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Part Two: Partisan Relationsand Warfare

ioOne should not close onebd
fact that Home Army units in the Wilno area
were fighting against the Soviet partisans
for the liberation of Poland. And that is why
the Jews who found theefhges on the opposing
side perished at the hands of Home Army soldiers
das enemies of Poland, and
Yisrael Gutman
Historian, Yad Vashem Institute

Polish Partisans, Jewish Partisans, Soviet Partisans
According to Holocaust historians, tllews who escaped the Nazi ghettos in northeastern Poland had to
turn to the Soviet partisans for their salvation from both the Germans and the hostile local popiitaion.
Polish partisans of the Home Arnfprmia Krajowad AK)3d o r AWhite Polcaleiinthes t hey a

language of Soviet propagaridaa r e p or t Faasyceids tadss faorfimati on who were col

! For a Jewish nationalist perspective on the organizationealetvish partisan movement in northeastern Poland and
its relationship with the Soviet partisans see Ainsztdawish Resistance in Na@iccupied Europe302 25. The
author relies exclusively on Jewish anecdotal sources and h&opret and artPolishbias is all too evident.

2The desi gnat i delopofiaWim Russan)Pwhichehasoa ditinctively pejorative connotation, originated

in Bolshevik propaganda during the PolSbviet War of 19101920. See Norman Davie#/hite Eagle, Red Star: €h

Polish Soviet War, 19120 (London: Macdonald, 1972), 89. It was intended to su@gtdselyd that the Poles were

allied with the White Russian forces and foreign imperial
Pol eso i n aontéoisdnachralistic. It taime into vogue after the Germans uncovered, in April 1943, mass

graves of Polish officers and officials murdered by the Soviets in Katyn forest in the early part of 1940. When the Poles

called for an investigation by the Intational Red Cross, the Soviet Union formally severed diplomatic relations with

the Polish government in exile in London on April 25, 1943, a step it had been planning for months. Molotov, the very

person who had signed a naggression pact with Nazi Germato facilitate the invasion and partition of Poland in

September 1939, i ssued an outrageous note stating that the
and the Polish Government, contact laemsd «fol d aitsii roqy fetxo spl. @as
tyrannyo and iterated that they were acting in ficollusion

<http://web.archive.org/web/20080616072448/http://www.electronicmuseum.ca/Poland
WW2/katyn_memoria wall/kmw_note.htm#. That gave the cue as to how the Polish undeground was to be regarded.

From that point, the term fAWhite Podlagandalselfaas reactomady by t he S
fascists. The Polish | eader, Gener al Wgadysgaw Si korski, \
Nazi Germany (the Soviet Unioné6s erstwhile ally)gd and the
fagents of Si korski,o or simply #@APolish fascists. 0o Soon a
Il iquidation of the Polish underground | oyal to the Londo

rusyfikacja Wilre@ezyyrenywidNoavpal noSci pidtdyliz antikni Adaw ec
SudogSowidet,yzacja Kres-w Wschodnich (By&geszyposWylUsza] Sga
Pedagogiczna w Bydgoszczy, 1998), 279; Krajewsla, Zi e mi Njo1vW3 Qygmurt Bdkaidyriemerirzeka

niezgody: Polsk@ o wi ecka woj na partyzaniddd(Wasaw: Ryamy @999),-1t4clgraef ni e 1943
hi storian Leonid Smilovitsky notes that t heslHitlerie wel | as o
unitso were used to describe the Home Ar my iKaast®favi et docur
evreev v Belorussii 1941944 gg.(Tel Aviv: Biblioteka Matveia Chernogo, 2000), 141. This book is available online

in English tanslation as Leonid Smilovitsky, Holocaust in Belorussia, 1941944, Internet:
<http://www.jewishgen.org/Yizkor/belarus/Belarus.htmli#TOC108talin did not shy away from making such charges



Germans and engaged in a war directed primarily against the Jews and Soviets. Soviet historiography
paints a remarkably similar picture tithe focus, of course, being on the Soviet partisans.

Typical of Jewish ethnoationalist historians, Yaffa Eliach repeatedly accuses the Home Army of
hunting down and killing Jews hiding in the forest as well as those who were active in partisa group

Another example is Howard L Adelson, who charges that

The Polish Home Army, thérmja Krajova(sic], which was supposedly struggling against the
Nazis, pursued the slaughter of the Jews with greater vigor than the war against the German

conquerors.
Many Jewishhistorians share these views. Yitzhak Arad provides the following synopsis:

In Poland, the Home Army (A.K. Armia Krajowd, the general Polish Partisan Movement, was

not open to Jews. Moreover, thousands of Jews were murdered by the fagtists of the

official Polish underground. In eastern Poland, in Byelorussia, and sometimes in other areas as
well, groups of Polish rightist guerillas took an active role in the killing of many Jewish families

and partisans in the forebt.

openly in his dealings with Western leaders. In an outburseatehran Conference in 1943, the man who approved
the Katyn massacre hurled accusation after accusation at t
and murderers. See Lynne Olson and Stanley Clud,Questi on of H o ngoadron: FotgatenK o Sci us z kK «

Heroes of World War Il New Yor k: Al fred A. Knopf, 2003) , 296. Curi ou
borrowed by Nazi German propaganda. The relentless repetition of this hateful propaganda doubtless had a
considerable effect on ho®ovietJ e ws h parti sans came to view Polish partis:

retains currency only in Holocaust historiography. The-Botish propaganda renewed in 1943 was in fact a

continuation of the anfPolish campaign that became widespreadhe time of the Soviet invasion of Poland in

September 1939. For a description of that campaign, see Ewa M. Thorimpperial Knowledge: Russian Literature

and Colonialism (Westport, Connecticut and London: Greenpoint Press, 2000},816Fwa M. Thomson,

iNational i st Propaganda iil® 4 Slave Re&siewyal. 84, no Ry Susimea 1091P 886 s s , 1939
99. In spite of all this Soviet agitation, intensive efforts on the part of the Germans, starting in 1943, to win over the
Poles to théi a Btoil shevi k fronto met with a compl etHistofiaiPalskico. See Cz
19181945( Kr ak - w: Wydawni ct woll,63980r acki e, 2006) , 609

3 Actually, this is part of a long litany of charges often hurled at Poles. Inthislirction to a Holocaust memoir cited

in this book, Howard L. Adel son, professor of hi story at
chance that the inhuman Nazi murderers chose Poland as the charnel house for European Jewry. digintfoneth
recognized that within Poland the neighbors of the Jews w
Armja Krajova[sic], which was supposedly struggling against the Nazis, pursued the slaughter of the Jews with greater

vigor than thewar against the German conquerors. The local peasantry displayed an atavistic savagery that is
unequalled in the annals of human history. Jews died whil
Gruber, as told to Gertrude Hirschle€Cho Life(New York: Shengold, 1978), 6.

‘“Yitzhak Ar ad, fiJewi sh Armed Resistance in EastlTeern Europe,
Catastrophe of European Jews: Antecedents, History, Reflections: Selected EPepgsalem: Yad Vashert976),

509. The charge that the Home Army did not accept Jews into its ranks was dealt with earlier in this essay. Arad also

refers to a group Jewish ghetto fighters from Warsaw who made it to the forest and were allegedly killed by the Home

Army. Theevehs i n Wyszk-w forest are dealt with in Part Three
stronger accusations, all eging that ithe majorityo of Pol
Germans in the extermination of the JewsnMaf them indeed, exceeded even the Germans in their bloodlust and

their insensate hatred of Jews. € The 6good friendsbod, wh o
murdered them in cold blood after first robbing them of whateverpacsseons t hey had. é The O6A. K. 0

Jews in its ranks. Moreover one of its objectives was to exterminate the Jewish survivors who had sought refuge in the



In 1943, armd antiSovi et groups belonging to é the Polish AK bec
western Byel or ussi a-Sémitdshidentifyingehe dewgwitlethedatedl Saviett i
rule. They prevented Jews from finding refuge or establishing partis@s mshe areas they

controlled and murdered many of thém.

But the charges doot stop there, especially in popular writings. A few examples (of many) from that
repertoire of crude propaganda accusing Polesutifght collaborationwith the German® a charge that
the Soviets, once themselvsteadfastllies of the Nazig1939 1941) started to disseminate during the

ward will suffice.

The praNa z i bands included the White Poles é These Poli sl

Red Partisans, addfirst and foremosh Jews®

One group of partisans €é sometimes fought on the side
by day and partisans by night who carried out the orders of the exiled Polish government in

London. These or der sl Roeewere foisee tlit that nosléwa tereaihedtinh at €& a

Pol and after the war. Their slogan was f@APol ska Bez Zy«
These were the men of the Armia Krajowa or fAHome Ar my
beginning, they had a spal status with the Germans because they carried on the work of

exterminating the Jews and Communists.

Various rumors were circulating concerning the relatio

the Germans. It was said that the Germans themsetesorganizing the bands and arming them

forests, in the villages and i n ot hefar edceedbéthandf snyother The hatr
Eastern European nation. -Mowits P od eemp avied rc oémeldn Htihdterrhegiamn i
the 60A. K. 06 operated not a single Jewish fugittizve AfWhoym t he

no Separate Jewish Partisan Move m¥&adtVasiWwm Studiemlt la(b967):s hed Dur i r
153 67, here at pp. 1534, 165. The views of Shmuel Krakowski in Krakowskie War of the Doomeahd Yisrael

Gutman and Shmuel Krakowisknequal Victims: Poles and Jews During World War TiMew York: Holocaust

Library, 1986) will be addressed later.

® Yitzhak Arad,In the Shadow of the Red Banner: Soviet Jews in the War against Nazi Géderaisplem and New
York: Gefen, in associatiowith Yad Vashem, The International Institute for Holocaust Reseach), 20 See also
p . 193, to the same ef f ec4{Sovietfel@éneet and Hid notiaecepetidem info theirfamks,s as a p

murdering many of those hiding inthe forestsh vi | | ages. 0

8 Lester Eckman and Chaim Lazdhe Jewish Resistance: The History of the Jewish Partisans in Lithuania and White
Russia during the Nazi Occupation 194945 (New York: Shengold Publishers, 1977), 10. The authors fail to notice
thatthemar t hrust of t he 0 suohnae theA6Bay Warsaw bBarising ofiAtiguse 1944 in which
200,000 Poles perishé@dvas directed against the Germans, and that many Belorussians (and some Jews) joined the

ranks of the same Home Army that was allegedly r der i ng t hem of f . These authorsé op
conforms wholly to their view of the Home Ar my: ithe Pol es
remained alive. o | bid., 8 4.

" Kahn, No Time To Mournl 1 9 . Wh at §eoepedhiealHosneatAu my enjoyed with the
explained.



so that they could fight against the fARedd partisans a
in hiding.
The rank and file in the bands knew nothing about the agreement with the Germans. They thought
that they were fighting to free Poland. However, their leaders had accepted the authority of the
enemy and were collaborating with it. They carried out their task faithfully, at least concerning the
annihilation of the Jews. Thirsting for blood, they weunting down the last remnants of Jews in

the forests and destroying thém.

These various writings share certain common characteristics: they are analytically deficient, generally
lack context, causation, and even chronolgy, and make use of Jewisbtahewterials to the exclusion of
archival sources of nedewish origin. Implicit in them is the premise that no amount of concrete deeds on
the part of the Jews could had an impact on the conduct of the Polish underground, but rather its behaviour
was canditioned by an endemic brand of aBgmitism with a murderous streak. That thesis will be tested
empirically in this study, drawing on a broad array of archival and other sodicesclaim of Polish
collaboration with the Nazis is simply a ploy to drattention away from the whcleearted Jewish
collaboration with the Sovietdt is also a projection of their own relationship with the Soviets onto the
Poles.
The notion that the Polish Home Army aldreachedd!l vy fidi d
a political agreement agntered into a secret military alliance with the Germamsiot substantiated by
Polish or Germararchival sourcesin fact, t hasbeen amply debunked by historians. The matter of
contacts between the Home Army and@e r man mi |l i tary in the Wi lno and Nc

extensive scholarly literatur8,and is discussedgain later in comext and in more depth. While local

8 Chaim LazarPestruction and Resistan¢dew York: Shengold Publishers, 1985), 166.

® See, for example, Eliaciihere Once Was a Worl@29, 746 n.1. A careful examination of the documéoisd in
Bundesarchiv Koblenz file R 6/369, foli 45, especially the memorandum of-S§ ur mbannf ¢hrer (Dr.) Hor

the Gebietskommi ssar of the Wi lno region, dated January 18
of that documentin fact, Wulff complains of incessant Polish attacks on German and Lithuanian outposts and states
that finothing concrete was agreed to with the Polish band

Germans, an agreement of a political natwas never contemplated. This was a purely tactical and temporary
arrangement at best.

Wzdzisgaw A. Siemaszko, fARozmowy ZeszeHistonyaaréFarise m. 68 Wi | ni e:
(1984): 81121 ; J-zef $wida, @ Wyj4asdnl RhiZeszytykdistoygcznahoc7d (1886)r e su 1 9
74i80;Zy g munt Sz c z A diwal Wiho, A1 @184k @ &ris: Spotkania, 1987), 1586; Krzysztof Tarka,
Komendant Wil k: Z dzi e j(WasawWolumedsl89D)ebg0; Jerzyniuroek, Kir @ § owe$ pod

okupacj N (nWaemiaexck NKsi NUka 208 eMrahadPD9OBFpedROBI tz, AW pos:
vivendi 6: Kontakty i rozmowy pomindzy okupapotskkegow a okupowa
czasie 11 wo jMay s SwiPatobwejmat y ka ivol I2i(5994y ri6b8 0 ;woJakowgswi ,
Wogkonowski, i Wi | e Espkoiles krioez nwo Wyu Meisy@all? @) or82kow2,; 0 Zdzi sgaw

n

A. Siemaszko, /Wi [ZesGay KistoryézKgPages), hoill1® f1eo), 88222 ; J. Zdzi sgaw Szydg
AWsp:- gpraca wil e@kieg¢z yAWi szt oNAészyigckhgtoiytzneto c 1122 (2985): 233B6;

Jarosgaw WodgkonowskipolfskdzemowySwiietmMiechkowych dokument . -w n
Pi skunowi cz, fiDzi agal noSi zbrojna Ar mi i Kraj owe|j w pierw
Wo g k on dSwsrkpio,zj um hi storyczne i RI%K22,11957; ndaWoé gédbsz WoygKoine w
Okrng Wil e@Gski Zwi Nz ku Wintadh 193% 945 (Warsaw: jAdiufor, 1896), 1681, &7fi o w e |

84, 250; Kazimierz KrajewskiNa Zi e mi Nowog®BNdwhgej dz KINC Ok r AWars@w mi i Krajo



commanders of two unitsf the Home Armyi n t he No wo § Lieutbmakt) -Dz esft rcddeit d a (
namefi L e ¢ h d.iputeaantéidolf Pilch (code namdiG - r @& did) for a brief period in the earlyart of

1944 enter into temporary ceasefir@sexchange foweaponsand ammunitiorirom the Germans, they did

soin order to defend themselvagainst radntlessattacks bywell-armedSoviet partisangOvertures from
high-ranking German militaryofficials to enter into a strategic alliance against the Soviets, where
intensified in February 1944verenot taken ugby the command othe Wilno District of the Home Army

and no formal agreements were ever concluded with the Gerfniaiiged, both the Polish government in

Pax, 1997)173 89; BanasikowskiNa z ew Zi e nfli0Z 19; Zygntst Baraalyniiemerirzekaniezgody:
Polskes owi ecka wojna partyzancik9%4 (Wassaw:NRytnp §999),d1¢82;y Tomgin e 1943
TomaszewskiwWi | e s zczyzna | atilus(\Warsaw: Rytmp k989), 82P3; Tomds? Stizembosz,
Rzeczpospolita poozgelimlai:e Sg opf e @&ARERYErse: Kapsle ngkae200D)9 3 9
100/ 103; Kazimierz Krajewskicomp. and edNowogr - d z ki Okr ng( W&Xr sva wd:o klumsetnyt tawcth Pam
Narodowej and Rytm, 2009), #81, 24752. See also Bernhard ChiarAlitag hinter der Front: Besatzung,
Kol |l aboration und Wi detod4(aDyd sieh def Cr DClosneé V&41 ag, Schri
53,1998),2868 6 ; Ber nhar d ChSSaKein PaktiniR$ldvenhDeltsghblmisehe Kontakte im Wilna
Gebiet 19 4 OsieuropaArchiv, vol. 50, no. 4 (April 2000): A13% 3 ; Bernh&rdeg@bhianst,oder B¢gndni
dem Feind?: Deutsgho | ni sche Kontakte 19et3with JerzypKochanowBkBie polmisched Chi ar i
Heimatarmee: Geschichte und Mythos demia Krajowa seit dem Zweiten WeltkriégM¢ nc h e n : R. Ol denbou
2003),497 527. Chiari, however, completely ignores the Soviet factor in his assessment of Polish contacts with the
Germans; he does not appreciate that the Soviets repeatedly rejecthdoReitures for cooperation and then turned
on the Polish partisans. Foraqiie of Chi ari 6s treatment of this topic see
rozmowy niemieckep o | s ki e w | DriejeyNajndvSzeyel 2 (R002): A0145. Some of the discussion on this
topic is summarized in Piotrowsl®, 0 | and és 8B80L ocaust,

Remarkably, despite this existence of this extensive body of literature, writing in 2011, Jewish historian Leonid Rein
claims that APolish historians, quite understandably, pref
occupation irByelorussia between some AK units and Germans. Only Yerzy TuronékJsiey Turonek] dedicates
a few pages to the topic in his study onTheKimgsa@e&theman occup:
Pawns: Collaboration in Byelorussia duringdfd War 1l (New York and Oxford: Berghahn Books, 2011), B58.
Even more remar kably, that author is wunfamiliar with Kkeys
knowledge of Polish scholarship is limited to a few articles translated German, and his knowledge of Soviet
literature is also extremely sparse. This is especially evident in his treatment of the Soviet invasion of Eastern Poland in
September 1939, where he denies Jewish collaboration with the Soviets directed at Pelenthsraeli historians
like Dov Levin and BefrCion Pinchuk document (pp. 6B2); in his assessment of PoliBelorussian relations, where

he refers tsadabdlel egdaiidfwellleansi ngso (p. 98) ; amish i n his tr
partisans, where he ignores important Soviet-Ralish pronouncements and massacres of Polish partisans (e.g.,
Nal i boki and Lake Narocz), writing instead of Amutual atta

claim® contrary toall evidencé that the Home Army fought on the side of the Germans in the July 1944 battle for
Wilno (p. 364). Interestingly, Rein does not acknowledge Polish names for interwar Eastern Poland, and Polish hames,
cities and everArmia Krajowa (Home Army) ae consistently misspelled. This is a consistent pattern on his part.

Bizarrely, Rein latches on to the writings of the notoriously@e r man Wgadysgdgaw Studnicki, wh o
represent any political organization and forged his own peculiar pblitgenda in opposition to the mainstream, as an
all eged fiindication of their [the Pol esd] expectations fro

of ficial Polish underground report sacria kseh eietp 0a bmhrod ahratdl yn oc Ifec
or influenceand was not even taken seriously by the Germans thems8lees. mu ¢ h  fnsights iRtethe Pdish

political landscapeand inclinations of the PolesSeeTadeus z PegczyEski, Hal ina Czarno:
Kazimierz IranekOs me c ki , and W@g o d zArmiai Krajowa wOdokumdntach 198845, vol. 1

Wrzes e (E9i &z6rBiecl94l (London: Studium Polski Podziemnej, 19762, 199.

1 1n the wake oftreacherous assaults by Soviet partisans, the German mitaershipmade overtures to both
individual unit commanders of t haeoutMlecwtbegeris nobre katerDandsthher i ¢t of t
command of the Wilno District of the Home Armifter meeting secretly with the Germans in February 1944 under a

false identity,LieutenantColonel A ek sander KrzyUanowski (AWil ko), the head ¢
Army, relayed information about the discussions toHoene Armysupremecommand in Warsaw which forbade any

further dealings with the Germans. German proposals for joint actgaiash the Soviet partisans were rejected.

Internal German reports aboutosfe negotiations, however, did not accurately reflect their content, though they

certainly did not indicate, as Soviet and Jewish sources suggest, that the Germans actuallyarsadbedal



agreement with the PoleSee, forexampleZ d zi S§amas z ko, AfAiRozmowy z Wehrmachtem w
Zeszyty Historyczn@Paris), no. 69 (1984): 81 2 1 ; Lewandowska, i Wi |-mpoldekvilbymr oz mowy ni
1 9 4 4 Dzieje Najnowszeyo. 2 (2002): 10145, especially 122 fiZ d z i Signaszkoii Wi | e Eska AK a Ni emcy
Zeszyty Historyczn@Paris), no. 110 (1994): 19822 (It is noteworthy that a Volksdeutsch who was captured by a
Polish partisan unit, from which he later managed to escape, reported that their activities were direttedhat b
Germans and Soviets, with no mention of J-polBldew|luByme Lewandoyv
1 9 4 4 Dzieje Nagnowszao. 2 (2002): 117.) After being rebuffed by the Poles, then@ns in retaliation deployed
collaborationist Litn ani an fAdefence forcesodo under the command of Gene
attempt to rid the Wilno area of Home Armyunlse e Si emas z k o, fiRozmowy z Wehr machtem
Zeszyty Historyczn@Paris), no. 69 (1984): 1081; le wand ows k a, i Wi | e (s dpolskie w latyyanmo wy ni e mi
1 9 4 4 Dzieje Najnowszeayo. 2 (2002): 13638. Notwithstanding thse reservations, Israeli historian Yitzhak Arad
relies on German documents fithe déailsof t he agr e e me ntrman vasiodas arcuodenekig byt hat Ge
the Home Army to fidegelwi shgagiamgts o Bolds menv iedinftre Shadowef fAar mi st i
the Red Banneg92.

As Ti mothy Snyder points out , bbotRtoelSoveshanddhe @enmansatvarmuswer e i n
points, but could make a true alliance witbither the Polish goal, after all, was to restore an independent Poland
within its prewar Bloodlands®47i Jewish disto8ams have prpbdems in getting dotsf
straight.Historian Alexander Prusin advances the following unsupportable claims abafotementionedalks il n
February 1944 the AK commander of the Vilnius [Wilno] district met with the German representativagreedto
take actions againgite Soviets, if the Germans promised to refrain fromRatish actions. Having received arms and
munitions, in the first half of 1944 a number of Polish ujgisedt he Ger mans in the fight again:
See Alexander V. Prusifhe Lands Btween: Conflict in the East European Borderlands, 18892 (Oxford and
New York: Oxford University Press, 2010), 189. As natedier, no agreement was entered into and no jaiititary
actions undertaken with the Germaaainst the Soviet partisarBr usi nds tr eat me geheralsf Polish i
rather uneven and his informationaften incomplete or inaccurate as the following examples illustrate. He is silent
about the massacres in Naliboki and Koniuchy, the latter massacre being especif@iygtioor the assessment of
Jewish partisans. Wén dealing with the treatment of the Lithuanian minority in interwar PoRmuinfails to notice
that the Polish authorities were often simply retaliating for measures taken by the Lithuanian autgaitissthe
Polish minority in Lithuania about whose fate he is silent, that the Lithuanian minority engaged HPdisth
insurgency (as did the Belorussian minority), and that the Lithuanian government financed the subversive and terrorist
activities of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists. (Prusin states, at p. 104, that the Baltic governments granted
their ethnic minorities extensive political and civil rights, although that simply did not apply to the Poles in Lithuania;
furthermore, the riglst of other minorities soon suffered serious erosidhg latter topic has an extensive literature
including Krzysztof BuchowskiPo|l acy w ni epodl eggyim94@(aBEsa gwi set olki:t elwsskti ynt ult9 1
Uni wersytetu w ;Bieaeng Januszewslarkiewic4,Dt9®Pg u n k i narodowoSci owe na Wi
latach 19201939, 2" edition (Katowice: Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetsi | Ns ki e g o, 2011) ji6bespecially
(Lithuanian insurgency), 405 (Belarussian insurgency), 588 (Lithuanian clerical agitation), 5712 (cause of
Polish retaliation) Prusin also accuses interwar Poland of oppressing the Ukrainian minoribgrge cthat was
dismissed by the League of Nations in 1932, after careful investigation of-tiadlesth 1930 pacification by the Polish
authorities of Ukrainian insurgency. See PiotrowBkp | a nd 6 s 1b4o (Natvatlsiarding these measures, terror
ard violence directed against Polish institutions, officials and civilians continued unabated throughout th&d&30s.
for exampleWgadysgaw Gabi ak, fi Q\az i R u bniiee(ys:c e C znaaspotyidiyssPrand hi st or yc
(Wrocgaw), n o . PrugirB dso @lodsesla¥er (at p51407) jhe extent of Ukrainian (and to a lesser extent
Belorussian) interwar terrorist activities, thaationalist and Communist inspired, directed against Polish authorities,
institutions, and civilians, as well as moderate Ukrainians, and the fact that Polish reprisals resulted from such activities
since no government would have tolerated them. It egmosition to Polish rule that triggered murders and sabotage
and not, as Prusin suggests, the activities of the Polish authorities. (The Polish minority in Germany and Lithuania was
even more oppressed but did not resort to terrorism; the situationteriE&malicia was more akin to that in postwar
NorthernlrelandY hi s topic has been examDméediahno&pthernobtysygazKal
nacjonalistycznych organi zaciflo939( Kk raki- ®s k iFaum Dakefe@dciilCeentw | at a
Czynu NiepodleggoSciowego and Ksifngar ni a Reyddind Eastere k a , 2009)
Poland, Prusin alleges thandomf p -engtiveo arrests of 15,000 Ukrainiann August 1939many of theninnocent,
pl ay endcialirale hc t hei r subsequent The eamds \Béetweart28. dn faSteanly $everals i n
thousand Ukrainiasassociated with radical and terrorist organizations were detained at the beginning of September,
and most of them were released withifew daysSeeGregorz HryciukPr zemi any narodowoSci owe i |
Gal i cji Wschodni ej i 71948 TWo @yE i VA dw ml aMiE68;StzegdjzeMotyka@d0 0 5 )
rzezi wogy Eskiej do Akkjai E¥MPASGHEO®AB -Kw:nf Wy ka wrpiod)swkad Li t er ac
42. That the Polish authorities were justified in takimgecautionarymeasures ifully borne out by the dataf the
German authorities and that tife Organization of Ukrainian Nationaligf®®UN) itself: on the eve of the war, there
were 4,000 Ukrairin nationalist agents trained in sabotage and diversion by the Abwehr (the German intelligence
organization); fromAugust 29 until September 23, 1939, 7,7Q9N supprters took part in armed subversive



activities directed at the Polish authorities in 188alities, capturing 3,610 Poles, killing 796, and woundingS&a

Andrzej Szefer,i Dy we r-ssaylj amtoa Uowa dzi agal noSi wrocgawski ej Abwehry
agresji hitl erBoivwwslkeiteyjn wGgl 9% jr .Kodmi sskich wPasdesoh B2a(19&’pb r o d n i Hi t
274, 28182, Grzegorz Motyka, Uk r ai &Es k a patlt9y6zOant Pa i alg9adl2n o S| Organi zacij |
Nacjonalist- -w i Ukr g iW&S lsiaevj: Powdtyd @&d z Sjt uAli miwi P278.i t ycznych

Prusin saysirtually nothing about the conduct of the Jebatwr i t e s a bpunitive eRpeditions without

providing any background to the events in questiofie reprisals acquired a definite ethnic connotation and were

based on the actual behaviour of thdprits as much as on anticipation of their disloyalty. In Volkovyska
(Wogkowyska) [sic] in the Hrodna [ Grodno] district the tro
P o | &se.PausinThe Lands Betweeri28. In fact, an armed grguof diversionaries, for the most part Jews (and

some Belosussians), attackékePo |l i sh ar my barracks ithemidog o ogtedkeif bur ned p
contentsThey seized rifles andistributedthemamong local praCommunist elements who formedmilitia andtook

control the town.Understandably, Polish forces retaliated. See Marek Wierzticki,l acy i Bi agorusini w
sowieckim: Stosunki polskbi a gor uski e nawgckemdacbhpln®ezrozypospolite]j p
19391941 (Warsaw: Volumen, 2000), 148; Marek WierzbidRio | acy i tydzi w zabor-ze sowi eck

Uydowski e na zwsecnhioadcnhi cph- ginlo cRiPo p o di 1941)(Warsawe: Friihdas 2004), 80c k N (1939
For additional confirmation see Eliyahu Rutchik i The Russi an Occupation at the Begin
Lashowitz, ed.,Volkovysk: The Story of a JewiZionist Community(Tel-Aviv, 1988), 11920, Part Il of The

Volkovysk Memorial BookMahwah, New Jersey: Jacob SotmmBerger, 2002). Prugsins di spl ays a pattern
rather transparent: The Polish authorities and army committed many real crimes by randomly targeting and victimizing

the minorities, thereby provoking retaliation on their part (except by the Jews, who are incapable ofauts)ent

Basing himself on a bald claim by Ukrainian nationalist historian Lev Shankovskyi, which was repeated without any

verification by Grzegorz Motyka (who subsequently backed away from that claim in the works cited below), Prusin

alleges that Polish fioemen, and not the Germans (whom he does not mention at all in this context), murdered 624

Czechs and 116 Ukrainians in June 1943 in a village in Volhynia he does not actually name. Seg&Herlsinds

Between196. The village in question is Malin me@ubno. In fact, Ukrainian policemen assisted the Germans in the

pacification of the Czech colony of Malin, and the victims included 378 Czechs and 26 Poles. See Wiktor Poliszczuk,

Dowody zbrodni OUN i UPA: Integralnmacj onal i zm wukr ai SBgkuyvol. j2alkzoi agaminarsd f a
ukrai EBskich struktur n a ¢1999 r{Tarbritos h.y.,c2000y @35 7w HKH@ARachNgad@gdgaw
Siemaszko and Ewa Siemaszkou d ob - j st wo dokonane przez nacjonalist-w ukra
1939 1945 (Warsaw: von borowiecky, 2000), vol. 1,1789 ; Gr z e g o Postawilwabac kanfliktu fpolsko

ukrai EBskiegoilw53 awaezhl d898®Sci od przynal eUnoSci etnicznej,
Jasiewicz,edTy gi el nar od - weiefitzoesna daknych sigmachevsczodnich Rzeczypospolitéj 1939

1953 (War s aw: Il nstytut Studi -w Politycznych PAN, i8Ryt m, and |
Grzegorz Motyka,Uk r ai Es k a pailt9yez0ant Rai alj%d o Sl ONa@a@jno zalcij $t - Wk riai

Ukrai GBski ej Powasnt adaBvzef nAtryni ut Studi -w Poil86.Exaneplesnof ch PAN an
other fanciful claims found in Prusinds #ccopledzoreinl y 20, 000
19391941, whe eas t hat number was far surpassed in 1939 alone; i

for permission to cross over the bor derdacunfemten factthited Sovi et
was primarily Jewish refugees whels i eged Ger man fArepatriationo offices for p
refers (at p . 173) to a report of Home Army commander Gen
exiled in London, which heites selectively andhistranslatesass upposed proof of the Polesd t

Holocaust. However, the Holocaust had not yet gotten underway when the report was written in September 1941, and

news of the widespread murders of Jews in the Eastern Borderlands was not widelyirkmewtral Poland. This

particular canard has remarkable longevity. As pointed out by British historian Norman Davies in an exchange with

Abraham Brumbergf Po |l es and J e wibhe NewYork Revievhod Bogheril 9) 1987)

Mr. Brumberg is fondof quoting a Home Army Report of September 1941, signed by the
commanding office of the AK, General [Stefan] GRawecki, and containing the famous sentence,

APl ease accept it as an established factaret hat the over
antiSemi ti cal | yPrzydhii sapoag eNccem  (wi ks zoST krajo j est nast awi
Mi stransl ated by Mr. Brumberg [as fBlkaeaiaver whealndi ng maj
similarly mistranslated by Prusirthe quotation takes on a new slant, and might seem to imply either

that Polish attitudes were based on fixed prejudice, o]
genoci dal policies. [ As rastawiore santypemickn,t $ mpluites tarwe phras:
fattitude, 0 fiadjust ment , 0 nithhmngs gcoosingto arcumstancesr] @i ncl i nati o

Significantly, and very conveniently, Mr. Brumberg [like Alexander Prusin] keeps quiet about the
second half of the quotation. The original text of the report, in describing the factors influencing
Polish opinion at th time, goes on to say three things: firstly, that virtually nobody approved of
German actions; secondly, that Nazi persecution of the Jews was causing a backlash of sympathy; and



exile andHome Army supremecommand strictly forbade such dants and agreement@uring his

internment after the collapse of the Warsb\prsing of August 1944, the most formidable aw#izi

uprising in occupied Europby far, Home Ar my Commande rKon@mwski wasl Tadeus:
repeatedly approached by German officials intent on creating a collaborationist amy. He steadfastly

refused:?) The unauthorized dealings with the Germanswafbeleaguered Home Armigcal commanders

were a temporary and purely tactical expedient, undertaken fowtdrg survival after the Soviet partisans

hadturned on thenfrom mid-1943 and were intent on desfing them This strategy occurred at a time

when thetied was turning against th@ermansand was not intendedto bolster the German war effort

(which it hardly accomplished¥ince the Home Army continued to attack the Germans vigorously in both

theNow gr - de k and .Ratherit ovas®Ddespearatei act tfedf-defence against the treacherous

policiesof theSoviets,th&Nazi s 6 er st whil e allies. I't would be as me
Polish support for the Nazi regimgust as it would be toaccusethe WesternAlli es of supporting

totalitarianismand the Gulador havingaccepédthe Soviet Union into their raskafter Hitler turned on

Stalin in June 1941Moreover, as we shall see, Polish partisans continued to attack Ggamiaonsand

other positionghroughout this peria® such that the Germans questioned the wisdom of having entered

into these arrangemeritsin fact, German reports rated the Home Army as a more disciplined and effective

thirdly, that preJewish sympathies were inhibited by knowledge of Jewishities in the Soviet
zone.

Thetextof GroRowe c ki 6s radi o telegram dated September 25, 1941,
Polacyit y d z i ,71Judem IPa@dslews, 19301 9 4 5 : Wyb-r tr-deg, Quel l enauswahl ,
(War saw: Rada Ochrony Paminci Walk i Micze@stwand | nstytut
Krzysztof Jasiewicz,Pierwsi po diable: Elity sowieckie w okupowanej Polsce 1B39 4 1 (Biagostocczyzr
Nowogr - -dczyzna, PdWasisaw: Wilns@Eyz uzy Sta)i -w PdRiwithycznych PA

one variation in wording which in no ,wale umdzy i lnies PNog ummain
oSwiadczenia RzNdu i <czgonk-w Rady Narodowej, dotyczNce |
wraUenie i znakomicie ugatwiajN propagandii RzNdowi ni eprzy
real nyy,gnleatparjzNc a windskoprap 8§ & p pnpseeijgnet o amt ysemi cko. Nawet s
nie sN tu wyj Ntkiem. R-Unice dotyczN tylko taktyki post fj
prawie nie ma. Me t o dpy- gtcez uweyivao g aadl ye ozdmaul cahgyo wosno po zl ani u s

I

sifn przez o0g-§ z zachowani enastawion@ , nésfiojonaw @an nwostcehso da i @ ma o d.a
Afdi spositiond that can change according to circumstances.
12T, [Tadeusz] Boi omorowski, The Secret Army* U.S. ed. (Nashville: Battery Press, 1984),i373} 380 81, 383,

386 87. This first English edition of this book was: Tadeusz Komorowsie, Secret Armftondon: Gollancz, 1951).

13 Krajewski,Na Zi e mi N 018Gy 18" Sed @skBiog jo,mi r T wAe IrRerjeanliés. Rdlish Home Army

in the Konecki a n,d193811046 gMarkham, eOktari® e.9.i200853 104; translated from the

Polish:Takj ak pamiiZiitami a AKonecka 19460 Bo d F: d n EworzydBs3GHbHe .

Army commander in the Szczuc zdgescribashedimination of Hoeiet dpiesvandyr - de k Di
German collaborators, as well as numerous assautsGermantrains, gendarmes, SS, and theielorussian

collaborators throughouhé entire period. Assaults on German outposts and troops allowed the Poles to replenish their

arms. Captured Germans were routinely released after being disarmed and questioned or exchanged for captured Polish
partisans, so as to prevent retaliations agatime civilian population, a strategy that was not followed by the Soviet

partisans.

14 Krajewski, Na Zi e mi N 02873 &8r A @erntanmditiary report of April 26, 1944 concluded that the
arrangementvas used by the Home Army to their advantagehatticaused the Wehrmacht more harm than good.
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combat adversary than the Sovjetisans:®> As Soviet field reports confirmthe Polish population

continued to bdirmly opposed to Germanule.*® Furthermore, there is credible information that the Soviet

partisans were more inclined targetPolish partisans than Germans. A Home Amtgnt in the Lipiczany

forest ( Pus z ,evkodrougtt lpackdnfoan@ierkoa Jhe spy network established in thebgrea

the Soviet partisang gather information about the Home Arndiscernedt h a t ithe main goal
Soviet partisans was toutealize the Homé&r my o6éacti vi st sé6 when the Soviet Ar
Germans wasesc ondary f or 'SAnwider to elinaatet Polishapartisans was found in the

possession of a leader of the Chapayev detachment of the Stalin Biigdeember 2, 194%. Tellingly,

Soviet partisans did not att ackevenmtmughNiawas sittmtechic ent r at i
the area where their largest forces were concenttaMdre importantly, Soviet partisans were also known

to have entered into local ceasefires itk Germans, some of which are described in Jewish sdlrces.

BKrajewskiNa Zi emi Nol8gr -dzkiej,
16 Boradyn,Niemesiirzeka niezgody28.

Y"Twor z y Ass EReknémbef0.

18Krajewski,Na Zi emi No5SBo gr - dzkiej,

lgMichag?] Woggej ko, iOb-ypalaghadgz Kagadyeesdwobi agmituski ch nac
1944: Re k o n e n Slaukapis: Bsandoa wsc pz-Guifle@ine,mo 031 (2014): 8394.

2 saac Kowalski describes an agreement that Sdeetsh partisans in Rudniki forest entered intdlite Germans:
fiOne day one of our contact men gave us the message that a

latter wanted to live in peace with the German post. The answér Wass . The result was a gentl en
that the Gemnans would not obstruct our passage through the village and we would not burn down their bunkers in the
ni ght . The agreement was hono Ae&dcretbPyess hnoNati Eusop8@de also € 0 See Ko

reproduced in Isaac Kowalski, comp. and &dthology on Armed Jewish Resistance, 19385 (Brooklyn, New

York: Jewish Combatants Publishers House, 19891), vol. 4 (1991), 391. Sulia Wolozhinski Rubin, who was a

member of the Bielski partisan group, recalls similar arrangements in Naliboki ford&: s et t |l ed our tents ol
of LakeKr oman [ Kroma®& é On the other side of the river the Ge
men would talk to the Germans. They werendt | Agaiestr ested i n
the Tide,134. It would be & misguided to assume that the beleaguered Poles we@epman or even prblazi, as it

would be to conclude thatll the Jewish partisans who aligned themselves with the Soviets were Communists or

supported the Soviet regime for ideological reasdnsreover, these local Polish Home Army dealings with the

Germans cannot be compared to the serious flirting that Zionist factions in Palestine under Abraham Stern and Yitzhak

Shamir underook in the early 1940s, when the German army was still victorious. [&&tmiBa Zionists contemplated

joint military actions with the Germans against the British and ateng alliance with Nazi Germany in exchange for

assistance in transferring Jews from Europe to Palestine. They were thus predicated on full suppoN&oir war

effort against the Allies. See Yehuda Baukrws For Sale: Nazlewish Negotiations, 1983945 (New Haven and

London: Yale University Press, 1994) and Edwin Blatke Transfer Agreement: The Dramatic Story of the Pact

between the Third Reicld Jewish PalestindRevised edition (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Brookline Books, 1999).

Another point of reference is the case of 300 Jewish soldiers who served in the Finnish army and found themselves in

league with Nazi Germany when Finland, who had &malienemy in the Soviet Union, joined the war in June 1941.

Their alibi i s AWe did not help the Germans. We had a com
exoneration goes |like this: A What nmwelrced yt hceayn saunpspwoesre.do tToh ed
government rejected Germanybés request to hand over its Jeyv

so. However, the Germans did not press the issue, as they were afraid to lose Finish cooperationea§awistd.

Finland did hand over to the Germans Soviet soldiers taken prisoner during the winter was in 1940 as part of a scheme

to exchange prisoners. Among them were Jews who perished in German c8stody. P a u | Kendal I, AThe J
Fought for Hitlerr6 We di d not hel p the Ger mdheslelegrapglLontdend Maach €@ o mmon ene
2014.
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According to historian Kenneth Slepyan, Al ocal part

nearby Ger man garrisons, ensuring quieesfor the enem
Before the Soviet partisans turned on their Polish counterparts in the latter part of 1943, sheaBole

undertaken many joint operations with the Soviets af

1942, togude®WodmaMaiyn 1948y 1943) . Cooperation r esume

Army, but was shotlived. The city of Wilno (Vilniusin Lithuania, Vilna in Russian) was liberated in July

1944 by a joint assault of the Red Army and the Home Army, with the Poles initiating the®attack.

Afterwards, the Soviets promptly disarmed the Polish forces by stéafthis pattern of treachery

chamcterized SoviePolish relations before, during and after the war. The best known example was the

Warsaw Uprising of 1944, the largest a@G#rman armed insurrection in occupied Europe: after

encouraging the Poles to take up arms, the Soviet Army stoulliytiyn the east bank of the Vistula during

2L Kenneth SlepyanSt al i nés Guerr il |Véodd WasSlohawrente, Kamsast UnveasitysPress rof
Kansas, 2006 160.

% Krajewski,Na Ziemi Nowg r - d 204i e j ,

% Home Army forces initiated the attack on Wilno on the night of July, @944, but had to retreat in the face of

overwhelming German forces. The Soviet Army launched another assault later that day (July 7), supported by the

Home Army uneérground in the city, and the Germans were driven from the city by July 13, after heavy fighting. Some

500 Poles fell in battle. Tadeusz Piotrowski is mistaken when he suggests that it was for some hidden motives that only

a third of the available AK foreefought with the Soviets to liberate Wilno. See PiotrowBk, | and 6 s 8dol ocaust,
90. Rather, it was because the attack was advanced by one day (from July 7 to July 6, 1944), that almost half of the

Polish forces did not arrive in time. See Roman Karabbr@ker acj a w{ WafEs&hw: ARaEst wowe
Wydawnictwo Naukowe, 1985), 202. On the battle for Wilno see Tomaszewski, e EBs zczyzna | at woj ny
193919454769 5; Wo § k@knroiwmes kWi, | e Es ki Zwi Nzku Wal ki iZ95267%; nej Ar mi i
StrzemboszRzeczpospolita podziemna 2 7 2 ; Stani sjtawai eLewvadhdiosvshka, Wil na w | at
Swi at Seeordrevised and expanded edition (Warsaw: Neriton and Bellona, 200i135322e editor of the

official anthology of the Jeish partisans, however, presents an entirely different (and skewed) version of these events:

ithe city was recaptured by the combined efforts of the Je
Kowalski, Anthology on Armed Jewish Reaiste, 19391945,vol. 4 (1991), 434. Yitzhak Arad provides a somewhat

di fferent assessment: AiThe great offensive by the Soviet a
covered 220 miles and reached the entrance to Vilna [Wilno]. Tha Wantisans joined the Soviet army units. Soviet
forces cut off Vilna on July 7 and 8, 1944. ¢é Jewish parti

city. 0 GhetwinAlaraedd60. (Afterwards, Yitzhak Arad joined the NKVD and waxtive in combattinng

the antiCommunist Lithuanian underground. He was dismissed from its ranks for his undisciplined behaviour. See

Piotr Zychowicz, i Rizetzpospylitajuly 12 h2808. pKowatsla id also perplexed that, after the

liberat i on of Wil no, AfPolish partisans within the city stild]l
about them. Like the others, they were shortly After order
Secret Press in Nazi Eope,349. Because of the intervention of a Jew who worked for the Soviet supreme command,

Jewish partisans were excused from serving in the Red Army on its perilous advance into East Prussia. They were

allowed to remain in Wilno where they were presentéti Wedals of Valour, the highest honour in the Red Army.

See Rich CoherThe Avenger@New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2000), 154. According to Isaac Kowalski, the partisans of

the al most exclusively Jewi sh ANekamaledto yafiodeimgpeaatnceod of i
economic posts in the city. See KowalskiSecret Press in Nazi Eurof86. Astoundingly, writing in 2011, Jewish
historian Leonid Rein claims that the fAGermans ietsed the AK
Ar my . 0 SkeXingsarndthe Pawr364.

24 The Soviets apprehended 6,800 Polish Home Army fighters by stealth and disarmed them, executing hundreds. See

Jarosfgaw WO§kdgowsHKie Es ki Zwi Nzku Wal ki Zii9d® (Warsajv: Ar mi i Kr
Adiutor, 1996), 2668 3 ; Henryk Piskunowicz, ﬁDziagaInoSi zbiojna Ar mii
1944, 0 in Zygmunt Boradyn, Andr zeAr iihani krl ajreawa ama MNoewagrk: dPc
Wi |l e Es zc zify9B5)({ War(sl®®dw:1 I nstytut Studi-w Politycznych PAN, 19¢
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the 63day heroic struggle and watched the Germans massacre Polish redigtateceandsome150,000
civilians ®

The evolution of writings on the relations between the Poles and the Soviet and Jewssinpastivell
worth tracing. Soviet reports from December 1942 attest to a rather favourable attitude toward the Soviet

partisans on the part of the Polish population, including Poliskiséhce and partisan groufisiowever,

in a report filed on Septerabr 16, 1944, concerning the f#AHiIistory an
Partisan Detachment, & Tuvia Bielski (or Bel sky, K no
|l egendary Jewish partisan | eader i nPodsawhoijpbimedithe f or est

White Polish legions fighting aiWhythsdramaticangehans agai r

% The story has been retold brilliantly in Norman Davies, si ng 064 4: 6 T h éonBoa:tMadmilan,f or War s av
2003).

26Boradyn, edArmi a Krajowa na Nowogr - dOzAvHniwe Siwi Wit Il e Edokayriemite w( !
15 (information from the chief of the intelligence department of the Belorussian Central Staff of the Partisan

Movement, dated December 21, 1942).

§Jewish Units in the Soviet PYad Yashsra $tudibkpl. 22 (h983): ¥0011,Sel ect ed D
here at p. 408. According to that document, which waautbored by Tuvia Bielski, the detachment commissar and its

chiefof-s t af f Mal bi n, read in conjunction whAlbert BrensteisAk i 6 s post w
Tower from the Enemy: Contributions to a History of Jewish Resistance in RblandYork: The Orion Press, 1959),

352172, and in Meyer BarkaiThe Fighing Ghettos(Philadelphia and New York: Lippincott, 1962), 244, the

following chronology which is at times uncledremerges. The Bielski brothers quickly adapted to the Soviet
takeover in 1939 and took wup positions in the regimebs | o
1941, they lived as fugitives in villagesain the forest, with the help of friendly Polish and Belorussian peasants.

