. This
autonomy did not existiR ol and . No one asked the Pol eslinniAdournabafe shoul d

Polish-Jewish StudiefOxford: Institute for Polisklewish Studies), voP (1987): 341

parbara Szack a Gazefia Wiylhorozedogust 24, 2609.0
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Many Jewswere lured back by false promises otlemencyby the Germarauthorities®® In November
1942,

the Germans announcéuat four gathering placegould be organized for Jews. Among them was
Radomsk [Radomsko]. The Germans well knew that hundreds, or perhapsitsudalewsould
be found in the woods, in bunkers, with Poles or 6onod
the Jews back into their hands, the Germans legalized four areas for the Jews, and there began a
mass migration othe hiding Jews with #ir wives and children back into the ghetfo.large
number of them knew that this was a devilish plan to seducéett® awnl to gather them in one
place. However, they found themselves in such condition that they had no choice but to return to the
ghetto.

Jews arrived fr onnundrhds of lewsifom ZhGrekdZhdikit a iy, &ain the
Czenstochow| Cz n s t caed, somthal the number of Jews in the small ghetto reached four
thousand five hundred souls. Life in the ghetto began to becoore normal, one should

understand, to the extent that the Germans had an interest in it d&%g so.

However, thel e wesidinies were not the Poles. The vast majority of Poles never harmediarifepthe
war, nor did they hdbour any suchintention During one of the Ist Aktionsi n G uken the Germans
came to round up Jews working outside the ghetto, their Polistodcers did not cooperate with the

Germans

A few days later, one of the women who sometimes let me stay at her house brought me a birth

certificate froma Polislgirl who had died. She asked me to leave and live with her as a Christian,

and that her priestould help me. Again, | hadtosaydd di dndt waTatehfie.o | eave my

dad] and brothers. &
I'n all of Lukow [ Guk - w] t h & rwerkedvwith the Gemlans, f our Pol es v

including one man whose wife flicked chickens at the factory. When they came to take us out, a

little Jewish boy came running in and she grabbed him to cover him with her skirt. When the

Germans came in andewskkriddi Mmdrleetd?2d et mayPol es all sai
Tatehwas still hidden behind the crates, in an area where about eight Poles were working. Again

the Germans asked if Jews were present, and the Poles said no. They nevératetraohd |

managed to get him olater, with help from the workers.

S TheGermns made announcements encouraging Jewish fugitives |

g h e t Restghettpéspecially for this purpose. Tens of thousands of Jews were lured back in this manbeargee

Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghett®933 1945 vol. 2, Part A,209 10 (Chmielnik), 267 (Opoczno), 295 (Radomsko,

one of four remnant ghettos established in the Radom District, attracted over 4,000 Jews), 302 (Sandomierz), 320
(Stasz- w), 330 (Szydg-w), 332( Ghzivddo,wi £46 ,( SODnii(Kpasw ww LMa
90 (Bochni a), 497 (DNbrowa Tarnowska), 504 (Dziagoszyce),
(lzbica), 669 (Gficzna), 680 (Guk- -w), 698 (Pigadvhkik)e)704 (Re

Ysimkha Hampel and Yisokhar Milnloshjed Seiemyizkor ldbbilgtiRadorask of Suf f e

ve-ha-seviva(Tel Aviv: Former Residents of Radomsk, 1967), 362; translatédeasorial Book of the Community of
Radomsk and Vicity, Internet: <http://jewishgen.org/yizkor/radomsko/Radomsko.htmi#TOC>
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After that, the Germans closed the factory and told everyone to go to the gliette, with no

access to water, people were starving and suffering from infectious diseases. Méﬂ?/ died.

Conditions in the coungside continued to worseAs the Germans became more demanding and strict in
enforcing contributions of foodstuff from the peasants, there was less and less to go around. The Germans
seized more grain and sugar in theneralgouverementthan in occupiedrrance, HollandSerbia, andhe
Czech Protectorate and Moraviambined and three times as many potatoes as in those coufitridsch
of the Polishpopulation wan the verge of starvaticand was in no position to offer extended assistance
to strangersThe goodwill of the peasants was also squandered by various partisan and forest groups who

treated them as no more than a source of provisions.

Lawlessness and Banditry
Holocaust historians have traditionally laid the blaemtirely on the Poles forconfrontations between
Poles and Jews during the German occupation. A careful analysis of the documentary evidence, however,
does not support this orsided view The principal culprit was lawlessnesifter analyzing scores of
accounts of Jews who escapfedim the death camps of Treblinkd,obi b-r and BegUec, hi st
Prekerowmawh o was active in tegota, ,dibmassed the notiomtbataGto unc i | f oo
Semitism was the driving force behind the reaction of the local population to the plight of Jewish fugitives
hiding in the countryside. While denunciations and even altercations did occur, these were not the norm,
but rather the activities of a relatively small number of people who were motivated by greed or involved in
criminal activity. Prekerowa also notes that #dwgroups often took food and other belongings from

farmers by force, something that no farmer apprecidfe@ver time relations between Jewish fugitives

195 Eta Wrobel with Jeanette Friedmavly Life My Way: The Extraordinary Memoir of A Jewish Partisan in WWII
Poland(New Milford, New Jersey: The Wordsmithy; and New York: YIVO Ingétéor Jewish Research, 2006), 75.

106 B70za and Sowdjistoria Polski 19181945,599.

sSee Teresa Prekerowads study fAStosunek |l udnoSci pol ski ej
Treblince, Sobiborze i BegUcu Brv uSweiteytnl eGgr-ewnaecjj i K olhyidsojws kB acd
przeciwko Narodowi PolskierbnstytutuP a mi f c i Nvalr36 (1998):e1p0l 4 , transl ated as fAThe /
the Polish Population Towards Jewish Escapees from the Tr
Jewi sh and Polish Testi moni es, Golden Hartest drdkartseohWGol®71,116Mu s zy Es kK i ,
Jewish accounts attesting to the seizure of possessions, especially food, from farmers by force are plentiful and

numerous examples have been cited herein. Historians have identified many other cases thaesceheat ith this

work. See, for example, the testimonies of Tuwie Miller and Ignacy Zimmerman in the Yad Vashem Archives, files

03/2078 and 03/2213, respectivelyj t ed i n Gr z e g o r & ek@hemicene dwarunkdwenéa egzystengjic i a

tyd-w po Oaryjsd&kd®gdatiryd-iw:0,®t 4i(@008: 136, 140adne a Jewish yccount
describing the acdefvénd ed Jgafd wp Jfeaverm hGofcshelwf | ed by Mosze Zi
| andowners already Archiwuin®Riagelblumdsel.e, 6% alt@knahie £dataxt that the following
guotation from Zygmunt K1 ufk Telw sirk sedesal Jdwstwe with thehbanditsdTheb e pl ac e d
villages have turned against the Jews because of this and try to find them in the fields and forests. It is hard to believe

but the attitude toward Jews is changing. There are many people who see the Jews not as humandseagmblst

that must be destroyed. Se e Zy g mu miary fkom th& Years df Occupation, 1939 (Urbana and Chicago:

University of lllinois Press, 1993227. Authors like Jan Gross, Jan Grabowski and others cite only the last sentence as

allegedly showing that thePoles stagd to imitate the Nazis by deumanizing the Jewswithout acknowleding
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and Polish farmers turned sour largely because of increasingly frequent and violent confrontations ov
food and other supplies. However, one cannot generalize and accuse all or even most Jews of behaving like
common robbers; nor should one accuse all or even most Poles of innate hostility toward Jews. Indeed,
there are many recorded cases of entire gakasympathizing with Jewish fugitives and participating in

their rescué?®

Kl ukows ki 6s admpantrbanditryiisowhat explamventual antdewish attitude®n the part of some
Poles

198 Thjs welldocumented phenomengwoescontrary to what is often claimed in Holocaust literature. Moreover, with

rare exceptions, these rescuers have not been recognized |
Efforts by Poles on Behalf of Jews in the Gern@tupied PolislCount rysi de, 6 in Chodaki ewicz,
Styrna,Golden Harvest or Hearts of Gold2532 0 O . Some examples foll ow. Emanuel Ri n
from Jews of Glowno [ Ggowno] how peasants hentoptdgoda t hem duri
village in search of food wusually returned with a bag of
sympathy for the Jews. They threw bread and other food [through the vatbede f ence] i nto the camps
their neighborhod . 6 See PhiThiep r FBir ®d fiNew Yok: Helecaugt eibbresy, 1978), 116. Hercek

Cedrowski, Tojwje Drajhorm and Janki el Bor kows ki wrote in

the Poles. The Polish population did not help@Gsemans in the liquidation of the Jews. They traded with the Jews and

brought food to the ghetto. The Jews were afraid of speaking with Poles, and Poles were afraid of helping Jews, but
there were no deSee@ynbegtanddKotevskp ye iJie wzsa pgada t yiH45mM88p ol skich 1
| sadore Burstyn, as a boy of eleven, was able to survive t
Otwock (outside of Warsaw), where he passed as a local boy and herded cows. He hidrastthehén his presence
threatened the family with whom he often stayed and friend
entire village sheltered me even though | know there were still about 20 per ceBteanti t es among them. 0
AEdmom survi vor The CanadiarsJewish NeRs¥loamcht®) , August 2, 1990, and
brings back r UmlCanadfan Jeveisimdlews eAsu,gust 30, 1990; Mary Kaye Ritz
Sees Own c hi | Hbhotulo AveriserJéhualy®l, 2003. See also Gutman and Befitier Encyclopedia

of the Righteous Among the Nations]. 5: Poland, Part 2, 927. Abram Jakub Zand, a tailor from the village of

Bol i m-w near Skierniewice, i sits welcemedhintblack, taral hehwas passed ffrdma g e ; t he
house to house, wor king a week or two in each. é o1 f | we
me. 60 Both he and his sister survived i Asistahcet®thewaws. See Tat
in Poland, 19381945 (Warsaw: Polonia Publishing House, 1963), 27; Engelking,s t t a ki pinkny sgonecz

12324.Sh mu e | Eliraz, then known as Ludwik PoznaGski, was bol
ghetto withhipar ent s, they arranged for their |little son to be ta
nanny, Maria Walewska. Walewska was unmarried, had no children of her own, and after a long service to their family

had moved to the village of Nowga wrficzyn near Skierniewice. Shmuel became Wi

first brought the boy home, her neighbours were distrustful and suspected that she was hiding a Jewish child. However,
they eventually left them in peace. He remained inthe eéllaggnder Wal ewskads care for the re

Maria Walewska, The Righteous Database, Yad Vashem, Internet:
<http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/righteous/stories/walewska.asolish Red Cross worker gave over to a Polish
couple by the name ddac z mar e k , themselves refugees from Western Pol g
Warsaw, a young Jewish girl found abandoned in an empty d

Jewi sh, yet no one infThelmedod RendonArdEPgttandeQregdh:avillertire,

Mitchell, 2003), 51. Tetyearo | d Est era Borensztajn was sheltered by the v
Guk - w: ithe peasants arranged among t h eemnanepeno@ so thath at each
6everyone would be guilty and no o nAssistaocatb the Jewsin®olamd, 60 See B
19391945,2 7 . Sara Bryn took up residence in the village of Ada

Christian by the name of Stefania Romaniuk. Although it was widely suspected that she was Jewish, and she was told

as much, no one betrayed h&ee Janina Her& ol acy r at uj Nc (Warsaw:dNeriton, 2084),0165 i k
Stefania Romani u®dra, nd.M¢lPas): R UlkeceajdBl.the Latoszy Eski family o
Wielkie near Ryki took in 13earold Arthur Cytryniaz (later Citrin) from Warsaw as a farmhand, at the behest of his

mother, who also hid in the vicinity under a false identity aisited her son from time to time. Although the boy had a

good command of Poli sh, his motherdés Polish accent gave he
was never openly said that he was Jewish but everybody knew it. See Israel Gatniine Encyclopedia of the

Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuerdenis during the Holocaust: Supplementary Volumes {200b),volume

Il (Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 2010), 588. Hinda t abok |l i cka was rescued by Salicki f a
near War saw. The rescuers were her prewar teacher s, who sn
to their home. They obtained false identification for her and keptdnehé rest of the occupation, even though the
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neighbours suspected she was Jewish and some of them expressed concerns anout the risk this jposeda See

Mi chl i c, iStories of Rescue Activities istuesH&MOdOt &é&rs of J
inGl enn Dynner and PNasaw: Thé JewisBG Metrspoligdiden arddBsston: Brill, 2015), 580

31.Henryk Prajs survived the war passing as a Pole in the village of Podwierzbie near Magnuszew where the fact that

he wasJewish was widely known, with the protection of the head of the village. See the testimony of Henryk Prajs,

January 2005, Internet: <http://www.centropa.org>. Hana Grynberg, who was just ten years old when she escaped from

the ghetto in Kozienice in 194R,i ved openly with the Polish Bratos family in
for some two years, where the fact that she was Jewish was widely known. See Gutman and Beifshery/clopedia

of the Righteous Among the Natiowslume 4, Part 1, 112n the small village of Bokowo Wielkie near Sierpc four

Jews were rescued by diverse Polish f aPolskeWasaw),$e& Leon Gon
(1971): 17072. Mindzia Kirszenbaum (Mindze Kirschenbaum) was taken in by the familpdfB s gaw Topol ews ki
the village of Pr,uwkereahd ived\bpegly for saena two yBarseablduh€E origin was known to the

villagers. Previously she had lived with farmers in the village of Lutocin where her origin was also known. See Artur
K. F. Wo s 71,g ae db.a,mi fici (tByicke-Uw @i eThuwEs kiyssh wo Przyj aci - §
Mi asta w BieUuni u, Oddzi ag Muz e unl; iMsdlatioMaSeferwazikamk le e | w
kedoshei Biezu(iTel Aviv: Former Residents of Biezun, 1956Mfter being smuggled out of the Warsaw ghetto with

her bother and wandering around villages working for farmers as shephengsardbl Ester Rotfing (later Livny)
began working for the Jank oofs She remained Wit themnuntik theeendvofi thel age of
German occupation, even though many of the villagers knew that she was Jewish. See Therantyclopedia of

the Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuers of Jews during the Holocaust: Supplementary \26/0@h2806),

volume Il, 563 64. After escaping from the Warsaw ghetto in August 194;eb®old Chana Ajzenfisz and her ten

yearold sister Chaya wandered for two weeks from village to village, in the countryside north of Warsaw. Unkempt

and dirty, they wre readily recognizable as Jews by their appearance and accent but received food and temporary

lodging from farmers on whose doors they knocked. When they arrived in the village of KeRyicz&in i N UKk i near
Nasielsk, about 50 kilometres from Warsaw, theyesaken in by the extended Krzyczkowski family. The girls lived

in the village openly, passed off as distant family members, for the rest of the war. Although the villagers were aware

of their Jewish origin no one betrayed them. See Jacek Ledvab&wan e : Opowi eSci (MKalakk ww i tyd
Wydawnictwo Literackie, 2010), 224, 128 29, 131 35. After marrying and converting to Catholicism, shortly before

the war Wgadysgaw Gugl a, a school teacher, ehistoighed i n the
was widely known. He survived with assistance of a number of villagers who sheltered him, as he moved from place to
place, teaching village children c¢clandestinely. See Suzann
a Jewiskbor n Teacher Du r i Tablet, August 2H @012. ¢risraek GoJos, then a-yiarold boy,

managed to escape fr om t Wldionglateak bnean assumed Paish ldentity amd bdgarrte ng an
wander in the area, hiring himself outdo farm work in villages where he was not known. In early 1943, he arrived at

the home of Stanisgaw and Maria Pajewski in the village of
room and board. One day a farmer from another village happerauive at their house. He recognized Golos and
revealed that he was Jewish. ATo Golosbés surprise, not onl
treated him even better. From that time on, the family took special precautionetgsahr d Gol osés | i fe a
nei ghbors demonstrated solidarity with the Pajewski family
and BenderThe Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natiamisb, Part 2, 575. After escaping from a German

camp, Margita (Miriam) Weisk °© wy , a Czech Jew made her way to the farm
KoEs kowol a near Pugawy. Although the neighbours were aware
of the German occupatios e e fioJlarka npodzi Akowal za UOUycie: Sprawi edl!l i wi W
Ko Es k o Baehnik W&chodniApril 26, 2015.A Jewish man by the name of Duczy lived openly, without any i
probl ems, in his native vill age ntréwafT e hadjawiays bekeryon goedcar Zamo S|
terms with the villagers and was so well liked that he lived there safely, without fear of being betrayed to the Germans.

He also arranged for several Jews to hide on the farm of a Catholic family in that villagehSe¢ i p fAFi szel 0 Bi al
with Joseph BialowitzA Pr omi se at Sobib-r: A Jewi sh -BaupiédsPol&éhd or y of Re
(Madison, Wisconsin: University of Wisconsin Press, 2010),i421The <case of aut hor Jerzy Ko

Bi
Si

parents, who lived openly in DNbrowa Rzeczycka near St al «
attended church in nearby Wola Rzeczycka, obtained food f
temporarily in Rzeczyca Okr Ngga. Other Jews weezg al so ass|

Kosinski: A Biography(New York: Dutton/Penguin, 1996); 34. Faiga Rosenbluth, a penniless teenage Jewish girl
from Ka Ecz ug auntryside moniagifrorh dne village to the next for some two years; she helped out by

very many peasants and was not betrayed, even though she was readily recognized as a Jew. See Fay Walker and Leo
Rosen (with Caren S. Neilejlidden: A Sister and BrotheniNazi PolandMadison, Wisconsin: The University of

Wi sconsin Press, 2002) , passi m. Menachem Super man, who sur

knew that | was Jewi sh, but [ my rescuegehooadwillehgnd mesai d t o m

over to tIBeeG&Ed MbnPmtneo cRNPwzZya,k - w dla ludnoSci U0i9d50owski ej na

(Rzesz - w: I nstyt iKito m?P amian cSic i fJaarna dao webjr od n i przeclihevko Nar odo
i

teenagkeei dhztef was hired as a farmhand by Jan Trojanowsk
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common knowledge in the surrounding villages that the boy was a Jew, the farmer allowed the boy to stay despite the

danger. On the advice of the village den, the boy did not venture out. Despite some threats, he was not denounced.

SeeMaria HochbergMa r i a Es ka an d TiedhildréarAgesséondor and Portland, Oregon: Vallentine

Mitchell, 1996), 6872. Fifteenmembers of the extended family of Isaac and Leah Gamss were hidden from 1942 to

1944 in the attic of a farmhouse belgi ng t o Stani sgaw and Maria Grochol ski i
Przeworsk. The villagers knew the Grocholskis were hiding Jews because several members of the group called on a

number of villagers to ask for food and it was the only house ththeiwinter did not have snow on the roof. Leslie

GilbertL ur i e, the daughter of one of the hidden Jews, states:
mot herds family to s-lwrievwitv Rita duriecSBerdingLTowatditreSunGA Mdther and

Daughter Memoir(New York: HarperCollins, 2009), #87, 58, 293The KNdzi ogka family of Wi 1«
Jarosgaw took in two siblings, Moj Uesz and BIlima Katz, fro
by a third person, Mejer Blau, and were visited occasionally by the brother, Icek, who was welc@atedith them.

The neighbours suspected that the KGuuhanTleefERcyckopesiceoftee hi di ng J
Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuers of Jews During the Holo8aygttementary Volumes (26@D05),volume

Il, 567i68.Bar bara Mi kgasz, an elderly woman from Pruchnik near

at the behest of her parents, who were deported by the Germans. The villagers were aware of this as the child lived

there openly throughout the occupatiand remained with her adoptive family after the BaeS pr awi ed | i wa wSr - d
narod - wB&wibatraa GMimngaszu,m Publiczne i m. Ks. Broni sgawa Mar k
<http://www.gimnazjumpruchnik.pl/projekty/sprawiedliwa.pdf®a r i a i b iGowgs k i , who was awar ded
Vashem, placed Dr. Bernard Ryszard Hellreich (later Ingram) and his future wife Irena Szumska, who went by the

names of Zbigniew and Irena Jakobiszyn, in the alill age of
the villagers and they enjoyed the protection of the owners and manager of a localSestaRotr Zychowicz,

AfRat owal i tyd-w i n i ®zeaposhalitdOctebiere30, R0H9; kh§ Raiish Righaepus: Internet:
<http://www.sprawiedliwi.orgl/en/family/335,golebiowskimarian/>Mar ci n and Maria Brykczy@sKki |
Skogyszyn, a village west of Jasgo, where they I|Iived with
had been expell ed by tihkes G3anndaanuse rf,r obno rfo zinna @& 9 2F8e,| was br o
Maria Brykczy@®kads sister in 1941, and ostensibly passed
spread among the villagers, no one betrayed tiss@.HeraP o | acy r at 16B; Khoglorska@odini synowie

naszej Ojczyznyart Two, 21418.J - zef and J-zefa Marl hid at | east twelve Je
near Krosno, among them many members of the Fries family. They were assisted by their son and théyZwhdam

lived in the neighbourhood. Many inhabitants of the villag
RNczy and |IBolradwtoati ezNcy tyd-w nailB4bePolesoResuingdewsfimi e w | at
the Rzesiznthe YROEsd93995( Rzes z - w: I nstytut P a Aila WeinisteifBeer o d o we j , 2
(l ater Cipora Rebfem or Zi ppora Ram), born in 1939, was t
Odrzyko® near Krosno. Sistencewftte loeabphstor, who baptizesl ker, and thénsolidanitg a s s

of the Dudeksd®é neighbours. Most of the villagers knew wher

had come from, but kept si | ent .teosDatabade, ¥adi VasheanwIntddnetMar i a Du
<http://db.yadvashem.org/righteous/family.html?language=en&itemld=4211640>; The Dudek Fa&hglyPolish

Righteous, Internet: <http://www.sprawiedliwi.org.pl/en/family/626-duelekfamily/>. Five Polish families in ta

neaby villages of Przyb:. wka andObara, Barchoaski, StefaniknRpmgnovitczve en Jas §
and Faryniar@ s hel t ered the Abraham and Regina Bigajer and their
Gutman, The Encyclopedia of & Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuers of Jews during the Holocaust:

Supplementary Volumes (20@005), v ol u me (I 601; RRoZzgcyandatWijtNocwi czyd: - w
Rzeszowszczy Thil®45v /|l aRalcehs 1PM8EBVcui ng Jewss1936194515. ARzesz - w Re
network of Polish families was instrumental in rescuing e mb e r Kr¢ger family, consisting
children, of Sowi na, a village | ocated north of Jasgo, an
inclubked two families from Sowina who were recognized by Yad \
Anna Kopel and Jan and Kunegunda Fr Nczek, and their daugh
families and ot her s. heSéewish fFAundation fito the cRighteousT Internet:
<http://www.jfr.org/pages/rescuaupport/stories/polanlannak o p e ¢ > ; fiThe Kopel Family, o The
Internet: <http://www.sprawiedliwi.org.pl/en/family/647 thkepecfamily/>; Testimony of Ana Kopel, Internet:
<http:// www. sprawiedliwi.org.pl/pl/medial/ll079/ >. The entir
Slovak border, rescued a local Jew, who moved from one farmer to another. See ZuzannakSechipepfc z , A6l n th

e
Ciechania Rrs byt er yo: The Story of S a v i Holgcau&:oStudies anfl rMaterials k a : A Ca
(Warsaw: Polish Center for Holocaust Research), vol. 2 (2010),S36/ral dozen Polish families sheltered Jews in B

the villages of Ropa, Moszczenica and Rzepienk St r zy Ue wsSkeie n\e acrh a@o rKlailcies.z and EI Ub

Dzieje spogecznoSci Uydowski ej powi atilddsgRzkesekwegd npogctna
Pami nci MNeornmidgwe jSci gania Zbrodni pr de ovi vRkzee sNani@%kq wi2 ORLBI) s ki
Henryk Sch°nker recalled that when he was fingeyed in Wiel

ignored the boyds cry to fcatch the Jew. 0 No orbey made an e
and admoni shed hi mDoS$&e i fief Wy lasndbvo:lga@ &rea d e k36.Klaercasaof 2005) , 1

53



Doctor Olga Lilien, a Holocaust survivor from Lw-w with a
family near Tarnobrzeg, isnather example of solidarity among the Polish villagers. A German came looking for a

fugitive and summoned the villagers to a meeting to quest:i
and said, 60h, but thi bl ageasdewegséOb, The, hehd obokbeawitt
cook. & Nobody said, 60h, wel | | she is Jewish. Take her . 06

thousand. They all knew t here was calldhasesbhld mego tievGermang 6 wi t h n

for two hundred deutsche marks, but out of two thousand people nobody did it. Everybody in the village protected me.

I had very good r el at i-Weaber,TovBave h Lif¢: Bteries. obHolScaust REsfilbana and a n d

Chicago: University of lllinois Press, 2000), 2240 6, 246. The vill agers of Czajk-w nea
support they gave to Jews who were hiding from the Ger mans
the villagers kBhaved. These simple people helped us of their own free will, and without receiving any money in return.

From them we often heard some kind words, quite apart from the money, loaves of bread and boiled potatoes they gave

us from time t&ingme, 0ofiBese BEBabtisel n t heefeMbraszd@el Aviv:i n EI hanan
Organization of Staszowites in Israel with the Assistance of the Staszowite Organizations in the Diaspora, 1962), xviii

(English section). More than a dozen villagers hbeen recognized by Yad Vashem as Righteous Gentiles. See

Gutman and Bendefhe Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natiats, 4 and 5Poland Part 1, 197; Part 2,

670. Two Polish families in the village of Rytwiany sheltered the Mandel famihsisting of parents and their four

children, from nearby Stasz:-w, even though peophke in the
Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuers of Jews During the HoBoppEmentary Volumes

(2000 2005),volume 11, 6091 O . Many villagers in Gdjuch-w near GaGEut wer
did so with the support of the entire communi tNgsz See Mari
Dziennik,November 24, 2005; Insi t ut e of Nati onal Remembrance, WyYystawa ASpr
15 czerwca 2004 r., Rzesz:  w, I nternet: <http:// www.ipn. go\y
survived in a village near lldgerescuechmeaTtdy alloverited megtesdrviieAandt ft he e
when the Germans were routed, | l eft the village and shall
the people who saved her 1|ife, she eepliiédgefiBSoausd elf twa
return. 0 SeW ci¢iuwiecanedd strachlk Wspomniehi® ar i s , n.p.: 1980), 455. Mar i
(n®e Jarosz), whose family was awarded by Yad fiwdisthhem for r

absolute confidence and with a <c¢l| ear cesidestscaof Riaskievero s he st a
betrayed the Jews in hiding. They might have been too afraid to help, but would not sell one out. There were two
informers, but they wer e Pelest\VbaResukbd Jews Durimgthe Holovaust: Recalling 6 Se e
Forgotten History(Warsaw: Chancellery of the President of the Republic of Poland and Museum of the History of

Polish Jews, 2008) , 79. The villagers of Wola Przybysgawsk
Jewish girl who survived a German raid oroeekt bunker. She was passed from one home to another, thus ensuring

there wouldnodt be anyheiUndéfeatedh66lo y.. Pe el e@aodlsdhbewognan named Ber
Zel man) was rescued by Jan GoS in tiswaswideylkmogrenomie t abno ne
betrayed her. The Wajc family, consisting of Mendel and Ryfka and their two young sons, Jankiel and Zygmunt,
survived in the village of R-Uki near t-gkiewkaZ where the
t - gk do Erec | srael: Przez Kot §8esond ré&ised angl exbandedledition , Pol skn
(Lublin: Akko, 2004), 169, 1717 2 . Moshe Fr ank, a teenager from Zamo ST, wa s
who lived in a ongoom hut wih his wife and sistein-law. Upon learning he was Jewish, they consulted with relatives

and friends about what to do, and decided to go on behaving as though Moshe were a Christian. See Nahuxh Bogner,

the Mercy of Strangers: The Rescue of Jewish Ghildvith Assumed Identities in Pola@ierusalem: Yad Vashem,

2009),88i 89, 97. Jakub Hersz Griner, anydaro | d boy from ZamoSI, |l ooking for a jot
by a poor Polish family in Biagowol a. Al t hough he posed a:
Polish and behaviour gave him awale had been wandering through the villages from one farmhouse to another. He

remained with this family for about a year, and then worked for another family in this same village. News that the boy

was Jewish had long spread in the village, but no one yppeahtioned this. The boy remained in the village until

liberation. SeeGutman, The Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuers of Jews During the

Holocaust: Supplementary Volumes (20B@05), volume Il, 53031. A Jewish boy of seven or eigygars named

Abr aham, who tended geese for a far mer near Sandomier z, w a
FeldenkreizGrinbal, ed. Eth Ezkerd Whenever | Remember: Memorial Book of the Jewish Community in Tzoymir
(Sandomierz)Tel Aviv : Il rgun yotYsidser aTosl oi zMm rre sbhee t bet i edut 6a. s h.

544. The Idasiak family took in a teenaged Jewish boy by the name of Dawid, whom they sheltered for almost two
years. The neighbours were fully aware that he Jeagssh and also helped him. He herded cows and played with the

village children. See the accountoflBd a s i a k , i J e dwa b n eNasz DtieartkZzebrgaoy 26k ZPalms t wa ? , 0
9-yearold Jewish boy by the name of Wintluk (Wintel), who had lost his mother and three fingers when shot at by
Germans while escaping, was taken in by a poor Polish familyulawicze near Bielsk Podlaski and then cared for

and protected by the entire village who took pity on him:
took responsibility for his survival. The village administrator gave warning of visits &yGrmans, who were
stationedinhe vill age school. Thanks to this col IToelhagevod ef fort ,
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the Jew in Polish Folk Cultur@erusalem: The Magnes Press, The Hebrew Univeristy, 1995)1@08Ifreda and
Bol esaw Pietralszk&wishle!| ft @amieldi seveosmsi sting of 18 peopl e o
Podlaski for a period of two years. Although they had to rely on the assistance of neighbours for food for their charges,

no one betrayed t hem. See wyi©Ozoactenheanetdl-a <IBptr pwi ke
znak.org.pl/index.php?t=wydarzenia&id=6109>. Two young Jewish men were passed from farmer to farmer in the
village of Zdzieb-rz near Wyszk-w and were eventually ac:¢

fi Musiicnhy uszahyguadniok Soelciednebrerro S117, 2004. Yitzhak Kuniak fr
peasants for whom he was sewing secretly. He moved about in a few villages where he was fed and sheltered. See Layb

Roc hman, AWi th Kuni ak i and Sh.HSomka,negsSafer KaluszyA .Geh&yhka aer khorev

gevorener kehiléTel Aviv: Former Residents of Kaluszyn in Israel, 1961), 437ff., translat&th@dlemorial Book of

Kaluszyn Internet: <http://jewishgen.org/Yizkor/kaluszyn/Kaluszyn.html>.e&rtaged boy and his mother, who lived

in a damaged, abandoned house in Drzewica where he openly played with village boys, survived the war despite his

Semitic appearance. See Sven Sonnenbfefigyo Stop Journey to HéMontreal: Polishlewish Heritage Fawdation

of Canada, 2001). A poor Jewish tailor survived the war by being passed from home to home in the village of
DNbrowi ca near Ul &odnisynowi easzej OjozgzdertrTaik 8616 2. Jer zy and I rena K
who were awarded by Yad Vashe s hel tered and otherwise assisted a number

Warsaw. Theirson,aiyearol d boy at the ti me, recall ed: ithe fact t hat
the village. At times, there were 20 or 30 peoplentivon the farm. Many of the visitors were urban Jews who spoke

Polish with an accent. Their children attended undergrounc
knew. It would have been impossible to manage this without people findingutugveryone knew they had to keep

quedi t was a matter of | ikteKonpdeashPodbi bh haecghbmanyg bé&l pet

meal . 0 See Peggy Curran, iDecent peopl e:GazRte(Mongdal), coupl e ho
December 10, 1994; Jani ce Ar nol dThe Garadibrlewith NemwgMonmtreal ma d e Ri g h |
edition), January 26, 1995; Tomaszewski and Werbovéggota, 1411 42,t e g @t edition, 13132; Code Name:

t e g & aglition, 14043. After living in Warsaw on Aryan papers passing as a Christian, Joseph Dattner moved to a

village outside Warsaw in May 1944. Working as a tailor to earn food, he moved from house to house sewing clothes.
Dattner recall s: il survived, l'ike my brothers,-by pret
known and most people knemias Jewi sh. 06 See the interview with Joseph
Hol ocaust Survivorsd Association in affiliation with h
AHol ocaust Theme Und &aranto Staye sSNoWermb ed f 7Ar t1i99t6,.0 Aft er | eavi ng
Nat han Gold received extensive support from Poles in the
families in the wvillages took turns hivtdigs.nThey tvérenpoor each one
peopl e, many of the older ones illiterate, but all opened
Werbowski,Co d e N a mel43. kudwgka Fiszer was one of three women who escaped naked from an execution

pit where Jews from the Poniatowa labour camp were taken by Germans and their Ukrainian henchmen. Roaming from

village to village, despite their dishevelled appearances, they received various forms of assistance, even though the

peasants were clearly terrified bkrainian retaliation. Although most people were reluctant to keep them for any

length of time, no one betrayed them, and several weeks later they met up with a Polish woman who took them safely

to Warsaw. See the account of Ludwika Fiszer in the webMitmen and the Holocau@®ersonal ReflectiodsIn

Ghettos/Camps), Internet: <http://www.theverylongview.com/WATH/> and
<http:/www. zchor.org/ poni atowa/fiszer. htm>. (Ludwi ka Fisze
Estera Rubinsztein, a felv escapee, recorded in November 1945, neglects to mention many examples of assistance

the women received from peasants, accentuates the negative experiences and even embellishes them. Even after

making allowance for a variance in memory retention amamg\ors, these accounts shows not only how rapidly

memory depreciates but also undermine the notion, advanced by sociologist Jan T. Gross, that many details of the more

frequently bad than good contacts were very quickly suppressed. On the contrarpasisamof these texts proves

just the opposite and underscores the influence of negative stereotypes on later aSceunts. Andr z e j tbi kowsk
ATexts Buried in Oblivion: Testimoni es HolbcauStwstudiRandugees fr o
Materials (Journal of the Polish Center for Holocaust Research, Warsaw), vol. 1 (2008)276In June 1943, Hary

en
Dat
e

—

(Tzv i ) Nori ch, born in Chorz-w in 1928, |l eft the ghetto in
the village of Wo¥ni ki, south of Cznstochowa. He stayed wi
few peopl e forudnd Ghaovrez -rweccogni zed him as Jewi sh, and did a

knew his parents, who had lived there for a while after their marriage, and saw their likeness in him. He decided to look
for a different hideout so as not to endager thepS, and survived the war with the help of another Polisg family. See
Skop Family, The Righteous Database, Yad Vashem, Internet:
<http://db.yadvashem.org/righteous/family.html?language=en&itemld=80339D&wid Danieli, a 9earold boy

from Rybnik, was aken in by a Polish family who looked after him devotedly and saw to all his needs. He later
discovered that many people had known he was Jewish but had not denounced his adoptive peBegizeiStethe

Mercy of Strangers62i 63. After escaping fromhte Sosnowi ec ghett o, Adel a Gr¢nfeld e
residence in BtBjiaki-aw near hki Blesskka d Mountains. She was reco
from before the war and underground member hiding in the same village withethea k and Por Abski famil.i
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Gr¢nfeld brought many ot her Jews -ndaw.tThegstayed inthalgpmorini ncl udi ng
the attic, and only the boy Leon lived openly in the house. When asked about the danger of baimgeddrecause of

this | arge movement of people, Wgadysgaw Porfnbski answer s:
Poles, because one of them [the Poles] was in Auschwitz, another in forced labour, transported to Germany, another
onewas gpartisan, yet anot her Il eft in 1939 andPolessWher came ba

Rescued Jews During the Holocaust: Recalling Forgotten Hisfdfgrsaw: Chancellery of the President of the

Republic of Poland and Museum of the HistoryPailish Jews, August 2009), 11See alsd@Gutman and Bendefhe

Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natigok,5: Poland, Part 2, 63#435. Hania Gross was taken in by the

Matl ak family of Przecisz-w, a village near OSwifnci m, at t
the neighbours soon began to suspect the chheMaléks true i de
continued to care f or TFhaywiera afraicthey mighsgetelensuacede Fottuhagely,mo anevn .
d i dHania lived anormal life, playing with other children, attending chu¥chot in hiding at all. Se®€oles Who
Rescued Jes During the Holocaust: Recalling Forgotten Histofyarsaw: Chancellery of the President of the
Republic of Poland and Museum of the History of Polish Jew
of Gelbart settled in the nearby village of WyBlUe wi t h his wife and child. They sur\
from cottage to cottage, providing tailoring services in exchange for room and board. Their presence was known to
hundreds of people, yet no one betrayed tttem.e Kr yst yna P®amsomdvas kay,d -w kr akowski ch
okupacja hitlerowskiaejy, d itrydizhi kpowsikdds8p6aBcojgNi srijiaevrai eld kilks zy 3
was smuggled out of the Warsaw ghetto and brouakint to the v
in by the KraSny family. Al t hough posing as a Catholic, H

3t

villagers suspected she was Jewish. However, no one betrayed hd?.aSaee § KInaakp , c i sin uda urat
pamiintajo: R eilwayccjhed fi S por aiwS perdalwi ed | i wy c ho ¢Szceeoin: mstytud zt wa z ac h
Pami nci MNeormidgwe j$cigania Zbrodni przeci wko Narigdowi Pol ski

Al ter Szymszynowi cz made s oap skieanrexchange fonfgoe rarsd sheleea 8ee Opocz no
Engelking,J est t aki pi nknlgs26.gonddhznyid2iag@®&é , of Dziurk-w near R a
openly throughout the war with two Polish families under an assumed identity furnished by the Homeartraven

t ook seasonal empl oyment wi t h the Ger mans, without being
UOydowski m kol e@adetafforonts)pMay 21 4 c h 18695 . In the village of Targ-
Sandomier z, Ja zkfawanzady KWi kgroeed t o s iyeadold daughtér wfaa J&vislh e ¢ k a t h
woman whom they did not know. They passed her off as their granddaughter, even though their two adult sons were

childless and the neighbours knew she was not their grandéaughey kept the child until 1949, when she was

removed from them by deception. SBatman,The Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuers of

Jews During the HolocaustSupplementary Volumes (20@D05), volume 1, 57980. When a Jew pasg as a

Christian became a driver and had to transport some German officials to his hometown of Wierzbnik, he wondered

AfHow come no one recognized me? There are many gentil es wh
still I wa#&dfhet ethpowad. be | earned that many had indeed r €
See Menachem Mincberg, RarknSchuthnean, édaVierzbnikStaradbavizt A Meynorial i n

Book (Tel Aviv: Wierzbnik-Starachowitz Relief Societyilsrael and Abroad, 1973), 201ff, translatedMisrzbnik

Starachowitz: A Memorial Book|nternet: <http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/Wierzbnik/Wierzbnik.htmlThe

Konarski and Mermer families sheltered seven Jews who escaped from the Hassag labourticaragtiinof their

house in the village of Komorni ki, 0 ntwd nioeths.cAlihbugtkther t s of Cz i
neighbours were aware of the rescue, no one betrayed thenfi Sger awi ed | i wy WSr Pdls Narod-w §
Regionu( C zogh®wa), May 2008 <http://region.czest.pl/cz50/sprawiedliwy.pHp>the village of Olsztyn near
Cznstochowa, four Jewish families passed as Polish Christi
Years at the Edge of Existence: War Mes)dl939 1945 (Lanham, Maryland: University Press of America, 1996),

97, 99. After escaping from the ghetto in CzfAstochowa, Il gn
Koniecpol where they were assisted by a priest and a number offasamei n Ko Sci el na: #Athe farmers
most favourably disposed tRighteoss. Almong NadonsBgags. Amother eyevdtikess and L e wi
writes: Al n Kielce Voivodship | know o Bwessaverelddingvdute r e an eni

disguised in peasant clothes, and no one betrayed them even though they were poor Jews who not only could not pay

for their silence but had to be f edRighiedus®AmorgdNation86d. housed. 0
As milar attitude in several villages near Gowowicz i s descr.i
A Town in Mazovia: Memorial Boofd@el Aviv: Lowitcher Landsmanshaften in Melbourne and Sydney, Australia,

1966), xvi xvii. Hanna Mesz, alongith her mother, spent the period September 1944 to February 1945 in the village

of Kor zeni - wkupponing themsebres-byorking, for varioustarmerswho suspectedhey were Jevgh.