Their forest group grew to twenty or thirty by the summer of 1942, and Tuvia, as the eldest brother, was chosen to be

the leader. It was only in the late summer that they becaraal gartisan detachment and began growing rapidly in

numbers. They called themselves the Zhukov otriad, after Marshal Georgii Zhukov. Fearing annihilation, they
faffiliatedod with the Soviet par ti s an storiPanchenkoe, afoeal | of 194
Sovi et partisan commander . Tuviabds brother Asael was seco
reconnai sagvadk& ei f o R u 9 si943napout 50 youngmred were transferred to Russian detachments.
AroundSept ember (or possibly June) 1943, Bi el skids group bec
formed the Ordzhonikidze unit or detachmeatriad) and were placed under a Russian commander and a Russian

commissar, with Zus Bielski remaining asdd of reconnaissance. Tuvia Bielski was appointed commander of the

family group, which officially became the Kalinin detachme
primary task was to provide specialty services for Soviet partisan ghotipe forest. Asael Bielski joined the Kirov

Brigade, but latéy together with some other Jewish partigamsturned to the Bielski group. Asael was reappointed as

assistant to the commander and commander of the fighting forces. See also NechaDefidieme: The Bielski

Partisans(New York: Oxford University Press, 1993), 43, 106, i12¢ , 131; Yehuda ®BHhaer , fiNowo
Story of aShtet] ¥ad Vashem Studiesyl., 35, no. 2 (2007): 5469. According to the sequence established by Peter

Duffy and YehuddBa u e r based | ar gkefiagce,araund Tanuwa§y $943) theoBielska gyraup/became

part of the Lenin Brigade, which was subordinate to the leadership of the Baranowicze Branch of the Central Staff of

the Partisan Movement, headed by Vasiliethyshev, whosaom de guerravas Major General Platon. The group

was then known as the Second Company of the October detachment (previously Unit 96), under the command of
Panchenkov. In June 1943, the detachment received a new name, Ordzhonikidze, lardntiBrigade, which was

headed by Fedor (Fiodor) Sinichkin and included Bielskiés
was succeeded by Sergei Vasiliev as brigade commander in August 1943, and the Biatsknlbatant detachment,

which was severed from the much smaller combatant group, became the Kalinin detachment. This was a large family

camp that provided for its own needs and provided services (such as sewing, shoemaking, baking and medical care) to

the Soviet partisans in theear. About half the combatants (around 100 partisans), however, left the combatant group

and made their way to the n@ombatant group. Early in 1944 the Kalinin detachment was removed from the brigade
structure and made an Aioried direalyntd Eaemdrad Sokol\ (aec EffmeGapeev), thea t rep
commander of the Lida Concentration of the Soviet partisans. The combatant group, Ordzlrfikitkzdy under

the command of Captain Lushenko, but in fact led by Zus Béls&unted 117 partisar{gicluding 9 Gentiles) on the

eve of 1943. The combatant group engaged mostly in fAecono
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In memoirs published shortly after the war, Bielski paints an entirely amicable portrait of early relations
between Jewish and &h partisang® According to Nechama Tec, the author of a monograph about the
Bielski partisans, Bielski maintained a friendship with the lddaime Army commanderLieutenant
Kacper (or Ka saplategs Audusjladdz Miwg &3 z e ws lorgirdally knowniasthe wa s
Polish Partisan Detachmer® 6 | s ki Pa@gzuxhiadPr t he KoSciuszko det achme
transformed i nt o BatdlianS So g)ipptieckHonte aAtmy.hatoldNerth¢im, who
served as aidde-camp for SemeSemion, Shimon, Shalom) Zorin, a Sovdetwish partisan leader in the

same area, also describes relations with the Polish partisans uiitll Bid 3 a s >AThis sheuld dot y . ©

if acfeace confrontations with the GrerBimsknBsothers: The Drary pol i ce. 0O
of Three Men Who Defied the Nazis, Saved 1,200 Jews, and Built a Village in the([Revextork: HarperCollins,

2003), 91, 12628, 169, 18889, 19G 91, 209210, 22728. From the fall of 1943 to 1944, the Ordzhonikidze unit is

said to have participatl in 37 combat missions (most of them jointly with other Soviet units) and mined railway lines

west and northwest of Nowogr - dek. (There was only one rai
Soviet sources culled by Polish historiansdive e f ol | owi ng, somewhat different, sequ
removed from the Ordzhonikidze detachment of the Kirov Brigade in November 1943. As of January 3, 1944, the

Bielski detachment was removed from the Kirov Brigade and reported ditectly So kol ov, who was Pl aton
command; however, the Ordzhonikidze detachment remained in the Kirov Brigade. On May 6, 1944, the Bielski
detachment became the Kalinin detachment. The Bésanowicze
(Ordzhoni ki dze, |l ater Kalinin) and Zorinds (Unit 106). At

(of whom 162 were armed), and the latter had 562 persons (of whom 73 were armed). Thus the vast majority of the
membership of these twof ami | y o gr oup s -fighters. See BdralyMiemeiiéka meagodyg4. By

July 1944, the final tally for Bielskiod6s group was 991, wi
See Duffy, The Bielski Brothers259. Only a verysmall number of the armed partisans fell in combat with the

Germans. After the arrival of the Red Army, Tuvia Bielski hastily disbanded his force to make it difficult for his

fighters to be conscripted into the army and soon left for central Poland wittrdther Zus. He then moved on to

Palestine before emigrating to the United States. Ibid., 264, 266. The youngest Bielski brother, Aharon Bielski, who

was only about 11 or 12 when he escaped to Naliboki forest. His participation and impact on thehéf@iefski

group was, in the assessment of N e c h ®efianceRE7cAhardm mdson i mal , al
settled in the United States after the war and changed his name to Aron Bell. He became the vice president of a
synagogue in Palm Beh, Florida. In October 2007, Aron Bell, along with his wife, was charged with kidnapping and

scheming to defraud their Polish Catholic neighbour Janina Zaniewskayeaf3d Polish woman who herself had

survived Nazi imprisonment during the waf,atout $250,000 in life savings. After emptying her bank account, they

all egedly secreted the woman in a nursing home in Poland.
Attend New Synagogue PaniBe&ch Daity NBvextober DS2007 vin acpiea deal, the Bells

agreed to repay the money in exchange for having the charges dropped, on the condition they not violate any laws
within 18 months and have no contact with the a&amcti m. See
Beach Case: To Pay Re s tPalin Beachdaily Newsebraaryi2,2808Pdliahnjoumalistsk a , 0

Piotr Gguchowski and Marcin Kowal ski r e c @dwet:IPyawdeiwao t e a bool
historia braci Bielskich\Warsaw: Biblioteka Gazety Wyborczej, 2009), however, it met with severe criticism from a

broad specr um of schol ar s. See, fOprd (Neepewugiwaehistorib bracizBéelskichoe b r o ws ki
Nasz DziennikJanuary 23, 200Kr zy szt of Jasi ewicz, fiR2gczpospolitalanwany 24y zec zy wi st
2009; Dariusz Libionka and Monika Adamyk-Gar b o ws k a , fiRecenzja ksi NUKki 60dwet 6:
Bi el s@azetabNylipbrcza January 31, 2009; Kazimierz Krajewski and Le
braci BGehskdobphso Pismo (Wagsawea I506¢2009) 19%26.r yc z n e

% Nirenstein,A Tower from the Enem$65 66.
# Tec, Defiance,114i 16.

OAnatol Wertheim, #tydowZésatyHistaryczpRass), hok 86 (1888): 1B0. Wejtloeimy s i , 0

who hailed from Warsaw, wrote in glowing terms abthe warm and hospitable reception he and two other Jews
received at the Polish partisan base in Derewnidl ( Der ewna)
Wertheim served as aigkcamp for the Sovielewish partisan leader Semen Zorinridowho hailed from Minsk,

fought as a Communist partisan in the Civil War in I9P20. When the Germans occupied Minsk, Zorin lived in the

ghetto. In late 1941, he escaped to the forests in the Staroe Selo area, about 30 kilometres southwest bElinsk, w
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be surprising given the admde guardiee wafl dloi) e u tacsmednets cMii oaesd

of hisownfighters

In 1941 Lieutenant Kacper MilaszewsgkiMi § a g, kreownsbi the pseudonym Lewald, began to

organize the Union for Armed Struggle (|l ater the Home
(strictly speaking, the communities in the region included Derewno [or Derewna], Naliboki,

Rubi eUewicz [RubieUewicze], and part of |l wieniec). He
capacity | served during the organization and early operations of partisan units gnctemhiand

in the Nalibocki [Naliboki] Forest (the Severgyghth Infantry Regiment and the Twerfgventh

Cavalry Regiment).

When we had our framework ready, we began to penetrate German offices and place our own
people there, with the aim of gatheringd transmitting news about German actions. The most
valuable information was transmitted by Hipolit Samson and J. [Jan] Borysewioz de guerre
AKrysiao], both of whom the Germans | ater put to deat
exterminated andhen it would occur.

In the spring of 1942, we |l earned that the Germans pl
June. Lieutenant Milaszewski i mmedi ately sent me to Ru
Jews. The Rubi e Uenciosedby g tval brtbarbedvwire, allowirtg the Jews to
walk freely around the town. They depended on the generosity of the Polish people for their food;
the Germans did not give them any means of living. My first conversation was with Rabbi
Pentelnik fromDerewno and his daughter, Nieszka, a former schoolmate. The rabbi advised me to
talk with Bratkowski, the former commander of a unit, called Talbot [Tarbut?], from Derewno.

Upon my return, Lieutenant Milaszewk.ki was clearly ple

After some time, we received information about a plan to liquidate the ghetto in Stolpce. The
ghetto was wired and well guarded. We knew that the Germans used ghetto labor for slaking lime
and working inthes a wmi | | in Nowe S wy],ewozandi oechalf l§lomieters Ue E No w
beyond Stolpce. | was sent to the quarry under the pretext of buying lime. | met Jewish
acquaintances and relayed the news of what awaited them.

As they filled the bags with lime, three Jewish women asked me if | cdtddthiam along with
the lime and carry them to the woods. | replied that we would try it and asked them [to] sit in the
wagon. At the gate, the German police stopped us and sharply asked me where | was taking the
women. | replied through an interpreter ttis¢ Jews had asked me to carry them to Stolpce, where

they would pick up certain items from their abandoned houses and then return to work. The

he joined up with a newly formed group of Communist partisans. Because of constant clashes between the Jewish and
nonJewish members, Zorin formed a detachment made up of Jewish escapees from the ghettos (Unit 106 of the

Iwieniec Regional Central Cormand), commonly known as the Zorin unit. After successive attacks by the Germans

and Belorussian police, the unit transferred its base to Naliboki forest, in proximity to the bases of many Soviet partisan

groups. Anatol, the leader of a Jewish partisanwriti ch al so mai ntained a Jewish civili
up to 800 persons. About 100 men served in the combat unit whose principal activity was foraging for food and other
provisions among the local population. In January 1944, the partisan cohathaited them four villages in which to

carry out feconomic actions, o0 but they often went to raid
Israel Gutman, edEncyclopedia of the Holocau@tlew York: Macmillan; London: Collier Macmillgri990), vol. 4:

1739 40; Arad,In the Shadow of the Red Bann299 305. It is not clear whether members of the Zorin unit took part

in the massacre of some 130 Poles in the village of Naliboki in May 1943.
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Germans conferred with each other. Eventually a German sergeant approached me. He expressed

agreement, on cortitin that | hand over my German identity card, which would be returned to me

after | brought the Jews back to work. é | readily har

not my real name on it anyway. We moved away as th

After | crossed the railroad track, | did not travel over the bridge by way of Stolpce. | chose a
longer road on the left side of the Niemen. After one kilometer, | threw the bags of lime into the
ditch, and away | went with my Jewish charges. (This incidentldavbe confirmed by a former
resident of the Stolpce ghetto Mrs. R.N., who now lives in Manchester, England.)

In July and August 1943, action against the partisans began in the Nalibocki Forest. Several
German divisions, aided by thousands of polieatipipated in the operation, codamed Herman
[Hermann]. At this time our detachment numbered about 650 men under the command of
Lieutenants Milaszewski and W. [Walenty] Parchimowicz. For several days we did not fight due to
the overwhelming strength dfie Germans, who drove us deeper into the forest. In the forest, we
happened upon a Jewish partisan camp that the Germans had not yet reached. We had a cordial

e Ge

meeting. We had no provisions, but they had spare food
We learned that their detachment numbered a few hundred, primarily from the ghettos in
Rubi eUewicz and Stolpce. | reco®ynized many of my colle
Wiktor Noskowski, who hails from Ejszyszki, also recounts some of the forms of assistandevika
received from Poles and the Home Army in this area:
During the German occupation | was a soldier of the Home Army and in its ranks | came into
contact with partisans of Jewish origin: a medic whosen de guerrevas fARocho (1 donodt
remember his sname) and Aleksandére wi n (L e wi rBs kie guerrevals o §ieNr zo s . 0
(After the war, Lewi EsKki was a professor of medi ci ne
GdaEsk.) é
Of the examples of assistance to Jews in hiding known to me, the greatest helpfulness was shown
byte Korkul, Swieczko, MySlicki, Wogyniec, Mi siuro, Tun
families, not to mention Rev. Gedymin [Giedymin] Pilecki and even the commander of the local
Home Army battalion, Captain St athe sajeaage aShisuszkowski, wh
daughter, passing her off as his own child.
€ My school mate Estera Bielicka spent the entire [ Ger |
in Matejkany[also spelledVotejkany]in plain sight of all of the residents of this villagéot only
did the villagers know about her, but she was also seen at church services [neto\Eiszyszki]
and no one from among the parishioners betrayed her.
Rev. Gedymin Pilecki, the head <chaplain of the Nowo
shelered two Jewish women from Wilno in his rectamyHermaniszki] He also administed the
31 Account of Henryk Werakso, in Richard C. Lsk@®ut of the Inferno: Poles Remember the Holocduskington,
Kentucky: The University Press of Kentucky, 1989), il7Y . The testimony of Kacper Mi §a
Eugeniusz Wawrzyniak, edZe wspomni e@® Uogni er zyWardaw: IrGtut Wyglawnickko wogr - d e k

Zwi Nzk-w Zawodoi®ich, 1988), 191
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sacrament of baptism to Dawid Lipnicki, changing his name to Andrzej, and placed him with his

sexton Wacgaw Misiuro. (When the Red Army arrived 1in
hideout with the Tumielewicz family and joined the Soviet army. Jears later, Misiuro met him
in Biagystok. Lipnicki was —riding in a convoy of aut

recognized Misiuro, his first protector, and immediately denounced him to the NKVD as a Home
Army member.) Rev. Pilecki also helped tW\lno ghetto with shipments of food. Jews from
Wilno, who travelled in trucks accompanied by authentic German gendarmes who had been bribed
to act as camouflage for the convoy, were brought by Misiuro to the rectory in Hermaniszki. There,
they picked updns of food procured by Rev. Pilecki.
The Kiersnowskis, owners of an estate in Podweryszki, helped the Jews in the small neighbouring
town of Bieniakonie. During the harvest of the crops they snuck loaded wagons into the town
where starving Jews descedon themThe Jews appreciated this help as was shown a year later
when one of the Jews from Bieniakonie who survived, now a Soviet partisan, successfully stood up
for Kiersnowski when he waseizedfrom his home by the Soviet partisans, though he wablan
to prevent them from taking Kiersnowskids boots.
The mayor , oBfol eRagdauwE Kul i gows ki , i ssued fictitious
(Personadusweis to Jewish refugees, thus enabling them to remain legally in their chosen place
and to obtain employment. | personally met two such Jews: Wirszubski, gorétgerin the local
Kreisverwaltung [district administration], and Artur Rozental, a mechanic in the estate of
Horodenka. &
After the independent state of Lithuania was incorporated into the Soviet Union and the
diplomatic posts of the neutral coungievere shut down in Kaunas, the Polish underground
extended a helping hand to those Jews who did not manage to leave for countries outside Europe
and found themselves entrapped. In the underground certification workshops of the command of

the Wilno distri¢ of the Home Army, a factory producing false passports and imitation visa stamps

was established under the direction of Mi chag and Rom
These documents helped thousands of Jews to | eave for
Oneshal d al so note the marriages, al bei t infrequent, b €

Franciszek Kudelskf married a Jewess by the name of Kazia and both of them held responsible

positions in the Home Army in the Baranowicze district
Chaim DWeigl raddr of the|[ aludenrcat |,sgdoredViha e n - w]
proposal put forward by the | ocal command of the Home
(AKor wet ao) and Br onto seigeathe pobeyj gdanded storéhdlOse off Sodigt

arms and eventwually to undertake joint partisan war f a

because, as he stated, he was afraid it would provoke the Germans to take unanticipated repressive

32 During the German occupation, Alina Colle worked in a medical laboratory in Baranowicze which was supervised
by Franciszek Kudelski, a Pole, who was a member of the Home Army. After her escape feomaa Gunelp in

the ghetto, Colle turned to Kudelski for assistance and received help from him and a number of other Poles. She joined
a Home Army unit near Lida posing as a Pole; even after her identity was discovered, she was allowed to remain in the
unit. See the testimony of Alina Colle, dated December 15, 1947, Archive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw),
no. 301/4009.
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measures. In view of his stance, the prospect of organizingdaresistance was impossible against

the will of the Jews. It was agreed only that contacts would be maintained and information

exchanged through a designated | iaison, the elegant Ch
It is worth recalling the burning of the farm and #moting of the fveame mber Wo gy ni ec f ami |l y

in the village of Romaszka@E e near Weren- w, together

whom they sheltered. Two Jewish women from Wilno were found on the property of the Sakowicz

family in the remote seélme nt of WJgadysgaw- w. The owner of the farm
Wer en- w, managed to escape death because he was absent
until the end of the war. In Radu®& the cover of the

Fortunately, he was rescued by the Home Affny.

Jewish sources also confirm that relations with the Polish underground in this region were generally
favourablein the early period

At a certain stage, contacts were also established between somes ghedtothe Polish
underground. Such a link was formed in Wiszniewo [Wiszniew]. Members of the Polish
underground sent information, received over the radio, to the ghetto; they also sent in underground
newspapers and leaflets. There was talk of bringingopskms and arms into the ghetto, but there is

no proof that this ever happen#d.

It was December 16 [1941]. é Late that night the | oca
Jews, had warned the Judenrat [imgJodadgm. aé small town n
A Polish forester took a group of Jody Jews, twelve families in all, to a secluded swamp area

where therewasawallonceal ed sandy hill. This is where they set

Dave and | decided to find more weapons and by chance wiblet upon the perfect contact.

Hi s name wa s Vanka [ Wa Ek a ?atioraalistd fronn dlynavaves a Pol i sh ul
[ MGynarowo]. We did not know it at the ti me, but he w:
#BWi kt or Noskowski, fiCzy YavyfSd HHloly28&p1997t zepr osi Pol ak:- w?0

34 Shalom CholawskyThe Jews of Bielorussia during World War(Amsterdam: Harwood Academic Publishers,

1998), 139. With regard to the connections with the Polish underground, Cheina Rabinovich offers the following

elucidat o n : Aln Vishnevo [ Wiszniew] and nearby areas é in tt
underground activities against the Germans. They communicated with the Judenrat in the ghetto. They would come

secretly and bring news from the radio, ansastmes even some pamphlets from the Polish underground. They even

talked with us about weapons that they would bring to the ghetto. Everyone discussed the idea that on the day of
annihilation (we all realized that such a day will soon arrive) we showlel éwplosives and to use them so that some

might be able to escape to the forest. After some long discuss@®tision was made to nix the plamnce everyone

was too scared and maybe stild]l had some mhowpéchhati Vi sédypewou
during the Second Worl d Wiashneva kdi shehdyetah wenenahda:rSaferszikaron e d . ,

(Tel Aviv: Wiszniew Society in Israel, 1972), 107 ff.; English translatidfiszniew, As It Was and Is No More:

Memorial Book, posted on the Internet at: <http://www.jewishgen.orglyizkor/vishnevo/vishnevo.html>
Nothwithstanding such evidence, Holocaust memoirs contend that, already in late 1941 and throughout 1942, Home

Army partisan units roamed the countryside looking for Javdls@ommunists to murder, which is long before Home

Army partisan units became active in the vicinity of Naliboki forest. See the memoir of Noah Podberesky from

Wiszniew: Samuel Podbereskyever the Last RoafCollege Station, Texas: Virtualbookworm.conf03), 37, 50,

51.

18



underground and in charge of a large collectidrweapons. Vanka was an important source of
information and shelter. He had a concealed shortwave radio which gave us news through the BBC.
€ His house was also very close to Jody and we al way
provide a secure hidngmpae ¢é He al so had friends among the | ocal p C
Germans. Through them, Vanka knew much about German activities in our area.

We were soon able to purchase our first weapon from

weapons and with iofmation he received from his friends in the Polish and Belorussian Bolice.

Likewise, at least in the initial stages, the presence of the Home Wasyiewed as beneficial by many

Jews in hiding in various parts of Poland. A Jew from the SiedIceattess to this:

That the Jews succeeded in surviving in the forest was also in some measure due to the Polish
underground. This organization became progressively more active, and, by the summer of 1943, it
had developed into a fulledged, partisanofiti t . &

As a result of the AHArmia Krajowa] activities, the Germans, if they could, avoided venturing
into the countryside. Gone were the days when a few of them would take off into the villages to
have extracurricular fun with requisitions and caiifihgs. The underground was systematically
assassinating all their collaborators and spies, except those who also served the underground. They
had killed the Arbeitsamt in Losice [Gosice] as well a
all collabomltors and German agents were inevitably Jewbaiters, these assassinations often seemed
to the peasants an admonition not to harm Jews. This impression was strengthened by the illegal
pamphlets distributed throughout the country in which the official posi@fahe AK was to help
the remaining Jews by all possible means. So the underground protected us to some degree, not
only from the Germans but also from the Poles. And, indeed, this was the quietest and safest period

in our clandestine [ifé®

Obviousy , somet hing ot her t-Bemitism playadd an nmportant [fad linitlteeh ant i
subsequent deterioration of relations with the Soviet and Jewish partisans. What went wrong?
Understanding the complexities of the situation in northeastern Polarkkista a proper assessment of
relations between the Polish underground and the Jews throughout the country. This book is not intended to
be an exhaustive treatment of the topic of Pelistvish relations, nor is its primary focus the Polish Home

Army. Ratker our intention is to dispel the popular, but undeserved, image of bloodthirsty Polish partisans,

35 peter Silverman, David Smuschkowitz, and Peter Smuszko®iom Victims to Victor§Concord, Ontario: The

Canadian Society For Yad Vashem, 1992), 79,108, 97, 129. Throughout this area the local police was infiltrated

by the Polit underground. The chief of police of the Nowa Mysz district, Henryk Zaprucki, was at the same time a
commander in the Home Army. See Martin De@uoJlaboration in the Holocaust: Crimes of the Local Police in

Belorussia and Ukraine, 19441 (Houndmills, Baingstoke, Hampshire and London: Macmillan, 2000), 143. The

chief of police in RaduG, Franciszek Gugowski, who provi
connections with the Polish underground and eventually abandoned his post. Se& Yilledie Named Dowgalishok,

25 26, 263; Testimony of Beniamin Rogowski, March 14, 1965, Yad Vashem Archives, file 03/2820.

36 Oscar PinkusThe House of AsheRevised Edition (Schenectady, New York: Union College Press, 199011213
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who were allegedly eager to collaborate with Germans against the heroic Soviet and Jewish partisans and
were preoccupied with hunting down Jews. Althoughome can deny that Jews in hiding were in a
difficult, precarious and, indeed, desperate situation, and that their fate did not always elicit the sympathy
of the local population, the simplistic and distorted picture pushed in Holocaust literature of Polish
partisans waging a war against the Jews is far from accurate. Nor is it borne out by a careful reading of

Jewish writings and recently revealed Communist documents.

An Overview of PoliskiSoviet Wartime Relations
As historian Norman Davies points olRples and other peoples in E&stntral Europe were in a

hopeless predicament, caught in the same double bind, overtaken not just by one occupation, but by two:

Eastern Europe lay astride the battleground of the two greatest tyrannies which the wgdt has
seen; and the full horror of its fate can never be comprehended unless events on either side of the
dividing line are related to each ottfr.

Conditions throughout occupied Poland varied greatly. In some areas, especially in northeastern Poland,
the situation was particularly volatile. The Soviet Union invaded and annexed the region in September
1939, in violation of a treaty it had signed with Poland in Riga in 1921 and the -Bolstt Non
Aggression Pact of 1932. The Soviet occupation, whidedasntil July 1941, targetefitst andforemost
the Polish populatiah officials, officers and soldiers, as well as the nascent underground, but also
consumed tens of thousands of Polish civilians especially the ElRedishBelorussian relations hadsal
taken a turn for the worse with the murder of about two thousand Poles by radical and especially
Communistinspired factions among the Belorussi@r Byelorussian, sometime®ferred to asWVhite
Russian)population in September 1939As could be expeed, resentment over the Soviet occupation of

19391941 lingered after the arrival of the German occupiers, and engendered suspicion about all

Nor man Dalée san di PJ e wsNew York Revigve ol Booldpel 9, 4987.

38 As mentioned earlier, according to Soviet statistics, between October 1939 and June 1941, the Soviets had deported

more than 120,000 people from prewar Polish territories incorpomatedhe Belorussian SSR, of whom around

90,000 were ethnic Poles and 23,000 Jews. The vast majority of the Jewish deportees, however;nadresovho

had fled to this area in 1939 in advance of the invading German army; the reason for theirialepoasttheir

reluctance to accept Soviet citizenship after being offered the possibility of returning to their homes in the German zone

in the early part of 1940. It appears that about half of the Jews who had taken refuge in the Soviet zone did accept

Soviet citizenship and thus avoided deportation; the remainder were, much to their surprise, rounded up for deportation

as unsure el ements. See Eugeni usz Mi ronowicz, AiZmi any st
Bi agorusi Wl 914aB,iamgke ZeSz@yd Historyczne, o | . 20 (Biagystok: Bi agor usk
Historyczne, 2003): 194202.

39 These abuses targeted primarily Polish authorities, the military, and landlords on the eve of and during the early

weeks of the Soviet invasion of Potaim mid September and early October 1939. Some 2,000 Poles were killed by

their Belorusian neighbours, who were inspired to a large degree by Communist agitators and whose misdeeds were
applauded by the Soviet authorities (such as General Ponomarenkd)icBea § G n aN radaiesckich pkowach:

Studium o agresji 17 wrzeSnia 1939 r. i 0i1944dGdnrelksk:i ej pol
GomUyEskie Towarzystwo NaukowePoilm.cyWaig -Bw,a §lo9r9u7s)i,n i6 9w zVdibeorrzz

20



subsequent Soviet actions and desigi®e central staff of the Soviet partisan movement was established
on May 30, 1942. Headed by Panteleimon Ponomarernkaradually took command of the separate
partisan units that had sprung up in the area. The partisan movement was subordinated to the Communist
Central Committee and not to the Soviet aritg/leadership was aainated by NKVD officersThe Soviet
army and NKVD had their own intelligence units in the foreéts.increasingly formidable and dense
network of Soviet partisans, which became heavily infiltrated by NKVD agents, was viewed as a vehicle
for the furtherane of Sovi et interests and reincorporation of
Union® It was apparentot most Polesthat another clash with the Soviets was inevitabldese fears
would prove to be correct.
The only norSoviet underground #itary organization operating ithis areawas the Polish Home

Army, who answered to the Polish government in exile in Londlmmtheastern Poland, comprising the

prewar provinceso j e w ) ofaMiine@N o wogr - dek, Bi agystok uasmofthePol esi e,
Obszar Biagystok (Obszar |I|1) (Biagystok Area) of the
(0 k r)& Wilno, headed by.ieutenantColonelA|l ek sander Kr zy Nawo @sheadedk i Wi | k 0)
by by LieutenantCol onel Janus a z IS g ky iketdédi By r Laeutenai@tolonel

Wgadys gaw MSicn igggmaRklésid (cdiresponding to the boundaries of the prewar provinces.
The Home Armydistricts wereunder orders teooperate witlthe Sovietunderground and not to engage in

combat with Soviet partisarts Contrary to claims found in Holocaust literature, there were no other Polish

40According to Soviet sources, in July 1944, in the combi n
Wilejka, there were 8 partisan groupings or concentrations, 69 brigades and 171 independent detachments with more
than 63,500 partisansn laddition, they were supported by 226 NKVD groups and units, counting more than 3,100

persons, which were involved in diversionary and intellige
See Mi chadg GnatowsKki , fRoztyilAWeZ sjreadii ekooknifrhi Rogzinemi em n
wschodnich ziemiach Polski w latach 1941944, 6 i n Marzena VLiedke, Joanna Sadows
Granice i pogranicza: Hi tBoraiy scmdzi & mrsd Sud iut i BH dasiByanirsat doc ke E v

1999), vol. 2, 18081. The largest concentration of Soviet partisans was located in the Baranowicze district and was

under the command of Vasilii Chernyshev (or Chernyshov), who was known as Platon. It was divided into four zones

orregios (|l wi eni ec, Szczuczyn, Lida and Stogpce) and, at its
detachments totalling about 17,500 people. There was also a partisan concentration in the southern zone of that same

district (Baranowicze) consistiraf three brigades and four independent detachments and counting 2,400 people. In the

Wilejka district, to the north, there was an operational military division headed by Colonel Fedor Markov, which

consisted of 18 brigades and five independent detachni¥érgs combined strength was 12,000 people. In addition, it

had two reconnaissance and diversionary detachments counti
there were five brigades and seven independent detachments, totalling 7,0@0 Tieege were located mainly in the
Lipiczany and R-UanaAfmirasksa] Gwa ®BarMadwogr edO24ywni e i Wi l
Swietl e dokumelnlt.- vHi sscwird cakni cMi,chagd Gnat owski heBdlisht s out t h;
underground were largely unsuccessful because of a lack of support for the Soviets on the local Polish pSpelation.
Gnatowski , AKontrower 8K ii rkaodnzfil ei ckktiym np ehdktrgeoizi@dachn a p- gnoc
Polskiwlatach19411 944, 6 i n Liedke, Smuce wsgkaniczayald,188yr kowski ,

“1n the summer of 1943 the | eadership of the Wi lno and
instructions from the Home Army supreme command to conduct discussiorie aadperate with Soviet partisans

based on principles of mutual respect including respect fo
Eastern territories continued to be an integral part of the Polish §assee Tadeusz Pegczy E&ki, Hal i na
Garl i GBski, KGszmenti keir,z al nrda nWgko dArmiarkragowazw dokuroeatach 1930848, wl.

3:Kwi eci dlfec1®44 3L ondon: Studium Pol ski Pod Oike mnjecj@®s k1 976) , !
Zwi Nzku Wal ki Zbrojnej 1AM9MHILDE6 Kr &8hawejws kvi ,| afilcemt rldAvBeOr sj e i
ZWZiAK i radzi ecki m p o-dschodnich zZemiacn Bolskp w trtaah cl®4@9 4 4, 6 i n Li edke,

Sadowska and TyrkowsKkgranice i pograitza,vol. 2, 186.
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partisan formations in this area such as the wghg National Armed ForcelNlar odowe i gy Zbrojr
NSZ)*? nor was there ansignificantBelorussiamationalresistance movemeta German or Soviet rufé
There were, however, various Belorussian and Lithuanian formations, both military and police, in the

service of the Germart8.In April 1943, some 30,000 members of the Belorussian auxiliary police we

“I'sraeli historian Leonid Smil ov iAms KrgowaandtneNaedoayrdsicl e, c | ai ms
Sily Zbrojneé I n t he summer and spring of 1943 [sic], they victi]
Nal i boki , Rudensk, Naroch [ Narocz] and Bryansk. o The Home

summer of 1943, though certainly not in Rudensk and Bryansk (areas located in Soviet Belorussia), and was still on
good terms with the Soviet partisai@milovitsky is correct in saying that the Home Army came to view the Jews as

ipsSoviet elements, o0 which they by and | arge were, but t ha
Polish civilians (e.g., Naliboki in May 1943) and partis§ag., Lake Narocz in August 1943). See Smilovitskii,
Katastrofa evreev v Belorussii 194944 gg.2 2 (al so 14) , 138. S miJéwisl rielatisnk,y 6 s t r eat

found at pp. 1246, is very selective in its use of facts, poorly researched rimstef Polish sources, and decidedly
pro-Jewish and even piSoviet. The NSZ did not field partisan units in this region, though, beginning in 1943, it
briefly maintained a skeletal district command. Its activities were most likely limited to Wilno arappextiew other
towns. However, as early as fall 1939, the National P&tiyfnictwo Narodoweorganized its clandestine structures

in the area, including thdarodowa Organizacja Wojskow®ational Military Organization). The NOW organized no
permanenguerrilla units, although occasionally it sent out its special task forces, mobilized for the occasion, to carry
out various antiGerman, antSoviet, and artbandit operations. The NOW suffered incredible losses during the great
German pacification in #hvicinity of Naliboki forest in summer 1943 and it members were latepted into the AK.

See Kazimierz KrajewskilJderzeniowe Bataliony Kadrowe 194343 (Warsaw: Pax, 1993), 380. An exceptional
case was thdJderzeniowe Bataliony KadrowgShock Cadre Bttalions) of theKonfederacja NaroduNational

Confederation), a small unit of about 80 men headed by the radicalFOANR anga | eader Bol esgaw Pi a
moved into the Lida aréain the vicinity of the town of Iwie (Iwj@ f r om Bi agyst o& andwasOct ober 1
incorporated into the Home Ar my. Piasecki 6s group |l eft the

the Home Army in protest of the decision of some commanders of beleaguered AK units to accept weapons from the

Germans after th&oviet assault in December 1943. See Jan Erdibeyga do Ostrej BramyLondon: Odnowa,

1984), 24041; Krajewski,Uderzeniowe Bataliony Kadrowe 194843, passim; KrajewskiNa Z i e mi Nowgr -dzki e
120; Boradyn Niemeiirzeka niezgody39i 40; Wojciech JerzMu s zy Es ki , i Kon f édcgklogedig a Nar odu,
i Bi ady c(Radém: Boskie Wydawnictwo Encyklopedyczne, 2002), vol. 9] B21The Shock Cadre Battalions

were accused of killing one of their officers allegedly because of his Jewish origin. It hassheglished, however,

that the officer in question turned betrayer after being blackmailed by the Germans, who had arrested his wife; he was

thus liquidated as a Gestapo collaborator. See KrajeWsdkirzeniowe Bataliony Kadrowe 194843,351. According

to an unverified and undocumented account, Pi asecki 6s uni t
confessed to being sent by the Germans to ferret out partisans. Piasecki put the blame for that deed on his chief of staff,
WojciechKnt r zy Es ki AWogkowyski o, wh GeeelacekoMildmewskPwa ¢ aofzddawy sh

Konspiracjdw r T pglityka: Za kulisami Polski Podziemnej 193945 (Warsaw: Agencja Wydawnicza CB Andrzej
Zasieczny, 2003), 7Af t er t he wayearoldBonavasskadhappédsandln@urdered in Warsaw by Jewish
avengers; the circumstances of that event are described later on.

“3 Historian Leonid Rein, relying on a Belorussian so@irééeh Dziarnovich, ed.Antysavetskiia rukhi u Belarusi

19447 1945: Davedrik (Minsk, Arkhiu Nainoushae Historyil999), 120states that there was a network of Belorussian

nati onal parti san det achment s, uni t ed Bealaruskaia NamodnaiaBe |l or us si &
Partyzantka, BNJ, that fought primarily againstoSiet and Polish partisans. However, no details of their strength and

activities are provided. See Reifhe Kings and the Pawn®80. Belorussian historian Zakhar Shybeka also mentions

an underground organization, perhaps the samé treBelorussian Naihalist Part$ which was allegedly opposed

to both the Nazis and Soviets. See Zachar Szybieka [Zakhar ShyHeka,t or i a BiR@ (bublin:dnstytut 7 9 5

Eur opy $Wschddnieji2002). However, as historian Eugeniusz Mironowicz points out, that claim has not been
substantiated. See Eugeniusz Mironowi cz,usfkRuwedgh ip aprotlyszka necjk, i
Krzysztof Buchowski andHi Wopcyeghpdl esyy Es kit ewedy. | biagor
wi eku: Hi storiografia polska,(Biaggwsh&: i | hs aygtoutusHa stpor il
Bi agy mKaolkdr a Ekonomi i Nauk Spogecznych Politechni ki
Bi agymstoku, Sekcj a -Vilsghodmigh- Dawng] i ReeczysfdspditejoRolskeego Towarzystwa

Historycznego, and Prymat, 2003), 66.

* 0on the topic of Belorussian kd abor ati on see Antoni di MUfoDds alvbi tO¢ e Ru Roin
Collaboration, Extermination and ArBartisan Warfare in Byelorussia, 1941944 (Bayside, New York: Europa
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pitted against some 75,000 Soviet partisans, engaged in open WaNeney Belorussian nationalists had

sided with the Germans in the vain hope that they might one day allow the Belorussians to establish their

own state or protectorate. The Sovietsoexed preGerman Belorussian administrative officials and social

and political activists by the hundredss well as thousands of peasants whbup fresisanced® While

many Belorussians fought in the ranks of the Soviet partisans, that force could bandigarded as a

national Belorussian underground, as it answered only to the Soviet government. To round out this picture

we should mention other lesser players on the scene: Cossacks in the GermHrhasycalled Russian

National Liberation ArmyRONA), and Ukrainian and Latvian police and SS divisions. A Lithuanian anti
partisan known as thelLLet aubs c Vé)euBderntiieecdtimankibfi mdie (
Gener al Povilas Plechavil|ius, whi c h tiweansthe &ilmbi r el y un

region in 1944 and targeted both the Polish underground and its supfoif@ere was no armed

Books, 2003). The foll owing #fn aanuayd®4: dswhite Russiae Bataliont at i on e d
(Minsk), 47" White Russian Battalion (Minsk), #8Vhit e Russi an B at"tWhiteiRossian B&tglom i m) , 49
(Minsk), 60" White Russian Battalion (Minsk), 84vh i t e Russi an B a { Whité Russian Bat@lpi bo ki e) , 6
(Nowogr -"dMhki)dt,e R@Gissian Battal i on"Whi®lRussian Battaion (VBIgka)c8 i n Pol i s |
White Russian Battalion. For a description of the activities of thegemnan Belorussian forces under the command

of Boris Ragula (Borys Rahula), see Duffihie Bielski Brothers233 34. Ragula (Rahula) was the Nowog d e k

district leader of the soalled Belorussian Free Defence Corps. See Turdhiégka Jor uS pod oR4Bpacj N ni em
Ragula (Rahula) also directed actions against Polish activists in his capacity as the local leader of the Belorussian

National SefHe |l p and advi ser of the Gebi et sNadiemnNosvagad z Kbhe jINowo gr - d ¢
40, 295. There were also many Russian, Ukrainian, Estonian, Muslim, Cossack, and Caucasian formations active in this

area, but no Pol i s hUntermenschern $8 &nifdrneso 31 iWeffenfGeehadier Difiision of

Wa f f e nTheSJ&irna of Slavic Military Studiesyol. 20, no. 2 (April 2007): 3295; Rein,The Kings and the

Pawns36477. On Lithuanian formations in this area, see Martin
of Jews in Belarus and Ukraine, 19414 , & | vgydas Ni kgentaitis, StefantheSchreiner,
Vanished World of Lithuanian Jey&msterdam and New York: Rodopi, 2004), 286. On Lithuanian collaboration

generally see Knut Stangollaboration und Massenmord: Die litauische Hdjpolizei, das Rollkommando Hamann

und die Ermordung der litauischen Jud@mankfurt am Main: Peter Lang, 1996),1361; Chr i st oph Di eckmann
Rol e of the Lithuani ariesmdlarandtFéliks Ty bddaciagutisetNazo GenonidéddBre a t e

Jews and Jews in Eurog@erlin: Metropol, 2004), 14%8; Ni k g e n t a iTheiVanjshea Worldadf Lithuanian

Jews,175 203, 20521.

> SzybiekaHi st or i a BiROHBZL usi 1795
46Krajewski,Na Zi emi Nollogr - dzkiej,

4" samuel J. NewlandCossacks in the German Army, 192945 (London and Portland, Oreg: Frank Cass, 1991),
127 37.

“8 The most dramatic confrontation between the Polish underground and #Bemnan Lithuanian forces ensued after
a series of paci fications undertaken by Gener al Pl echay
Adamovs zczyzna, and SieEGowszczyzna, in which dozens of Pol i
38 Poles in Glinciszki on June 20, 1944, the Home Army decided to strike at the Lithuanian garrison in Podbrzezie

which was responsible for the ssacre. Since the 28&ithuanian SelfDefence Battalion had been removed from the

garrison, a Home Army uninstead attacked the Lithuanian village of Dubingiai (Dubinki in Polish), which was

believed to have had provided recruits for the Gersmonsoed formations, and executed 27 inhabitants on June 21,

1941. However, a few of the victims turned out to be ethnic Poles. This harsh reprisal was contrary to instructions from

the regional command of the Home Army but had the desired effect of curtaifthgrfLithuanian pacification§ee
Wogkonoks Kig, Wil e Eski Zwi Nzku Wal ki i2945,10B,n196]23636r 241 i Krajowej
42, 24647, Ar osgaw WogJgkonowdkit,e waRd, o, &i (2001)p 649sRkoob e r t Dani gowi cz,
fiWoj na d oRmeczpaspalita Warsaw), October 13, 200R a we § R&dinciszki k Dybinki: Zbrodnie

wojenne na Wile@G&zczy¥fnie w pogowie 1944 r oktewskich i ch

konse
(War saw: I nstytut Pamytaot St uddowe jPo hlind Galnmansyevdmtualfy A N, 2015)
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Lithuanian resistance to the Germans, and therefore German retaliations rarely targeted Litffliahéns.
Lithuanian partisan movement, whdsase of operation did not extend east of Wilno, did not emerge until
the arrival of the Red Army in the summer of 1944 and fought the SdViets.

Relations betweethe Polish undergrounénd the Belorussian population became increasingly strained
largelybecause of the suppdite Germans encouraged and received fBalorussian nationalist®ue to
a lack of qualified Belorussians, in areas where there was a large Polish population the @ezmans
the Poles tooccupy positions inthe local administrabn and police during the early stages of the
occupationThis did not sit well with Belorussian nationalisisom 1942 Poles were largely removed from
the police and administrative positions they initially occupiedany event, dnunciatios of Poles and

alsoof Belorussian Catholics who were regarded asRwlish took on massive proportioiSWhile this

demobilized Plechavil|liusés formation for reportedly, amon
local population. See Rimantas ZizBgrsecution of Nodewish Citizens of Ltiuania, Murder of CiviliarPopulations

(1941 1944), Report submitted to the Internation@bmmission for the Evaluation of the Crimes of the Nazi and

Soviet Occupation in Lithuania (Vilnius, 2003), 64 93, also publisheth ChristophDieckmann VytautasToleikis;

and Rimantas Zizag ar o bel ai s veinQ oijrO ojiuwiylnid@o4d/\Wurders of @risenersdd War

and of Civilian Population in Lithuania, 19841944( Vi | ni u s : M a.r(Zizas confasps thei chron@o@y005 )
Areprisal so and ft loreGlintiazki ared Dabingiait) hnel948, she &Home Army and Lithuanain

partisans reached an agreement in Olkieniki to cease mutual fighting and to provide information to one another about

the activities of the SovietlzfiemicesnaSew®lawrgz KanhiesezdoAld
Syrmyk, ed.Apar at bezpiecze®twa Pol ski Ludowej wobec mniejszo$
(War saw: I nstytut Paminci Narodowej, 2009) .

9 As pointed out by Lithuanian historian Riman#igas, proportionately Lithuanians suffered fewer casualties than
any other national group under German occupation. Only a few thousand ethnic Lithuanians, out of a population of
almost two million, were killed, a toll that includes 500 men who had edlfste Germarsponsored battalions. At

least ten of those battalions took part in operations directed against Jews. On the other hand,

Massive repressions and various attacks were executed against the PeMdriantiderground and

i ts member a,thé policyof theeNaz occupiers (and of the local Lithuanian autonomous

administration) toward the Poles was incomparably harsher than toward Lithuanians. Over the entire

course of the Nazi occupation of Lithuania, the Polish intelligentsia, clemitgry and others were

terrorised and annihilated. As seen from data presented by Polish historian M. Wardzynska [Maria

War dzySBstkiagcja | udnoSci pol skiej w Genidpieal nym Komi sar.i e
1944 (Warsaw: Mako, 1993)], more than 1000 Poles may have beed Killeng various massive

punitive operations and about 7000 Poles were deported from the Vilnius [Wilno] area for slave

labour in Germany.

See ZizasPersecution of Nodewish Citizens of Lithuania, Murder of Civilian Populations (19%14),65, 70 71,

121i 23, also publishedn Dieckmann et al.,.Kar o bel aisvi ® ir civili®94yventoj & g
Murders of Prisoners of War and of Civilian Population in Lithuania, 19444 According to Polish sources,

approximately 15,000 Poles perished at the hands of the Germans and ttheanigin auxiliaries in the interwar

territory of Poland incorporated into the Germar c upi ed Lithuanian state. See Grze
niemieckie na Kresach Il Rzeczypospolitej 10#944,Pami Al i S pno.a®v@oes):iB5. wo ST

°Arina sys, RaribResistance Movement in Lithuania, 19444 (Vilnius: VAGA, 2003). The sealled
Supreme Committee for the Liberation of Lithuaniay(r i ausi as Li et uvoi¥LIK) [ipd Bitles vi ni mo ko
popular support and influence and was entirely destrbyethe Germans in May 1944.

The best treatment of this topBiagiosulskinduicthh héerppdGegyb
Pol ski i Pol ak:- w-wsa& hpidemicoach | p R@gecaeziy@ospolilogdgoDzigegod okupac]
Najnowszeyol. 43, no. 1 (2011): 76.05. See alsalerzy GrzybowskiPogo E mi idzy Or g mi Bi agdym,
CzerwonN GwiazdN: Biagoruski il956(Warsaw: 8@ Stddioe2g1iptioagho wy w | at e
denunciationsvent both ways, Poles suffered the brunt of thedatl especially with the implementation of the

Polenaktionin the summer of 942 directed against the Polish educated classes, in which Belorussians played a
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resulted in hostilities between Germaligned Belorussian nationalist factions and the Polish underground
on the political levelwhichissometime i nf | at edl y +f ¢ feaegread wdocordaryi ¢ d@fi al |

to the view expressed by some histortamse s u |l t -scale ethiii¢ aldamsingssuch as those

prominent role both as informers and executionSre.e Mi chagd Wogdgej ko, AOb-z zaggady K
dziagalnoSi biagoruski icl®4:Rekenes aas i b bGlaawekzojpddsa c hP-0lsdl spo §e
kulturalne,no. 31 (2014): 8394. The following citations from ReinThe Kings and the Pawn$38, 200, 3085, are

based orGerman sources:

At the beginning of the Nazi occupation, phenomena such as denurxidtyormByelorussian

nationalists against Catholics in general, and against their priests in particular (both Poles and

Catholic Byelorussians), were quite widespread. These accusations resulted in the execution of a

number of priests, such as Gliebovicz [HénHlebowicz], who had been entrusted with mossiry

activities in the Minsk area by the Archbishop of Vilna (Vilnius) [Wilno]. Two Byelorussian Catholic

priests, Stanislav Glyakovski [ Stani sgaw Gl akowski ] an
executed in Minsk after denunciations accusing themrofPplish activities. The flow of such

denouncements did not cease during the entire period of occupation. The head of the local

propagandists in the Baranavili [ Baranowicze] area, Bed
sympathizing with the Poleisn hopes of restoring a Polish state, and
deserve to be taken into our political confidence. 0

Byelorussian functionaries accused Polish officials of intending to create a Greater Poland,
sabotaging German orders, and disanaing against the Byelorussian population. Often even the
deportation of Poles was demanded. In some places, Polish inhabitants were expelled by sending
them to Germany as forced labor.

The Byelorussian legal mass media were allowed to wagdatish popaganda, so one finds that
the ByelorussiattanguageNovaja Daroha( The New Road) , published in Bialyst
wrote in May 1942 about the fidominationo of Poles in va
where there are active Byelorussidhese relations are very quickly corrected and justly settled by
the German authorities. o é
In mid-1942 the Germans began an open-Botish campaign. A particularly tough position was
adopted by SGebietskammiss&Egen.nn Jorje 1942, special fine was introduced in
the Slonim district, i mposed as a penalty for the wuse
Byelorussian or German. As early as the autumn of 1942, eightymembers of the Polish
intelligentsia were shot by the occtipa authorities, and one thousand Poles were ejected from their
workplaces and replaced by Byelorussians. In April 1943Gesietskommissanf Vilejka [Wilejka]
Haase thought that it he removal o f t he Pol es from By
Byelorussian collaborationist bodies did not hide behind the German authorities in inciting the
population against the Poles and in carrying out variousPanish measures. An especially active
role in this respect was playéy bodies such as the BN8elauskaia Narodnaia Samapomath
Belorussian Popular Selfid Organizatio, the BCR[Belaruskaia Tsentralnia RaéaBelorussian
Central Council] and thelocal selfadministration. According to Polish historian Kazimierz

Krajewski, t he f elorgsdian @opalar e s d 0 Or g i AdBtyi ono compi l ed 1
the Poles who were to be arrested or executed. The Byelorussian auxiliary police units also

participated in the repressive measures against the Pol
Poes were also the first fAcandidateso for deportation t
mo st Apopul ardo methods i mpl edmenisttagod in Byglordsdiagfor of f i ci al s of

eliminating Polish influence.

Rein notes, at p. 148, dhthe work of the collaborationist Belorussian Popular-8elf Organization Belaruskaia

Narodnaia Samapomagh, wher e denunciations prevailed among the ranks
as wel |l as the Byel or wnsteiacivities®ha BeloradsiancCathlic pprekta in Minsk see O
Zygmunt ZieyciEskiel edijne w Plodldssc:e Meotdr oplkod daec jwN | 2Bk a i |
(Katowice: Unia, 1992), 40. In fact, they were not-paish and hampered the attiies of Polish priests. One of the

Belorussian priests, Vintsent Hadleuski (Wincenty Godlewski), who was a member of the Belorussian PogAitdr Self

Organization and became a school inspector in Minsk, was executed by the Germans on December 24, 1942.
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experienced bythe Polish populationn Volhynia and Eastern Galicia at the handstleé Ukrainian
Insurgent Army>?

Unfortunately, there are few objective overviews of this entire complex topic. One worth mentioning is
by Polish historian Teresa Prekerowa, who was awarded by Yad Vashem for her rescue activities on behalf
of t e g o tsh Courcihfer Aifto Jeiv& Prekerowa notes that when the Jews first started to escape
from the ghettos in northeastern Poland (in the latter part of 1941), they encountered only small groups of
Soviets, as regular Soviet and Polish partisan units folonbdlater. Most of the Jewish fugitives would
never be accepted by the Soviets, however, because they lacked Weapstandard precondition for

joining any partisan unit! They banded together and eventually, as more d@specially womed

52 Rein, The Kings and the Pawn88, 306. At p. 305, Rein mentions attacks by Home Army units on Belorussian

villages without providing any background information, but does not refer to any of the numerous attacks by Soviet

partisans on Polish villages, steibed later in the text, that occurred in that same area (Lida) around that same time

which targeted Polish civilians suspected of supporting the Home Army. The number of Belorussians killed by Poles

has been grossly exaggerated in Soviet and Belorussianes. It was certainly considerably smaller than the number

of Belorussians killed by Soviet partisans, not to mention those killed by the Germans. This topic is canvassed

extensively in Boradyriiemerfirzeka niezgody2049 . See al so Maggorzata Ruchni ewicz,

w latach1939 1948 na obszarze tzd ac hodni e j Bi agPruzeimi@nynn@resdioalbs$Ski owe n:
Wschodnich 1l Rzeczypospolitej 193248, 292. Ignoring these findings, Alexandd’rusin and Leonid Rein cite

Belorussian sources that claim that some 1,200 Belorussians were killed by Home Army units in the Lida area. The

former historian at least acknowledges that the attacks targetégepnean nationalists and their social orgations,

whereas the latter historian simply speaks of attacks on villagers. See Phesirands Betweeh84; Rein,The Kings

and the Pawns305. These retaliations and countelations were not grounded in ethnigitgr se as were the killings

ofPols by Ukrainain nationalists, which one Jewish eyewitnes
Polish cottages in Ukrainian territory to find their owners nailed to the wall, spikes through their wrists and feet, throats

cut in the most wrt a | kind of sabagery. o See JaRukEa® dlgktfranttez and Ly
Holocaustt Ur bana and Chicago: University of ITIllinois Press, 1
politicized when it is applied to relationgtwveen Poles, Belorussians and Lithuanians, as its extent was rather limited

compared to the intensity of intethnic killings in places such as Vojvodina (involving Croatians, Germans,

Hungarians and Serbs), Istria (involving Italians, Croatians ancefins), and Greece/Chameria (involving Greeks

and Cham Albanians), which took the lives of tens of thousands of people. On conditions in those territories see the

foll owing entries in W kipedia: fi 1 sQceummtmmof \Bjaniday 19410 A Foi be K
1944 wngari an occupation ol 9 BA,Cl& mmuamids t BaRuarng éds9 4i3md Ser bi a
AChameria, 0 AExpul pamd P arChmynt il & abx ecnst i ons. 0

r
9

“Teresa Prekerowads ess asyin JerdyWomaszawski, edd X jurp@aw g 2e 0d aippjear t y d -
Polscé w zarysie (do 1950 rokiyvarsaw: Wydawnictwo Naukowe PWN, 1993), B30.

¥ There are many accounts attesting to this practice among Soviet partisans. Shalom Yoran who escaped from the
ghettoinkur zeni ec recalled: fAWe asked to be accepted into thei
replied that they only accept ed -cuthoorneiwbuld beveecegied without € Thei r
weapons. 0 Se eThé&Ddiant: & frueYStor(aNe,w Yor k: St . Martinds Press, 199
angry commi ssar replied that he made no exceptions. He r e
who escaped from the ghetto in Lachowicze along with seven athers a |l | e d : iWe began | ooking f
four weeks we found the first group of partisans made up of 25 Russians, they did not want to take us, because we did

not have any weapons, they told us to get ourselves weapons, then they would take Bme t he testi mony of
Szczupak, Archive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw), no. 301/49. Abram Bobrow, who was part of group of

Jews who had fled from Pohost Zahorodny, recol | dgct s: AioOnce
being able to fight with his group. Once more, we were turned away for the samedreason weapons. 0 See Abr
Bobrow and Julia Bobrow, as told to Stephen Edward P3méces from the Forest: The True Story of Abram and

Julia Bobrow(Bloomington, Indianalst Books, 2004), 98. Another Jew recalls a typical reception by a Soviet partisan

|l eader : iwell, do you have a gun? Why didndédt you Jews prep
that mass grave without ofmeghtoi ugs keama K 1 eWh yt od ihded @t fyagthtc t h
same detachment , who concealed his identity, counselled hi
al |l hate us. You candét trust anyoof dohéimm. hdoedveegot heg fwb
Theyol |l send yowoyps&ki hg. @i Whemeyg dondt care; they find a
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joined them, thy established camps. Reluctant to part with what little money and valuables they had
brought with them, in order to survive the Jews had to beg for food or siomtyitt by force Initially,
farmerswere quite willing to share their foodith those who sked for it which is confirmed irmany
accounts referred to later on. However, as the number of Jews in the foresenditevir demands for
food becamemore aggressivethe attitude of the impoverished villagers began to changeenGhe
concurrent dmands for food quotas imposed by the Germans and the confiscations carried out by Soviet
partisans: these merous burdens from all factiotecame unbearabl is not surprising therefore, that
those who faced violent robberies turned to the local aitid®for protection. By any objective standard,
such persons were neither fAdenouncersod nor ficoll abor
Soviet historiography paintsratherrosy picture of the relationship between the Soviet partisans and the
local populatiod one characterizetly mutual friendship and assistanéecording to German historian
Alexander Brakl, who undetook a detailed study of theredominantly BelorussiaBaranowicze region,
both German and Polish sources well as Soviet field reportare consistent ipainting a picture of a
successively radicalizing partisan movement which secured its supplies from the rural population by force
of arms. While the central leadership of the Soviet underground attempted, from 19f8yeaatthe
accompanyingiolence éssaliis, rapeskillings), Soviet partisansould not do without the procurement of
provisionsand, as their numbers increased, so did the procurement operdtimse operationkad a
devastating impact on the local populatioReasants lived in fear of thmartisans, who could burn their
houses, brutalize them or even kill them and rape their wives and daug@hiersomparatively high food
rations of the underground fighters, as compared to that of the impoverished countryside, suggest that
considerationsdr the welfare of the local population were not a high priority for the Soviet leade@ship.
the ideological front, the Soviet partisans also conducted a violent campaign to surpressnplant
elements of the civilian population and to eradicate anm$ of opposition to future Soviet hegemony in
this area.They also provoked German counsdgtacks and reprisals, from which the civilian population

suffered greatly and which resulted in huge numbers of d&aths.

a Jew, they wondt take you without a gun rdagbubtbeclief ws came t
told them to shov dallenfLéaves: StBries of thes Holbaaustandothme, Partigtesv York:

Shengold Publishers, 1981),i41. That same account acknowledges that it was also the practice of Soviet partisans to

murderand steal weapons from stragglers, especially Jews, encountered in the forests. Ibid., 162. The nascent Polish

partisan units in that area generally only accepted those who had weapons. S@aRjizanci trzech puszc288 89.

%5 Soviet partisans beng rapacious and violent plunderers who took food, clothing and personal objects of all sorts,

leaving many villages with just a few head of livestock. Assaults and rapes were frequent occurrences during their
provisiongat her i ng e x p ebdmbozhkbo s Ohwoeworganiized, Soviet partisans
allotment of food was on par with those of regular soldiers. In addition to supplying the needs of the partisans,

including many from prewar Soviet territories, provisions confiscated fillagers (such as foodstuffs, livestock, and

equi pment) were Aredistributedod to | ocal residents who suj
Among the worst hoarders of stolen gooadsd wWeorrei ntdhse) tiwo Nadri o
forest, and the smaller groups in the fosesti n t he vicinity of 9¢aGrawwski,Li pi czany
AKontrowersje i Kk fii kadzimeadakizmn [F WdechodeichiziemechnPolskipy § nocno
latach 19411944, 6 in Liedke, SGaadiae wzograniczayold2, 1B6/ BotadymwiNieknerfirzeka

niezgody81i 87.

Al exander Brakel , ifnoDas all ergef2hrlichste i st di e Wu t
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é nothing had a waebawen icivilipna and padisansrthar thetpiocurement
policy of the Soviet underground. ¢&
In the beginning, when partisan groups were small, providing them with food was relatively
straightforward. And even the Germans acknowledfat] at this stagemost villagers were giving
food to the partisans voluntarily. And even if they did not, the amount of food the partisans needed
was stildl tolerable for the affected peasants. é But a
German reprisals, procuremen a n d , probably most i mportantly, the Gernm
supplying itself with food became increasingly difficult. Procurement operations became regular
events and from August 1942 they became almost daily phenoiénaugh the Germans tried
very hard to protect the villages and state farms in order to secure their own food supply, their
forces were much too weal to cope with this challenge. Additionally, as the partisan groups
increased in size, so too did their looting. In late July 194&a@ctiment of some 50 men took away
al | the peasantsd carriages and eight tons of grain at
about 30 partisans forced the inhabitants of the villa
carriages; and on September 1000 kilograms of rye and 500 kilograms of wheat were stolen from
the mill near Obryna. On top of the effects of German procurement policy, peasants were often left
without any food at all.
Food procurement was of crucial importance for otieioreason too. In order to obtain food,
partisans had to enter the villages. Thus, procurement operations brought them into close contact
with civilians. Very often procurement was accompanied by robbery and brutal violence against
villagers. Apart fromtheir desperate need for food, many partisans forced peasants to give them
everything they wanted. Alcohol was, unsurprisingly, in particularly high demand, but they also
stole goods of no use to them, including lingerie. When peasants refused to suthemder
belongings, they were threatened, beaten up or even shot. Rape was especially widespread. Drunken
partisans were particularly dangerous for the peasants and violence regularly became an end in
itself.
One Polish gl remembered how the partisatasgeted her village nearly every night. One day
they demanded vodka, and when her uncle told them that they did not have any, he was shot in the
head. The offender commented that there was no sense in a human beiogweitka. At another
estateapagian tried to rape a mai dser vhenabystawdingn t he f ar mer 06
partisan killed him.
The chief of staff of the detachment 6é6Suvorovd organi :

commanders. Completely drunk, one of themdttie rape two female partisarss. The search for

Verha&al tnis z ur Eide Wallstudiee zum °Gelliee Baranayvicze 194D 4 Aiert el j ahrshefte 1
Zetgeschichteyol. 55, no. 3 (2007): 39324; Alexander BrakellUnter Rotem Stern und Hakenkreuz: Baranowicze

1939 bis 1944. Das westliche Wei Cr us s |(Radetbornu Retdmand s owj et i s
Sch°ningh, 2 0 0 9) fiThe Relatianahip cbetweenBSovéek Rattisans and the Civilian Population in

Belorussia under German Occupation, 1941 oBen Shepherd and Juliette Pattinson, aifar, in a Twilight World:

Partisan and AntPartisan Warfare in Eastern Europe, 193% (Hourdmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire: Palgrave

Macmillan, 2010) 80 101. Brakel points out thain its negotiations with the Soviet partisans, the Home Army insisted

on three conditions: (1) that Germaeized estates not be set on fire because this wouldhakeoan impact on food

provisions for the local population; (2) that only selected persons be sent on requisitions to the villages and that they
behave properly; and (3) that each side be free to deal wi
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al cohol turned some procurement operations into verit
6Stalind brigade used most of the groceries obtained f
them fromvota i n the next. According to a commander é he
examples of partisans beating, hanging or shooting peasants for onlyitralb&&lcohol.é

A report sent to the Central Staff of the Partisan Movement in June 1943 desicelstliation

with the partisan brigade AFrunzed that operated in th

The brigade consisted of 650 armed fighters [é], m ¢
the Red Army. The leaders of the brigade did not order them to fiighhod train

them and did not try to closenks with other brigades and detachments. There was

no discipline at all. Drinking, marauding and illegal executions were widespread.

The popul ation called the O6Frunzed brigade |l ooters

The situationi n ot her brigades WwWawsnzdani hay , welvlenhaheulgéderm t he
extreme. Already thehtonic lack of ammunition constrained the pgrans 6 abi |l ity to fight t
Germans. Instead, most of them were idle and nogrthe forests. This, of cae, impacted

negatively upon their discipline and further encouraged their misuse of alcohol. In August 1943 a

special correspondent of the Central Staff of the Partisan Movement drew a disastrous picture of the

situation in the Baranovichi region:

Peasats ceased seeing any difference between bandits and proper partisans. Bandits
mingle with partisans, thus plundering the local population. Many partisan
detachments take part in this. Gambling, drunkenness, robbery, lack of discipline,
disobedience of orde can be encountered within all detachments. This brings

di scredit on the partisan movement. &

Party plenipotentiaries tried vigorously to stop such behaviour. They imposed a ban and prosecuted
those who violated it. Some especially brutal partisans exer sentenced to death. However, the
permanent lack of qualified fighters made it difficult to execute them. Condemned men were
usually reprimanded and given the chance to atone. Very telling is the case of one company
commander who was three times saonesl to death for looting, rape and other forms of violence
against the civilian population. On each occasion, he pledged to change his behaviour and was
granted amnesty. However, when he failed for the fourth time, he was eventually shot.
In essencethen, Communist partisan leaders could combat lack of discipline and senseless
violence on the part of their units, but food procurement was inevitable for military and economic
reasons. And the only way to get f deterchiningas t o take it

consideration for the partisan nutrition was how much partisans could obtain from their operational

[N

area, ratherthanthewdllei ng of the popul ation within it.
Partisan violence was not restricted to food procurement. It was also & mEamposing

ideological discipline on the local inhabitants of Belorussia. According to Soviet doctrine, the entire
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Belorussian territorpelonged to the Soviet Union. Every single person there was subject to Soviet
orders. All men could be drafted intike Red Army or its partisan representative on occupied soil.
And many were indeed drafteBor example, 16 per cent of members of the Stalin Brigade were
drafted from the local population. Young men were chosen and ordered to join the nearest partisan
unit immediately. Those who did not agree were executed.

Even worse was the treatment of locals whom partisans suspected of collaborating with the
Germans. Partisans not only shot suspects, but often their families as well and burnt down their
housesé

Frequently, partisans terrorized other personnel of the occupation system such as mayors and even
teachersé Members and sympathisers Amnfa KgjbwawerRol i sh under gr «
another group of victims. é AdnfireJune 1941¢theGelishman att ack on
Governmenin-Exile resumed diplomatic relations with Moscow. Thus, in the first period of the
war, the two resistance movements supported each other against the Germans, or at least avoided
significant conflict. However, theehders of both movements were under no illusions about the
extent of their ideological antagonism. The Soviet partisans triedastablish Soviet power in the
German occupicd territories and thus also incorporate the eastern partsaair freland intahe
Soviet Union. The Home Army, on the contrary, dreamt of resurrecting the Polish state within its
pre-September 1939 borders. For this purpose they tried to cooperate with the Soviet partisans and
hoped for a general uprising agditie occupier.

After the German defeats at Stalingrad and Kursk, when it became clear that Soviet victory was
only a matter of time, Soviet partisan officials lost interest in further cooperation and stopped
negotiations. They now regarded their main duty as the clean$itite occupied territories of
6tstile el ementsod. Wi ftettively Wwith thdR@edmans,rthea ynairdop@ohentn g e
was now the Polish underground; in November 1fREhtaleimon]Chernyshe\the chief of the
Central Partisan staffrdered the diarming of the Polish units.

This was the beginning of guerilla warfare between the two underground movements. [This
pertains to the Home Armydés Nowgr - -dek District, as Pol
idi sarmedo by t hbkeWlm\Distact in pugustt1948VaPj s éi nAntyone who
gave food or shelter, voluntarily or not, to the Polish partisans risked mass reprisals against their
village. This might take the form of verbal threats, ptaisibeatings or death by shooting.
Occasionmlly, the partisans burned down barns and crofts, depriving families of their livelihood.

Within the Baranovichi region, more than 500 alleged followers ofAtmia Krajowalost their
lives. An additional 4000 were registered in membership lists. WheRdtleArmy reoccupied the
territory in the summer of 1944, partisan leaders handed these lists over to the NKVD, which dealt

with the registered persons in its own special Way.

57AIexanderBrakleﬁThe Rel ati onship bet ween Sovi et Parti sans and t
German Occupation, 1984 , 0Shepherd and Pattinsowar in a Twilight World 87i 93. In a companion study in

that same volume (pp. 1027 ) , A The Gener@ra PartiGamsinBelorossia, 1941, 6 Er i ch Haberer ar
that, in spite of the Soviet par ti s ancelbetskenonpssarigtob r number s
Baranowicze, the German Gendarmerie, which numbered son@ Tierman gendarmeemained more or less in

control of the countryside well into 1943, thanks to the recruitment of reliable local policG&mah Ut z mfthaner ) ,

were mostly Belorussians. Their numbers increased from 816 in November 1942 to 1,065 the following March, and

233 by June 1944, This was | argel y du-nsutgencytmbasureGand,mansd abi
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When Polish partisan units became active and assumed the role of protéctioes Polish civilian
populationin mid-1943 another dimension came to the fo@»nditions became more precarious gt
the civilian populaton Pol i sh hi st or i an compelingygdhat Saviettpartigang i
resorted to exceptionally brutal robberighich began to take on the characteristics of class and ethnic
based retaliation directed at those suspected of supporting the Rudistground® This, alongside the
severereprisalsundertaken by the Germans to combat-patitisan warfare, meant that the population was
trapped between rival terrors competing for its cooperation by whatever means.

In his important overview P o | & nHolécaust® Tadeusz Piotrowskitraces the major political
developments affecting SoviPolish relations in that period. An appreciation of those conditions is an
essential backdrop for any serious study of the relations between the Poles and thpaltigésts in this

area.Piotrowski writes:

After breaking off diplomatic relations with the Polish governrriargxile (April 1943) over
Katyn,60 Moscow ordered on June 22, 1943, at a meeting of the Central Committee of the

simultaneously, retain the tacit support of much of the predominantly Belorussian civilian population, who readily

informed the policeontheh er eabouts of partisans. Haberer is also

ar gue s

of th

partisans throughout was the procurement by force of provisions (food, livestock, clothing, weapons and alcohol).

These foraging operations, which often turnemlent and deadly, brought them into conflict with the peasantry, who
and were quick to report on the pillaging, beating and killing of civilians, and burning of property. The most favourite
target s, though <certainly nat e$thaatypdlgettis, gewa @alish restates we

re Ger

turned into state farms by the Soviet occupiers. However, any meaningful popular support for the Germans was

eventually undermined by escalating requisitions, forced labour and recruitment for thefgrokicén a desperate

effort to mobilize all human and material resources to avert defeat. But even then, these were offset by the ongoing
Soviet tactics. The peasants accommodated themselves to whoever was in charge and, more often than not, this still

hapened to be the Gendarmerie.

®Gnatowski, AKontrower sjfK ii kroand2iiecakyi mmi pioddzsshiogrdoliV2Z m

na p-

ziemiach Polskiw latach1981 944, 06 i n Liedke, Siamdce vpegkaniczayah. 8, 18By r k o ws ki

%9 This invaluable book contains sections on JawiShapter 3) and Polish (Chapter 4) wartime collaboration, with

both the Soviets and the Nazis, as well as that of other nationalities who lived in prewar Poland. Piotrowski deals with
Yaf fa EI i ach6si9 Fha exgeepts betow are neprodugeiim pp. 98100 of Pol andbés Hol ocaust:

Ethnic Strife, Collaboration with Occupying Forces and Genocide in the Second Republicl992& 199 8
Thaddeus M. Piotrowski, by permission of McFarland & Company, Inc., Box 611, Jefferson, NC 28640.

<www.mcfarlamd pub. com>. The authorés endnotes have been omitted

%0 Katyn was the site of the mass grave of almost 4,500 of the 14,500 Polish officers who were taken as prisoners of

war by the Red Army in 1939 and executed in the spring of 1940. The discoube/mass grave by the Germans in

April 1943 gave rise to sharp denials (the Soviets accused the Germans of perpetrating the crime) and led to the Soviet

Union breaking off relations with the Polish government in exile on April 25, 1943. In 1989, neamarsOafter the

massacre, Soviet scholars revealed that it had indeed been ordered by Stalin. The topic of Katyn has a long and

impressive bibliography. Two of the more recent, important titles are by Allen Ratyn: The Untold Story of

St al i noMass®re(l Nesvihn Yor k: Charl es Kaym Massaere @énd theSReads of Pdlish9 1) ;

Resurrection(Annapolis, Maryland: Naval Institute Press, 1996). Herman Kruk, the chronicler of the Wilno ghetto,
argues that PolisBewish relations took a turnrfdhe worse after the Katyn revelation, since German propaganda
blamed the Bolsheviks and Jews in their service for the crime. See HermarirKeukast Days of the Jerusalem of
Lithuania: Chronicles of the Vilna Ghetto and the Camps, 12385 (New Havenand London: YIVO Institute for
Jewish Research and Yale University Press, 2002),ZR23Jnfotunately, there is some truth to this charge. An inmate
of Ostashkov recalled that the deputy commander of that infamous camp for massacred Polish officezs/\irasma J

Sok- gka, a ruthless NKVD captain who was the Aterror

31

of t#F



Communist Party of Belorussiajthuania and Ukrainkt he Sovi et partisans to #fAcomb
every possible means bourgeaiat i onal i st units and grldups [i.e., the
Belorussia, these orders were implemented by Pantelemon Ponomarenko, the first secretary of the

Communst Party of Belorussia and later chief of general staff of the partisan movement with
headquarters in MoscoW.the bnly leditWats pagisan uniBsen ther ussi a, 0

territories Awhich formed an i ntoe drealSopdarett ofr tihe oBel o

Gross and | rGosgW GrzutdezridEsikeast ym nas Mat ko naid42%prdonr zesgal i é
Aneks, 1983), 388. Badeon the testimony of a Polish Jew by the name of Abraham Vidro (Wydra), an article that

appeared in an Israeli newspaper in 1971 strongly suggests that Jewish functionaries were implicated in the massacre of
Polish officers at KAaJewish Maon [Yehastubh 8arokind i the Soviet Seeweity Service
Confessed: 6 WhaTheMy WoEryleds V&ialw Maadkw (Tel A/w)l July 2k 19YDH Russian

investigative journalist Vladimir Abarinov believes that NKVD General Leonid F. Raikhmerméichman, alias

Zaitsev) may have been the immediate organizer of the Katyn massacre. Abarinov also lists oth@é NN&BD

officers, some of them undoubtedly Jews, who were directly involved in the Katyn action. See Vladimir AFdrenov,

Murderers of Kén (New York: Hippocrene, 1993), 170. Based on a large number of sources, Jacek Trznadel

identified Lazar Kaganovich as one of those who, along with Stalin, signed the execution order and a number of other

Jews implicated in the Katyn massacre (Begmamahl| Feldman, Gertsovsky, Goberman, Granovsky, Krongauz,

Leibkind, Raikhman, Slutsky, Vishnyakova, Vitkov, Zilberman), as well as some who were actual perpetrators at the

scene (Abram Borisovich and Chaim Finberg). See Jacek Trzfadelyr - t r oamsit:r zKfdktgynéwiyje,

p ogl(Ndoymo r - vi MarckiDybgwski, 1994), 94115, 336 M.P.( PO denotes the authorés not

51 These instructions were disseminated in a circular dated June 22, 1943, issued by the Central Committee of the
Communist Payt of Belorussia, and at a meeting of its Central Committee Bureau convened on June 24, 1943. A
truncated version of the circular titled AOn the Military
Belorussia, o was p udhdiewiszhPeldcy w radzidtkire cuehy paiiyeamckith 1024945, 2"

revised and expanded edition (Warsaw: Ministerstwo Obrony Narodowej, 1975081l text of the circular and

the stenograph of the meeting of of June 2843ar e f ound i nskiMiicahfaodst®rc&ti®ew Zgr upowa
Partyzanckie( Bi agy st ok: Dziag Wydawnictw Filii uw, 1994), 119f f .
radzieckiego kierownictwa do pol s ki ej-wscHodnichs Kiesaehc j i ni ep:«
Rzeczypospolitej watach 19481 9 4 &tudia Podlaskieno. 5 (1995): 21147; Boradyn, ed.Armia Krajowa na

Nowogr - -dczy¥nie iilWidlhe Esvz cSowiTentilee (d18%k4a2rBeradyn;Niemesiraeka e c ki ¢ h,
niezgody,121i 24, 2364 5 ; Gnatowski , AKbyt mo wdAKsi jragziddkim boalziemiemn na

p - § n-wschodnich ziemiach Polski w latach 1941944, 6 i n Liedke, S&hmwces ka and Ty
pogranicza,vol. 2, 18185. These directives specifically tarogualisted APol i st
circleso (i.e., the Home Ar my) and called on the staff 0
nationalistsdo by every available means, to compromi se ther

local population for th&oviet authorities. In those regions where the influence of the Polish underground was strong,

the Polish units were to be squeezed out; agents were to be introduced into the units to cause theifrbreatithin

and demoralize their members; and tugthy persons in the units were to be won over to collaborate with the Soviet
underground.In those regions were the Soviet underground was sufficiently strong, the leaders of the Polish
underground were to be eliminated quietly; Polish units were toisleadded or absorbed where possible; and

disarmed Polish partisans were to be incorporated into Soviet units, and later purged quietly of hostile elraents.

prewar Polish territories were consi dernesde pteor abbd eant efrirn tt eog ry
the Soviet Union. As we shall see, this blueprint for a concerted assault on the Polish partisan movement was soon to

be implemented with considerable success. Soviet propaganda literature disseminated among the local population

accused the Polish government of conducting treacherous politics toward the Soviet Union and being capitulatory

toward Germany. For an excellent overview of the dynamics of the relations between the Polish and Soviet partisans in

this region Kemrt rCnvaeroswsek i i KomKF |ii kt pd mi ddkiym ZpMEd zi emi em n
wschodnich ziemiach Polski w latach 1941944, 6 i n Li edke, Sedice Wedaniczayol. @, Ty r kows ki
177192.See al so Zygmunt Boradyn, floPvaar trya aMa Wag rsiadvdddy Toraii ea  1A9 4nfli
Jasiewicz Europa nieprowincjonalna729 39, for an overview of the ensuing struggle (that took hundreds of lives on

each side), in which the Home Army retaliated against a concerted campaign of aggression directei aiga its

civilian supporters by the NKVINKGB structures attached to Soviet partisan formatibhB.

2T hat i s, Pol andds prewar provinces of Wi |l no, Nowogr - dek,
Union in Septembpor 4988, anflofni nbe most part, MBto the Bel o
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oriented to Sovi et interests. o The Soviets, t hen, in
Bel orussiao from 11,000 to 36,800 men in 1943.

As a result of the abovme nt i oned order , the partisan unit |l ed by A
was |l iquidated, at the end of August 1943, as was, | a't
well.®3 The modus operandi was always the same: leadetred?alish partisans were invited for
talks, during which they were disarmed and their units liquidated. Similar events occurred in the
Wil no area, in Lublin, in Wogy® [ Vol hynial, and in Eas
the regional AK[Armia Krajowa]l eader s wunder Lieutenant Col onel Wgadys
well as a group of members of the regional Polish Government Delegation for the Homeland, were
arrested and sent to the USSR.

On February 18, 1944, Deputy Ivan Séfoof the First Belorasian Front, the chief officer in
charge of the moppingp operations aimed against Polish resistance, reported to [Minister of
Internal Affairs Lavrentii] Beria that he had arrested 5,191 Poles. On July 14, 1944, Stalin issued
his Order No. 220145 to Gema [Ivan] Cherniakovsky? of the Third Belorussian Front and to
Serov. This new order called for an fi mmediate and
underground formations. o On July 17, Beria informed St

Today, we called upon the ®alled genald maj or AWi | ko (Kulczycki)

[ Al eksander KrzyUanowskil]. We informed AW I ko that
combat abilities of Polish formations and that it would be good if our officers could

become acquainted with these tdascsixi cs. AWl ko agr e
locations of the whereabouts of his regiments and brigades. We were also interested

in his officers corps and proposed a meeting with all the leaders of his regiments

and brigades, their deputi es, anddavec hi ef s of staff.

corresponding orders to his liaison officer who promptly left for headquarters.

Later, we disarmed AW | k. 0 €
On the basis of the information provided by AWl
foll owing plan. &

[ Beriads July 109anlastedtvddayseport: ] The acti

Sl nformation about the treacherous Soviet assaults on Nali
and Migaszewski ds unit ( iDteWeastts@n aftdr the iadbit3nade Vitike Smpressibnlat s h e d

the ti me. See Komisja HistorycznRolIPoOKHis&ki 8ighy SZhrmbdjunda&gw wd eI
Swi atwlw3 Armia Krajowa (London: Instytut Historyczny im. Gen. Sikorskiegt§50), 530; Poland, Home

Army, The Unseen and Silent: Adventures from the Underground Movement Narrated by Paratroops of the Polish

Home Army(London: Sheed and Ward, 1954), 144,113 ; Ant oni Bogusgawski os afterword
Mi Andzy MNi eDnfrmeinm N : Zi emi a WilLbneldiEsVKydawnictwiN Rolsldegand: Teéra KRgbitwa)

Book, 1955), 24445.M.P.

%As Peoplebs Commissar for I nternal Af fairs in the Ukrain
citizens from Polish territoeis annexed in 1939. Lavrentii Tsanava, mentioned later, was his counterpart in the
Belorussian Republic and fulfilled an analogous role in that republic.

65 According to one Jewish sources, General Ivan D. Cherniakhovskii was a Jew. See KéwsdgitePress in Nazi
Europe,374; CohenThe Avengersl46.M.P.
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Yesterday [July 18]
officers and NCO§®

of 4: 00 P. M., we di sar med

That July, Beria reported to Stalin that 60,000 Polish soldiers had been disarmed, including
15,000 AK members. Beria and Chetniaevs ky t hen requested Stalinbds per miss
the NKVD, the NKGB [National Commissariat for State Security], and SMERBHbssian
acronym for fi e ambtella hame Brpthreesindépendent couintetligence
agencies in the Red Armyheo f f i cer s with an fAoperative valueodo (i .e.,
with the Soviets [and those who may have had intelligence inforndatib®]) and to direct the
remaining officers to various NKVD camus il est they wu
Polish undergfound formations. o
I n another report based on Serovds field reports, Ber.i
in the liberated territories of the Lithuanian SSR [i.e., the Wilno area], from July to December 20,
1944, the NKVDand NKGB arrested 8,592 persons. 1,589 bandits were killed. From December 20,
1944, to January 1, 1945, 3,857 persons were arrested. 985 were killed. Thus, the NKVD and
NKGB in the Lithuanian SSR arrested 12,449 persons in all and killed 2,574 bardfit3aasiary
1, 1945. [Among those arrested were: é (d) 3,976 membe
After these successes, Serov was sent to the Lublin area, where, under the direction of the
NKVD, NKGB and SMERSH, further fiactd44oSemw wer e carri e
informed Beria that 15,000 AK members were detained in Lublin.
Meanwhile, on November 14, 1944, Lavrenti Tsanava (of the Second Belorussian Front and the
Peopl ebs Commi ssar of I nternal Af fairs i@n Belorussia)
AOn November 12, 1944, we sent a second transport (n
members of the AK and other Polish underground organizations to the NKVD camp in Ostashkov.
During the operation, 1,044 persons in all were arrest
On January 11, 1945, Beria issued Order No. 0016 instructing his commanders to deal with
fihostile elements in the I|liberated territories. o On J
13,000 members of the AK and other Polish organizations had hestedr In a report issued one
week later, Serov told Beria of the arrest of an additional 10,000 persons, including over 5,000
participants in the Warsaw Uprising.

% Albina F. Noskowa [Noskova] and Alina Fitowa, edBIKWD i polskie podziemie 19449 4 5 : Z NAteczek
specjalnycho JKrekawW. TAt WP Nn & 1i42vThis is ant eapanded BB-lArgYage 4 1
version of a book that first appeared as Albina F. NoskovaNé&W/D i polskoe podpole 1944 9 4 5 : Po fAosobym

papkamo | (Moséaw: lisstita Slavianavedeniia i Balkanistiki RAN, 199%0)P.

7 Norman Davies cites similar orders datifrom July 20, 1944, which indicate the established procedures for the
Aliquidat-ioaunfebantiotmati onso:
3. AK staff officers with operational significance should be transferred to the relevant organs either of
the NKVDi NKGB or of Smyersttounterintelligence.
4. Remaining AK officers should be sent to NKVD camps since otherwise they would occupy
themselves by forming Polish underground operations.

See DaviesRi s i n4y3.M.R. 4 ,
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I'n April 1945, Beriads Order No. 00 3hisdrdec al | ed f or t he
also specified that county officials, town and regional civil servants, editors of newspapers and
journals, and authors of arfioviet publications be arrested and deported to the USSR. At the end
of that month, Serov informed Beria that 50,00&krsons had been detained in his sphere of
operation.

Several of the highanking operatives in this territorial cleansing of @@Buiiet forces were
Jewd f or exampl e, Serovédés deputy Al eksandr Vadis and Tsa
Both Vadis ad Yedunov served as chiefs of SMERSH.

The Soviet war against the Polish underground continued for the remainder of the war and
beyond. According to General Leopold Okulicki, commander of the Home Army, between July and
December of 1944, some 30,000 Akembers east of the Vistula found themselves under Soviet
arrest . (I'n Lublin province the number was 15, 000, in
Czesgaw Guczak, of the 70,000 AK members who participe:a
the 1944 ampt to liberate Polish territories), 5,000 were killed in action and 50,000 were
deported to the USSR, where many more died. Meanwhile, oblivious to this treacherous turn of
events in the summer of 1943, the Polish govern#meakile in London, and congaently the
leadership of the AK, continued for a time to encourage the members of the Polish underground to
cooperate with the Soviet army and partisans in the war against the Germans. It is against this
background that one musatl wvcioedw asbmd aas DedDs off he nitlti ¢ tdiu al

Wile@zczyzna %Gnd Nowogr - -dek.

Thus the situation in northeastern Poldridh e Wi | no and Niobeoargerincreasikglyr e gi ons
complicated and volatile. The Home Army was late in forming in that area, catrigto the open as a
combat force only in the spring of 19%3It was not at any time in effective control of much of that
ethnically mixed territory, which was composed mostly of Poles and Belorussians, with pockets of
Lithuanians along the prewar Pdlisithuanian border, i.e., the westerly part of this redfBy then only

tiny remnants of the Jewish population survived hiding in the forests.) The strength of the Home Army

®The issue of HfAtacti calPolandbk a lHoat gEOlaanddmniested i later mshise d i n
work. M.P.

69Thefirstcombatunitfightingintheopcmas the unit commanded by Antoni Bur zy GEs |
of the Home Army is traced in detail in Henryk iPi skunowic
1944, 0 in Momiaad ykir,ajeadwa na Nowogr 4HX945)7F70.i e i Wil eE&zczy¥FTni e

o According to the 1931 census, the ethialigious makeup of the provincew o j e w ) ofzWilmop with a

population of 1,263,300, was as follows: 62.5 percent Roman Catholic (almost all of whom were Poles, with a

smattering of Lithuanianear the Lithuanian border and some Belorussians in the northern part); 25.4 percent Eastern

Orthodox (most of whom were Belorussians, with a small number of Russians as well); and 8.7 percent Jewish (by

religion). The Lithuanian component of the cityWflno was about one percent, whereas Jews constituted 28 percent

of the cityos popuwlfattihoen.p rTohvei nncaek eof Nowogr - -dek, with a po
40.2 percent Roman Catholics (mostly Poles, but also some BelorussiaBg)etknt Eastern Orthodox (almost all of

whom were Belorussians); and 7.8 percent Jews (by religion). Almost all the Jews gave their native language as

Yiddish (occasionally Hebrew); in the city of Wilno, some of the Jewish intelligentsia was Russi&ingpearely

Polish). SeMa gy Roczni k $tWatrysatwy c Gy why3Ur zNd Statystyczny Rzec:
11, 23, 25.
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depended not on the control of the forests, where the Soviet partisans wecde dval predominated,
especially in the eastermys of the Borderland®ut on the support it received from the Polisipulation
in the countryside wherenostits members were recruited and wharalerground fightersften hid from
the Germans.
The Home Army, the only Polish underground force in the area, was a national army which was loyal to
the Polish government in exile and sought to protect the interests of its constituents. Unlike the Soviet
partisans, its membership was voluntary. Its compwsitéflected the makep of the local population, and
thus consisted mainly of villagers. I n the Nowogr - -d
percent of its members were Belorussians of the Orthodoxtaithe Home Army also welcomed Muslim
Tatars and Russians into its radksnd (as we shall see) even some Jews, whom they helped much more
frequently than they took in. Indeed, without the support of a large part of thBatish population, it
would be inconceivable for the Home Army to beeothe force that it did in this ethnically mixed region.
Both numerically and especially in terms of weapons, however, the Home Army was significantly weaker
than the Soviet partisan forces in this arb¥et despite this disadvantage, Polish partisamre known to
stage daring attacks on Ger man troops, convoys and o
etc.), whereas Soviet partisans engaged inkeysabotage and diversi6hThe Home Armyassault on
the large German garrison in lwieaiéconsisting of about 100 German gendarmes, a Luftwaffe company,

and 300 Belorussian policemen who were heavily infiltrated by Poles with connections to the Home

n Boradyn, Niemetfirzeka niezgody45i 48, 141; Janusz Prawdz8zlaskiNowogr - dczyznd1948 wal ce 19.
(London: Ofct yna Poet - w i Mal ar zy, 1 9 7 6 Armiia Krhibva nalBgl&us{Miask:9 ; Il auhen
Bel aruskae vydavetskae Tavar Notwoag rit Kilekti a ,O0k,r ng2728%K) ,w dIlk;u merm
entire company of t Imple, GnsistgdmiBelorissians $et Krajemgtlerdermowe RBataleny

Kadrowe 194P1943,382. There were also Belorussian Catholics and the Belorussian language was often spoken

among Belorussians serving in the Home Army.

72See,forexample,thestorylofi dia Eberle (n®e Lwow), a Russian of noble b
and, after i ts destructi on by the Soviets, in ﬁéupaszkoés
(AGupaszkoo) in 1948 andeiwght iyparnson8def Maj anoNar b htatn, fi C
Rzeczpospolit@Warsaw), February 8, 2002. A group of Frenchmen who deserted from the German Todt organization

was also welcomed into Home Army units based in the Wilno area. See Wincenty Borafz&wic st a Wi | e &s k a
Brygada AK(Warsaw: Bellona, 1992), 890, 165, 26566.

3 In the spring of 1944, four Home Army districs k r)i gwer e active in this area: Biagys
and Wilno. Together they counted 1,034 officers, 941 officer sad®,464 nortommissioned officers, and 28,718

soldiers.See Gnat owski |, AKontr oweiAXj ei ir aldan felcikk tmy pmoidizd zzymi & WZ n
wschodnich ziemiach Polski w latach 19419 44, 6 i n Li edke, Senice Wodtaniczayol. @, Tyr kows ki
181.1 n the Nowogr-dek district, the strength of the Home Ar |
July 1944, it had grown to 7,400, whereas at that time Soviet partisans numbered almost 25,000. See Boradyn, ed.,

Armia KrajowanaNowog - dczy ¥ni e i Wi194%), @5 &687 Bofadyn Niemehitzeké hiezgodyd1,

67. There was a similar disproportion in the weapons available to the Home Army and the Soviet partisans; the latter
received large quantities of arms and ammunitianaiiplane drops. See Krajewskia Z i e mi NomM&39r - dz ki ek,
Boradyn, Niemerirzeka niezgody42. There is no basis in fact for the claims, sometimes encountered in Jewish

memoirs, that Polish partisans in this area were well equally equipped andupplieds with weapons by the Polish

government in exile and Home Army headquarters. There were no Allied airdrops for the AK in the northeastern
Borderlands, as the area was well beyond the reach of contemporary planes. Moreover, the Soviets wouldenever agr

to allow Allied supply planes carrying supplied for Poles to land and refuel.

4 Boradyn,Niemefirzeka niezgodyg5i 56, 88, 10910.

36



Army), on June 19, 1943, was a particularly spectacular accomplishment. The German foees wer

decimated in a pitched battle and the Belorussian police was disarmed. The Poles captured large quantities

of weapons with which they armed their partisan ranks. Polish prisoners as well as about a dozen Jews were

liberated’”®> There were no comparable itdry operations of this magnitude undertaken by the Soviet

partisans.
In the initial stages, the Soviet partisans consisted, for the most part, of former Soviet soldiers caught

behind the line of the German advance ini@41, who had hidden out ihd forests and on farms or who

had escaped from German priseoémwar camps. Soon they began to form small armed groups which

lacked discipline and became known for their criffes Jarge number of partisans from Soviet Belorussia

also moved into the ared@he Soviet partisan command parachuted in a significant number of men to lead,

organize and reinforce the Soviet partisan presence. The Soviet partisan movement in this area was divided

into three zones or regions, each headed byeac e nt | y generabi theaBarandwiche region by

APl aton, 06 the Lida region by fASokolov, o0 and the | wiert
Accordingt research carried out by historian Bogdan Musi

Belarus,

the Soviet guerrilla operations were initiated by the NKVD/NKGB immediately after the Nazi
invasion of the USSR and of its occupied Polish, Baltic, amtdhian territories. On 26 June 1941

the Soviet leadership in Belarus ordered fourteen guerrilla units into the field. They consisted of
1,162 fighters including 539 NKGB, 623 NKVD, and the remainder the Red Army. These
detachments were quickly wiped outdispersed. The forests and swamps of Belarus filled up with
tens of thousands of Soviet troops, the stragglers whose regular units had been destroyed in the
Blitzkrieg For the most part, these stragglers remained militarily inactive and found some
employment with the local rural population, both Polish and Belarusan [sic]. The Germans left
them alone until Spring 1942, when they tried to apprehend them. The stragglers fled back into the
forest, individually and in small groups, where they establishedngmments and bases. Soon
these groups were joined by the fugitive Soviet POWs and some Jews. There were also camps
established and run exclusively by Jewish inhabitants of the area. Meanwhile, the remnants of the
original NKVD commandos who had survivecetNazi assault of summer and fall 1941, and new
NKVD men sent as reinforcements by Moscow, located the forest hideaways and gradually
subordinated to themselves many of their denizens. Simultaneously, the NKVD men reestablished

the clandestine communistmpastructures. By January 1944, out of 1,156 Soviet partisan units of

I8 Krajewski, Uderzeniowe Bataliony Kadrowe 194843, 382; Boradyn,Niemer® rzeka niezgodyl09 10, 287;

Bogdan Musial,Sowjetische Partisanen 1941941: Mythos und Wirklichkeif Pader bor n: Ferdinand Sc
2009),212.The Chkalov Brigade assisted in this operation by providing cover for the Polish partisans along the escape

routes. Another early mission undertaken by Home Army that also benefited Jews was an attack on the German

police station in Worniany on November 5, 1943; more than a dozen people were liberated, including a group of Jews

who were taken to the forest an cowskikvrifdge dWiwiet GEs knie cZevsisN zt ki ue
Zbrojnej Armii Krajowej w latach 1939945,146.

8 For example, in the fall of 1942, drunk Red partisans killed twelve Poles, among them children, in the village of
Bor ki near St oNmc &.i eI e koM jge wadkzi
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187,571 fighters, 723 units comprising 121,903 persons, or 65 percent of the total, operated in tiny

Belarus’’

The ethnic makaip of the Soviet partisans was diverse. The core statsofsmall groups formed by
Soviet soldiers who had beent off from their unitsduring the hasty retreat of the Soviet army in June
1941 and had hidden in the countrysideand Soviet prisoners of war (POWs) who had escaped from
German camp& Afterwards, beginning in the autumn of 194Bloscow dispatchedelorussians and
Russians from prewar Soviet territotp organizea centralizedpartisan movement They included
members of the NKVDwhoweres ent t o secure Moscowbs g.iniagditomn t he | oc
to a military commander, each brigade and its detachmentathiésl helma commissar responsible for
ideological control of the partisandews escaping from the ghettos started to join the small groups of
Soviets operating in the forests they were transformed into a fifledged partisan formatiorHowever,
theywere not always acceptéato its ranks especially if they did not have weapoh®r did the partisans
accept thosdewswho were not able to fight such as women, children, dshdnen (Many of thoseJewish
refugees found shelter in the-ealled family camps which were loosely attachedstone partisan
formationsand had to provide thewith servicesas craftsmenlt was onlytowards the end df943 that the
Soviet partisans werinstructed to accept everyone seeking shelter.) As we shall see, many Jews were
killed by the Soviet partisan$t was only when the Germans intensified their forced labour policy and
deported large numbers of civilians to Germany in late 1942, thaddhda of Belorussigpeasants joined
the Soviet partisans. The Soviet partisans also began to activedgthe local population (mostly
Belorussians)into joining the partisansoften by force. Some of the conscriptéeserted,Poles in

particular’® Thosewho avoided conscription met with harsiprisals Frol Zaitsev, the commander of the

" Review by Marek Jan Chodakiewic3armatian Reviewno. 2, (April) 2006: 121720, of Bogdan Musial, ed.,

Sowj etische Partisanen in Wei CruCl an dil944. Bine ®okamestatianht en aus
(M¢gnchen: OI J 2lnMost ofthg Sovigl Patigans were based in the eastern part of Belorussia, and fewer

than 40,000 in the recently annexed Polish districts. According to Central Staff statistics compiled in February 1944,

there were 1,633 partisans in Lithuania. SEpyanSt al i n 6 s,51G56,657,1488.1 | as

8 Generally, the local population was sympathetic to the plight of ordinary Soviet soldiers who been taken prisoner by
the Germans. They often supplied them with food and, in the event of escape, shealtled Thisevere repercussions

from the Germans who summarily executed anyone suspected of helping the partisans. Lithuanian historian Rimanatas
Zizas mentions a number of Poles who were shot dead iri 1942 in the Wilno District for helping prisonerswér

to escape from camps and supporting them. See also Rexagcution of Nodewish Citizens of Lithuania, Murder of

Civilian Populations (194i11944),107.

79Boradyn,Niemer'nrzeka niezgodyg97 0 ; Wo g k@knrorwg kWi, | e Es ki Zwi Nzku Wal ki Zbr o]
latach 19391945,2 1 0, 232; Gasztol d, ASowietyzacja i rusyfi kacja Wi
partyzantki sowieckiej w latach 1941 9 4 4 , 0 iSowiet&acihddls,- w Wschodni ch || Rzeczypos
wr zeSni 278, MSsBIS,owj et i sche Part i 8& A2 4, 134 138Ye53€ Far Qithern d |

confirmation see Joseph Riwadtesistance and Revenge, 108349 (Montreal: n.p., 1981), 60 (the relevgrassage

is reproduced later in this book); and the account of Moshe Meyerson, in Kowaigkplogy on Armed Jewish

Resistance, 1939945,v o | . 4 (1991), 476, which states: fithose of us i
villages [sic] yaith and thus swelled our ranks. Nearly eight hundred partisans were engaged in the task of enlisting
recruits. o
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Chkalov Brigade, announced that if the men were not at home with their families during partisan
i nspections, fithe partisans wo uThdathreatoddsnotchelg and hi s an
farmsteads near the villages of Ni kol ayevo [ Mikogaj
lvenets [ wieniec] RaPynishmenydireated dimfr o re mhad dsbagen seld
defence(formed on German orde to fend off unwanted partisan rgiddid little to win over the
population.On September 10, 1943ovietpar t i sans fAburned the village of S
Osipowicze] to the ground and executed the residepbaing and old aliké who did not nanage to flee
t o t he® Wher ®osigt patisans pacified the village of Rudnia Nalibocka, a Jewish partisan
murdereda village® in front of his family@ who had moved intothe ar t i s a n 6 lsomeafeathed o n e d
Germansounded up andilled the Jews irthat village® Support for the Soviet partisans came from an
unexpected sourc&owards theendof the war, sensing that the tide was turning and fearing retribution,
large numbers of former Nazi collaborators (mostly Belorussians, Ukrainians and Russtamshad
served in the auxiliary police and other formations, left their posts andaseeptednto the ranks of the
Soviet partisan®® Very few Poles joined the Soviet partisans (and then usually under duress); they made
up no more than two percenttbieir strength in the entire region. The Soviet partisans were therefore not a
native formation. They consisted of ntmtals to a large extent, and did not reflect the ethnic composition
of the are&’

Hi storian Bogdan Mus i akjowp of the ethohie makep forethe fl1g1B3 Sowet ng br e
partisans in the Baranowicze district in July 1981292 Belorussianf50.7%), 2,598 Russians (23.2%), 973
Jews (8.7%), 526 Ukrainians (4.7%), 143 Poles (1.3%), and 161 others {1 14%kli historian konid

8 Testimony of Mark Tayts, as cited in Smilovitsiiatastrofa evreev v Belorussii 19411944 gg..129 ff.

8 Based on the diary of Irina Erearg, Razluka: Vospominaniia. Dnevnigublished in Israel in 1998, as cited in
Smilovitskii, Katastrofa evreev v Belorussii 19411944 gg..129 ff.