See Wi ktori a $hee iLasb Bysvkitmesses: eChildrerf the Holocaust SpeakEvanston, lllinois:

Northwestern University Press, 1998), 1203 . A similar case near Gaskarzew i s
Niezabitowska,Remnants: The Last Jews of Polafidew York: Friendly Press, 1986), 1ilB}: Zygmunt Srul

Warszaver hid for 26 months moving from place to place among numerous villages, such as Wielki Las, in the triangle
formed by Gaskarzew, Sobolew, and Wil ga, Avisiting every f
would turn him i to do sowod meanseliest ructi on. 0 No one turned him away e
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mont hs: f6No one ever r ef us ed-six monthserotponcy. Cantetbnesdhépweren ot f oo d
afraid to let me into the house, or into the barn. It varied,tbett r f ood they shared. o Janki el

with farmers he knew in villages southeast of telech- - w, f o
to other villagers who ttryedaztie dw hwl&d5 catell 14D .3TH8 goeng Bonsaof § o wi ¢ ki
Janina Dul man, namely Jerzy and WJjadysgaw, whose mother he
war , were sheltered by her their aunt, WJjadysgawa Kaszubsk

them with different people in the surrounding villages until the liberation. @genan, The Encyclopedia of the
Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuers of Jews During the Holo8agttementary Volumes (2G@D05),volume
Il, 569i 70. Lea Starowiejska, a ymg girl from Warsaw with Semitic features, somehow managed to make her way to

teliszew PodkoScielny, a village lying between Mi EGsk Mazo

Borkowski, the local pastor, who taught her Catholic prayers scskigatould play the part of a Polish orphan. The

appeal for a Polish family to take her in was answered by
C i Everyone t her gedthans See Gmaghet hat t he

k

the Nations: Rescuers of Jews During the HoBoppEmentary Volumes

(2000 2005),vol ume |1, 557; B a rTenjestz @jozgzkyimoj@hedd . L, e wliOn2-1n;a ,Edwar d Kop -
and Pae § Riwpdriamik,Dam im imindn na wieki: Pol ac(@xfod amul Kreblinkac Tr ebl i nk
Drohiczy@®skie Towarzystwo Naukowe andPElacy PaecapHpgl ngdwy
czasie Zaggady: Pr =W Resceed jews DprmgrtherfHolocaust: REcalling Forgotten History

(Warsaw: Chancellery of the President of the Republic of Poland and Museum of the History of Polish Jews, 2008), 53.

The following examples can be found in Nechama Resilience and Caoage: Women, Men, and the Holocaust

(New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2003). Eva Safszycka, not yet 20 at the time, left the ghetto in

SiedlIce, obtained false identity documents with the help of a Pole, a stranger she happened to encolnuiera and
position as a domestic on an estate owned by a Pol e. She
many were decent and helpful that it is unbelievable. ¢é Th
Tema RotmasWeinstock from the Lublin area presents a similar story. Dressed as a peasant, during the last stage of

the war she roamed the familiar countryside moving from employer to employer, most of whom were hungry

themselves and found it hard to feed her. Sheareusin who lived with his wife in a bunker in the forest, but he

refused to let her join them. Once when she was on the verge of collapse, kind peasants took her into their home. After

a month, afraid to keep her, they directed her to a woman who livedfarm with her daughter in the village of

in the hamlet of n
Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among th

Kajetan- wka. She remained there until the | iberation, ev
AFortunately, no bad consequences foll owed Iedaptizedse she f ol
Tema and defended her é O6The priest stood wup for me, argu

Ibid., 227 29. Rina Eitani (11 years old at the time) and her mother and sister (10 years old) supported themselves by
smuggling farnmgoods from the countryside to Warsaw. They worked separately to lessen the risk of discovery. While

the Germans were ruthless toward smuggl er s, the natives tr
store. A little girl came in, warningmé, The Gestapo are in the house where you |
stor e, a woman, put me in the cellar. She wouldnoét | et me

where we bought the produce. The peasants were nice to exs.widuld feed us and sometimes, in exchange, we
wor ked for t h32.nChava Gribber@rown, whao Hailed from the village of Wiskitki, roamed the

countryside near tyrard-w for the final yeoaldsgpedplet he Ger ma
to |l et me come in and sl eep. | remember that once someone
anot her home, one of the women gave me medication for my .
obvious. As | vandered from one little place to another, people fed me and let me sleep in their homes or close to them;

in barns, pigstys, etc.06 When a Pole who recognized her wae
was after threatened to give himbae at i ng he would never forget. That stopped
continues: il went to the place | had worked before [the v

from one place to another. Some refused me work. Themament offered me a more stable |
this peasant for most of the summer. Then | left and went to another village. | went from one village to another. Even
during the summer | would change places. When the Poles sent me away, | wasyndtuardgrstood that they were

afraid or had not enough food and could not share the little they had. | did not particularly feel tigieanti t i s m. é

Most people knew right away when | came in that | was Jewish, but they did not harm me. Only sefedidiirhave

to run away. ¢é When | entered a village | would go first t
Usually they were not afraid if they had a note from the
Christian s . I survived t he wa&T. A8tyearold lsarbér nameédiZienter, viho wahderdd with 2 2 5

his wife in the Wi skitki area near tyrard-w in 1941, cutti
us was extr emeflayr ngeorosd .ion Tvhar i ous vill ages such as Oryszew,

stay in their homes, gave them food, washed their laundry, and even invited them to a wedding. See Marta Markowska,
ed,Archi wum Ringel bl uma(Wardaz i eO® rpood edkn iKua rZaag, § abdoym Spot ka@® z Hi
Instytut Historyczny, 2008), 10Q . After escaping from the Warsaw ghetto, t
Ditman from Wisktiki wandered the villages in the area, looking for a place to staythaytilvere taken in by a family

in the village of Skrzelew. Sderael Gutman, edThe Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuers of
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Jews During the HolocausBupplementary Volumes (20@D05),volume Il (Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 2010), i542L

In an wunspecified village outside Warsaw, AA Jew who had |
water. The farmer called the police, who shot the Jew on the spot. This had so outraged the village that the offender had

to fleetoWarsaw n f ear of r epr iWwhaAre You, Me@ymbk&ondon an@ Pastlansl,,Oregon:

Vallentine Mitchell, 2001), 24819. A number of Jews were sheltered in another unnamed village outside Warsaw,

with the knowledge of the entire village, and nceomas betrayedSee Bart oszewskTenjashad Lewi n- wn
ojczyzny mojej2™ed., 57273.J - zefa Grzegorek of the village of Nowa Wie$§
from Zwierzyniec by the name of Jadwiga (later Bekir), whom she sheltered from 1942 until 1945. The entire village

was aware of this, but no one betrayed the girl. Be@,Po | acy r at R10.NrangiszkaAmnsam, from a

village near Mi EGsk Mazowiecki, wandered about many vill age
was taken in by nuns at a convent i n | glereadSee/EwaKweeke sever al
Dzieci Oydowskie w klasztorach: Udziag UeGEskich zgromadzeCE
a latach 19391945( Lub !l i n: Cli o, 2001) , 116. Brindla (Bronka) and
shelteredby t he family of Bronisgaw Byl icki in the village of
friend of Brindlabds, brought them food and money for fuel

surrounding villages begging for foo8ee Justyna Kowalskae d eProomafgani e skazanym na Zaggadr
destrukcidna podst awi e dokument -w osZliggtaydah tBrdamd!| iSt Side kai eir k
(Warsaw: Centrum Bada®@ nad Zaggat8RDrt Zodi- av, S F¥m&@EsPkAAN,, wH0adl 2
sheltered by the Grey Ursulines in OUar . w, received materi
nuns and priests, without any effort on their part to convert her. News of her stay was widely known to the villagers b

no one betrayed her, not even when a German military unit was, at one point, quartered in the convegeadetdL0

niece, who had a very Semitic appearance, was sheltered by
along with more thama dozen Jewish girls. All of the nuns were aware that their young charges were Jews, as were the

lay staff, the parents of nafewish children and many villagers. None of the Christian parents removed their children

from the school despite the potentiahder, and in fact many of them contributed to the upkeep of the Jewish children.

Dr. SzymaGska wrote: fAThe children were under the protecti
be found among themBygJ&mltZbk@arsad: Paxnards1ligs. Another example

is provided by Mary Rolicka, whose mother, one other Jewish woman and two Jewish men were sheltered by the
Sisters of Charity, with the assistanclensotfi ttuhteei ri nc hkarpa ka-i w
|l ater at an old age home in Szczawnica. Rev. Magysiak rec
personnel (nuns and lay staff) knew that there were Jews hidden among us. It was impossible to conceal &t fact, ev

though it was known what danger faced those who were responsible for sheltering Jews. After the passage of weeks

and months many of the residents of Szczawnica learned of the Jewish boarders. No one betrayed this to the Germans,

who were stationed in¢h i mmedi ate vicinity.o See Mary Rdstreamk a, AA Men
April 1988, 262 7 . I't was wuniversally known that the young daughte
sheltered in an orphanage run by nuns in that village, yet no one betrayed her. See Bertha-Betdgkhdrthe Sun

Kept ShNewiaorkgHfol ocaust Library, 1 aBdsuryivedLt®evar inNte villagerof Ma g o wi st
JabgoE& near Parczew, sai d: AThe f amidlinyfactwiva families kreevn | l'ived
After the war it came out that more families knew, and #e chief of the navhplue police, a Pole, a very decent

person. Juliusz Kleiner was hiding in the neighbourhood; in the next village there was a Jewess; in that area many were
hidindiMar$ea@ee Magowi st o n Pdn: StudiesrinyBlish dedryvdli 18 (2@00):i 338dewisho

partisan Gustaw AleBolkowiak identifies the following villages in the Parcz€s t r - w Lubel s ki area as o
fal most the entire population was acti veldankse Makeszk& d i n hel p
TySmienica and B-jki. He also states that in the wvillage
several Jewish families with the knowledge of the entire villS8ge.e Bar t os z e ws Klen jeatiz diczjizywi n - wn a,
mojej, 2™ ed., 53834.The Pinkies family was rescued by the villagers o
Bochnia.See Bart os zews Kren jestrz diczyzrey mbj@™edv,r885About one hundred and fifty Poles

were killed in massexedutons i n the villages of Biagka in the Parczew f
extensive help given to JewMarlyry of ChantysPart One, 12424, 28sMoreSee Zaj Nc:
than a dozen villagersfinuMAti -nw rmeeaer t@Fwsdk ,Jeavst. siSkee Dar i us
chrzeScijaEska wobdady setkrsytketr mi intaeclj s k it,yod kiorj aD &Rreii nshza r dit b i Zrakga
tyd-w w General nymaGslaewr ndtnen g/tt wiKemBjadnd inga niNaar Didroaveen i pr zec
Nar odowi Pol ski emu, 2004) , 325. Survivors from Sokogdgy reca
good name among the Jews who were hiding in the area around Sokoly, and they regarded it as a paradise. Many Jews

bemn to stream there. é there wasndt a house in -Landowa wh
Wrobeb see bel ow) AFinally, we came to the village of Landowa
not far from the forest. Anold fammo man br ought us into the house. é | remai ne
Over ti me, it became known to all/l of them that | was not r
farmwoman did not hesitate to admit that she had adoptednre Jewi sh girl , as her daughter.
to teach me Christian prayers, a n doyinmesidentanod theyvdlagd whave nt  wi t h
knew | was Jewish, did not han eBursten) Sedtenuel Kalishet, ad§okaBie r mans . 0 (
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Bomaavak Tled h aAivm v : Organi zation of 130 krangajed &Sakolgm@®&s i n | sr ae
Fight for Life,l nt er net : <http:// www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/sokoly/ so
Lendowo became a refuge foralotcddwmder i ng Jews, they called this village th
wide the doors without having any fear. SoonASphrder e were Je
of Hope: An AutobiographyMelbourne: n.p., 1998), 63. Severd¢ws, among them Ida Lewartowska and her

daughter, were hidden in a forest bunker near thlva g e o f Le@®e, just north of Biagys

from Nowe Aleksandrowo, Dobrzyniewo Fabryczne and Letniki knew about these Jews, but no one denounced them.

See Bart osze ws kTien jestrzdjczyzeywrioj@® ed.n74142. Szyma Datner recalls how his Jewish

partisan group f@AForojs,o0 consisting of escapees from the
Dworzysk. Among those mentioned as offering food and shelter to the partisans were Alfons and Stefania

Radziwanowk i and the Sgawi Eski and Kukl ik families. The entire
betrayed the partisans or rescuedse e Sz y mon Datner, iSzkice do stwudi-w nad
partyzanckiego w OKkid94aBi il @3 oy:t ot cykdiomvs(kl E4Hlno. FN(BTOY:t ut u Hi st
45146 ; tbiPodvasckyi ,i tydzi podilods648580 Fwid RogalewshkiGet kW D9 &aGostockie
DoSwi adczed®Bwi aZdaegcgtanday | i t(eBriaatgursyt ok : Ul mé mydtowte j P @Odidizdiag N w
Bi agymst okuRywklal 3Ghusl 9&6nd her husband, a grain merchant fr
by the villagers of Kr-le DulUe who respectedgenezd hel ped t
Jedwabnegnoa KryedszacWsPhgdocob |1 Rz e c z yipiples @91 (Warsawy: . Wr zesi e
tydowski I nstyt ut Kadine Wewryk describes the 2€siStaéhge he récBived, after his escape from

Sobib-r, from numerous ipllasggeattsoasi hlageanideran &drean sout h
but frightened Catholic Poles and some Ukrainian Baptists. f ami | 'y o f five Jews hid in T

AEverybody in the hamlet knew that t htitseyf adnidrydtwawa nhti dti o gl
Moishe told me how they were loved in that hadhleth er e wer e decent peopl d&o there. o S
Sobibor and Back: An Eyewitness AccoiMiontreal: The Concordia University Chair in Canadian Jewish Studies, and

The Montral Institute for Genocide and Human Rights Studies, 1999%6&671.A teenager, Marian Finkielman

wandered the villages in the vicinity of Dubeczno where he
and 1942 many young Jews wandered froltage to village, offering their services in exchange for room and board.

The peasant farmers knew who they were, and for some time took advantage of their help, just as the farmer in the
village of Kozaki benefited fdurmgnmyrstay teie framaApril througldJuly n Ko z a ki
1942, € none of the inhabitants of the village, Ukraini ans
who also worked as a herdsman] or my existence. It seemed that there were no informantg inlthisage €0 See
Marian FinkielmanOQut of the Ghetto: A Young J e (Morgréal: The @Qohcardia Boy 6 s St r
University Chair in Canadian Jewish Studies and The Montreal Institute for Genocide and Human Rights Studies,

2000), 3436; Marian (Finkielman) Domanskk-leeing from the HuntefToronto: Azrieli Foundation, 2010), Ba5.

Cypora Frydman, the daughter of a mil/ owner in Nowy Orzec
recall ed: AAl I t he melzesaase allof them usedhtecomeitd oluranjlebut kat enw of them

denounced me even though everyone knew | was hiding near the lake. Sometimes they gave me bread for free,
sometimes a I|ittle milk é | useddtionrmyuhuot f destBakié¢ hEngeéell kiar

pinkny sgon8dheyvidkl aGEGeérs of Kubra near Radzig-w (in the B
of Helena Chilewicz when the Gestapo came looking for them in July 1942, and she and her mother survived the war

penniless movng from village to village. See DankKontaktfy and Al ekseé
GomUyEs ki TygddhyklGpot&hess8nyMirla Frydrich (Szternzys), fr
she jumped from a tr ahopamh & 2aeewho Hagpenedttchbe driBirghyteak hedie hig
carriage and nursed her back to health with the help of ar

assistance from a number of Poles in several nearby villages. See Zylbexklang,- § ki ewk i ,181084.Er ec | sr ace
About 12 miles outside Lw-w, Abraham Trasawucki, dressed
BegUec in the middle of winter. Although he ®wmshmeasily ide

rather he was offered temporary shelter, food, clothing and money at two random Polish farmsteads, and given rides in
the wagons of other Poles. He was sold a train ticket by an official, allowed on the train by a guard who checked his
ticket, and not denounced by the passengers, even though everyone recognized him as aAlesah&eeTracy;To

Speak For the Silencederusalem and New York: Devora, 2007), il6A Ryfka Goldiner, a Jewish infant, was

rescued by Stans aw and Hel ena Wi Sl i Gski in BegdgUyce near Lublin.
origin, no one betrayed them. The local priest did not agree to formally baptize the child in the event her parents

survived the war. In fact, they didretn  f or her after | iber dwiamnjaSee cAemaobd8t
Sprawi edl iwi WSr.-d Narudd-iwm: $vwiSatoal.¢ kR éitBe cajied, 06T ub&@ X, 56
Hochl erer, ten years of age, l'ivee bpehkey wift Wi dozdf waneaB
where she attended village school, yet no one betrayed her. Ibid7. Hishel Mostyzer and Sara Fuks were directed

by a mailman to the home of his mother, Franciszka Rybak, in the village of Rogalin near Hwbisz Mo st ysser , a
tail or by profession, did odd sewing jobs for his rescue

themselves. Despite some opposition because of the danger this created for the village, no one betrayed them. See
Gutman and Beder,The Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natiamis5: Poland Part2,684J ul i a Pnpi ak of
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BegUec agreed to shelter Bronia Hel man, the young daughte
something that became widely known in the village. The <chi
after liberatim. See Gutman and Bend&he Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natiahs5: Poland,Part 2,

597; Zuzanna Schnepfo | ac z , i Pomoc Polak-w dla tyd-w na wsi W Cczasi ¢

przykgadzi e Sprgwiedliatv,ydnhirwSrBadba\IraaocE-n\gelélwiiraZgrysand Jan C
krajobrazu: Wi eS pol s kid945(oViaercs azwa g gSatdoyw atryzdy-swe eh9 €42 Centrum E

tyd-w, 2011), 236 Il rena Sznycer, a Je wredblyaRplshwomami t h strik
in the village of BegUec, recalled shortly after the war:
Al though the neighbours knew | was Jewi sh, thisalady had
Prekerowa, fStosunek ludnoSci polskiej do Uydowskich wucie
BegUcu w Swietle rel acijuil elydowsgkiwnheji Kmwanli skiichBaddani a Zbr ¢
Polskiemill nst yt ut u P a mioli35i(1998)a 104. dAccording to three separate testimonies of Jewish
escapees from the Treblinka and Sobib-r death camps, the f
everybody, 0 i-handsand schopl childrem, withautfved bet r ayed. I bid., 108. Mi ec
who escaped from the Treblinka death camp, recall ed the hi
village. ¢é | knocked to ask for bread. heybaww mprechhsrast s | ook e c

torn jacket, worrout slippers, and handed me some hard, gray crusts. A peasant woman, huddled in shawls, gave me a

bowl of hot milk and a bag. We didndét talk: my body had t
clothes, everything proclaimedew! But they gave me bread. Thank you Polish peasants. | slept in a stable near the

ani mal s, taking a little warm milk from the cow in the mor
Gallo, For Those | Love@Bosbn and Toronto: Little, Brown, 1972), 178. A Jew from Serock (north of Warsaw) who

escaped from a German execution site badly wounded, was cared for by many villagers where he sought refuge. See

Mi chagd Gryydnzbiervwy ,rej encj iil92WaclsamwowPlaiGEsjt wobWw29 Wydawni ct wo Na

134. l zaak Zemel man of Pgock recalled the assistance prov
village of Sik-rz where he and his famil yamsokoik, skifedstieEs k iSt
and others. See Spaffieszn &3k z &y ad EsvikkK miekfaPzuogw suzsak : w Wy 10% za Sz k
Humani styczna imienia Aleksandra Gieysztora w Pugtusku, 20
Christian Poles wanot as foolproof as they had believed, but this had not caused them to be betrayed. A Jew who

called on farmhouses in the Urznd-w area, pretending to b

Christ, and ask for something to eat. | hmdde up a story in case questions were asked. Most farmers were not
talkative. Viewed suspiciously, sometimes | would be given soup or bread and asked to leave quickly: sometimes | was

just told to go. Later it dawned on me that | was crossing myselfrinecz t | vy , touching my chin rath
See David MakowDangerous Luck: Memories of a Hunted L{iéew York: Shengold Publishers, 2000), 28. In 1942,

Jerzy Mirewicz, a Jesuit priest, escorted a Jewish fugitiyv
could join members of his family who were being hidden by a Christian family. theaigh the priest had permission

to travel, officials were constantly checking the papers o
into the car and demanded to know if his companion was a Jew. Fortunately for the priest and\thethegitvhole
compartment came to their rescue by insisting that priest
LapomardaThe Jesuits and the Third Reigtewiston/Queenston and Lampeter: The Edwin Mellen Press, 1989), 130.

AlJdewishh awyer was able to continue his practice in Mielec, i n

entire legal profession, until he was denounced by a fellow Jew, first to the Gestapo and then to the Justice Department.

See Mark Verstandid,Rest My CaséMelbourne: Saga Press, 1995), viii, 109, 130 32. In the village of Czajkowa

near Mielec, where the brothers Zygie and Sol Allweiss were sheltered by the family of Maciej and Zofia Dudzik,

neighbours who lived around the Dudzik farm wareare that Jewish boys were hiding there but chose not to betray

the family: Ailn the village, if one knows something, ever:
p e o pl e&BilltamBeus and Jacques Cukierkoeds., They Were Just Peopl8tories of Rescue in Poland During

the Holocaus{Columbia, Missouri and London: University of Missouri Press, 2009)M2hachem Kuperman, then a

young teenage boy, wandered into the village canentsBor ki Ni zi
He entered the home of Eugeniusz Pier-g, a farmer whom he
boy |l ooking for farm work. Pier.-g agreed to take him on as
the forest, they@me acr oss Ger man sol diers. Pier-g warned Kuper man
said to the boy, ADid you think I didndét know you were Je\
know that he was Jewish but that there were ethrethe village who suspected his true identity. Whenever Kuperman

became frightened that someone in the village would infor]

because he had no enemies who would harm him in the village. Kupermanmeend wi t h Pi er - g unhar med
war ended. See Gutman and Bendédre Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natimis5: Poland, Part 2,

605. The Jewish Social Séffel p organi zation in the town of Priteszowice ne
food supplies from 20 Polish estates in the vicinity fot the soup kitchen in the ghetto; 19 owners promptly responded,

promising produce free of charge. See Déayclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, T9¥815,vol. 2, Part A, 552. In
thevillageofGoeacza near Miech- w, everyone was aware that Jews, so
were being sheltered yet no one betrayed tf®m.e Bar t os z e ws kTien jestrz djczyzeywiojd ed.n a ,
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643 44. After fleeing the Szczucin ghetto ding its liquidation, Shiyer Mutzenmacher ran to the farm of Anna and
Stanisgaw Jaje in nearby village of Lubasz. Everyone in t
hiding in the Jajesd house, but far théd reighbourd and otlien \dllagdrs, h i m. He
which contributed to the household expenses. Bge Family, The Righteous Database, Yad Vashem, Internet:
<http://db.yadvashem.org/righteous/family.html?language=en&itemld=44111A3ba m Kaz i mi katazw Musi a g,
ukryciu (Gliwice: n.p., 2002), 3449.Si mi | ar reports come from the villages of
Miclec.See Bart os zews Kénjeatz diczyizry mojafi’ edy @24 22. In the latter village, it was widely

known among the villagerthat the Markowski family was sheltering the Verstandig family, and several other Polish

families were also hiding JewSee Andrzej KrempaZ aggada ¢t y d - Secondirevised edikiondMielec:

Muzeum Regionalne w Mielcu, 2013), 98.Majdan Nepryk i , west of Tomasz-w Lubel ski, se\
a young Jewish girl t hr owSed r Banr tao st zreaw snk Tren gaanhddejcyzfyoi rn - Bxengal e ¢
mojej, 2™ ed., 70910. A teenage boy with a Semitic appearance, the son of a Jevgghrbsoman, lived openly in

the village of Ggowaczowa near Dnbica, with th®ePolish fa
Bartoszewski TBen st acnyizng maigi‘ad., 640.In Grodzisk, a small community just outside

Warsaw, an elderly Jewish teacher married to a Polish Catholic woman was able to live openly with his wife

throughout the war: fAEverybody knew my uncle was Jewish bu
in other Jews, also without incideee Sylvia Rothchild, edvoices from the Holocau@ilew York: Nal Books/New
American Library, 1981), 225. A foundry in Wogdomin, out si

manner of speaking readily gave him away, yet no one betrayed him. See Antoni Mariatowiezi € s ur owo
wzbronione(Warsaw: Czytelnik, 1995), 1580; Antoni Marianowicz,Life Strictly Forbidden(London: Vallentine

Mitchell, 2004). After receiving a great deal of sporadic help from Poles as he wandered in the countryside around

Garwolin, Meir Herc was introduced, through a Jewish friend and his Christamediary, to a farmer in the village

of Jagodne who agreed to shelter him for payment. Herc was one of six Jews the farmer hid in his pigsty. Herc was able

to pay for his upkeep with the money he received from various Poles to whom he had enteuptegédrity. The

money was collected by an intermediary and delivered to Herc. The entire group of six Jews survived this way for 23
months. Meir Herc writes: @Al only survived thanks to more
money tome . They even knew the village in which | was hiding
Experience in September, 0 in Ghowlingiskezbakh(Ted Avig, NewaYordan®ar uch She
Paris: Garwolin Societies, 1972), 183. Anotter resident of Garwolin, Chana KarpmBozenberg, recalled that

when she travelled by train to Warsaw pretending to be a smuggler, she encountered many Poles from Garwolin whom

she knew but none of them denounced her. While passing as a Pole in Warsaet shaeny Poles from Garwolin,

among them Home Army members, who were glad to see her. See Chana KBRrpnzae n b er g, AOn the Aryan
in Zaltsman and SheirGarwolin yiskerbukh, 208 15. The most frequent for of assistance was, however, casual

assistancdor short periods of time offered by many fearful but courageous Poles whose names will never be

remembered and whose deeds are | argely forgotten. A Jew fr
who helped him to survive the German occupatn i n t he Biagystok District: iWe hear
went to the path | eading to the village we knew very well
the morning they took us through the path where we could gotoBialy)e [ Bi agy st o k] é [ The Nazi s]
until | fainted. e | dragged myself to the road; some Chri
[Jewish families] went through back ways to the village to get some food. | managed tqgobefr@em Vintzig

Vol netzvick, t heinlCahw, s€ChashiéckHi sCzeoni ek] , promi sed me that
have to work for t he Ger mans é One day Vinchi ck, t he Chr
Zabl udowdsmehe wesnht woo the Christianbés field to get some pc
Vel osoviches barn deep in the hay €& The hel pful Christiand
whispers in the city that you were not seen anmtoflge peopl e i n the wagons, saying that
asked that | pity her, because if | would be caught her family will be held responsible, and they will be punished
severely. I was abl e to convi nete Ndvosad [Nowosatypvillageneknewtaay unt i |
good Christian there. My appearance scared him, and immediately he told me about the order that they have to bring

any Jews without delay to the Nazi h e a d q wrmerfdoec andtook fi | have t
me to a place behind the barn where | could escape. When evening came | arrived at a new village. | had a friend there

€ He too took me in courteously and brought me food, but r
andbegged me to | eave, I continued my wandering ¢é | ater on

farm of Christian people | knew. | left the place when they told me that the Germans were hunting the area and were
planning to sleep in theirtuse. | wandered all night through fields and forests until | got to Baranke [Baranki] village,
where my father used to live. A farmer, a good acquaintance that we knew from the past took me in nicely. | shaved

and bathed; they even provided me with cleahot he s . I hid in the side section of
stayed in the forest until the evening, and then | came back to the Christians. The Germans were not in the village
anymor e, but the farmer di dnérdad adaie, and soen | gdt © yanothen aprictltar&c e t he r
farm and stayed there a couple of days. The farmer didnoét
mi ght talk nd risk giving me away. F r oovmers gdveemeeshelter. Imoved t o

a
knew his son from the old days where we were both captured by the Germans. For a while | was able to rest. When the
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Christiansd holiday came | took part in the cerfemonies, a

Russian partisans é When | realized that the Nazis raided
| got to a big village by the name of Zavick [Zawyki]. | slipped away secretly to the barn and laid there until the

mor ni ng. Wrerfouldane, o Ise was a good man who was ready to help. He took me to his house, fed me,

and helped me hide. It was a secret basement under the din
farmerés house. € They ware¢i saaking florsthegws an the hidin
asked to leave by his wife who had started to cry, saying
children, o0 she said. #dalf t hielyl6lKi Ifli nds .oultdéltlhagi vie ayr uhifda ondy
way . Have pity on us, and save your soul .o | promi sed that
which | had escaped. The frightened Christian told me that the night | esbapidis searched the house and barn.

€ It was dangerous to stay in the village, where to go? |
di fferent villages. € The Christian who tol dontméring he news w
food to Bialystok. | asked him to take me with him in his wagon. His wife gave me bread and fat. We left early in the
morning so that nobody would see me. é When we approached
off the wagon] got of f, raised my collar and continued by foot &

ShmueliSchmusch, edZabludow: Dapim mtokh yiskerbukh(Tel Aviv: The Zabludow Community in Israel, 1987),
an English translation of which is posted be internet at: <www.jewishgeorg/yizkor/zabludow/>. Other examples

of communal assistance by Poles in central Poledsnd are rec
Pol acy 1§95 iWak Saw: Ksi NOka i Wi edza, 1971), 2,mre ( Ni edFwi a
street in the city of PrzemySI was aware of a Jewish hide
school teacher in Gorzyce near DNbrowa Tarnowska, sheltere

held out to be her cousithe villagers were aware that he was a Jew but no one betrayed him), 349 (Przydonica, Ubiad,
KI'i mk - wk a, Jel na, Sgowi kowa, and Li brAathologywmArmed 3etvish ( Rakszaw
Resistance, 1939945, vol. 3 (1986), 308 (two villags near Parczew); Thomas Toivi Blaiom the Ashes of
Sobibor: A Story of SurvivdEvanston, lllinois: Northwestern University Press, 1997), 207ff. (Mchy near Krasnystaw);
Diane ArmstrongMosaic: A Chronicle of Five Generatiofigliisons Point, New SohtWales: Random House, 1998),
57681 (Piszczac near Biage@iBadlzaska)Mi aRo(Mp.,m.p.gdasy 9PBEs Kiews ki e
(Kolonia Dworska near Piszczac), 97 (Piszczachyd r z e j W, Kaczorowski, fiBueyru si a z mi a
I nstytutu Pamo. 8 @archiR@08):d8%D(Risz¢zac and Kolonia Dworska near Piszczac); Gutman and
Bender,The Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natias, 4 and 5Poland,Part 1, 95 (villages near Lublin),
317 (villages near Lublin), 326 (villages near Lublir843 44 (villages near Skierniewice), 452 ([Ré& i near
Krasnystaw), Part 2, 647 (villages near ZamoSi), 673 (vil
(villages near Otwock). Several Polish families in the villages of Bobrowa, Wola Bobrowska, and Nagoszyn near
DiAbi ca s he ImeneberealthevKaie fanoily Among the rescuers from Nagoszyn recognized by Yad Vashem
are Michag Dygdo® and J-zef Chol ewa. Al though a number of
betrayed them. See Lé&tavaukrycik(@lmzvicenri.pe 2002)vill.(2,s58587% Gutman and Bender,
The Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natwwis5: Poland, Part 2, 71920. Public executions of Polish
rescuers did not bring rescue activity to a habite, for example, Chodorskapdni synowie naszej Ojczyzniyart
One, 21 (Mariampol).

Even in large cities like Warsaw, Jews passing as Christians have acknowledged that they unexpectedly ran into

many Poles whom they knew without bei ng Kedkd mawiteodt: i of te
greeting me, or greeted me with open sympathy. € Occasion
me. 0 See Stef dkrg€wagkmeleéewi ovz Wais 5y awe(&rlakd $ac. z eZ6Eialk9431988) ,
36. Marcus Davik eucht er, who | ived in AAryano Warsaw for more tha
the Ghetto [in Krak-w], I assumed a Polish gentile identit
that I was a Jew, nebhddRefbetct a pad Theeardaliadd Revieghidustoa,u st , 0

Texas), vol. 20, no. 3 (September 2000). Her®Bybowski, the famed liaison officer between the Polish and Jewish

underground who smuggled scores of Jews out of the Warsaw ghetto, oftdrnisusedll, crowded home in Warsaw

to hide Jews, a fact widely known a@oingr dhiee Maisagthwarud sch Se
ABC, 1997), 91. Edward Reicher, who resided witth a group
incidents | d us to quarrel constantly and without dignity
continues: It was obvious that we were |living there, but
even though the ¢ine apartment complex, which was home to several hundred people, knew of our presence. Even the
Polish prostitutes who received Ger manReicheriCeuntty®f AShn t he s ame
198, 201 An entire apartment building ithe workingc | ass di strict of Mokot-w in Warsaw
Jewish family, some of them Semiimoking and speaking Polish poorly, resided in their midst. See Marek Halter,

e
i

iTzedWpkostdo June 13, 1993. The | wiferwera Ishelered bR &farwigzek Rmdaga and
Kl ementyna Ol brychski in their apartment on Nowogrodzka St
appearance, uséedo fr equent a nearby caf ®, yet no ormecorbnoh r ayed t he

knowl edge. See Wykedysad Komh uMagadyni Sukdess zManr,coh 2 8, 2008; Ewa I
Sgoneczna dziewczyna: O p o wllbey@hbkiej @argdéw: eNamszawskien WyelawrBcond o n o wi ¢ z
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Literackie Muza, 2007)Fryderyka Godlewsk (Szulemit Karmi), then a-gearold child with obvious Semitic

features, was taken in by the Doma@EskKki family of Warsaw an
in Mokot-w knew of this but no ol en doveit r sapy Rzeezpodpdditaj. wiSede Pi o
December 21, 2011. Another such tenement house was located at 11 Wielka Street, in Warsaw, as well as the boarding
house on 45 MoSeesGrynkEsggK 81 5d a e & p r 838;i Bartbszéwsaky antl |ewirRighteous

Among Nations9 3 ; Bart oszews Kén jest naczyzng mojefi’ edwy B089. Feliks Tych, a historian at

the Jewish Historical Museum in Warsaw, who survived the w
for some time urilt liberation in the Warsaw suburb of Miedzeszyn. There the neighbours could not have not known

that in our house several Jews were sheltered. fAAOd nothing
ukrywaniu sin po Oaryjskiej stroni ed: Z pZaffgadaemyfelwi kse
Studia ivolateli §3var saw: Centrum Bada® nad ZaggadN tyd-w |
iRozmowa z prof.Z&gdadkasemydywhedt 0®i  Warmatwer &yt rum BadaEE
tyd-w | Fi' S PAN, 2006) : 340. A Jewish woman who had to find
a Jewish appearance r1 ecal | e dbringiigenreimadicaionmidyarsinjectiom iwagai d a ho
only one of sever al visits for which he never asked payr

neighborhood, asking in the storefronts if there might be a room to let. We gave many in thosectasais to

wonder about the two forlorn young women, one with a blukblue face. But no one denounced us a Jews or

escapees from the ghetto. In fact, one morning the owner of a barber shop on Rakowiecka Street offered Maria his shop
tostayin.Alle asked was that she come | ate and | eavBTdlarly, befo
at Last: Survival under False Identity, 19445 (Urbana and Chicago: University of lllinois Press, 1992R. Fanny

Gothajner and her teenaged sondive wi t h t he Sgowakiewicz family on Powsi Eska
Many of the residents of the apartment buiding were aware she was Jewish, but no one betrayed her; in fact, they were
favourably disposed. See the testimony of Fanny Gothajmehive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw.