82 Bogdan Musial,Sowjetische Partisanen 1941941: Mythos und Wirklichket Pader bor n: Ferdinand Sc
2009), 406.

BEar | Zi emke, fiComposition and Moral e of SoviétPartiBaagit i san Move
World War Il (Madison, Wisconsin: The University of Wisconsin Press, 1964), 147. Ziemke estimates that for the last

year of thewar, ten to twenty percent of the entire Soviet partisan movement were former Nazi collaborators.

According to another source, the Soviet partisan took in more than 12,000 Belorussian policemen and members of the
Belorussian selflefence and some 2,500 migers of the Russian National SS Brigade under the command of Colonel

Rodionov (transformed into the First Adiascist Partisan Brigade), which had taken part in numerous rural

pacifications. See Eugeniusz Mironowid®,i a § OMamsa@: Trio, 1999), 160. For a memoir that refers to this

phenomenon in the Markov Brigade, see Yofee Defiant141, 145, 157, 167. According to that author, some of the

former Belorussian policemen were actually spies who continued to feorthe Germans surreptitiously, and a

number of | ocal policemen who attempted to switch sides w
situation was in fact much more complicated than that. Lacking in personnel, the Germans activédd recthiir

police forces, often by pressganging the young men. As Timothy Snyder points out, it was often a matter of chance on

which side Belorussians ended up fighting, depending on who was in the village when the Soviet partisans or the

German policeappeared on their recruiting missions. Afterwards, the Soviet partisans began to recruit Belorussian

policemen in the German service. See SnyBlepdlands243 44.

84 Krajewski,Na Zi e mi N 0188; BpradyaNieknéfiez¢ka niezgody;Gi 74.

®Musial,Sowj eti sche Parti3%anen in WeiCruCland,
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Smilovitsky gathered the following statistical informaton from Soviet archives, which confirms that few

Poles served in the ranks of the Soviet partisan movement:

In 19431944 Jews fought i n mo st of Bel orussi ads parti s
[Baranowicze] Oblast alone, out of 695 fighters and commanders of the Lenin Brigade, 202 were
Jews; in the Vpered Brigade, 579 and 106 respectively; in the Chkalov Brigade, 1,140 and 239
respectively. Altogether, 8,493 partisans fought in 15 brigadesranBuaichi Oblast, Belorussians
comprising 46.8 percent, Jews 12.4 percent, and Poles 1.3 percent. By the time the republic was
liberated in July 1944, there were 4,852 partisans in the Lida partisan zone (Belorussians
comprising 48.9 percent, Jews, 28 martc and Poles 0.5 percent). An analysis of the sources of
reinforcement of partisan formations is also significant. Séeyen people were sent from behind

the lines; 225 came out of the encirclement; 505 escaped from captivity; 313 deserted police
formaions and crossed over to the partisans; 2,404 came from the local population; 124 from the
forest and from private loypaying jobs; and 1,196 from ghett8%.

Yitzhak Arad(Rudnicki) describes the composition of hetriad (also transliterated astryad, meaning
unit or detachment) of the Voroshilov Brigade commanded by Fedor (Fiodor) Markov, which was based in

Koziany forest, north of Lake Narocz, as follows:

The Chapayev unit had about sixty partisans. Its commander was a Red Army officer, Sidiakin,

known as Yasnoya Moria [lasnoie More] (ACl ear Seao). Y
who had remained behind the enemy lines when their units disintegrated in front of the sudden

German attack in the summer and autumn of 1941. Some of them hathke®mprisoner by the

Germans and later escaped. There were also local people who joined the partisans for a variety of

reasons. Some had been active Communists and joined the partisans out of ideological conviction.

Others had joined in search of advestor to avoid being sent to work in Germany. There were

also some sought as criminals by the German authorities who found shelter with the partisans. The

Chapayev unit had five Jews who had escaped to the woods in the summer of 1942, when the

ghettos in te area were liquidated.

The number of Jews in other units was considerably higher. According to David Meltser,

8 Smilovitskii, Katastrofa evreev v Belorussii 1941944 09.,129 46. Smilovitsky provides somewhat different

figures el sewhere: fAln 1943, 366 Jews f outgflatotalioffl,728he seven
persons. In the four detachments of the For Soviet Belarus Brigade, 176 of 821 partisans were Jews. In the five
detachments of the the Forward! Brigade, 103 out of 678 partisans were Jewish, and in the five detachments of the

Stain Brigade the corresponding figures were 93 of 1,075. 0
Partisan Movement, 1941 9 4 4 : The Ca s dolocafist aBBGenocide Steidiea)., 20, no. 2 (Fall 2006):

215.

87 Arad, The Partisan113 14.
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The core of the first partisan detachments in the Belorussian forests consisted of escaped ghetto
inmates and Red Army soldiers. Jews friita Minsk ghetto made up a significant portion of nine
partisan detachments (the Kutuzov, Budenny, Frunze, Lazo, Parkhomenko, ShcHbrs, 25
Anniversary of the Belorussian Republic, No. 106, and No. 406) and the first battalion of the 208
independent pagan regiment. Jews were active in many other partisan groups as well. In the
Lenin brigade (Baranovichi [Baranowicze] district) 202 of the 695 fighters and commanders were
Jews, in Vpered 106 of 579, in Chkalov 239 of 1,140, and in Novatory 48 of 126 cdewposed

more than onghird of the partisans in the detachments that fought in the Lid [Lida] partisan zone.

In the Naliboki wood [sic] 3,000 of the 20,000 partisans were Jews, many of them in positions of
command. Incomplete data record that some ¥ Jwere commanders, chiefs of staff, and

commissars of partisan brigades and detachni&nts.

Soviet statistics, however, speak of a more modest contribution. At the time of their liquidation, there
were 5,077 Jewish partisans in Belorussian partisandtons, which constitute? 6% of the total number
of partisansIn addition, 721)Jewish partisanisad been killed (2.88% @il fatalities) and 124 were missing
in action (1.06% of thse missinjj These figures may be loawerallbecause they do not incle the 1942
period. The largest concentratioof Jewish partisansvas as noted abovéan the Baranowicze district
(around 8.7%)However, at least 1,000 of these were members of family camps who did not enagae in
partisan activity as sucfiherefore, thelaims of there being 15,000 or more Jewish partisans have no basis
in fact.

The undivided loyalty of the Soviet partisans lay with the Soviet Union which had seized and annexed
Pol and o provneesint September 1939Pespite the outbreak of wdretween the Soviets and

Germans in July 1941, the Soviet Union had no intention of renouncingrtiteries it hadacquiredfrom

®Bpavid Meltser, i Bel or uBhe Hdocaast EncyclopéaNeweHaverLaad)Loreonr Yale e d .
University Press, 2001), 64. Martin Dean estimates that Jews constituted about 12 percent of the Soviet partisans in this
area. See DearGCollaboration in the Holocaust]41i42. According to statistics cited by Israeli historian Leonid
Smilovitsky, Belorussians accounted for almost half of the Soviet partisans in the Baranowice and Lida regions, and
Poles between 0.5 to 1.3 percent. Jews acedufdr 12.4 to 28 percent. See Smilovitsidiatastrofa evreev v
Belorussii 19411944 gg.,137. Additional statistics for various brigades are found at pp. 151, 300. Information about

the numerous Jews dispatched from the Soviet Union, among them maaganrdists and NKVD secretaries and
members, is found at p. 151 and in the tables at pp.6356-or statistics regarding the ethnic composition of various
Sovi et brigades and detachments in the Nowugvigithee k area in
Holocaust with the Russian Jewish Partisghendon and Portland, Oregon: Vallentine Mitchell, 1998), 1836
According to Dov Levin, at least 1,650 Jews who had escaped from the ghettos, labour camps, and other places in
Lithuania (including the Wilo region) had joined various Soviet partisan units in the forests. Their approximate
breakdown was as follows: (1) 450 were in the fighting units of the Belorussian Partisan Movement, of whom 350 were
received into the Vorshilov and Spartak Brigades amdesother units in Narocz, Koziany, and Naliboki forests, and

the other 100 into the Lenin Komsomol Brigade in Nacza forest. (2) 850 were in the fighting units of the Lithuanian
Partisan Movement, of whom 50 wer e Naracz fdrestg in Budhikgforesi s Br i gad
there were 400 in the Vilnius (Wilno) Brigade, 200 in the Kaunas Brigade, 100 in the Trakai (Troki) Brigade and some
other units, while 100 joined other brigades in other places in Lithuania. In addition, 250 Jews eeenpsnfor the
fightersd famil i e-partisanfdrestgnoups.iNot allrlewsd whe reached theofarests were accepted by
the Soviet partisan units operating there and the partisan command eventually did away with purely Jewish units by
disbanding some and replacing Jewish commanding officers byJews in others. See Dov LeviBaltic Jews under

the Soviets, 1940946 (Jerusalem: Centre for Research and Documentation of East European Jewry, The Avraham
Harman Institute of Contemporary Jewayd The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 1994); 8é3
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Polandunder the RibbentreMolotov Pact.In the initial stages, Soviet partisans were essentially stragglers
who behaved li& robbers. Once organizetietSoviet partisatreated the local populatiGnamong whom

they spread their network of spdess pawns in the war against Germaijeyemployed brutal measures
against tbse who defied them and thasousedresentmenamong tle populatiorf? German field reports

from that period attest to widespread plundering and terrorization of the population by Soviet pArtisans.
The rural population also suffered severely from German reprisals against anyone who assisted the
partisansHistorian Kenneth Slepyan describeariousfactors that weighed heavily on relations with the

local population

Despite the-iganti Siaoadi srel &s the peopleds avenger s, t

civilians was fraught with ambiguitieRarti@ns portrayed the movement as a demonstration of the

peopl eds outrage against enemy invasion and their
The credibilityof parti sans as the peopleds avengers was
their war ad the consequences of their operaiitise almost inevitable and vicious retribution

the enemy visited on civilians dheleadarshipsnthment f or
wards first year showed very idthetoccupied terotarieser n f or t

despite occasional references to Stalinb6s supposed

partisans was clear: conduct your operations without any regard to the losses suffered by the
Germans and use German reprisalsrasgportunity to recruit more partisans. Nor were partisans
told via the press or through direct orders that they should make saving civilian lives part of their
operations, until the spring of 1943 when it becamée gpalicy to protect human and material
resources.
The parmctitsahsdétti tudes toward safeguarding civil

cynical among them followed the leadership in regarding the populace in purely instrumental terms.

8 Rein, The Kings and the Pawng79, 28586. Rein writes the following regarding the attitude of Belorussian
peasants, at pp. 279 and 285:

many of these [Soviet] soldiers who roamed the forestiedathe surrounding villages for food,
which did not make them particularly popular with the local inhabitants. Initially, the latter were quite
eager to inform the [German] occupation authorities about these soldiers. As early as July 1941, the

| ove

compl

he
he f

de s

ians

office oft he commander of the Rear Area of the Army Group

ipolice operationo i n t he [ predomi nddtnlnec Bel orussi an]
[BaranowiczeGu ni ni ec] , 88 MfARussianso (that i s, straggl ers) a
assisting the Russianso were captured Athrough the acti
To obtain food, the partisans were compelled to raid th@woding villages, a fact that made the
peasants hate the partisans. It is no surprise, therefore, that the peasants, who originally nicknamed
the partisangesaviki(wood demons), were quite ready to inform the German authorities about these
raiders. In ach a state of affairs, the Germans at first had little problem fighting the partisans.
Rein notes that the situation began to change at the beginning of 1942, when the Soviet partisans became better
organized and retaliated brutally against informers aaliaborators, often targeting the families of suspected
collaborators and even entire villages. Ibid., 182
O Mari a War dzy Es k a, AiTerror na okil@adwBa nwe jEfeilisshebl@gen c zy Fni e w
UdSSR Meldungen aus den BesetztertgebieteyBi ul et yn Gg- wnej Komi sji Badania Zbr
Polskiemiill nst yt ut u Pa,mo 84qli992NH9.0dowe j
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They ignored or even encouraged German retrib@gainst civilians, with the justification that the
killing of the innocent would only fuel popular outrage against the occupiers and thereby ultimately
contribute to a stronger movemeét.
The partiidamtsiot wedd t he p mdcetdan realities, pagtieutady al so cont
their deepsuspicions toward civilians in general. Especially in 1941 and early 1942 but continuing
in some degree up to liberation, partisans alWwalysurrounded by spies, collaborators, and enemy
sympathizersMoreover, their own propensity for plundering and banditry alienatetthreatened
the peasants. Even regulated procurement operatwitis their implicit threat and sometimes
explicit use of force, must have reminded the peasants of collectivizatibrfoesed state

procur e’ments é

In addition toconflict with the local populationhere was a political, territorial, and ideological conflict
between the two main partisan forces in the @rBaviet and Polish. The fact that the Jews, with few
exceptios, ended up joining the Soviet partisans, who generally had the uppeahdndgere largely
responsible for the deteriorating relations with the Polish undergradiddnot augur well for future
relations with the local population. Historian Teresa Prekarbas taken issue with the oftepeated
claim that the Jews escaping from the ghettos had to join the Communist partisans because they were
turned away by the Polish undergrodAdn fact, most of the escapees from the ghetieger had any
intention of joining up with the Polestheir sights were set on the Sovietéany Jews from the Eastern
Borderlands, especially the younger generation, weré&pkaet in their outlook, if for no other reason than
the widelyheld belief that the Soviet Union was & faore formidable force than the Poles in the struggle
against Germany. Moreover, the territory in questiwhich was occupied by the Soviet Union in 1839
1941,was in dispute and many Jews were convinced that the Soviets would retake the region after the
eventual defeat of Germany. Furthermomgny Jews were also ideologically committed to the Soviet
cause. Litman Mor, who was a student at the Stefan Batory University in Wilno just before the war,
estimated that ffabout 60eper ce midAwmdrding th.€tekdreva,i sh st ud
ithere was no shortage either o fSovi€toparties withia the o r of

| eadership of the Jewish resistance. é although the

91SIepyan,St alinds 15G6Ud&lr ri | | as

“Teresa Prekerowa, AThe Jewi sh UmPdie SgiesoruPolgh Jawrydol. :he Pol i sh
Poles, Jews, Socialists: The Failure of an Id@aindon: The Littman Library of Jewish Civilization, 1996): 1574.

This important study was originally published @dra ( Wr oc §aw) , ApS,i lundedrl ,tm3ed0 title AP
Oydowskie a podziemie polskie.o

9 Litman Mor, The War For LifeInternet <http:/davidhorodok.netfirms.com/Mor/TOC.htnthapter 6 Translated

from the HebrewHa-Mi | h a ma #hayish:aZikhrdma ms h o dba-tekurnah(Tel Aviv: n.p., 2005). The autho

states that he was in Kaunas in May 1940, when the Soviets occupied Lithuania (acutaully it was in June), where he
Awitnessed the welcoming of the Red Ar my. Kovna Jews joyf
Ibid.
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underground, partes sympat hetic to the Soviet UhFRnalgbydi d pl ay
the time the Home Army partisan units became active, most of the Jewish escapees had joined up with the
Soviet partisans or affiliated Jewifdrestgroups.

The notion that the Home Army could integrate the Jews who escaped to the forest or take them their
wings, as some Jewish historians suggest, must be dismissed as highly unrealistic in the context of the
Polish Soviet struggle for supremacy that was unfoldinghis region. The Home Army was a military
organization, not a social relief agency, and it only accepted trusted armed fighters. As Prekerowa points
out, the natural allies of the Jewish fugitives were the Soviet partisans in Eastern Poland and the
Comnunist underground in central Poland, and not the Home Army which supported the Polish
government exiled in London and fought for the integ
basis for this relationship was founded not just in ideologioaticlerations, but also in the enjoyment of
mutual benefits. On the one hand, unlike the Polish partisan movement, the Soviet partisans (and
Communist underground in central Poland) needed manpower, which the local population was reluctant to
supply to tha cause. On the other hand, participation in the armed actions of the Soviet partisans (and
Communist underground) gave the Jews a chance to wreak revenge on the Germans, without regard to the
consequences that befell the local population. Prekerowa cascher penetrating analysis by noting that
ithe Home army had good reason to think that a part
the enemy Communist camp, and this is a view é that v

Contrary to what is often claimeds alocumented in Part One, a significant number of Jsare
accepted into the Home Army. Many of them posed as Christian Poles, but some of them did not. Few of
t hem, however, served i n t,hvbereVienerallp theagoal of the yevg r - de k r
escaping from the ghettos was to join up with the Soviet partiSé®sme Jews joinetli §aszewski 6s

“Teresa PrekKemwodowd, Undree gr ound an dPolin, iok 9 @I96):i15457. Theral er gr ound ,
were strong présoviet sentiments among certain Zionist factions and Leftist Zionists saw their future linked with the

Communists, whom most Poles considered to be anyenemn par with the Nazis. The Hash
regarded the Sovigberman NopAggression Pact of August 1939, which partitioned Poland between those two

invader s, to be a @ wipsosSoviatrstdncejclealy undlermendd ttepridoviak intégrityTahd s

independence of the Poligtate. SeealsoTer esa Preker owa, APrasa getta warszaws
st os unk -Ow dpoow sdkkivac tht, &1 ni k Hd. 8 0D9):i34iB5¢ y d - w,

®Teresa Prekerowa, fiThe Jewi sh UPRolihevol. @ (1896)n18457and t he Pol i sh

% Oneof the members of the WilRb as ed ABazao unindm degusréEldiygpsdz) , Bawhaon f(ought u
the command of Broni sgaw KrzyUanows%de atntde peaecd wsithretd ofurBma

KrzyUanowski i n Bar tTesjesezwijszyzny nojga8312e wikm zwillahe Es ki , mat eczni k
19391944,137%5 3 ; Wo g k@knrorwg kWi, | e Es ki Zwi Nzku Wal ki 12945,109. n e j Ar mi i
Bronisgaw KrzyUanowsKki sheltered t hws, ahdawas tegogniaedl askal i asz Bar
ARi ghteous Gent il e. dhe&rcylopédiatofrizerRighieous ArBoagntite éNatimis4: Poland,

Part1,41112. A number of Jews served in the medical corps of t
the University of Wil no and Dnom deAguesrdéishVa resro) L e Biere (All @tkesran
Dawi dowi cz, fiShoah tyd-w wil e@EskWilodhWiol eits zEzYhkinat § ak®e!| ikk sij

Srodowi sko wieluhfnkdaynar odbae¢r Ka gipdelX 1980cB i 9 § \BS tadjky:st Dkwarlz y s |
Literackie i m. Adama Mi clk9 %2wi,c zvag | .Odd,zi 269 ;Bi WiglotsamckKNos kows
przeprosi MP®Il a Rwdsavl,auly 2027, 1997. Jan Neugebu e r (AZielonkao), a Wil nc
served under Antoni Bur zy EGs ki (AKmMi cico) . He was one of tF
| at er executed. S e eStoshirkir polsk@y g o WO lgik@ nwwsNi il ,ni e i18Bha Wil eEsz
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detachment andAnt oni Buff kpiGEsikd ® s.Jf dMoreoeeh some tlews who entered the
Soviet partisans in Naliboki forest wanted to go o0V«
accept them because of an agreement wittsthev i et parti sans not ®Berauseai d each
of the warm reception given by a large part of the Jewish population to the invading Soviet Army, and the
many instances of collaboration with the new regime to the detriment of Poles in th&93&%i941, the
Home Army in this area was extremely leery of accepting local Jews into its ranks unless their credentials
were impeccable. They simply did not trust the local Jews because they believed that they were more
inclined to support Soviet rathehan Polish interestS. Unfortunately, this assessment proved to be
accurate in very many cases.
Furthermore, like the Soviet partisaansd some Jewish partisan grougfr® Home Army as a rule did not

accept unarmed m& (most Jewish escapees from fiteettos fell into that categoryNor did it create

(Biagystok: Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu w Biagymstoku, 2004)
Zeszyty HistoryczngParis), no. 86 (1988): 164. Additional examples of Jews who fought in the Home Army in the

Wilno area can be found in Dov LievFi ghti ng Back: Lithuanian Jewifid46s Ar med Re
(New York and London: Hol mes & Meier, 1985) , 106 ; Wi ktor
My S| RWatsawl, duly 2027, 1997; Tadeusz GasztoMad Niemnem®s z mi ank N: Z dzi ej -w Ar mi i
Wil e@EzczyTnie (iKod@wddm- doGgyTn iPeo molLruzdaz,i el 9sONIGYwsathésd;z i g | per i
example is that of Dora Perewoski (Parovsky), who joined the Polish partisans, helping out witht giffereafter her

husband Shmuel was brutally murdered by Communist partisans. See
<http://www1.yadvashem.org/righteous/bycountry/poland/Michalowski_Korsak.html>. Nechama Tec cites the case of

Leon Berk (Berkowicz), a doctor from Baranowicze, as someoree wii was r ef used entry into a P
See Tec, ifRefl ecti ons Remembeang forstie &uturd89, n5A. dHowevem tdaeexgmple is n
somewhat dubious. Berkés memoir merely sdndisbebalfwvithat a Bel o
some unidentified Polish fApartisans, 0 at a time when there

back that he would not be accepted, and would allegedly be finished off. Se®8stiked to Live97. Gainingentry
into partisan units was usually through trusted contacts and not casual inquiries.

" Dr. Maks Hirsch, as well as his wife and three children, Dr. Jakub Belkin (who was killed by the Germans during

Operation Hermann), and his wife Rachela (Helen@ &s bach wer e wel comed into Migaszew
the Home Army facilitated their escape from | wieniec in J
hiding in Rak-w, joined t heSeeex planzdeefd JS& nol gipiceeddeBstikt iad ti oognp cl - ant
Bi a g e g(oBitaogkyus t o k PilchpParfyzanci trdeh9p8syc289; KrajewskiNa Zi e mi NoSB@® gr - dzki ej,
Hirsch later joined the Bielski family camp where he served ahies physicianAfter the war the Soviet authities

accused him of poisoning two Soviet pilots while working at the hospital in Iwieniec. Hirsch claimed that he was

forced to do so but was nonetheless found guilty and sentenced to twelve years in a Siberian prison. After that Dr.

Hirsch lived in Novaibirsk. See Ted)efiance 358.

®siemaszko, Zdsaytynidistoryeznew.e686 (A988): 164; PilctRartyzanci trzech puszc289.

“Wertheim, it ydowska pZaseyty Hiztaryczndyoa 86 1{1888)Bli3% fratol Wertheind, who

hailed from Warsaw and joined up with two other Jews in Naliboki forest, describes a meeting with Lieutenant

Mi gaszewsKki at t beein DR@Wno $Derewhad. griney weiesrecdived warmly and hospitably by

everyone at the base, fed, and accommodated overnight, before leaving with a pass guaranteeing them safe passage. It

was during this encounter that aMjuileandlingetovackept infomi§ mmksned Wer t h
Wertheim and other patrioticaliyjined Jews from central and western Poland, but not local Jews, whom they did not

trust because of their support for the Sovioestlsws, Si nce sol
Wertheim did not accept Migaszewski ds offer.

100 Boradyn, Niemefirzeka niezgody59. As Yitzhak Arad points out, the same practice was followed by Soviet
partisans. I'n Rudni ki forest, the fAYecdijedibrs GCaptuagign ef Alrloa
Soviet partisan group, but the latter refused to accept them on the grounds that he was unable to accept unarmed men

and women who lacked military experience and training. He was ready to enlist 20 armed men and suggested that the

others establish a separate family camp. See Ahdito in Flames455. The same situation prevailed in other parts of
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camps for nofpartisans (many of the Jews fell into that category). In the early stages, Polish partisans were
usually based in the countryside and in villages, and not in the forests, and the Homemgltyyisl not
absorb norpartisans. Another practical consideration which militated against absorbing large numbers of
Jews was the increased prospect of brutal German retaliations that inevitably would have beelinvited.
Finally, the Home Army came intits own only in midl1943, well after the Soviet partisans had
established their bases in the forests of northeastern Poland. By that time most of the Jewish fugitives had
joined or become attached to the Soviet partisan movement.
The Jews hiding in thforests, whether as partisans or forest dwellers, were preoccupied not with fighting
the Germans but almost exclusively with their own survival. They dispatched an endless flow of armed
groups into the villages to seize food and other belongings fromilthgevs. In these undertakings, they
enjoyed the protection of those Jews who had been accepted into Soviet partisan units and were engaged in
similar raids. Thesespal | ed fieconomicod operations &%resulingssi ons as
in manyskirmishes with the impoverished villagers who increasingly resented and opposed the systematic
stripping of most of their possessions. -N4izlilobageas t hat

could expect harsh retaliations, as the follonlng c ount fr om the Stogpce area il/

occupied Poland. See, for example, Christopher R. BrowRiemiembering Survival: Inside a Nazi Skvabor Camp

(New York and London: hrton, 2010), 2553, which describes the fate of Jewish escapees from a labour camp in
Starachowi ce, northeast of Kielce. A Jewish partisan group
required those who wanted to join to first obtaiwesapon. Se®ean,Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, TA3R15

vol , 2, Part B, 1308. Moshe Lichtenberg, who operated a p
good physical condition and bring their own firea®ee Marek BenG o b i bi-ermi eN k i 0Sroflodk zaggady
(WgodSaowbai b - r : Mu z e uarz yRBEN{keod aws kaeglo and Muzeum Bygego Hitl
Z a g § aSohiboree, 2011), 318.

101 This issue is discussed in Chodakiewitajne oblicze GIAL i PPR,vol. 2, 36 37; Maré& Jan Chodakiewicz,
Narodowe Sigdgy Zbroj ne: Sécantliedsedpandzerparided editionuWarsawo Branda, 1999),
31920 n.204.

“2vyitzhak Ar ad describes the situation t hus: ADi fficult 1
necesitating the assignmentlafigef or ces t o éeconomic operations, 6 in the cou
€ When partisan activity mo-dafehce grqupsswhichevera armed bylthe &gmeass. or gani z
The Jewish partisans Rudni ki often encountered resistance from the f

Arad, Ghetto in Flames4 5 7 . Lieutenant Adolf Pilch (AG-rao) provides th
Soviet (and Jewish) partisans in Nalibokiest:

As a rule the Soviet Partisans were well supplied. The large numbers of troops were kept in the
region mainly for political reasons. Their tasks were as follows: first, political infiltration of towns

and villages and t heenfeirmdisng fand el ipgeuwoipd aetoi;o ns eocfonfid, t he
Abourgeois countryo of everything not possessed by Sovi
the enemy.

The operations covered by the firsThecoumtywgsoi nts were ca
stripped of everything ¢&

But as to the third point of their programme, the Soviet Partisans showed a zeal of greatly
diminished intensity. Their operations against the Germans did not go beyond trifles like tearing up
the rails, a matterequiring no more than two hours to put right.

See Poland, Home Armyhe Unseen and Silerit51i 52.
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| met up with two Jewish partisans who were from Shver
they walked into villages in the Shverzhen region, and requisitioned all kinds of produce from the
peasants, taking all back to the other partisans in the woods. These two Jewish partisans were well

armed. The peasants were afraid of them and gave them
We wal ked é into another forest near tame village of Kz
out to greet us. There were around thirty of us all togétinee n , wo men, and children. é

younger people in the group went into the nearby villages to requisition food from the peasants. The
peasants were afraid of us. They gave us food, thinkierg there many partisans in the woods, in
whose name we came. The peasants were afraid wedd burn

to many others when they were refused 6%d.

A female member of the Kirov daedteok fhowdfhey betrayed e s : A We
us, the next day t hé"Anwewishwomaniwhd jangdethe Baviet jmans, aftei r e . o
escaping from the Ggnbokie ghetto with the aid of a

directed primarily against the local populatizecause otheir alleged collaboradn with the Germans.

We killed mercilessly. We kille. We used to go into villages where we knew that the people

collaborated with the Germans. We used to kill them indiscriminately. We killed off an awful lot of

people we knew that were against the Jews. My brother
We used to go into villages. We used to find out where they lived, and we pulled them out one by

one, and we killed thed?®

The close association of the Jewish groups with the Soviet partisans also branded theSoagpo
the eyes of the local pafation, which did not augur well since the track record of the partisans was
increasingly marred by horrific crimes. The Soviet partisans made it clear from the outset that the lives of

ordinary civilians counted for very little. Belorussian villages kbeebrunt of their cruel retalation.

Not untypical was the raid on the village of Simakovo [Simakowo] near Mir on 10 November
1942. The partisans burned down Sehutzmannschadiutpost building, which had recently been
abandoned, 14 houses with theirtlwildings, seven barns full of produce, the village hall, the

school and the church. One calf, six pigs and 13 sheep died in theit%talls.

103 Account of Y.G. in TrunkJewish Responses to Nazi Persecu2@®j 10.

W Account of Aida Br ydbord (Chaja ®aartdsewsk a)n,d aRse sdistt each cier
Internet: <http://www.interlog.com/~mighty/valor/aida.htm>, originally published in Xbarnal of the Center for

Holocaust Studiesol. 6, no. 4 (spring 1990).

Wcelia K. (Celia (Tsil a) renmSakowszctytha)Hoocaust Jestimon®@SsL,y mmer , f

interviewed February 23, 9 8 0 , Fortunof f Video Archive for Hol ocaust Test
testimony is also cited in Joshua M. Greene and Shiva KumarWéitisesses: Voices frothe Holocaust{New York:
The Free Press, 2000),i990 O : ifiWe used to kildl indiscriminately. We kil

were against Jews. 0

106 Dean,Collaboration in the Holocausf,27.
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The number of civilian casaualties in not known. On the early morning of April 14, 1943, Soviet partisans
indisciminately stabbed and shiat deathresidents of Drazhna near Slutsk and burned alive people, mostly
women and children, after a failed attack on a nearby garrison of Belorussian police collaborators, in which
the partisans suffered heavy casualties. Tdrégans burned 37 houses to the ground. Twiwgyillagers
were slain by members of the Kutuzov detachm&nt.

Another reason the peasants became increasingly frightened of contacts with partisans and forest people
was because of the punitive measutiaken by the Germans. Scores of villages were burned to the ground
for their actual or perceived support of the partisans and their inhabitants were murdered or rounded up for
slave labour in Germany. An early punitive expedition is described by a Jeveselped from the ghetto

in Stogpce and joined the Soviet partisans:

On Sunday morning, January 31, 1943,t weal@kird ved i
The people received us well. We ate, wlmhed our c

n
I

t he
ot he

gone, a German retaliation squad, reinforced by Radian

out how hospitable Zhavolki had been to the escaped Jews. As a revenge, they massed together the
whole village, young and old, babies and gray old mesered them all to drop to their knees, and

shot every one of thef?

As we shall see, German punivtive expeditions intensified in the area of Rudniki forest in the early part of
1944. Likewise, because of an assassination of a German official or ssigwficant sabotage operation

(e.g., tearing up a railroad track that was soon réfiijlafter which the Soviet partisans promptly fled, the

197 viiktar Khursik, Kt 0 O i popel iDDparyzatskaba:zlacHyinsgvBeoondyrevised and expanded edition

(Minsk: Radyelap | i us, 2006) . A member of Captain Nikitinds detac
escaped from the Minsk ghetto, provides the following typically overblown description t he assaul t : AiOur de

and detachment named after Suvorov took charge of crushing the Nazi garrison in the village of Drazhna. It was one of
their biggest and strongest garrisons. The village guarded well enough that our scouts could nothentémally two

partisans disguised as peasants entered the village, it was decided we would attack at dawm. Both detachments spent all

night walking toward our meeting place. When ours reached a small forest near the village that was our arranged
destinaion, we realized that the other detachment had not yet arrived. Their guide had lost his way in the dark. The

surprise factor was | ost. The battle was |l ong and bl oody.

victory. Both groups suffered semus | osses. 0 MyeWar Childiedr A Pridoaep af theiGhetto and
Partisan of World War Il Rememberbjternet: Belarus Online Newsletter, no. 1/2006, January 2006, Internet:
<http//www.jewishgen.org/Belarus/newsletter/Lapidus.html>.

108 Account of A.l. in Trunk,Jewish Responses to Nazi Persecut?89. After surrendering to the Germans in July
1941, Lieutenant Colonel Rodionov was held captive in a labour camp. He started collaborating with them the
following year and became commander dirgade of Russian renegades that participated ippantisan operations.

He eventually switched allegiance again in August 1943, bringing over some of the collaborating forces.

19 The sabotaging of railroads (through delagedonation mines) had littienpact on developments on the military

front, never obstructed German transports for long periods, and had a detrimental impact on the civilian population

because of German reprisals. According t opopulatornwonld er Br akel

have been better off without partisan activity holds
their main aim was to sabotage German lines of communication. In the Baranovich [Baranowicze] region they achieved
very little in this regard. Although in 1943 the Germans were forced to put some railway sidetracks out of service, the
vital main lines remained in working order until the end of the occupation. Besides, the Germans managed to repair
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local population routinely bore the brunt of harsh German retaliations, as was the case in the vicinity of
$ wiiahyewhereat leas600 Poles were executed in May 1942Gsrman and.ithuanianpolice*°
Jewish partisans who engaged in sabotage against the Germans coldly calculated the consequences of
their actions for themselves and for their Christian neighldoirb e pr over bi al fot her, o
inevitably lost out.Allegedly, the first mission undertaken by the Jewish underground in Wilnotheas
derailing ofa train carried out by three of its members sometime between May and July 1942 (various dates
are gven), some seven or eight milesr kilometres, according one account) southeast of Wilno, near
Nowa Wilejka (sometimes given as the distant town of Wilejka). The incident gaitisularsignificance
because othe propaganda value that Jewish parti§aarsd historian® have sught to attach to itAt the
1961 trial of Adol f Eichmann, Abba Kovner, a Wilno wu
German [military] train to be blown up intrainhe entire
had been blown up, not by the Poles, and not by the Lithuanians, and not by the Russians, but one was

blown up by a Jewes$gitka Kempner],who, after she had done it, had no base to which she could return,

most of the damage qldy. Only in summer 1944 did partisans manage to blow up a significant number of tracks at
onc e . AexaBdereBrakeli The Rel ati onship between Soviet Partisans an
under German Occupation, 19411, o0Shepimerd andatinsonWar in a Twilight World94.

110

In reprisal for an attack by Markovds partisans near Gyn
19, 1942, the Germans ordered the execution of 400 men. In fact, as many as 1,200 Poles may have been killed in a

series of reprisals carrienit primarily by the Lithuanian police in a number of localities, based on lists drawn up local

Lithuanians. See Roman Kordtbe b r Bika § a ksinga w obronie Ar tublin: Kr aj owe|j
Wydawnictwo Lubelskie, 1991), 38 4 ; Maria Wardlzp&Epkégni éiripo | atem 1943 r. p
sowi eckich na Uognier zaPcami AIK 7 Sddziwd | 6 kwmiSdi:c Bidud et yn G
Zbrodni przeciwko Narodowi Polskieiflun st yt ut u Pamadici 3Natddd&p] , k36, Wogkono
Wi |l e Eski Zwi Nzku Wal ki Zbr oijlevB, B 0 Ar dhat o Xg aw o WeAKkaavn d vast kaic,h i

problem mniejszoSci etnicznych nCyp Wi Ivneosezcc zsyyFsnti eem-Ow itno tPRailoit
Wil eEzczy¥Tni e viatowek(rCGdsa s kl:l Iwosjtnyyt uSw Pami Aci Narodowej , 20
Zbrodnia w Ponarach 1941944 ( War s a w: InstytuiKofMmamijaciSscNgramnd awegbr odni

Narodowi Polskiemu, 2008), 1632. See also Zizaflersecution of Nodewish Ciizens of Lithuania, Murder of
Civilian Populations (194i11944), 55i 56, who suggests a lower, though unspecified, number of victims who were
mainly Poles. News of these mass reprisals even reached the Wilno ghetto. S&h&rukst Days of the Jerusalem

of Lithuania, 294, 31920. Communist historians falsely claim that these retaliations were evidence of widespread
support for the Soviet partisans on the part of the local population. See, for example, JuchR@acyzyw radzieckim

ruchu partyzanckim 194 1945,290. Contemporary Lithuanian historiography covers up the fact that the victims were
Poles and that they were killed by Lithuanians. See Bulitgsi, Resistance Movement in Lithuania, T944,11,

23.

Other pacifications were equally brutakbes for example, KrajewskiNa Z i e mi N 04®,avbich debailkes e |
Ger man pacifications in 1943 in a number of Il ocalities (T
Soviet partisan activities. In some instances, Soviet partisans undertook activities that were calculated to ireite Germ
reprisal s, as, for exampl e, an ambush on some Germans neartr

which resulted in a punitive expedition in which 90 residents were burned alive. Jewish reports claim that the mining of
railway tracks wa carried out with remarkable precision and resulted in the derailment of trains loaded with munitions

and sol diers. See, for exampl e, Nechama Tec, ARefl ections
Maxwell, eds.,Remembering for the Furte: The Holocaust in an Age of Genocitdoundmills, Basingstoke,
Hampshire and New Yor k: Pal grave, 2001), vol. 1, 569; and

Forest, 19481944, 6 in Yitzhak Arad, Yi s Dawrents@ithemalocgust: SelettedAbr aham |
Sources on the Destruction of the Jews of Germany and Austria, Poland, and the SoviefJehisalem: Yad

Vashem, 1981), 463 1. Polish sources tell a different story: the victims of train derailments were for thepanbs

ordinary civilian passengers, with relatively few German casualties. Moreover, this form of warfare never took
precedence over the constant fi e c o Mammivtedy: WoPpdwengszkach, ws . See R
Wilnie i w puszczy, 1982945 (Warsaw: Editions Spotkania, 19940; Krajewski,Na Zi e mi NomM@& gr - dzkiej,
139 40.
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unl i ke any 'baf boarse, thapagtibutarclaim dan be readily dismissed. As a result of the
Home Armyés blowing up a German transport train in t

Szczuczyn was pacified by the Germ&fAc cor di ng t o Kovner 6s own account,

In those days, the Jeyiis the ghettojwould have destroyed us for fear of punishment if they had
any hint of these activities [i.e., procuring arms]. They would have blessed us in their hearts, but
they would not have hesitated to stone us. &
In June 1942the command decided tarry out the first attack on the railwé&yan idea bordering
on madness. It was before the partisan groups had started sabotage operations around Vilna
[Wilno]. é
Vitka Kempner went out for a threday reconnaissance trip. She dyed her hair, discarded th
yellow patch, mingled with the crowd outside the gate, and turned toward the railway that ran in the
direction of Vileika Nowa Wilejka]. At the same time, preparation of the mine was completed
inside the cavgat 3 Karmelicka Street]. Without experienaetools, we prepared by ourselves a
mechanical detonator, forged a firing pin. Zadok Gordon got some dynamite from a German
bunker. | remember |zkdZa Matskevich] at that time in the cave. He protested at my preparing the
mine; he was afraid | might Belled. é
On June 8, Vitka, Izka, and Moshe Braus left the cave in the Ghetto in order to blow up the first
Ger man train. € Next day, when | got the news, | forg
madman into Glasmanoskirooed iehbsiobekdld bhewk apdo

M1 The Trial of Adolf Eichmann, Session 27 (Part 9 of 10), Internet: <http://www.nizkor.org/hweb/people/e/eichmann

adolf/transcripts/Sessions/Sessizi--09.html>.

112Krajewski,Na Zi emi Nod®&ogr -dzkiej,

WAbba Kovner, AA First Attempt to Tell ,h The HolmcavkteAsuda Bauer
Historical Experience: Essays and a Discuss{dlew York and London: Holmes & Meier, 1981), 83, 88. Kovner
de<ribes (at pp. 86 and 91) two other railway sabotage actions that are dubious or grossly exaggerated:

It was Summer 1942. é On a branch | ine of the Borbisho
with ammunition. On the open trucks stood, four by feainks that were to be sent to the Smolensk

front. With the help of engineer Rattner, our fighters prepared six tiny incendiary mechanisms and

secretly introduced them into the petrol tanks. As the train went on its way, a fire broke out and the

tanks wenup in flames.

| remember the first time | bl ew up a train [near Landw
Rachel Mar kevitch as our guest. I't was New Yeards Eve
festival gift. The train appeared on the eaigailway; a line of large, heaVgden trucks rolled on

toward Vilna [Wi lno]. e | pulled the string with all n
thunder of the explosion echoed through the air, and twamytrucks full of troops hurtled down

into the abyss, | heard Rachel c¢cryo AFor Ponar!o

See also Dina Porafhe Fall of a Sparrow: The Life and Times of Abba KowJ&tanford, California: Stanford
University Press, 2010), §86. According to Rachel Margolis, the blowing up of a transport comasydiscussed at a
conspiratorial meeting held in November 1942. See Rachel Margdigrtisan from VilngBrighton, Massachusetts:
Academic Studies Press, 2010), 300.
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According toanotherversion, the Jewish underground in Wilno had searched for an appropriate location

to strike

somewhere far from the ghetto and far from the forest camps where Jews were used as slave labor.
The Nazis met each rebellious act with collective punishment, killing a hundred Jews for one dead
German. The underground did not want to give the Germans reason to blame the explosion on
Jews. é

A few days later, Abba [Kovner] saw the story in an ugdsund newspaper. It said that Polish

partisans had blown up a German train transgover two hundredserman soldiers had been

killed. The SS then marched into the nearest Polish t
something | felt guilty aboutd Vit ka [ Kempner] | ater said. Al knew t hat
peopldi t was the Ger mans. I n w&4emphasisadded] easy to forget wk

In 1944 Abraham Sutzkever, a member of the Jewish underground in Wilno, penned the fallowing

somewhat differe description of these events

It was a May night in 1942. A young malizd Matskevich] and woman [Vitka Kempner] crawled

through a hole in the fence surrounding the Vilna Ghet
They had to hurry. It was alrég 8:30, and it was permitted to be on the streets only until 9:00.

They passed Polotskaya [Pogocka] Street and headed tow
They had arranged to meet Brauze at 11:30 next to an
had the mine inafekeeping. They moved silently. They went into the woods. Matskevich and the

girl crawled under the rails. Brauze stopped in case he might have to cover them. Matskevich dug

under the rails with his bear hands. Into the small pit he placed some stdnégkindad given

hi m. € Having |l aid the mine, they covered it with sant
They waded across a stream and stopped on a hill under

Now the steam engine could be clearly seen emergarg the depths of the woods; behind it

came a chain of rumbling train cars. &

Railroad ties, people, and iron went flying into the :
Twelve train cars | oaded with weapons and Ger mans rus
bits. &

The peasas who were forced to take away the bodies the next morning told us that they counted

two hundred dead Germah¥’ [emphasis added]

Yehiel Tenzer provides the following account of these evesish contairs even more implausible

elements:

114 Cohen,The Avenger$2, 64.

15 llya Ehrenburg and Vasily Grossmarmhe Complete [Bck Book of Russian Jew(iew Brunswick, New Jersey

and London: Transcation Publishers, 2002),i 765
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When the dawrarose on 8 July [1942] Vitka[Kempner] Isa Matzkevitz and Moshe Brause left
the Ghetto carrying the mine. Their objective was to blow up a German train 7 kilometres south
east of Vilna. The operation had to take place at night and they would haw to llze Ghetto by
dawn the next day so that could go out to work as usual.
At the dawn Vitka reached the Ghetto, her legs torn and bleeding, but her face radiant. The mine
had been planted and nobody had noticed them. ¢é
News of the explosion arrideat 3 p.m. The train was destroyed, both engines and ammunition
waggons. The Germans were at a loss, for this was the first operation of its ki nlear a  é
It was a happy day for the Fighters in the Ghetto. The
Many co&hes containing German soldiers and ammunition in the train which was on its way to
Polotsk was smashed. In the morning the peasants ccalmet 200 bodies of soldiers, apart from
those who were completely blown apart and could not be couitien.ther census the peasants

collected pistols, rifles, and many bulléig[emphasis added]

Isaac Kowalski, a member of the Jewish undergroatmhalleges thatin addition to killing more than
200 German soldiers, the explosiof the landmineresulted inifian even | arger number o
soldiers.Although involved in producing underground publications, Kowalski does not say that this event
was reported in the German newspapers. Rather, he says that a Jewish scout learried tdtidater
from local peasants. Moreovehe insistghatthe threeunderground membessKempner, Matskeich and

Braus® were present at the time of the explosion:

After they waited in hiding for two or three hours, the favorable moment arrived, with the approach
of a large trarport train rushing soldiers to the front. When the transport came near enough to the
partisan ambush, Moshe Braysdled the cord which set off a tremendous explosion, derailing and
turning over dozens of cars.

The three partisans saw a huge bursirefffom explodingammunition and heard the creams of

wounded German soldief¥.
Historian Yitzhak Arad provides a more modest versibthese events
In June 1942, the command decided to mine the German railroad line going to the front. The mine

wasprepared in the ghetto. After a preliminary reconnaissance of the railroad from Vilna [Wilno]
to Vileyka, Vitka Kempner and two other F.P.Qrafeinikte Partisaner OrganizatZeUnited

18 M. Lask, The Kalish BooKTel Aviv: Societies of Former Residents of Kalish and the Vicinity in Israel and

U.S.A,, 1968), 88. This source recomtber fantastic exploits attributed to Vitka Kempner which are found in Ruzka

Kor c hak 6Blammeathpeplomr ef erred to | ater: AfOne night in October,
carrying a suitcase full of mines, and entered Vilna. Therdlglweup an electric transformer. Next day she entered the
Keilis Concentration Camp and took out 60 people to the P

Oran [Orany] where 200 Ger mans wereykehdgiendes éashe2tloonkdgpeas.

17 Kowalski, A Secret Press in Nazi Eurodel5 16.
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Partisans Organization] members left the ghetto, and on the nighyd, 1842, placed the mine

on the railroad, 6 miles southeast of Vilna. The trio returned to the ghetto at dawn. The next
morning an ammunition trairhit the mine, and the engine and several wagons were damaged.
Farmers in the vicinity were arrested isarman reprisahktion, but the Jews were not touched.

The Germans had no idea it was a German operation. It was the first German train to be mined in

the Vilna ared!®

Another restrainedversion of these ever@tsbut darker in its implicatiords was provigd in a 2001
interview with Vitka K o v n e rKenfpne® ene of the participantsShemaintains that only she and Iza

Matskevich executed the deed aergortsa considerablgmallertoll of German victims:

i joined the team t Istattacksveutsidertre ghettonand rhyl fiesst ahdor t er r or

important missiontogether with Yoske Maskitz, was to detonate a bomb of the railway in order

to damage the train that transported equipment to the
AFinally, faelanhiegrandwitmthehalp oba policeman from the ghetto, we sneaked

out the bomb that Abba had built and detonated it. When we managed to get back into the ghetto

[ without being discovered] it was a dags of celebratic

planned, and according to the newspapers, a great deal of damage was done to the trairacars, and

few soldiers were kiled fiThe Ger mans believed in collective respon

that Jews had executed the bombing they would have hdadius | ed by the thousands. 0

Germans did not imagine that this was the work of Jews, and therefore, retaliated by executing all

the residents in a nearby Polish tot¥h[emphasis added]

In an interview in 1987, Kempner stated:

I had to look for a plae on the railroad. And the Jews work on the railrdadganing, bringing
food, digging. € | haWeaws, becaudeifibwill saccepdlaaddhey faulde r e ar e no
outthatle ws wer e working there, they can exterminate the gt
We take tle bomb, the minegutside the ghetto and bring it to the pladée were twd one boy
who was a policeman é | was the other one. We went out
15 kilometers [outside] the city.
We take the bomb and we put it under the tracks.Onethirty at night (the night of July 8,
1942), we put the bomb. We escaped very quickly. When the train goes [over it] at two, it explodes,
and from far away we heard the explosion. We come back

ghetb, [when] they let in [a group of] people who come after the nightwork.

118 Arad, Ghetto in Flames260i 61.

Morit oOhayon Madar, AVitka Kadmyashem OlineAMagazne, postsdaat: 6 s Res ol v
<http://www.yadvashem.org.il/about_yadagazine/datal/vitka.html>. An undated handwritten account (notebook)
penned by Wi tka Kempner in Polish is equally vague. The da

is no mention of any German casualties or nearby residents beingexkeSee the testimony of Vitke Kempner, Yad
Vashem Digital Collections, item 3698218, record group & .K8czerginski Collection, file number 11.
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LILITH: Did the Jews in the ghetto know that that this was a Jewish act of sabotage?
No. Jews didnodt. Nobody knew. Only wus é I f the Ger mar
theywoul d exterminate the ghetto. € but in all our units

and we were very proud about??[emphasis added]

When, where and how exactly this event occurred, if at all, is not free from.dbiibiere no known
official German reports or Polish underground reports confirminiyléiteover, during this same same
period both the Soviet partisans and the Home Army carried out numerous train derdffri¢atsdo
ghetto chronicles from that period acknowledlge news of anvent of such significancédlerman Kruka
meticulous chronicler of the Wilno ghetto, does not mentias eékientin his diaryat all, even thougte
recordsinformation such as train derailments and German retaliations against villfrgens various
source such aghe underground pres& Nor does Zelig Kalmanovitch, another Wilno scholar who wrote
a wartime diary** Rachel Margolis, a member of the Communist underground in Witho had met Iza
Matskevich in Kaunas during the Soviet occupati@ealled tlat, at a conspiratorial meeting the FPO
(Fareinikte Partizaner Organizatsighe United Partisan Organizatiom) November 1942, Matskevich
suggested the blowing up of a German transport convoy, but providégrther details of such an

occurrencé®Ind e e d | t hat 0 1 pgeacoupatian twasaving its ownanembers from German

1200y va Cantor, iShe Fought Back: An | Lilith Magazinene. 1&i t h Vi | na
(spring 1987)23 24.

121 Other versions give rise to further conflicting assertions. Ruzhka Korchak, for example, does not mention the

number of German casualties and states that 300 villagers were arrested and interrogated. See Ruzhi@ldtorzhak,

podpeplom(Tel Aviv: Biblioteka-Aliia, 1977), 11920. Chaim Lazar quotes ltzik Wittenberg who claims that this act

of sabotage caused t he en e MygstruBtiornamdResistancddb The stolyassedated . 0 See L
again somewhat differentyb Nec hama Tec: i i two womerisig fromrthe Vilneoghettd, Yitha2

Kempner and Izia Mackiewicz, participated in an important sabotage operation to mine a railway track near Wilejka.

The mission succeeded. The engine and several wagorts filwi t h  muni ti ons were derail ed
casualties are noted. See Nechama Rasilience and Courage: Women, Men, and the Holoogstv Haven,

Connecticut and London: Yale University Press, 2003), 281. According to Isaac Kowalski, Izke (ltzcigwicz

(Yoske Maskowitz) was not a woman, but a Jewish man who worked on the railroads posing as a Tartar. The third

member of the party, and, according to Kowalski, the one who actually detonated the mine, was Moshe Brause (Brauz),

who had graduateddm the Lithuanian Military Academy and became a captain in the Lithuanian army. See Kowalski,

A Secret Press in Europgl4i 16, 160.

lzzWog‘;kond)vkskﬁig, Wi | e Es ki Zwi Nzku Wal ki Zih9ds §5n 32 Hemdyk mi i Kraj o
Pi skunowicz, fiDzi agal noSi zbrojna Airlmi4i4, r djno vBenja arday nWi lea Es
Krajowa na Nowogr - dd¢loaaliTod5)&1li Wi |l eEszczyTnie

123 Although Herman Kruk does not mention that derailment in his detailed diarysefurithe period May through

July 1942 he does record on July 4 mass retaliations against Poles in Olkieniki, and on July 11, he writes about train

cad s being blown up fibeyondo Podbrodzie. (Both of these | oc
55 kilmetres southeast of Wilno, and Podbrodzie is about 40 kilometres northeast of Wilno.) S&h&rukst Days

of the Jerusalem of Lithuéa, 319, 327.

147elig Kalmanovitch, @A Di XIVQAnouél oftldwish S9ciar Scien@h 8 (Nevo i n Vi | na
York: Yiddish Scientific InstituteYIVO, 1953): 9 81.

125Margolis,A Partisan from Vilna300, 380.
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Aktionen.*?® However, this does not in any waiter how the Jewish undergroumalculated anaveighed
the impact of such operations: theavalierattitude toward exposinthe surrounding Christian population
to graverisk stands in marked contrast to their preoccupatairtoendanger the lives of Jews by exposing
the ghetto population to collective punishment. It is worth notinghis contextthat it was the Polish
community of Wilno who provided the Jewish underground with safe shelters and meeting places outside
the ghetto, as well as couriers to maintain contact with other gh&ttos.
This was not an isolated event. The Jewish Fighting Organiz@tignd o ws ka Or gainiOBacj a Boj
employeda similarstrategy) diverting German reprisals away from Jews and onto Chrigtiavien it
staged grenade assauft December 19423 n t he Cyganeria caf® in Krak:-w, wh

SS.However, that rusbackfired because their organization had been infiltrated by informants.

To throw the vengeful Gestapo off track in the afterrH
leaflets implicating the Home Army. This, they hoped, would prevent reprisals by theS®gm

innocent Jewish residents of the Krakow [ Krak:- - w] ghet
risky gambit that [justifiably] could have provoked the wrath of the Polish Resistance had the

Germans retaliated against the Gentile population instéslNazis, however, knew full well who

was behind the #Aterroristo actions because they had t°
ZoB.*®

126 Arad, In the Shadow of thRed Banner206.
127 seventeen members of the Jewish underground, including Abba Kovner and Vitka Kempner, were sheltered by
Polish Dominican nuns in their convent near Kol oni a Wil e
awarded by Yad Vashem, assisted theiste fugitives in many ways and even procured weapons for the Jewish

underground and smuggled them into the Wilno ghettoL8eé&V. Schwarz, edThe Root and the Bough: The Epic of

an Enduring PeopléNew York: Rinehart & Company, 1949),723; Bartoszewski, The Blood Shed Unites U$91i

92; Philip FriedmanT hei r Br ot KNew otk: Hdlecauptéibrary, 1978), 167; Ruzhka KorchakPlamia

pod peplom22i 23; Arad,Ghetto in Flames]88, 229; Eric SilverThe Book of the Just: The Silent Heroes \8hwed

Jews from Hitler(lLondon: Weidenfeld and Nicholson, 1992); 292; Mordecai PaldielThe Path of the Righteous:

Gentile Rescuers of Jews During the Holocaitboken, New Jersey: KTAV Publishing House, 1993),1276

Mordecai PaldielSavingthe J#s: Amazi ng Stories of Men and (Réokamien Who Def i
Maryland: Schreiber Publishing, 2000), 2290; Gutman and Bend€Fhe Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the

Nations,vol. 4: Poland,Part One, xliii xliv, 108; Mordecai Paliel, The Righteous Among the Natiqdsrusalem: Yad

Vashem; New York: HarperCollins, 2007), i&2; Porat, The Fall of a Sparrow45i 53. The account of Anna

Borkowska (Sister Bertranda), the abbess of the cloistered nunnery, can be found in Bartoszeéwskia,

Righteous Among Nations13 17. The other Dominican sisters involved in the rescue operation were: Maria Ostreyko

(Sister Jordana), Maria Janina Roszak (Sister Cecylia), \
(Sister Stefania), Iremeé Kelaenek FSNeckieewiMaggoBizatan , Diaana)
the Polish scouting movement with ties to the Home Army introduced Kovner and Kempner to Anna Borkowska. Irena

also offered her owapartment in Wilno as a meeting place for the Jewish undergenuhdmuggled weapons into the

ghettoHel ena Adamowicz played a key role as a I|iaison for the
and Warsaw ghettos. Another Polish courier lonking Warsaw and Wilno was Henryk Grabowski. Seéghattmdin

Flames,188, 22224, 245 47; Bartoszewski and LewiRRighteous Among NationsQ7 523; Gutman and Benderhe

Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natigok, 4: Poland, Part One, 5455, 192, 253Marija Leg ihskiera

(MariaLes zczy Es k a)e,washkmowneast hrei d mda her 0 of the Jewish partisans
Christopher Lawrence Zuggérhe Forgotten: Catholics of the Soviet Union from Lenin through S@&liracuse, New

York: Syracuse University Press, 2001), 450.

128 Matthew Brezinski,l saacos Ar my: A St ory eCccupied Bolaadiyew Yarkn Banddm r v i v al in
House, 2012), 2224.
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Jewish sources allege that the Home Army simply refused to cooperate with the Jewish underground in
Wilno, and hat consequently the latter had no choice but to look for contacts with the Sag@iing to
Israeli historian Dina Porat,

Outside [the ghetto] there was still no organization they could contact, with the exception of the
Armia Krajowa (AK), the natinalistic Polish underground directed by the Polish government in
exile in LondonJAbba] Kovner was in contact with the AK for almost two months, especially with

an eyeto obtaining weapons. However, the Atas rightwing and antiSemitic and regarded the
FPOas a Communist underground, and explanations were to no avail. Not only was contact broken
off, but later, when the Jews left the ghetto for the forests and hiding places, many were murdered
by nationalistic Pole¥®

In fact, the FPOwas not only led ¥ a Communist, Yitzhak Wittenberg, but alswluded Communists

groupsin its ranks As an entity,it was markedly preésovietfrom its very inception As Porat points,

Their first meeting determined the onsslygtaact zati onds nati
as partisanfighting in the rear and their desire to aid the Red Army in a common war against the

Nazis, carrying out acts of sabotage behind enemy lines. Thus the national goals, which they all

wanted to achieve, were integrated with the Commi st sdé commi t ment to be part of
Unionbds fi®hting force.

According tohistorianYitzhak Arad, the FPO established its first contacts with the Soviet partisans in the
spring of 1942. In April of that year, the commander of the Soviet partisarement in Lithuania,
Al bertas Kuni gdachedsan ggieeenithstmeileanish resistance leadership to incorporate
the FPO into the Lithuanian partisan movement as an autonomous branch operating inside thehghetto
undertookto keep in rgular contact with each other through the political commiggidold Sienkiewicz
( Margisd and the ghetto resistevgereto join up withthe Soviet partisans immediately after the planned
ghetto uprising™*

In keeping with its preSoviet orientation, ta FPOrefused to recognize Polish claimsthe Wilno area

which the Soviets had seized from Poland in September, 198%ded over to Lithuanisand later

129 Porat,The Fall of a Sparrond8i 99. See also KorchalRlamia pod peploml20'21; Yitzhak Arad,The Holocaust

in the Soviet UnioifLincoln, Nebraska: University of Nebraska Press; Jerusalem: Yad Vashem: 2009), 486.

130porat,The Fall of a Sparrowgo.

131 Arad, Ghetto in Flames496i 98. Polish historian Dariusz Libionka claims that Kovner turned to the Soviet

partisans only after he wasbuffed by the Home Army, but offers no evidence in support of the notion that the FPO
contemplated an alliance with the Home Ar my. In fact, t he
with the organi zat i onadctswiththaSodetl partisams 81 the drea tikelyapreseded itstcantaatso n t

with the Home ArmySee Dari usz H4AKbi oblkehegdZWZa RzNdu RP wobec ekster
in tbiRowaky ,i tydzi podile4apldcj N niemi eckN 1939
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incorporated into the Soviet Uniautright. Inits proclamation of January 1, 194Be FPOreferral to the

contested area s ALithuania.d This dispdndtyheofFshgifigssit oyal ty t
Communist componentnderstandablyesulted inthe Home Arm¥ sistrasing the Jewish underground

I't also | ed to the HetmdPQwitmyeéponds hisforias BetesatPrekerpwao v i d

who was recognized by Yad \paistshorirthe dewishanderrBundnht eous Ge
Wilno was notprepared to distance itself froits unconditional suppomf the Soviet Union even when

theyturned to the Home Army for armkeavng the question ofheir allegiancein the event of a Soviet

return (which theyboth anticipated and welcomed) o be fdeci ded '¥Unlkeinme | ater
Warsaw where the Home Army did provide the Jewistderground with arms and military trainirig

laurch an uprisingand where the Communists were not strathgre was no uprising eithém Wilno,

where the Communists played a significant role in the Jewish undergroundy orBi agy st ok, wher e |
the members of the underground were Commurdstspitethe fact that the undergrouimdboth citieswas
well armed™?

132 TeresaPr ek er owa, AiThe Jewi sh Under ®olim Stadies im Polish Jevareol. $ ol i sh Und

(1996): 156 See als@rad, Ghetto in Flames2484 9, wher e t he aut hofomhialvesponseys t he FP
and its links to the Soviet paan movement:

The F.P.O. succeeded in contacting the Polish underground, and negotiated with them for aid in

procuring arms for the Jewish group. The Polish underground leaders questioned the F.P.O. on its

orientation: was it Communist; what side woutdtake when the Soviets returned and a struggle

between the Poles and the Soviets ensued over authority in Vilna [Wilno]? The Poles were informed

that the F.P.O. was not a Communist group, but an organization fighting the Nazis, in which

Communistswerem| uded but were not the majority. The F.P. Obs o
until the liberation; the fate of Vilna after the liberation was not its immediate concern, it would be

decided at some later time.

See also Aradn the Shadow of the Red iBeer,209, for a similar analysis.

133AIthough the underground (FPO) in the Wilno ghetto managed to organize and obtain arms, they eventually made a

deal with the Judenrat not to stage a revolt in exchange for safe passage for its members out of tbgaghettaith

the arms that had been smuggled in. Chaim Lazar comments
6ful filledb6b Paragraph 22 of the Organizationds constitutic
batt | eeKiédmanT ISei r Br ot H@ 17sLazarPeseugtion asd Resistancglil 1 1 . For the FPOO6s
documents see Betti Ajzensztajn, @y ch podzi emny w ghettach (i Weorbsoazva,c hG- dWat er
and Krak- - w: Centr al narycany o @alssek 8946K @33 As jDma Pdratspbints out, Abba
Kovner 6s mani festo which called for Jews to rise up again
preferred instead to be exiled or to go into hiding rather than to take to the afrddtght. Even the underground did

not physically take to the streets to sweep the masses along with it, nor fid it incite a strike at the Germans and their

col |l abor at oThs Falbof &Sparrovd89r Rachel Margolis, a member of the undargdh noted that the

|l eafl ets glued to the walls of buildings (fAJews, rise and
Not one of them joined us. € Fear defeatedodsalingthair gument s.
own | ives. Jewish men hid in refuges, secret hiding places

out of the ghetto in order to join the Soviet partisans in the forests. See Makgeastisan from Vilna355, 35859.
After the depegure of the underground from the ghetto, the Judenrat ordered the Jewish police and informers to search

for Jews in hideouts and to bring them out by force. ADuri
police and for those who beteyd ot her Jews reached its height aThed was | ate
FallofaSparrowl 39. On the situation in Biagystok, where the call
seeSaraBendelT he Jews of Biagystok Dur i GglthaMo Massdchusktts: Brandeisand t he

University Press, 2008), 2684.

Contary to what is often claimed in Holocaust literature, there is no evidence that any planned revolt in a ghetto
failed to materialize because of a lack of Polish aid. Many Jewish authors, and even historians, however, have
considerable difficulty in comingp terms with this harsh reality, preferring instead to lay the blame squarely on the
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Poles. Michael Berenbaum, former director of the Research Institute at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,

for exampl e, writes: i ding the fact thaa antisentitigm ambng sodwanim imajewa | ncl u
members, who were in positions of significance, prevented the adequate supply of arms to Jewish fighters, armed revolt

was not carried out in many of the ghettos where Jewish resistance moveneritseedi . 0 (Letter to the Can
Congress, dated May 16, 1996) . A survivor from G- d¥, who w
why more people didnét fight, the answer i s scoulpdte: With w
be depended on to help. € Moreover, common sense told us t
woul d be futil e. Carvdkin Stivia MHolgcaudD Yedrh i éro,y 6 @oroiita IUeiversity of

Toronto Press, 1996), 28216. These are bogus arguments. Jews did in fact, when they were so disposed, acquire arms

and ammunition, albeit in limited quantities, via the black market and from other sources, in the same manner as the

Polish underground, and staged open reveita inumber of places such as Warsaw (with the help of the Poles),
Biagystok, Czfistochowa, Ni eSwi eU, Guck, =etc. Needl ess to
Poles. While arms were acquired in many ghettos, very few ghettos stagksl. lewariably, the Jewish underground

faced major opposition from within their community which was usually spearheaded by the Jewish Council, with local

leaders and even rabbis joining in. With little support forthcoming from the general populaticesdhe of the few

was wusually thwarted. Another significanboJevawht ware was t he
promised their lives in exchange for information. As Yehu
employed d wi sh i nfor mers, was very efficient and managed to |
Yehuda BauefThe Death of the Shtdtilew Haven, Connecticut and London: Yale University Press, 2009), 150.

In Ejszyszki, Rabbi oShheidmopnl eRao ztoov sakcydPusi riempaarsmss and A
was sternly rebuffed by one faction of the Jewish Council, so the plan died. See Alufi and Bafkelis hi s h u k
History and Its Destructiorf2; Eliach,There Once Was a Worl881 In Kurzeniec, the Judenrat warned the parents

protect
0; I ts

of underground members who were collecting weapons of the
ifiWhen we heard about it, o one Jew recal IWedhreateheddokii t or med i n
whoever threaten [sic] our families. 0 See Tha8croafcount of

Kurzeniac,Internet: <www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/kurenets/>; translatiorMefgilat Kurenits: Ayara béayeha we
mota (Tel Aviv: Former Residents of Kurzeniec in Israel and the U.S.A., 1956). A similar situation existed in lwie
(l'wje) where the Judenrat warned the brother of an wundergr

was liable to bring aboutthieandi ng over [ of] my family to the gendar me. 0 ¢
Kaganovich,In Memory of the Jewish Community oflvye | n Ggnboki e, after some Jews man:
from Poles outside the ghetto, iln the Jewish police it wa
get rid of us é Once, whil e my br otdokhenrto thealsdensat cellarpbeat g, t wo J
him and demanded he give the weapons. é 1 was called to pr
t hat i f, indeed, they tried to arrest me, dresbacedthe i n my po:
Germans would find out about the weapons and backed off. So, except for the Germans, the Judenrat and the Jewish

police also became our enemies. They interfered and threat
DovKatmvi t ¢c h, AWi th the Parti s an sBoakindMemory oftDbksziZ&afidnowAr my , 0 i n
Chapter 4. (A revolt was eventually staged in Ggnbokie whe

Krasne near Mo g o d ésparcimed Jewigh hpelice Xau idvestigata tand d¢reak up an underground

organization that smuggled men and arms to the forest. See Kowalithalogy on Armed Jewish Resistance, 1939

1945vol . 4 (1991), 473. The Br as § awarnmandamniumition were avkilabkeo nf i r ms t
from outside sources, a planned revolt did not take place for three reasons: (1) the Jews were worn down by the

Germans; (2) the eternal hope that the German plans would not materialize; and most importantly, §8)ttienopf

the Jewish Council to the plan. See Machnes and Klib@arkness and Desolatior§9798. Two groups were
established in BrzeSI at the beginning of 1942 as prepar at
various sources (purchases from lItalian soldiers, thefts from warehouses of booty) including rifles, severaipidtols,

grenades, and ten machine guns. The underground had a printing press and possessed a radio. Contacts were
established with the Soviet underground. The plan was to open fire on the Germans with all their firepower on the first

day that they came tagllidate the ghetto, and to ignite homes and warehouses, and to break out and flee to the forests.

At the beginning of October 1942, the Polish underground informed the Jewish underground that extermination units

had assembled in the city consisting of GanmUkrainian and Lithuanian policemen. Yet the Jewish underground

proved incapable of mobilizing its members and mounting a revolt, and only a a small number of Jews managed to

escape to the forest. The Germans, probably tipped off by informers, suidhedgiding place of the printing press

and radio and blew them up, al ong wi t hPinkds elakghidotr Pdline t here. S
vol. 5 (Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 1990), 226 English translationEncyclopedia of Jewish Comnitigs in Poland,

vol. V, Internet: <http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/pinkas_poland/pol5_00226.htifitre. opposition of the Judenrat

and the Jewish ghetto popul ation, among other internal 0bs
Prudlaand $wifciany, even though weapons and ammunition had
Wolf Zeev Rabinowitsch, edRinskd Historical Volume: The Story of the Jews of Pinsk 13042 (Tel Aviv: The

Association of the Jews of Pinsk in Iekal977), 11820; Joseph Friedlaender, eB.j nkas Pruzdany and its
(Bereze, Malch, Shershev, Seltz and Lin€Ve) Aviv: The United Pruziner and Vicinity Relief Committee in New
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York and Phil adel phia and t hael 1P83)) M@ @G2naad AtadTinaPatisarf68 Associ at i
78. When a delegation from a Jewish forest group arrived i
were betrayed to the Gestapo. As elsewhere, the Jewish police actively assisted in i @ohdeportation of the

Jews to the dela camps. See Israel BerestizRiyn For Your Life, My Child! The Life Story of a Partisan &uddier

(Israel: n.p., 20117?), 78, 86. No revolt took place in Baranowicze where the underground amassed 70 rifles, two

machine guns, 40 handguns, 15,000 bylle@® hand grenades, and a few sticks of dynamite. Two members of the

Judenrat threatened to hand the members of the underground to the Germans, and a squad of policemen was sent to

arrest them. Other underground members stormed the Judenrat buildingreaténied to kill its members if the

detainees were handed over to the Gestapo. The local rabbi, in the company of an entourage, cautioned the
underground against revol t: Do you realise what a bad a
leader of our community and responsible for its fate. You and a few youngsters are jeopardising us all by attempting to

take up arms against the Germans. And what use are a few rifles against their infemathiaes? Worst of all, you

seem to have foajten that we are a nation of the book, not the sword. How do you think we have survived 2000 years

of pogroms and persecution? Not by fighting, not by kil li
desperate situation now but thereisaGodiheaven and the miracle wildl happen. d |
di smay; this was religious zeal <carried beyond all sense. 0
even wanted to apprehend a Jewish arms smuggler and handdhimot o t he Ger mans. See Yehuda

Baranowi cze i Wadwdskem Btodiemlc3a (2603):,13236; Berk,Destined to Live77i 78.

A similar combination of opposition on the part of Jewish leaders and widespread apathy, despair @nerisals
prevailed in most of the ghettos in the Generalgouvernement and in the Eastern Territories. When a young Jew arrived
in StepacC, Vol hyni a, Awith the purpose of organizing the J
andjoining of young men from the ghettos of different towns to the partisans. He told us of the acts of killing of Jews
in the Volyn ghettos. The fellowbs activity in the Stapan
the Jewish poie by order of the Judenrat and he disappeared. 0o S
Ayaratenu  Stepan (Tel Aviv: Stepan Society, 1977), 213 ff.,,Our Town Stepan, Internet:
<http://lwww.jewishgen.orglyizkor/stepan/Stepan.html>. The situationeidéwish villages of Trochenbrtgnatovka

(lgnat -wka TroSciaGska), Volhynia, is described thus: Al s
and form big groups ¢é | mu st a dimohghyagdinetaid. Thtyh es ali @ ald FJ e wit s o f
the Germans are not killing. And what would the Germans wa
young people. But the community | eaders found out and came
will suffer. You have nothingtolo8ey oudr e homel ess, youdre bDbutweghavesur youbr e d
houses, our fields, our property. We have a | ot to | oseldé

gat herings. 0 S e ewarhRditarAVoikedrhnmtheadarest: Memoirs of a Jewish Partifdaw York:

Holocaust Library, 1980), 29. As noted earlier, the opposition of the local Jewish leaders was often supported by the
community at large. For the typical ghetto resident, thevans t o t he questi on fiwhy didnét th
readily apparent without recourse to the cruel ruse that
slightest resistance endangered not only himself but also his family and the winateroy. In addition, right up to

the last moment, people refused to believe in the wholesale extermination of the Jewish population. In view of this,

nobody dared to do anything which might bring down disaster on the heads of his family and his commusSitg. e

Mi riam Bergerds test i mo n yHorchivManerialWBaoKTebAviv: Horckiv Gomrhitte&in r i v , ed. ,
Israel, 1966), 44. Why should Poles be held up to a higher standard of heroism? Writing about the situation in Eastern

Poland, where hedgudged conditions for resistance and guerrilla movements to be favourable, historian Shmuel
Spector concluded: iBecause of GeJrundaenrdidtAbt sgenpathise withfthec ol | ect i v
resistance actid2ud e rdicsAot veant tiMtake part m the redisence and sometimes even opposed

or di sturbed activitiedud eappiowdd pf the mesispahce, orevehereMéaderseof thheh e

underground were eager to resist, could organisation of resistancerb@ plal. 6 See Shmuel Spector
Resi stance in Smal/l TJewsnrsEastefn Pdsads ane thenUS$Ro 1889t4d 410 Oni the

other hand, there are historians such as Yitzhak Arad who, contrary to the preponderance of the evidaingustaint

the opposite: fimost of the Judenr@ate did not in principle
ghetto. €& Neither did the councils assist the Nazis in com
Armed Jewish Restance in Eastern Europe: Its Unique Conditions and Its Relations with the Jewish Councils
(Judenrate) in the Ghettos, 0 i n MiTeehHmlechust BredrHestor: dhem and Abr

Known, the Unknown, the Disputed, and the Reexanm{iBle@mington and Indianopolis: Indiana University Press,
1998), 596, 599.

The Jewish police and Gestapo agents and informers were particularly effective in eliminating the fledgling Jewish
underground. When the Peopl e6sheGugahredt t at tienmpNMie@&s kt oM apzroowi i edcel
warned by the commander of the Jewish police to desist or face a denunciation to the Germans. See Bartoszewski and
L ewi n -Tenjeat zojczyzny mojgj,8 5. Condi tions in Sosnowi kedeadershgpofdescr i bed
Zvi Dunsky, Lippa Mintz, Heller Schnitzer, and Joseph Kosak, the Sosnowiec [underground] group aimed at a genuine
resistance, mai ntaining communications with Warsaw. They
against the regie and the Judenrat. They even plotted to kill [its president] Moshe Merin. Merin was busy too. He set
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Soviet Designs
The Soviet partisan command adopted a similar strategy in relation to the Polish undkegrduhe

civilian population. In January 1943, General Ponomarenko outlined the following course of action:

It is imperative that we ignite partisan warfare in Poland. Apart from military results, it will result
in justifiable losses among the Polish ptation in the struggle against the German occupier and

will prevent them from saving up all their forces for ldf#r.

up a network of spies, who infiltrated the organization and reported back to him. As soon as he had enough names, he
made his move. He rounded up all tkeistance people and had them transferred to camps in Germany. Thus our first

attempt to organize an wuprising locally was shattered in i
Kwinta, | 6 m St i (Tbronth: iSwmbonn & Pierre Publishng Company, 1974), 136. I n  Kr e
underground established contact with the Polish underground and was thus able to procure weapons, yet there too the
possibility of revolt was thwarted. S h | wareofalliggcirtioethen e x pl ai n
hands of the Gestapo one by one é The Jewish policemen sn
aiding the fight er sThe Fighters of the Cracdw GhettderBsalermKetegRreass, 1986), 85.

So,tm, in Zgocz-w, a planned revolt was stifled by spies in:
the assistance of Pol es: iln spite of the secrecy and prec
betrayed the five leaderio t he eve of the enterprise. The informer was a

were arrested. 0 THe €y ofl ZloczdfTel Avie Zlkczower Relief Verband of America, 1967),

column 133. A similar situation prevailed in Mir, wheae pl anned escape of Jews to the fo
from the Mirzamekgh et t o named Stanisl awski . e I f [ Oswal d] Rufei se
ambush would have been a wunique event @&e bPenprblenged byt he | i f e

wiping out the gendarmerie stationed in the town. But instead, the traitor Stanislawski brought ruin upon himself and

the entire ¢lakadnd Rochell&&e0 SuAcaording to another sour ce, i A
[Stan sgawski ] wor ked with horses at the gendar meri e. The ¢
privileges if he informed him from where the Jews had gotten the guns, and who told them about the planned roundup.
Stanislavski, believing he couldv&himself through this betrayal, agreed to khe mma n dcanditiodss He told

him he heard say fAOswaldo [ Rufeisen] had given the guns to
the account of B.A. in Trunklewish Responses to Nazi Rengtion,295. See also the account of Szloma Charchas

(Szlomo Charches) in AjzensztajRuch podziemny w ghettach i obozathl 6 , and in Michag Grynber
Kotowska, comp. and edst,yci e i zaggada i19d6w Rel ak(Warsaws Dfcgnd k - w

Naukowa, 2003)5 1 4 . On orders of the Judenrat, Jewi sh police in No
the ghetto. Se&eorge LubowEs c ape: Against Al | (N&dYodrk: :iUniverses 2004R9.Vher 6 s St or y
well-armed underground in Baranowicze ultimately failed to stage a planned revolt because of the deception of the

Germans during the secoAdttion There too the Germans were aware of the existence of an underground in the ghetto

and employed Jewishpi es t o acquire information about iit. A Jewish t
attempted to escape from the Luftwaffe base and informed the German commander about the underground group. An
underground group organized in the forced labma mp i n Stara Wilejka near Mogodeczn
named Schulzinger from Szczuczyn; only a small number of Jews were able to escape, and all those left in the camp

were killed. See Yehuda Bauer , YdlJYVashemtSties, Wh 31520@8wil2¢,ze i n t he
1323 8 . A clandestine youth group in Radzy G, composed of me
organizations, who sought to arrange for Jews to flee to the forests and set up fighting units, gained the support of th

Hasidic Rabbi Shmuel Shlomo Leiner. In June 1942, the Gestapo learned of this through informers and executed the

rabbi in the square in front of t hePinkayHhakebilbtgRoknvol. Bee fARadzy
(Jerusalem: Yad Vashem999), 54347; English translationEncyclopedia of Jewish Communities in Polamdl.

VII, Internet: <http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/pinkas_poland/pol7_00543.html>.

¥ This excer pt from a fAtop secreto memor aanddothens, dared m Pono ma
January 20, 1943, is found in Ivan Bil&egpresyvnk ar al 6 na syst dm&a5 ¥: USpolgyphimiitd n® 1 7
istorykopravovyi analiz(Kiev: Libidi Viisko Ukrainy, 1994), vol. 2, 361. The full memorandum can be found in

Bogdan Musig , iMemorandum Pantelejmona Ponomarienki z 20 stycz
ni ekt - -rych nasPaynihii czia dSapnrivehvei (20@6| diowly: 84B5. See also Piotr Gontarczyk,

Pol ska Partia Robot ni c #1844 (Warsaw:gFronda, 02003) 28208 yConciireewrtly,
Ponomarenko issued instructions to send trained fagentso i
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Directives aimed at provoking German attacks against the Polish underground were formulated at a
meeting of the Central Committee Bareof the Communist Party of Belorussield on June 24, 1943.
While continuing to engage in talks with Polish delegations about joint operations against the Germans,

General Ponomarenko instructed:

Concurrently é we must dyiongamizationstause whaever mearsio uni t s and p
detect and expose to assaults by the German occupiers all local Polish organizations and groups

that emerge. The Germans wonét hesitate to shoot them
Polish partisangwops or ot her combat organizations. é Dondt be
choosing your means. These measures should be undertaken on a broad scale and organized in such

a way that it all proceeds smootfif.

The Soviets unleashed what historian Mare J a n Chodaki ewi cz has aptly C

b a n d *% Moyeovér, their god@ which was cast in a duplicitous w&lwas to eliminate any

¥ This document is reproduced in its ent.i kierowpictwardo Gnat owsKki i
pol ski ej konspiracji n-wsehpdnidhl Keegatto Bzecizypospmljitej wn latactp 2348niodc, Mo

Studia Podlaskieno. 5 (1995): 238345 (in Russian), here at 243, and also in part (in Polish) in Borhtigmefirzeka

niezgody244i 45, and Gontarczylolska Partia Robotnicz208 209.

i Revolutionar y b -@rongead pphreyotmene@nrwhieh ihistarianaarekwan Chodakiewicz identified
and defined in the following terms: (1) robbing the civilian population of their fowtl possessions with the aim of
depriving them of a normal livelihood and causing them to flee their stripped villages to join the Communist partisans
in the forests; and (2) radicalizing the civilian population by provoking the Germans to employ tesard tbin
retaliation for low level assaults carried out by the Communists against German personnel and interests for this very
purpose. For a discussion of this topic see Chodakiewiame oblicze GIAL i PPR,vol. 1 (1997), 1B36;
ChodakiewiczNarodove Si § y 6988; am Choéakiewicz, y d z i i P1695,41diy 8, 32H34.80ther
historians have drawn the distinction between the goals of Soviet arBlon@et resistance movements in somewhat
different terms, which are not incomapatible witk fbregoing.

Consequently, some resistance movements sought to encourage the population into supporting them,

rather than coerce it. This was a common characteristic among resistance movements in Western

Europe, in the Czech lands and in Poland. Acaveste cr et ar myo6 approach to resistan

kinds of actions that were less likely to provoke fearsome Axis retaliation. Such resistance

movements favoured this approach partly because they feared that particularly ferocious retaliation

from the occpiers might seriously disrupt the sabotage, intelligegatbering and other important

activities in which they were engaged. Yet it was also because they feared what such ferocity might

do to the population in whose name they were ostensibly
Soviet partisans, in particular, very often presented a considerably different picture. As the

instruments of a ruthless regime, they were far from averse to brutally coercing the population into

aiding them. They operated in large areas often veryirden their own regions of origin, amid

communities with whom they felt no particular affinity. Their callous, sometimes murderous

treatment of civilians also reflected the often chronic state of discipline within their own units.

See Philip Cooke and BeH. Shepherd, edsEuropean Resistance in the Second World \(Barnsley, South
Yorkshire: Praetorian Press/Pen & Sword, 2018},09 Recent research in the Soviet archives has corroborated this
stark portrayal of the Soviet partisans. In his b&k a | Gomn@asdos: Ukrainian Partisans on the Eastern Front
(London andNew York |.B. Tauris, 2016) Alexander Gogurpresents copious evidence thiag tNazi atrocitiesn
Ukraine were oftenmatched by partisan brutalityuch asthe indiscriminate use of scorchedrth tactics, the
destruction of their own villages, partisganerated Nazi reprisals against civilians, and the daily incidents of robbery,
drunkenness, rape and bloody internal conflicts that were reported to be widespogayithe partisans. He shothat

all these practices were not a product of the culture of warfare nor a spontgmepusp | e 6 ®to thewrpmitting e
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independent Polish underground in the area. In fact, the Soviets would not even tolerate the existence of
Polish uiits within the Soviet partisan structures. The various secret directives issued by the Soviet
leadership thus show that Polish fears were not based on paranoia or blind hatred of foreigners on their soil,
as some commentators argue, but grounded in al bealtyd one the Poles had experienced on a daily
basis since the Soviet invasion of Poland on September 17, 1939. Their suspicion and mistrust of the
Soviets was therefore fully justified and spilled over naturally to the Soviet partisan forces aatidiseir
Behindthe-scenes collaboration between the Gestapo and the NKVD was nothing new and had started
we l | before the war. These two agencies established ¢
together plotted the dismemberment afldhd®*’ which was formally sanctioned under the terms of a
Secret Supplementary Protocol to the Ger8aniet Frontier and Friendship Treaty of September 28,
1939. Contacts between the two organizations intensified and meetings were called to disclesst bmw b
combat Polish resistance and eradicate Polish national existence. A joint instructional centre for officers of
the NKVD and the Gestapo was opened at Zakopane in December 1939. Nor did the Soviets did not shun
cooperation with the Gestapo, whentited their purpose, after being turned on by their erstwhile Nazi
allies. By the end of 1941, the Soviets were parachuting @gentsc h as Pawed (Pinkus) Fir
appointed First Secretary of the Somieb nt r ol | ed Pol i sh Wow (Selomen) Party,
Kurlandd into Germaroccupied Poland to destabilize the Home Army. One way of doing this was by
denouncing Home Army members to the NdXS’he Communist underground infiltrated the archives of
the Warsaw office of thelelegate of thd?olish goernment in exile and turned over secret files to the
Gestapo. In February 1942, together with operatives from the Communist underdgheuGestapoaided
the del egateds premises seizing more thanteedozen pec
were shared bythe Gestapo and Communist undergrotifidlhe zealousness ofro-Soviet operatives

knew no bounddn Febrauryl944, a Communist agent betrayeédo rival undergrouncrinting houssin

brutality of Nazi rule but a specific feature of Stalinds
B'Romual d Skorowski , fi Pkool rmucninE@c:Mmrs@uN)J Odtober 22, 26 anc Wovémber 5,
2005.

138 piotrowski,Po |l and6s 16831 0od;a uRd g ¢ zAymiasKkajowaem dokanhentach 1938945, vol. 3:

261 62; Chodakiewicz,Tajne oblicze GIAL i PPR,v o | . 3 (1999), s26bk (éeébbawskiw); AnGwar
LudowaEmcyikn opedi a @R&bonx @oiskid WyBdwaiam® Encyklopedyczne, 2002), vol. 7, 190;
Gontarczyk,Polska Partia Robotnicza206 207, 209214, 343, 3778 O ; ASpod czerwohnej gwi azdy:
komunistycznymZ Piot r em Gont arczyki em, Mariuszem Krzystofi Gskim i
Pol &Bk,ud et yn | nstyt utas. 3B @arictipril 2006p 1921 See alfo, Kazimierz Krajewski

and Tomasz 6GaZwyszawslkid, resoet bedpidc dboEs(\Wapasr hdyditd

Pami fici Narodowej , 2005). These activities were so blatant
decl ar ed: iwWe thought about the fact t hongtheoGemans,wiEs an or ga
we were murdering Poles and Jews. But we were told that the battle with the reactionary forces [Home Army] and

National Armed Forces [NSZ] was more important than the battle with the Gérriamiswas the surreptitious view

ofthe[Caonmuni st ] Pol i sh Wor ker Fafme dbleze GWL iPPRY@.8:5€hodaki ewi ¢z,

139 Gontarczyk,Polska Partia Robotnicz&®78 83. The Commission for the Investigation of Crimes against the Polish
Nation of Pol and®ds | nseisdurentlg investigatiNgathis nmattea (Warddw sygnatira aktrnSc
48/01/Zn).
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Warsaw**’ Yet when the citizens of Warsaw rose upiagathe German occupiers in August 1844

something Soviet propaganda had urged them tthddSoviet Army, who had reached the suburb of Praga

across the Vistula River, refused pleas for helpsasie 150000 Poles perished during the-68y

onslaught. Thie local proxiedt he Pol i sh Wor ker sé Pdlaid plansalasdett he Pe op
prematur e) to eliminate the | eadership and HAuncoope
help!*' Characteristically, German Communists were the most privileged gobypisoners in Nazi

concentration camps and were notorious for collaborating with the camp autH8filiais long tradition

of collaboration survived the defeat of Nazi Germany. It was not out of keeping that Heinrich Kassner (Jan
Kaszubowski), a formetestapo agent who had infiltrated the Home Army in Pomerania, became an

NKVD agent and joined the security office after the Warthat I1zydor Reisler (Jerzy Sawicki) sat on the
Lawyerbés Coumcd¢ upiiend Slow-ive,t wher e herspteen beecameted i ts
Gestapo agent in the Lw-w ghetto, and finally emerge

and Supreme Court in Stalinist Poland, where he oversaw the prosecution of war ciifnioalthat

Danek Redlich followed the same path, successively, a Bolshevik agent in Sewiet c upi ed Lw- w, a
Gestapo agent in Germanc cupi ed Kr ak: - w, where he denounced Stani
prominent Jewish family (his father, Ra fy)lawhileTaubensch

on a mission for the Polish underground, and as an employee of the security office in Stalinist*Poland.

) eszek tebrowski, iSzczerzy komuni Sci 11 UbGaketa Paskan o s i | : zZ
(Warsaw), February 2, 1995; Chodakiewitajne oblicze GIAL i PPR,vol. 2, 197 (the SovieGestapo connection is

documented at pp. 198 2 2 ) ; Leszek tebrowski, fiDzi agal noSi tzw. band
podzi emi a ni epodl eggoi$§8u4@dweégoi nw Rbma a Shite blidzd ,systeent al .,
komun st ycznego: (UWNa¥rs-adve  Togvea&d zyst wo i m. Stani sgawa ze Skal
Gontarczyk, Polska Partia Robotnicza205 6 . See also Janusz Marszal ec, iPomygKk:
rzekomego zadenuncjowania przez wywiad Armii Ludowew d a s n e j drukarni przy ul. Gr zyboc
lutym 1944 r.,0 in BgaUe|j Brzost ek, Jerzy Eisler, Dar i us:
Ni epi Akny WMairslawXX I nstytut Hi storii P o | Nakodosv§j Korhigjaa d e mi i Nau

S§cigania Zbrodni przeci wk ®9 4N areonddo wR i odPRd mkg keamar, & 2y0kl )i a clBelj
Jeszcze raz o wpadce komunistycznej drukarni przy ulicy Grzybows#egzyty Historyczne WAl forthcoming.

“Ipavies,Ris i n g 318 WAChodakiewiczTajne oblicze GLAI i PPR vol. 2, 24451.

“2This is the assessment of Il nsa Eschebach, museum directo
Communists were the most fr equ erm staffedswihrfesnaleopiisortets Riredcwatmp 6 s br o't
false promises of freedom. See Piotr Zychowiczi Pi nt naSci e minut w bloku 24: Domy p

Rzeczpospolit@Narsaw), July 21, 2007.
Wgszcze pan Surdy, iProst o wNaezdzignnikM&ah 474 20@4nRokuald SkorowsKi, i inni, ¢
APol acy, Kaszubi ,0G dwarsawy, Odtobek 2259 mrid $lovember 5, 2005. These articles are

based on Agnieszka Pryczkowska @daagnaAl OoganiPzrayccjizak oWe ks e w

KaszubskiGr yf Pomor ski 0: Geneza. Obsada peowwjemeal na w kierowni ct
MiZpigniew MBywmiOyIEskef, $wiat Jo: Za ile56Third revised editerz(ponderk i i par t i
Polska Fundacja Kulturalna, 1986), 138, 238 owni k biograficzny dzi agSeemmdy pol ski ecg
revisedandexpaghed edi ti on ( War saw: Ksi NUka i Wiedza, 1993), vol

“Sstanis gaw TaubenschTosBg a Jewd in &dccliped Poland: WCrasow,PAdsghwitz, Buchenwald

(OSwincim: Frapr7.Books, 1998), 49
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From the outset, the Soviet partisans operating in northeastern Poland, especially those with direct links to
the NKVD, had as their tasthe undermining and destruction of the f@ommunist underground in that
area. To accomplish this they resorted to passing on to the Germans lists of members of the Polish
underground and engaged in other forms of belliesscenes collaboration with thee&apo, German
gendarmerie and local polit€A special unit of the Kirov Brigade ope
as a Belorussian sdifiefence organization, provided to the Gebietskommissar in Lida a list of 33 Home
Army members in the fall of 1943 heir aim was twofold: to denounce Polish activists and to incite
animosity between Poles and BelorussidhSoviet partisans in northeastern Poland proved not to be an
ally in the fight against the Germans, but an enemy whose real and increasinghaiovesas the
destruction of the Polish independentist underground and the renewed takeover of these lands.
This reality was not lost on those who, for whatever reason and sometimes for want of any other option,
aligned themselves with the Soviets. Indestny Jewd former Polish citizens who had witnessed the
wholesale destruction of Jewish communal life and institutions during the first Soviet occupation of Eastern
Poland in 193019415 became intensely loyal to the Soviet Union, even if they were nobrmedhg
committed to the Communist ideology. Tuvia Bielski, for example, vividly recalled a speech he delivered
to Jewish partisans as commander of the Zhukov wunit:

know that our Motherland requires thae struggle together against the Gerdiaa s ¢ i s t'*®

Thaye my . O
should not, therefore, feign surprise that they found themselves on a collision course with the Polish

popul ation and its underground authorile.i es who remai-r

The Spiral Begins

Already in mid 1942, Soviet partisans were sporadically murdering members of the Polish elite,
including the landed gentry and intelligentsia. The scale of these murders grew to include Home Army
delegates sent to meet with thevigts as well as hundreds of family members of Home Army men and

146

Zygmunt Boradykn,. fhretcyakonws wydziagy i wy wi ad baranowic
sowi eckiej,o0o inZBogusiawNRKMDakha ebszarze wojew-dztw wschod
(Koszalin: Wy Us z a Szkoga I nOyni er s Marketingu, Kaiesira aNaikn i e , I nst
Humani stycznych, 1995) , 268; Boradyn, ASt osunki Ar mi i Kr aj

Boradyn, ed.Ar mi a Kr aj owa na Nowogr - did9) I1b.i See also BMmhbgoGssdoc zy Fni e (1
Ostrej Bramy241i 42; and PrawdziSzlaskiNo wo gr - d ¢ z y z nid94%y193ywaho descrikes dn@p.i®3,

Polish retaliations directed at a Communist organization working closely with the Gestapo; Adam Wkdczak,

Brygada Ar mi i Kr aj o(Byegos zOckzr:fi gTuo W rl zey@stkvwee gdi oSni k- w Wil na i
55.
“Gasztol d, AfSowietyzacja i rusyfikacja WileEGzczyzny i N o
latach 19411 94 4, 0 S$SowiSetdpHacja Kres - w Wsclhpodii7c wr2Zzde SRi ec AWB®Os p o |
148 Nirenstein,A Tower from the Enem®53. Another effusive outpouring by Bielski recorded shortly after the war

went : fiYou are not a true Bolshevik if you thinlk of me as
fight toget her .Biesse&ldsehe Matehi The Sy rolkJewish ResistéPioadelphia: The Jewish

Publication Society of America, 1947), 258.
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women** Ordinary civilians also fell victim to atrocitiesevenge actionsnd deceitful tactics at the hands
of Soviet partisans, as demonstrated by the following characteristic caselsetbbgrJewish partisans.
After escaping to the Naliboki forest, Abraham Meyer Shmulivitz joined the Stalin Brigade. The leader of
his detachment and the sergeant who was second in command were Russian POWs who had escaped from
a German prison camp. Onght in January or February 1943, they went to dynamite a railway junction
near lwie (lwje) but found it heavily guarded by Germans. The leader said he knew of a nearby Polish
farmer with two beautiful daughters and took his troop there. While the detathvaited outside the farm
house, the |l eader and sergeant spent an hour raping
another farm to wait until they could mount their attack on the junction again. They left footprints in the
snow b tworrydhechus® thabusedgirls had been warned they would be killed if they told the
Germans. One of the girls did not heed this warning and, quite understandably, reported what had
happened. Equipped with skis and white camouflage, the Germans pursyedtisan detachment, caught
up with them and killed most of them. The remnants made their way back to the partisan base where the
leader reported that a farmer had betrayed them, without disclosing why. The partisan command ordered
that the family be Wied in reprisal for betraying the partisans. And so the Soviet partisans murdered the
entire family of fcollaboratforso and burned down thei
Abother member of the Stalin Brigade, Rubin or Boris Segalowicz (later Segal), recounts higsctivit

both as part of a smaller Jewish group operdtirtgeN o w o g raredardkas part of the Stalin Brigade.

[In] 1942, when he was separated from the bigger partisan brigade and was just with a group of
fourteen [Jews]They went into a village lookinépr Germans. One of the villages said that there
were none, but the Germans were actually in hiding and ended up wounding many of the partisans.

A few weeks later, the partisans returned to the village and burned half of it

The partisans took whatevérety wanted from people wHallegedly]cooperated with the Germans
(he says they did not take anything from those who did not). They would take food, clothing,
horses, ammunition, and pigs; they took whatever they"Saw

Moshe Yudewitz (later Moris Sml), the deputy commander of the Malenkdetachmentof the
Chapayev Brigade which was active near Kobry @, in P

villagers felt when their villages were raided by Soviet partisans.

149 Examples can be found in Boradytiemeiirzeka niezgodyg8i 100, 115.

150 Allen S. (Allen Smé, formerly Abraham Meyer Shmulivitz) Holocaust Testimony (H\8B3), interviewed
December 14, 1986 and March 1, 1987, Fortunoff Video Archive for Holocaust Testimonies, Yale University Library.
15 Interview with Rubin Segal, 1996, United States Holocistmo r i a | Museum Archives. Segal o
that after the liberation they resided in lwie (Ilwje), where Rubin joined a special brigade that helped fight Poles who

were against the Soviet regime. Interview with Chaya Segal, United States HoMeaustial Museum Archives.
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The boys began theirworkkf gat hering items of needed food, and

aunt lived with her family. The woman was scared to death, when she saw three armed partisans.
Although the farmers were always afraid of the Germans, they were sometimes afra@ of th

parti sans, too. I n many <cases, é partisans didnot

demanding food or clothes, but also misbehaving sexually and abuStely.