30V 2011. Employees of the Warsaw Department of Social Services were heavily involved in the rescue of Jewish
children, pl acing hundr e d®dsce we westirtioenrad thah twdibgstwere hidden incaonvent s .
cubbyhole in [the suburb of] Praga. One of them was running a high fever and it was imperative to move them. A nun

took the sick boy on a streetcar and he started to scream out something in Yiddish. The driver was astute enough to

smse the danger and yelled out: 6This streetcar is going t
the nun that she and the boy should remain. o0 See ATrakto
interview wi tk, SJ ai @zaebnik Katcioki@\Var€gw), no. 67, 1993 Jewish woman who was being

pursued by a blackmailer in Warsaw turned to the conduct ol
man i s an extortioni st hesidting)thedcendycterweneoven tb thenirgruderend&lappéidt h o u t
him twice across the face. o0 I n the enWhoiAre You MoGrymek? i on, s he
249 50. Tomasz Prot, who was accepted into the Stefan Czarnecki Boarding #chBoys in Warsaw run by the

Central Wel fare Council, wrote: i At t h dairedtboynitee featyresl ook s wer
of my face were clearlg e mi t e . € seeing my |l ooks é would hwvishlby.y have an)
Neverthel ess, during my stay at the school, é none of the
knew | wa s RiyketasussAmong theNatonslarsaw, June 14, 2018 network of Poles in the Warsaw

subur b of engadgedib findirg roanas among trusted persons for Jews passing as Poles. See Marian Turski,
ed,Losy Uydowskie: vOwi a®e tWao sGywy SHt,owar zyszenie tyd-w Komb
|1 Wojnie $wiat owejnothefJ&9 9 e mavaled, 2 fii b506 heAsmal | houses in
inhabited mostly by the Polish intelligentsia there were hidden many Jews who had escaped from the ghetto. | was in

such a home which belonged to a known prewar Endek [nationalist]. Havingedetltat he was sheltering two

Jewesses | asked with surpri sSemid¥owrwh o olwe fharmr é otuhre nwa rJ ews
He replied: 6We have a common enemy and | am fighting in
them. 0 See zZdANisgawkfBezypgadagodyfWaszawawipsylona 1984y, @Babarac i u
AbramowNewerly did not abide by the order to relocate to the ghetto but continued to reside in her housing estate in

t he War saw s ubeven thoughther 8ewishi backgromnd was widely known. The samhalcownikshe

encountered was a Jew by the name of Saul, whom she knew. Saul worked for the Gestapo ferreting out Jews in hiding

on the fAAryano side. He was viited Barbaranweekly aentil shie nvas @entiless.t i ng mon
Facing denunciation, she turnedtbh® Home Army for assistance. Witold Pilecki, the famed escapee from Auschwitz,

extricated her by providing money for tkemalcownikand told her not to worry. The Jewishmalcownikdid not

return, and she continued to live in the safety of her h@me Jar os g-MewerlBbwy mmowj ego podw- r ka
(War saw: Tw- | 153.0ews hidin@i® l@rd@e)) cities budsRle Warsaw also reported favourable experiences.

HenrykMd | er hid for a time on the Aryan side of Krak-:-w, wher
for a living. According to his testimony, he made enough money to allow himself to dress properly and eat well and

even attend the cinema in theeaing. The local Polish youths viewed him as an equal, and if they were short of stocks

they would shhay, tgi vhe mys fnaleSyport o (the brand of cigarette
him and did not inform on him. Sé¢ochbergMa r i a Es k a The IChildraB4cguses6, Helena Ziemba, one of

several Jews rescued in Kalinowszczyzna, a suburb of Lublin, stated that many Poles knew she was being hidden and

some even brought food to her hideout. A Polish housekeeperadhanhillegitimate son by her Jewish employer was
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not betrayed by anyon&ee Jerzy Jacek Bojarski, ef.c i e Uk i paminci : t ydlloesy mikjsc® mi ast o w

historim ( Lubl in and Rishon LeZion: NoFdatrt i NNmDPwdIDSERadeja FrBir a m:
Polskel zr ael ski ej w Lublinie, Stowarzyszenie $S$rodklbwoeuropej
Jew who was stopped by a German official on a streetcar i
gained the support af | | the passengers in the streetcaiaBeS8é&®w Stanisga
in Occupied Poland: Cracow, Auschwitz, Buchenw@l® Swi i ci m: F r a p Nir® dews Is/ed behigddas ) 32.
false wall i n an at vritwo year§, amongftHern ksrael Ungel, theyoalg oy. $ame of the f

Jewish merused to leave the hideout at night to forage for food. It is unclear how many Poles knew about the Jews in

hiding, yet not one of them denounced the Jews to the Germans. afrigst estimates about terWiio knew about

the Jews in the attic? | am not sure even to this day. Probably the Dagnans, and the Skorupas, and the Drozds. Likely
abouttennol ewi sh peopl e knew about t helalkehedrndhatthchekistenaegf and no o
the hidden Jews was an open secret among the Wotkig at the mill See Carolyn Gammon and Israel Ungére

Unwritten Diary of Israel UngefWaterloo, Ontario Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2013)4i 15, 199. Mordecai

Pel eg, who was passing as a Pole, remained in his native T:
was not betrayed by anyone even though he was well known:
noone bot her Mithm Paelegha r 9 eaeEsakdaMomletal PeledVi t nes s es: Life in Occupi
(London and New York: Routl edge, -3emificiINptionalDemotratic(Prolekn a E, a st
Party, relations with the Jews imprisoned in the Stadibodr camp in 1941943 were amicable. Samuel Bronowski,

who appeared as a witness in the trial of Arthur Greiser, Gauleiter of #@lsd Wartheland, made the following
deposition before the Supreme Nat i oRirdlby stpplyirgdondalhthe A The onl
camp we received 200 grams of bread and one litre of turnip soup per day. Obviously, those who had no help from
outside were bound to die within a short time. wds committee
no easy matter since everything was rationed under the food coupon system. Many a time, we received bigger parcels

which reached us secretly at the construction sites where we worked and met the Polish people. Parcels were also

thrown into the camp biight. It is not easy to describe the attitude of the civilian population outside thé ¢arspy

t hat it was friendly, would be too little. There was mar ke
Pole who would betray a Jew escapihg camp. There has not been a single case on the construction site of a foreman

striking a Jew without immediate reaction on the part of the Poliskockers. Those Jews who survived did so only

thanks to the help from tdkeMoBzkoliczsamothpranmatd of the StatdiondabourPo z na E. 0
camp, stated in his deposition for Yad Vashem: Al wish to
towards us, the Jewish prisoners, was very friendly and when our labour battatiesoming out of the camp,

peopl®& mostly womeld waited for us in the street in order to throw us food in spite of severe interdictions and

puni shment . 0 SibheeBlo®&IsShed Urites dJ825. Peoplevho werereadily recognizable as Jewad

spokepoor Poli sh were able to survive in the Western Polish
that he had gone through the war with a false identity. It sounds like a joke with his Yiddish accented Polish, with his

l ooks. o601 prasemtdedtmpsaal an, I had no papers, I had no mor
westward, to the Poznan [ Pozna(E] region where Jews were h

somebody € He didndt pay sihat heafedynte lgave me sonde ragthta wear,nandt | tivedr s i
i ke a king. 60 $l4% Days gnhMyalifenPlud FoufT8koreanPark, Maryland: Dryad Press, in
association with the University of Wisconsin Press, 2006)6B6Even when neighbours watspleased with the fact
that they were put at risk because of the Jews sheltered in their midst, and justifiably fearful of German retaliation, this
did not necessarily result in denunciations, as is shown by several cases cited in Joanna BeatdPMichdiay d 6 s
Threatening Other: The Image of the Jew from 1880 to the Présierbln and London: University of Nebraska
Press, 2006), 1923.

Friendly relations between Jewish and Polish inmates also prevailed in German camps and prisons. In Radogoszcz
ousi de of G-dF¥, AThe Polesd attitude to the Jews, with the
should be pointed out that there were a few dozen priests
The Jewish prisomse and the Poles made an agreement that on Christmas Day [1939], the Jews would all the work in
the camp. The next t wo days, however, the Jews were not [
knowing that we woul dirsé6tt hggetr dmy ame aln,d had Ihdafdtden coffee
J-zef (Josef) Saks, At chive of the 3zjndiashtkowldzsan iomatec a | I nst
of a camp in Pomiech:-wek near Nahdrédibehind thedence loflthe damp iiti he Pol i
bread and fruit, but the guards did not allow us to get too close to them. Those prisoners who were sent for water also
collected gifts of bread, mi Il k and what egydeirw rejeac avail abl
ciechanowskiej 1939942, 134. Mosze Gildenman, one of 600 Jews employed in a sugar refinery in Korzec, in
Volhynia, reported that all the Polish supervisors treated the Jews well and helped them as much as tSeg dosid.
account in Gynberg and Kotowska, y c i e i zagQ§ada 11945&71LW2. Noach Zabludowicz, Wi®o3 9
was i mprisoned in Ciechan- w, recal | ed:-fivdipeaple,Pdles. Apof i son wher
them related to me properly and treated me like a brother. &lvesaten up and in a terrible state. Wounds and sores
covered my body. There wasndét an un h anateseappliesd pompgressesiopwh er e . F
my wounded body. For this they wused Stehee Nwaatcehr Ztahba tu dwansi cszp a

e
sti
| S
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Experiences i n Wor |l dYiskebukhlfuh ded TshekhandverWidishef ketiiieli Avivi: Fomer

Residents of Ciechanow in Israel and in the Diaspora, 1962), 335; translated into Enilisim@sal Book for the

Community of Ciechanownternet: <http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/Ciechanow/Ciechanow.html>. Paul Trepman

wr ot e: Aion the third day we Jews were put to work in a hidg
of Polish civilians already on theb. These Polésall Gentiled wer e very kind to usé I n the co
became very friendly wit hAmdnd Men 8hd Beasihew Ydbke & S.FBaroek and r e p ma n ,
Company, 1978), 71. Martin Zaidenstadt, a Jewish soldier in the Roiish) recalls that when he was captured at the

beginning of the war and transferred from a prismfevar camp t o Dachau: AWhen the Nazi
step forward, my Polish comrades held me baeckr awbdopwohétte
f o r gcazettg®ontreal), October 27, 1997 (reprinted from thew York Timés See also Timothy W. Rybackhe

Last Survivor: In Search of Martin Zaidenstgfitew York: Pantheon Books/Random House, 1999), 123; this book

provides a furter example at p. 161. Lea Kalin, a young Jewish woman deported to a German munitions factory at

Telgte, stated that although her Polish fellow forced labourers in her barrack knew that she was Jewish, they kept her

identity secret. See Martin GilbeftheRighteous: The Unsung Heroes of the HolocgUistonto: Key Porter, 2003),

410 (see also illustration no. 42). Henryk Arnold, who was deported to Brockwitz together with about fifty other Polish

insurgents from Warsaw, stated that all of the Poles knew there five Jews in the group and most of them behaved

very decently. SedakubGut enbaum and AgnThelas EyawitlessésaGhitdren of tiesHolpcaust

Speakyol. 2 (Evanston, lllinois, Northwestern University Press, 2003),Sol Pludaecalls the help he received from

Poles in the final mont hs of the war after his transfer for
continued to concentration camp Sachsenhausen. | was unable to walk, and so some Poles and Jewd@dhgéed me

|l arge airplane hangers [sic] used to house the prisoners.
from Auschwitz. A Polish administrator from Birkenau reco
registered me[anchy fri end Shmuli k] as s uWesShal N@& Eoeget'CMemarieseof tli@ar buny Vo
Holocaust,Second edition (Lexington, Massachusetts: Temple Isaiah, 1995), 386. Like a number of other Polish Jews

in Buchenwald, Leo Bach (Leon Silberbach) exafed his Jewish insignia (triangle) for one indicating he was a (non

Jewi sh) Pole which was provided by a Polish prisoner. When
a Jew, all of the other Polish prisoners affirmed that Bach was Polisheawds allowed to stay in the barrack. The
Polish inmates confronted the cul prit angrily, AAre you he

kept his mouth shut. See Leo BachComing of Age during the Holocaust,Internet:
<http://www.chenre.cornell.edu/cheme/people/profile/moreinfo/dik&bbach.cfm>, 299 (Chapter 6). Aleksander

Bi berstein, who authored an i mportant chronicle of the Kra
destined for Jewish inmatéesnt o t he Pgasz-w concentration camp, and vario
Poles inside that camfee Aleksander Bibersteid,a ggada t yd- - WwKmwa kK-rva:k oWy ccawni ct wo Lite
1985), 31, 95, 13436. Halina Nelken, a Jewish woman front Ka k - w, writes of the solidarity
prisoners in the Pgasz-w concentration camps, the assistan
inmates, to later transports of prisoners, including Jews. These anonymous benefactonsy well not have been

the Anorm, 0 wer e koohanpn (Hiyd atrhe nmgame Whifi e ©peehgpsdomeé not have
scraps of food or clothigtheir attitude had a great impact on the new arrivals in this bleak and infamous &ctory

deat h. Nel ken relates similar displays of solidarity she w
wartime memoirsAnd Yet, | Am HerelAmherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1999), 232, 248, 272. Sigmund
Gerson and Eddie Gastfrign young Jews i mprisoned in Auschwitz, speak

Maximilian Kolbe and all the Polish priests toward the Jews in the campP&eeia TreeceA Man for Others:

Maximilian Kolbe, Saint of Auschwitdew York: Harper & Row, 182; reissued by Our Sunday Visitor, Hutington,

Indiana), 138, 15%3. Ada Omieljanczuk, a Jewish woman, attributes her survival to Polish fellow prisoners of

Auschwitz who shared their food parcels with tere e Tadeusz Andrzejewski, AWi |l eEcy
pami nATcyig,00d ni k Wi(Vilreugs EebraayyzB89,y2005. Jerzy Radwanek, a member of the Polish

underground in Auschwitz, used his position as camp electrician to provide widespreadcssstallow Jewish
prisoners, and came to be known by them as the fAJewish wunc
APolandd in the web site of The Jewi sh Foundation for the
Cohen, fioThe Kol Ni dThe Cahadian|Jewisly NewSepemizgemt e1098,areentions a Polish

kapo in Auschwitz who agreed to Jewish inmates holding a service and guarded the entrance to the barracks to watch

out for the SS. Another Jewishianmt e of Auschwitz remembers with gratitude h
protect Jewish prisoners from being sent to the ovens. See the account of Anna (Chana) Kovitzka, posted at
<http://voices.iit.edu/frames.asp?path=Interviews/&page=kovit&eximt>. Yet another inmate praises her block

commander, Ludwik, who protected her during her illnessSSeea v t i Perel muter, fAJewish Resi st
t h e Ca nbehlimModzjitz Book,Internet: <http://www.jewishgen.org/Yizkor/Deblin.html>atslation of D.

Shtokfish, ed.,Sefer DeblirMo d j i t z-MddrRyd] lfTeli Amiv: Association of Former Residents of Demblin

Modzjitz, 1969), 501ffAssistance of Polish inmates at Auschwitz has been documented by Yad Vashem: See Gutman

and BenderThe Encglopedia of the Righteous Among the Natiord, 4 and 5:Poland,P a r t 1, 256 (Stani s/
Sierzputowska) ; Part 2, 638 (Jerzy Pozimski), 658 (Jerzy R
that Polish prisoners in Auschwitz who received fgadcels from home gave their camp portions away to Jews and
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ot her prisoners. See Noach Zabludowicz, AiMy Experiences in
the Uprising in Auschwemaial ook for thA Cavmunityadiechamow, nterretd .
<http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/Ciechanow/Ciechanow.ttmtranslation of Yiskerbukh fun der Tshekhanover

yidisher kehile(Tel Aviv: Former Residents of Ciechanow in Israel andhie Diaspora, 1962), 337, 382. Other

accounts mentiokind deeds by Polish kapos and block elders in various @éamsgaNiewyk, Fresh Woundsl5, 205,

210 (Auschwitz), 218 (Majdanek); Konrad Charm&tightmares: Memoirs of the Years of Horror under Nazi Rule in

Europe, 193D1945(Syracuse, New York: Syracumiversity Press, 2003), 10102 (Auschwitz). Another tribute to

Polish prisoners, among them doctors, in various concentration campsthaiedly Zofia Hauswit s e e  Wr o Es k i

and ZwolakowaP o | acy #i$9453il111129.399 n t he camp in Radogoszcz outside
the Jews, with the exception of particular individuals, was generally good. It should be pointed therthatere a

few dozen priests in the camp. Most of the Poles were from
woul dnét get any meal, had | eft us their bread and had hic
Archive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw), no. 301/1023. Even in the hostile and hardened environment of a
reformatory in Bronowice near Krak-w (AThey were the worst
identity of a Jewishboywwa di scl osed, that did not |l ead to his betrayal
who knew me from PrNdnik recognized me and told all the bc

me names and | did not know what to do. Thgidéist from our ward asked the boys not to tease me and gave them
candy and advised me to run away. But | was scared to run away and | stayed there. Two months later, my period of
punishment in the reformatory was over and | reported back to the Cerelf@r&\/Council again. | asked them to
assign me to a better institution, because | am an orphan.
of us very wel/l there. 0 See the testimony ofnsttdteer zy Andr z
(Warsaw), no. 301/1520. Two Jewish sisters from Mielec who volunteered for labour in Germany posing as Poles were
Afguickly recognized éwaskdrwsofiwlyi ¢cthewas Poérnyheazoy because
make matters worse,he el ement of Polish youth was very | ow, mostly
betray the two girls to the German administration. They s
Testimony of Sarah Blattbesgo oper , enmiovtyi e from the Bl oodi estSef&gzr a of My
zikaron lekehilat Mielec: Sipur hashmadat fiehila hayehudit(New York: Mielec Yizkor Book Committee, 1979),
translated as Remembering Mielec: The Destruction of the Jewish  Communitgternet:
<http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/mielec/Mielec.html>.

Assistance by Polish villagers in Eastern Galicia and in Volhynia was also plentiful. Jewish historians Tatiana
Berenstein and Adam Rutkowski list several examples of help extended by emtirgoramunities. In Kretowce near

Zbar a0, Tarnopol voivodship, fsever al dozen Jews were abl e
shielded them from the Nazis. o In Woron-wka neaed Ludwipol,
by bl ood ties: every villager was either a Kuriata or a To
the railway line leading to the extermination camp at BegO
notonlybr¢ ght them food and c¢clothing but also sent word to Jew
the heavily injured i mmediately; the rest were taken by th

Bar [ near Gr -\llagkrs slippleed agroupoof®S kews hiding in the neighbouring woods with food; they

came into the village at night for their provisions and thanks to this help were able to hold out until the area was

|l i berated by the Sovi etkowskifAssistanze tGtleeelewB ia PotandsI@B#5,27V, 4846d R u

Mi chag Czaj ka, Mar t a J a n-KeffeedssRea ,a cg ned zA pcozlaosn-iwa Zlangi g@&sdkya | nwer
t | H-Bl, Nz esp- § i3000Holochust.Sun2vorTekstimonies Catalogue: Jewish Historical Institute Archives,

Record Group 301, N®0013000( War saw: tydowski I nstyt eBadawtzys2002)y wilc zny | nsty
3,23334 (Kretowce). Several Jews were sheltered by Polish vi
betrayed t hem. SefieJ aRaweid sKnfgpuypaeduirtaatjodowal Rel acj e ASprawi
ASprawiedliwycho z wojew(8z¢twacizm:chbdai pikKeomo Bg ki éSgcoi ghari ad c
Zbrodni przeciwko Narodowi P o | 181k3. @enof the @stukbd Jewsgpraiske Sz c zeci ni
finoble attitude of the entire population, without exceptio

helped more than twenty people hiding in nearby forests to survive. See GerszorZTaffptg ada tyd-w U- gki ews
(G-d¥: €gydobwakmaKomisja Historyczn a Rightedus Bmiong Natbrg4dBart os z e ws
ChodorskaGodni synowie naszej Ojczyziart Two,115 16. In the Polish village of Czukiew near Sambor, a farmer

hid 18 Jews, who were not betrayed althougistof the village knew about them. See Ddamgyclopedia of Camps

and Ghettos, 1933945 vol. 2, Part A, 825, based on the testimony of Meyer Lamet, dated July 15, 1945, Archive of

the Jewish Historical Museum (Warsaw), no. 301/49€iost every Polisf ami | 'y in the hamlet of Za
Ludwipol, in Volhynia, sheltered or helped Jews. None of the Jews were betrayed. See Ch&Gimekaynowie

naszej OjczyznyRart Two, 777 8 . Jews hiding in the forests tagpol,t he vicini
Volhynia, received extensive assistance from Polish villagers and partisans. See the account of Seweryn
Dobroszkl anka, Archive of the Jewish HistoricRdacyl nstitute
t ydziil945334025.Anumberof Jews | ived openly in the Polish colony ¢

forests nearby and were fed by the villagers. See Suzanne Gindlnikg; A Memoir of Leon Ginsbur{San
Francisco: Avenger Books, 2012), 199, 12023, 12937, 14154. (Ths book refers to the Polish colony as
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APodswi entned and menti ons Pslishvilageslin the eitinigyf ofl Korzec,avoiyhia, e s by nal
helped Jews hiding in the forests. 3¢¢ uma Anapol sky, i We s ur voiUkrailanstahdanks t o t |
P o | e 8qgri$zabarko, edHolocaust in the UkrainéLondon and Portland, Oregon: Vallentine Mitchell, 2005}, 10

11.After |l eaving the home of a Ukrainain Baptist family in
and their nephew Mordechai Tennenbaum, al | from Mindzyr zec
stayed in their midst forawhkil, and when they decided to abandon the villag
joined them.d See Mordechai Tennenbaum, AThe Life History

Zinman ed., Memorial for Greater Mezirich: In Constructio and Destruction(Haifa n.p, 1999), Internet:
<http://jewishgen.orglyizkor/Mezhirichi/Mezirich.htmI>A report aboutthe village of Stara Huta near Szumsk, in

Vol hynia, states: AThe people of a smaldwstBsidyansihideini | | age na
their homes. The Ukrainians found out about the Jewish presence in the village. They informed the Germans right

away. The Poles had managed to help the Jews run into the fields, but they were all caught and killed during their

escag. 0 See Ruth Sztejnman Hal peri n, 8Zlurhsk Mémosat Bodk afghe of Sh u m:
Martyrs of Szumsknternet: <http://www.jewishgen.orgl/yizkor/szumsk/szumsk.html>, translatioBhofmsk: Sefer

zikaron lekedoshei Shumg{del Aviv: Former Residents of Szumsk in Israel, 1968), 29ff. Dawid Sasower recalls:

finear Zaturne [near Guck], there was a Polish village in w
the fields and at night the Poles gave them rifles so thatcthdg protect themselves from the banderovtsy [Ukrainian
nationalist Rpaat iDsidrks ni ®&nde a@Sud akdeartray gKerydsy,j eedsGe,t O ir konc

kalini® atsiminimai; Wit h a Needl e hetos ahdhCencditeamm GampsMe moi r s
(Vilnius: Garnelis and Genocide and Resistance Research Centre of Lithuania, 2003), R&garding conditions in

Kozowa, a predominantly Polish town near BrzeUasoy, Broni a
well loved and respected by all because she always helped the poorest of the poor, that while she was walking around
freely, Il iving among the ruins nobody gave her away. é Th
ti mes. o See hi enr fiaVéocroeunn t o f Val or : Partisans and I
www.interlog.com/~mighty/personal/bronia.htm, originally published in dbernal of the Center for Holocaust

Studiesyol. 6, no. 4 (spring 1990). Samuel Eisen, a teenager who survived in thenf@estr TJust e, recall ed:

no money, but in the village nearby lived a lot of Poles who knew us and were good to us. They were afraid to hide us
but they gave usMdroioadEsk aSHee CaHloss rhghess&0§. Maria Fischer Zahn, whhid

near Zbor-w, stated: AEverybody in the neighborhood knew w
in Jezierna were good people. They didndt give us away. Th
t hem. 0 SWeShaVNogFerbet!280, and also 276. Shlomo Berger, who passed as a Pole in a small town near
Czortk-w, wor king f or sTha ddeiursezc tDouwc hoofwsak i c o mphaen yPolriecal | ed:

with one of the Polish workers. | learned from him that the man who was in charge of the office was the son of a judge
who was a Jew who had converted to Catholicism. The son was probabtyaaia Christian, but by German criteria

he was still Jewi sh. The people at the office knew who he
Constructing a Collective Memory of th&NwbtdhiersiyBress: A Lif e
of Col orado, 1995) , 55. A number of Jews were sheltered |

Abraham MorgensterrChortkov Remembered: The Annihilation of a Jewish Comm(iitsnont, New Jersey: n.p.,
1990), 8384, 98. Markud.ecker, who joined up with a large group of Jews living in a forest bunker in the vicinity of

Borszcz- - w, describes their relations with a Polish settl em
six houses with six Polish families livingh er e. é These 6 Polish families were the
who |lived in the bunker. We used to go to the Polish col ol
But | must say these Polish colonists did supply us with samed ¢é even i f we didnot have wh

return €é0 See | RemenbersOdyssey &f @ dJewish Teenager in Eastern E(képetreal: The

Concordia University Chair in Canadian Jewish Studies, and The Montreal Institute for Genocide andRights

Studies, 1999), 56. Hundred§ Jews were helped by Polish villagerm Bi gka Szl achecka, about 20
Lw- w, and in Hanacz-w and $wi rTeeremarkaldeustorpf4h® hekpiextendadtb r es eas't
mor e than 200 idcaesesbedimloshua b.Zimmermdhe Polish Underground arttie Jews, 1939

1945 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2018)4i 17. See also HeraP ol acy r at 4jBNcy Bi gtk aw,
Szlachecka)] e r zy  WWdwowskiej Armii, Krajowe{Warsaw: Pax, 1989), 778; Eliyahu YonesSmoke in the

Sand: The Jews of v in the War Years 1989944 (Jerusalem and New York: Gefen, 2004), iZ228: Chodorska,

Godni synowie naszej OjczyziBart Two, 204207; Gutman and Bendefhe Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among

the Nationsyol. 5: Poland,Part 2, 88687; Testimony of Emund Adler, Archive of Jewish Historical Institute and

Yad VashenmArchives, file 0.62/143Testimony of Feiga Pfeffer, Archive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw),

no. 301/1356 Furthernorth, in Polesia, Kopel Kolpanitzky describes the helpfdnesthe residents of Zahorie

[ Zahorze], a small village of Polish Catholics three kil ol
ground. See Kolpanitzkysentenced To Life: The Story of a Survivor of the Lahwah Gtigitmlon and Portland,

Oregon: Vallentine Mitchell, 2007), 896. Michael Zipper and his cousins, Maria Goldhirsh and her daughter Ruzia

(later Rose Slutzky), and Fella Sieler were among the thirteen Jews, including five children, hidden in a forest bunker

near the predominantlPolish village of Zabojki near Tarnopol, for a period of eight months. According to Rose

Slut zky, AfiThe whole village kkeepy siaraedecsome ,f aondl whtem ud
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people who gave us a bit of food, when they themselvessr e hungry. 0 See Testi mony of Rose
ed., Voices of Winnipeg Holocaust Survivaqiinnipeg: Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada, 2010), 364;
Testiomony ofRose SlutskyShoah Foundation Institute for Visual History and Educgtioniversity of Southern

California, Interview code 23960A group of28 Jews took refuge in the forests ne
Podolska, on the River Zbrucz, in Tarnopol voivodship. They turned for food and other supplies to a Polish colony
known as Mazury: iThere was a smafldr evsitl,|l agal laetd tMaez uerdyge éc

remember the late June of 1943, when my two cousins and I, along with a handful of other young men and women,
escaped to the forest during a wéekg rainy weather spell. We were cold, wet and starving for days. Our fiil§ me a | 6
in the forest, was a slice of cold corn pudding we all shared, that my cousin, Nechamia Stock of blessed memory,
brought from the Mazury colony after sneaking out of the forest and knocking at the door of a Polish colonist, a total
stranger. Latethat summer, my cousin Malcia Rothststein (nee Stock) made a deal with a woman colonist to kn
sweaters with wool provided by her in exchange for bottles of milk, a rare luxury at the time. In the fall of 1943, after
German troops raided our section lod forest, killing scores of Jews, we decided to build underground bunkers for the
winter. The Mazury colonists were those who lent us the necessary constructiéns@ets picks, shovels and
hammerd no questions asked. Those tools eventually made ouivaupossible! Regretfully, the names of those
individual Polish colonists lie buried in the graves of the survivors who dealt with them at the time, but their deeds are
still r e me mb er e d MawiMermmelstgim @eidenfeld] and donySHaesneds. Skala on the River
Zbrucz: A History of the Former Skala Jewish Commuftyited States: Skala Research Group and Skala Benevolent
Society, 2009), 3908, also 18890.0f Ostra Mogi ga near Skagat Jewi sh survivorl
were friendly to the Jews and pr ovi-rdne dewst soreived invOstrdn what ever
Mo g i One ofdhe Jews stated that of the ten houses on thewstrert his rescuers, the Firuta family lived, almost
everyone had sheltered Jews and that the entire street merited recognition. See Abraham Wisssbarfla Shtetl,

Internet: <http://www.jewishgen.org/Yizkor/Skalatl/Skalat.html>, translatiofe®fsharbt a shtetl: Megiles Skalat
(Munich: Central Historical Commission of the Central Committee of Liberated Jews in the U.S. Zone of Germany,
1948), 65; Firuta Family, The Righteous Database, Yad Vashem, Internet:
<http://db.yadvashem.org/righteous/familyrii?language=en&itemld=4288027>0Other examples of communal
assistance by Poles are recorded in the following publicat®basr t 0 s z e ws ki Temjest zlojezyznyrmojej,n a ,

2¥%ed . , 1027 (Wgadysgaw- wkaad ZwaaowaPDW caj oz 219304945,2 W/1B3 0 EXKloin i Es k
near Sarny), 265 (PaG®Gska Dolina near Dubno), 266 (Swinar z)
PrzemySI was aware Rf5 & ihewihseh vhicdenduty) ,0f32Ber e¥*Tne near Ko
Lud wi pol ), 361 and 389 (Ob-rki), 386 ( W- I k aHolscaustpovs ka near
banderowsku: Czy( Wryodczg a w:y INorw o, A?1 995) ,neaBBusk(l&dHutgbun - w) , 1<
Brodzka); Broni s gawi ASamg r e e tl Sedmier Hdelig g\a dba ga w) no. 1 (14),

(Adamynear Busk Asher Tarmon, edMemorial Book: The Jewish Communities of Manyevitz, Horodok, Lishnivka,

Troyanuvka, Povursk, and Kolki (Wolyn Regidifel-Aviv: Organization of Survigrs of Manyevitz, Horodok,

Lishnivka, Troyanuvka, Povursk, Kolki and Surroundings Living in Israel and Overseag, 30040, 67 68, 74, 85

(Koni GBsk near SRBokimg(Yolin) veha-selivato Befer, edut \dikaron(Tel Aviv: Former Resides

of Rokitno in Israel, 1967), translated RokithnoWolyn and Surroundings: Memorial Book and Testimdmtgrnet:
<http://lwww.jewishgen.orglyizkor/rokitnoye/Rokitnoye.htmi>, 293ff. (BlizBofi| must say that these pe:
us fairly well. Inthear ea of Bl i zhov there were no attacks or denunci at
Kisorycze), 327ff. (Netreba), 334ff. (Netreba, Borowskie Budki, and O&dpy n t he vi Il |l age of Netrebe
Jews from Rokitno and the area found grelThey were helped by the villagers who not only did not harm them but

also hid them near the village during the day. At night they took them to their homes. Many Jews survived there until

the liberation by the Red Army. In the Polish village of Budkhealews survived ... In the same area, in the Polish

vill age of Okopi [ sic], some tens of Jews were saved than
Ludwik Wrodarczyk] and the village teacher. The priest used to give sermons to hiefsli@hing them not to be
involved in the extermination of Jews. He asked them to h

compassion for the unfortunate Jews. Their suffering touched her heart and she helped in any way possible. She was

killed by a Ukrainian gang on the way from the village of Rokitno where she was helping a Jewish family. The priest

was burned alive in his church.o), 342ff. (Netreba), 351 (
few Jewish familieswdri ng i n the houses &ngdkinpBggdsakif phekwyl $ggeresdh
125 (dter escaping from the ghetto in Rokitno, Rachela Sznuler moved from village to village surviving by sewing for

farmers);) Ye huda Bavuer, fi Sra then Molocaustd A Gasek $tudyn @f Two Townships in Wolyn

(Vol hyni a)Thedshtétla 7 Xa{ ©kopy, Budki Borowski e, D oJgwish (E, and Ne
Resistance in Naxdccupied Poland (with a historical survey of the Jew as fighter afdiesan the Diaspora)
(London: Paul Elek, 1974),4563 ( Dzwoni c a, Huta Pieniacka, Huta Werchobusk
al., eds.Memorial Book of Tlumacz: The Life and Destruction déaish CommunitgTel Aviv: Tlumacz Societies in

Israeland the U.S. A., 1976) , column c¢cl xxiv (Horyhlady or Hory
Alicia ApplemanJurman,Alicia: My Story (New York: Bantam, 1988), 149, 157 (Horyhlady or Horyglady near

Tgumacz, and Woj ci ektuha BadermKataGuaTomoBaws Rexer Zan(@®lew York: Fordham

University Press, 2000), 989 ( Mat us z - wk & | idda re t B uHamanid: Jews iRelate, How Poles
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Saved Them from the Holocaétarsaw: Polska Agencja Informacyjna, 2001),i08 (OF wi nogr - d near Buczac
YehudaBauer , AfBuczacz and Kr zemi eni eHo:l oTchyad ¥3shadrSyudiemf. Two Towns
33 (2005), 298 (Nowosi-gka Koropi ec Rle Cieszamow MBroociat Bookz ) ; Davi d
(Mahwah, New Jersey: Jacob Solomon Berger, 2006);9290 ( Woj ci e c h - wlOeal His®rg interBewc z ac z ) ;

with Pepa (Sternberg) Gol&ean College of New Jersey Holocaust Resource Cevitech 26, 1987 (an unnamed

village near BuczaczDenise Nevo and Mira Beeg, eds.We Remember: Testimonies of Twdaty Members of

Kibbutz Megiddo who Survived the Holoca(isew York: Shengold, 1994), 209 (Huta Sopaczewst@ar Sarny), 257

(Pol i sh villages near the village of Berezogupy near RoO
that five kilometers from there, here was another Poli
asked the farmers abouitim. They tol d me where to go, and | found hi
They too had spent the winter in the forest, and at nig
I was accepted by dheralsolgat e job withbangtheréPoligh fakher, aboubfour kilometers from

the village where | was . é | stayed with that farmer for
1944.0) ; Yi t z@ua KownGStapaninternete http;//wwv.jewishgen.orglyizkor/stepan/Stepan.html>,

translation ofAyaratenu StepafiTel Aviv: Stepan Society, 1977), 213ff. (Karaczun near Kostopol, where both the

Polish underground and Polish villagers were extremely helpful to Jews who hid in the fore¢t)H287 a St epa Es k a) ;
Stani sgaw Stiwlkii ewSkid mals é: Wspomadesngandeohakkwewnkury dp ami
Uydowskiej o nagrodn iMmP@mE8ak :DavardaNdeMi aGutra oo Esk, Mi e]

ysz
s h
m ir
ht

PgoE&sku, an dMiTgoowBanri zky-sw wdi e mi PgoEskiej, 2001) , 121 (Kar a
AUrodzona w ZSRS, 0 Pol i s: Mi asto Pans
<http://lwww.polis2008.pl/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=601&joscclean=1&comment_id=843>

(Karaczun near Kospol); Sonya TesleGy r ap h, AMemories from the RNoachiv Period, o
Memorial Book( T e | Avi v: Horchiv Committee in |srael, 1966) , 63
Fresh Wounds164 (Hucisko Oleskie or Huta Olejska nedr ® s k o : Ailt is a Polish village ¢

very kind. We were there. We slept in barns. We slept here a day, here a day, here a IdmhahTrunk, Jewish

Responses to Nazi Persecution: Collective and Individual Behavior in Extfiewe York: Stein and Day, 1979

2505 2 (Kurdyba® War kowi cki, Bortnica, Pa@Eska Dol i na, teni
Tennenbaum in Israel Zinman, edemorial for Greater Mezirich: In Construction and DestructigHaifa:

Organization of Mezitsh Association, 1999), Internet: <www.jewishgen.orgl/yizkor/mezhirichi/> (a Polish village in

the vicinity of Mi i d z yDaziet Kac, K@ m ¢ e rRt- wao g\&arsgwo Ty 198N 488 ;
(PrzebraUe and Huta SteparEGsxuak, i mStvrodthy nliadno SdiepwanGaaikecj i
woj ny Swi aifl 8w &r) Polgkd Wk@ifa: Trudne pytaniay o | . 6 (War saw: $wiatowy Zwi N
Ar mi i Krajowej, Zwi Nz ek Ukrai GBGc-w w Pol s cedakie, batmmbar Kar t a, 20
Lw:)w fiLetter o f Kh@bn &hngahe (Mew rYorle NewoYork: Emergency Relief Committee for

Gliniany and Vicinity, 1946), translated asThe Tragic End of Our Gliniany, Internet:
<http://lwww.jewishgen.orglyizkor/glinyanyl/Glinyahy. ht ml > (AThe few Jews of Gliniany w

hiding in the woods near Zeniow [teni - - w]. Thd kPwlsiks h peas
Polacy i tydzi podil945809 fleeftediecna Polish setiekt RearlAlgandria in Volhynia

where all the villagers knew about and assisted the sisters Cypa and Rywa Szparberg and théitefaitte)itman,

One the Fields of Loneline§sNew Yor k and Jerusal em: Yad Vashejpctand The Ho
2006) , 139ff. (the Polish wvillage of H u assistakce was each  Br ze Uan
more frequent than is often assumed, as illustrated by the following examples. In October 1942, after the liquidation of

the ghetbtum: -iwp Zded Ger mans and Ukrainian militiamen combed
Al Fritz] Germ would point to a certain house, al ways one

through the door or a window, emerging with a ifgrand the Jews whom they had hidden. The fate was the same for

the rescuers as it was for the Jews. This oclheumogeed at four

of Rovno: The Stirring Story of Fritz Graebe, a German Christian Whe®illks Life to Lead Hundreds of Jews to
Safety During the HolocaugNew York: Dodd, Mead & Company, 1985), 84. Irene Gut Opdyke, a Polish rescuer

recalThede fivas a priest in Jan-:-wka [ né&anany dfthe Polispgngle] . He knew
knew about it € Many pe o pdlnet rightrt® thegfbrdst, butotm te edglraim thet her t hi nc
village. The priest could not say directly o6help the Jews,
blood of your brother6 é During the next couple of weeks there were p
Jewf ree town, and if any one should help an escaped Jew, t hi
eds.,The Courage to Care: RescuersJeiws During the HolocaugiNew York: New York University Press, 1986),

474 8 . The warning soon became a terrifying reality when th

bewildered crowd. SS men abruptly pushed me into the middle of theesqusir as they had the others, with a

command not to leave. A scaffold had been erected in the center of the square, and what appeared to be two separate

families were slowly escorted through the crowd to the block. A Polish couple, holding two snuérchivere

brought up first, followed by a Jewish couple with one child, all three wearing the yellow Star of David. Both groups

were |lined up in front of dangling nooses. They were goin
something?What oul d be done? Final | y¢ tha Folsh familybhadbeemeaaght havtmning announc
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Notwithstandingan abundance ofvidenceregarding conditions in the countrysjdemany Holocaust
historians are unable to shed theiretinat i onal i st bi a snetheirciamewoikeppitey havenodt

adamant denials blyistorians such as Shmuel Krakow$Kijt is an undeniable fact thaewish partisans

the Jewish family! Thus we were forced to witness the pun
Opdyke with Jeffrey M. ElliotInto the Flanes: The Life Story of a Righteous Ger{8an Bernardino, California: The

Borgo Press, 1992), 139. Public executions of Poles who had helped Jews became commonplace in an effort to instil

fear into the pop uMasayrsiobQnarity,Saet ©neZEatiy Na2 ¢Skryj).whbokititwentysigents of

Berecz, in Volhynia, were killed during a pacification of that Polish settlement by Ukrainian police in November 1942

for assisting Jews who had escapedWgfardoym | talwe Sgrentatsa kon aPkd
Siemaszko,Ludob - § sk wmane przez nacjonalist-w wukr aiilE45ki ch na |
(Warsaw: von borowiecky, 2000yol. 1, 363. InHut a Wer chobuska or Werchobudzka (ne
Pieniacka (near Brody), the Polish villagers were simply annihiktedtheir homes and farmsteads burned down in

German pacifications (the primary perpetrators were the SS Galizien forces) brought on in part-iaridimg
assistance provided Martyrsloé @hsrity,P8teOme, 755, NavizWeigleri Kwp Pol i sh

Villages Razed for ¥adtWasham Buleptimél & |(April 1967): 1D20y Ainsziein,Jewish

Resistance in Nafdccupied Eastern Europe450i53; Na Rulf iwe Oy §aw) , noill (Hota ( 1994) :
Werchodudzka)Na R u mo. d20(§995): 720 (Huta Pieniacka)Na R u o. &4) 2001): 1829. Feiwel
Auerbach, a Jew from Sas:- w, made the following deposition

forest. We hid in Huta Werchobuska and Huta Pieniacka. The Hohslbitants of those villages helped us. The
peasants were very poor and were themselves hungry but they shared with us their last bits of food. We stayed there
from July 1943 until March 1944. Thanks to them we are alive. When there were manhuntfadeeredve warned

us. Once 500 Germans encircled the forest, but since they were afraid to enter deep into the forest they set their dogs on
us. We were saved because our Polish friends warned us of the impending danger. Because of a denunciation [by the
Ukrainian police] all of the villagers of Huta Pieniacka and Huta Werchobuska were killed. Some of them were burned

alive in a barn. The village was burned to the ground. o AU
Historical Institute (Wesaw), no. 301/1200.