Harold Zissman (Hersh Cukierman) belonged to a Soviet partisan unit thatdfagayth of Grodno

masquerading as the Home Army. Their plan was to rob the farmers and thereby incite them against the

Polish underground.

We would be impersonating White Poles, and to that end we were outfitted in Polish Army

uni for ms. é

| en

beh:

Eachgroupws al so to fAbombo t he © ahatis, radfhis house torc a | coll abor a

clothing and other supplies for the entire group.
I was with Sergey, Val ody a, the two | ocal Jewi sh

carrying oot webadmipiergso,nat ed Pol i sh Underground
discredit the White Poles with the farmers. From the farms, besides food and clothing, we took
naphtha, saws, and a®ethe farmers would miss these things most of°all.

One of the mostéinous episodes was thiep a c i f i ¢owart of Nalibadki, lacéted in Naliboki forest
(Puszcza Nalibocka)he fate ofinhabitants of this towncaught between the Germans and Sovists
particularly tragic. On June 9, 1942, tlialin Brigademounted asuccessful ambusbn a German
commandathat pasgd through Nalibokiwhile carrying outoperationsdirected against Jewa the area.
Nineteen German policemen and Lithuaniarand Belorussian auxiliaries were killed some of them
captured angubjected tdorture,while the Sovietsncurred no losses$n retaliation, the Germans executed
a number of townspeople and pacified some surrounding villages suspected of supporting the péisans.
Germans dispatched a large force of soldiers to Naliboki to ¢dleaarea of partisans. The Soviet partisans
attacked the German forcas Naliboki on July 24 but were repelled, suffering heavy losses€30i 35
Sovietpartisans were killed)During theclasha church andseveralother buildings were destroyéd the
town.***

Israeli historian Shalom Cholawsky, a former partisan with the Zhukov battalion, stateggtbapaof
fugitives fr om t Wwaschaigedwdthythe tatledkiing theepbliceoheadquarters during

152 Morris Sorid,0One More Miracle: The Memoirs of MorrBorid ([United States]: Jonathan Sorid, 2007), 80.

153 Harold ZissmanThe Warriors: My Life As a Jewish Soviet Partig@yracuse, New York: Syracuse University

Press, 2005 145, 149.
154 Musial, Sowjetische Partisanen 1941941,20718 ; Wa ¢ g a w yNwew {e&ckhmap r - w:  Anit8¥ k ,

Mieczyslaw Klimowicz, The Last Day of Naliboki: The Untold Story Behind the MasséBgdtimore: American
Literary Press, 2009), 1897.
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anassault on Nalibokilikely the onein July 1942 described abav@holawsky puts the following spin on

that episode:

In the partisan attack on Naliboky [Naliboki], in which the Jewish unit was given the task of taking
the police headquarters, all its members fell in battle because theyertene assistance or support

from the other units participating in the batfi2.

Other hagiographiclewi accounts, however, presesignificantly different variations on seemingly the

same assayltvhich are not consistent with Soviet and German sedrte

155 Cholawsky,The Jews of Bielorussia during World War108. See also ibid., 139. The Jewish fugitives from the

Nowogr -dek ghetto headed by the Judenrat chairman Daniel O
as alleged by Cholawsky, bthe Bielski group. See TeBefiance,177, 263. If they participated in the attack on
Naliboki, it was as part of the | atter group. Another suryv
massacre in December 1941 to join a Polistlenground group, supposedly of the Home Army, in Naliboki forest but

were disarmed and sent back to the ghetto. See Lubswape29. However, there was no such Polish underground

group in Naliboki forest at that time, and the Home Army did not yet fidmanent partisan units. This
unsubstantiated account is repeated asd ThaStdaryobeghtetl 6 wi sh hi st
Yad Vashem Studiesl. 35, no 2 (2007): 553.

¥ Accordin g to Yehoshua Yo fYerushafinl ediavaradokBvteraoriad Bopkntérnei: n El i ez er
<www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/Novogrudok/Novogrudok.html>, 354ff.; translationPaikas Navaredol(Tel Aviv:

Navaredker Relief Committee in the USA and Israel, 1963),

Isrolik from Iveniec [lwieniec] was 1§ ear s ol d. é his township was surround
village houses stood in the forests. The Germans never came there. There were no made roads in the
vicinity. The peasants were friendly toward the Jews and were hostile to the Germans, who were
amng to conquer the worl d. In the forests there were
convinced about twenty young Jews to escape from the gh
met up with the Soviet partisans.]
They were planning, together tithe Russian partisans, to attack the German police post in
Naliboki. The murderers of the Jews from the townships were stationed there and the partisans were
eager to revenge their deaths. The policemen were barricaded in the local church. The teasship
occupied by the partisans, but they could not get into the church. The partisans attacked from two
side® the Russians from one side and the Jews from the other. They were shooting at the policemen
from the trenches. Suddenly the policemen stopped isigo@s if they had run out of bullets. The
partisans were told to attack and get into the church. The Jewish boys were waiting for this. They
aimed to capture the policemen alive, capture them and ask them why they were killing local Jews,
who were in thepast their neighbours and friends. Suddenly they heard the sound of approaching
trucks, which were driven at great speed. The trucks arrived in Naliboki and the Germans started
shooting. The bullets rained down on the partisans, who left the trenchegendbout to enter the
church. They did not realise that the Russian partisans escaped from the township and had left them
behind. The policemen in the church suddenly started firing. And then the shooting stopped. The
Germans announced through a megaghon 61 ay down your arms and we wil/ no
take you back to the Novogrudok [ Nowogr : - dek] Ghettod.
would surrender. They did not believe that Ghetto Jews were able to fight. They must be frightened
and woud give up the fight. But the Jews had other ideas, though they saw death approaching. They
escaped from the Ghetto to avoid death. To go back to the Ghetto to be killed there did not make
sense. It was better to die fighting. It was better to see sonma@sie. They started to shoot at the
enemy. Some German trucks were destroyed. The Jews continued shooting. They were shooting,
were silenced and silently they died. Their enemy was manifold [sic]. The partisans ran out of
ammunition and died knowing ththey did not surrender. The story of the fight had become known
among the partisans: some twenty Jews have opposed hundreds of Germans and they did not
surrender. They fought to the lasthe fight for freedom and justice.

The Nowogr - dek smlssbardechil(Meme) €hernyads having fallen at the beginning of 1942 while
fighting German guards in the town of Naliboki. Ibid., 357ff.
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The following year, in May 1943t wasthe Soviet partisailds t upacify Naliboki. The purpose of tit
operation was to eliminate a nascent Home Army outpost in that town. Acting on German orders, the
residents had formed a seléfence group téend off marauders. Gradually, the group was transformed into
a clandestine organization with connections to the P

was that they had rebuffed overtures from the Soviet partisan command to fall it ihe surprise

Another sourcé Benl r , AiThe First Partisan from Karelitznd based on
reproduced in KowalskiAnthology on Armed Jewish Resistance, 19945,vol. 2 (1985), 588 states:

A groupof partisan Jews and ndiews, among them David Lipshitz [from Korelicze], and his friend
Moyshke Funt from Ivenitz [lwieniec] took over the towf Nalibocki [Naliboki]. Their goal was to

take over the police station. The Germans from Ivenitz were tipped off and surrounded Nalibocki.
The partisans fortified themselves in the church. They fought heroically to the last bullet, and did not
surrendeto the Germans. David Lipshitz and Moyshke Funt fell in battle.

Entries forDawid Lipszyc (David Lipshitz) of the Stalin battalion and Mosze Funt (Moyshke Funt) of the Chapaev
batttalion are found irthe website of the Partisans, Ghetto Fighters andsBeWndergroundsn Israe| Internet:
<http://www.partisans.org.

According to a 1996 interview with Rubin Segal, then a member of the Stalin Brigade known as Boris Segalowicz,
found in theUnited States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives,

Whenhejoined the group, there were aboui 86 men, 40 of whom were Jewish. The commander
was a Jew from Minslé One time they ambushed a town calialiboki. The commander called
all the Jews in the group and told them to do the best they could when they fight because if
they did well, they might be able to get more Jews to join the partisans. The Jews entered the town
first and began fighting the Germans. The other partisans did not join the fight because they got a
report that a lot of Germans were dag) from Naliboki. The other partisans left but the Jews
continued to fight. All but two of them were killed. The two who survived were taken captive. The
two men who were captured alive were cut to pieces by the Germans. BoriStdokinan])and
seven ther Jews were lucky to be alive because they had stayed behind in camp during the mission
because they had all been bitten by a lot of mosquitoes.
157 According to Kazimierz Krajewski, the foremost authority on the topic, adseédince group was created i
Naliboki in August 1942, at the urging of the Germans, in the wake of a nearby assault on German troops by Soviet
partisans, to avoid a threatened fApacificationd of this snm
was closed, the tovepeople were given a small quantity of rifles (around 22) and told to guard the town against
marauding bands and to ensure the delivery of food quotas imposed on the farmers.-défersesf group did not
engage in armed confrontations with the regulasi&@gartisans. In March and April of 1943, Major Rafail Vasilevich,
a Soviet partisan commander, met with Eugeniusz Klimowicz, the leader of thiefeglte unit and clandestine Home
Army commander. The Soviets began to exert pressure on the Polegetthigia posts and join the Soviet partisans in
the forest, but did not sway Klimowicz. Both sides reached aaggnession agreement whereby the town and the
surrounding settlements were to remain under Polish control. When thaefsgite group was sunomed to the
nearby village of NieScierowicze to fend off marauders, tw
did not question the validity of such interventions. (The Soviets also ordered the Bielski group to take food only from
specifiedvillagesd see Duffy,the Bielski Brothers112, 166.) For a somewhat different version of the history of the
selfdefence group see KlimowicZhe Last Day of Nalibokil98 212. However, the morning of May 8, 1943, a
surprise attack on Naliboki was launchiegl the Stalin Brigade, under the command of Major Vasilevich, with the
participation of the Bielski detachment. The Soviets murdered some 130 people, including three women, a teenage boy
and 10yearold child. Most of the victims were actual or presumeelmbers of the setiefence group who were
targeted for execution. The town was pilfered and a large part of it, including the church, school, and municipal
buildings, was burned to the ground. The townspeople were accused of collaboration with the Gecansses during
the assault, a visiting Belorussian policeman had fired a shot at a Soviet commissar. See Kidpevs&mi
Nowo gr ; 38%88.iSeejalso Komisja Histocyz na Pol ski ego SztalPwl 6gi wn&SggywZbo od
w drugiej wovplm3iAemiaKrmjowat5@We | Pol ski e Si gy [RdgirciohoaemnychAr mi a Kr aj
Opowi adania zebrane i opracowane prloran: Merda§,01958,p183J ochroni ar
translated into English as Poland, Home Arfilge Unseen and Silent: Adventures from the Underground Movement
Narrated by Paratroops of the Polish Home Arfnk o nd o n : Sheed and Ward, 1954) , 144,
after wopalewskiMi nGl zy Ni e mn 245 Pilgh,PBrfyaancintrikech puszcz§,35; Wacgdaw Nowi cki ,
tywe (ekdhmor - w: Antyk, 1993), passi m; Wacgaw Nowicki, AW i m
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Soviet assault on Naliboki occurred in the early morning hours of May 8, 1943. One hundred and thirty (or
128 by some counts) innocent civilians, among them women and children, were butchered in a pogrom
which lasted several hours. Someidests were killed in their beds, others were dragged out of their
homes and executed individually or in groups. Buildings were ransacked and set on fire throughout the
town.

There is no question that there were many Jews among the large SovietHataasatkedNaliboki. A
Soviet document (dated June 2, 194&jtes thatosif Shimanovich(Szymonowicz), who hailed frorine
town of Naliboki, wasto leada group of partisans from the Dzerzhinsky detachment of the Stalin Brigade
to thetown for the assat.’® Another Jewishaccound grosslyexaggerated anihaccurate(no Germans

were present in Naliboki at the tinde}ptates:

After one battle, after killing hundreds of Poles and Germans, the partisans took three Germans and

ten Poles captive. The partisatok all their ammunition and food from the village. The

commander had Boris [Rubin Segalowicz, later Segatember ofhe Stalin Brigadespeak to the

Ger mans (since he could speak Yiddish). He said to the
me . OtooKlds knife and cut one of their arms and put salt on it. The German begged Boris to Kkill

him. Eventually all the prisoners were kill&d.

What is in dispute is whether members of the Bielski group were amorggsh#dantsConfusion about
this matterwasunavoidablean the circumstance#\ number ofJewsh fugitivesfrom Naliboki had joined
the Soviet partisansamong themBoris Rubin(RubizhewsKj, 1zaak (Iltsek) Rubizhewskisrael Kesler,
losif Shimanovich (Szymonowic, Akiva or Kiva Szymonowicz (Shimanovich) Mikhail or Michel
Makhlis (Michal Mechlig, Abraham Viner (Avram Wajne), Avram Kibovich, Chaim Szlusberg
(Shlesberg) Israel ShlesbergPnina Szlusberg Szmid{Perla Shlesberg)Israel Bolotnicki, Tevel
Bolotnicki, Aizik Bunimovich, Abram Shuilovich, Leah Shmuilovich, Choina Shklut, and Chona

Pressman® However,it was not clearto the local populationvhat detachment they belonged &b any

prof. A. HSagc ckdzoenwik Katolackj Augus t 11, 1993; Zy g mu n tkartB,mo. 86d y n , ARozb
(1995): 127; PiotrowskiP o | a n d 6 s 1682 BooadyaNiesnerfi,rzeka niezgodyl00' 101; ChodakiewiczTajne

oblicze GEAL i PPR,v o | . 3, 251, 253; Gasztol d,yzZirSyowii eNgwagyf| add z yraursy
dziagalnoSci partyzant Ki944owi eickd veSjied owz,alcajtaa c Kr el1s9- 4wl Ws c h o «
Rzeczypospol itej 2pid8, 28182;vBoradgndNiernedi rzekadnB2gpdyl 00 101; Chodakiewicz,

tydzi i P1935828 ; 19E& zek tebr Edwmslik,] opNal iab R&lopa®olskien Pl a mo

Wydawnictwo Encyklopedyczne, 2003), vol. 12: P6@.

B8Musial,Sowj et i sche Par t il8laHventhougmShitmovich waflora thelarea, he got lost and
thepartisans arrived late, for which he was reprimanded by the partisan command. Some Jewish members of the Stalin
Brigade belonged to Zorindés partisan unit.

159 Interview with Rubin Segal, 1996, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Arciiveslish re@ent of
Naliboki states that a Jewish woman from the Soviet Union was among the attackers. See Klifmeniast Day of
Naliboki, 214, 217.

180 Entries for someof thesepartisars can be found in the website of the Partisans, Ghetto Fighters and Jewish
Undergroundsn Israel Internet: <http://www.partisans.orgif. See al so fAPartisans of the Bie

lists 1190 partisans by name (in the authordéds possession).

69



given time althoughmostof themeventuallypecame part of the Bielski groupome of them did takeart
on the assault on Nalibolt is understandablehereforethat the residents of the towvho survived the
massacre by hidingcould not identify them by namewhen questionedsixty years after the eventbut
simply considered them to be Bielski psains After all, theassailantslid not leave calling cards
According to Wacgaw Nowicki, who | ived through t hos
pillaging and mur ddetachmenlf! and the Bietskpartisamgvbdlatedeatblished

their base and family camp,n o wn a s ,GinJNalibakisfaaelste m

It was 4:30, perhapéve at night. | was awoken by a powerful boom. A long burst of shots from an
automatic rifle blanketed the cottage. Bullets pierced the beams throudlewarabove our beds.
A bullet lodged in the wall a few centimetres above my head. | heard screams. We barricaded
ourselves in the house, but the assailants ran further
What we saw whethe partisans left was beyond hamcomprehension. Burned down buildings.
Piles of corpses. Mostly riflshot wounds, smashed heads, lifeless eyes staring in horror. Among
those killed |I noticed a school mate. &
Jews who lived among us before the war stood out among the assailaptkn€&heperfectly
well where everyone |ived and who was who. é
This was a group of degenerate bandits, and not any partisans. Their main occupation was
robbery and murder. Often they also committed rapes. They raped one of my neighbours. Her
father, whomt hey forced to watch this at gunpoint, was tol d:
come and get married. o0 During an asGmaubjptottthery shot An

when he did not want to hand over his hor§és.

Everyonewsas in tears. The phderers did not omit a single homestead. Something was taken from
everyone. Because he resisted, they killed the father of my schoolmate and cousin, Marysia
Grygorcewicz. The fAsoldiers of Pobedad and fAJerusal emi
which they shot, flour, as well as other provisions. They wanted to live! But they took the lives of
others. They did not come to fight. &

In the space of almost two hours, 128 innocent people died, the majority of them, as eyewitnesses

later testified,at he hands of the Bi &Ffski and fiPobedad assassins.

161 For information on the Pobeda detachment of the Lenin BrigadeMsesial, Sowjetische Partisanen in
Wei Cr u63il64a nd,

2cited in Piotr Zychowi cRzeczpdsmlidgh\ea resa w) ,c i Jewnn eu 1z6b,r o0 7.0 Wa c
also recalled how, in February 1940, local Jews assisted the NKVD in identifying former state officials and military

people among the Polish residents for depnotedtimaSowwen t o t he (
report. See Musiaowj et i sche Partj28lanen in Wei CruCland

163Nowicki,t y we $8c180a ,
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Residents of Naliboki who survived the attack make it clear that the assailants did not simply target the
organizers of the local seffefence, who were few in number, but also the civilian populamnburned
down half the town in the process. Wacgaw Chil i cki
cottages. Everyone they came across along the way th
Bol esgaw Chmar a, t h:enfi Libe yy esau mmoon edd, mye gearsddertde r |, wh o
than me, out tehe porch. He came out. There was a woman among them. She raised her rifle and shot him
right in the chest. It was a dumdum bullet that ripped his entire arm off. She shrugged tagrshauined
around on her heel, and they moved on. They* robbed w
The presence of women isstrongindication that there were Jews among the assailants, since there were
very few norJewish women in the St partisan movement in this area.

Maria Chilicka (n®e Grygorcewicz) described the even

Neither my father nor our tenant nor our neighbours were organizers [of tradefgite]. They

robbed us first. They told my father to harnesshusse to his wagon and then told him to load

onto it whatever was in the granary: flour, buckwheat, lard, smoked and raw meat. While my father

was loading the wagon one of them struck him with the butt of a gun so that he would load faster.

When the wagorwas loaded they told my father to stand by the wall of the granary and they

wanted to shoot him. We started to plead with them. At this time our tenant came out of the house

so they told my father to remove his shoes. They led our tenant, Albert Farbatkathe

courtyard to the street and shot him near the gate. The bullet did not go through his forehead but

pierced his cheeks and he fell to the ground. I candt

| ran to rescue our cows because our cowstesl already on fire. Our pigsty with our pigs was

burning down completely. When | was chasing the cows into the field one of the men with a torch

went to set fire to the barn, and afterwards set fire to the granary and houses. They also killed our

neighbow and burned his property. His body was also charred because there was no one to pull him

away from his house. He left behind six children between the ages of twelve and one. The bandits

just kept dak[l Wmigt e€&ikRdlle]t heehldey edi hmdnt repanveaandyone. €
Before the selflefence group [was formed] armed intruders would enter homes in broad daylight

and take clothing as well. A female intruder told my sister to open her wardrobe and took whatever

she wanted. é ry rfot taagivg ibto thkemuherutthey wotld take what they wanted

and destroy the rest so that nothing remained. They s

why they exacted such revenge on us. Perhaps because we fed them? Our family helped to hide a

Jewf rom Mir named Kaplan. He didnét stay in our house,

they burned us down and we ourselves had nothing to ea

a dentist who used to work in our hospital, stayed with us fer¢ghr mont h s . € Once the Ger mar

came to us and demanded a bicycle and started to search our buildings. My mother was really

afraid that they would enter our house and asked himt

leave, and simply moved fromoneden of t he house to the other é When my 1

¥icited in Piotr Zy c howi ®RzeczpolpBliNaasave, Junevl6,2008.ni u zbrodni , o
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got upset and told him to leave a little more abruptly. He left right away. When the Germans left he
came and took his documents and |l eft é | f they had fou
e ght of us é

They|[the Sovietpartisany came mostly to the farmers to rob. The waevas when they came or
rat her assaulted us accompanied by women, then they pl
what she wanted, they smashed dishes, mirros bavke whatever came into their hands. Only

once did a Russian come from the forest and not take [things] himself but told us to give him clean

undergarments and food. € Not only did they rob but th
remained. They ook our horse and wagon. ¢é Every family buried
16yearol d cousin Jan Gukaszewicz in 1942 while he was wa

another of my cousins from his home on May 8, 1943 and killed him. They also kiledeno u si n 6 s

husband. They would have killed my father too had our
The Germans came during the day and carried outrounds f or | abour i n Ger many. e |

there were many Germans and the partisans were afraid of Themhid deep in the forest. They

[the partisans] were heroes [when dealing] with the defenceless population. The Germans deported

us on August 6, 1943. € They took us to camps | ike ban

the forest:®®

The headf the Soviet partisans in the Baranowicze distietsilii Chernyshewr Chernishov] Oy d dzd 2
1 O d dz'y jj stecftan] hkmown by hisnom deguerre Major General Riton*® dispatched the following
report after the assauthn Naliboki,in which he grossly exagggted the accomplishments of the Soviet
partisans

On the night o f May 8, 1943, the partisan detachment

commi ssar comr ade Lakhov), ABol shevi ko (commander
Khmel evskii), A S u keav,rcanmissan conuanerikdenkd) einder $i& command of
comrade[Pavel]Gul evi c h, the commander of the AStalind Brigad

Muratov as well as the representative of the lwieniec interregional peace, cemimeade

Vasilevich, by surprisel e st r oyed t he Ger maef ggracead sofm tolie t hmalfils et d wn
Naliboki. As a result of twanda-half hours of fighting 250 members of the sddffence [referred

to by its Belorussian nameamadkhovirsBelorosiakdMoPy a o , actually s
group were killed. We took 4 heavy machigpens, 15 light machine guns, 4 mortars, 10 automatic

pistols, 13 rifles, and more than 20,000 rounds of ammunition (for rifles), and a lot of mines and

165Correspondence from Maria Chilicka, datda&a r c h 3, 2004 and February 6, 2005 (in

reference to women partisans undoubtedly refers to Jewish women since there were veryJewistomwomen in the
Soviet partisan movement in this area.

168 vasilii Chernyshev (or Cherngev), a Communist Partgpparatchik was nominated the leader of the Soviet
partisans in the Baranowicze district by General Panteleimon Ponomarenko, the first secretary of the Communist Party
of Belorussia and later chief of general staff of the partreamement in Western Belarus. Neither Chernyshev nor
Ponomarenko had a military background prior to their appointments to those positions. Chernyshov adopted¢he
guerreof Major General Platon, a military rank he never actually held.
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grenades. We burned down the electrical statiawnsll, barracks, and county office. We took 100
cows and 78 horses. é

| order the leaders of the brigade and partisan detachments to present those distinguished in this
battle for state awards.

In this battle our units lost six dead and six woundRrdise to our brave partiséngatriots of
the Fatherland®’

Later Soviet reports about the assault on Naliboki added further embellishments. In fact, there was no
German garrison in Naliboki and the local sedffencegrouphad 26 rifles and two light mhine guns-®
Pol andds I nstitute of National Remembrance arrived a

an investigation into these events:

Despite a concluded agreeméoit mutual cooperation]in the early morning of May 8, 1943 the
Soviet partisans attacked [the town of] Naliboki. They pulled out of houses men who were actual
members of the selfefence as well as those who were suspected of belonging to that formation,
and shot them near their homes individually or in groups of sesesldozen or more. A portion

of the buildings was set on fire and practically everything was taken from the &atle#sng,

boots, foo@ and from the farn® horses and cattle. Th¢the Soviet partisansjlso burned down

the church, along with the parishcords, school, county seat, post office, and coach house. The

attack lasted two to three hours. In total 128 people were killed, mostly men, but the victims also

167

This report fom May 10, ® 4 3 i s reproduced, in Pol i sh transl ation, i
Wil e@EGzczyzny i Nowogr-dczyzny w dzi'|'h@za4,na‘néﬁnmiet3&m:j@d)@,zantki
Kres-w Wschodnich 11 R z e ¢ 281i82. See aldo Baraay\iepedirzekd niesgod388.Sni a 1939,

The local Home Army commander, Eugeniusz Klimowicz, was charged with various crimes in Stalinist Poland
directed-Nazi AiEasmi sl s, 0 among them with tthtealbeforeader of Sov
military tribunal in Warsaw in October 1951 and sentenced to death. His death sentence was commuted to life
imprisonment. In 1957, after the death of Stalin, his conviction was overturned and the proceeding against him was

eventually disontinued for lack of evidence. Klimowicz described the events leading up to the pacification of Naliboki

in a petition for clemency, dated May 30, 1956, forwarded to the head of the Supreme Military Tribunal. See letter to:

Ob . Prezesa Naj jskpwegozweWaoszaBie\l dygnatvkéo Akt Sr 749/51. In his petition, Klimowicz

mentions that Jews detained in Naliboki were all released unharmed after brief interrogations, including one Chaja
Szymonowicz, who had denounced Klimowicz during the Soviet ocarpakhe reality was that any Polish partisan

suspected of conspiring against or engaging in armed confrontation with Soviet partisans during the German

occupation was branded a Nazi collaborator in the postwar Stalinist period and libel to put on tsiahtanded to

death or a long term of imprisonment for that reason alone. See, for example, Borod8exiczs t a Wi | e Eska Br yg:
AK, 104 n.7, 194 n.6, 200, 260.

Kl'i mowi cz6s testimony about the c¢onduc byothérwisessee Al oc al Jew
rabble of preSovi et Jews and Belorussians came to arrest the Cat
September 1939, intending either to hand him over to the Soviet authorities or to possibly lynch him (as had been done
in other localities). A large gathering of parishioners foiled these plans, allowing Rev. Bajko to escape before the
arrival of the NKVD. See WierzbickRolacyi Bi agorusini vit15z Vahierothie Germanoinvadedcthe i m,

Soviet Union in June 1941, reportedly an unnamed priest, who allegedly was known as a notorSamitati

intervened on behalf of Jews in Naliboki who were beset by local bands. $tavEky, The Jews of Bielorussia

during World War 11,272. Rev. Bajko assisted Jews in other ways during the German occupation and he and his vicar,

Rev. J.-zef Baradyn, were |l ocked in a barn angartBamsz ned al i ve
SeeWa c § aw Z a j NantyzslofoChesitlgRart One (Washington, D.C.: St. Maximilian Kolbe Foundation, 1987),

Entry 378.

168 Boradyn,Niemeiirzeka niezgody89.
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included three women, a teenage boy, and ayéarold child. Those killed were buried ineh

local cemetery. Some members of the-defience, who were taken by surprise by the attack,

attempted to fight and killed a few Soviet partisans, but seeing no chance of success withdrew into

the forest. It must bespeciallyundescoredthat the vast njarity of the victims were killedn

executiors,deliberatelyland wi t h premedi tation, and not by accident.

Soviet partisans from the Second Concentration of the lwieniec zone, commanded by Grigorii
Sidoruk hom de guerr&se ner al ] fi Du b im the regiow ef the Nahboki forese That
concentration formed part of the Baranowicze Partisan Concentration.

Soviet partisans from the following detachments took part in the assault on Naliboki:
AiDzerzhinskii, o fABol sheviykPauwl Galevidh, theScammanderwf, 06 commanded
the Stalin Brigade, and Major Rafail Vasilevich. Jewish partisans from the unit commanded by
Tuvia Bielski were among the assailatfts.

Oddly, these exploits armissing fromtestimoniesof the Bielski group and acadernt and poplar

writings about tem'”® The only Jewish accounts thaiay describe these eventas there was no other

%9 The Naliboki massacre is under investigation by the Commission for the Prosecution of @aines the Polish

Nation of the Institute of National Remembr ance. Anna Gag
Regi onal Commi ssion in G-d¥, i ssued summary reports of the
titted respet i vel vy, Al edztwo w sprawie zbrodni popedgnionych prz
Krajowej i ludnoSci cywil nej na terenie powiat-w Stogpce |

Sl edzt wach w sprawach a ZKhornd durciheac lw. ONaThéos&kaahports ar e
<http:/www.ipn.gov.pl>. The quotation in the text is taken from the more recent of these reports. See also Anna
Surowi ec, iPot r zNasznDziensil a Bwiaagk @i, e 2®02; Sl n1osmgtuauo Pdmi &

NarodoweiKomi sj a $cigania Zbrodni przeci wk o i3\0arcozdeorww c aP 02 0sCk4i ermu,
War saw, January 2005 (G-d¥ sygnatura akt S 17/01/Zk) ; Ooddz
Pol skiedcdmi w fGKomuni kat dot . Sl edztwa w sprawie zbrodni po

latach 19421 944 na terenie bygego wojew-dztwa nowogr- -dzkiego, 0 .
from their original position that partisans from tB&lski group participated in the assault). According to a recent

statement by a spokesperson for the Institute of National Memory, the surviving villagers could not identify the

assailants by name, nor were there any archival documents that the Bietskigp t ook part . See PAP, il
nt . Zbrodni w Nal i iSazkta Wyborazauly 14a2009. OB ithe dtherkhand, fourralists from that

same paper reported that members of the Bielski group did take part in the assault on NalipfokieSample, Jacek

Szczerba, iNazywam s iGazet8 Wybbrezdlanuary 222009 .eTheBrio® tecehkt updaie of the

Institute of National Remembrance investigation, however, confirms that Jewish partisans did take part in the massacre

andthat some of them are known by name.Setd zi agowa Komi sja $cigania Zbrodni prz
w Godiedztwo w sprawie zbrodni popegnionych przez partyzal
l udnoSci cywilnej n8tofepceni e, 0 VoDjeocheynmone r Ietnet: 20009,

<http://www.ipn.gov.pl/portal.php?serwis=pl&dzial=742&id=11583&search=39074>.
170 According to information from former Sovidewish partisans, it was widely held that the Bielski group took part in

the masacre. See Jacek Hugpa d e r , fiA rewolucja to pGazewmdMyboroza miagasym byl prz
Gazety(Warsaw), November 15, 1996. Recently, however, Nechama Tec has dismissed allegations connecting the
partisans to the massalchegati dinotashéiesid, Thwnderl ine the
and the distortion of history.d Robert Bielski, -Tuvia Bi el
Polish venom: AfThe Biel saf sdowvér eBunbteven Nial i bbkiveia Maye,
128 people are in no way close to the millions of people that the Polish people herded towards the Germans so they

could be extinguished. | bel i ev e thé Rolésarejsloughing aff theimowis i st ent P
crimes of being an enemy of the Jews during World War [11.0
t o Ma s Roevard (Blewdrork) August 7, 2008, reprinted unDepictedinhe headi ng
New Holl ywood Movi e Hsaenzgeguse 10s2008.rOn tHeeatherdan@®, dvi Bielski, the son of

Zus (zZizel) Bi el ski, Tuvi ads bot her , confided: AiThe Biels
example not tok i | | Jews. é these guys were Vvicious KewisH ers when
Resistance during the Holocaust: Moral Uses of Violence and (Waluindmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire and New
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comparable massacre in that ar¢adugh in manner that is almost beyond recognition, are those of Sulia
and Boris Rubin (Rubizhewski). TRubi ns c¢cl ai m that it was Boris Rubinbd
Israel Keslerwho actually mastermindedn assaultsimilar in scope to that of Nalibokan an unnamed

locality in rather bizarre circumstancE$K e s | e r éhad bepiincorpgrated intf uvi a Bi el ski 6s mu

York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004), 10. At the time, Bielski group (consisting of some 400 Jews, including about 100

fighters) had their camps in the forests near the village:
and nort hwest of the town of N o w kig Howeler,khe armdd onert, whiet0 ki | o me't
were organized into fighting squads of eight to ten men each and included a cavalry reconnaissance team, were
mobilized for various military tasks as requir®bd by the So
Kalinin Partisan Detachment, o fAJewish Unit sradivashemhe Sovi et
Studiesyol. 23 (1993): 40d5; Tec,Defiance,104; Duffy, The Bielski Brothersl48 49. Tellingly, over the years, no

one has come forwardthi sput e Boris Rubinds claim of participating in

which was aired in the documentary filthe Bielsky Brothers: The Unknown Partisahgady in 1993. This massacre
has thus been effectively appropriated iy Bielski partisans.

"suylia Wolozhinski Rubi n, who was Boris Rubinds mistress
events in a memoir which she began to write in the 1960s:
which escaping Jews would have to pass on the way to the forest, or partisans would pass on the way from the woods.

These villagers would signal with bells and beat copper pots to alert other villages around. Peasants would run out with

axes, sickled anythingthat could kilb and would slaughter everybody and then divide among themselves whatever

the unfortunate had had. Borisdé [Rubizhewski] group decide
the village and lay in ambush on all the roaeon enough signaling began and the peasants ran out with their
weapons to kill the 6l ousy Jews6. Well, the barrage starte
for three days and more than 130 bodies buried. Never again were Jews orpaans ki |l |l ed on those roa
Wolozhinski Rubin Against the Tide: The Story of an Unknown Parti€rusalem: Posner & Sons, 1980), 1126

Sulia Rubinés account is replete with | apsplasname;date,t ai ns obyv

chronology, etc.), which is surprising given that her husband, Boris Rubin, hails from Naliboki and would thus have

taken part in the massacre of his former neighbours. The reason she gives for the assault is also highly dubious, since

there would have been no compelling reason for anyone to have to pass through the isolated town of Naliboki, other

than to forage. Moreover, as Soviet sources make quite clear, the decision to launch the assault on Naliboki was not

Boris Rubi nsélserobrs,| sbruatelwakse ent i rely in the hands of the Sov
Sulia Rubin gives a markedly different version of those events in the documentaihélmielsky Brothers: The

Unknown Partisansproduced by David Herman (Soma Productions, 19@&swued in 1996 by Films for the

Humanities & Sciences). Interviewed with her husband Boris Rubin by her side, she then claimed that the assault on

Naliboki was carried out by her husband after he had learned about the alleged gruesome fate of hithtatiends

of the villagers: fAHi s father Shlomko é was crucified on a
€ 130 people they buried that day. o0 Curiously, Sulia Rubi
publishedm 1980, she maintained that Borisbdés father, Sol omon R
|l iquidated the ghetto in Dworzec, where the Jews from Nali
were chased to the ghetto where theNas ki | | ed Sol omon Rubi zhewdAgainstthend hi s son
Tide, 123 24. What this documentary film does inadvertently underscore, however, is the true source of the conflict

with the local population. As one of the Jewish partisans ¢intee wed i n the film) put it, AThe
feeding so many people. Groups of 10 to 12 partisans used to go out for a march of 80 to 90 kilmhetnes,

vill ages, and bring food to the part evwskbrahers weiiehgaged Rubi nd s

in forays in the countryside quite frequently. See Ruhgginst the Tidel11i 20, 136 37, 143. Soviet reports refer to
a partisan from the Bielski group by the name of Itsek RubezhévBké r i s ( Rubi n) Rubeidafae wski 6s ol
rapacious plunderer who was caught repeatedly in the act. In response to such activities, the leader of the Frunze
Brigade issued a warning that anyone caught robbing in Soviet partisan territory would be executed on the spot. See
Boradyn,Niemeiirzeka niezgodyg5i 86.

In an interview videotaped for the Shoah Foundation Institute for Visual History and Education, University of
Southern California, Los Angeles, Interviemsde 5800, George Rubin (born Boruch Rubizhewski, later known as
Boris) provided more details about these events. Apparently, the events took place in a small villdage Abatel
(Zdzinciodg?) concentration (labour?) camp. The Ger mans had
camp and killed everyone else. The Jewish partisaam to the village to get ammunition. The person they were
meet with raraway and told other villagers about the partisari® wereable to avoid capture Hyiding in the forest.
The figoyim blew the horno (senthre@arfouvainl |aalgaersm)t oa nfidC agtacthh etr hee
The partisans laid in wait andtlthe villagers get close and then opened fire on therthe end, 130 villagers were
killed and were buried on top of one another. It took the partisans two days to bury everyone. The partisans used all
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larger forest groupround December 1942 and al so i ncluded Borisdés brother
Both the Rubin brothers and Israel Kesler (about whom there is more in Part Three) were natives of
Naliboki.'”? Therefore, their articipationin the assault on Naliboki would be consistent with Polish
eyewitness accountghich mention Jewish residents of Nalibadnong the assailants

Ironically, a few months after the Naliboki massacre, from July 13 to August 8, 1943, asparassive
anti-partisan sweep known as Operation Hermann, some 60,000 German troops, with the assistance of

various auxiliary forces (Lithuanian, Latvian, and Ukrainian) and the Belorussian police, rounded up the

their ammunition during this attackeemingly, tté a | | took place under Keslerds | ead:
Bielski group.Afterwards people were scared of the partisans; they were able to walk around whenever they

wanted without fear of being reported to authoritiRabin mentions thahis father was executedn a concentration

camp and does not allege that he was put to death by villagers like his wife does in the earlier documentary film. This

latest testimony is as baffling as the earlier versions. There is no independent informatibsualh a largecale

murder in the area (apart from Naliboki), and Deamnhe i s ment
Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, 93815 vol. 2, Part B, 130iP. Besides, why would Jewish partisans spend

two days burying 130 villagers whom they had just murdered, thereby exposing themselves to more attacks or being

denounced to the German authorities?

Sulia Wolozhinski came fromawedlb-d o f ami |y in Nowogr - -dek; her rative,t her was a
and much sought after, contracts from the Polish army. Nechama Tec describes some episodes from the courting of
Sulia Wolozhinski: #@ABoris Rubierzewicki [ sic], a brave par
choi ce. was inRrested. As proof of his intentions, he presented her with a fur coat, confiscated during a
mi ssion [i.e., a raid on a village]. Sulia notes that afte
got a pair of boots. | had a fud 6 S ®esiliemoe end Courag816 17; Tec,Defiance, 1 6 1 ( Bori sds sur name
given as Rubierzewski). As for the alleged hostility of the local population, Sulia Wolozhinski mentions that, when she
fell sick, she was sheltered by villagers in neaKigciszcze for three weeks until she recovered her strength:

AKI eti shtche [ Kleciszczel] was a planlessly scattered, mu d c
wooden and primitive, but as clean as possible and the local peasants wepeegaogd | e . 0 A§ams thkTudb,i n ,

134 35. A Polish source indicates that when the Jewish residents of Naliboki weretsethedsermans and confined

in the ghetto in RubieUewicze, villagers fr dmaWbad i boki bro
That Never Healed Ki dder mi nster, Worcestershire: n.p., 1999), 123
followed his commissar to Lida, where he obtained a position in the militia along with other Jewish partisans. These
positions kept them out of the army and saved them from be
of cadr e soad. Although bhe usedahe knowledge she acquired in her position to help fellow Jews, the couple

was betrayed to the NKVD by a Jew when they decided to leave for Poland illegally. Once they finally arrived in the

United States and settled in the Bronme fRubins would often find a swastika chalked on their door or mail box and

their Americarborn daughter was terrorized by a young-&dinitic ruffian. See Rubimgainst the Tidel67, 171,

174, 18182, 184, 220, 230.

172 Boris Rubin was one of several ew f r om Nal i b ok i who joined Keslerés smalll
solely with robbing farmers in the area. This group was in
or perhaps in early 1943, and soon grew to about 50 membegsmiEigtained a separate camp and enjoyed a measure

of autonomy. By the fall of 1943, their number grew to about 150 members and Tuvia Bielski did not appear to
exercise any real control over them. Ke th¢ Beaskigrougp.Seeup was no
Tec,Defiance,76, 112, 123, 1289, 178 79; Duffy, The Bielski Brothersl83 85, 187, 206; Rubimgainst the Tide,

126127, 133, 13P41; Musia, Sowj et i sche Par t i, 2@l €ltsek Rubezhéieskii)C 208, @2L4a n d

(Kesler))As described | ater, a few of members of Kesl erdés grou|
plundering by Polish partisans, but released on Sulia Rubi
Rubizhewski brothers and SuNdo | oz hi ns ki returned t o Bgaiesttlseklidél424dmai n group.
Kesler denounced Tuvia Bielski to General Dubov for financial mismanagement (misappropriation of gold, jewelry and

money) and asked for permission to form a separate ae¢ath\When Tuvia Bielski found out about this, he arrested

Kesler and then executed him. Afterwards he denounced Kesl
Kesler was reportedly a thief and arsonist and ran a brothel in Naliboki befaveatme. Af t er Hi tl er 6s att ac
the summer of 1941, he allegedly denounced Communists, including Jewish party activists, to the Nazis. See Tec,
Defiance, 179 80, 182 84; Duffy, The Bielski Brothers235 37, 243 45; Rubin, Against the Tide158; Musal,

Sowj eti sche Par t i283bn2é4testinmony\WkEst€a Go@dejska,dlated August 9, 1945, Archive of

the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw), no. 301/568.
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population of scores of villages withinl&-kilometre radius of Naliboki forest suspected of supporting the
partisans and burned down their homesteads. In total, 60 villages were razed and more than 20,000
villagers were deported to the Reich for slave labour. Hundreds of partisamsoamd 5,00 villagers

were killed as a result of this operatidR A number of Catholic priests were executsul suspicion of

aiding partisans and Jews: Rev. J-zef Baj ko and Rev.
Derewno ¢r Derewna), Rev. Leopold AWih and Rev. Kazi mi erZan®Ryathergt ows ki
Achilles (J-zef Puchaga) and FahtsbpenatiorHevividiarecallédKk ar o | St |

by Tuvia Bielski and other Jewish partisans.

One night | sent Akia [Shimanovich]andseveal othersto the village of Kletishia [Kleciszcze]
thinking they might be able to get a litleod. When they nearethe village they clearly saw
severalGermanmilitary units. The village wasblazewith thebright heatights of militarycars

Akiva returned empthanced, but thenewshe broughtwas importantLater, the farmers told us
thatthat night there were thousamafsGermansintatvi | | age. &

The news came back to ubat the Germans had gatheremjetherall the farmersin the
neighbahood ofthe village of Kletishta, hadtaken thento safety in cars, and then hadtthe
village afire. The farmers werénally taken to Germanyonly a few dozerescapd. The attlethat
t he Ger ma make withothemn,dhg €hot any left behind wre lost, of course, in the fire.
Thus the Germans burned to the groundilliges and hundreds of fahouses and estates.

173Boradyn, AStosunki Ar mi i Kraj owej z inBaradyny edaAmnisk N s owi e c k
Kraj owa na Nowogr - dczy #1948 112; BavadinaNEseni zeky hiezgody, 130319 4 1

Krajewski, N a Zi emi N o 44o ¢05410;z BeangeGollaboration in the Holocaust, 131 33. Other

fipaci fi cat i onhedermams ania engssive sctle i this part of Poland are described in Krdj&awski,

Zi emi Nowolg§45 dzMaeja WardzyEska, AiRadzi ecki ruch partyzan

Komi sari aciPeanmBifid gadr uSspir,aowi e d | jiKewisf Badania Zbrodnieprzgciwko Glgrodami e

Polskiemiill nst yt utu Pamo B89(i996N4B @.d oWajdzy Eka points out that the
would flee the area leaving the defenceless local population to fend for itself. The Gerrpatrsfeer heinous crimes

against the local population during these operations, such as herding villagers into barns and setting them on fire (for
exampl e, in Gapice). The German forces were assisted in t
consisting of 19 Schutzmannschaften. Of these, 17 were assigned to the SS and Police Leader for Belorussia in Minsk.
Four were Lithuanian, two Latvian, three Belorussian, seven Ukrainian, addSo8e uni t & domsistedrof n a o
2,000 Russians and Ukramn s . See Frank Buscher, Al nvestigating Nazi
Lessons, 0 posted on the | nt er n-edn/buscherhtmehThe le bHf/thelovak b . mi |
Belorussian order police, which included some Poles iraitks, was for the most part passive. According to German

sources, some 345,000 civilians are reckoned to have died as a result of punitive operations directed against the civilian
population of Belorussia, which included prewar Polish territories, togetit perhaps 30,000 partisans. See

Christian GerlachKalkulierte Morde: Die deutsche Wirtschafts nd Ver ni chtungspolitik in Wei:
1944 (Hamburg: Hamburger Edition, 1999), 884ff. According to Polish sourcesJewish losses, both Bel@sians

and Pol es, in the territory of interwar P o | aiR@d0,000h at became
including some 7080,000 civilian victims of amp ar t i san war f ar e. R&pesje némieckiggnar z Hr yci u
Kresach Il Rzeczyospolitej 19411944,Pa mi il i S pno.d2vR088):194, 960 S |

"Mieczysgaw Suwaga, noBoUe, coS Polskino UdzPagzaapeNahi wo:
woj skowych w dr ugWaespw: Akademia Teolo§iiiKatalitkiejwl@8f), 386.
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The city of Naliboki wasalso consumed by fire. The intention of the Germans, as our agents
explained to ugater,wasto destroythe villagesthatwere close to the foressothat the Partisans
could notuse them as a source of food or find shelter in tHém

However,as Tuvia Bielski recallghe hardship of the villagers did not end there

One of the tall men said he could se&vomanin the distance walking arourainong therees.The

guardscaught herand sent task me whataccording to the ruleand regulationsshould be done
with her. Weinvestigated to find out what she was doifigin searchingfor my family, they ran

awayfrom Kletishtza [Kleciszcz§,0 (a border village about six kilometers away) [that had aeed

by the Germans]

She wassoaking wet| wassurethat she was a s@nd knew what she was doing; but then again it
could be that she would give us awaithout knowing she was going iThe farmers knew that
Partisans were using tHerestsfor cover and they weréorbidden to comenear themBoth the
Russian Partisarend ourselves welferced for securityeasons to kilany suspicious person, and so

it was that this woman also had to be Sfibt.

Paradoxically, Operation Hermann turned out to be a godsend for the Jewish partisans, who returned to
Naliboki forest after the operation and were now free to strip the homes of the depopulated villagies of t
contents without hindrance:

€ they could seize the food and supplies that the Ger.i
quite a bounty.
In the ruined towns the partisans found chickens, pigs, and cows ambling everywhere. They
raided beehives fohoneycombs and rooted through cellars for potatoes. They discovered
vegetables in the gardens ripe for picking and wheat in the fields ready for harvesting. Wagons,
sewing machines, cobblerds istokrsthandakhmgshiéng machin

Over the course of seve¥al days, everything was taken

For many months, the people from the Bielski camp went into those settlements, and to the ruins of
Nal i boki and Derevna [ Derewna], which were close by ¢é
From Naliboki and Derevna we brought whole parts of buildings, which could be useful to us, and

75 Barkaj, The Fighting Ghetto63 64.

178 |bid., 262. For a somewhat different, though improbable, that the woman admitted under interrogation that she had

been sent by the Germans, see Tafjance, 121, andMoshe BeirachAus dem Ghett o i minedi e W2 | der
j ¢di schen P 41945i (FFramkiuet nam Ma&Ir8 Fischer Taschenbuch, 2009), 118. (Beirach describes

participating in many raids on villages. Ibid., 1@0 According to Polish sources, a-$8arold Polish woman from

Kleciszcze named Helena Arygand her 1@/earold daughter were killed by Soviet partisans on July 15, 1943,

allegedly as German spies. In fact, she was an informant for the Home Army, which was allied with the Soviet

partisans at the time. See MusBfwjetische Partisanen 19411944,249.

177Duf'fy, The Bielski Brothers].84.
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al so complete windows, heater s, boil er s, barrels and
camp people still went out every day in carts, dug the fieldsgatell potatoes in sacks, loaded

them, and brought them to the camouflages stores, to be kept for the winter Honths.