A Jewish woman from Butrimonys (ButrymaEEce) recalled the
interwar Lithuanian territories: AfParankova [Parankowa] be
where nobody would hand youove t 0 t he murderer s; 6to me Parankova is tr
Rivka Lozansky Bogomolnay&Yartime Experiences in Lithuanfaondon and Portland, Oregon: Vallentine Mitchell,

2000), 75. See aldof | Forget Theé: @tliBatrimarzs Testimany by Riva Lazdnsky ane OtHerh t

WitnessegWashington, DC: Remembrance Books, 1998), passim; and the testimony of Sarah Epstein (Sara Epshteyn)

in Joshua Rubenstein and llya Altmarhe Unkown Black Book: The Holocaust in the Gen®aoupied Soviet

Territories (Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, in association with the United States Holocaust

Memor i al Museum, 2008), 297 (villages near Stakligkas or S

yad Vashem historian Sh tharénk arrded dekishwsitk rior the individeah Jéves hidirfgN e i

or fighting in the forests had anything in coUmegeah with suc
Victims,125. See also KrakowskThe War of the Doomedb. Shmuel Krakowski, fanerly a political officer in the

Polish Army and Communist historian known as Stefan Krakowski, continued to maintain the same position in the year

2003: ithose Jewi sh escapees hiding in the tinglewsas s é | can
bandits. o See Shmuel Krakowski , AThe Attitude of the Polis
Wor |l d War , 0 iContegad riviereoriesi@3n While certainly not all Jews hiding in forests could be

considered ordinary bdits, from the point of view of the peasants they robbed, they posed the same danger as robbers.

Ben Shedletzky, a not wuntypical fugitive who took cover ir
and rebuilding a discarded rifle and steginbul | et s to force scared Polish farm wi:
Ros e, fiDi scarded r i fl eTh&kGapatianfewisti Newsugast 24,1895. Dwringithe garthea r , 0

Bund was well aware of t he f @ otbanditdy &t sunvivevin Itheé forestssnSke 0 o f Jev
Chodakiewicz, Tajne oblicze GIAL i PPRyv o | . 2, 2 4. Shmuel Krakowski s | ack of 0
noted by several historians. His claim that the Polish underground press ignored thehfatéewfst and relegated them

to the margins of its pages was proven inaccurate by Danie
entire Polish underground press was tainted with@mimi t i ¢ arguments. 0 See &k&dli el Bl at ms
Short in Its Relations with the Jeis9:482 )R @l KosmalaB@dagdredest i ne
Feliks Tych, eds.Facing the Nazi Genocide: Nalews and Jews in EurogBerlin: Metropol, 2004), 10716. John

Sack notes that ShmuelrKa k o ws k i di smi ssed, fias a Jewi sh fantasy, 0O t h

commandant of postwar Communist prison camps in Poland, killed prisoners out of reverigdwrS&ackAn Eye for
an Eye(New York: Basic Books/HarperCollins, 199210. Notvithstanding these obvious shortcomings, Shmuel
Krakowski continues to be cited an an eminent and unbiased authority orrJeolish relations.
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andmanyJews hiding in the forests did engage in banditry and other misdeeds which, from the perspective
of the peasants, we indistinguishable from other forms of violent crime that plagued the countryside.
Such activiles werenot, of course, the exclusive or even main domaitheflews. Common banditry by
individuals andvariousgroupsof diverse nationalitiesometimes gartisans but often jushasquerading as
partisangusually aHome Army or National Armed Forcesembers)abounded and constituted a serious
problem for theimpoverishedcivilian population:’® The Communist undergroudidboth Soviet and
natived was notoriougor theirrobberiesn the countryside. fie association of Jews with these formations,
who wereunderstandablyot welcomed by the population, only complicated matters for Jewish refugees
hiding in the forests.

As Jewishsurvivorsrecall, Sovietmaraudes andpartisans preyed on botlewish fugitives andPolish

villagers

é a group of comrades, who had | ¢hepartisamsenthghet t o [in Zan
forests, came back home. This matter was kept in extreme secrecy, so that, Gothforieg/s not

pass to the Germans by way of an informer. One of thepgwas Yitzhak PrawdaThe group went

out of the ghetto weltlressed, shod, and provisioned with a sum of money. In the fields, they

110

Exampl es of banditry by Soviet and Jewish partisans in
ex |l i er. Ordinary bandits were also known to pOksrefgas Sovi e
Wi | e Es ki Zwi Nzku Wal ki Z b r 6394b6158. Aditionaliexamdplea ¢f dewish banditryl at ac h 1 ¢
can be found in Chodakiewicklarodove Si ¢y 7986, 821 n.208; ,Chodakiewicz,y d z i i Pl®35acy 1918

262 65, 327 31. Partisans sometimes posed as partisans from other formations, and forest bands as partisans. In the
Szczuczyn region, a group of Poles posed as Soviet partisandhvalyetook supplies from villagerSee the account

of Zbigniew Ko¥li Gki, fi Mo jEarop&rreprowinojonalre]G4 56 ZTineee ,are manyy  Jasi ewi ¢
Jewish accounts describing the activities of Belorussians. A young Jewish girl who maniegee tbe Baranowicze

ghetto and, with the assistance of Poles, joined up with an armed group of Jews (led by Moshe Zalmanowicz) in the
vicinityZaguBei gsome 50 miles from Baranowicze), describes
AZlbirnce. 0 $émpsed8Ehrouble Holocaust and Liberati®T, 99. However, another Jewish witness refers

to AZhor ki n tbasgdopartssan urdt of Same R5enten which included at least one Jew, Erszek Mendelbojm;

that unit was later transformédnt o a | arge detachment called #fACaptain Cho
Szczupak, Archive of the Jewish Historical I nstitute (Wars
the vicinity of Lipiczany forest already in January 194%h o fAwer e terrorizing the | ocal pe
any contact with the [ Soviet] Partisans. € because of the
villages or farm settlements t o aadniostoahal dno mangRaitiscams. ¢é They
and their contacts |l ost their l'ives after being discovere
Jewi sh Parti s dhnesNamiorsied . ZiMassman,ewi sh sour cesamaashbomasi on t he fis
Bel orussi-denf e mae M)s,elvihi ch is often confused with the | ocal

the Germans to form to fend off partisan intrusions. The Free Corps of Belorussiddefgelfe Yolny Korpus
Belaruskai Sammakhovy, also known as the Belorussian Se#fence BelaruskaiaSamaakhova was a volunteer
force established in June 1942 for the purpose of fighting partisans. SeeTReikjngs and the Pawn295. One
Jewish source refers to attacks on a Jewishilfacamp in January and July 1943, by groups of as many as 80

AfSamokhovtses, 0 me mbdefse nocfe 0B eg rooruupsss i farno nii seeyitfe @ and | wacewi
nationalist Zmitruchenko. The first of these raids was to secure the release & thBel or ussi an #fAcol |l ab«
captured and executed by Jewish partisans. See AlgetDestruction of Slonim Jewr§55 57. A memorial book

speaks of fa néétoodl Sgyamathowbpwoorgani sed themselves into

fight par t i sdamtke Balorussiad wllage of Korsunki near Jody, against whom a Jewish unit launched an
attack. See Machnes and Klindvarkness and Desolatio81i 82. Attacks on Belorussian s@léfence groups by

Jewish partisans (this one iretearly part of 1943) are noted in other Jewish soufcéd§e wer e at a stren
men in the attack on the village of Khat zi vka, whi ch h
the partisans as an auxiliary arifsjc) to the GermansNe attacked from all sides, and our enemies fell by the sword,

and afterwards we took what remained of their guns and ammunition. In the end, we put the village to the torch, and
leftitinruinsd0 See Mdelva Memerial Book73.
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encountered remnants of the Russian army, mosthaibilans. The Russians and Ukrainians bat
them, took away their money, stripped them naked, and barefoot, and drove them away in shame,
back to the Germarts!

Wanka [Vanka Smirnov] described for us the grgofpSoviet partisans]some were real robbers

and killers. The two worst bandits wer e iGri shkabo,

fiNi chol ai o. Those two robbed, raped and killed al

followed. Although some of these men were Killers, others were notcbadidering the
circumstances. €é Wanka thought that it would
forest because some of the men from this group were real killers. When farmers would not open
doors for them, refuse to give them food or inicthe Germans of their whereabouts, they would
kill whole families and set fire to the farm.
They [i.e., some of the Soviet partisans] told us what happened after we left the group in
Hodiszewer [Hodyszewo] forest, that same night was a lot of aign&ind killings. Nicholai the
kolhaznik [kolkhoz labourer] saw how Grishka took from Haika her jewelry, a necklace, watch and
wedding ring and then shot her and others. They then went to a polish [sic] farmer and killed the
whole family. The killers weregain Grishka and Nicolai the bandit and after the killings the group
went to a forest near Dominowo. Polish people followed their footsteps and informed the Germans
of their whereabouts. The Germans surrounded the forest and killed were the worst tzandfis f
group, Grishka with his machine gun, Nicholai the bandit, Nichodem and more, the rest ran away in

different directiong!?

wh

ar (

be best

A teenaged Jewish boy from the Warsaw ghetto who joined up with some Soviet partisans after escaping

from a train headed fdT'reblinka recalled:

One night we came upon a group of Jewish women hidinghara. The Russians ordered the
Polish peasant to lay out plenty of hatashed potatoes, melted lard, sausages and vodka. The
Jewish womencgrouching with cold and fear, wenevited to share in the feast. Thesere about

eight of them who had escaped from nearby stoath ghettos; some came from BrariskB r a, s k ]
others from Bielsk Podlaski. A fewore their best fur coats. They were silent and distrustful, but
theysoon warmed up after glasses of vodka which the Soviets insistedaivaywith them.

iLet s have some fun, GtotheGe rsmalndki.eor s repeated.
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Yitzhak Golanb e ¢ k , ABl ood, Fire, a n-Tov l@vinsky, mad.;Bhe Dambra®ivierkogal 0 i n

Book: In Memory of a Martyred Community That Was Extermin@#ahwah, New Jersey: Jacob Solomon Berger,
2010), 72, Internetfttp://mwww.museumoffamilyhistory.comizfb-01.htne.
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vicinity of BraEGsk are not favour abl e: AAround Bransk,
The white russian farmers completed the german [sic] drelen more thoroughly than the polish farmers. When jews

[ sic] came begging for a piece of bread, they would ti
129.

russian villages were so unfri end]IlAymydvasinbtipldased with&he

behaviour of the Soviet partisans and came to the protection of the farmers. i8@., 91
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Later, everyone buried himself in the fluffy hay in the large barn.

Food and drink filled my body and | fell asleep.

But during the night | half woke. | thought that | heard framtlispers, accelerated breathing
coming from seeral directions, deemoans and laughter. | even thought that | heard some Jewish
voicespr aying and invoking Godds mercy. But | was not sur ¢
Next morning one of the women approached me. She hadstladpws under her eyes.

fiNu, 0 s he s a iicdJewighbdy doing with abuncthafimald youared e wi s h, no?o0

i Wh at do you mean, 6 a ni malltrisddc?take dn the recalditrarnce ol . AiListen, [
a Gentile boy addressing a secamaksscitizerd i bet t er watch whaaremyou are saying;
friends. o

AFriewchblere] Ahol era] shoul d sYirddkies ht.h efnY cdu sahred sywoure firni e
takie s o now wh atwhse ng ohnanlaf htahpepseen women get pregnant when
Goteniu,Gotenid [ Dear God, my God!] Ha. o

She shook her head, her sad eyes looking at me with tagiempté | walkedaway quickly.

The Soviets left soon after that, first entering the forest in theitomarytiralliere: each man
walking several feet apart. Some tiours later, Petyand Alex, a pudgy partisan, stopped in the
deep snowo relieve themselves. As Alex pulled his trousers down, he revealddobigstained

long underwear.

iLook, brother, got Il ai d wi Jewish womérg 3oe sfa bitchBome great fu
Yougot | aid all r i gfihistraderthrgs.asked, showing

fiDa, got fucked al/l right, o smiled Petya.

AfLook at me, 0 gloated Al ex, ftheanoTwo argins.aArdali t c h'! I got t
doubl eheader. Yippeel!d

I looked away. | felt guilf and ashamed yet stirred with excitemand desiré™®

When the Soviet partisans learned that the teenaged boy was a Jew, they ejected him from their group.
Gangs of common criminals and oulaws also victimized the population indiscriminately. Michael

(Mordechai orMo r d k a) Gol df ar b, who escaped from Sobib-r, j

vi ci nity aodbegafjtordbamtrathem in the vicinity. The garas led by Misha Piontekkely
a Russiaror Ukrainian given his Russiasoundingfirst name, butdescribedby Goldfarbas a PoleThe

gang eventually turned on its Jewish mempldting seven oftheene s capees from Sobib-r in

Our group consisted of fourteen people, ten of whom wer
Georgians who had escaped from the prison in Radom. After wandering in the forest we reached the
village of Hola We thought in this area there should be partisans and, indeed, after a short time we
met a group of sixteen armed men under the leadershipPole, Miszka PiatelspelledP i Nin e k
Polish andgoronounced Pionték M.P].
They took wus into their group and we remained together

feel comfortable as they were common thieves and we sought a way to be ednofth € One ni ght

113 Joseph S. Kutrzeb@he Contract: A Life for a LiféNew York: iUniverse, 2009), 745.
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Miszka told us that we had to procure food and vodka. Five of us went out on the mission: three men

from Sobibo® Yehuda[Leon] Lerner, Borig[Tarabinski] and B one Georgian and one of the men

from the local group. We reached the villagekob | acze [ Koacze] and there we confi
and | iquor. € We returned to the forest, and at the fi.
were surprised, especially when we saw that the second guard position was empty as well. We

reached theamp. The fire was still burning and the people looked as if they were sleeping. We drew

closer and saw that everyone had been killed. Six Jews and three Georgians were killed. Another Jew,

Mendel the tailor, was wounded and asked that we kill him. Waway from the place quickly. We

were afraid that Miszka was nearby and would shoot us. The local fellow who was with us

disappeared immediately, and the Georgian also left us. We remained three wahd#rersillage

of Kamien [ Kami e ], a farmer told us that nearby there
were the people from the Jewish partisan unit of Yechiel Grynszpan. We fought there until the arrival

of the Soviet army*

14 yvitzhak Arad,Belzec, Sobibor, Treblinkafhe Operation of the Reinhard Death CanfBtoomington: Indiana

University Press, 1987), 3147. After the revolt in the Sobib-gtaedeath camg
search and pursuit action utilizing substantial forces numbering almost h@d0as well as air force patrols, to
capture the several hundred Jewish prisoners who managed to escape. The village heads were ordered to inform the

residents that anyone helping the Jews would be killed.i d . , 337, 342; Muzeum Bygego Ob
Zaggady w Sobiborze, iPoScig, 0 Internet: <http:// www. muze!
Holocaust sources refer to Jewish escapees being turned in by Poles, according to preses, chegpopulation of

the i mmediate vicinity of Sobib-r was overwhel mingly ethn]

former Soviet POWs | ed by Aleksandr (ASashabo) Pechersky,
partisans (aétr taking money, gold, and jewels from the +®oviet escapees and then abandoning them), the other
escapees headed westward to areas populated by Poles where most of them oAgiadtédm those mentioned in

the text, ot her essapeiesed rwimt ISotbohd - helwhoof Poles include
Bi alowitz), Symcha Biagowicz (Il ater Bi alowitz), Leon Cymi ¢
wife, Selma(Saartje)Wijnberg Leib Leon Feldhendler, Rywka Feldman (fate Regi na Zi el i Gski ), Mo s z «

Cathy Hooks (who died as a partisan), Abram (Avrum) Kohn, Josef Kopf, Salomea Leiner, Shmul (Samuel) Lerer, Eda

Lichtman, Chaskiel Menche, Moszek Merenstein, Zelda Metz (Kelberman), Lejb Pochlebny and hisitather

Heniek, Chaim Powroznik, Shlomo (Salomon) Podchlebnik, Lea Reisner (later Bialowitz), Hanel Salomea, Ursula

Stern (llana Safran), J-zef Szerman, Shlomo (Stanisgaw) Sz
found shelter with a farmer in Tanawa DuUa) , Ester Terner ( AdamhMalk Raab) , K
(formerly Avraham), Kalmen Wewryk, Meir Ziss. Sedlovitch, Sobibor, 102 (Lea ReisneBialowitz); Teresa
Prekerowa, iStosunek |l udnoSci pol s kidgj TrebbnceUSobitmraesik i ch uci e
BegUcu w Swietle rel aBcijuil el ydowsgkivenheji Kmpani skiichBaddani a Zbr
Polskiemill nst yt ut u Pamol.i%e(1993¢4dl0lo4d,owterjansl|l ated as fAThe Attitude
Towar ds Jewi sh Escapees from the Treblinka, Sobib-r, an
Testimonies, 0 in ChodakiGelden tlarvest v tieatsyofEsold®yi 116 2Gutchan &rdy r n a ,
Bender,The Encyclopedia of the gtiteous Amag the Nationsyol. 4: Poland,Part 1, 49192, 503, vol. 5:Poland,

Part 2,59,691;Rel acje z czas-w Zaggady | nwentar zvoll Hohoocaust Sur
301/10, Salomon Podchlebnik, Josef Kopf), 15 (no. 301/14, Hersz Cukiemaghis son), 164 (no. 301/458, Zelda

Metz), vol. 3, 307 (no. 301/2785, Moszek Merenste8tgnislaw Szmajznet, nf er no em Sobi bor : A trag
adolscente jude(Rio de JaneiroE d i -Bloehs 1968), 296301; Arad, Belzec, Sobibor, Treblink&45 46; Arnon

Rubin, The Rise and Fall of Jewish Communities in Poland and Their Relics Tealaye II: District Lublin (Tel

Aviv: Tel-Aviv University Press, 2007), 371, 37AndrzejPotocki,Bieszczadzkie losy Boj k o WiRez eis zt-ywd zain d

Krosno: Apla, 2000), 217 72; Andrew Zielinski,Conversations with Regin@Brighton, South Australia: n.p., 2003

C
(
d E

Kent Town, South Australidva k ef i el d Pr ess, 2003) ; Maggor zatGazet8z1 achet ka
Wyborcza(Lublin), April 18, 2008; Adam Kopciowsk , fAléwish Incidents in the Lublin Region in the Early Years

after WorldWa r | HoJocausi: Studies and Materials v o | . 1 (2008): 190;¢t yDd zait gw wi c ki
walce 19391945,vol. 1,899 0 ( Moszek Merenstein), 210 (Zel da Metz), v ol

Gutman, The Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuers of Jews During the Holocaust:
Supplementary Volumes (26@D05),volume 1l, 609 (Avraham, later Agim Walk, Lejb Pochlebny and his brothier

law, Heniek); Testimony ofEda Lichtman Yad Vashem Archivesfile 03/12 9 1 , as cited in Wojciech
iRatunek czy niObbeapiyedz&E@Eet wo?Generalnym Gubermiator st wi e

74



After escapingom t he ghetto in Wgodawa, Jakob Friedmann (¢t
of criminals. Misha Piontek P i Ntwh&kwas known as ,mvited &riednsrin todanahis e r

ipartisanodo group. Friedmann recall s:

| agreed to join him; | had notatnative. There were five Poles, and | was the only Jew. Piontek

[ Pi Nt ek] gave me a Polish military gun which had had t
I lived in the woods for a while with this group of Poles who were robbers rather than partisans.

We kegan to rob people. About two weeks later when | saw a uloesen carriage approaching, |

said, 6Letds go and hold them up.d | knew that peopl

valuables with themt®

Fearful for his own life, Friedmann eventually ldfese ruffians and joined up with a Jewish unit affiliated
with the Communi st Peopl eds Guar dPiontek Pi &)tiehdmotn | ear ne

discriminate among their victims. The partisans Freidman joined took action to eliminate this gang.

We heard that this Michal Piontek [Michag PiNtek], whec
was giving refuge to the Russian officers wiaal run away, providing them with food and vodka,
and then he shot them all and stole any goods they had on them.
When | found this out | went with a small group of ten or twelve men to where Piontek was
living. We surrounded the house and while he hisdfamily were asleep we used bullets with
phosphor tips, a kind of ammunition which would set fire to whatever it hit. We had machine guns
all around the house and began firing. We heard screams but nobody could get out. No one

survived*®

Criminal dements also posed a serious hazard for Jews hiding in the forests, but even they generally

targeted Jewish fugitives for their possessions, and not because of their race or religion. These same

dowskiej, o in WalGkeunpaorwa®raa bEouwsokpia,: ePdoMfarbs aeevEs t wms tiy trutUnR are
NarodoweiK o mi sja $cigania Zbrodni p r z 26c2v; Ma&rioa N@ir esgioeni s kPao,| sik® ceamu
Sobi bor u, ohtpl/miwenformacia.wlodawa.pl/pliki/informator_dni_holokaustu_wlodawaxpdMuzeum

Bygego Obozu Hitl erowskiego Zaggady w Sobi bor
<http://mwww.muzeum.wlodawa.metronet.pl/index_sobiborsitm A Fr om Mi el ec to Sobi b r: The
Lichtmanp | nternet: <http://www.theverylongview.com/ WATH/ testi

Lerer, Chaskiel Menche, Esther Raab, Stanislaw Szmajzner, Kurt Thomas, Selma Wijnberg, and Regina Zielinski,

Internet: $ttp://www.sobiborinterviews.nl/enfiarviews>. Kalmen Wewryk describes the assistance he received, after

his escape from Sobib-rwahdemedumebpmusi peagaente &s$| hage i
populated by decent but frightened Catholic Poles and some Ukrainian Bapfistsily of five Jews hid in Teresin

near Chegm: fiEver ybody in the haml &tnekw ewh etr lea ta ntdh it sh efya rdii ldy
to know. Moishe told me how they were loved in that hainteth er € wer e decent people there. o
To Sobibor and Back: An Eyewitness AccdiMintreal: The Concordia University Chair in Canadian Jewish Studies,

and The Montreal Institute for Genocide and Human Rights Studies, 19968, 64..

115 jakob FriedmannRe |l uct ant Sol di er : A(Caudlfieldv Sauth, Vietaria:tMaloa Jewish St or y
Community Library, 2005), 30.

116 FriedmannReluctant Soldier50.
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criminal elements often preyed on Poles as well. As thewoillp Jewish account from the vicinity of
Bra@Gsk il |l ustr ¢ghose who preyeccon dews whg motmeamd sanctioned by the local

community:

When | was workingn the village of Lendowo, the people talked about Janka, that she was the

village whore. She was greedy and for money she wouldrgehing. For many years Janka had a

boy friend Karik [Kazik?], who was the leader from a group of bandits who robbed and killed Jews

who were hiding from the Ger mans. izedtheManditstot her e wer e no

rob Polish farmers who were riding back with money from markets. He robbed them with a gun

pretending to be Russian Partisans. Farmers recognized
Inacertan ni ght he went to the barn of the man from Skl ud:

then he married his widow é One evening Karikés broth

Pickutowska where Feigale was staying and he told her what he saw. Heimgbaick from the

market in the dark, when he noticed a light was shining from the grave where the Jews were buried

last week. He stopped and in the dark he quietly walked up to this place and he saw his brother

Karik with Janka holding a lantern. They dogt the dead and were pulling out their teeth because

they had gold fillings in them. Stasick Dombrowski [ St
|l ow his own brother had fallen. Stasick didnot |ike t
broter 6s depl orabl e behavior and his greed. He rather ca

highly respected to tell her what weighed heavy on his Atihd.

The Polish undergroundassometimes called dio take measuresgainst those who engagedoandiry
regardless of their nationalityvhile wanderingnt he QGleanint h f el |l ow escapees fron
death campDov Freiberg (also known as Ber, BeBerek and Bolek Fraiberg) encounteredts of
kindnessfrom poor farmersand sometimes hostility. (Holocaust literature stressesidbglity, and pag
scant attention to the extensive assistance provided by many Fdlesg)oradic violencehe witnessed
was generally the work ofgangs of criminals lurking in the forests. Freiberg and Semen Rosenfeld
(Semyon Rozenfeld) met up with two brothers from &Cine, Yozhi k and Monyek Serchuk,
bunker for themselves in the forest. Reluctant to part with the gold twgshadtakenwith themfrom
So b i b fugitivestesored to stealing from local farmers and eventually joined a gang of vialkstt P
criminals who robbed the peasants mercilessly. In desperation, and quite understandably, some of the
victims turned to the Polish underground asdparatelyto the German authorities for protectioithe

leaders of this gang ebbberseventuallymet their welldeserved demise

Some of the people in the group had prepared supplies. | had a little bag of gold coins in one pocket

and a few bullets in the other. é

171 ubawrobel GoldbergA Sparkle of Hope: An AutobiograpfiMelbourne: n.p., 199880/ 81.
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The four fellows bearing arms approached one of the houses. The farmer refusedthe alpor,
but after they threatened to blow up his house, he obeyed. He gave them two big loaves of bread,
some butter and some onions €

The next evening, our |l ads returned to the farmerdés h
him. &

Whenwe got to the house, we found a latgmned, middleaged woman. When she saw us, she
pal ed. She | ooked at us in shock é fAYou are the ones
Good God, the Germans are searching for you everywhere. Get away from hele,yquiadk é Af t er
a few minutes, three men appeared, two adults and a younger man, with pitchforks and an ax in
their hands, and from a distance they cursed us and th
We started to back erfsfabit then Stbpped afteritheyarpdae swse thatave a f t
were going. Semmen cursed those Poles and told us how he had gone with two of his friends a few
days ago, with weapons, to ask for food, and how the farmer and his wife had given them bread and
buterand even wished them | uck. Al f | had a gun, I woul d
chased us away [but did not harndud.P] , 06 he said. ¢é

We went down toward the valley and we neared the edge of the forest, where we saw a farmer

plowing hisfied é Suddenl y | saw a sack lying under a tree. T
opened it and found a big | oaf of bread ¢é It weighed a
of cheese, and next to the sack,kandhrenroéasfvasts a jug of mi
as we could. €

At twilight we got up and walked to the house. As we approached, we heard the farmer working
in the granary. € The old man | ooked at wus, and withol
come from, saldu WDod6b6t| waveymy house hungry. o He calll
iMoot her, prepare a | ot of food for supper. We have thr
The farmer finished preparing food for his single cow and told us to stay in the granary until he
call ed us. AYou wunderstand, 0 he said, fAwe have to be ve
the farmer came out of the house, strode back and forth, looking and listening, and then came over
to us and invited us into the hut. It was very old andlsoaly one room, which was a living room,
bedroom and kitchen. The roof was made of straw. We could see signs of poverty by the light of the
oil l amp, which was standing on the table and |lit the
table and the wonmabrought us bowls of hot soéipa milk-based soup with potatoes, pieces of
dough and onion. é The bowls were big and they were fu

woman refilled our bowls é We stayed egevdatt ed and tol d ¢

and about what had happened to us since we left the camp. The farmer listened closely, sat for a few

moments absorbed in thought, then finally said: AThe w
defeated and in retreat. We have to hold ot unl t hen. I owi | hide you. Wedll bu
the granary and you can be there during the day. 16l 1

eat! o ¢é
Suddenly there was a knock at the door. The three of us hid. One of the neighbors had come to
announce that on the following day, the Germans would come to the village tataKentigeri

the tax allocation that the Germans had imposed on the farmers. Afterward the farmer looked

D

embarrassed and apologized, but said that he could not hiddhvus iftGer mans wer e coming.
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We got up to leave, but the old man asked us to stay a while longer, because they had no bread in
the house at the moment and he wanted to send his wife out to borrow bread. He also sent his son
out on an errand. The woman cabsek with two big loaves of bread, and his son brought bottles
of mi | k. é When we were about to part, | took out S 0 M
farmer, but he refused to take them. &
The time we spent with the old farmer encouraged ni tlae following days were lucky as well.
We were able to get food, uswually at a high price &
One day, we passed a solitary house, which appeared to be empty. When we approached it, an old
couple came toward us and invited us to come in and eat. Gts; Mo seemed to be poordidi 6 t
|l ook | ike farmers. é It turned out that they were Poli
with them until | ate at night. The man taught wus how t
[Later they ran into another group of Jewish who had escaped fromtSebr . ] At the beginning,
they were a large group, but then they split up. Most of them had gone eastward, planning to cross
the Bug River, and these men had gone in the directi
gardener, who had known the area, wheréndyged they could find a hiding place in one of the
villages whose farmers they knew in exchange for the abundance of money they had. On the way,
they had been joined by two Dutch Jews, and by two brothers, Yozhik and Monyek Serchuk, who
had beeninthefoest for more than a year. é Their whole famil.y
farmer, but another farmer had informed on them and the Germans had come and taken them away.
Only Yozhik and Monyek were left. Their parents had had a shop selling chickehim| m. é
Yozhik and Monyek had built a bunker for themselves in the woods where they could live
through the winter. € When the first group from Sobibo
the bunker é At night, Yo zrkforkhe wiwle graup. Fheyeogleood fr om t he
from Sobibor had money, and Chaim, the jeweller, had taken a large amount of gold. Yozhik would
usually go alone, but occasionally Monyek would go with him; very infrequently, they would take
someone from the grouptopel t hem carry sacks of food from the villag
Yozhik had good connections in all of the villages. He knew every farmer and he knew who was
trustworthy. He also had contacts with Jews who were hiding with farmers, including his uncle,
aunt and their did, and another uncle who had been alone since the Germans had killed his family.
é
Finally, we stopped not far from a large, isolated farm, a short distance from the town. Yozhik
sai d: #fl knew this farmer well isKaeiuloYoawaitheee war . Heds a
I'll check out the area and quiet the dog. I'll hide you in the granary, and in the morning I'll speak to
the farmei maybe we can find a place to hide with him.o
When | awoke in the morni ng sérprigethteo seé dozhikemd s oon enter ec
Monyek, but i mmedi ately embraced and kissed them, spea
In the meantime, Yozhik had begun to attempt to convince the farmer to let us stay under his roof
until winter had passed. He suggested that we idthe cellar under the house, but the farmer
di dndét agree to that. When Yozhi k suggested that we bu
refused that, as well. He then proposed that we build a bunker outside the limits of his farm. Finally,

itwasdeci ded t hat we would build a bunker in the corner [o
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The digging of the bunker presented difficulties from the outset. It was hard to dig in the frozen
ground, and after we had overcome that obstacle, we reached anaygperfIgroundwater, which
put an end to our attempts. Karpiuk called us together and reiterated that he would like to help us,
but he coul dnot keep us in his home, as he would be en:
find a place to hide, and frotime to time we could come to his house to get food and anything else
we might need. ¢é Karpiuk brought us some food, and we
terms and went out into the night. &

We kept walking we could distinguish a smallhauseé [ Yoz hi k announced;] ATwo wo me¢
small child are living in the house. They are very poor and they have nothing to eat. | promised

them that, if | stayed with them, they would eat like queens, and that from now on, they would lack

for nothing. Theyar e wi Il ling to do anything. o é
As night was falling, we heard a knock on the door. ¢é
é a tall young man in his twenties, wearing a faded | e

carried a rifle with alsort barrel and butt, which could be hidden under a coat. Yula hurried to

introduce her brother, St ashek, and we shook hands ¢éAf
é the atmosphere became |l ighter and ocequester sation f 1l ow
asked us if we would be ready to join him in a small burglary that he and his friend Vladek were

planning to carry out. Yozhik answered without hesitation that we would be ready to participate in

any burglarg and glasses were raised to celebraethn ew partner shi p. € Stashek sali
woul d soon meet his friends, Pan Fol ka and Bronek, who
that he had his eye on a smal|l farm belonging to two o
much to take, bu t hey have a pig thatés not bad, and geese, a

Their hut is some distance from the village, and the work will be easy, but we need a few men to

carry it oud two or three can catch the pig, kill it and cur it up into pieaes, two will keep a

|l ookout for unwanted visitors. And t hen, they wildl hel
AWe wil. be there, o6 said Yozhik élt was agreed that o

would come, accompanied by his frientadek, and the whole group would go together to carry

out t he small robbery. é After Yul ads brother |l eft, W

wWo men. é Yanka and Yula were surprised that we had ne\

He 6 s tdstdurgar iethetwhole area. Even before the war, the authorities offered a large prize

for anyone wh o coul d |l ead t o his capture. Hebs al w
ent husiastically. ¢é
Al tell you about Br on elrespecedmad, bt helhas.hoti That bastar

blood, and when the blood rises to his head, he gets involved in brawls. Once, during the wedding

in the village, a quarrel broke out. Bronek, was involved, as usual. One of the young men insulted

Bronek, a n d t IRe beingensultatl.cdHe grabbed the young man and cut off his finger

with a knife, in front of everyone. The young man who was cut belonged to a rich and powerful

family, and Bronek had to leave the area for a long time. After more than half a yearjtwhen

seemed as though the incident of the finger had been forgotten, there was another wedding in the

vill age. Bronek arrived éThe young man whose finger ha
wedding, too. é But dur i ruggmarhwhose famgechacbgentuhasf f ami |y of t
got up an attacked Bronek ¢é they cut off three finger
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have his revenge in the family. He waited a long time, until his wounds healed, and then bought a

gun and practiced shoon ¢ When he was ready, he set a trap in the

from the village to Chelm. In the evening, by the light of a full moon, when he saw the family

returning from the fair in Chelm, he killed themélhe father, the mother, two sonsdathe wife

of one of them, and two horses. From that day, Bronek has been wanted by the police throughout

the area, l'iving in hiding é He became friendly with F
We weren6t told very mtheghupabbarglars. Wik jast saild thatthehe t hi rd i n

guy had been born unlucky and had never succeeded in anything he tried. When he tried to steal

chickens, he was caught, beaten, and sent to prison. When he managed to rob a farmer and leave his

house withthéhaul , he had been shot by the farmer and his | eg
¢ we had never dreamed that their home was a hideout f
One evening. Stashek and his friend Vladek, who was an older man of about forty with a terrible

limp, cameto the house, and Yozhik, Monyek and Semmen went out with them to commit the

robbery. é
The five arrived back | ate that night, |l aden with sac

sacks, 0 said Yozhik to the wogorenmel They®achedthe t urned out ,

farm but decided not to enter the house. Two of the guarded the house and the others entered the

pigpen to kill the pig. But the pig got away from the

poultry enclosure where the geeserey slaughtered them and put them into the sacks. At this point,

the farmer had awaken&derhaps from the honking of the ge@ssnd came outside to see what

was going on. Monyek and Vladek, who had been guarding the house, caught him, went into the

house vith him, ordered his wife and daughter out of bed and made them all lie down on the floor.

The farmer was not rich. There werenodt many objects o

taking. Nevertheless, Vladek and Stashek took everything they comj@@l ot hi ng, the far mer 6s

boots, the top of a sewing machine. Stashek suggested that we divide up what they had taken, but

Yozhik replied that we could do without the clothes; we would be satisfied with the geese.

The latenight feast that was served svavonderful. The organ meats of the geese were delicious.

During the meal, Stashek remar ked, Al t doesnot matter
i mportant is that we are a good team and that together
j ob, to steal a pig, soon, and this time he wonét get
Stashek and VIadek appeared again, ready for action.
Stashek. AAnd this time, I p i her& ©de minusdgsdhatdhe f ar m. There
farm is inside the village, but the village is close
seemed excited and added, AThis ti me weol | need the bo

We reached the forest and walked along the outskirts. Stashglediagxplained that we were
close to the village and that this would be our meeting place after the job, whether we had
succeeded or failed. He divided up the tasks among us: he, Vladek and Yozhik would go into the
pigpen and slaughter the pig; Monyek, $eem ans | would keep guard on the house. We moved
on and passed a few farms that stood at some distance from each other. Although it was still early in
the evening, the village was completely silent and we
houss. We stopped by the house which that had been targeted, and Stashek went on ahead to calm

the do@ he had a way with thednand after a few minutes he returned and sent Monyek to guard
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at the back of the house, placed Semmen at the door, and | was tatstaedvindow. Stashek,
Yozhik and Vladek, armed with two rifles, entered the pigpen and we stood guard, holding only
sacks in our hands. ¢é

Suddenly | heard steps. | turned and saw someone walking toward the door, where Semmen was
standing, his back uagainst the wall. Semmen jumped on the man with a quick movement, put the
sack he had been holding over the mandéds head and strug
The man had freed himself, taken out a knife and stabbed Semmen in the backalsakigyficial
wound, and began shouting, ARobber s! Robbers! o

From inside the house, someone had gone up to the att
that moment, we heard the chimes of the church. Stashek shot twice in the direction of thd attic a
the calls for help ceased. He told us to get away, abd we ran in the direction of the forest; behind us
was the sound of bells, the shouts of people and the squealing of the pigs that had escaped the pen.
é

Twice we had gone out on an important ngesand twice we had failed. Getting our hands on a

pig was i mperative, as it would supply us with meat ar
sudden Yozhik said, Altés not too |l ate. | know of a ri
there are pigs there. We could go there now. Webve | eart
be able to get hold of a pig; we candt go home without
Stashek agreed without a momentdés hesitation. We wal k

reated the farm. It really did appear to be prosperous. There was a family home, two stories high,
its tin roof galvanized, which was a rarity in the area. The yard was very large and contained a
granary, shelter for the poultry, and barns. This Vladek anth&s guarded the house, armed with
rifles, and Monyek was with them, unarmed. | had no special job so | went back and forth between
them. In the pigpen, there were five mediaired pigs. This time, Stashek and Yozhik were able to
kill a pig quickly and Iwas sent to bring sacks. | went into the granary, where sacks of grain were
piled. | emptied the contents of one of the sacks, and | brought it to the pen, but after everything had
been cut up and packed, Stashek and Yozhik decided to kill anothergmng. dverything that was
packed and ready to a spot some distance from the house, and | was left to stand guard while the
four others returned to slaughter another pig. Unlike the first robbery, during which | had been
trembling with fear, for some reasonwias now calm and relaxed; even though | was guarding
al one, | was not afraid. é When | heard the sudden sqgt
knew that the second pig had been killed. A short time later, | saw the others coming toward me.
It was late and we still had fifteen kilometers to walkith the heavy burden of two slaughtered
pigs and a sack full of geese, we couldnét hope to get
We spent the next day eating until we were completely satiated. We were all happygand
spirits. The night, which had begun as a complete failure, had ended in complete success. Stashek
could not stop praising Yozhik, saying again and again that we were his best friends, and he spoke
of our operations to coma. m& MNMowutrledy dceodiideéd ntaomef é
unani mous that | be renamed fABolek. o ¢é
€ who could have imagined that we would join a band o
to me such an act of cruelty and thieves were monsters, but | had participatedgtagy with no

feeling of wrongdoing. In fact, everything had seemed
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And then, |l ate one evening, after we had gone

with his cut fingers, and Stashek had arrivecsby r pri se é | knew who Bronek

when | saw his right hand, which was missing a finger. He was in his twenties, short, with a
constant smile. Pan Folka appeared to be over forty, of medium height, chubby with a small
potbelly. He was dressed anshort leather coat and fine quality boots, and, in addition to a rifle, he
carried a pistol under his coat. He looked serious and boastful and he gave the impression of
complete authori®y Bronek and Stashek looked like messenger boys next to him.

€ ¥zhik quickly became friendly with Folka, and the two sat together in a corner of the room
and decided to go out on sever al robbery jobs

A few days later after the meeting with Folka and Bronek, the enlarged gang, under thendirecti

of Folka, began to go out on jobs at least once, and sometimes twice a week. The robberies were

t

bed,

was

he

commi tted in a wide area é& At first | was embarrassed

friends to return late at night, relating their experiencesvetmat they had taken in the robbery.

Al t hough | wasnot too enthusi ast idmya bloeugt hsatdenadlti

healed, | found it hard to walk, and the scabies were al over mydblodsanted to be an equal
partner with my friends in evetlying they did, good or bad, and not be a child who had everything
done for him. So | begged Yozhik to convince Folka to let me join the band, and, in the end, he
agreed.

From the first job | took part in with Folka, | could clearly see the differendhe quality of
command. You could feel that an experienced man with leadership ability was directing the
operation. From the moment we set out, no one felt the need to say anything. Folka led us calmly
and with seHconfidence. When we reached the hotlngequietly gave directions to each of us; his
orders were clear and unequivocal, and everything was done quickly. Folka had checked on all the
details and, after surrounding the house with guards, he and Yozhik knocked at the door and
ordered the peoplenisi de t o open it. This wasnodt done i
Bronek and Stashek, who broke a window with the barrel of a rifle and jumped in, opening the door
from the inside and hitting anyone who got in their way. The members of the faerygathered
into one corner, and Bronek and Yozhik went through the rooms, checked whether anyone was
hiding, returned and reported to Folka that the house was secured.

| looked at the family a husband, wife, and four children of various ages, andotthenan,
huddling in the corner and trembling with fear, and a scene passed through my mind: the first days
of the war. We were standing in the corner of the @any mother, my sister, my little brother
Yankele and @ huddling together; a German in a browniform had his pistol aimed at us,
guarding us, and | was trembling with fear &

The job proceeded. The door of the cellar, which was in the floor of the room, was removed and

the members of the family were forced down, one by one. Bronek took aigoldggr of f of t he

finger and she burst into tears, but wordlessly went down into the cellar. Folka took the farmer
aside, spoke to him quietly and abruptly slapped him twice. The farmer led Folka to the next room
and the two of them returned with a page of animal skins, and Folka forced him down into the
cellar, as well. Everything was done in a few minutes, with perfect organization, likeiledll
machinery. Stashek bridled the horse and hitched it to the wagon, bringing it to the door of the
hous, and we wandered through the house, taking everything of value, clothes, boots, processed
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skins, pork steaks, a sack of flour, a few chickens that we managed té eanthwe loaded
everything on the farmerés wagofarmexand hidfanfiy as quietly
were left in the cellar. We put heavy furniture over the door in the floor. Who knew when the
neighbors would discover what had happened and would discover what had happened and would
free them from the cellar?
€ On t he \veastpppdu amd Eqglka asked us what we wanted as our take from the haul.
He knew, of cour se, t hat we had no need for the famil)
presents for Yanka and Yula, and with some of the pork. We parted as friends andment ho
Our band carried out one robbery after another among the area farmers. On market days, we used
to set up an ambush along the road, close to the forest; when a wagon passed by, coming home from
the market, we would jump out, make the people geandttake the wagon with everything in it.
One robbery that horrified me in particular was carried out against one of the richest of the
farmers two days before his daughterés wedding. The ho
night, but the fanly in the house had not yet gone to bed. There was light in the house and we
could hear the voices of people through the window. T
house easily. The house was warm, with odors of freshly baked goods that had gisutafthe
oven. The whole family was awake, and as we burst in, their ruddy faces paled. As usual, Folka
took swift control of everything. After some perfunctory blows, the family was herded into the
cellar. Bronek and Stashek were in good humor. Branakbed the bride, pulled her against him
and tried to kiss her. The girl resisted and was slapped. The groom tried to defend her, but was also
struck and then thrown into the cellar. Pan Folka stood like a proud father watching the antics of his
children Bronek dragged the bride over to a bed that stood in the corner of the room. The girl
struggled and shouted, AfiTake everything, just | eave me
her. Then Stashek raped her, as well.
Sometimes | found justifigah for the robberies we carried dguivhy should only the Jews
suffer? Let these nedews get a taste of our suffering. | saw our deeds as a kind of retribution for
the fAPolackso who had [emphdsip added wt dlesd¢ o wlydert dhte slteavmach tF
cruelty of Bronek and his friend, St ashek, and the suf
of the house, running to and fro insanely.
We emptied the house of everything that had been prepared for the wedding. We loaded crates of
excellent wdka onto the wagon, along with sides of smoked meat, baked goods and sweets of all
kinds, and we left in a wagon that was filled to capacity. For a long while, | kept hearing the creams
and sobs of the bride and reliving the scene of Bronek with his palitsl down.
We came home laden down with treats, but our heats were burdened with terrible feelings. We
di dn6t exchange a word on the way home. We had shamed
the robbery at their cruellest, and we had cooperatdieir horrible deeds. With what speed we
had passed from one side to the other, from the robbed to the robbers! But we could think of no way
to end this partnership before the summer, when we could go back to living in the forests. And, on
the other had, we were living comfortably in our present situation; we had gotten through the hard
winter peacefully, in a warm house, eating our fill. And Folka, Bronek and Stashek had treated us as

equal®we never heard them use the word fAJew. 0
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The next eveningrolka, Bronek and Stashek came to visit, and a party began which went on all
night. &

One day, Bronek came to visit and asked Yozhik to come with him to a party he had been invited
to. € Yozhi k returned that ni ghey hac bedn rexeavedd t hat when t
warmly and given drinks, but there was something suspicious in the way the guests were
behaving he noticed that they were waiting for other guest
ithat something was ¢ oekang we left Theaotheretried to blockvaur ned Br on
way, but he threatened them with Bronekés rifle and wi
away. 0

Some time later, we found out that the Polgimia Krajowad right-wing partisans who were
operating agai s t the Germans ¢é had had a wunit operating in o
sentence for Bronek, and a few days later, they trapped him. They had given him a short field trial
and hanged him on a tree along t lamountingthatheoad é and pos
was being punished for fAtreason to the homeland. 0 When
fled into the forest. We were afraid that his murderers had managed to force him into giving
information about us before he was hanged.

Two days passédand then Stashek burst into the house and told us with tears in his eyes that
Pan Folka had been killed. € he said that he had gone
mistresses, but when he had reached her village, he had been talddéman, policemen from the
neighboring towns had arrived and had surrounded the house, calling on him to come out and give
himself up. Folka opened fire on the police. There was a long battle, and at some point Folka
jumped from the back window of the Ue and tried to get away, but the house was completely
surrounded. As he ran, he was was shot, wounded and fell to the ground. He continued to fight,
wounded, until he had used up his bubBetsut he reserved the last bullet for himself. He shot
himself inthe head, and died. Four policemen had been killed. It was later said that one of his
mistresses had informed on him in retribution for having left her.

We were in shock. Folka had been killed! It had only been a week since Bronek had been killed!
Staviek was miserable. Folka and Bronek had been his only friends on earth. He was on bad terms
with everyone in his villag® everyone hated htnand now he di dndt have anywhere
went from village to village, took part in every brawl and got himsetf éwery dangerous situation
he coul d. é in the end, the Ukrainians caught him and
was burned to death and no one cared. After Folka and Bronek had dies, Stashek had become
superfluous and we, who had wanted to lgeofi them all and to sever our relationship with the
thieves, were freed from them all within a month. Our feeling toward them were mixed. On the one
hand, they had al ways been fair with us é and we had e
other handtheir merciless cruelty had greatly troubled® ubey treated human life as if it were

worthlesst!®

118 Freiberg,To Survive Sobiboi301i 77. Tellingly, after the arrival of the Soviet army, Monyek Serchuk enlisted in

the Sovietbacked Polish army in ordért o f i-ghbhgr hghtonal i st ptmedneapendentstnd f or ces
antiSovietundergroundoyal to the governmenin exile, and was killed in action, while other Jewish survivors in
Chegm entered the r bidkK92 445 416,826. secur ity police.
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Kalmen Wewryk provides a fascinating description of his travails as he roamed the countryside in the
vicinity of hi s home tformm otfh eChSghm ba-frt ed e ahtihs ceasntpa.p eH
considerable insight into the mentality of the peasah&sy generositytheir reaction to violent robberies,

and the turmoil, suspicion, and fear that permeated everydayntifer the German occupation

My running brought me to a Polish hamlet. A Poligieaking man with a gun accosted me. |

started to cry. He turned out to be a decent man, however. He took pity on me, and told me where

to hide. | followed his directions, went into a forest and makigl@o u t . é | was there for abo
weeks €

I was, however, tormented by my intense desire to find and join the partisans, and this desire

pushed me to | eave that forest. é So, hiding in ditche
awagondi¥ i ng down a dirt road, so | approached hi m. ée |
wher e | can find partisans?0 é He said, fiGo ahead ove

[Teresin]. An old woman living in the first house will help you. Some Jews aiaghid the
haml et . &

When | found the house | noticed an old woman sitting by the fire. She asked me who | was. |
told her, Al ddm a Jew. |l ve been told you can help me |
house was a very primitive one and theefior reeked of poverty. The old woman asked me all
about my background, my experiences. é A 16 or 17 year
talk to me. She seemed to be a typical peasant girl, but | figured out after a while that she was
Jewish. Ispoke to her in Yiddish, but she answered only in Polish. She evidently refused to believe
my story and, as she told me later, she thought | was a provocateur, an agent sent to ferret her out. |
still had my family phot os e.iShe gavg mgsomekpetdtoessto She now bel |
eat and told me that | must not be seen in that house. She led me to another area of the hamlet and
hid me in an abandoned stable. She said that she would, that very night, contact her father Moishe
and tell him about me.

Late that night Moishe and his brother came to the stable. They told me that they were part of a
family of 5 Jews in hiding. € Everybody in the hamlet
nobody knew where and t hey dirdehéwttheywseretovedio know wher e.
that hamled there were decent people there. Moishe gave me a roll of bread to eat and told me

directly that | coul dnét hide with them. They had pr
fiSobiborw [t he nickname govWewhyk,t han pesacamés from Sobib-r
more attention to them. € Moishe wished me good I uck
remained alive by stealing at night, Avisitingod neighb

| reached a nearby hamlet and approachkduse to beg for food. This was a hamlet inhabited
by Baptists é So every day | went to a different peasa
amounts of food and begged me not tell the neighbors. Every single one of them was living in
t err or térror wWase domtagiods! was afraid to stay in that hamlet so | returned to
Teryesheen and hid in another ruined Jewish house. At night, when | went to beg for food, | ran

into somebody from Moisheds family. rémehad sai d t hat t he
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chase me away ¢é They were afraid that Ger mans would c
ground. é

As | plodded along | heard wood being cut far off in t
a typical peasant lad. He looked to be atb@ or 14 years old. He became very, very frightened
when | drew near . é | started to speak to him in Polis
and more uneasy. Then, on impulse, | switched to Yiddish; the color returned to his face and he
smiled. ¢é

The boy returned a short while | ater and | ed me to a
were 2 small children with her in the bunker. The boy | had found, Mendele, carried a rifle as did
his 16 year old brother who was away at the time. Therehaasand pork in that bunker; it was
full of food. The mother told me to take whatever food | wanted; she was obviously afraid of me.
She asked me very nervously how | had managed to find her son. She wanted to know if somebody
had told me about this familyn t he woods. é

As if to show me that she was not a vulnerable woman, she told me that she had a husband
nearby, named Isack. When she said that it rang a bell. He went around with a 10 or 12 man band to
rob food, clothing, etc., from the area peasahted heard of him because many of the peasants
spokd&asaflsadik (our | sack). He used to rob the peasants wh
among t hem. Th e Sobiboritersadk ask tsdor foddwed | Ifi gi ve hi m! But why
doeshecom wi th his gang and rnobies! bdbi PehehatRatlebsl d meo
Isack, our friend from the prar yvear how coul d he come and rob wus at gunp
Isack came from that area and he was-edwn to all. Whatever his gang ddisteal they stole.
His wife, as if to justify her husband and her sons, told me that from time to time they went on
punitive expeditions to area peasants who had betrayed Jews. Her older son had returned to the
bunker by now, so | told him and his brathkat | wanted to join them. They told me straight off

that they didndét want me. € The woman told me to take
enough to spare, she said. | took some food from her L
saidgoodby t o all of them, thanked them for the food and |
| found a hut in the woods. € When the food was fini:
bunker. | found it easily, but it was completely des
abandoned. &

So | resumed wandering, searching for food. &

After five or six days | ran into |Isackds sons in the

I had gone to look for them in their bunker and had found it abandoned and deserted. | begged them

tol et me come to them from time to ti me, | promised th
However, they absolutely refused to tell me where their new bunker was. They told me that they

had abandoned the old bunker the night after | had come toithTheg n 6t trusted me. This i s

itwasthed ever ybody | ooked out for his or her own skin. e
peopld® turned them into egotistical and suspicious animals. | begged the two boys for a gun but

they laughed at me. Finally, osaid that, for gold, he would give me a gun. | still had a few pieces

of my wifebs jewelry, so | gave them the jewelry and

leave | wanted to accompany them but they refused to allow it.
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| returned to the straWwut, spent several days there, and started to make the rounds of the hamlets
where | had previously been given bread. Now that | had the rifle | even went to a hamlet where |
had been refused bread. | smeared my face with black dust, as a disguise. owie/gieasants
recognized me i mmediSabberb y. | Thweoy | dalploeidnt met hfe ri fl e th
window but it didndét seem to bring me success. Some of
the rifle was pointed sSohibari, gehknowadu! Whatemmyou One sai d: i Al
pointing a gun at udyfoaur Xk nYau twadl. dndt reheactnewds hungry
place.

The next night | returned, without the rifle, to that same hamlet. That peasant who had spoken to

me the previous i g h t ,Sobbau,ydo:u 6ftr e | ucky! I f you would have retur
rifl e, I 6d kil you! 0 Hereds a chunk of bread. Eat i
sympathy for a fellow human being ieryouathisg r ess. I f you
and wedl |l defend ourselves. But if you beg us for bre
face we knew it was you! And we know youbre not a mur (

We know how to handl e t hasswof milk. Heas vy bedraggledvwed me a bi g gl
weak, so he had pity on me. | thanked him profusely and left.

About a week later | had a particularly settling experience. | was holed up in the straw hut, fast

asleep, when | felt myself being prodded awake byiaf | e but t . | |l ooked up and saw
sons glaring down at me. Sobboey 1wh e¢reea& s otl e sraii fdl &€ 00 me : t dil
that I had bought it from them fair and square, and

j ewel ry. béysBdgleed at mypleading. | then told them that | had left the rifle with a

peasant for safekeeping. Theyddsdndt bed¥Mendeeemeseandh
place. o It took Mendele | ess t haaptnmecomeredwithes to find th

his own rifle. They laughed when they found the gun and dashed out of the straw hut. | was once

again defensel ess. And the way | had been treated | i ke
Besides, | had heard that, to be acceptedlyr t i sans, one had to have onebs own
represented my passport to the partisans é And now | h
deeply depressed. é

I saw aKolonia house [loosely grouped houses] near a forest and wentamwgerelderly peasant
standing near it. When | told him that | had come from the death camp Sobibor he became very
frightened é He was a poor man but he br-ought some bre
in-law was a shoemaker so | showed him my ripgteakes. The old peasant took my shoes and said
he would take them to his sam-law, who lived nearby. He left and returned some hours later with
my shoes repaired. I ki ssed him from gratitude. é [ Wew
his cottagebut looked for food to supplement his diet.]

Every night, when | went hunting for food, | asked the peasants if they knew anything of
partisans in the area. | once came into a house and there were some armed Jews there who had
come for food. These arméde ws di dndét want to tell me where they wer
want to have anything to do with me. é | begged these
asked for their mercy, but it was all to no avail.

The peasants of the next hamlet | wemtt Al eezoof [ Al oj z - w] é gave me milk

| arge | oaf of bread. ¢é
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| moved on to a hamlet | had visited before, Al eezoo
approached told me they had no food to spare. | went to a house that was 3 hnasged feom

that one and a woman there gave me a piece of bread an
knew of partisans in the vicinity. She replied that s
hamletorthe nextodes he was n dt tknawesactly where thay weren 6

My spirits were high when | |l eft that woman. I was cl
haml et and made my way to a nearby forest, far away,
suddenly a figure shotup infroatf me and barked out: #fAHalt or | shoot!o
The partisans were occupying a whole house there. Some men came for me and shoved me into a

small room which was heavily guarded. | was continuously interrogated and had to repeat
everything ¢é mygredheckee agairstany eadier bres for inconsistencies. All the

whil e guns were pointed at me. After a while I learned
Soviet partisans, under the leadership of Dadia Pyetcha [Diadia Petia].

After severa days a doctor came to see me. He was Jewish a
fexami nedd me, he conversed in Yiddish with me. He wa
story. é People were very suspicious of each other i

particularly wary of infiltratorst*®

As Kal men Wewrykds tavoulddaemoneowdtcetnink that fugitizet Jews resoited to
robbing Poles, mostly impoverished farmers, at gunpoity when they had no other means of getting
provisions.Sta n i s(§homo) Sz maj zner 6s group of escapees from Sol
farmhouse by force brandishing a gun and pretending to be part$@ther escapees also resorted to
force to obtain food from farmefé" A few days éer their escape fim S o b i BstherTerner (later
Raab) Samuel(Shmul) Lerer and Avrum (Abram) Kohn chanced on a farmhouse near the forest, and
approached it to ask for food@his wasthe first time they had doremething likethis. They did so with
trepidation and did riolet their guard down even for a minute. As they discovereeset were not
prosperous farm@ike those inWestern Europe and theinhabitantdived in a state of constant feafet
despite their initial succcess, thengh fugitives soon changed thevays Theysimply did not trust the

Apri mit i vaadddid potweast forat@syunnecessary riskso theyresorted tderror tactics.

H19\Wewryk, To Sobibor and Back0i 71, 72 73, 76 79, 81, 83, 88809.

120 Szmajzner)nferno em Sobibo286. Afte a run in with some bandits, Szmajzner and his two companions, Jankiel

and Majer, found refuge with J-zef Albiniak, a Rolish farm
301.

121 Teresa Prekerowa mentions the following testimonies: kcchd i ¢ ht man Sal omon (Shlomo) Poc
Knopfmacher, Hel a Fel enbaum, and Yehuda (Leon) Lerner. :
Uydowskich uciekinier-w z oboz-w zaggdgady w Trledbkiiaoked Sobi
Biuletyn Gg§-wnej Komi sji Badani &l nZsbtryotduntiu pPrazneiotridin k o N aN- aor doodwoe
(1993): 109.
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The two men waited at the side of hut, while Esitmercked on the door. It was soon opened by an
old fammgr.u hmE@d p us, pl ease?0 Esther pleaded desperate

How many are you?0 the farmer asked.

=1

AThree. Two men and mysel f. o

AiDid anyone see you coming here?o0

ANo, 0 Esther said. iwWe just came out of the woods near
The farmer looked aroundtese i f anyone was watching. fiOkay. Come in
AThereds no one her e, but my son and | .0

Esther walked in and looked around the small,-imuen hut. A cow stood at one end of the
kitchen, and behind some curtains in the corner werbdlle where the man and his son slept. The
farmer led them to the table and invited the three to sit down.
AYou must be from Sobibor [ Sobib-r],0 he guessed. Wi
incredible what you people did there. You did well. Very wail
Esther, Samuel, and Avrum exchanged glances. They were surprised to discover that their host
approved of their actions.
iCan we have some water?0 Esther asked.
ACertainly. o The farmer hurriedly rigupedudgimt a bucket fu
several cups one after the other, trying to quench her overwhelming thirst.
iléd |l ove to serve you a regular meal, o the farmer sa
and my son and | al ways go wilbbe oméiny questions. lettmewe dondét shov
give you some bread and milk, and my son will take you to the barn outside. When we come back,
wedll bring you in here again. 106l try my best to hel ]
The three could hardly believe their good fortudet only had they happened upon a farmer who
was trul decent and kind, nut he was even offering to serve them an entire mea
The farmer gave them two loaves of bread and a bottle of milk. His son led them outside to the
barn, and they sat down on a pile of strdhey quickly divided the food that the gracious farmer
had provided and wolfed it down hungrily. As they munched on the bread, they heard the farmer
and his son leave the farm with a horse and wagon.
By midday, the two men had still not returned. Ther ee di dndét know how far the ne
was, and they realized that the trip to the church and back could last almost an entire day. Still, as
the hours passed, they couldndédt help having some doubt
AWho knows i f they reeal Isyaiwde.nti Tthoe yc hnuaryc hh?adv eSagmoune t o
Gestapo. o
AYoudre probably right, o Avrum agreed. ATheyol |l be her
Although Esther realized that they might indeed be in danger, she was too tired to move. It was
such a relief tdie on the dry straw after spending several days on the wet forest ground.
AWwWhat wil!/ happen, will/l h a p gremy baily asetaehingand b unc e d . nAl I
must rest. Besides, theigea slight possibility that the farmer was being truthéd if so, | want to
wait for that meal that he promised to serve. Do whate
Il 6m staying right here. o

AfPerhaps youbére right, o Samuel said skeptically. il & m
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ltwasla e afternoon when they finally spotted the far mer
closer, the three let out a sigh ofieé when they saw that it was not accompanied by any other
vehicles. There were no Gestapo or Nazi soldiers following the farmkitdais house.

When they reached the farm, the two men went into their little hut. Only after it was completely
dark outside did the farmeroés son finally come out t o
iwWebve prepared some food for you. oo
When Ether, Samuel, and Avrum walked in, their mouths watered at the sight of the food that lay
on the table. There was bread, milk, and a thimischtthat had cabbage and other vegetables in it.

isit down. Eat, o the farmer said with a smile.

They did ot need a second invitation. After the months in Sobibor and the last few days in the
forest, it seemed almost incredible to be sitting down at a table and eating a meal like regular human
beings. &

AThank you. You ar e vVver ¥ gkihough, IimusEtake bagerof nsya i d . ABefore
injyrHero face had been wounded by a @ewPhan bull et durin
The farmer gave Esther a bucket of water. &

AYou must put somet hing on téh@aYouw ajsshlpaeitt he f ar mer sa
untreated. I donét have any medication, but | can gi ve
slaughtered. o

AfiLard? From a pig?0 asked Esther, trying to hide her
form of treatment, but Esth was repulsed at the idea of putting some on her face.

iWe use it to treat |l acer ati swmosn dertsh.ed f ar mer expl ainec

Esther realized that shecha t o do something to help the cut heal . S
become infec®. So stifling any words of protest, she let the farmer apply some to her would.

Surprisingly, it did work remarkably well and the area never became infected.

When they were ready to leave, the farmer packed up some cheese, a couple of oniongfa bottle
milk, and several loaves of bread. He gave it to the three grateful runaways and ordered his son to
take themintottwoods . é
The farmerds son took them some distance into the fo
turning back. The three walkedh dor a little while, but soon they had to stop and find a hiding
place to spend the day. They resumed their trek on Monday night and then again on Tuesday.

By Wednesday night they had depleted their food supply, and they decided to knock on another
far mer 6s door and ask for food. They waited until they
surrounded by other huts. They agreed to present themselves as partisans, hoping that the farmer
would be too afraid to argue with them.

Esther had a large flakght in her pocket that she had taken with her from Sobibor. A short chain
was attached to the flashlight, and it had to be pulled repeatedly for the bulb to light up. Much like a
lawnmower, it made a grinding noise as it started up.

With the two merbeside her, Esther knocked loudly at the door. Although her heart was racing in
fear, she tried to put a ruthless, sadfured expression on her face. She kept her hand in her pocket,
and when the farmer opened the datre moved the flashlight aroundrake the bulge obvious.

She pulled on the chain several times, frightening the man with its loud sound.

APl ease, RDoomtt sshthoott!!'d0 t he farmer begged.
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AiWe need some food, 0 Esther said gruffly.

AfYes, yes. Just a moment. 0

As he handed #m some bread and vegetables, Esther asked for directions, again giving the name

of a village &

Esther and the two men continued on their journey, try
Because Esther wanted to be absolutely certain that sheohealto the right place, she decided

to knock on the tenantés door.

Esther rapped loudly several times until a man opened it. Like before, she put her hand in her

pocket and starting up the flashl i ghitWe fobnndtwi th a big
hurt you. We just have something to settle with your landlord. Where is the owner? Is he at the farm

across the street?o0

ANNo, 0 the man stuttered:ShfeHiss selnd | ,rat HHeer cloimees htelr eer ee.v

weeks to visitandbrinper provi si ons. 0

Als that dss@®osEspheroas!l y. AAre you telling the truth?
ifiYes, yes. | am not |ying. Please believe me. 0 He | oo
said, trying to placate her. fALet me bring you some br

i Wén he returned with the promised food, Esther eagerly grabbed it out of his hands. The man
closed the door, and she rejoined Samuel and Avr um. é
After dark, Esther and the men agreed to leave the farm and scavenge for food.
They left the barn and wetd down the dirt road to one of the neighboring farmhouses. When
they krocked at the door, it was opened by a small, elderly woman.
Pl ease, do not hur't me, 0 she pleaded fearfully. AiHer
mil k.o
Esther tookhe food and thanked the woman. The three made their way back to the barn and again
climbed up to the loft. Their mouths watered in expectation as they sat down and prepared to eat
their humble meal?

Shlomo Alster, who joined up with Soviet partisan$ t er escaping from Sobib-r, r
no shortage of food while he was with the partisans. The armed partisans would descend on villages and
take from the farmers whatever food and possessions they required, and took in great déatitities.
Licht man, who joined up with some Jewish fugitives
identified the sequence of everdsid cause of retaliatidsyUk r ai ni an ane@® PRl itshhe fvh an dhii tt

of the Parczew forests

122 Shaindy PerlTell the World: The Story of the SobibRevolt(Lakewood, New Jersey: Israel Bookshop, 2004),

16772, 176.

123 Testimony of Schlomo Alster, Internethttp://www.sobiborinterviews.nl/en/intervieweegitbfielen/15schlome

alstep.
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Life in the urderground was not easy. We succeeded in buying some rifles, but we used them to
frighten peasants and force them to give us food. We were always assailed by Ukrainian and Polish
bandits'?*

Not just a few, but hundreds of farmers were robbeften repetedly, in any given area of the
countryside.Jewish gangs could be equally ruthless in pursuit of sup8ieige Goldergdescribedthe
escapades of a yng Jew from Majdan Tatarskin the Lublin district who met his end at the hands of

somedesperatéocal peasants

This Srulik was very adventurous. He thought that, with his pistol, he would conquer the world. |

couldnét go along with him. He was reckl ess, el se he
farmers at gunpoint caused them to hate thesJe¢ The f ar mer s, if left alone, W o
crust of bread or at |l east a drink of water. They migl

committed so many evil acts against the farmers that they finally waylaid and killé&him.

A Polish accounfrom the village of Janowicgust east of Lublin, reports that in the summer of 1942, a
married couple en route to JbandofwWews who hotrtre duskarady t wer e
raped the wife ghe was left unconscious in the forest), and studér hors€?® A nun from a displaced
convent located iGN Uek Zakl i kowski n eamival oZadoud of Jewishpatisamd | ed t he
who abused the nuns and pri€tls it litte wonder that partisans and forest dwellers developed a
reputation as robbers and that the local population lived in feariohtieturnal visits?

Rather than ask for food, which Jewish memoirs shohat@ beera viable optiort?® a group of Jewish

escapees from Treblinka variously pretended to be, somewhat transpdetitlfi, Pol i sh parti sanso

124 Novitch, Sobibor,85.

125 Goldberg,The Undefeated,45.

%pAccount of Piotr N., dated Janhuary 18, 2008 (in the autho

l~27EwaKurek,Dzi eci Uydowski &Jdwi «§ alletEekach zgromadze® zakonnycl
Uydowski ch w P dl1945¢eblinvClid, 2001a Laithlin: Geuduen, 2004).90.

128 Examples of assistance received from farmers and railway guards dpeescfrom Treblinkand from trains

headed there are plentiful, despite the manhunts carried out by the Germans and Ukrainian guards looking for Jews and

the death penalty facing those Poles who extended any form of assistance to JewserrShuip wagarticularly

frequent.Of the approximately 200 prisoners who managed to break out of the death camp during the revolt on August

2, 1943, about 100 were still alive at the end of the war thanks to assistance received froscPaldmg to three

separ¢ t esti monies by Jewish escapees from the death camps

vill ageso where they wer e knéands andoschaol ahildrerh withqut kieingi ncl udi n
denounced. SegeresaPr ek er owa, dfi8Sc s umpeol skiiej do Uydowskich wuciekin
Treblince, Sobiborze i BegUcu Brv uSweiteytnl eGgr-ewnaecjj i K olhyidsojws kB acd
przeciwko Narodowi Polskiemun st yt ut u P a mdl. Bx(1993N &0r 14, tramslagef 3410 14, translated

as AThe Attitude of the Polish Population Towards Jewi sh
Camps in Light of Jewi sh and Polish Tes@GddemoHuaivestsor 6 i n Choc
Hearts of Gold?,97i 116.See also Mark Pauii The Rescue of Jewi sh Escapees from t he

ibid., 117 37. In spite of the death penalty for the slightest Polish assistance to Jews, local Polish peasants helped
Samuel Willenberg on no lefisan nine separate occasions in the first days after his escape from Treblinka. See Samuel
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Willenberg, Surviving Treblinka(Oxford: Basil Blackwell in association with the Institute for Poligwish Studies,

1989), 14848. AnotherJewsh escapedomtheTr ebl i nka death camp recalled the help
was free. | wal ked to a village. é | knocked to ask for b
They saw my red hands, torn jacket, wourt slippers, and handed rseme hard, gray crusts. A peasant woman,

huddled in shawl s, gave me a bowl of hot milk and a bag. \
blows and the cold, and my clothes, everything proclaidesd But they gave me bread. Thank you Bblpeasants. |

sl ept in a stable near the animals, taking a little warm m

Martin Gray, with Max GalloFor Those | LovedBoston and Toronto: Little, Brown, 1972), 178raham Bomba

and his ctieagues, Yankel Eyzner (Jacob Eisner), Moshe Rapaport (Rappaport), Yechiel Berkovitsh (Berkowicz), and
Yechezkal Kofman (Cooperman), were assisted by several peasants in the area after their escape from Treblinka
ALying in the fi edwhgongody Weoallecahimpoeeaand told him that we had escaped from
Treblinka and, perhaps, it would be possible if he could
showed us his barn in the distance and we went inside. But he does know of anything. And i f
should say that we sneaked in. That is what we did. We were there the entire day. At night, the head of the village came

and told us that he would lead us out of the village and show us the way to go. étbtomleus to the main road, and

we traveled all night until the morning. In the morning, we came to a village. We saw, in front of a house, that a woman

opens the door. We went over to the house and the woman told us to come in. We were there foFlzeveeeknd

we ek, we were at the friend of the peasant in the same vi |
was in the village Zagradnikizagrodh i k i ] near Ostrovek Vengravski [ Ostr - wek V
with us to Warsaw. 0 See A. L. Gatode:, ANewWSupplesentatp the Boogkom Tr ebl
iCzenst oc h intereat: <hitp:/dwvdjewishgen.orglyizkor/CzestochoBzgstochowa.html>, translation of

S.D. Singer, ed.Tshenstokhover: Naye tsugoba t er i al t sum b uk h(Néwlork: &nitedtRelieth over Yi dr
Committee in New York, 1958), 57fAfter his escape from Treblinka, Chil Rajchman was assisted by a several

farmers in the vicinity of the camp before making his way back to Warsaw, where he received help from Poles in and

near the city. See Chil Rajchmahr eb |l i nka: A Surid943(loondorns MaklehosetQyercos12014)2

106 11; oral history interviewvith Chiel Rajchman, December 7, 1988, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,

Washington, D.Coral history interviewwith Chiel Rajchman, December 7, 1988, United States Holocaust Memorial

Museum, Washington, D.®ershl Sperling was part of a grouptbfee or four Jews who succeeded in getting about

twelve kilometres away from the camp. They turned to a family of Polish farmers who fed them and helped them

escape towards Warsaw. See Mark S. Sniiteplinka Survivor: The Life and Death of Hershl Speyl{Stroud,

United Kingdom: The History Press, 2010), 52. Viliam Fried, a native of Czechoslovakia, escaped with some

other Jews as their train was pulling into Treblinka. He and a Jew from Poland ran together and took shelter in a stable
wheretheywee di scovered by the proprietorés son, who fed them
directed to a person in the next village, a railroad worker who was in the underground and helped escapees. Fried went

alone and was allowed to staymit s manés stable and was given food. When he
him to pass as a worker. He went from village to village wu
woman, who gave him food, warned him of the presend8esfnan gendarmes who were looking for escapees, and

pointed him in a different direction. See tbel history interview with Viliam Fried, April 10, 1992, United States

Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington, D.C, Internet:
<http://collections.ushmm.org/r t i f act /i mage/ h0O0O/ 00/ h0O0O00072. pdf >. David Lie
to escape from Treblinka by cutting a hole in the fence with pliers which he had stolen. He and his friend ran all night

until they stopped in a field where they encounteraan who recognized them as escapees and warned them to go

farther away because the Germans were making their rounds to requisition milk and eggs from the farmers. They

wal ked farther and arrived at a f ar mhandvalgedwithimbadmyo man was
friend almost for an hour, showed us to go to another road. Closed road where the police is not there. She was very

~ -

ni ce. She came with a |little baby on her back aamd wal ked
prayer, God should be with you. And we went on our way. o0
farmhouse. Aiwe told the farmer we want to go to a railroad
wal k with vuvisstéan[clrutalway .d And he opened a barn. He says, 0 |
yourself. | had nothing to do [with it].& So he wal ked wi:
little village. The vi ltileatgea ganedhm eillagersssme andyonmititnnichdo plirthase f u g

train tickets, which he did, and they boarded the train for Warsaw. They received more help from farmers in the
vicinity of CznfAst oc h oomldistortintesview withh Raw dieberman, Julys51€,e1990, imited

States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington, D.C, Internet:
<http://collections.ushmm.org/artifact/image/h00/00/h0000132.pdf>Jew who had escaped from Treblinka and
managed to return to Wameaw Mecdlliadka @AiThHadpeasmsant to shelt
They happily gave me food and even money, but they woul dnbod
who were permanently stationed i n a3ante told bfritings thatf ween s howed
unbelievable but unfortunately true. é Everyone | tal ked

same thing, in horror. The ones closer to Warsaw let me stay the night, but there was no question dhestaying
permanentl y. 0 See Wbrds fica@utlive Uy Vdices from the dVarsaw GhéNew York:
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Metropolitan Books/Henry Holt, 2002), 210. Despite the massive German hunt for escapesodesvéound shelter

with farmersliving nearby.The fanily of Janand Aleksandr& - r a | , who owned a farm near Kos
eleven Jews in their barn for some twenty months. Among those rescued were the Koenig (Koenigstein) family, the

brothers Abram and Mendel Rzepka, and three escapees from TaelSeéTammeus and Cukierkorifhey Were

Just Peoplel05 12. Szymon Goldberg ecal | ed t he assistance of t hfeTHearremer s nee
were good peopl e, they Skeel Pacckerbeap, gdSe omendloodudnoSci [
uciekinier-w z oboz-w zaggady w Treblince, S Bildetyb or z e i Be
Gg- - wnej Komi sji Badania Zbr dldnnsit yptruzt euc i Pnaknml. 3% 619968048 wid oRwo | s ki e
Julian and Stanisgawa Serafinowicz sheltered Shlomo (Szl om
escape from Treblinka, on a farm in Most: -wka, The small vi l
Encyclopedi of the Righteous Among the National. 5: Poland,Part 2, 703After wandering in forests for about a

month following his escapfom Tr eb | i nk a, Josef Czarny was warmly received

northwest of Garwolin. Szymon and HelenaG@k a shel t er ed & wal astva Jewish woneen. S8z ar ny a
Gutman and Bendef,he Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natimis4: Poland,Part 1, 128; PaldielThe

Path of the Righteou05. After escaping from Treblinka, Szymon Goldgemade his way to the villagers of

Kukawki , Basi,j-.ustarbekylkindi tdacnters protectachaad fed hiBee the amunt of

Szymon Goldberg, Archive of the Jewish Hi storical I nstit
Mahorowka,and Apol oni aR&maGEskaz edas;w ZaggadB, Inewept@arz201Ar kKh.
1i 900 / Holocaust Survivor Testimonies Catalogue: Jewish Historical Institute Archives, Record Group 301, No. 1

900( War saw: t ydows k iy Instytid NapkoweBadawézys 1998), wal. ZLn22Abraham (Abram)

Kolski was part of a group of prisoners who escaped during the uprising in Treblinka. All nine fugitives, among them

Gustaw Boraks, Heniek Klein, Henoch Brener (Henry Brenner), Stasiek Kélteert Kohen, and Erich (Shaya)

Lachman, were hidden for the remainder of the war on a far
Julian Pogorzelski and his elderly father Julian Pogorzelski. Throughout the entire period the Pogprzelsled the

fugitives with all their needs, cared for their health, and obtained medicine for them when they fell ill. (Heniek Klein

had tuberculosis and passed away in the hiding place.) When the fugitieegeel from hiding as the Soviet front

passeahrough, their presence became known to the neighbours but no one betrayed them when the Germans returned

for a brief period of time. See the oral history interview with Abraham Kolski, March 29, 1990, United States

Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washingtdn,C; Testimony of Abram Kolski, Shoah Foundation Institfde Visual

History and Education, University of Southern Califorrigterview code 49970; testimony of Gustaw Boraks, Yad

Vashem ArchivesGutman and BendeThe Encyclopedia of the Righteous Agdime Nationsvol. 5: Poland,Part2,

625 26. After his escape from Treblinka during the revolt in August 1943, Isadore Helfsgfirst taken in by a

farmer, and then stayed with a partisan group until Soviet forces liberated the artee &a¢ hisbry interview with

Isadore Helfing, September 3, 1992, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, WashingtéteibykP oswolski,

who was injured while escaping during the revolt in Treblinka and made his way back to Warsaw, was sheltered by

Feliks and Maa WidyWi r s ki in Podkowa LeSna and nursed Theack to he
Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Nations 5: Poland, Part2, 863 According to one eyewitness, some

Jewish escapees from Treblinka were accepted intoalomeny unit in the vicinity of Cera
See J- zeNa - rrzsekgio, Siedice: Siedleekje Tawarzystwo Naukov@®06).Yosef HaezrahB ¢ r ge r ,

one of the fAoperativeso of Jewi sh or gidreniskheketed y Chwistimnh o, aft er
Poles described the fate of two Jewish teenagers who managed to escape from a train on its arrival in Treblinka and

were sheltered in a village near dahbeyacdamif wereflamonghene of t he

Jews in the wagons that reached the Treblinka village railroad station before they could be moved to the extermination

camp. While they were waiting, the people in the wagon broke through the wooden floor and several escaped. The

guards chased anddit at them but the two children managed to reach a house in the village and hide there, terrifying

the owner, whose own children were playing in the yard. When she saw the guards pursuing them, the woman directed

the guards to her own house. The guardd sha he womanés <chil dren, assuming that
youngsters who were hiding in the house. The terrified woman regained her composure quickly and decided that if this

was her fate, she had no choice but to raise the Jewish youngsteopefatve did not the source of the information

about these children after the war but was told that emissaries had been sent to remove them several times, failing each

time. In 1947, when he was asked to deal with their removal, the children were sintesaventeen years old. They

knew they were Jewish but refused to | eave their &édmother,
children and had saved them. The mother left the decision up to them: both persisted in their refusaliaed irem

thevilage 6 See Emunah Diddiny iHearts:)yThe@arhoray of Jewish Children from Gentile Families

in Poland in the Immediate Pelliblocaust YeargJerusalem: Yad Vashem, 2009), PB2281 Two train jumpers

from a transport to Treblka joined at least seven other Jews sheltered by the Postek family, farmers in Stoczek

WhngrowsKki, from the summer and fall of 1942. Stani sgaw P
Henryk, were arrested on September 5, 1943 for shelterimgle St ani sgaw Postek and his son
War sawds Pawiak prison. The father was sent to Auschwit z,

fro Pawiak in November 1943, but-agrested the following June. Their mother, Juliartieg on September 6, 1943
as a result of the torture she endured atSeehldkmandlaands of G
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Namysgo and Gr zeRpgrestBerfarkdt-,w adcp.r.esj i na obywatelach pol s
okrese | | woj nfyWeérws aw:owlenst yt utKomamj AciSscNgaodaw&jpbr odni przec
Polskiemu, 2014), 2652.