The Kesler group, wi hid in Naliboki forest during the operation, became ever more aggressive and
fiwoul d ransack peyasawat chhoense,s af rodT heojSmlee¢RuUSSaR) partiaand e s . 0
al so used this opportunity to strike at Jewish strag
split into many small groups some Russian fighters took advantage and attacked tshey f or ced my
friend to take off his boots and made him give up his shodfliithe Jews experienced no such problems
at the hands of Polish partisafisDespite strict ordersot toraid the villagers who managed to survive
Operation Hermann, fivdrurken partisans from th&ielski f i g h ©@rdzhosikidzedetachmentled by
Kiva (Akiva) Shimanovichstrippedfour familiesof virtually all their food supplies and cowecessitating
a reprimand from the Soviet brigademmissar® A few weeks later, a grguof 18 partisanicluding the
same Shimanovich robbed a famer in Naliboki, killed his last pig, and beat up his elderly ¥fother.
Even beforehe Bielski partisansettied in Naliboki forest, therelatively small group of armed men in

their rankshadbecome known for their raids on villagerOne oftheir members wrote candidly:

The number of peoplenderBi el ski grew to 450. €& Thwilyfoolaced extraordi
needed to maintain such a large gréaggause the villages could no longerwérily supply such

large quantities of prasions Conflicts arose with local Russian partisan units as well as with main

leadership of the partisan movement, which stated quite accurately that the local population was

becoming hostile toward the partisabecause of excessive confiscation of food. Especially since

there among uthosewho abused aneventook from villagerswho were well disposefdoward the

partisans]luxury articles such as chickens, butter, and honey, despite the clear order that such

articles could only be confiscated only in distant, hostile villages located near cities and at the

services of the Belorussian poIiJcBél.

pr . Shmuel Amarant, fThe Parti s aMosogradok: The Wistoa ofiSktdtis ki , 6 i n
(London and Portland, Oregon: Vallentine Mitchell, 20@28)8.

l79|bid., 184 85. See also Te@Qefiance,12425.Est er a Gor odej ska, who was a member 0
that they had an abundance of food. See the testimony of Estera Gorodejska, dated August 9, 1945, Archive of the

Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw), no. 301/568.

180 Tec,Defiance,124.

8 1pid., 116.

182 Report to (Zus) Bielski by Captain Korobkin, commissar of the Frunze Brigao®jments of the Belorussian

Partisan Headquarters in the National Archives of the Republic of Belarus in Mindk3623, opis 1, delo 2, list 64,

referring to an incident on December 9, 1943.

B Musial,Sowj eti sche Parti28lanen in Wei CruCland,

184 Testimony of Cwi (Henryk) Issler, August 1961, Yad Vashem Archives, file 03/1786, 32. As another Bielski
partisan, Al ter Mi c h s learived, kol ratheotakéni from she pedskntsdndthe wilages from
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Onceencampedn Naliboki forest, he Bielski partisangdid not engage in any true partisan or military
activity. Themen taken for the Ordzhonikidze fighting unit had been severed off from the main body of the
Bielski group, leaving some 1P050 armed men to guard and supply the large family carhpir
problems with thevillagers Home Army,andlocal Belorussiarauthaities all stemmed from the frequent

i mi ssi ons 0-gatherimgexpeditions, thely caaried ol numerousvillages One Bielski partisan
recalls:

We carried out all kinds of missions.

The unit numbered 1,200 people, all Jews. There wes titteat and there were also few armed
men because most of the armed men were placed in OrdzhefBkidze d z h o n iukiti Tthe e 6 s ]
majority were women, older men. There were in allillB) partisans with guns. We were in the
Nalibok [Naliboki] forest whee there were many units. It was very hard to get food. Besides, we
wererdt allowed to take anything around our section. We had to go to ouplécgs, closer to the
Germans.

We went into OgrodnikjOgrodniki] (a village) one or one and a half km frolorelitz
[Korelicze]. We immediately noticed thgOrthodox] priest and the veterinarian. Our men, who
were standing outside, didrthink anything was wrong. They took wagons and loaded them up
with whatever they could. As we left with 10 wagons full, {Belorussian]police in the yard
began shooting at us. We hardly escaped alive, and we left everything there.

On the way back, we went into villages because we were ashamed to return to our unit empty
handed. We brought back a great wealth of provssigvhen we got back, we told Bielski what had
happened. He admired our heroism and was glad that we managed to get away safely.

Besides partisans, there were also White Poles in the Nalibok forest.

The Germans set up a blockade and | receiveddar tnom Bielski to go and see who was in the
area. We were always in contact with Christians who would give us news. | went out with Chaim
Kravetz and Barke Rubizhevski. We rode slowly and came to a Christian. Before entering a village,
we would stop athte first house and find out whether there were any Germans in the village. The
Christian told us that everything was quiet in the village and that there were no Germans. We went

in further and we were suddenly caught in a storm of bullets. Kited theWhite Poled®

Occasionally, the Jews in th@rdzhonikidzepartisandetachment, under the command of a Soviet

commanderand, informally, Zus Bielski, were called on for varidasksof a military natureand were

whi ch we operated.AiSetei sAH wkK d; alntds BHiT&ffedriy and | ts Destruct

B Benl r, AOn the Brink of D+ass, ediKorelisoHayeba vdutbanMsheltkehital Wal zer
yeduhit(Tel Aviv: Korelicze Societies in Israel and the U.S.A., 1973), 212ff; translatd€oeditz: The Life and

Destruction of a Jewish Communitinternet: <http://www.jewishgen.orgl/yizkor/korelicze/kor206.html#Page212>.

Benr alsodescribes how he was part of a group that was tasked by Bielski to wipe out the entire Stankevitch family of

flzvend (| beoawse the head of the family informed the Germans on Jews and paiisahsperson in our group

was assigned a task in advarscethat we each knew what we had to do. Yisrael Salanter was to kill her husband.

Michl Lubavtich was to kill his wife. | one daughter and Zalman Lubavitch, the other dadghter.
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involved in a fewconfrontations withtie Home Army The onlyii f ace t o f acweiththeonfront at
Germans that Tuvia Bielski describes in his memrslished in 1946pccurred inthe early stages of
their formation, inSeptembeiand October1942 near Naawndhgsewerk enkertakertogether
with a Soviet partisan detachment ledlbgutenant Wiktor PanchenkovThe first incident was aambush
on a truck carryingprovisionsrequisitionedin the village of Radziukithe seconda failed attempt to
destroy a smallural train stationm Jacukiprobablystaffedby tworailroad police'®®

In the Radziukiincident,twenty-five men fromthe Bielskigrouparmed with riflesand anequal number
from the Soviet groupfired atthe supplytruck and brought it to dnalt. Some of theight Germansand
Belorussian policemenvho alighted from the truckvere hit by bullets as they fledrhe partisans
confiscated some weapons including two machine gumaour rifles, ammunition, andood provisions
They thenfired bullets into the gas tankf the vehicle and it exploded®” According toBi el ski 6s 1943
report on the Ordzhonikidze detachment, 30Odregedly fAm
time, te Jacukiincident grew into a bloody battlecAc or di ng t o Tuvia Bi &)l ski ds re
1944, four Germans were killed and seven wourdeth his postwar memos, he claims thaseven to

eight Germansvere killed**

According to one candid participartipwever,there were no casualties,

either German or SovieRinchasBoldo, a partisarfirom the Bielski groupstated Th&enemy had realized

that they were being attacked and they opened fire ol
But we di d *hlont tshuec cN emedmogat boak ¢éhkese two episodes take on even bigger

proportions:

In November 1942 the iBIskis [sic] with Victor P a n ¢ h e n kRuésmn parisapsinbushed
German military convoys on theNovoyelnaNovogrudok [NowojelniaN o wo g r rodde Kshel
[Bielski] was the commander of the Jewish unit. Scores ofm@es were killedand many weapons

were captured on that occasion. The weapons were used to equip the fighters from the Novogrudok
Ghetto.

186 Tec,Defiance 84i 85.

B"HHi story of the FormatiiosamfDethachNeln.t , KaliiJreiwdi sRa Unit s

Movement: Sel e ¥dad¥akheld Stadieaple28 (1993):3102.

% Musia,Sowj eti sche Partil8anen in Wei CruCland,
HHi story of the Formation of fidewiMsh. Uiat $nim ®P&rt iSsoavn
Movement : S el e cYiac Washé&nho Studiespin 23s(1993): 402; also reproduced in Kagan, comp.,
Novogrudok232, 24041.

190NirensteinA Tower from the Enem855 57; Barkai,The Fighting Ghetto®45 46; Tec,Defiance, 226 n.17.

191 1pid., 85.
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There was a second battle in November under Asasimmandat the railway station Naziki
[Jacuki]} on the NemaiiNiemen}Lida line. It was a fierce battle with the Germans, who were-idug
in a bunker that guarded the station. It ended succesSilly.

Anot her assaul't described by Bielski, also a joint
1943, wasan ambushdirected againsa Lithuanian police battalionn t he vi l |l age of Draczy
Nowog-dek. Allegedly, 15 p%Thé assaulieom Filenewce and Biskupaed or wo |
in March and April 1944, for which the Soviet partisans consript Bi el ski 6 s combatant s,
later on.Two additional assaults n whi ch some of Bi el snvks ab sttack ormb at ant s
Kamie® in May 1944, in which the settlement was burn
more than 20 cilians were kiledand an attack on the Belorussian villa
Pierwszy and Kupisk Kazionnyn June 13, 1944yhere hundreds of farmsteads were set on fire and an
unknown number of civilians were killeid retaliationfor the ativities of the small selflefence group
which tried to protect the villagers from unwanted raids

Once they settled in Naliboki forest, where a permanent caaspset upn the fall of 1943, the Bielski
group did not engage in armed confrontationhwhe GermansThe followingcandid accountlescribes
the one and only planned battihich fell through

The plan was to fight a nearby German unit. We learned from the Russians that the Germans were
in retreat and were trying to kill as many of us lasytcould in a final burst of rage as they were
driven away.
However, even with Russian and Jewish partisans together, we were no match for-treneelll
German army, and we had to go deeper in the forest. We crossed treacherous swamps, laying down
logs and branches as we went along é Once past the swam
The Russian and German armies crossed paths that day, and shot at us as we ran through their
crossfire. We had to duck to avoid the bullets. We yelled in Russia i We 6 r e parti sans, donot
The Russian soldiers would stop, but the German soldiers continued to attack.
| was not hit, but other members of our group were not so lucky. One small boy from my town
and none men from the Bielski partisans wereedilthat day, and one woman, the mother of a

friend of mine, was followed into a bunker, cornered, and Sfot.

192y [ Yehoshual] Yaff e, iSuch Wer &ovoghudok2lee wi sh Parti sans, 0 in
193ﬁHistory o f the Formation of the M. 1. Kalinin Partisan
Movement: Selected ou me nYad Yadhem Studiespl. 23 (1993): 404; also reproduced in Kagan, comp.,
Novogrudok234, 24142.

YKazimierz Krajewski, f@660p-ro6? o060dweRiowl eCyyn pospybstu Bp
Narodowej,no. 3 (March 2009): 9908, here at 1066 ; Dariusz Jarosi EBski and Krzyszrto
Ni ezal eUna FkEchrnaeyt6,200P, 847s k a

195 Essie Shor and Andrea ZakiBssie: The True Story of a Teenage Fighter in the Bi€lakiisans(Bryn Mawr,
Pennsylvania: Minfililness Publishing, 2009), 6@5.
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The scenes of Tuvia Bielski and his partisans attacking German tanks found in tHefianceare
nothing butsheer Hollywood inventions and nhybuilding fantasy.

For the most part, however, the Bielski group simply robbed in the countriige&Zalmanovicz, one of
agroupoftwentsf our escapees f r omvhojbired thediski grouprealled: ghet t o

When we got out of the foreahd found ourselves in the open, we ran into two people on horses,
wearing civilian clothes. They asked wus if we had esca
know who they were, we told them that we had. They took us on their horses to the rikagest v

They told the peasants that they would come back for us in two weeks, and they instructed them not
to harm us. Exactly two weeks later, they appeared in a wagon, and only then did they reveal to us
that they were partisans. They told us that theas a special unit of Jewish partisans, among them
people from our town, and they suggested that we join them. Naturally, we chose to be in that unit,
where there were Jews and people we knew. We went into the forest with them. When we got there
we c ot bdliedewhat we saw. There was a real town in the middle of the forest. Little huts had
been built one next to the other. We were taken into an office and interrogated at length, because we
were the first two of the twentfipur survivors who had managéal escape the ghetto through the
tunnel and reach the partisans.

The first question was whether we had any money in our possession in order to buy weapons,
because the custom was that each person bought his own weapon, with his own money. We had no
morey, of course, but after a few months, the situation changed altogether.

Planes appeared in the sky and dropped weapons in large quantities, to a point where an ordinary
revolver no longer had any value because we were using automatic weapons. Theisvalso
received a weapon. | remained all the time with the friend who had escaped with me from the
ghetto. We did not take part in real combat per se, but we went to the neighboring villages to get

food. Sometimes, we ran into bandits and robbers, asimply killed thent®®

The irony of wusing words such as fibanditsd and frob
activity was robbing the surrounding villages. According to a report filed by a cleric from Wilno in June
1943, bandit attacksnoPolish peasants by Jews hiding in the forests and murders of entire Polish families
by Soviet and Jewish partisans were becoming alarmingly freqiiéis report is amply borne out by
many accounts that are found later in this work. Soviet archivateswaiso confirm that banditry among

Soviet partisans was widespread:

a Soviet informer accused Bielski himself of embezzling gold; no serious consequences followed,

however. Charges of robbery were also levied at Jewish partisans by their Soviet comrades

19 benise Nevo and Mira Berger, edé/e Remember: Testimonies of Tweaty Members of Kibbutz Megiddo who

Survived the HolocaugNew York: Shengold, 1994), 2B36.
¥"Tadeusz Krahel, il Ar c hiskiit gyaca 2] a ewii lge Enka ,w Plod5S8kiee Ipio@E o0k u
According to this report, the Jews had become a tool in the hands of the Soviets to further tRelisandictivities.
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According to the report of 28 May 1943, fisome groups,

themselves not with struggle but with capturing supplies. Some persons in them, who had fled from

a camp, carry out banditry (plundering, drunkenness, a
The complaints about these alleged transgressions sound disingenuous, coming as they do from

the Soviet sources. The Sovadtied guerrillas routinely engaged in plundering peasants.

Documents show that partisan activity often amounted to bandig, illage, and murder.

Occasionally individual transgressors were punished. On the whole, however, the leadership of the

Soviet irregular forces considered robbery to be a legitimaiéus operandiSince they largely

lacked popular support, the Soviaiegrillas raided villages and manors for supplies. As a top

Sovi et commander put it i Most partisan units feed, cl

the local population and not by capturing booty in the struggle against fascism. That arouses in th

people a feeling of hostility, and they say, O0The Gern

198

give something "to the partisans. 060

As we shall see, raids on the civilian population took precedence over military activities.

Acting on Orders to Elimimte the Polish Partisans

Even afterthe massacre in Naliboki, at the behest of the Home Asupremecommand the Polish
underground in the Nowogr - -dek agoddreiohsramd coogetpieons cont
with the Soviet partisanslespié disturbing occurrences not far awaythe province of Polesie (Polesia),
to the south oNowog dek Soviet partisanmadecontactwith Polish partisansAccepting an invitation to
discuss cooperatigmine Polish partisané i Si k or s h c h ildyal to the Polisa governent i s
exile headed by General Sikorskiere treacherouslilled n e a r G annMay 9, 4943%° General
Poromarenkowas mme di at el y advised of the Asuccesso of this
On June 14, 1943 met with Stalin in the Kremlin; Molotov and Beria were also in attendance.

As mentioned earlierpursuant toinstructions from the top echelonte Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Belorusskead charteda course for the future dPolish-Soviet elations OnJune 22,
1943,General Ponomarenkesued the followingnstructions in acircular tothe district Communist party

committees irthe field:

In those regions that are under the influence of our partisan units and party centreslttmwnot

activities of Polish groups formed by the reactionary nationalist circles [i.e., the Home Army]. The

% Marek J. Ch o d a k iSarmatian Réviewno. & (Apd)w2006: re17 20 of Musial, Sowjetische

Parti sanen i48 5488, BaCYILLE N23,M44, 158, 166, 193, 203.
199 Rossiiskii gosudarstvennyi arkhiv sotsialpoliticheskoi istorii, Moscow, fond 69, opis 1, delo 29, listy 15,

report dated November 24,43 See also the following report found in fond 69, opis 1, delo 20, list 68, Ponomarenko

to Stalin, datetMawma9, 219439#48: thenLenin [ Gunin] raion of
captured a group of Polish nationalists consisting of six persons led by a landowner [name undecipherable] from Nowy

Dw- r , a for mer Pol i sh r e sishnatiomalisisfthieyi seized weapbnss, doric stiblstences, éispst ur ed P
of [members of] a local partisan unit, and a Polish frontier guard badge awarded for terrorist acts [sic] against Soviet

wor kers. o
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leaders are to be eliminated in a manner that is not noticeable. The [Polish] units are to be
disbanded and thearmsdepots are to be appropriated if it is possible, take those units under

your secure influence. Use them by directing them to active combat against the Germans. Regroup
and break them up in an appropriate way. You should do away with their significance [as]
independent military urstand attach them to large [Soviet] units, after which you are to carry out
quietly an appropriate cleansing of hostile eleméfits.

Because of Operation fiHermann, 6 the strike on Migasz
put on hold. Insteadhe Soviet partisans turned their attentiom tBolishpartisan detachmeibiased near
Lake Naroczto the north of Naliboki foresOn August16, 1943,the local Soviet commander, Fedor
Markov, turned toGeneral Ponomarenkor permissionto i d i s thefinlkdmi deétachinentwhichwas
grantedon August 21, 194%" The task wasiccomplishedite days later

Theunprovokednur der of Home Ar my Sec on domlde guerntdiena rcti cANt oni
and some eighty members of his unit, thecatbed Polish Legion, is illustrative of the pattern of deceit and
treachery that characterized relations with the Soviet partisams,indeed with the Soviet Union,
throughout the war and afterward{é.In June 1943, Fedor Markov, the commander of the Voroshilov
Brigade, had reached an wunderstanding with BurzyEski
surface, relations appeat to becordial One of the terms agreed to was that Jews would refrain from
carrying outrobberies duringrovisiongatheringexpeditions which often entailed brutal mistreatment of

the villagers’® Indeed, such charges were mentioned frequently in tefrmm that perio®f* and, as we

200 Boradyn, ed.,Ar mi a Kr aj owa na Nowo gie (10422 9ZF4) e wi SWi & eIEs z dokTu me

sowieckich41i 42; BoradynNiemeifirzeka niezgody243.

201 Boradyn, Niemeiirzeka niezgody292 93; Musial, Sowjetische Partisanen 1941944 421.In his disp&h of

August 16, 1943, Ma r kob the Polishppartisatndeadders Was to artm themséivgsoaad awvait the

opportune time to strike at the Soviet partisans. General Ponomarenko approved the disarming of the Polish unit, which

was to be done fAskilfully and t a?22tof 23,1948, submitked te Bthlisleyqu ent r ey
General Ponomarenko, expanded on #aatier pretext and concocted a more concrete and convenient alibi, namely,

that Markov undertook the disarming of t heingkhooughbish parti san
spies that the Polish unit was preparing to destroy the leadership of the Soviet brigade and disarm the brigade. See A.
Kasparavilius, L. Laur i $SSRiiLitva vgedy vtomonnairovdi voiny: 8hioraikidekuraentove d s .

vol. 2 (Vilnius: Lietuvos istorijos institutas, 2012), 70Bhe claim that the Poles were planning a hostile operation

against the Soviet partissnis something thatvould have been in violation of the instructions of the Home Army

headquarters nottoenternt o a confl i ct with the Soviet partisans, wher
entirely consistent with earlier instructions of the Soviet partisan command to eliminate the Polish partisans

202 Among the many publications that deal with thistopis ee, especi ally, Wardzy Eska, i Mo r d
przezpatyzant -w sowieckich na OUOogPaineiriziacih SAK azwi ceddd zi iweodSu : 6 KBmiu
Komisji Badania Zbrodni przeciwko Narodowi Polskigmuin st yt ut u Pa mion39i(1998)a 136@ o we j
Wogkonoks kKiig, Wi | e Es ki Zwi Nzku Wal ki 71945,d23813% Boradyn, red., i Kraj owe
Armi a Krajowa na Nowogr - -dt@4Fniw Swiwel le€s d ooy Mea,e- 194@i ec
Sowijetische Pdisanen 19411944 42Q 422.All of these sources reproduce the relevant Soviet archival documents.

03A]l eksy Litwin, fAObraz polskiego ruchu oporu widziany ocz:
Wi esgaw BaPdskaBahk o rid$M5 (1\Walrss aw: I nstytut Hi storii PAN, Sto
PolskdWs ¢ h - d , Stowar‘f&iyasgjzoernu’&, P09 S«)a, 166. I n his di scussions
1943, Lieutenan€o | on el Janusz Szl aski ( APr awd alsocrdisgd theviskue ®fe r e a | n ¢

repressions, including robberies and rapes, committed by Jewish partisans during raids on Polish villages. See
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shall see, are corroborated by Jewish sources. The Poles and their underground were ardent opponents of
the German occupiers. Early in August 1943, Polish partisans staged daring assaults on German garrisons
in Duni gowi cz% Thesenilitaty ®opemtiosszeklipsed anything the Soviet partisans had
undertaken in the area.
While ostensibly cooperting with the Polish underground against the Gerasahg made clear in a
report to General PonomarenkMarkov was intent onsubordinatingthe Polishpartisansand had
dispatched agents to infiltrate and secretly underrtfiez detachment® As a counterforce, Markov
established a PolisBoviet detachment under the command of Wincenty Mroczkowski, named after
Bart osz Th@gdoewcaicskiiv.e bl ow came on August 26, 1943, when
officers wereinvited to the Soviet cap on the pretext of finalizing a joint assault on a Germatpostin
Miadziog . Not suspect i nfgll intocauchrefuiylaid yrap. The HPelish Rleldgatien was
arrested and, according to some r e poeatts AlaBe r zy Es ki

iProtok-g spisany dn. 8 czerwca 43 r. fsrzbzdDeragatKam8ndagh
Lenii@k partyzancki e]j brygady sowieckiej,o0o (attachment to
Historyczny in Warsaw, sygnatura 11/32/10, ki3l Similar complaints about Jewish marauders were made in

meetings with Soviet delegations in othegions. See, for example, Krajewsk,a Zi e mi Nole® gr - dzkiej,
Boradyn,Niemeifirzeka niezgody, 16 18.

204 Marauding by Soviet partisans was one of the primary matters raised in discussions with Captain Viktor Manokhin,

commander of the Gastello Brigadn November 1943. The Polish record of this meeting cites cases of use of force

(armed robbery, mur der s, rapes) and theft of valuables (go
items that Soviet partisans simply did not needstovival. The Soviet representatives did not deny these occurrences,

and in fact Manokhinéds own r e@lorritg cWwinlfd Esrsi tZhveimN z kSue eWaNokjik c
Krajowej w latach 19301945, 155, 15758; Boradyn, ed.Armia Krajowa na Nowgr - dczy ¥ni e i Wil eEs z
(1942194 4) w Swietl e d®X WAnSeviet suwmary oepdrteot & ineeting with Home Army

representatives in Syrowatki, on December 14, 1943, also recognized the problem of drunkenness and robberies that

plagued theSoviet partisans. See Boradyn, ey mi a Kr aj owa na Nowogr - dt9dywni e i Wi |
Swietl e d o k u melD3. Soviet Saunwds enakk it cléar, however, that the complaints were not taken

seriously and these meetings were often ébdily the Soviet side as little more than intelligence gathering missions.

See BoradynNiemerirzeka niezgodyl19. The Soviets were reluctant to reach any real compromise in an atmosphere

in which bounties were being put on the heads of Polish partiadarke See Borodziewic3,z - Wit ae Es ka Br ygada
AK, 112. Jewish sources, however, continue to tow the Soviet propaganda line on this issue and lay the blame for the

failed negotiations on the Polish side. See Ld2astruction and ResistancE)4i 95.

Pwogkon®ws kig, Wi Nekfs k WaZiwi Zbrojnej AdLHMS5I162-r aj owej w | atach
2007 Chacki ewicz, AO rozbrojeniu formacji AKil@4Mabi hboacki ej
Wogkon®&wsipio,zj um historyczne fiR3HAdrAepPChriddna, Wibe&8EsneszpFhi @mads
sojuszni k- wo: Stosunek ZSRR do Ar mOkr Kg aWbWweEski i @wii 2 ldu ,
Zbrojnej Armii Krajowej w latach 1939945, 130; Musial, Sowjetische Partisanen 19411944 421 The Soviets

recruited local reidents to infiltrate Polish partisan units. One such person was Nina Pankova Zelkhefer, a Jewish

woman from Vitebsk, who was recruited in September 1943. She resided in Wilno since 1921, where she had

established contacts with the Poles. See Lietuvosngzatis archyvas, Lietuvos TSR Valsthi s saugumo komiteté
(KGB), SSSR NKVD 4 valdybos |-1mikraiilmé i@ 605pAp.rma 8, Baug. ma7, gr upa, F
Korrespondentsiia s No 277 Berom, Partizanskii spetsotriad
C. 34, 19.9.1943 g.

X"According to an account attributed to a Jew who served i
tree with his arms tied behind his back; his heels were burned with fire and pieces of skin were ripped from his flesh.

See Baasikowski, N a zew ZiemV9 ;Wi WeiEk®@hewg kWi | e Es ki Zwi Nz ku Wal ki
Krajowej w latach 19301945,1 2 9 . Banasi kowsKki deal s wi t h t hei88estruction
Wogkonows ki i8xltipwoghenstinghdt Rd&kov, as well as several Soviet prisoners of war, had been

rescued from the Germans by Helena Borowicz, a Polish woman who worked in a Wilno hospital.
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contingent of Soviet partisans from the Voroshilov and Rokossovsky Brigeaieshen dispatched to
surround the Polish partisansé camps ne&mmeRM@ke Nar oc:
Polish partisans were disarmed aaghtured. Around 100 Polish partisans velutside thecampat the time

escaped thireacherousate. (Afterwards, theyoined the detachment dfeutenanZzygmunt Sendzialarz

( i Gu p a sThekresd of th¢ story can be found in a report authored by dvankmself and sent to

General Ponomarenko, who had given the green light for this operation:

Tovarishch @ABero [ NKVD Major Jonas Vildgilnas], the |
conducted the investigation, segregateddisarmed andrrested Polis brigade into three groups.
The first group, consisting of 50 men, together with the brigade leddemsng themAntoni
Bur zyREK ki ),iwasoshot. The second group, consisting of 80 men, was disarmed and
released. The third group, consisting of 7@nmwas sent to a [Soviirmed] partisan group
headed by [Wincenty] Mr 0pzlopw=sk it.o éMr®errdkiowg ki Beseanit
mistake. They should have been shot, but we were worried that it might be used against us by the
GermansandPolesasppaganda about a second Katyn. é
During my absence Mroczkowski learned of the executionfifofni cd need] @ind, for that
reason, went over to the Polish nationalists taking 6«
gotarms from us anglanned tayo over to the Polish side. We had these 30 shot. In total, we shot
80 men from the Polish legion.
Groups from the Polish legion are now openly attacking Soviet partisans, especially my brigade.
é
We are using every means to liquidate the armed PlodisHit groups in the field.
1. We are sending agents to every Polish group in order to undermine them.
2. We are sending large numbers of agents (80 people) to every area where there are Polish
partisans in order to learn of their movements, bases awitiastand to inform headquarters.
3. We are currently distributing pamphlets informing about the situation on the front and the bandit
activities of the Poles.
4. We issued an order to all our partisans to disarm any Poles who are encountered amit® liqui
their leaders and members of the Polish Military Organization [i.e., Home Army].
5. We will clear the area of this vile garb&§e.

®Markovos full report, dated October 15, MAW3rprzezs repr oduc

partyzant -w sowieckich na UogPaineriziacih RKr azwi edd z iwadd : 6 Biniu
Komisji Badania Zbrodni przeciwko Narodowi Polskiémuin st yt ut u P a mion39i(1998)a 14#@ o we j ,

Boradyn, ed.Armia Krajowarm Nowogr -dczy¥nie il9MW) e@EsBwrigFheedokament - w
5615 9 ; Wo § k@knrorwg kWi, | e Es ki Zwi Nzku Wal ki 1298,127 30eApothérr mi i Kraj o
report, authored by General Dubov (Grigorii Sidoruk), who headedtviet regional partisan centre in lwieniec, is

found in Boradyn, edAr mi a Kr ajowa na Nowogr - dicddA¥®B)i ew iSwWieltd Es zdcozkyuFrme

sowieckich95/96.See al so Henryk Piskunowicz, iDzi agalwdaméi zbrojna
19421944, 0 in Bforrmiday n Kr aejda wa na Nowogr - dcid943)n23i85; i Wi | e Es z
Chacki ewi cz, AO rozbrojeniu formacj.i AK w iTll@KUédbockine]j i

WogkonoSwsnkpio,zj um hi stdh4d yoaneVNi i RB@Bk7zZ4clDByEmmiee loar z, AfoSojuszni
sojuszni k- wbd: Stosunek ZSRR8dp WramciteXgawoMNesewi ¢, i DPdzeg
Narodowego Archi wum Republiki BiagoruSld dvoiayalSwi %idio wlegr, m

ibid., 22426.For an early acchiuindtzys eNa eGo il Acaorddite; one of the Poles

87



After the assault o ndisfchedhip @enktd destroyis mdtite ,remmants’k o v
murdering at least twenty members of the Polish underground network in the vitifigorganized under

the command ofieutenantZygmunt Se n d z i éSlpasr k o &g Roishtpartisansstruck back at the
Voroshilov Brigade On September 11ltheyattaclked Soviet partisangear Niedroszla. The following day
theyattackeda Soviet unit plundering the village of ChojeckowszczyZh@he Soviet assauttn the Poles
surpassed in scope any a@&rman activity carried out by the Soviet partisans o on a distinctly

ethnic dimensiorf**> Rachel Margolis, a member of the Jewish underground in Wilno who arrived in the

apprehended in this raid, the eighty partisans who were
Apparerly, Markov did not wish to acknowledge this shortcoming in his repdee the statement of Janina

Smol e ka, inSympWegkonbwskioryczne #NRD2B.MaO94hdvida WilreEszary
Polish partisans was criticized by Captdn k't or Manokhi n, commander of -the Gastel
conceived, and sanctioned é on the basis of false infor ma
Polish partisans near Wilno to escape a similar fate and turned the:®@or Catholic population againse tBoviet

partisans. See Wardzy Eska, iMord popegniony |l atem 1943 r.
oddzi ajgu B&mi dica, 6Sprawiedl i woSi: Biuletyn Gg§-wnej Komisj

Polskiemiil nst yt ut u Pavejmioic i3 9Na(rlodd9o6 ) : Ok4 fi;,g Wb d ledEs&kws KZiw,i Nzku Wal |
Armii Krajowej w latach 193019451 3 0. The charge that the Poles executed | oc
were compiling further lists of activists to be eliminated, ahhallegedly served as the pretext for the liquidation of
Burzy@&kibds unit, has never been substantiated. See Wardzy
sowi eckich na Uognier zaPcahmi AIK 7z Sdd zmiwd Gid: | W rkenjiSd K ¢ eB,ifudie t Brand a r
Zbrodni przeciwko Narodowi Polskieiflun st yt ut u Pamadici 3Natd>add&pj , Akidr7i,g Wogkono
Wil eEki Zwi Nzku Wal ki Zbr d1945¢1j3 9A r mVoig Kkm aijwes WEij,| ewEslka t aZewhi Niz:
Walki Zbrojnej Arnii Krajowej w latach 19391945,131; BoradynNiemerfirzeka niezgody292.

209Henryk Pi skunowi cz, fiDzi agal noSi zbr oj nla9 4Mr,mi ii nK rBag roandeyj n , |

ed,Ar mi a Krajowa na Nowogr - diO452bnie i WileEzczy¥tTnie (1941
210WardzyCEsk’a, iMor d popegniAqny latem 1943 r. przez partyz
OKmi ciPaamj &b i Sprawi edl iwoSlI: Biuletyn Gg-wnej 1Komisji Ba

I nstytutu Pamd 3OqlLo96N®r odowej ,

Z'Bohdan Urbankowski, fAAntys&@wcgkkbDpegioas RBloma FylskiPo PERapoO i

Wydawnictwo Encyklopedyczne, 2000), vol. 1, P28.

212 Historian Alexander Prusin, however, advances a markedly differently assessment of theemftttee assault on
Bur zy Es & aoné that has mot been substantiated. Allegedly, it was the Polish underground who terrorized the

countryside: iThe AK retaliated by carrying out 6paci fi
[ No wo g ristritteburhingdouses and killing residents suspected of collaboration with the Soviets. The AK units

also executed Soviet <captives, including prisofhers of war
Lands Betweerl89. In support of thisdam, Prusin cites a general article by K. I.
voennye i grazhdanskie organy v Belarusi 1#49 44 gg. : Anal i z i itogi poter, 0 in V.I

Pershaia i druhaia sysvetnyia voiny: Akupatsyia i iae nasitypna Belarus{Minsk: Histarychnaia maisternia, 2006).

However, as other studies have shown, Germans and Soviet partisans were primarily responsible for reprisal massacres

and killings which took tens of thousands of civilian lives. See, for examplestia i nr i ch Nol t e, AParti sce
Belorussia, 19411 944, 60 i n Roger Chickering, AWorlgat Fofalrart &lobal and Ber n
Conflict and the Politics of Destruction, 193P45 (Washington, D.C.: German Historical Institute; Camgeid

Cambridge University Press, 2005), 2816 : AFrom the spring of 1942 wuntil the s
largers cal e operati ons, encircling territories held by partis
the springof1924, when the Germans began to create Oddeeitr zonesd fr

to forced labor in Germany @rthose unable to woéto special settlements in other districts, where many of them

starved to deat h. oOiatedekiliSgahousants ofpBaiustian policensen, mentberd of the civil

administration (petty officials such village elders and mayors of small towns, schoolteachers, professionals) and other

civilian collaborators, real or imagined, often along withirtfemilies. Prisoners were not taken as a rule by either side.

Punishing entire families was an accepted practice of both the Germans and Soviet partisans. Nolte sums up as follows:
APartisan war in the Soviet U n iuprestrioked giolehce agairst civilmns,bbott h  si des .
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Narocz forest in September 1943, recalled thatdned he seni or of ficers in Markov

far as toharasslewish partisans for speaking in Polish among thems€lfVes.

The AK retaliated by <carrying out 6pacificationsdé of
[ Nowogr - dek] thauses and kiling residents rsuspegted of collaboration with the

the Germans were more indiscriminate in their practices. They used violence systematically against entire regions.

They enslaved captured partisans. And they undertook the wholesale murder of villagers. iTlegarts 6 vi ol ence
against noncombatants was directed against the family members of collaborators, while the Germans attacked entire
villages. o However, in some cases the Soviet partisans di c
Germans The actions of the Polish underground against collaborators do not come close to this type of unrestricted,
indiscriminate bloodsherheted out by the Germans and the Soviet partigsm3imothy Snyder points out, German

pacification operations were aelly designed to kill civiliansEdward Westermandescribes the fate dfiree villages

in southwestern Polesia (Polesie):

€ on 22 and 23 September 1942, Order Police Battalion 3
for ostensible connections to tipartisans, At the first village, Borki, the police apprehended the

entire population, marched the men, women, and children seven hundred meters, and then handed out

shovels so that people could dig their own graves. The policemen shot the Belarusiauts peasa

without a break from 9:00 in the morning until 6:00 in the evening, killing 203 men, 372 women, and

130 children. The Order Police spared 104 people class

the next village, Zabloitse Zab goci e], at 2:00 in the morning, and surr
all of the inhabitants into the local school, and then shot 284 men, women, and children. At the third
vill age, Borysovka [Borys-wka], ténechibrattal i on reported

SeeEdwardB. We st er mann, Mefn@®@Oldetlogicé 3oy di er s6? oRolBil®e i BatRuaslsii a, 194
German Studies Reviewol. 21, no. 1(February 1998)41i 68, at 53 55, as cited in SnydeBloodlands 240 41. In

October 1942, BEr mann G°ring issued an extraordinary directive not
supporting the partisans but rather to send them to Germany as forced labourers; however, this did not preclude bloody

reprisals from continuing. In May943, in Operation Cottbus, the Germans sought to clear all partisans from an area

about 140 kilometres north of Minsk. Their forces destroyed village after village by herding populations into barns and

then burning the barns to the ground. The officialmtanas 6,087 dead, but the Dirlewager Brigade alone reported

14,000 killed in this operation. About 6,000 men were sent to Germany as labourers. SeeBfnydlends 244 46.

In 1942 and 1943, Wilhelm Kube, the head of the General Commissariat of Beorafered concessions to

Belorussians such as schools, advisory councils, and militias, and even reversed the collectivization of agriculture,

decreeing that peasants could own their own land. However, these attempts to reverse some of the b&scgprincip

German colonialism in the hope of rallying the population to resist the Red Army were largely unsuccessful, since the

Germans continued their economic exploitation of the countryside and showed little respect for the lives of the

peasants. See SnydBloodlands24849. Ti mot hy Snyder sums uppdtrthtei sSanp@cwaroffane
and Soviet fAretributiond on th58): civilian population as fol

German policies, in practice, were little more than mass murder. In one Wehmepatt, 10,431
partisans were reported shot, but only ninety guns were reported taken. That means that almost all of
those killed were in fact civilians. As it inflicted its first fifteen thousand mortal casualties, the Special
Commando Dirlewanger losinly ninetytwo merd many of them, no doubt, to friendly fire and
alcoholic accidents. A ratio such as that was possible only when the victims were unarmed civilians.
Under the cover of anpartisan operations, the Germans murdered Belarusian (or JewRbljsh,
or Russian) civilians in 5,295 different localities in occupied Soviet Belarus. Several hundred of these
villages and towns were burned to the ground. All in all, the Germans killed about 350,000 people in
their antipartisan campaign, attheyer | east ninety percent of them unar med.
The Soviet partisans also contributed to the total number of fatalities. They reported killing 17,431
people as traitors on the terrain of Soviet Belarus by 1 January 1944: this figure does not include
civilians whom they killed for other reasons, or civilians they killed in the following months. In all,
tens of thousands of people in Belarus were killed by the partisans in their own retribution actions (or,
in the western regions taken from Poland, as classieagm

213Margolis,A Partisan from Vilna429.
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Soviets. The AK units also executed Soviet captives, including prisoners of war who had escaped

from German camps.

The massacre near Lake Narocz was not the first such incident, nat thaslast. Individual Poles
connected to the underground had already been killed in4948d by mid1943 the Soviets were quietly
eliminating small groups of Polish partisans and those suspected of cooperating with the Polish
underground. A delegatioof Polish partisans was murdered near Szczuczyn in May 1943, after accepting
an invitition to attend a meeting with the SovigfsTadeusz Korsak of the Wilejkslo §odeczno ci rcui
command of the Wilno District of the Home Army was abducted by the Chkalov Brigade in September
1943 He wasmurdered afteaninterrogaion lasting severalveeksfor refusing to become an inform&?.
(Tades z Korsakédés rescue efforts on behalf of Jews is
connections were also execuféfiYet despite all these betrayals, not fathoming the depths of Soviet
perfidy, the Polish partisan leadership still attempted to cton@n understanding with the Soviet
partisang® However, ceasefires were broken repeatedly by the Soviet side.

On the surface, relations between the Polish and Soviet partisans in the area of Naliboki forest also
appeared to bproper and promising. &lough they had agreed to a joint escape strategy during Operation
Hermann, which was unleashed by the Germans in Naliboki forest in July and August 1943, this did not
prevent the Soviets from skirting any military engagement with the Germans and ldsviRglés in the
lurch to fend for themselves. The Poles suffered more than a hundred caétialfies. | eader s of St o¢
Battalion(BatalionSt o §,patercZgripowanieSt o § poerc kSteo § p ¢c e ) dE henHomenArmya t i on
thenunder the command of Ma j B°rhad Wa quglmswaboBteagckpting &ni Wa c § a w ¢

214

See, for example, the murders perpetrated in the Szczuczyn area described in Kidjewskz, i e mi Nowogr -dzki e
202 203.
Mazimierz Kr ajewski, ANowogr - -dzkiSympoaj mghiAsmoiy &Kzmé¢ ofwvBpk 01

na Wil eE&zZczy¥nie, o

216 Boradyn,Niemeiirzeka niezgodyl44.

27 |pid., 149, 153, and the partial list of victims at pp. 285 See also KrajewskNa ZiemiNo wo g r - 1d&46.i e ,
Poles were also killed by Soviet partisans dgniobberies and drunken orgies. Ibid., 143 (Borki); Boraljjemerd

rzeka niezgodyg9 (Borowikowszczyzna).

218

For exampl e, iGupaszkodso Home Army wunit entered into ne
December 1943. See Henryk Piskunowiczi Dzi agal no Si zbrojna Ar mii Kir aj owej na
1944, 06 in Momiaad ykir,ajeadwa na Nowgr - did#4y)2mhi e i Wil eEGzczy¥Fnie
219PrawdzieSzIaski,Nowogr-dczyzna'|'1911/5,9\/\i9a,lcEO41;94l-30radyn, AjSzt osunki Ar

partyzant kN sowi eckN na NoAvomira dkrzayjTnwee , ma i Mo wBoog ra-ddyonz, y Fendi . e,
(1941 1945),112; BoradynNiemetirzeka niezgodyl, 30/ 31.

200t the beginning of November 1943 MaletlomeRrenjik\Warsaas sent by

to take control of the Stogpce Battalion, which was previo
from September 9, 1943, when the | atter had replaced Kacy
paratropers dispatched from England (knownci&chociemni fit he sil ent and unseSeen oneso) t

Krajewski,Na Zi e mi N 01891§,1118 412k 414 419.
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invitation to meet with General DuboG(igorii Sidoruk) at the Soviet basm December 1, 194310t
suspecting what lay in store for them.

The Sovietaction planhad been approved at the highest level and was carefully and stealthily executed.
Permission to carry out this operation had beeught on November 4, 1943, by General Platon, who
headed the Soviet partisaopremec o mmand i n f We st evasgraneé éndNovansberild o , and
1943, by General Ponomarenko, the first secretary of the Belorussian Communist Party andyehierftof
staff of the partisan movemefit. General Platon had claimed falsely that the Poles did not want to fight
the Germans, and that Polish partisans were terrorizing the local population and attacking small groups of
Soviet partisan&® On November 22, 1943, dheral Ponomarenko sent a report to Stalin proposing a
change of strategy from isolated altercations to asitdlle assault on the Polish underground in order to
fdestroyodo hostile Polish partisans actsicvad tiem 0 Wehdtser
who allegedly adopted a waihdsee attitude (toward the Germams)n d t o Al i qui d&t ed their

Around the same time, the Home Army Command took a position diametrically opposed to that of the

Sovietso. On NovembeMadbusid19K8m&GeowsKki (AB-ro), t he
Home Ar my, i ssued his Order 1300/ 111, whi ch containe
He instructed the field to cooperate wiltihestoheanRlo vtioe't

stress their partnership in the common fight against Nazi Germany. Much latitude was left to the judgment

of local commaders.

Zlgee Boradyn, AStosunki Ar mi i Kraj owegjd 4 np &rotAgmaymt, k Ne ds q wi
Krajowa na Nowogr - dc zyitai) £20 24; BotadyreN@Esei zeky rifemgodsd 52(54, 295 1

96. The relevant Soviet order (Ponomarenkob6s) for this op:¢
Pokes who resisted, i s r Armia Krajowacveddkumentack E9g0e43, wol(Es 208 93 (seet a l .

also 34344); PrawdzieSzlaskiNowo gr - d c z 'y z n &194%, 110 82| (see alsd 9idX) 21011); Erdman,

Droga do Ostrej Bramy242 43; Boralyn, Niemefirzeka niezgodyl57. The order had fallen into Polish hands in

early December 1943, when a copy was found in the possession of a captured leader of the Chapaiev (Chapayev)
detachment. The document was sent immediately to the Home Army supyemecd in Warsaw (who questioned

its authenticity), and then on to the Polish government in London. Word of this order spread quickly among the Polish

partisans in this region, and added fuel to the fire. Additional sources dealing with these evergs:incli®lo | s ki e Si gy
Zbrojne, Armia KrajowapProgi cichociemnychl42 47 (and the English translation of this book Poland, Home Army,

The Unseen and Silerit52i 58); JuchniewiczPolacy w radzieckim ruchu partyzancki8@5s 306; Jerzy Brzozowski,

St ani s §gckiwandKJara Blalinowskii Bur zao na Krega@BylkdgWsebadniBdhh!| i ot eka Wi

RozmaitoScTiZ,O;l@@né):kiéﬁ/icz, AO rozbrojeniu formacij.i AK w N
latach 194B1 944, 0 i n \ggrnpommedwstkihob&t dryidlz nnea AVRBI 88, E&hmialarzzy T ni e, 0
AfoSojuszni k naszych sojuszni k- wbd: St osunek NazZz8RARemid o Ar mi i I
Wi | e E9X10%k jKrajewski, Na Zi e mi N o 526 8§2r Bataryk,iNiemejirzeka niezgody 152 73.

Bol esgaw and Hanna JabgoE&ski ds account Zdaszyty Histop/czioegp.u c e d in p

86(1988):1666 7. For an ear |y tMieladtznge nNi esnendd4irdboapokish FetaliatikNs, are
described in KrajewskNa Zi e mi N 058203§.rEved aftkrithesg events, however, Soviet partisans captured
and disarmed by the Home Army were routinely released unharmed. See Boliadyaii rzeka niezgodyl 68, 170.

222

I n fact, in the falon oaft tlax4«3,d ttthee SSea grmpame aladt tBaellior ussi at
Derewno (Derewna), Chot - w, Niemnew@rzekaniezgody58n2Bl.Zasug. See Broad
2 Gnatowski, AKontrower sjAeK ii kroandfzliiekctkyi mmiprodderyiaeighW2 m na p -
ziemiach Polski w latach 1991 94 4, o in Liedke, S @rancevispogranicaayvd. 2,T186; Kk o ws ki ,
Boradyn, Niemefirzeka niezgody158. The full report is found in Wojciech Roszkowski, edonflikty polske
sowieckie 19421944 DokumentyWars a w : I nstytut Studi-w Politycizl®ych Pol ski e
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| have ordered the commanders and units which are to participate in fighting the retreating
Germans to reveal thesmlves to incoming Russians. Their task at this stage will be to assert the
existence of the Polish Republic. &
All our war preparations are aimed amned action against the Germans. In no circumstances can
they result in armed action against the [®ts] who are entering our territories in hot pursuit of the
Germans €é The except i o-deferics whichis therigle ofteverg humanct s of sel f

being?*

Clashes with Soviet partisan units should be avoided. As far as the regular Red Arnarainits
concerned, when they arrive, the Polish commander, after having fought off the retreating
Germans, iso appear openly before them and present himself as in charge of the area. With regard
to the wishes of the Soviet army commanders, it should bssstighat the legal authorities are
Polish and not Russian, and the nature and extent of Soviet activities should for the Polish citizens
be determined by the legal Polish authoﬁ"@/.

Thus, confontations with Soviet partisans were to be avoidadish @rtisan formations which, because of
past altercations, could not ensure proper relations with Soviet partisans were to be féfBeadral
Komorowskicontinued to urge cooperation with the Soviet partisans even after the events described below
unfolded ad reiteratechis instructions on January 8, 19%4 This strategy turned out to be a blueprint for
disaster since it was the Soviets intention at all times to prevent the Poles froamnirg their
independence and reclaimingrritory seized by the SovieUnion in September 193®nce they had
revealed themselves, the Polish partisans were earmarked for destiistibe.far drew to a close,any
of them were captured by the Soviets and imprisoned or murdered.

After surrounding and disarming the Bbl delegation consisting of about 25 narnthey made theway
to the Soviet base on December 1, 1943 (this was done by a unit led by Major Rafail Vasilevich), the
Soviets struck what they hoped would be a final blow to the Polish partisans. Surpike hit the Stalin
and Frunze Brigades were launched on the Polish partisan base in Drewiczna on Laké&EKronveh e r e
Mi gaszewski 6s uni tMiwWas z<twhaklibekrstadsfoimbes meéntioeed earlier,
into a full-fledged Home Army battaligrBat a |l i o n), aBdt om @rother Padlish partisan camp in
Derewno ¢r Derewna). Caught off guardpsme 230 Pol es were fidisarmed. 0 An)

resistance was shot on the spot, in accordance with Soviet orders. The Polish camps were thoroughly

24K 0 mi sja Historyczna Polski egpdsBrealdsu g ZmegomewwLdmdygnie¢

vol. 3: Armia Krajowa,209 10, as cited in DavieRi s i n296 70 4 4 ,

25Tadeu sKkomoBwski,Armia podziemngbth edition (London: Studium PolisRodziemnej, 1989), 174

226 Boradyn,Niemefirzeka niezgodyl 59.

221 pid., 176 77.
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plundered by the undisciplined Soviet partis&fig\ccording to Soviet reports, ten Polish partisarese
killed and eight injured in the ensuing melee in Derewno, in wiveh Soviet partisas were also
wounded. AniSovi et el ements were, according to orders from
t hat no one® Mierual mbnthlomgdnerrogation, which resulted in death sentences being
passed against t hem, five captured Polish undergrour
transported by plane to Moscow and interned in the Lubianka prison, where some of them perished; the
remaining partisan leaders were executed lo¢dflySome Polish partisans were released after signing
Afdecl arations of l oyalty. o The remaining captured Po
partisan units. More than thirty of them (and peghap many as 50) were executed when they attempted to
fi d e s*& mtactual fact, many of them were executed surreptitiously. (This is confirmed by Oswald
Rufeisen, whose account is cited later.)