Treblinka escapee Samuel Willenberg stresses the risks involved in as#stisg fugitivesWhena revolt broke
out in Tredinka on August 2, 1943the Germans mobilized their forces (including the Ukrainian camp guaadis
hundreds of SS soldiers dispatched from Magki phand, Sokog-w
conducted a thorough search of the entire aeing up checkpoints on the roads and combing nearby villages and
sear chi ng v iStelWilgnbergSuivivihgolrelgliska25, 143 48; Treblinka Museum, Extermination Camp
Hi story: fiDefi ance and Uprising, O
<http://www.treblinka.bho.pihdex.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=48&Itemid=48 See  Willenberg,
Surviving Treblinka25, 144. Richard Glazer notes that bandit gangs roamed around robbing and posing as partisans,
but had finothing in common Riehad GlazepTaap Withs &meen FanteaSurvivaline n a me . 0
Treblinka(Evanston, lllinois: Northwestern University Press, 1998). Escapees from Treblinka also had to contend
with being stripped of their money by unscrupulous fellow Jews. Aerander Donat, ed.The Death Camp
Treblinka: A DocumentaryNew York: Holocaust Library, 1979141 42. After the war, when some local people
started to dig up the site of the Treblinka camp looking for gold and other valuatieSpommunist Polish partisan
units carried ait punitive expeditionsagainst therobbers SeeWac gaw POlkWwads KRAir mi i Krajowej So
Podl aski i SN pid944 (Wasaw:. $.p.,01991)daBisz Bechta and Leszéke b r o ws KNargdowe d s .
S §Zprojne na Podlasiy vol. 2: W walce z systemerkomunistycznym w latach 194952 (Siedice Zwi Nz e k
t ogni erodowychS®i @brojnych 1998), 201;Kaz i mi er z Krajewski anGlu phem&and Gabu
iMgot o fAHuzar o: Dzi agal no Si i1852)(Waraw:B/olyngrs 8002), @EKbzen@z k i e ] AK (!
Krajewski, AWy kNasz®mennikslarch §6 20blr(Freach peasants weatsoknown to dig into the
lavatories of deported Jews in search of gdBhyiettroops stationed in nearby towns played a leading role in these
sordid activites by forcing villagers to plant explosives, landmines and bombs that were detonated to create deep
hollows; unearthed Jewish corpses were then robbed of any valuables. This was done without interference from the
local Communist security officials, whosal likely benfitted from the gravedigging. The number of Jews among the
security officials in the county seat in Siedlce, as well
and Pawe@dTRepemhiaca zdjdwa da mFebraasy B8, 20h1Kadzimiérz Krajewski,fiKto
profanowadg gr odNwsz bziennikiarci 16,e201llHoweker, these robbers did not remove gold teeth
from Jewish cadavers, as some allege. Gold teeth were extracted from the mouths of deacaeamtf Jewish
prisoners called Adentists, o0 which included prisoners who

The prisoner work team known as the Dentisten was located between the gas chambers and the burial
ditches. It numbered about twenty to thirty me&hose job was to extract, with pliers, the gold,
platinum, and false teeth from the corpses. The dentists also examined the bodies, especially those of
the women, for valuables hidden in the body orifices. Part of the team worked at cleaning and sorting
the extracted teeth and preparing them for shipment.

The clothes and belongings of Jewish prisoners were handled by a teasatéd&oldjuden:

This group comprised of approximately twenty people, most of them former jewellers, watchmakers,
and bank d@rks. Their task was to receive and sort the money, gold, valuables, foreign currency, and
bonds taken from the deported Jews.

Some of this group worked at the undressing area, receiving money and valuables from the victims
on their way to the gas chaens. Members of this group had to carry out body searches on the
women after they had stripped and before they were taken to the gas chambers. The women had to lie
on a special table, where they would be thoroughly searched, including in their genitalia.

One section of this group worked at the square and stores where the belongings left by the victims
were sorted and checked. They received the money and valuables and prepared them for shipment
from the camp.

These fAGold Jewso0 wervieged, batausedhey ceuld secretly sighameoff y
money and valuables of considerable worth, evening the camp.

On their part the SS personnel needed them to secure their share of the wealth that passed through
the camp.

Samuel Willenbergan inmate bTreblinka,writes:
The prisoners responsible for collecting and sorting the gold, jewellery, money and other valuables
which had reached the transport square were known as Goldjuden, and wore yellow shoulder bands to

distinguish them. At any one timeweral of them would wander about the soryagd collecting
any valuables we had found in the clothing.
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Goldjuden were considered the elite of the prisoners, their work was relatively tranquil, they sat in a
closed, warm hut under the supervisiorS& man Franz Suchomel, a German from the Sudetenland,
who spoke good Czech. Suchomel usually assigned Czech Jews to this kommando, who came from
Theresienstadt.

Ordinary prisoners were not admitted to the hut where the Goldjuden did their work, tjied&old
were better dressed, than the other prisoners, going about in elegant coats, colourful scarves and
leather gloves. They looked more like bankers than prisoners, especially when carrying the briefcases
in which they stored the valuables found in thathing of people who had just then been murdered.

See AJewish Working Kommandods in the Aktion Reinhard Deat
Team, Internet: <http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/ar/Jewish%20Kommando/jewishkommandodatsed
on Arad,Belzec, Sobibor, Treblinkd02, 108, 112, and Willenber§urviving TreblinkaAbraham Kolski, was part of
a team of several hundred workers that sorted clothing, tlualkal Sorting Team for Clothing and Belongings
(Lumpenkommandpstates that it was they who frequently buried in the ground money, gold, diamonds, and other
valuables in order to keep them out of the hands of the Germans. See the oral history interview with Abraham Kolski,
March 29, 1990, United States Holocaust Menmdviaseum, Washington, D.C.

Escapees who managed to make it back to their towns were disbeli@vedeNh Radom believesscape@athan
Berkowitd st ory about the destination of the deportahion train
Council, but he call ed me a SédeAlfeed Lipaom,ced. Thh Boskeofl Radoen: Theut o f his
Story of a Jewish Community in Poland Destroyed byNgms (New York: The United Radomer Relief of the United
States and Canada963), ¥ . Davi d B aMa# Rosandumanhsl ireTaeblinkd. He was deported from my
hometown of Kozienice to Treblinka with all the people. He sneaked into Pionki camp where | was, because he had a

sister who was there. He told everybody that in Treblinkeee y body was kil l ed, and we didnbd
people who the Germans took to Treblinka: gassed them. And we called him&razg:s cr azy, he must be ¢
would they kill everybody, women and children, for nothingfid he was telling usBelieve it! | saw it. They killed

everybodp nobody &9 Hleievd!Int ervi ew with David Bayer, First Persol
Museum.

Many examples of assistance for Jews who jumped out of trains headed for TreblinkésbbheenrecordedHersh
Blutman from Ciechanowiec jumped from a train heading for Treblinka when it was only three kilometres away from
the camp. Bruised and limping, Blutman turned to his hometown, asking local farmers from whom his father used to
buy produce fohelp. Although they all fed him and allowed him to rest, no one was willing to shelter him until, after
many days of wandering, he reached the village of Wdiar o gy wher e he was taken in by H
Komiazyk. SeeGutman and Bendef,he Encglopedia of the Righteous Among the Natjormd. 4: Poland, Part 1
36667.Wacgaw | glicki (then Szul Steinhendler) from telech- w,
Guk-w or Siedlce, stated: i P e o thdt ebjeativelyg: dvhen ib cameet@a brdadgor hel p ou't
something else, they shared. But finding a place to sl eep
to have us over for a night, or for a longer stay. That was understandable, becauserifsyier ¢hat in every village,
in every community, there was a sign saying that for hiding, for any help given to a Jew, there was the death penalty,
itds hard to be surprised that people didne@dthawawasa t o have

Jew. Because | |l ooked poor, obviously. Ragged, dirty. Wand
go. € Because of that, many knew i mmediately they were dea
of Waclawl gl i c ki , September 2005, I nternet: <http:// www. centro

May 1994 (in the author 6s p ®Osrisgetsedirstdays of Sepgteanbes 1042, abtheagfeut r z e b a
of 14, | jumped out of a movingain destined for Treblinka, through an opening (window) of a cattle car loaded to

capacity with Jews from the Warsaw Ghetto. Wandering over fields, forests and villages, at first in the vicinity of

Wo §omi n, and | ater of Zambemiwer ,| ifrounde mgseaf of i Hodpserew
Throughout my wandering, the peasants for the most part were amenable to put me up for the night and &0 feed me

some either suspecting my doseplgS. Kurzelwdhe Contracs Alifenfay alnfe t o ad mi t
(New York: iUniverse, 2009), 50ffRuth Altbeker Cypys, who jumped from a train headed for Treblinka, recalls

various instances of assistance from railway guards, villagers, pags@assengers, and even a gang of robbers. See

Ruth Altbeker CyprysA Jump for Lifet A Jump For Life: A S uQcaupied CPolabdNew o ur n al fr
York: Continuum, 1997), 97, 10210. The brothers Sandor and Shalope&or jumped out of two separate trains

headed for Treblinka and both of them survived t h t he hel p of friendly Pol es. See S
the Death Trains, 0 i Helv¥Memarial BookMalivah,NNevo Jersely: dacab,Solaendn. Berger,

1992), 8182. Maria Bregman jumped out a train from Warsaw headed for ifikehlinjuring her head. When she

regained consciousness, she dragged herself to a village where, posing ineptly as a Polish woman, her wounds were

treated by villagers. When German gendarmes arrived the next day looking for Jewish escapees, she teas asked

leave. Testimony of Fruma Bregman, Archive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw), no. 301/1984, p. 14. When

the brothers Henry and Abe Feigelbaum ecaped from the train taking them to Treblinka, they hid in nearby forests for
several weeks befordttey made their way at night to the home of Czesg
near their hometown of Mordy, where they survived in a bunker dug under the granaBut8e& and Bendefhe
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Germans in order to rob Psli peasants. They immediately threatened a farmer at gunpoint and waylaid

individual farmers who were transporting goods. Acatggdo Saul (Shlomo) Kuperhand,

A farmer chopping wood nearby soon spotted us. Stefan said that we should kill the farmer so h
would not send the Germans after us. But Hochko told him that killing an innocent man would
accomplish nothing. In fact, Hochko went right up to the man and demanded his identification
papers, which he then pocketed.
ifWe are a groupsohe2B8Qoesiloahp&d pold the frightened f a
trouble from the Germans we will kill you and your entire family. We know who you are. We will
burn your farm to the ground. o &
We had been without food or drink for nearly two days, sincapsg from Treblinka. Only
Shmulik and Hochko had the ability to confront people without arousing suspicion, so the two of
them, with our one rifle, approached an isolated farmhouse.
Hochko knocked on the door and began speaking to the farmer intgeofest, which was his
native tongue. He said that he and his men were members of the Polish underground and that the
farmer should not fear his [ Ger man] uni form or the ri
Hochko and Shmulik food for themselves andfthe o | di er s o i n the nearby woods. &

Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natiamog, 4: Poland, Part 1 239. The brothers Leibel and Efraim
Tchapowicz, who jumped from the Treblinkaund train during the liquidatiodktioni n Kaguszyn, were hi dde
few months by a Pole named Strychalski, who continued to provide them with nesegisitiethey were living in the
forest. See Leibel and Efrai m Tchap o8efecKaluszyi:ldehdylikndgr, 6 i n A.
khorev gevorener kehil@el Aviv: Former Residents of Kaluszyn in Israel, 1961), 397ff., translatdtheMemorial

Book of Kaluszyninternet: <http://jewishgen.org/Yizkor/kaluszyn/Kaluszyn.htnifer additional accounts of Jews

who escaped from Treblinka, or trains headed there, and who returned safely to their homes with the aid of random
Poles along the wa see:account of David Wolf irEntertainment and Ball Given by the United Wisakowsker and
Woltchiner Relief, Internet: <http://www.jewishgen.orglyizkor/Vysokoye/Vysokoye.html>, translation of Samuel
Levine and Morris Geviz, eds.,Yisker zhurnal gadmet diumgekumene fun Visoka un VoltgMaw York: United

WisokoL i t ows ker and Woltchiner Rel i ef, 1948) ; Weenoriale | Wol f , f
Book of KrynkiInternet: <http://www.jewishgen.orglyizkor/Krynki/Krynki.html>, trdagon of D. Rabin, ed Pinkas

Krynki (Tel Aviv: Former Residents of Krynki in Israel and the Diaspora, 1970), 290; Gitta SémtoyThat
Darkness: From Mercy Killing To Mass Murdé@lew York: McGrawHill, 1974), 149 56; Donat,The Death Camp
Treblinka, 135, 142, 24849 (one of the Poles who helped a Jewish escapee was a member of anagjbiistist
organization); Isaiah Trunklewish Responses to Nazi Persecution: Collective and Individual Behavixtramis

(New York: Stein and Day, 1979), 10023 Benjamin Mandelkern, with Mark CzarnecKscape from the Nazis
(Toronto: James Lorimer, 1988), 59,i6G, 73 75; GrynbergK s i fga s pr 43@39e481; GlazefTeap With

a Green Fencel49 53 (the author passed through a long series of laesbiind when he was finally caught, it was not

by a Pole but by a Volksdeutsché&ba Wrobel GoldbergA Sparkle of Hope: An Autobiograpliylelbourne: n.p.,

1998), 98;Alina BacallZwirn and Jared Starllo Common Place: The Holocaust Testimony of AlineaB&wirn

(Lincoln and London: University of Nebraska Press, 1999)382 Henryk Grynbergbrohobycz, Drohobycz and

Other Stories: True Tales from the Holocaust and Life Aftéew York: Penguin Books, 2002), 1532; Eddi
Weinstein,Quenched Steel: ThedBy of an Escape from Treblinkderusalem: Yad Vashem, 2002); Irene Shapiro,
Revisiting the Shadows: Memoirs from Wam Poland to the Statue of Liberfilk River, Minnesota: DeForest

Press, 2004), 1890; Gutman and Bendefhe Encyclopedia of the gtiteous Among the Nationgl. 4: Poland,Part

1, 246, 348, 3663, 364, 36667, 461, and vol. 5:Poland,Part 2, 703; MaikDeliverance,87; HalinaGrubowska,
Haneczko, m(MentreslzPoliskemvish(Heritage Foundation of Canada, 2007)743Israel Cymlich and

Oscar StrawczynskiEscaping Hell in Treblinka(New York and Jerusalem: Yad Vashem and The Holocaust
Survivors6 Memoi r saamuelrDoassawVho W2II0ABIté Pur HistoBy8: Emafuel Ringelblum, the
Warsaw Ghetto, and the Oyneg Shabes ArcfiBl@omington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 2007), 310;
Krzysztof Czubaszelkt y d z i z Gu k(Warsaw: Danntalk 2008d), 20206, 251 Adek Stein, Australian
Memories of the Holocaust, Internet: <http://www.holocaust.com.au/mm/j_adek.migah: Standing Up: Jewish
Resistance during the HolocauBtarlinghurst, New South Wales: Sydney Jewish Museum, 2011), 6
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Shmulikés | eveled rifle encouraged the farmer to be
gangster friends would probably have murdered the farmer and his family and then taken
everything they had. Perhaps their waydmanore sense in the hellish world we lived in?
We wal ked for many kil ometers before resting again.
addressed us.
ié The safest way for us to get food is by intercept
market. Wew i | | wai t for an individual far mer , so we donot
putting up a fight.o
We al | |l i stened and then approved the plan. About f ol
lone farmer coming down the road in a wagon. Hochko @imuulik stood in the middle of the
road and Hochko called out to him in his excellent Ger
Seeing the uniform and hearing the German orders, the intimidated farmer pulled his wagon to a
complete halt. He cooperated withe interrogation, telling Hochko where he was going, where he
had come from, and what he was carrying in the wagon. The farmer denied carrying contraband
food for sale on the black market, but when he unloaded his wagon on the side of the road for
investigation, there was bread, milk, cheese, smoked ham, salami, bacon, and even water.
Hochko ordered the farmer to appear at Ger man police
morning to pay a fine of 200 Reichmarks. He would then have his documentedetitrim. If he
failed to appear promptly, the police would come to him. And this, Hochko assured him, would
prove to be a most unpleasant experience. &
As we walked, Shloimele challenged Hochko for the rifle that Hochko had been holding.
Shloimele assred us that he would get plenty of food for the five of us who remained together, but
Hochko categorically refused to give him the gun. Shloimele was a-stieet r t t hug €& Hochko
knew that Shl oi mel eds efforts woul chilsrimed hoesul tés, bu
Shloimele sneered at this suggestion [i.e., asking for food], saying that he knew the Polish people
much better and that force was the only way to get any
Shloimele left us around noon and made his way to a farmhBot#ly he looked through the
windows and then went right in. He headed straight for the hearth, knowing that farmers often
smoked meat by hanging it several feet up their chimneys. Sure enough, he found armfuls of meat.
He filled a sack with breadandhathe s aw a pot of soup on the stove ready
and poured it into a pail. He even took knives, forks, and dishes. Heavily laden, Shloimele made his
way back to us in the forest. He certainly earned his bragging rights.
We did not get @hance to enjoy this banquet at our leisure, however, because we suddenly heard
a fusillade of German automatic weapon fire spraying the woods and coming toward us. The

furious farmer must have gone right to the Nazi authoritfes.

On another occasion, tBewish band held a farmer hostatfeGiven such events, and as word got around,

is it surprising that Polish peasants came to see fugitive Jews as adversaries rather than merely victims?

129 Miriam Kupethand and Saul Kuperhan8hadows of TreblinkéUrbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press,

1998), 13033.
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Thus started a pattern that followed the following sequence: brabbeniesfollowedby retaliation (and
not vice versa). YeKuperhandalso goes on to describe the extensive assistance he received from Polish
farmers after leaving the group he initially foraged witf. Another escapee from Treblinka, Kalman
Taigman (Teigran), also joined a group of armed Jews who stole food from Polish farmers at gdifpoint.
Such testimoniesamong many othersefute the contention,stridently voiced by historians like Jan T.
Gross and Jan Grabowski, that Polish peagarged ondefencéessJewsfor their valuables or out of
sheer malicdecausef an allegedsocial consensusr finomo of behavioummong Pole$®
A similar situation prevai |l ewhereJews sutvieed Wthe forestbg nd No wo ¢

robbing farms Armed aggression directed at peasaptsvoked a like response from peasants and their

130 Kuperhand and Kuperhanfihadows of Treblinkd,53.
131 Kuperhand and Kuperhan&hadows of Treblinkal35 42. Although this book contains sxal derogatory
references of a general nature to the Home Army, it does n
Miriam Kuperhanddéds familybés rescuers, were actually Home A
and interogated by the security service, but received no assistance from their former Jewish charges. See Chodorska,

Godni synowie naszej OjczyzRgrt Two, 17987.

132Testimony of Kalman Taigman, Yad Vashem Archivide,03/1586 as ci ted i n Rétupekézech Gukasz
niebezpi Odbzse@stywd2Sne w General nym Guber n&tdoorvwsstkwieej ,joa kion mi
Grabowski,Okupowana Europal,32.

13¥5ee Jan Tomasz Gross Zmgd tler ddma war u Rzie@zk me Bayarg s zag Ga diy d z
tyd(Wrak: - w: Z tmaaslated a&olderi Hlarvest: Events at the Periphery of the Holocghsiv York:

Oxford University Press, 2012@nd Jan Grabowsk] udenj agd: Pol owidmides : ne&Stwuyd uvwn H24 2]
pewnego powiatfWarsaw St owar zyszeni e Centrum Bada@nhephndddaggadN t yd-
Hunt for the Jews: Betrayal and Murder in Germ@acupied Poland(Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana

University Press, 2013Jsrabowski writes (at p. 166§iThe motivatons of rescuers varied from case to case. If the

helpers, however, acted out of compassion, they broke a certain consensus in their own community. Within this

consensus there was no place for helping deBath these books have come under severe crititism major Polish

historians for their methodology and conclusioBee, fo e x ampl e, Pawed Machcewicz, fiRecer
6Zgotych Uni wé: HiGazetoWybaczaz #@mga@dowanial,,o 2011; BoUena Szayn
spokoWinine,7 @011):1628; BoUena Szaynok, AtydowwWakejzgowej nlai kotSe
badawczej J aWiannd., 10 (L1 9®J, 0 Marek Jan Chodaki ewicz, fiRef |l ek
podej Sciedo and Piotr Gontarczyk, foJak fakty sN przeci wko
ZgotycdndinTavmasza Gr c€hodabéi ewi MarakhdJ WojZgetceh sler dviu,s zoyaBs kz ¢
UOni wa: Studia nad woj enn\Warsaw: The Factmi201E26 64a Ki10&; MarektJgnd - w
Chodaki ewi cz, ARefl ecti oensOl dA Nletwh oWodr ka n db uRi otthre Gahmt ar czy |
Against Us, Too Bad for the Fact s 0 GoldénnHardeafrin Mrekdars z Gr 0s s 0's
Chodaki ewicz, Wojciech Jer zyGoltkn Barvestks Kearfs ofdhi?dStudlea onghg St yr na,
Fate of Wartime Poles and Jew@Vashington, D.C.: Leopolis Press, 2012163, 7096; Bogd an Musi ag,
fJudenjagd iumi ej nt ne dzi agani e dDzieezNajnowskeyod @3y inec 2 4201p)e15%0; di a, O
Krystyna Samsawa damewsk@d,ni 8@ DNb iW gidbz & (R011: 7834. (Typical of the level of

di scourse on such topics in the Western media, these reput
See Jerome Tayl or, fi S hoaf metf hud HThéc mdepemEiertirebouary h0e 2011i) &Hed s
photograptused by the Grosses as the point of departure and centrepiece of thelr fank e (Gblden Meavest

which allegedly portrayed Poles digging up Jewish remains in Treblinka irhsefagold, was exposed as bogus by

Polish journalists Michag MajewskKki and Pawed Reszka. See t
Gr ossowi e p o wiRrenzpospoltalaeupry 2223, 2011 and March 20, 2011, respectively. A namtif

Jews rescued by Poles spoke out against the thesis of the
Adam Sandauer. Unfortunately, Jan T. Gross shows signs of being unbabalnced in his dealings with individuals as

well. He verbally abusethe journalists who exposed his photograph and after a TV talk show featuring his book, he

accosted one of the guest speakers, Rev. Tadeusz Isakbwidze s ki , yel ling at him repeatedly
Paweg Lisicki, fi t Raczpdspolitadpriel5, 2N do piekga, o
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protectors. The followin@ccountdescribes the activities of a grodpwish forest dwellers who acquired
weapons and staged forays in béerbbedotbysBdei eThpgar w

had troubldinding recruits in largely Polish and Lithuanian areas.

[In mid-July 1943:] Leiba [Kobrowski] insisted they should all move from their current location to
the forest near Marcinkance [Markira Ec e ] , where a sizeable group of Jews
Marcinkance and Pozecze [Porzecze] had gathered ¢é They
was much denser and access was more difficult. €
Izak [Kobrowski] came to the conclusion that they hadhave weapons: their money was
running out and the only way to survive was to take food by force. A decision had to h& made
were they to buy weapons or use the rest of that money to buy food and hope that the war would
soon be over ? ¢ sait Lymgin,radiend of lIzaksdid thera &vo rifles, one-sub
machine gun, grenades and some ammunition. Izak had to teach the men how to use and clean a
weapon. &
The 6food operationsd now dominated theasr | ife. The m
40 or 50 kilometres from their camp in the forest. After arriving at their destination they would
observe the activity in the village and around the target house before going in, preferably on a dark
night. They surrounded the house with four meauth two of them were unarmed, and Izak, with
the submachine gun, was the one who demanded food. They usually took flour and dried peas;
potatoes were too heavy. They sometimes took a calf or a pig which they slaughtered and cut into
chunksonthespothTe roundtrip took about four to five days. &
Their group now comprised over 30 people. &
Not far from their camp, [in the spring of 1944] they encountered a detachment of regular Red
Army partisans. Well dressed in warfoufaikas(parkas stuffed wit cotton and wool), well fed
and well armed, they were supplied throughdrops. The site of the family camp was attractive to

them because it was well camoufl aged. The partisans ga
Germans. Ifyouwanttohelsu i n this task, you are welcome to stay. |
because you will endanger wus all!é

The unit was composed of some 25 men and five woman, all volunteers. The commander,
comrade Finkel, was i n his @&heddpyty contmander was &, a Jew from
wo man. € They had all recently been parachuted into th
to disorganize the thinly stretched Wehrmacht supply lines before a major attack was to begin in
the summer. €

Finally, after meh haggling [among the Jews], Izak prevailed and Commander Finkel made him
Nachalnik Spetsyalnovo Semyeynovo Partisanskovo Otfyzatamander of the Special Family

Partisan Detachment}?

In his memoirsTuvia Bielski mentions a group of Jewish stragglevhom the Soviet partisans were

allegedlyi nt ent on mur der i ng :Obefkowaze nedr Bworzdf; therenwad dfarmbne vi t z |

134BIumstein,A Little House on Mount Carme335 40.
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which there was a group of armed Jews who robbed by night and did nothing during thEhelay.
population round about eve angry and complainirg® Their leader was Israel Kesler (or Kessler)
reportedly a thief and arsonistho ran a brothel in Naliboki before the wafter receiving arultimatum,
Kesler agreed to joithe Bielski groupsometime around December 1942 followingaredescriptiors of
the so-calledKesler group:

A native of the small town Naliboki, Kesler wasprofessional thiefBefore the war hepent

severalyearsinprisonée Li ke the Bielskis, he never became a ghettc
a group of Jews from Naliboki and from the work camp Dworzec. Though his connections to

Belorussian peasants hequiredguns and ammunition and a place to $tdy.

When AbrahanjViner, also a native of Nalibokiinet Kesler he asked to be accepted intaihig

but Kesler refused, saying, A6You cannot stay with us.
You would not be able to kill, to fight, you are not f
the others were not accepted. We were oftheesa s oci al background. We had no arm

Better suited for life in the forest, Kesler looked down on Jews whom he felt did not fit in. In fact,

most young workinglass men seemed to resent and envy those who had been their social
superiors befar the war-*’

Ke s | er dvas apble to seque measure of autononauring the German raids on Naliboki forebt
the summer of 1943t set upits own camp and became notorious for robbing pea¥rfte main Bielski
group was not immune from such akes either:

Undisciplined rough behavior was not limited to Russian partisans. When most of the Bielski

people reassembled, complaints about one of their own group leader, Kaplan, were also heard.

Local farmers on whose goodwill they depended accusedaKapid a few of his men of robbery.

These forcible confiscations included money and valuab
Hersh Smol ar, a prominent partisan and a member of t

accusation was that the Jews had been robbing the peasantdaRéeyothes, not only bread.

[General]Platon let me read the document.
ilt was indeed true. There were some Jewish partisans

allowed to take anything but ®™ood, but the Jews did ta

135 Nirenstein,A Tower from the Enem$57 58. See also Kowalskinthology on Armed Jewish Resistance, 1939

1945,vol. 4 (1991), 50010. For more about the exploits of tHesler group see Te®efiance,75 77; Duffy, The
Bielski Brothers119 22.

136 Tec,Defiance,76.

187 Tec,Resilience and Courag286.

138 Tec, Defiance, 128 29, 178 79; Duffy, The Bielski Brothers84 85, 204.

1397¢c, Defiance,124i 25, 151.
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Both Kesle and Kaplan, as well as other partisans, were eventually exdoytibe Bielski brothersfor

their communal transgressioasch asnsubordination, subversion, lack of disciplimiésputes over stolen

property,etc!*° There is no evidence thanhy Jew vasever punished for excesses committed against the

local populaton despi t e Boithelcantkaryid areport hee isubmitted to the Sovietipreme

command outlining the history of the detachmiéhtn the spring of 1944Kesler denounced Tuvia Bidis

to General Dubov for financial mismanagement (misappropriation of gold, jewelry and money) and asked

for permission to form a separate detachmégaring that Kesler was planning to usurp his authority,

Bielski had Keslearrested an@ut to death fothwing a quick trial HethendenounedKeslerto the Soviet

command as a fAmapnbEstena a@adr didajndk &, who was a membe
showered praise on Bielski fdris efforts to save Jews, describe he @A power sehtrelyggl ed i n
different light

In 1943 Bielski surrounded himself with members of the command such as Gordon, Malbin,

Fotasznik, etc. They played cards all dayg and were never sober. The command ate very well

when everyone else got watery soup. There was digstisfaction in the camp, but discipline was

so strong that no one dared to say anything. Kesl er we
permission to organize an independent unit. When the command found out about this, they entered

K e s | zemlaéhlsain a drunken state and arrested him. This was in March 1944. The next day they

took Kesler out of detention and Bielski himsghiot him three times. He was drunk. Hédgo the

deceased Kesl| downy dilyoudum. |WhygdondHeyhedsrpsenswer now?
two more times. The command ordegmmeJews to bury Kesler. They madesmall moundfor

him. The command told them to remove the moundwipeé his graveoff the face of the eartl&

A report was written that Kesler was killed becate had left the unit without the permission of

the command (when he had gone to see Sokolovjaandbberieson the civilian populationé A

few days before wgined up with the Red Army, retreating German units wantedutadraough

the forest angtumbledupon us. We engaged in combat. Eight people from our unitGelidon

among them. The Germans lost 40 men. The daynarehed out ofhe forest, Bielski killed Faivl

140The following executions are mentioned in the literature on this topic:Oeftance,125 (according to Tec, Kaplan

was executed by Zus Bielski), 778 ( Bi agobr oda, all egedly an informer for th
18283 (according to Tec, K was executed by Asael Bielski), 200 (Polonecki); Leviggitives of the Forest,

261 (Kesler); Duffy,The Bielski Brothers]187 (Kaplan), 24345 (Kesler and abarb®d i kel vy Bivwdalbr od a
collaborated with the Nazis in Lida), 258 (another exeoitid-or other examples of punishment for internal

disciplinary transgressions see Dufffhe Bielski Partisan®218. Semen Zorin was known to execute an 11 eyeb2

old boy for leaving the partisan base against orders. See Levigiives of the Fores64.

MliJewish Units in the Soviet P XadWaskemStudidspl 28 (1698) 409: Sel ect ed

ANo particularly negative aspects of fulfilling the tasks
instances of despolian of the local population by partisans of our detachment. The command nipped these events in
the bud by taking extraordinary measures, i.e., execution

142MusiaI,Sowj etische Part i283205e2i4.i n Wei CruCl and,
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Pogoniecki, aundérgtandhédre wasma didpute betwieen Bielski amddPo ni e ¢ k i over
some[stolen] clothed®®

Anatol Wertheim describes the antics®fmen Zorinthe leader of his Sovietewish unit who had a
habit of descending on a village with a company of men, pressuring the villagers into giving in marriage a
peasat girl he had taken a liking toAfter nuptials and celebrations that lasted for several daysn
abandoed his new bridé?** The most candid description, however, is that of Yakov Ruvimovich, who

joined up with the Soviet partisans after being sheltbyea Belorussian family for over a year.

About half of ourpeoplewere Jews, but what kind of partisans were thid/they did wasrob and

rape. They |liked taking me along with them when they
icome wi tcdl wassa youngSoynl was afraid and did not breathe a word. They raped

whomever they came across. Once | went to our | eader, R
better be quiet, you mothéruc k er , 06 he bawled me out. usBCan you prove
usually stood watch on the street. They enjoyed taking the wives of [Polish] officers. They all

enjoyed that®®

Examples of the activities of unprincipled Jewish bands have been recorded bin Jather parts of
Poland as well:

Thus, in Galiciawhere in the absence of an organized-@#iman partisan movement groups of

armed Jews simply tried to survive in the forests, there were cases of fratricidal murder motivated

by the urge to obtain ar ms. In thepBiaefydewk, [BEafheyo
were called, raped several Byelorussian peasant girls and stabbed to death two Jewish partisans of

the Jewish Foroi fi F o r \Datachineit to get hold of their riflé€,

[In the environs of Buczacz, Tarnopol Province:] The Jewishdits were no better than the
[Ukrainian] murderers. They fell on the Jews in hiding, on the Jews in the forests and robbed them

naked. That happened to Shaul Enderman and dtffers.

143 Accownt of Estera Gordejska, dated August 9, 1945, Archive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw), no.

301/568.Gorodejska states that Kesler was a prewar horse trader and part of the criminal underworld, but was friendly
and popular with many in the unit.

YwWertheim, fitydowska @Eesaytylistoayozhelo.®86 (h988):B48.Jor usi , O

“SHugoBader, #AA rewolucja to pGaexWyedczanVagagya Gazétfarsap)r zyj e mno S
November 15, 1996.

146Ainsztein,JeWish Resistance inaldi-Occupied Eastern Europ805.

17 pccount of Dr. Avraham Halfan, in I. Kahan (Yisrael Cohen), &kfer Buczacz: Matsevet zikaronkkhila
kedosha(Tel Aviv.: Am Oved, 1956), 234; translated into EnglishBaok of Buczacz: In Memory of a Martyred

Comnunity, Internet: <http://www.jewishgen.yizkor/buchach/buchach.htmi>.
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To Buczacz they brought Jews from the town of Tgumacz.

so-called band. This was a group of young, armed boys. Brave and determined for anything, they
were the scourge of the area. They even robbed theioffédtethrent®

A group of Ukrainian fApartisanso counting Jews among

and murdered in the vicinity of Kopyczy®Ee east of

[ I n Vol hyni a:] A group of Jewish families called
Ukrainian farmers for food and clothes, dividing the loot among themselves. To be part of their

group became a privilege with many benefits. Gershon wanted to join them, but Moishe did not. As

chance would have it, Gershon found a gun without bullets. lyrri Moi sheés advi ce, Ger sho

approached the leader of The Tenth, asking to join. They turned him down.

The Tenth became a power to be reckoned. Originally thought of as an elite group of Jews, it was
discovered that their acts of force were motivatedh®yr own selfish needs and gratification. It
was while hundreds of Jews were hiding in an area known as Abluva, that the true character of the
Tenth was realized. The Tenth became aware that the Germans had discovered where the Jews
were hiding. Insteadfanforming everyone of the intended raid, they left unannounced for Russia,
leaving the others unprepared for the assault that folldWed.

Robbing peasants with the use of firearms was a common occuttéAcgewishled band ofeightJews

and Ukrainias (the latter may have bedews posing as Ukrainignsivaded the convent of the Sisters of

thel mmacul ate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

in the early morning hours of April 16, 1944, as the Ger3awviet front was advancing nearby, on the
pretext of looking for German officers. After robbing the nuns, the assailants proceeded to forocedhe
the chapel, beating them mercilessly on their heads with the butts of their guns until blood flowedf Some o
the younger nuns managed to escape and hide, and the bandits directed theigaimattihe elderly nuns
whom they abused physicafly?

Af ter |l eaving t he gh éot theonearby fordsiEiiad Mygidand seveRloJdws a s k i
formed agroupthatrobbed farmersthreatening to shoot them if they did not provide them with food. They

148

obozach49. See also the testimony Bf- Ua D o Archigecok the, Jewish Historical Institute (Warsawy. 301/
2274.

14QSzewczNaCI:'s;zke'e ,Ko®ly czy Ec e,

150 Apram, The Light After the Darl95.

151 gee, for example, Menachem KaBath of Hope(New York and Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, and Tidobhust

Survivorsd MemolBli85, 1K868) eKuropaoa) ki near BrzeUany)

152

obr zNdku gaci Es kiiledg OWarsaw: InstytutPcalmi & ® B 9 NKaormidsgvae j Sci gani a
przeciwko Narodowi Polskiemu, 201@gi 83.

104

l zak Szwar c, AfBuczacz: Obozy pr acy RuchgpédaiédmnywagbditaciBiuc zacza, 0

Agnieszka MichnaSiostry zakonrieo f i ary zbrodni nacjonalist-w ukrai GKkich



moved eastward after the farmers complainechéoauthorities and the Germans organized a raid. They
came across several others Jamdfibe gan t o lifemfndueal tthandi ts, Bl underi nc

Such occurrences were not unique to that area but were widesirieasome cases, members ofvilh

forest groups turned oneachotieh e f ol | owi ng account is from the Guk: .

There was a Hgearold boy in our group, ltche Meir, whose parents had owned the paint factory
in Lukow [ Guk- - w]. After explaining that his parents we
the family gold wasuried in an old caston pot. Two of our group, brothens-lawd one a little
shoemaker and the other a strapping hulk of a man who had worked in a slaugherhouse
volunteered to go with him to find the gold.
After a few days, the men came back alone ®ld us that Itche Meir had changed his mind and
run away. At first we believed therbut | soon became suspicious because of the way they were
behaving. | started to worry as to what really happened to the young boy.
A few days later, abpeddled ny wares, oneof myust omer s t ol d me hedd found a fr

near the road. That night | t oDogling it w mynfears wi t h me t o f
became a reality: there was poor Itche Meirbés body wi:
campwe found the suspected murderers. We said, i We f oun
hi m?2o

The shoemakes t art ed crying and c o-imfaw sosteldl.thekid,bubegged my brot
he didnét I|Iisten.o He pleaded with us and cried. &
Theb g guy, on the other hand, was a difnferent story. |
| awbs accusation, he just sat there with his rifle é \
his rifle away. The next day, one man was assigned to take lEmid® the forest and execute

him. Our judgment was swift, his execution jiSt.

153 Account of Elias Magid, Archive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw), no. 301/2019, cit€dajka,

Mg odk ogwse&kmd HMeffj s.kRael acj e z  dyzlawentawHolaaugt §Sairvivor Testimonies
Cataloguevol. 3,18.

Bijanki el Grynbl att, who survived by working as a tailor f
acquaintance to join a forest group made up of escaped Soviet prisoneas arid Jews who survived by robbing

Polish farmers. After their numbers increased, the largely Jewish group linked up with Serafim Alekseev, a Soviet

officer who escaped from a German prisoner of war camp and oversaw a number of partisan groups ioperating

G u k -Garwolin area. During a raid, villagers shot two Jewish partisans itlekeliice. The Jewish partisan group

was subsequently attacked by a Home Army unit who sought to protect the villagers from further roWliesies.

Jewsh partisanstole a pj from a farm in the winter df943,which represented a major loss to the average peasant,

the aggrievedfarmer informed the German authoriti€$he Germansneticulouslycounted and taggdd/estocksuch

as pigs and cowsand farmers wereequired to acaunt forany missinglivestock.) The Germans were able tack

downthe culprits as they had carelessly left a trail of bloothe snowfrom the slaughtered anim#dat led to their

bunker in the forest. Seven Jews were killed including some escapeedreblinka. In retaliation, Jewish partisans

shot the Polish farmer, w ing downalews Heavasdsimply ainndtentovictimafb or at or 6 h
robberywho soughprotection andin all likelihood would never haveet out to harm anyon8eeJ er zy Di at gowi c ki

and Janusz Roszkowski, eds.y d z i W939Mall 4c5e: Op-r i wal ka zi1945¢V8arsgwz mem w | at
tydowski I nstytut Historyczny i m. E. Ringel bl uma and Stowa

Woj ni e $wi puolodyiel), 1444250.1 0( Gr ynbl att 6s account adhepctviiess t o descr
of Serafim Al ekssevds [@Fdraddiizbsodnm$di26, B690,898302.r i bed i n Sul ej ,

155WrobeI,My Life My Way88i 89.
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Individual Jews were also known to murder ftmws without provocation. Majer Rubinfeld shot and
killed an unknown person Heappened to run acrossile hiding in a foresnear Rohatyn; afterwards, he
stole his gun and moné$. Rescuers of Jews could aliod themselvesamong tlose robbed byewish

forest groups:

Another Pole complained bitterly that his household was stripped bare of its belongings by a Jewish
partisan goup. Learning that he was actually involved in a Jewish network, they returned some of

his possessiosfibut only a ¥raction, o he said.

Nort hwest of Lublin, a | argely Jewish gang known as
named Kapica,&c ame notorious for pillaging in the countrys,]|

included Solomor(Shlomo)Morel **®

who eventually | oi Gwadliatudowy thReeopl ebs G
Moscowdirected Communist underground which was later transformedtitioe P e o p l[Aembas Ar my (
Ludow3, an organization whose record of robbery and violent crimes against the civilian population and

killing Jewish refugees was second to nbtlidewish bands were responsible for extensive plundering and

¥pi at §owi ckvski,agdzRo wz kladb ok 2, 209.3 9

157 samuel P. Oliner and Pearl M. Olin&he Altruistic Personality: Rescuers of Jews in Nazi Eufbjgsv York: The
Free Press/Macmillan; London: Collier Macmillan, 1988), 72

18 The Morel gang counted the Motalothers, Shlomo (Solomon) and Icek (Yitzhak), as its members. The gang was

reportedly liquidated by a Peopleds Guard detachment undei
members including Sol omon Mor el Acoureingeto FaabksBtaichmand howemer, 0 Kor c z y (
Yitzhak Mor el and another member of the Markusz-w group w
from a village, 0 and in retaliation the JeewsiSdFragnlarti sans ¢
Blaichman,Rather Die Fighting: A Memoir of World War (New York: Arcade, 2009), 689. Solmon Morel, who

falsely claimed to have been imprisoned in a Nazi camp du

After liberation, he joined the Communist security forces and worked as a guard at the notorious prison in Lublin

Castle where numerous Home Army members were tortured and murdered. He was transferred to a prison in
Tarnobrzeg. Afterwards he became the inffamous commafideroh e St al i ni st concentration ca
and Jaworzno. Another person who headed the Jaworzno labour camp for a period was named Grossman. See Henryk

Paj Nk, fi Ban Nasza Maskad pr w| 0 14, 1999; Zygmunt WeohgowzkachfAOb- z

Zgodzie i | elrieje Namowszg\besaw), nod 4 (1999): 186; Adam Dziurok, ed. and com@,b - z
pracy w $wintochgowicach w 1945 (Makws:awboK wnmd rytt wit Peam aircii a,
Komi sja $ci grazneicai wzkbor oNdanrio dpo wi Pol ski emu, 2002) , 29; Adam D

Sal omona BNarleltay,nd0 | nstyt utnos. ®7a@d0f:c4k4 5Narioldrofwerjmacja o dzi a
I nstytutu PaiKioméisj darsecd gweji a radbwi RPodkiemu vpakrese d lipeak200838 a

czerwca 2004 r.,0 Warsaw, January 2005 (Katowice sygnhatur a
AiSol omon Mor el i 0 bZ go dwli msptoynttuotc h B a miJaélya h 2083 pasteddave j
<www.ipn.gov.pl>. Adam Dziurok mentions several other Jewish partisans who became security officers and worked

as prison functionari es: Bernard Szwarc (Lublin, Bi agystol
(Lublin, Bi aggrm @iotdd ram&ma) ( L kel i n, Biaga Podl aska), Wgadysg
Sewer Rozen (the head of the prison in Barczewo).

®The Communi st Bwaod@a | Ledovad GLG whasal mebership included numerous Jews, was
infamous for robbing andommitting violent crimes in the Polish countryside. Its members also perpetrated murders on
numerous Jewish partisans and Jews hiding in the forests. Official reports of its numerical strength and military
accomplishments are grossly inflated. See Chasdkz, Nar o d o we S 96{08; ChbakiewjcaT agne oblicze

GL-AL i PPR,passim; GontarczykPolska Partia Robotniczgassim, especially 1782, 24575, 34450, 373, 381,
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murders in the Podlasiregion, north of Lublif®® In the vicinity of Oszmiana, west of Wilno, small bands
consisting of Soviets (former German prisoners of war) and Jews robbed and murdered the civilian
population. The Jewish bands were known for their cruelty, especiallymales the command of a Jewish
woman from Smorgonit®’

Throughout Poland Jews connected to Communist partisan formations clashed repeatedly with the anti
Communist underground and the civilian population, and in many cases robbery came to the forefront. A
Jewish uni't of the Peoplebs Guard known as the f#ALiIioO
prewar Communist Party membawnvicted prewar robber (who victimized both Poles and Jews), did little
else but plunder widely in the vidtg of Kielce. Tte local population undertook seléfence. Incensed,
foll owing out instructions from Moscow to cl ear t h
murdered seven Poles in Drzewica on January 20, 1943, and robbed their homes. Among the victims were
five members of the National Armed Forcésgd r o d o we  SDiN§2Z). AZldast a joren other Poles
on thar hit list were spared because thiggd andcould not befound As could be expected, this was
followedby retaliation by the Btional Armed Forceaganst the perpetrators, however, Ajzenman himself
eluded punishment. This was to be a major turning point in relations between the National Armed Forces

and the Communist partisan&.j zenman was sentenced to death by the

397, 399401; ChodakiewiczBetween Nazis and Soviei§4 55, 179, 188, 1988, 431;Krakowski, The War of the

Doomed9 4 . The murder of Jews in Krasnystaw by the Peopleds (
ruch oporu na Lubelszczy¥nie, 0 posted online at: <htpp:/1/
Membeg s of the Communist underground (Polish Workersdé Party)

ghetto in Warsaw and robbed Jews during the final stages of the Warsaw ghetto. See GoftalsizgkPartia

Robotnicza212 n. 43, and Yitzhak Zuekr ma n ( fAASouirplgs lobNlemory: Chronicle of the Warsaw Ghetto

Uprising (Berkeley, Los Angeles, and Oxford: University of California Press, 1993), The fact that they denounced

Poles to the Gestapo and murdered Jews during the German occupationd ot pr event Peopl ebds Guar
holding official positions, often important ones, in the postwar Communist regime, where they worked closely with

Jewi sh Communists and for mer p a-Caommsnisin Rolish undergradm®eat t i ng t he
Gontarczyk,Polska Partia Robotnicza407i4 2 0 . Peoplebs Guard members generally
collaborating with the Nazis, nor did the Security Office shy away from employing former Gestapo agents, among

them those responsible for thapture of Home Army Commnader General Stefan Row&de. Jacek Wilamowski,

Srebrni ki Judasza: Zdrada i kol aboracja: Konfidénci ni emi e
1945 (Warsaw: Agencja Wydawnicza CB Andrzej Zasieczny, 2004)j484 Wal demar Grabowski, i Ka
Kaczorowska w Biwiledtl yn alkrn s tUyBt, whos. 8 P (@AugistSeptemiéa200s)d 8100e |

Among the Gestapo agents from Pomerania employed in official positions were Alexander Arendt, Jan Szawlewski,

and Heinrich Kassner who also went by the name of Jan Kasz
k o mun iG@ a(WWarsaw), October 22, 29 and November 5, 2005. Characteristically, a man named Matys, who

became the terror of the ghetto irbilza, received the protection of the local Gwardia Ludowa and Armia Ludowa

leader whom he supplied with arms, and thus avoided the death sentence passed on him b@dhemumist Polish

underground. Matys served a prison sentence for his crimes afteattend was ostracized by the community. See

Piotr Rudnicki fiBorowiak, 06 ANa Lubel s zc ZlyoHme hitlerowskien St ani s g
na wsi polskiej w latach 1982945 (Kielce: Ludowe Towarzystwo Naukowu | t ur al ne elGadhdand a g w Ki
Warsaw: Muzeum Historii Polskiego Ruchu Ludowego, 2008)i 815

10 Mariusz BechtaRewol ucj a, mit, bandytyzm: Kol94biBSaijan®o®ods aai u
Rekonkwista; and Warsaw: Rachocki-ka& 2000), 81100. This valuable soce also describes robberies and rapes

that forest Jews experienced at the hands of Soviet and Gypsy bands. Ibid., 84. For additional examples of assaults and

robberies by Russian partisans in this area see Gitel Dadgth, Bones Dondt Rleosely Battleto Aus c hwi t z
Survive German Tyranr(Montreal: Kaplan, 1999), 103.

¥lwo gk on ®ks Kiig, Wil e@ ki 2Zwi Nzku Wal ki ZI945®5: Cledakiediczmi i  Kr aj ow
Narodowe S31dwldZbroj ne,

107



banditry bu again escaped punishmefAfter the war, Ajizenman entered the state security sea#ice
embellished his partisan unitdés war record by makin
GermansHe continued to commit crimes such as robbery and, fapevhich he lost his position and
served a sentence of less than a mddttder the assumed name of Julian Kaniewski, he was employed in
various positions.}®?

I n vicinity of the Wyszk-w forest, t heSdetlandsh popul &
CommunistP e 0 p | e dpartiséns Ehe ldtterincludedsomewell-to-do gravediggers who had escaped
from the Warsaw ghettalongsidemembers othe Jewish Fighting Organizatioh y d o ws ka Or gani zac |
Bojowad t OB According to Communist sources, the gravediggers were rapacious plundiecezsen
aroused the enmity of their fellow Jews to the poirtheflattewa nt i ng t o figet rid of then
t o | i gui Acaordaeg tdahother.Communist sourcene of the Jewish grougBkely the Growas
group mentioned belowwhich containednany former ghetto policemen, broke away and behaved like
bandits It is not surprising thatelations withthe local population antHome Army partisangroved to be
probl emati c. The killing of some Jewish partisans in
literature to the Home Army alternativelyto the National Armed Forces, even though the latter did not
operate inthe aeeMe r d e k Gr o wamoét prgbabdynupdereday @ band of partisans belonging
t o A Mi e, aradical &dgnnizgtion thatirned bandit and waater eliminated by the Home Army.
However, Jewish sources do not mention that it was the Communiistaparwho initiated the conflict
with the Polish partisans by joining in a treacherous assault on a Home Army commander, which was

followed by Polish retaliation. Another source of problems for both the Jews and Polebetgkeainian

162

Piotrowski, Pol andds H»D;] obteszek tebrowski, AiMord w Drzewicy: N
partyzantkio S § of @zennik Katolicki,July I3 , 1994, Leszek tebr ows k iGazetdi Sp - r 0 mc
Polska,J anuary 5, 1 Pagz&kwil WyberbzepPo9w srk.i 1, ; tebrowski, ﬁDziaQaInoSi t z
j ako met oda zwal czani a gp avdlatacke m94d 9 47 e @kotd lobligz§ sBdEmMuUo We
komunistycznego77; Chodakiewicz,Tajne oblicze GAL i PPR,vol. 2, 1243 1 ; Piotr Gontarczyk, f
Drzewicy (22 stycznia 1943 r.): Przyczynek do inhbada®E nad

podziemiem niepodl e g jRiuktyr Kevartaimy Radonkskiema Towaszystvarlaykoweos, 3
4 (1999): 891 0 6 ; Leszek tebrowskiEnciykd mipewsd lai fRddaigBoekied Pil m mo

Wydawnictwo Encyklopedyczne, 2002), vol. B131 5 ; Leszek tebrowski, AfiTo nie byga
czer wony Nagza Potskajuly 299 2003 and August 5, 2003; Gontarczyk)ska Partia Robotniczal 75
n.30, 18486, 2838 4 , 417; Al eksandr a Ba &k ows k a,1948 1@ in ewish Par ti san

Test i monHobsaysd Studies and Materialsyol. 1 (2008): 121.Jewish historians misrepresent the
circumstances of the massacre in Drzewica (Shmuel Krakowski, for example, claims it was an assault on a German

police post), andlal ege t hat it was the National Armed Forces (NSZ)
also embellish Ajzenmands wartime accomplishments. See S
partyzanckich Gwardii Ludowej i Armii Ludowej na Kielegc# n iBe ud et yn tydowskiego I nstytut

(Warsaw), nos. 8%6 (1968): 5558; Ainsztein,Jewish Resistance in Naliccupied Europe426; Krakowski,The

War of the Doomedl07 8. There are other reports about robber bands containing Jews arts Soach as Lebioda

and Lepierz as well as purely Jewish groups engaged in robbery in the area north of Kielce. See Wojciech Jerzy

Muszy ki, AThe Polish Nati-bewildmbnesss A0 Man nCtlyo diehkeioe veitd zc,a | N
eds.,GoldenHarvest or Hearts of Gold317.
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guards who, affed eserting their posts at the Treblinka death

based nea™ Wyszk:- - w.

BThe Jews who made their way to Wyszk-w forest (some 60 Kk
Peopledéds Guard (GL), after the failed revolt iwisht he War say
Fighting Organi zation ( t-&al) Pinkertdgroup,l gsawediggensc wha dhae damassede e
considerable wealth in the ghetto. Along with the Jewish police, they were accused of being hyenas, digging up

recently buried bodies to extractldacrowns and fillings and steal jewels and shro@se Stanislaw Adlein the

Warsaw Ghetto, 1940943: An Account of a Witness, the Memoirs of Stanislaw Adéusalem: Yad Vashem,

1982), 258;Charles G. RolandCourage Under Siege: Starvation, Diseaand Death in the Warsaw Ghetfblew

York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992), 47; Itamar LeWalls Around: The Plunder of Warsaw Jewry

during World War Il and Its AftermatfWestport, Connecticut and London: Praeger, 2004), 98; PiotroRakia n d 6 s

Holocaust, 10271 0 3 . Yitzhak Zucker man states t hat they fifal so ma d e
abandonebui | dings é even during the fi ASuplusiadMesnordFi40R.he Upri sin
Some of them had allegedly calb or at ed wi th the Ger mans. Soon after their

became notorious for robbing and terrorizing the local population. According to Communist reports, they so aroused

the enmity of thi fellow Jewish partisans that the lattte nt ed At o get rid of them at any p
See PiotrowskiPo | and 6 s 183%Chodakewicz Tajne oblicze GLAL i PPR vol. 1, 110, n.3, vol. 2, 784.

Likely some of them were el i minatrewho Hay bednhneorpbrated rdoe 6s Guar d
newly formed Peopleds Guard were armed with weapons (havin
in the ghetto revolt); they too carried out robberies on the local population, even though they haadtsfuffids to

purchase food and did not need to resort to such measures
money; there was no question of money then. o Zucker man ex
things custom@y with our people was not to take money or property from sympathetic villages, not to steal or use
weapons to acquire things, but to pay good money. But i f
differently. o | n ot btedrdecemtyrandspaid witl thet nioeey they had, tlseavilagers avere

considered sympathetic; the remaining villagetise sec a |l | e d i hdocsutd ibé muaderednmerilessly. See

Zuckerman A Surplus of Memon397 402, 4777 8 . See al PaszkwiWyborazeyksl¥ 16; Piotrowski,

Pol and6s 101D Airsated Jewish Resistance in Na@iccupied Eastern Europé13; Zivia Lubetkin,In

the Days of Destruction and Revdlisrael: Beit Lohamei Haghettda@dh et t o Fightersé House and
Hameuchad Publishing House, 1981), 259, 305; KrakowSke War of the Doomed,35 36; Bartoszewski and

Lewi n- wnBen jest d gjczyzny moje2, 8 6 ; Mi chagydziynwer@,j encj iil942i echanowsk
(War saw: PaEGst wowe WydawiRi2ct W mdianu KTaweGe rl & h),, AlANI ni ed¥Twi
Tragedi a get t Zesayy Histaryazwesok 15G (4906): &1; Aleksand a B a Ek o ws k a APol i sh P
Formations during 1942 944 i n Je wi s HHoldcaust:tStudies and Materigsol.i 1(2008): 10822 at

113, 119, 120; Da-AKus z Dleil kiganla,a MRzZWHu RP wobec ekster mi

tbi kbwekacy i tydzi podil®epasg, N1§hli,emired kiNbil®d.3,9 619; accou
Di at gawidezki w WMa8450el 1939 214 ( Zagavwsakyi garcocwps elsed hkey bfrlecarkac (
banditry). Cur i oard Wwho,were tesperdeefor pdcraits, salsoGagcepted into their ranks some

Ukrainian guards who had deserted their posts at Treblinka; these former death camp guards became notorious for their

robberies and assaults on the local population, as well asrfasding Jewish partisans and Jews hiding in the forest.

When the Soviet army arrived, the Jewish partisans denounced them to aJ8aiget commander and they were

promptly assembled and executed. Many Jse ofiffaghentarmani sans i n
raids in the area. After taking part in a Peoplebs Guard
(AK) commander was ambushed and killed, Communist partisans (among them Jews) faced retaliation from the AK, or
moreprecisely by the KNAK (Konfederacja Narodu, a group | ed by of Bolesgaw Piasec
itself to the AK. (After the war, a Jewish revenge group |
later.) See PiotrowskP 0| and & s 192103 Babara Engelkindla & Ngopi o § - avHolocAusta | e n i

(War saw: Cykl ady, Ra3z8wal WybordzgflaQ 17; ICleobakiewiezT &jrie oblicze GIAL i PPR,

vol. 1 (1997), 108110, 12830, vol. 2 (1997), 7284, and vol. 3 (1999), 782; BechtaRewolucja, mit, bandytyzm

97; GontarczykPolska Partia Robotnicz&51 52, 288.The execution of the Home Army commander was part of a

pattern of treachery that the Soviet partisans, reinforced by Polish Jews in their ranks, had embarked on in the summer

of 1943 in the Wilno a@ Coupled with the many violent attacks on the civilian population in the course of gathering

food and other provisions, open conflict developed between Jewish and Polish paffsnonflict was not

inevitable. According to one reportyad young Jewis men who were passed from farmer to farmer in the village of
Zdzieb-rz near Wyszk-w were accepted into the Home Ar my.
Tygodni k $ecembdrdt, 2004S$trangeﬂye claim, often repeated in Holocaligrature, that the murder

of Merdek Growa®$ group was the work of the National Armed Forces (NSZ) came into being despite the fact that

Jewish testimonies clearly alleged problems with the Home Army, and not the NSZ, which had no bases in that area. In

all likelihood, itwastheavor k of a band of partisans belonging to extremi
laterel i mi nated by the Home Ar my. See Dariusz Libionka, iPo
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dystrykcie war szawslk edn,Powincjamnodch e |&fach the sowde ofahe problems

encountered by the Jewish partisans was manifold. Pninah Papier (GryRsypam), who survived the failed

Warsaw ghetto revolt, provides a more complex, albeit disjointed and at times confusingt atteurexperience as

a partisan in the Wyszk-w forest: filt was said that there,
sol diers who escaped from captivity wandered aimlessly ar
away.Even Kshatshek [Wgadysgaw Gai k fiKrzaczeko, 6tMR GL contac
did not know these woods. Under his guidance, we once raided a police station and got weapons. But it was a failure,

because on the next day the Germangas t ed shell ing and there were casualties.
was banged around quite a bit over time and was broken up among various partisan groups. A group from Hashomer

Hatzair was sent to one partisan outfit and murdered there. @raiemspan (Frimer) went with a group to Czerwony

Bor [ B-r] and we | ost all contact with him. On the paths,
know the woods and by the time we familiarized ourselves with them, only 14 of our grougpc0 r emai ned al i ve.
But the situation became increasingly compl ex. The PPR wan
crimes and tried to liquidate us. We fought independently as a group of fighters from the Warsaw Ghetto but being

isolae d , we saw only one solution, which was to return to W
War saw Ghetto and in the Wyszkow F ®nkassNowDevor(Pinkas Moryy eh Shamr i
Dvor) (Tel Aviv: The Organizations oFormer NovyDvor Jews in Israel, the United States, Canada, Argentina,
Uruguay and France, 1965).h e af or ementi oned fAKrzaczeko or Wgadysgaw Gai l
Gajek), who had arranged for a truck to collect Jewish escapees frikathaw ghetto at a Prosta Street manhole and

to take them to a Peoplebs Guard base in a forest outside
and at other times for money. Suspect edlured flewdbortiohtge a doubl e
ghetto to rob and kill them, to have incited the GL command against the Jews, and to have led them on suicidal

missions. He was eventually executed, according to one source, by the Germans in the ruins ofdhsegi®etioo wn i k

biogr afi czny dziagaczy pOWaksawo KsetNOka obd dédivieddazMegdo 1 987 ) , V¢

(Miedzyrzecki) a courier for the Jewish underground, presents an
forest. While acknowledging that msioof the killings of Jewish partisans were occasioned by German raids, she alleges

that the deterioration of relations with t h-8kranianc a | villag
detachment, 06 who were adtnualnl yTrtethd i afk@ar gmeantdison ek ebkrian by
Afhad appeared in the neighbouring woods, plundering the ho
peasants lumped all the partisans together as common criminals. Thus itaeie &tvards the Jewish partisans also

changed, and this made the | ot of the Jewish fighters even

Jewish partisans also plundered widely and, typically, lays the ultimate blame for the fatheeleWish partisan unit

on the fAtreachery of the P ®©hBothisides oftheWall:rMemonsdrondotheSMamsawV | adka M
Ghetto(Israel: Beit Lohamei Hagettd@ddh et t o Fi ght ersé House and Haki bbutz Hame
203, 7 86; Vladka MeedOn Both Sides of the Wall: Memoirs from the Warsaw Gh&tew York: Holocaust

Library, 1979), 161, 179, 2195, 252. The recollections of Jacob Celemenski, a Bund activist and courier for the

Jewi sh underground (yts@QK) wwHortersdv elelved atto tWmes, bringing
from the coordinating committee of Bundists and Zionists, contain rather curious information. Celemenski confirms

that the Jewish partisans suffered severe casualties because of fl@quean raids and that a group of Russian

partisans fAsneaked into the villages every night to find
gave all partisans, Jewish included, a bad name. Nevertheless, the Jews maintained contheir viRiinssian

coll eagues. 0 According to Celemenski, AfConscience kept the
for food; they chose instead | arge estates or the houses o
Home Army partisans who were billeted among local peasants. Celemenski does not mention the connection of these

Jewi sh partisans to the Communi st Peopl edbs Guard. However,

and children affiliated with the Piert funeral parlor [in Warsaw], had paid Polish communists to settle them in the

woods. They were faithfully transported, but then the organisers stripped them of their money, food and clothing and

left them to wander aimlessly. They were helped out liygogiven some of our own meagre food supply, as well as

by a peasant woman who was friendly with one of the Pinker
spring of 1944, of the original eighty partisans, only thirty remained. The dtlaer®ither perished or returned to

War saw. According to Celemenski, iAt this point, both the

the bedraggled ghetto heroes to join their ranks, and threatened to kill them if their proposal was rejecte® | e me n s k i

and Simha Ratdh aiteer Rofikari kwere di spatched to Wyszk-w fore

Fighting Organization (tOB), to come to the aid of the pa
partisans becaugke partisans raid them for food. They were also told that the Soviet partisans wanted the Jewish

fighters to join them. fiAbove all, they insisted on the se
those of the nurses. They threatenedeto f or ce t hei r wi || by wusing their mi | it
Cel emenski goes on to state: At the same time the Poli s

relationship, also delivered a strong demand for the Jewish fighters tth@irforces, with the same ultimatum: if
notd bear the consequences. The Jewish partisans, who wanted to belong to neither the Russians nor the Poles,
understood that the demands of both groups wermtocoming fro
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be more amenable to compromi se, I felt it would be best toc
AKazi ko then met with the Polish Home Army representative,
group6s ccedk toghase demandsaThe Poles would not budge: Proceedings were cordial, but as far as the

Poles were concerned, there was nothing to bargain over, either we joined or we suffered the consequences. The
commander expressed, in however comradely a fashtdact military sentiments. We were going to have to approach

the top brass in Warsaw, so we asked for three more days to consider our position. The commander consented. Kazik

took pictures with a smal/l cameraurafdr tpoWaesiawy d he Ceol ¢ m
Warsaw we reported to our people, who immediately went to the AK headquarters and persuaded the command to
rescind the ultimatum about ElgyiFar MynReoplelb776.10n theoatheharsl,. 6 See Cel
Si mha Rotem, a representative of the Jewish Fighting Organ
doesndét even mention the Russian partisans. He states that
in the Msazkiitwo try to settle relations between the AK and
in and complained bitterly that the AK were conspiring aga
[Yitzhak Zuckerman] intervention, evgot in touch with someone from headquarters who was in charge of the area. He

gave us data and details about holding a meeting with the AK underground commander, who would settle relations

bet ween the two sides. € Accormpaweineed thoy tsheev emeaelt i anrgmepdl accoem
polite words, | brought up the problem. To reinforce what | said, | introduced myself as a member of the AK in

War saw, working on their behalf, which was emly épdrtly co
explained that the AK command wanted them to make peace with the ZOB, and | scolded them for what they had done

in the past. €é my interlocutors promised to make every eff
the members ohie ZOB not to pester the peasants in the area. In fact, things did calm down in the area for some time,

whi ch made our companions feel safer. o Rotem refers to cor
yet a different dimension. Reportediiie AK representative that Rotem met with wanted to check into the affiliation of

the tg@BPup. | f it belonged to the Polski Zwi Nzek Powst aEcz
|l eave them alone. o0 Zuckermanés | etter goes on to say that
who have a certain autononfyecently, they carried out an armed attack in cooperation (with us). The PPR thinks the

group is acting correctly (they dondét know about their con
destroyed them. d Appar ot from the Ekuheddguartera a letwwracanfiretdd ¢ ot @B

group affiliation with the HdemoirsAfratMarsaw Ehetto FigitenTlee P&Dt em ( A Ke

Within Me(New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1994)987

Other crimes directed at Jews which have been attributed toothR€ammunist Polish underground by Jewish
historians and authors have also been called into question. For example, the alleged murder by a National Armed
Forces (NSZ) uni t of 30 Jews at 2 5GaZetg Wydpaczasnt theeBeht i n War sa
anniversary of the Warsaw Uprising of 1944, was thoroughly discredited by histdBiange t e bRaszkwd k i
Wyborczejpassim; Engelking and Libionkl,y d zi w p o ws t alHcAmgeyp oNdaws allegadiy kilked by
the NSZ in Zakraw wek| res&i Was, based on Jewish reports f
Ger mans. See L&NaszeoldowebrSowWyykiZbroj ne: D o(Wassave mBarghard st r ukt ur )
Edition, 1996), 2: 6, 2122 n.4. Contradictory Jewish sources claim tm&mbers of the NSZ killed 120 Jews in
Worczyn, in Volhynia; however, there was no NSZ base in that area and the events themselves are in doubt. See
Piotrowski,Pol andds %o, oZAUstWjadysfaw Siemadponhoj anwo Edvak Bn &me s
nacjonalist-w ukrai @Eski chil®a(Wdraaw: noo Bocoivieckyo2000)kviolel, 9B gy ni a 19
also ChodakiewiczZTajne oblicze GIAL i PPR,vol. 2, 3940 n.18 (concerning the activities of the GL in Rzeczyca,
falsely attributed to the déine Army), 14844 n. 17 (concerning the activities of

|
3

Lubart -w, falsely attributid(caneernitghhe activiien ef GAcommander Leoa | . 3: 14
Plichta fiWronado near KraSAirky)faMaekyk dbabhriChotdedi ewi the HbD
Leszek tebrowski, fdédOdp eWN seodwfidc zpar,o fc.z yKiriz yos zp cotZeszygpbuineg nd e k 0 mt

Historyczne WiNJ, no. 9 (December 1996): 2i782; GontarczykPolska Partia Robotnicz&18i 19 n.52. The murder

in June 1944 of Professor Ludwik Widerszal and Jerzy Makowiecki, two officers of Jewish origin serving in the Home

Army Bureau of I nformation and Pr opag a rHistarical Dictiondryeof sel y attr
Poland, 19451996 (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1998), 203, as is the betrayal of Professor Marceli

Handelsman (who was arrested by the Gestapo in 1944) by Gunnar S. Pabéxsen,City,45. The murder of

Widerszal appears to have been the wafila counteii nt el | i gence unit l ed by Andrzej =
attached to the supreme Home Army command, who suspected Widerszal of contacts with the Communists; whereas

the execution of Makowiecki, who was in favour of reaching a compromisethét Soviets, and his wife may have

been carried out by the Kripo (criminal police). See Jerzy Janusz Wezej, r o z st aj ach dr - g: Ze studiu
modelem Armii KrajoweR™r evi sed and expanded edition (Wrleso)ja8w: Zakgad
Leszek tebrowski, iO pol sZeszyty Histdryoane WViNpst Bi(Janugiydudez19H)Nn y m, 0

23i 25; (Communist historian) Ryszard Nazarewimnii Ludowej dylematy i dramaiyVarsaw: Oficyna Drukarska,

1998), 21824; and Gordrczyk, Polska Partia Robotnicz88 8 1 n . 6 4 ; Marek Strok and Mar i us z
Ma k o wi e RkeczpdspolitaQctober 10, 2009. One of the members of the group of assassins of Ludwik

Widerszal was Tobiasz Berkal, a Betar member who served in teeHOAr my under the name of Paw
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Al though Ber kal survived the war, there is no record of hi
do with his Jewish originSee Dariusz Libionka and Laurence Weinba@whaterowie, hochsztaplgy, opisywacze:

Wok - g tydowskiego gWaNgzaw: WBjewaweg®zenie Centrum BadaCE
According to another version, the perperators were an unaffiliated extremist radical group. See Tomasz Strzembosz,
Rzeczpospolita podziemn@&poecze st wo pol s ki &1945(WaesaksKrupski i §a 8080),e mne 1939

317; Janusz Marszal ec, iNa obrzeUach |l egendyil9oKdndriomwmer sj e
Sgawomir Pol eszak anPddzighnieazbmo@P unfaa wisikkh ¢ | sezdcsz.y,¥ni e wobec dw-c
19391956( War s aw: I nstytuKomiasmj acsciNgaondawgprodni przeci wko Na
90,939 4 ; Grzegorz Mazur (interviewed by GhztaWhboeadMarch Li pski ),
36131, 2002; Janusz Marszal ec, fiMorder stwo na Makowieckich
wNt pl i wZlgigadai nyd- w: gol. @ (R006): 2B53. rRar tother theogey see GondEklska

kar z Ncid94517%i36 Pid r Lipi EBGski, i R a @sazeth WyRa@cegperamber @83% 20022 ) , 0
Sebastian Bojemski, AiLIi kwidacja Wi derszal a i Makowi ecki ch,

Gl aukopi s: PRhisonymngd/qarsawy) soc 10 (20072008): 3647 2. Hi st ori an Robert Kuwag
erroneously, that in July 1944, Polish partisans, either the Home Army or the National Armed Forces, killed a group of
some 70 Jews hiding in a fQae sRomeratr Hhsvhaadea ka,c hinteyadba Hr abi as
<http://archive.is/zC6g>In fact, six or seven Jews were killed by a band of criminals, who soon after joined the
Communi st Citizenbdos Militia. See ANaszDzieAmkfanuary 2822014. A Pr zepr o
Although the National Armed Forces has become a convenient scapegoat, about 90 percent of the references in Yad
Vashem accounts to alleged misdeeds committed by Polish partisans refer to the Home Army as perpetrators, not the
NSZ. See Gutman and Krakowskinequal Victims217 20. The same holds true forthe péist i ber ati ono peri od
least in the province of Lublin, where the aBttmmunist underground was particularly active. According to research
by historian Rafag Wnuk , withJaws, inwarieus capaaitjes) are attrjputable to thé Home c at i ons
Army and its successor underground organization, Freedom and Indepertlenter{ 0 S1 i &lWwib)pSeel | eg o S|
Raf ag LWnbuekl,s ki Okr ng AX47D\RBawi Volukieny 2000), 26858 The tendency to lay
blame on the NSZ for most crimes committed against Jews is a remnant of postwar Stalinist propaganda which took
every opportunity to vilify that movement . See Dariusz Ma(
latach 19461 989 w Swi etl e historiografiPami glblii Sypadagn@ied! i wo&i at
(2006): 24546.

Some of the most outrageous chaégesich have been thoroughly discredidedertain to the Warsaw Uprising of
August 1944. Accordig to Reuben Ainsztein, the Home Army told Yitzhak Zuckerman, the commander of the Jewish
Fighting Organization (tOB), that ifithere was no room for |
Polish fascists probably killed more Jews than Gerntensr i ng t he uprising é Many of the
former officers and as such were given command of Home Army units, where they did their best to intensify anti
Jewish hatreds by telling their men that the reason why the Red Army had stoppectastie¢he bank of the Vistula
was because it was commanded by Jews responsible for the Katyn massacre, who now wanted to take revenge on the
Poles for the Warsaw ghetto. In view of the bad conscience of many of their soldiers on this subject, theirdqaopagan
was not without sJewishResistance inda2ecupbed Busopeh74, 676, and generally, 6i78lL.

Similar charges were repeated by Shmuel Krakowski, imhesWar of the Doome@759 1 . Marysia War man (n
Broni sgawa orssBmrgnka HReiwimneh acti vi st and | iaison officer
married to Zygmunt Warman, a t0OB fighter who escaped from

Edel man, denies this bl an kgétoke o, Antek FZlickermanjVdne Marek [fEdelm&d | i sh upr
went to the higher officers in the Polish [Home] army and asked them to take us as a group, as the Jewish Fighting
Organi zation. They refused. 6l ndividupdlyanypl easmancaoene, 0 du
Gurewitsch Mothers, Sisters, Resiste®88. See also Gustaw Kerszmana k g i n N i(Montreati Pofishlevésm

Heritage Foundation, 2003), 123. This attitude on the part of the Home Army should not be surprising given that the

t OB remnants were, at the same ti me, negotnalmitisthgr wi t h t he
loyalities layd Zuckerman,A Surplus of Memory523, 534) and had themselves refused to merge with the anti
Communi st Jewish Military Union (tZW) on the eve of the Ag
accept tZWdmembeabk|l yn and not as a group. Many of Ainsztei
or toned down i n Sewat Qity 68 3IB. PoliBhahistorsassohavé examined the charges more

rigorously and have marshalled compelling evidence taetiftcmost of them. Janusz Marszalec believes that some

15 20 Jews were killed by criminal elements (some of them Home Army members) during the course of the uprising.

See t e bPaszkwidWybarczepassi m; Teresa Preker owaki nii,toy dizn Nha rPioams t Manri ¢
Drozdowski et al., edsPowst ani e Warszawskie z perspektywy p-gwiecza:
Zamku Kr - | ews ki in5 ezerWwda 1994Narsaiv:elnstitit Historyczny PAN, 1995), i®4; Janusz
MarszalecOchronap o r z Nd k u i bezpiecze@E&stwa puwdrsave Rytnme §969), 851 Powst ani u
61. As Norman Davies rightly concludes, the accusations that had been repeated for decades are grossly exaggerated

and, by and large, Jews served in the ranks of thehRanderground without incident. See Davied, s i n287. 04 4 ,

some cases, the Polish underground had merely liquidated Gestapo or Kripo agents and informers who happened to be

Jewish. See, for example, Marszalee; hr ona por z Ndk u idgznegoevPovistaniu NarEaviskBBO p u b |
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(a Gestapo agent named Haman). In fact, there were quite a few Jewish agents and informers not only in Warsaw, but
also in virtually every ghetto and town throughout occupied Poland. They constituted a source ohaaaghr for

Jews in hiding but also for the Polish underground. Historian Yehuda Bauer concedes that Jewish collaborators caused
fitremendous dama g eRethinkiBcetlee HYlacdugNdvaHaBa ané lrondon: Yale University Press,

2001), 148. Fosome examples of Jewish testimonies confirming this phenomenon see:Highting Back,115, 280

(Wilno), 311 (Kaunas), 314 (Wilno, Oszmiana), 346 (Kaunas); Grynberg and Kotowska eds.,i e i zaggada tyd
polskich 19391945,7i18 ( Kr ak - w) , ,1 3118 1(,Wglo8dda,wal)87 ( Cznstochowa), 191 (1
283 (Lw-w), 392 (Biagystok), 409 (GomUa), 540, 551 (Wilno
Paul 6 sPateetnsuad @ooperation, Collaboration, and Betrayal: Jews, GernaaugsPoles in Germafccupied
Poland during World War |l 2012, Internet: kittp://www.kpktoronto.org/archives/Collaboration.pdf and
<http://glaukopis.pl/pdf/czytelnia/PatternsOfCooperationCollaborationAndBetrayal.pdf

In actual fact, many members oftionalist organizations came to the assistance of Jews during the German
occupation. Some Jews even fought in the ranks of the National Armed Rdraes 6 d o we S NSY) degpiter o j n e
its reputation in Holocaust literature as being virulently-&etinitic. A number of Jews came forward as withesses on
behalf of their wartime benefactors who were members of the Home Army or National Armed Forcebenhéprt
were put on trial by the Communist authorities after the war. The number of false charges levelled against Poles for
crimes against Jews, doubtless motivated by blind revenge, ran verghighleraPo | acy r at 88j88llmy t yd - w,
one case, Jes testified on behalf of National Armed Forces officers who had sheltered them and were charged with
killing some Soviet partisans; the latter, it turned out, had murdered a Polish family and raped and plundered in the
Gu k - w Saer GhadakiewicZTajne oblicze GEAL i PPR,vol. 2, 929 3 ; Leszek tebrowski, i60dpc
Krzysztofa DuninWN's o wi ¢ z a , czyli 0 p ot ZeszyybHis®rycdne Wit ma 8 (Decantbéri nauki, o

1996): 28485. For additional examples of Jews testifying on behalf 8Nnembers see: Chodakiewi¢zy d z i i

Polacy 19181955,427 32; Marek Jan ChodakiewicAfter the Holocaust: Polisllewish Conflict in the Wake of

World War Il (Boulder, Colorado: East European Monographs, 2003, A89.94 96 (many examples); Leon Guz,

Targowa 64: Dziennik 27 1943 11 IX 1944 2" edition (Warsaw: Czytelnik, 2001), 98 5; Krystyna Kabzi Esk a

Sylwetki kobieDo gni erzy (Tor uE: Fundacja Archi wum i Muzeum Pomor s|
Polek, 2003), 23740 (Maria Krystym Nac ht man, an NSZ |liaison officer, rescued
Gukagmw HSK i and XReflectiansaon theKielce Rbgrdiwarsaw: Institute of National Remembrance,

2006), 959 6 ; Jan taryn, AEI ity obozdu wp ar ado Relgialcomosike ¢, ydaigd pad g
okupacj N niitodn 3960k dd9B9Kami Eski awodk - Janp otga roynol. ké s ec ki egc
(War saw: I nstytuKomamjadacBcNgaondawéprodni przeci wko Narodow
Woj ciechowski, ADwukr oMnygcwiy B 3 a & EPLBBY)kNask BaednikJardi#&y 56,

2008; Ka mi Es k i Rdlattibns oratheyKie|ce Rogla®5i96; Woj ci ech Jer zy Muszy ki,
mecenBisdl, ®t yn | ns toddwejina 3 PMiSBEEI (Neaem zy Zakurkssued Mafiar om Kr ak - \
Bernstein Mirosgaw Ostromncki, JeHemyPoRagy ! srkait,dj9Rad waCzde dKjeamn i t z
Fabisiak),2 10 ( Rev. Bol e 262 dJaning $abinbh Konep@&kd),iZIMi r os aw .0Osdewso minc ki )

who served in the NSZ, especially during the Warsaw Uprising, and NSZ members who came to their assistance, see:

Chaim Lazar Litai, Muranowska 7: The Warsaw Ghetto Risi(ibel Aviv: MassadaP.E.C. Press, 1966), 327;

FriedmanThei r Br ot hlé5 Baftoszkvesk and Lesvin, edRighteous Among NationS90'9 1 ( Wg ad e k
Chajutin joined the NOWAK, formerly NSZ, uni tnonode guBrr®g rcd iescz elka NP r z yns it thken iJ:

Lubel ski area); Wa | cdeenntia r U yMooinak:i e®i cat ovi&Zmi u tyd-w w Biagos
ni emieckiej, o0 in Dobrbi@Gdads tagnolc 3Mb8DHMd zdivBiod 2,5 Jeadvs .F,i | i pows ki I
Jewi sh underground movement N r B 0 aygdprejted Xyi 18 h2F,t2P182) ; Chodaki
35355 n.205, 416 n.23; PiotrowskR o | and 6 s 3607, Sebastian BagjemskR 0o s z | i w skier powod :z
Narodowe Si gy Zbr oj ne (Warsa®and Chadottaswvile, Wiaginia Glaukopig R0OR), 1525
Sebas i an Boj emski, i J e wiisrhg niESBaedatan Remiewpl.hXXII, moi J(Beptember

2002), Letters, posted online at: <http://www.ruf.rice.edu/%7Esarmatia/902/223letters.html>RéB#ence and

Courage,221i 22; Krzysztof KaczmarskiPod zi emi e nar odowe nid94ddRReesawwz c zlynfsntiyet ul
Paminci OdKEowmdejwaej sScigania Zbrodni pr z ei@2; ScbastiarNBojenski,o w i Pol sk
iZ wi nGtaukeplEna 1 (2003): 666 9 ; Al eksandr a B ad&kRomations durinty PO8#44s h Par t i

in Jewi sh T eldocaush&tndies and Materiaigol. 1 (2008): 116; Sebastian Bojemdkiar odowe Si gy
Zbrojne w Powstaniu Warszawskim (1 VAIX 1944)(Warsaw: Fronda, 2009), 2466; Engelking and Libionka,

t yzdi w powst aEd4alietj3 Walresvz aswi ep,ri soners released from Gnisi - w
fought in Zygmunt Reliszkobés fAKogoo Brigade and in the @aMg
tydzi: Praktyka dnéeaokopacpepnnedg® miwe cckziaesfShodakiewicp ermly k gadzi e
MuszyZE§aie serca,35x7z8y; szjeobtaestUnainwaB\ojemski, iThe Polish Nat.

Practice During the German Occupation, and the Case of the National Aore¢ s ( NSZ), 06 in Chodak
Muszy @EsKki a n @oldehtHgrvest ar,Heaetsdo$ Gold325 48. Feliks Pisarewsiparry, for example, after

being freed from a Nazi prisoner convoy in Warsaw, became a relatively high ranking officer in the NSZ regiona

command in Warsaw. See his mem@ir § y i(Warsaws Iakkai 1984). Another Jew who fought with the NSZ in

Warsaw was Jerzy Lando. See his men8aved by My Face: A True Story of Courage and Escape intdkfar
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Robbery and the use of violence, as Jewish partisans themselves concede, were widespread. This
occurred even when the partisans had money tai@cdpod and no need to resort to brutal tactics. A
partisan in the Jewish fAAdol fo partisan wunit in the

situation is a succinct and clear light:

Jews from the nearby villages made up the bulk of the Théy often fought battles, they robbed

in order to gain provisions. The food was generally good, due to the energy of the pHttisans.

In the summer of 1943, a Jewish band came at night to rob a Polish estate neapfykiest of Lublin,
belongingtod andowner named Kuszel. When he came to the de
mur der ed. I'n the environs ofodKRokslSfaniliks. Not colpdidgheyo f  J e ws

rob their homes, but they killed some of them and made off avigw young womer®® Violence begot

Poland (Edinburgh and London: Mainstrea®002), 1842 0 8 . St ani-Budgavthe 8SZtcomimardler in the

county of Wiagr - w, who was of Jewish origin, was executed
Bechta,é Mi hdzy Bolszewi N a Niemcami : Ko n sQbozu dlargdawvegp nal i t yczna
Podlasiu w latach 1939952,Second revised edition (Warsaw: I nstytut Pami
Several NSzZ officers in the Podlasie region rescued Jews

Mi o d o Es kriy Wojtaomwski. I18ice, 142, 529. Staszek Kotok, a musician from Wilno living in Warsaw, obtained
forged documents from the National Radical Ca@p (- z N a-Ragykalni¥@NR) and became its liaison officer,
travelling by train and playing folk tunes likebaggar, while passing on instructions, secret orders, and documents to
the units of the underground organization. See Severin Galoritle Ruins of Warsaw Stredtferusalem and New

Yor k: Gef en, 2005) , ,46 47 . On May 5, 1945, t he NSZo6s Bryoc
command of Col onel -DA\nhbtroomis kS z0g) ¢ k ir e(siicBudehdeiuaing 280 Jew3Wheh 00 pr i sone
they loberated the woen 6 s concentration camp in Hollgov near Pl zeR (F

which was more daring and effective than any undertaken by Jewish partisans, was reported in the June 19, 1986 issue

of The Jewish Voicg.When the Stalinist sedty forces went on a killing spree that targeted opposition political
activists, Stani sgaw Radkiewicz, the Minister of Public Se
Piotr Lipi EBski, i Kt o GazetaiWgbor&al\prié 5718, B@04. fihe chargeothak the? NISZ

collaborated with the Nazis, which was a staple of postwar Stalinist propaganda and is found in many Jewish memoirs,

has been authoritatively discredited by secret Gestapo reports that unequivocally reject thisinotb ased on t he NSz
anttGer man warti me record. See LeszekEntceybkrloonpsekdii,a fifiNBai raogdyocwhe |
(Radom: Polskie Wydawnictwo Encyklopedyczne, 2003), vol. 12, 288. In fact, it was the NSZ who was responsible for

the death ofGeneral Kurt Renner, the only German general assassinated by the Polish underground during the
occupation. See GontarczyRplska Partia Robotnicz&69. Although the NSZ is often also blamed for killing more

Peopl eds Guard me mber availabieaata simplydodd noinsuppdstrthatyclaim eithee Ibid., 300,

n.77. These examples, among many, illustrate how inadequate and unreliable the present state of résgaach is.

comprehensive assessment of relations between the Polish undergraundtam e Jews in the <county
Lubelski/KraSnik see the r e cBetwden NarisiladdySoviets: OMapaterkPoliicsim Ch o d a k i
Poland 19391947 (Lanham, Maryland: Lexington Books, 2004), chapters 4 and 5. That author shows thatefar m

Jews died at the hands of the Communist underground and bandit groups individually than at the hands of the Home

Army and National Armed Forces combined. Ibid., 153, 155, 177 n.100.

164

Her sz Bronerdés testimony is c i liske dnderground] anth the JewswA | | Ar mst
Reassessment of Home Ari#ypy mGBGoomwmahkdés DVDadeuwvs Thd Blavohigai nst Ban
and East European Review?2 , no. 2 (April 1994): 273. Tuwie Miller, the
near Grwolin, used threats to obtain weapons from villagers and then forced them to supply his forest group with food.

A local Home Army commander protected him nonethel ess. S
eksterminacji tydwsskwmdygsEngé&lkinwar sRzawiodaadcd9482d Li bi onka,
185 janusz Gmitruk, Arkadiusz Indraszczyk, and Adam Koseski, €i®, Memoria (19411944): Raporty

Departamentu I nformacj.i Del egatury Rz N@@ar RPawa &mdj Pojtzbg k
Muzeum Historii Pol skiego Ruchu Ludowego w Warszawie and

Gieysztora, 2004/2005), 399.
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violence.On September 7, 1948y Kozice Dolne, south of Lublira Jewish forest group set fire éight

farmhouses and murdered the wife and young chilal cértain Kasprzakyho hadkilled a Jewish family

from Piaskishelterecby the village head maior some time'®®

A group of Jews who escaped from Radzy@&® Podl aski fo

and |ived in bunkers in a forest not far from

the vi

dairy processing pl antate lear that vikage amdrkilled thd Gemappointede r 6 s e s
director. Containers of cheese and butter were hauled away by horse and wagon and shared with their

comrades in the forest. Soon after, German gendarmes captured one of the bunkers and shot the Jews

hdi ng there. Kl ei nmands group de ctohdwrdportedthetbankee

to the Germans. One night armed partisans descendad lboome, locked everything from the outside and

set it on fire. The peasant and his entire fapeérished in the flame'$’
Leibl (Lejp)Gol dber g, a n aPodlask descfibesMipatterz of nobberies Jesvishforest

group engaged impretending to be Russian partisans (unpersuasiwehih sometimes descended to the

level of outrght terrorization of thémpoverishedocal population.Ocasionally, they met with defiance

revenge

from peasantswho were being robbed and encountered partisans who came to protect the villagers from

repeated raids.

We headedoward a lone housestandingin the field. A lamp was lit in one of the windows. |
stopped near the house and my colleagues stood a little farther away. With feigned energy | started
knocking on the door and called out [in Russi@dnODpeno The window opened
voice answes d , APl ease, pl eas e. é&iloAoavesomaead thraughdte d t
wi ndow. o | yel l ed, fiToo | ittl e, give more.o
here. She answered that they did and that people were afraid of them. Now weokinenblehave.

We went away. We had 12 kilos of bread. My colleagues became bolder. We approached the next
house which was also locatedf f t he beaten track. Here too |

knocked loudly. | entered the house first, dwhindme Moshe Sztajbnerg. The restatsentry

outsidel n order to scare the residents | sai d in
anyone who | eaves hdusekolddrsonerse sufficientiwfrightened, tveesearched
the house. The hoasvas well off. We found bread, half a metre of buckwheat,laod.2 | n t he

same way weworked our way throughfive more housesWe took away full bags. Each one
weighed at least 150 kilos. They were full of food with a large quantity of bread. Weeaddrabk
with joy and pride. é

We decided tasecure coal for the entire winter. Observing the surroundings we noticed that a
wor ker from the power [witksof doa. We élcuaed thaaweaded e d

¥ bi komslkacy i tydzi podiledeu7p.acj N ni emieckN 1939

¥Tzvi Lei begnmeslewsiP afirRaidsza n Y@zchmkiZigeiman, ed. Radzyn Memorial Boolinternet:

<http://lwww.jewishgen.orglyizkor/radzyn/radzyn.html>; translation of I. Siegelman, Ssfer Radzin(Tel Aviv:
Council of Former Residents 3tf308Radzy & (Podl aski)
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1,000bricksfor three months. Weevn t to his Wassdar & Wewentttonthte house é

stable which was near the house, tore off the lock with a staplend@gtdns i d eMost @ all we

took potatoes and garlic and hidemnot far from our hideout. | stood sentmhen the othes left

with the potatoes. Suddenly it became light in the house. Apparently the householders had heard us.

Thinking what to do now | atsoneisdooahyone hoyeavasite e mphati cal |y
residence. 0 |t became uwes kr @tnurtnheed . h céu skev. e rMyo neo lalgeaai gn |
somebricks [of coal] and we went back and forth three times. We sebtio&s not far from our

hideout. Standing sentry | noticed there was an opening in the stable leading to the attic. |

understood thattheremt be something there. When my coll eagues re
up and see whatodés there. o He climbed up and said that
filled pillows and some underclothes.ethokordered abrup
everything to that same place. ¢é

We decided to make our third round in a remote colony of the same vM&gbeeard the sound

of music in the village whichasc omi ng from one a&alusand él Lloeaeked Ptolir ough
the window into the house while the others waited at a distance. Through the window | saw some

couples dancing. é Suddenly someone | eft the house and
became visibly frightened of us and agkes not to cause a commotion. Helght us some milk

but we di dn 6Youawadhear music ftbm a re¢ord player in the hausel ent er ed

inside. Fear descended on all those gathered in the residence. Theeiiss t o anot her r oom. é
Moshe ad Lozer also entered the residence holding their hands on their holsters to give the

i mpression that they had weapons. | saw that it made a
tango. 0 They played a tango r i qdowith mevdhg bopsu t the girls
pushed them toward miey force After dancing with one for a few min
something wrong with her, give me another. o Moshe al so
|l eaving!o

We went to thdirst better lookingcottage and knocked on the door. It was opened immediately.

We took a sack of buckwheat and bread and | eft. Not f a
hurrahd bu't no one had the courage to come <cl oser to us.
work in this village é

We kept returning to the village of Sitndle felt more sure of ourselves with a rifle. Entering a

house we asked the owner, ifWhat 6s your name?0 He answe
into his eyes, | said, forexampfeNo, your name is Wacgaw. 06 In order to fr
took a German <cartridge out of my pocket and inserted
worked. The Christian in these cases would always fall on hesskne n f r ont So,fvy me and cry, f
name is Jan, 0 and he woul d s holwaitederecisalyforthat,ts document s t
Then | said politely, Ailf you are Wacgaw, you wil I i

would also cry a great deal. When everyone was suffigi¢errified | conducted a sezh during
which we always found some flour, grease, and buckwhese
other side of his door he thanked God and bid us farewell for theéoad.
Our next raid was in Sitno, for meat. | stosentry with my rifle. My colleagues entered the
cowshed and tied up a pig. Suddenly, at a distance of 20 steps, | noticed someone lighting a

cigarette. | aimed the rifle in his direction but the dim light immediately disappeared. | went to my
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colleaguesmad s ai d, AfWe have to be caref uél ,Sutdhdeeyndlrye Igetting
heard a voice and a shot from a pistol in my direction
to run, theydre going to shouptandaan aways They képe | e f t the pi
shooting at us. All of the roads were staked out. We chanced on epatlevhich we took in the
direction of the town. Thinking that we came from the forest, they had not staked out that road. We
di dndét r et ur ymoteoNottwhnsing to vetutn hoang emybtgnded, we made a detour
from the main road to several houses and again brdwaghs o me f ood, grease and vodka. é

Two days later we went on another foray. We decided to start in a remoter colony of the same
village. We arrived at the first cottage. They opened [the door] for us. We took some bread, some
food and went to the next house. They didnét want to ¢
looked out the window and saw a rifle he softened and openechvigiyt | entered the house with
Moshe. Here we also took bread and meat. We heard a strange pounding. | thought that someone
was in the attic and that it was the echo of their footsteps, but suddenly the peasant threw himself on
his knees in frontofusdn yel | ed, ARun away, save us! o They though
They were afraid that if they encountered Jéfey would kill them too. But these were Polish
partisans. We left. They shot manyundsof gunfire at us. They were evidently waiting fois
because the previous night we had taken a pig here. We escaped through the céurtyard.

At night we wenbzet P oRreagdadhistaa We thougmie would get
something more from him but he only gave us a small piece oftseadj i ng he di dnodét have mor
We rested in his barn all day and at night we went out to look for bvéadnocked on [the doors
of] several homes. They handed us bread through the window. We had enough for ourselves. We
approached a cottage where we hachbe®veral times. As usual, after knocking, we asked for a
piece of bread. The inhabitants started to yell, W@AThes
from all ends and started to run in our direction. We went into the grain and from there inib a sma
forest where therwereenormouspools. We threr our sack into a ditch and ran farther. As we ran

we heard a few shot&

Initial friendly relationsoften withered away over time, agas the cas@ the area northwest of Lublijn
where the familiar ogle was repeatedlter Rosé, who together with his family wasiddenin a dugout in

thebarn of a Polish farmerecalled:

Apart from our familywhich wascomposed of six peopléere were several other Jewish families

who, like us, survivedthewani hi deouts in Pgouszowice. é
In the vicinity of Pouszowice several Jews started uj
Mordechaj[Ki erszenbaumor Kirszenbaur call ed Mar ci nMacindkraraims Mar kus z - w.

¥8Memoir of Lajbusz (Gajbg) Goldberg, December 18, 1946, Ar
302/95. After the war, Goldberg sought the protection of Soviet officials in order to carry out revenge against Poles

who had allegely wronged Jews during the German occupation and against members of the PolSbviatti

underground. See also his testimony under the name of Lejb Goldberg, Archive of the Jewish Historical Institute

(War saw), no. 301/ 350 2s craelfleerargeuje,toLoIzaetrerF?otCﬁoCl,dbveasg(")kiIIec
circumstances, together with a Jew from Radzp@&thRod!| aski n e
Holocaust,165.



partisan group, which includedws from Lublin kept attacking [the cottages of] peasants and
forced them to hand over arms and food. The peasants had to carry out their orders but looked for
ways to get rid of him.

One day when the entire partisan group came to the home of oreepdabants, that peasanitse
his daughter to inform the Ger mans &

The Germans immediately surrounded the house and started to shoot the partisans with their
machine guns. Only Marcinek, the leadesnaged to escape the gunfaed hide in a nearby bar
é

When Marcinek saw that the Germans had left, he left the barn several hours later. Then some
peasants armed with axes and scythes threw themselves at him, but, with the help of a few grenades
he had on him, Marcinek killed around fifteen peasaansd, forced the others to flee. Then, out of
revenge, he set fire to several cottages.

Fleeing from there, he came across of the members of his partisan group named Ihohalkpw
managed to escape the Germans6 gunfire.

They learned about our hideaartd came to us. We hid both of them. But the peasants found out
about this and wanted to force our host to turnfalisoover.

Our peasant did not want to turn us qvand only later when he and his family started to get
threats did hetellustoleae t he hi deout . €

We remained in the village wandering around for six wei# the peasant took us batR.

In his memoirS a mu e | Gr u b ehe legdér df dewiskeplartispgroupin that same areayrote:

Why not see what we could getfinchese peasants?
We foll owed Genekds suggestion with dispatch. Some of
They belonged to th&rmja [Armia] Krajowaé The result was that we had to ad

good beatings to those peasants before we gmildny weapons at all. But in some instances my

one pistol, brandished with the proper gestures into a-slowt t ed peasantébés face, was su
Our forays into the countryside near the Garbowky [ Gar
riflesald about a dozen rounds of ammunition. é

Not long before, we had lost another one of our group: Kaganovich. He had gone with Szengut,
Tol ka, and some of the Markuszow [ Markusz- wj men t o (e
stopped by a Gmongttedeagpveas KagahavichéThe next morning we went into
the forest to bury him. We took away with us his personal possessions, his gun, his wrist watch, his
cigarette lighter and some gold coins. &

Worse, the peasants in the area became increpsinio st i | e . € [they] did not take
idea that they should be called upon to feed Jews. More often than not, our men approaching a

farmhouse would be met by ferocious dogs. Some of the peasants organized themselves-into a self

169 Alter Roset iGrupa partyzant - -w s poiawskiPelokissiziogna cp & mii mc i A dChynd o kves [k

Lublina (Lublin: Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Marii Curi€ k § o d o ws k i €ip0; trasiatibri gDps bGkd fBin

Lublin (Paris: Former Residents of Lublin in Paris, Paris, 1952). Another Polish family who sheltargd grbup of

Jews in PJgouszowice was r ecogand Beaddr, edsThe \Enacsclopédiasoh en. See Gu
Righteous Among the Nations)|. 4: Poland,Part 1, 5012.
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defense force to lep the Jewish partisans away. [In actual fact, these measures were taken against
all marauders without distinctiah.M.P]  é

One night two of our meryYitzhak] Morel and Shmuel Topper carrying his precious machine
gun, led a small group on a fogatheimg mission to a village where we had always been given a
friendly reception. But this time our comrades suddenly found themselves surrounded by Poles and
a pack of vicious, snarling dogs. Before they could regain their wits, Morel and Shmuel had their
madiine gun taken from them and found themselves forced against a wall. The Poles opened fire
on them. The others in the group escaped, but Morel and Shmuel were killed.

The news sent our whole camp into an uproar. We decided to take drastic actionaddéded
a patrol of 20 men, including a band of Markuszow boys under Sever Rubinstein, to the village. We
ordered al/l the villagers out of their houses and her
After we had cleared the village of its entirepptation, including horses, cows and birds, we set
fire to the barns and houses. Within hours, the village had been reduced to a pile of rubble. On the

way back to our camp, we scattered some crudely lettered on the road, telling what we had done to

thatppr t i cul ar village, and why. &
And so, on February 9, 1943, é0 Mg andl plddded Dr opd6s far m |
through the snow to the nearby village of Pryzcedar a [ Pryszczowa G-ra]. There w

several peasants who had, in fact, given ustesheh other occasions. We were in luck, for this
time, too, they readily took us in for the night. &
It seems that the villagers [in Pryszczowa G-r a, wher
boy whose father allegedly reported their presencked3ermans M.P] took the words of their
priest [who urged the villagers to provide food to the partisans and not to report them to the
Germans, as they were enjoined to, until they left the villagleP ] to heart, for the next day they
treated us with ursiu a | deference and hospitality. They gave us f
However, this was not enough for some of our men. They went out on their own and, instead of
asking peasants for what they wanted, acted the part of thieves and holdup men.
One of our boys was in the habit of going out, armed with a revolver and rifle, to hold up
farmsteads in the area, demanding food, clothing and n
being held up for what they might have given us of their own freeamtl, they gave us a full and
angry report of his activities. &

We had made friends also with some Polish -dews, particularly in a hamlet called

Przypisowka [Przypis-wka, a village &MB]Jse inhabitants
Nearly every by from that village had, at one time or other, gone out into the woods to help the

partisans. These youngst®rs were quite a different bre
Early in the summer of 1943 we had an unpleasant inci:
men, includingl aeger and myself, had gone into one of the v
Somehow, the AA. K. O unit in the area got wi nd of our \

We returned the fire and the shoot ilutlgvaswétmt on f or al mo

170 Compare with Chodakiewichlar od o we S il3,ywhaZdescribgs thergumstances of, and the falut

from, an attack by the Home Army on the Communist partisan
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us, and none of our men was hurt. But we wanted to fir

We had our answer. €
We called on our Polish friends from the village of Przypisowka for help. They promptly came to

our aid and before longre had flushed out all the troublemakers. The man [who had been fobbed

who had caused our recent trouble with the AA. K. 0 conf

him right then and there, and buried him in the woods. As for the other spies, ouacked them

down to their homes, where they made short shrift of t
Another time, we found that we were being foll owed by

the boys a proper grilling and proceeded to beat them up. In no time at all, theydbvakeand

told us that they had been under orders from a German task force set up expressly for spying on

partisans. They said that they were not Poles but Ukra
But at the moment these young Ukrainians who had trailed us apparently had &ttidohne

killing. They turned tail. Yet we captured them all and shot them. Zelazny Eisenberg, who was

strong as an ox, picked up one of them bodily, lifted him above his head and flung him to the

ground before putting a bullet through him.

After thisici dent, we moved to another Il ocality ¢é Here, the
keeping us informed of all Ger man movements in the nei
¢ Anot her one of our me n , |l ssar , asked to be 1| et | oos
fiendsThere, he said, he would have a field day roughing

mi ght find. &

We took David and his wife Bela and her sister Blimka to the village of \Rdgbyskowska
[ Wola Przybysgawska] wher e ff roiuegndvow nfdeerdmerés woul d t ake

| proposed that my own small group should look for a farmstead and stop there for a rest. Before
long, we saw a likely place. We knocked at the door and were invited in at once [likely by a fearful
farme® M.P]

Inside we settled dowto an impromptu party as we usually did after a successful operation. We
always carried in our baggage a supply of sausage and vodka, obtained as gifts, or loot, from
affluent farmers &

We had in our unit a young man who happened to be a cousin rekiEfraim] Blaichman.
Somehow, this young mdrad got hold of a bicycle from one of the farm boys in the area, and took

to riding around on it. € bicycles were not often seel

And so it happened that one of ourmjdéankel Klerer] s eei ng Bl ai chmanés cousin fronm

riding on a bicycle, mi stook him for a Nazi spy and o
accurate, and Franek LeViiroim Lewinlwas only wounded inhwasvery ar m. é The w
seriousand Franek Levin never regained the full wuse of his
Mietek [i . e . , Communi st p a Mbcizas] barrowedesandeeof ourhhiereforay s § a w

special mission: to teach a lesson to a gang of Ukrainian and Lithuanian collaborators who were
ambuslng partisans in the village of Jamne [Jamy]. The men picked for the mission included Sever
Rubinstein, Franek Blaichman and Bolek AlBblkowiak] ¢ Ther e h a-dcalbbmatlenin a f ul |
which many of the Germans and their collaborators were killed. Mboer own men had been

hurt . é
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Some of our men volunteered to go back to our former bases west of Wieprz [River], raid some
of the more affluent farmers and take the horses. ée |
good reason. Still, a laeggroup of our men disregarded my advice and went out to look for horses.

They took some fine saddl éd horses é and set out to re

Unlike Samuel Gruber,he aforementioned Frandgrank) Blaichman whaose partisan group joined
Gr u b groudisJune 1943, does natentionin his memoir taking patih any robberies of local farmers
or the use of force to obtain arms from th@@itegedlythe farmers provided arms willingly). Haoes recall
that his group was accused of such robberies by the ladérs of thélome Army Aiwhi ch was fierc
antrS e mi ¥2From his description of the encounters with the Home Afimoyyever,one can infer that
the measuresmkenagainst thelewish partisanwgerein response to raids on farpwhich theHome Army
tried to curtail,and not because acf | | eged f or d ethasno flawocshould.be rpermitted to

s u r v whickhjstrians knownever existed

About ten days after this meeting, thirty of were traveling from one village to another in five
horsedrawn @rriages. There were some trees and houses about fifty feet off to one side of the
road. Suddenly, shots rang out. Someone was shooting at the lead wagon. We all jumped down,
spread out, and started to return fire, though it was hard to make out whehedhbers wereThe
exchange of fire went on for maybe a quarter of an hthen we waitedlistening, and heard
people running. We ran after them, shooting as we ran. We killed two of themsaw their
bodies sprawled on the ground as wedramd flushed ot the others, who had tried to hide behind
a couple of sheds. When they saw that they were outnumbered, they dropped their guns. We had
expected men. These were just young punks.

Under questioning, they said that they were members of the AK, th&amitic Home Army.
They had been ordered to kill us because we were Jews and because we robbed farms. They said

that their local leaders had received orders from London that no Jew should be permitted to survive

1 Gruber,| Chose Life52i 53, 54, 5556, 77, 8884, 8586, 88 89, 90, 92, 97, 100, 107, 1i113,119.Grub r 6s  uni t

eventually joined up with Chil Grynszpands partisans in th
Franek (Frank, Efraim) Bl aichman was a platoon commander.

later transformed nt o t he Peopl eds Ar my. Grynszpan, Gruber and Bl ai
136. According to Bl aichman, AfAEveryone received a job acc

coul dnodt say that wea thsaode vaerry 0d iSsecer itnhien aitn toear vaihew wi th Fr a
Holocaust Memorial Museum, February 10, 1992. The shooting of Froim Lewin by Jankel Klerer is also described in
Blaichman,Rather Die Fighting71.

172 Blaichman,Rather Die Fighting62. Blachman also claims that the ®Division of the Home Army, originally

formed in Volhynia, had to be warned not to attack Jews when it moved into the Parczew forest area. Ibid., 119. In fact,

many Jews had already joined that formation in Volhynia. Seet@p&be Holocaust of Volhynian Jews 194944,

2576 8 . Bl ai chman descri bes t maiondlisttant@mmaunist,AaniBemitc pitsans es as A ul
who foll owed Nazi orders. o I bid., 63. athies anc Bves wt HeorSZ ,o
of Lubl i n, on September 9, 1943. Il bid. , 106 . I n fact, t he
Polish banditbf n August 9, 19 4 3 Wyd&zemia pRdaBoraviem A &sierprider 1848 i.: Rzeczywi§ |

i oblicze polityczngpropagandowe(Lublin: Katolicki Uniwersytet Lubelski Wy d z i a g Na u k Humani stycz
Instytut Historii, 2002), 747 3 ; posted on the Internet at : <http:// member
Drabi k, i Wy d a rezme Géaulopismo. d (2@8)r 1di5d8; GontarczykPolska Partia Robotnicz&®85

87.
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to bear witness to the events of the Wale persuaded the punks to tell us who their leaders were.
When we were done with our interrogation, we decided not to kill them because they were so
young and we had suffered no casualties. We let them go, warning them that, if we caught them
again,theywoudn 6t esc&pe so lightly.

Moreover,not all theproblemsthe Jewish partisans experienceere occasioned byolish partisansOne
of thér mainfoeswereinformersemployed by the Germans sggies™’* These inforrersalso struckearin
the local populatin. Any informant who fell intothe hands of thdewish partisansvas according to

Blaichmanexecuéd afterbreaking down duringnterrogaton.

€ we were raided again from the Ger mans, and there wer
raid. They wee walking with baskets, and make believe that they are looking for mushrooms or

things I ike that in the forest, and |l ooking for parti
And the Germans were several hundrf&dnegseaped.s behind them
e At night we began to interrogate those guys, and we
information. They told us everything what we wanted to

Germans, and put in place before prior to the deponstand they were supposed to report to the
Germans who is helping a Jew first, and then who is se
whob6s a communi st. They were involved in everything.
walking around everydatp the villages, and threatening people that anybody who will help a ew
will be killed on the spot with [his] whole family. They also gave us addresses for others who were
wor king with them together. &
And we captured that time as many as 8. 6 plust2o#\nd we interrogate them, and we found
that they all were involved in those raids, and capturing Jews, and killing Jews, and we punished
them, accordingly. And from that day on, ¢é the whole n
We ¢é s ent toahose&ikess, atgtethey cannot escape without being punished what [for]
they were doing. There was a mixed reaction among the people because the Poles knew exactly

who those guys were. But they were handdarcapped, they ¢

173 Blaichman,Rather Die Fightingf3i 64. At a later point, Blaichman nuances the charge leveled against the Home

Army as fAa relentl ess ¢ aeambdCommunist Armik Lutlowa] dnd eiter lddtintdroupsr e vent t h
from coming to power after the war.o I|bid., 97. At anot her
(among them Leon (Yehuda) Lerner) shot at him and other Jewish partisans, havingmirstak for AK. Ibid., 115.

Blaichman also mentions that he accidentally shot aand killed a fellow Jewish partisan named Furman, and that Isser
Rosenberg, the commander of the Kamionka group, was was accidentally killed by his best friend, MichaehLoterste

Ibid., 67, 858 6 . He also mentions that the AL nearly executed, as
Lubel ski, Joseph Cynowiec and his girlfriend Irka. I bid.,
can be found in amterview recorded for the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C., on

February 10, 1992, online at: <http://www.jewishpartisans.org/pdfs/study_guide_3A.pdf>, and in Adam Dickter,
APartisans Fi gh tThdJewish \Reéelgpcl®, 200B. Hi st ory, 0O

4 The pervasive fear of spies on the part of the Soviet partisans, described in Part Two, is also found in Jewish

accounts. For example, Oskar Gelles, who joined the Home Army, repeatedly refers to the Home Army being
infiltrated by Germars pi es during the Warsaw Uprising of 1944. See hi
tydzi wol @ 23123e ,
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