After this assault, the Soviet partisans embarkedonesvidal e fcl eansingo operation
members and supporters of the Home Army in the Zfentire families were murdered, their proger

was plundered, and hamlets such as Babi &sk, l zabeli

228poland, Home ArmyThe Unseen and Silerit,55; Pol ski e Si gy Hogirichpcreranychld44. mi a Kr aj oV

229 Krajewski, Na Zi emi N o 066;gBoradyiz, Niémeijrzeka niezgody,163 64, 301302. General

Ponomarenkob6s report to Stalin on the disarming, based on
spoke of the fdisarmingo of 230 partisans amupametated that
resi stance, and as a resul't 10 Poles were killed and 8 wo

how we are to deal with them if an airplane does not arrive. In our opinion they should be shot after being

i nt err og a tGenrkraloPlatbnnwrote wa letter to General Dubov thanking him for an efficient operation and
instructing him as foll ows: AThe scoundrel s, especially pc
that no one woul d k reowas suppleraemtedrbg b sinfildr artleo issbiex] byoGederal Dubov.

During the Soviet occupation in 193841, Grigorii Sidoruk (later General Dubov) headed the NKVD in Iwieniec and

oversaw the arrest and deportation of hundreds of Poles. See also Polandrhhgniene Unseen and Sileri45.

20The head of the special NKVD investigative team which issued the indictment (and passed the death sentences) was

David Zukhba, a Jew. See Boradyn, édr, mi a Kr aj owa na Nowogr - - dt24Fiétle SwWi |l e Es
dokument - w 120d2W {cfe 96 kni2G8} Boradyr\iemeiirzeka niezgodyl64. The Polish leadership was

accused of organi zing -aedolbuetlioonngairnyg ntaot i @ ndilciostnt eamder gr ot
sanctioned 0 diovistactvity interadedyto liguidate theeSoviet partisans as (part of) a planned armed
uprising agains$eet h@6naReodvs Ri my .idKont r owe iAKjieradziecklk onf | i kty
podzi emi em -wsehodpich giemsachnPmlski w latach 1941944, 6 i n Liedke, Sadowska a
Granice i pograniczayol. 2, 190.

1 Boradyn, ed.,Ar mi a Kraj owa niae Nowwghke EsizgZFa¥Fnive Swi%®42 e dokume
sowieckich,102 n.224; Boradyr\iemeiirzeka niezgodyl 72 73.

232 Krajewski,Na Zi e mi N 0582y Boradyd Niekneriezeka niezgodyl87. Reportedly, Polish women were

captured and taken for the apamment of Soviet partisans. A concentration camp for political prisoners was even set up

in Naliboki forest (most of the prisoners were soon executed). Those Poles whom the Soviets had difficulty
apprehending were denounced to the Germans as possessigrabelonging to underground organizations. See
BanasikowskiNa zew Z e mi Wi 99d @Ok i eAjc,ccor ding to Jarosgaw Wogkonowski,
started to liquidate individual Poles as early as the spring of 1943, after the discovery of the mass graves of Polish

officers in Katyn and the severing of diplomatice | at i ons with the Polish government i
Okrng Wil e@ski Zwi Nzku Wal ki 71945 85. Owelj timé) abosed dirdtedaat tbew e | w | a
civilian population became more frequent. Ibid., 126. Needless to add, Pafisdaps retaliated and struck at Soviet

partisans and their civilian coll aborators. See Boradyn,
Nowogr -dczy¥ni eAdbDmia Bopapdwa,naedNowogr - dO45y1B3h34e i Wil eEszc
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ground?®® As could be expected, Polish retaliations follow&drrom that point, there was open war
bet ween the Soviet and Pol i $lonethatthé $Sosietshad bioughttnioe No wo g
being. Surprisingly, even after this junctufimm time to tine the Polish partisacommandattempted to
negotiate amodus vivendiwith the Soviets and even to coordinate joint military actions against the
Germans,but these overturesvere repeatedly rebufféd® It was abundantly clear thamsobordinated
partisan uits wouldnotbe tolerated.
The following eyewitness account by Lieutenant Adol
describes vividly how the disarming unfolded, its prelude, and its impact on the Polish partisans in that

region.

Our relatbns with the Soviets deteriorated sharply after th8 Ndvember 1943. That day our

units went to Mass in Derewnjor Derewna] and held a ceremonial parade there to celebrate
Independence Day. A great number of people from Derewno and the surroundiiny came to

take part in the proceedings, and although we had great fears of German intervention, they did not
materialise, and everything went off as arranged. The Soviets were very far from pleased with this
observance of our National Day, and what aedehem most was the speech of the Home Army

Regi onal Commander, Second Lieutenant Swir [ Aleksander
that Poland was indivisible and that the nation would
territory.

From that time, open talk among the Soviets that we were Fascists and reactionaries became
current, and spying on, and in, our units was intensified. In that same month the commander of our

cavalry squadron was approached with the proposition that he shouldigadketachment over to

233 Boradyn,Niemetirzeka niezgody02 3.

234 There were hundreds of Polish civilian victims, which prompted retaliations by the Polish underground. However,

the extent of Polish retaliations was considerably smaller than murders of Poles by Soviet martisBamrussian

nationalists. Moreover, the number of Belorussians killed by Poles has been grossly exaggerated in Soviet and
Belorussian sources. It was certainly considerably smaller than the number of Belorussians killed by Soviet partisans,

not to metion those killed by the Germans. This topic is canvassed extensively in BoNidymgiirzeka niezgody,

20419 . See al so Maggor zat a Ruchni ewi c zi1948 sat cbhszarze kzw. nar od owo
Zachodni ej Bi a g ®rzamgamy,n®d o d oiw oCS ceisd ved stka , Kresach Wsdhodnich 11
1948,292.

*Boradyn, AiStosunki Ar mi i Kraj owej z partyzadmisk N sowi eck
Krajowa na Nowogr - dc zyTHd5) 227 28, 19/ 39; 8dEslyn Nigmeifrzeka amiezgod 74 1

80, 223 28. Attempts at reaching an understanding with the Soviets were doomed to failure because the Soviets never
abandoned their goal of subjugating Poland; their overriding agenda was to gain a tactical advantage fuem any s
arrangements. Soviet negotiators were not sincere in reaching a durable agreement with the Poles, and treated the
meetings as a means to gather intelligence and to secure concessions. Polish efforts to reach an understanding with the

Soviet partisansevr e duly noted by the Nazi s: iWeitere umfangreiche
Chauvinisten richten, die sich Hand in Hand mit Juden wund
bet2tigten. 0 See Ei n shastzungls.uOktpber 1241, O&AW SO0 88, mierafilimahRG

11. 001 M, reel 14, Uni ted States Hol ocaust Memor i al Museum
polnischen Widerstandsorganisationen unterhalten Zusammenhang mit kommunistischen Ppeorgmd mit

Juden, o and ATrot z der wel t ans c h a udssissherh eind palnisechen pol i ti sc
Widerstandbewegungerz u r Zusammenarbeit gefunden. o (Emphasi s i n t h

Gesamtbericht vom 16. Oktober 1941 bis 3dnulr 1942, OAM, 504 91, microfim at RG11.001M, reel 14,
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives.
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the Soviets. Warrant Officer Noc [Zdzisgaw Nurkiewicz
Soviet major, refused indignantly, saying that he would rather spend his life cleaning the boots of a
Polish major than become a Sovieton

A few days | ater, his deputy, Sergeant Dab [Jan Jakub
same proposition, though with a very stylish addition, that he was to shoot his commander first. He
was to receive the rank of captain. His reaction waslairto that of Warrant Officer Noc. Well

before that, in October, a new officer had arrived t
[ Wacgaw Pegkal, and in the first days of November he
became seconih-command. Liet enants KIlin [Julian Bobrownicki (AKI i n

Rzewuski (AZat or eCadet Junasga, arriedd Wwith Vaclavid fofi" Mavember,
about a fortnight after the change of command, Waclaw and a few more officers received an
invitation, signed by Dubow [General Dubov], from the Command of the United Soviet Brigades of
the Iwieniec region, asking them to come to a war council to be held on'thef 8@ month. As
almost all those officers were away with various widely scattered detathamed outposts, and it
was not possible to get them back at short notice, we sent a despatch rider with a message that our
officers would arrive onlDecember 1943 at noon.
The officers designated for the talks arrived on the evening of theT3®y were Lieutenants
Lewald [Keecper Mi Jaszewski (fALewaldo)], Il kwa [Ezechiel GoS
Parchi mowicz (fAiwaldano)]. They had not the | east desir
the commander after the latter expressed a wish not far removed from a comneaed. rBén
from the cavalry squadron were to provide the escort.
The party was to leave at 6 a.m. Shlecember.
| woke up very early that morning. Hearing people move about outside, | began dressing in the
darkness. | was almost ready whenthe mpjarpped hi s head in through the door
he asked. | answered that | was just coming out. When | came out the officers were ready; Waclaw
swung himself into the saddle, and they rode off.
| remained outside and watched them disappear dowmdhew path through the forest. A
moment | ater | could only hear the sound of ice breaki
The quartermaster, Lieutenant Ludek [Ludwi k Wierszygo
where he had been looking for me. He hagppred breakfast for those who had just gone, and had
been up before me. Now he came to ask me to come to breakfast. We went into his hut. We had
hardly finished our coffee and a slice of black bread, when the officer on duty, fidet Mita,
came in ad reported that a Soviet patrol of five men on horseback had just arrived and requested to
see someone in authority. | said that | would come out; but | was in no hurry. It was less dark when
| came out. I started | ootkseent@nywhere, saljust stdddband et patr ol an
watched the camp around me,
All the men were still asleep, that is, the eighty of them that were in camp at that time. The
second company had its camp about a mile away, while the first company, almost thexeatiye ¢
squadron, and a few more patfblaltogether about two hundred and fifty rdewere away on

various duties out in the country.
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| turned around suddenly with a strange presentiment.

Three men were walking towards me along the path up which aoersfhad gone half an hour
before. It was not Il i ght enough to see their faces, c
[Rafail Vasilevich, the leader of the May 8, 1943 assault on the town of Na&iddkp ] voice did
| realise that they were Russians.

i We | | now, you, assemble your wunits for us!o

Lewald [Migaszewskil], unarmed and without his belt, F
Wasiliewicz, who was armed with a satachinegun, and another man similarly armed, both their
weapons at the ready. It was to Lewald that Wasiliewicz had spoke

At once | understood everything. Already, the sound of many footsteps in the snow was heard

from the path, and several dense ranks of men, all with automatic weapons, emerged into the

clearing. AfThat 6s probabl y tdttat Momént JaneROrlina, | t hought t
the chief clerk of the battalionds office, passed me
Lieutenant Grombés [Lech Rydzewski (AGr omo) ] company to

war council had been disarmed ahet the Soviets were already in the camp,

Meanwhile, Lewald was explaining something to Wasiliewicz, but the creaking of the snow
drowned their voices. | stood behind a bush, unnoticed by anybody: then, somehow, quite
automatically, | followed Orlinda o0 Gr omés company. A few minutes | ater, a
were in their camp. In a short time everybody was ready.

| gathered the officers and explained the situation to them. As | saw two alternatives before us, |
asked for their answers to tvguestions; were we to attempt to liberate our comrades in the camp
that had been overpowered, or were we to profit from our freedom and escape from the forest
alone? With one accord they all opted for the march on the occupied camp.

For a fortnight, wénad been playing hosts to a small Partisan unit from the Vilna [Wilno] district,
who had already built themselves two huts. There were only about twenty of them, but they were
ready for anything and everything, and had had quite a useful experience.

| decided that our guests, who had volunteered to join us, should attack the camp from the right,
and the rest of the company, about seventy men, rather young and not yetaevdihated, from
the left. We were to go into action at an agreed upon timat, the first shots. | went out with our
boys, right on ahead, with the advance guard. When we were halfway to the camp, we already had
Soviet units in our rear, but we carried on just the same.

We got near enough to see a part of the camp betweenatihehbs. Our comrades were standing,
unarmed, in three ranks in the small clearing. In front of them stood a row of Soviet Partisans with
submachineguns at the ready, and a mach@m, trained on them, stood at each flank.

We had been noticed, and semne shouted that at the first shot from us they would open fire on
our comrades.

In the face of this threat | could not bring myself to start the engagement. | left my companions
and walked to the camp.

| soon reached the hut which was our headeusrand looked round me. Our camp was a sight:
| had never seen so many people there. The Soviets were plundering everywhere, looking for
papers, documents, gold and treasures, but most of all, watches. They pulled legs out of the walls

and tore out dooand window frames. The place was crawling with them, every one of them
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looking for something to grab and steal. There seemed to be no one in authority. The only place
where there was order was among those guarding our men. | stood at the side with adfew of
of ficers: it didnét seem as i f we were being watched.
whom ill luck had brought to us on a visit the day before.
iYou must get away. o0 fAYes, but how?06 At the moment a
whence the party of Partisans from Vilna was supposed to approach. The three ranks of men
flattened themselves on the ground, while their guards fired a few bursts over their heads.
Behind the barracks, Lieutenant Grom was struggling valiantly not tisearied, but finally he
was brutally overwhelmed, and succumbed.

| estimated the number of Soviets in our camp at about one thousand five hundred [an

overestimatd M.P] , but this wasnét the | ot, as a considerable
and ntries.
Among the Soviets | recognised our for mer Afriendso,

commander of the Frunze Brigade. They had often been our visitors and guests, though they must

have been preparing this attack for quite some time. @fwour own men, Private Wankowicz

[CzeswWa Ek o wi ¢ z ] and Lance Corporal [ Antoni] Tararaj, we
they were both armed. We had suspected them for a long time, but had no clear proof that they

were working for the Soviets. Forturfeowever, is a capricious lady. A few weeks later Tararaj fell

into our hand$®®

Now and again there were single shots from the forest; those were our guests from Vilna giving
signs of life.

Major Wasiliewicz came out before the men on the ground, tttem to get up, and added
whether anyone would go and tell those sons of bitches in the wood that there was no sense in
further fighting, and ask them to surrender.

The three ranks stood in dead silence for a long while, then Przywara [Tadeusz $kaszew
(APrzywarao) came forward, followed by Corporal Zbi k [
joined in and walked on between the two of them. Fortunately no one took any notice of this, as
there were swarms of soldiers milling around everywherey @nthe brook, still inside the camp,
we were stopped by a slagyed creature, probably a sentry. Przywara had to use all his eloquence
to explain our mission to him, producing a dirty handkerchief tied on a stick as evidence. We were
stopped a few morémes after that; at one of these checks the Soviet sentry was curious to know
why | was still armed, but Przywara managed to explain that, too.

In the first clearing we came to we found one of the boys from Vilna, who was wounded. Zbik
stayed with himand Przywara and | went on. Finally we reached our men. Lieutenant Adam, the
secondin-command of the detachment, was wounded in the leg.

No one, of course, thought of surrendering. Straight away we started on our way out of the
woods. As was to be exgted, all the roads out of the forest were well guarded, and our march was
rendered even more difficult. It took us seven hours to cross less than three miles of swamp. We

took turns to carry Adam.

#6gee also KrajewskNa Zi e mi No5S@oMR. - dz ki ej ,
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I walked first, holding a thick and long stick in myrtta The bog was covered by a layer of ice
about an inch and a half thick, which gave way under our feet. With every step there was the
illusion that the ice would hold, and with every step
plunged into the icy och underneath. We got stuck up to a little above our knees on the average,
but at one time | was plunged up to my armpits, and my companions only just managed to pull me
out. Every fifty steps we stopped for a short rest. As we got more and more tirdisttrece
between rests was reduced to twenty steps, and then to ten.
With the exception of myself no one had eaten anything that day. Our clothing, soaked in the
mud, kept freezing. Whenever we stopped, we found after a minute that we could not bend ou
legs, as our trousers and underclothes had frozen solid. A sweetish stench exuded from the bog and
made me feel thoroughly sick. It was particularly obnoxious near streams and small rivulet. Dead
tired myself, | admired the untiring energy with whichouur se I rka tended Adamdés wound:
time we stopped. It was getting dark as we got to the end of the swamp: what a joy it was to put
oneds feet on really firm ground! But although the gro
We had come out of threvamp with hardly anything left of our boot, and with our clothing torn to
shreds. We could not follow the roads or paths as they were all held by the Soviets, and we had to
force our way through the undergrowth. Fortunately, while crossing a strip n§ysaplings, we
came upon some huts and shanties where a handful of people from thedutrhelt [i.e., the area
cleared by the Germans in the summer of 1943 during Operation Hérnh&uf] had made their
homes. These people, who up to a short time bdiad lived in their own houses on their own
land, now lived in indescribable misery, but nevertheless they shared with us all they had.
I't wasnodot until Il 6d had a rest and swallowed a few po
myself going to peces. Physically | had reached the limit of my endurance, and my mental state
was even worse than my physical. | thought of all my comrades taken prisoner, and wondered
whether they were still alive.
Before midnight we got to the first houses beyong ibarned belt, in a village called Brodek.
There we learned of the tragic fate which had befallen our first company, stationed at Derewno.
That morning they had been treacherously attacked by one of the Soviet brigades; and after some of
our men had taketo arms, ten of them were put against the wall and shot. The few who were
wounded were finished off, but not before they had been hideously tortured. Some were kicked to
death, others had their fingers and ears cut off. The rest, with Lieutenant Jaj flakos GNs i e ws Kk i
(AJaro)], were taken to the forest under escort.
A few days later we came upon Warrant Officer Noc, who had been out on a patrol with his
squadron, collecting those who had escaped from the Soviets.
The first news began to reach us frtime forest. Frolow [Frolov], a Soviet citizen married to a
Polish girl, who had earlier refused to join the Soviets and had remained with us, had been hanged.
The brothers Skrodzki had been killed in an appalling fashion. Their ears, cut off while tleey we
still alive, were fried, and men were forced to eat t
things, but they cannot be passed over in silence.
In the spring, after the snows had melted, -dafomposed bodies were often found in and
around thdorest, and families and friends recognised them for those of their dear ones. According

to unconfirmed reports half of our officers had been shot somewhere in the centre of the forest.
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And this was only % December 1943. The front line was till sofive hundred miles to the east,
while here the fight was being waged, not against the Gedmamsthey were not touchédbut
against the owners of the country, whose only fault was that they were Poles. And at the same time
[the Polish authorities in] Londo i nstructed by radio: AUnits of the Ho
themselves to the Sovietfrehti ne commander s. 0
After the lesson | received that fateful day | no longer bothered to obey these instructions, and |
know that | thereby earned the gratitudetted men under my command, who, being on the spot,

had a better opportunity of correctly assessing the situation than had the statesmen if¥ondon.

After the at t lattakon thare wadmeopeSstated wae keetween the Polish and Soviet
partisansn northeastern Polarfd® The Soviet partisans mounted formidable assaults opabgy armed
Polish partisans, targeting especially thoeds that had emerged from the remnants of the disarmed Polish

partisans, namelythe Fifth Brigade of the f4Home Army Division under the command bieutenant

Zygmunt Szendzielarmom de guerrédi Gu p adizlkwpashkao in Sovietendocument s
of t h e baSaticouhgertree command dfeutenantAd o | f P i | Z°m midiD&ember @943,
t wo weeks after the assaul't on the Stogpce battaliol

Duszkowo near Rak - w,partisans and suffeeed theavy loskeg. O leebruaey 2, 1944,

after a pitched battle with the Germans in Worziany that resulted in scores of casualties, the Fifth Brigade
ofthe 144 Home Army Division under the commandttacktd Zy gmun't
by the combined forces of the Gastello, Voroshilov and Rokossovsky Brigades near the village of
Radziuszé*® This attack, which is described in more detail later, occurred the day after the Poles had been

invited to a meeting with the Soviet leasleip?** Dismayed by their unsuccessful assault on the Polish

forces, the Soviet partisans vowed to wipe out the families of Home Army méfiberey took to

fipaci fyingo scores of Polish vil*ages suspected of st

Z7poland, Home ArmyThe Unseen and Silerit52i 58.
238Aswastobeexpected,theremrias of Mi gaszewskib6s uni t ret aliated agai ns
Boradyn, edAr mi a Kr ajowa na Nowogr  -dié¢2¥%Fhi e iSwWet e&Es dokymeine - vl
96, 98.

29 Boradyn, ed,Ar mi a Krajowa na Ne@ogpc:zyEag9g&a)dwvd25wi €tl e dokume
sowieckich,12. Some of these assaults, and Polish retaliatory strikes, are chronicled in Krajsaskiemi
No wo gr -58%3k,iardjBoradyniemeiirzeka niezgody201.

20\Wo gk on ©Ws Kiig, Wi | ku@éakiiZbrainejiAlhi Krajowej w latach 1989945, 161i 63, 206 207;

Boradyn, edAr mi a Krajowa na Nowogr - -di¢2%Fhi & SwiWel eEsdokyfmeine - w1
180; Henryk Piskunowicz, ﬁDziaQaInwlﬁthchkgmzriéjdfnac‘)A'rmi BoKeadjyaw
ed,Ar mi a Krajowa na Nowogr - diO4y58ni e i Wil eEGzczy¥Ffnie (1941
21 Brzozowskii Bur zao n
w pierwszej pog
Wil e E zaeZy Tnie, o

a Kred8chb5W@WschHedniy&hpPi skunowi cz, @ADziaga
owi eczlyFh4 er 0 k u n9y\ioplekzb puGEw g tkii St or yczne AR

24zBoradyn, fAnt yakowskie specjalne wydziagy i wywi ad baran

Polak,Zbr odni e NKWD na obszar ze vpolijejePaiskid)267,269%0sForrerathple, in h Rz eczyp

99



As historian Mich§ Gnat ows ki points out, in the majority of
aggressor; Poles engaged in sporadic retaliatory operations and shot back when fired at by Soviet partisans
in chance encountef&’ Gnatowski has argued compellingly thae tprincipal goal of the Soviet partisans
was not to fight the Germans, but to to seize control ofiteaand eliminate the Polish undergrouifd.

The net outcome was that this new batttent undermined the effectiveness of the Polish underground
struggk against the Germanglthough the Soviets themselveseated this state oéffairs Soviet
propaganda then exploited the situation by blaming the Polish underground and tarring them as Nazi
collaborators. The effects of this propaganda linger to thisrdaystorical writings, both pos$oviet and
Western most notably in Jewish historiography

Aware of the fate of ilequipped Polish partisangho were being hunted down ruthlessly by Soviet
partisans, the Germans attempted to turn this to theiargalge.In mid-December 1943,he German
gendarmerie in lwieniec proposedtemporaryceasefireto a Home Army unit under the command of
Lieutenant - z e f feotd Jlimexchainge foweapons No conditions were atttacheather than to
continue tocontinue to battlevith the Soviet partisans, whie thatpoint had become both realityanda
necessity given the Soviet actioffie Germans would d&e supplies of armand ammunitiorat lightly
staffed outposts and the Poles would then seize thgBince the Home Army did not receive military
supplies from the Home Army supreme command, it haattpire weaponsn its own both onthe black
market and from individual German soldiersThis informal arrangement allowed Poles to defend
themselves more effectively from relentless Soviet attathe.Germans believed that they would also
benefitfrom fighting between the Soviet and Polish partisas®oththe Sovietsand Polesvere lessikely
to attack German outposts. However, the Polish partisans never subordinated themselves to the Germans,
nor did theyparticipate in any joinmilitary operationswith the Germansgainstthe Soviet forces®*®
Moreover, as German reports make clearly two Polish unitss n t he No wo garticidagellin Di st ri ct
these dealinggAs mentioned earlierniaddition tos wi tha Germans also approachadutenant Adolf
Pilch (AGheadt)ead of t) Pdish Pdrtisagp aominued aat daray | out @ttacks on

January 1944, a reconnaissance group from the Chapaiev unit killed the family of an AK member in the village of
Zabrodzie near Iwieniec. There were many such incidents which took the lives of thousandisa$ civi
*Cchmielarz, foSojuszni k naszych sojuszni k- wympo§umosunek ZSH
hi storyczne fARok 184 na WileE&zczy¥Tnie, o

' GnatowsKki, ADokumenty o stosunku radzieckiegjnaki erowni ct
p - § n-wschodnich Kresach Rzeczypospolitej w latach 1949 4 8tudia Podlaskieno. 5 (1995): 214.

25\ chag Gnatowski, AKulisy radzieckich stara® oi ponowne w¢
1 9 4 &hudiadPodlaskieyol. 10 (20@): 62. See also the Soviet documents reproduced on piB@39

246 Boradyn, ed.,Ar mi a Krajowa na Nowogr- -dci9Fa)e wi SWi éelEszdokiunre
sowieckichl 00 n. 220; Boradyn, AStosunki ArmiizKfrijiewe)iz Baragyr
ed, Ar mi a Krajowa na Nowogr - dtlo4b)f iP5 26, 128 29WKrdjevSks NacZeemit ni e (119 4]
Nowo gr -13680;iBeradynNiemerirzeka niezgodyl, 73 81.

10C



German garrisonand other positions'’ Indeed such attacksvere more frequent than those carried mut
the Soviet partisang.he Germans eventually regretted having enterednagmtiationswith the Poles as
the Home Army managed to strengthen its positiorrelation tothe Germans, and ultimately the
arrangement caused more harm to@eeman sidehan the potential benefit they had hopedyain®*® As
mentioned earlier,hese dealingswhich were kept secretyere entered into witthe Germandy local
Home Army commanders without authorization from tHeme Army command In fact not fully
appreciagngt he predi cament of t he Ho metheNomarmy supremb e Nowogr
commandas well as the Polish government in exitndemned these arrangemewtsleath sentenceas
evenpassed against wi d a o n e omé Arrhykcoenmadnderswhich fddtunately was not carried
out?*
That individual units of the Polish underground occasionally accepted German overtures should not be
surprising given the repeated acts of treachery on the part of the Savidttherelentlesshunt for the
remnanto f t he Polish partisans after Bytheeendof 1948jthes wer e fi
Red Army approaching the borders of Poland and the Soviet partisans were rightly regarded as enemies
more dangerous than the retreating Germéns important to note thathesearrangementsvere not
broadbased butocal in nature and were undertakerout of necessityn response to Soviet aggression.
They constituted a tactigathortlived strategyentered intopurely for selfdefence with no political
dimension regarding Germd®olish relation$>® Moreover, theyprovided the Polish underground with an
opportunity to rebuild its strengtifterwards,Polish forcesn this area engagdtie Germani a pitched
battle for Wilno. The temporary ceasefiid na turn the Poles into political or ideological allies of the
Nazis, nor did it signify the type of collaboratitine Soviet Union and Nazi Germarmgngaged iropenly
from 1939 to 194,landthe Sovietscontinued to be guilty of throughout much of the wauaring the
Warsaw Upising of August 1944, the Soviet Union again becanue dactoally of Nazi Germany as
Soviet forces stood by idly -‘ntlepandentistimergedey ramgaaltrmt cr us h e c
the Soviets espoused in equal measure thighNazis.
It is an open question to what extent the conduct of the Soviet and Jewish partisans in this region
impacted on relations between Poles and Soviet and Jewish partisans in other parts Poland. News of the

assaults on Polish partisans in noatstern Poland soon spread to central Poland and further soured Polish

247 KrajewskiNa Zi e mi N 01&7088; rAliakkei kitvirg Akupsyia Belarusi (194i11944): Pytanni supratsivu

i kalabaratsyi(Minsk: Belaruski knihazbor, 2000), 152.

248Krajewski,Do pal ani 80. Kres: - w,

29 Krajewski,Na Zi emi N o018485.rSeedatstErdrean,Droga do Ostrej Bramy245, 25253. Erdman

describes soe of the shottived contacts with the Germans at pp. 235.Se e al s o ZK ul fwnie®Bcka , i Stogpec-
do Biagegostoku.

250 |sraeli historian Yitzhak Arad conced@®he AK-German arrangemenigere tactical, military amd local, with no
political dimension regarding Germd&ho | i s h SeelAad|n the Slkadodr dhe Red Banned,93.
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Soviet (as well as Polishewish) relation&>* How do the Jews who served with the Soviet partisans see

these same events? Their testimonies follow the overview of Jewish historiograthty pic.

Jewish Historiography
TraditionalJewish historiography has difficulty distancing itself from wartime Soviet propaganda, and is
generally oblivious to the fate of the Polekewish historians accuse the Polish underground of provoking
the quarrel with the Soviets and, especially, targeting Jewish partidérether because of the actions of
local commandrsor f ol |l owing HfAorder so f r othePolithenddrouhdis h govern
blamed for the bad relations with the Soviet zairis. Rarely, if ever, do Jewish historians refer to Soviet
archival materials that discredit this interpretation. Jewish nationalist historians even justify the massacre of
Polish partisans in which Jews took part.
Without offering any evidence of thexistence of such an order, Shalom Cholawski, a former partisan

turned historian, claims in typical fashion:

In the beginning of September 1943, Polish units received orders to hit Russian and Jewish partisan
units. We were now waging war against the Paad the Germans, and it was not long before
fighters in our brigade had an encounter with the new enemy. Harkavi and his group, while on an
operation [ most | & K.PJ]irythedaliboki eegiannwenm attacked byradand

of ar med HReaéws of.the éattld and the Polish betrayal spread quickly through the
Naliboki forests>?

The assessment proffered by Israeli historian Dov Levin, also a former partisan, is rather similar:

As the front approached Lithuania, the hostile activity of Redish underground forces, which

were connected with the Polish governmiengéxile in London and were known as the AKrihia

Krajowa) , increased sharply. In that area, the AK was nic
aims was to take control of thelva area [i.e., the prewar Polish province of Wanbl.P] after

the Germansdé retreat, in order dé tactothe Padisthe a situation
annexation [sic] of the area after the war. Despite attempts to negotiate [sic] with theoiethia P

eastern Lithuania became dangerous and cruel adversaries of Soviet partisans in general, and of the

Jews among them in particufa?.

1 goviet sources from April 1944 indicate that this matter was reportsdairs z , a3 ghtirsbased publication. See

Boradyn, Niemerirzeka niezgody169. A flyer issued by the Stronnictwo Narodowe (National Party) in the

Sandomierd i stri ct in 1944, in response to propaganda di ssemin;
referred to the December 1943 assault on Polish partisans in Naliboki forest. See Chodakigméaablicze GIAL i

PPR,vol. 3, 144.

%2 ghalom Cholawsk Soldiers from the Ghet{®an Diego: A.S. Barnes & Company, 1980), 162.

23| evin, Fighting Back,182.
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Shmuel Krakowski, a specialist on partisan affairs at Yad Vashem, takes an even more strident view,

purveying baeless claims that are in keeping with the crudest form of Soviet wartime propaganda.

The main Polish underground forces, subordinated to the Delegatura [i.e., the civilian
administration of the Home Delegate of the Polish government indeMl®] and spported by

the rightwing groups [i.e., virtually everyone but the Communist fringe], strove to ensure the
reestablishment of Poland in its prewar eastern frontiers. To reach this goal, a bitter stasgygle

launched against Soviet partisansn  t h &* east &

Other academicd such as Yehuda Bayewho doesso ad nauseanin a recent study attribute the

problemlargelyto endemic Polish aniemitism
Polish nationali st guerrilla§55in the north engaged in

after a while the Polish AK establied its underground organization there, and the AK was against
Jews and actively killed them é For the Jews, the Sovi
and they fought with the Soviets against the AK. Polish-&ethitism and the political sition
combined to make bitter enmity between the AK and the Jews.
€ s o -White Poted, members of AK detachments, regularly disarmed and murdered Jews in

the forests of western Belorussia and the Vilno [Wilno] reé?gn.

the #fAoffi ci ahdergrdumd] thesohe céhoectedsnith the Polish governimentle,
was motivated both by political considerations and also by virulenrSamitism, which expressed

itself, especially in 19431944, in murderous attacks by Polish guerilla units agaimm.zj’é

®gee Shmuel Krakowski , AiThe Attitude of the Polish Undergr
War , 0 in Joshua Cbnested Memores: Maes and deds during the Holocaust and Its Aftermath

(New Brunswick, New Jersey and London: Rutgers University Press, 2003), 103. For good measure, Krakowski takes
Polish authors to task for theiely, theunpsp ofsapolbgetic aviitingoisnaa |l i st i c
serious obstacle to understanding the complicated probl ems

partisans, Nechama Tec acknowl edges her igdeledtotShhdled t o Kr ako
Krakowski, chief archivist at Yad Vashem, who, from the beginning, urged me to conduct this study. For years

Krakowski had been supplying me with important advice, information, and documents. He also carefully read the entire
bookand 6 f er ed val uabl e Deflantexeinit.s .Kr akeoewsTkea cd,s mar k i s quite evi
Home Army and its relations with the Soviet partisans.

25 Bauer, The Death of the Shtefl, 2 . Bauer s | ack of expehetfalaving stattmenthi s ar e a
found at -Poviet RoBsB partisafunits existed as well, and they, too, were allowed to exist asatjoasil

groups. More than 2,000 fighters operated in the negstern area of the kresy near Vilno [Wilno] as memioérs

such a group, and another four such groups operated in nor
in Volhynia because of the belated formation of the Home Army in that area and the immediate need déersmf

from Ukrainian nabnalist partisans, there was no such group operating in the Wilno area.

256 Bauer,The Death of the Shtefl13 14.

257 Bauer,The Death of the Shtefl55.
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In the Belorussian areas, the official Polish underground of the Armia Krajowa murdered Jews,
especially in the | atter stages of the war. This was b
the Soviets, and the Jews fought in the Soviet unitstHauspecial venom with which Jews were

sought out to be killed shows the desgated Polish arSemitism in these ared®

Leonid Smilovitsky, ane mi dron®the former Soviet Union, belongs to the new wave of Israeli
historians who maintain that thack of access to Soviet archives did not enable scholars in the West to
write objectively about what transpired in fiWestern
to accomplish this long overdue task. However, the conclusions he arridesnat differ substantially
from the ones noted above. In his view, the Poles were clearly the culprits and responsible for the
worsening relations between the Soviet and Polish partisans. Smilovitsky ignores pivotal events such the
massacre of some 130@IEs in Naliboki in May 1943. He attributes the hostilities in the area to the actions
of the Polish government in exile who, allegedly, unilaterally declared the USSR to be the enemy of Poland
after the breakdown in diplomatic relations between the twmicies in the wake of the discovery of the
mass graves of Polish officers in Katyn. Without providing any meaningful chronolgy, Smilovitsky alleges
t hat Pol i sh partisans fiterrorized?o t he civilian p o |
fatirbiesd against t he ASemitasptdey meathedichlly guedersd Jews. ¢nifagtpits ant i
was Stalin who broke off diplomatic relations with the Polish government in exile in April 1943.
Henceforth, Soviet partisan propaganda dubbed thehF@lime Mi ni st er Gener al Wgadysga
policy as #dAcriminal and hostile to the people. o Acco
Pol i sh Legionari es [the Home Ar my] as the prot®g®s

pervadd the military correspondence as wél.,.Sovi et commander wrote about it

Fat herl and: the German occupiers and their Polish |
Afhostil e t owaandalle§edlynclwddfi potwverio@sici sts. 0 A top secret
procl ai med: APol es fighting against the [ Soviet] par

peopl e. 0 408643, the rBeviet Dartisan leadership authoriteslderunciation ofthe Polish

undergomd t o t he Nazi s. Later, orders went out to fishoo
di ssolirvewnitthse. On December 5, 1943, it was resolved
commence the cleansing of the area from the White Pblishnds ¢é The band, especi al

|l andl ords, and settlers, are to K2&Feignmgftiendstputhe no one
Soviets lured at least two sizable Polish partisan detachments to their destruction. At first tisewryies
reconciliation. Later, they fought back. By fall 1943, a-fiedged local SoviePolish war raged in the
northeastern Borderlands.
In a display of unseemly chauvinism unworthy of a serious scholar, Smilovitsky claims that the Soviet

partisansismpl y fAborrowed the fighting methods of their e

258 Bauer,The Death of the Shtefl68.

Musial,Sowj eti sche Par t il22al34144, 22728, ¥83,i2%D51u C1 an d ,
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Adi sarmingo of Polish partisans of Burzy@&ski and Mi J:
the Soviets actually murderremkd®c arnads sdaft unhese t ke m
context, as justified retali at $upremeconimandanditsiosaks t he fie
representatives of cooperating with the Nazis again
chargesthe®! i sh underground with displaying fAgreat cruelt
sympathizing with the Soviet partisans. According to Smilovitsky, when the Polish side finally came to its
senses and expressed an ti mine mtnido nt ofi tnoo vab atnodwanr dc oi nnftre
Sovi et partisans, i t wa-Semitismowas vwadespread dmomgdHe dighters df o ad d,
Armia Krajowa and of the grouping National Ar med For
area. According to Smilovitskyods si-pVi ettt Oadleyynme mtad i ve
were persecufed and killed. o

If that was the entire story, however, one would be-paedsed to account for rescue efforts on behalf of
Jews undeaken by members of the Polish underground. The following biographies simply do not fit the
stereotypical mould pushed by Holocaust historians. The Perewoski faaamiyWilno took refuge in an

area |l ocated between t he t oszhkowiceonéar tlerpredae RoliSbvietr Hor od e k
border. A number of Poles who were declared to be Righteous Gentiles by Yad Vemthasing Home
Army members and the local priest, came to their assistance. One of them, Tadeusz Korsak, an organizer

and senior metbrer of the Polish underground, was executed by the Chkalov Brigade on October *1943.

When war broke out, Shmuel and Dora Perewoski were living in Vilna [Wilno] with their two small
children, Eli (Leszek) (b. 1935) and Celina (b. 1939). The family ovenkanber business. After
the first wave of killings, Shmuel realized the hopelessness of the situation and in early 1942
decided to smuggle his family out of the ghetto. Tadeusz Korsak, a prewar business acquaintance,
offered to help. The first to be takeut of the ghetto was Eli. Shmuel, who was employed in forced
labor outside the ghetto, took his son out of the ghetto Within the morning, concealinhim
among the Iines of Jews marching to tlJlhwwas wor k pl ace.
waiting at a preappointed place on the street, and took Eli to a temporary hiding place. Soon his
mother and sister joined him. Then the nanny tookithea horsel r awn cart t o Korsakds home
the village of Balcery (today in Belarus). Sometime later, Shmuel escaped from the ghetto and
arrived in Balcery. The reunited family lived in the basement of the Korsak home under the guise of
a Polish family. Young Eli even serveith the local church as altar bdyrobablytoRe v. St ani sgaw
Budni k, the ®MB]tor of Gr - -dek
The danger for both familiésthe Jews iad their rescuefs was very high. In addition to possibly
being detected by the Germans, they were threatened by the pervasive enmity between ethnic

groups in the gion as well as political struggles between the Polish national underground and the

26°Smilovitskii, Katastrofa evreev v Belorussii 1941944 gg.129 46.

261 Boradyn,Niemefirzeka niezgodyl44.
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Sovietoriented partisans. One day in the summer of 1943, Shmuel was captured by Soviet
partisans. The following day his body was found in the fields, riddled with bullggkt-yearold

Eli, his mother and Tadeusz Korsak identified the body and secretly buried it. Many years later, Eli
tried in vain to relocate the burial place.

Locals began to grow more and more suspicious of the family living with the Korsaks,eand th
situation became very precarious. Eli and Dora escaped to the forests and joined the partisans.
Threeyearold Celina stayed with the Korsaks, who promised to take good care of her until the war
was over. However, the Korsak family, too, fell victim ke tturbulent time. A few months after

the death of Shmuel Perewoski, Tadeusz Korsak and his two daughters were also murdered by

Soviet partisans. Wjgadysgawa, who had |l ost her entire
Jan and Mar i a Mi ¢ h a g emafl kilage ofwlerozolifnka.vAdtlbugh the t h e
Mi chagowskis had five children of their own, they took

when her mother and brother came to collect3ér.

The fate of-Wikaesekeasnativelpb\§aisgrawh | i ved i,meaSBa@ripwicee, c z e
during the occupat i o-Wrzosidelswae qliaisoh officer foraHe Home grmy Mitho § i g a
carried messages between Home Army units stationed in Naliboki forest and the Soviet partisans. Before
theligudati on of the ghetto in StoJowicze she was entrus
whose parents al so h-Wizdszldalsd tool ma Waishgid mamed Zitadvhiognas
hidden in a barn, but her presence was detected and d#executed by an S8an who came for her
with two Belorussi an p o-Wizasek wasnsparedMwheraheuyoung dalghter Do g n g @
threw herself on her mother to protect her from being shot. Young Rysiek survived the ordeal, hidden in the
family house. He was joined by an abandoned, seweithsold Jewish baby who was found in a field.

This child al so sWroszek was cecognizezl postaumoushybDas g Rigitaous Gentile by
Yad Vashem. She too fell afoul of the Soviet partisanhad§ adeusz Korsaknd many other PoleShey
denounced her to the Germans in March 1944. She was artegttterwith six other Home Army
members and i mpr i ,swhareestde wamntortiredaddisslases herounderground network.
Because the Germamgere then in retreat, she managed to survive, only to be rearrested by the NKVD for
allegedly collaborating with the Germans. After being interrogated for several months she was released in a
very poor state of health and died soon &ftér.

The memoiro f Pol a Wawer (n®e Komaj), a Jewish doctor fro
from many Poles, including members of the Home Army, in the Wilno area where she and her mother
survived the war. While resi candWpjciecmPogmeiskiwhamerg ( Gi r vi r

both doctors and active in the Home Army, protection was extended to her by Franciszek Burdynowski, the

262 Korsak Family, The Righteous Database, Yad Vashem, Internet:

<http://db.yadvashem.org/righteous/family.html?langren&itemld=620240%.
®pl eksander Pruszy@®ski dwtWoaa@g m Gomieclississargn)r BeceaiedlB, u S
2007 (Part 33), and Decemberi 20, 2007 (Part 34). See also Gutman and BedAther Encyclopedia of the Righteous
Among he Nationsyol. 4: Poland,Part One, 182 (Dolengé&/rzoszek).
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Home Army organizer in the Wicjakhmemefacoarszthe(Pbgoreetskisg a ) regi
were honouredyYad Vashen?®® Another local Home Army Commmander who sheltered and protected

Jews was Bronisgaw KrzyUanowski. He® ™ aowas Helersa recogni
Sztutkowska of Wilno, dawyer andactive member of the Home Army who used her adstéo obtain

false documents and shelters for Jews in the countr§fSide.

Emanuel a and Stanisgaw Cunge, natives of G-d¥F who t
and converted to Catholicism, p a s moggdnieaThey Risedas i n t he
the company of many friendly and helpful Polish and Belorussian landowners, professionals and Catholic
priests who were supporters of the Home Army. Although some of these people knew of their Jewish
background and others suspectedthe Cunges did not encounter any &gimitism. When friends of
theirs, the Holcmans, who were sheltered by Polish landowners near Oszmiana, were denounced to the
Germans, the Home Army passed a death sentence on the denouncer and executed hina EnGanuelg e 6 s
life was also threatened, though not by Poles but by Soviet partisans who robbed and set fire to the estate of
the Mierzejewski family in Ruskie Siogo where she wa
landlord and a Soviet prisonef war who worked there, the partisans wanted to kill Emanuela Cunge,
whom they mistook for the Il andlordés wife who happen
with her assailantshe and her childvere sparedtiie partisan firechis gun into theair to avoid the
suspicion of his fellow partisapamong them a womabut were left in the burning manor and narrowly
escaped death. Soviet partisans also robbed an estedarlyy Tupalszczyzna where Emanuela Cunge was
to rlocate, k i ICungenngentidhs theadaring aBdj succesdfuh Home Army assault on the
German gendarmes and Belorussian pdlice t o d dicenfirks thataBelorussians of the Orthodox
faith who sheltered her willingly joined the Polish Home Arffiy.

Indeed, if one were to ralyas most Holocaust historiansaexclusively on Jewish anecdotal literature
such as the accounts set out below, which are highly selective and succumb to denial, |drm ieft

with a terribly skewed picture of Poliskewish relations.

24pola WawerPoza gettem i obozefWarsaw: Volumen, 1993), especially at ppi 80 O ; Mi c hakgs iGrgyanber g,

sprawiedliwych(Warsaw: Wydawnictwo Naukowe PWN, 1993), #23; Gutman and Bendefhe Encyclopedia of
the Righteous Among the Natiows|. 5: Poland,Part 2, 62627.

265 Gutman and BendeiThe Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natienis,4: Poland, Part 1, 41112.

Bronisgaw KrzyUanowski and h il hewsoh BeevHas lwellras hersrélatiies Sofi ed Gut a
Rachel and Gegory Baran. For additional examples of assistance provided to Jews by members of the Home Army see
Krajewski,Na Zi e mi No3®ogr -dzkiej,

%6 5ytman and BendeThe Encyclopedia of the Righteoundng the Nationgjol. 5: Poland,Part 2, 79894.

%7 Emanuela CungéJciec przed Holocaustefn G- d ¥ : Of i cyna Bi307 espetidlly 27&d, 2391 997 ) , 182
247, 253, 261, 274, 282, 29O 2 , 302. After t he iliberationd the Cunges 0
became part of the privileged Soviet elite who had access to goods niyt agadable to the general population. Ibid.,

305 307.
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At first, recalled Jacob Greenstein, AKrmia Krajowa] partisans in the Naliboki Forest were
willing to work side by side with Jewish and Soviet fighters. Then, in December, 1943l¢w®

received an order from London fAto Y%t rid of the Red p

The Polish partisans were all the time our allies until the Soviets started winning and moving
towards the former Pol i sh b anrddkeowisg, from bxpeyiensei dndét want th
once they stepped in they would seldom leave. Well, they decided, first of all, to wage a war

against the Jewish parti®ans. What else? Logical, wasnhn

Soon we were faced with a plague of White Pélabat was the worswf all the plagues. They

announced total war and destruction on the Bolshevik and Soviet partisans and upon all Jews. A

Jew who fell into the hands of the White Poles never |
The White Poles were very well armed. Their ammunittame by plane from abroad [sic].

Behind them were the English in London. e Al the Pol

Byelorussians (White Russians) there were farmers who prefarred [sic] Poles to Rii8sians.

In June of 1943, fourteen thousand Polifficers were found slain in the forests of Katyn, near
Smolensk. They were soldiérgrained officerd captured by the Russians in 1939, isolated in
camps. In June of 1941, they were recaptured in the German Blitz offensive. All of them had been
shot in theback of the head, their hands bound with wire, @adman arms and bullets were found

in their graves and bodies. So reported the International Red €ross.

Even more analytical Holocaust scholarship does not depart markedly from the accepted schema.
Ameri can sociologi st Nechama Tec, for exampl e, repeat
area received orders to wage war on Soviet and Jewish partisans. Specifically, she lays blame on a group of
officers, some of whom were allegedly Faist sent by the Polish government
to undermine and contain the Soviet powRussiann this a
equilibrium.od She alleges, without of fideraftackopg pr oo f t
Jews: fAWhite Poles wer e ?arkeserclargdsdave fouadstheisviapiota viorky t ar ge't

%8 Based on a Yad Vashem deposition cited in Allan Levihgitives of the Forest: The Heroic Story of Jewish

Resistance and Survival during the Second World (Mamonto: Stoddart, 1998), 191.

269Rubin,AgainsttheTidel42. Sulia Wolozhinski Rubin from Nowogr - -dek wa

OpAccount of Zussya Dol sky, a me mber Antholdghom Arin&irJgnesm i Keyser
Resistance, 1939945,vol. 4 (1991), 447.

271 yehuda AdelmanHeroes Without Medal@New York: Vantage Press, 1983), viii. The author, a native of Horodek
and member of the Soviet partisans, was employed by Smersh as a-odetiigence officer.

272 Tec, Defiance, 1511 53; Nechama Tec, n  t h e Det: iTlenLdesof Oswald Rufeis¢New York: Oxford
University Press, 1990), 1823. Tec is correct, however, when she writes that what particularly irked the Soviet
underground was the arrival of emissaries and trained professional officers (paratreepetsy the Home Army
supreme command. See Krajewdkgerzeniowe Bataliony Kadrowe 194®44,381 83. These contacts were, for the
Soviets, a sign of the lack of subordination of the Polish partisans, and this they could not tolerate. But it was merely a
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of nonJewish historians who rely on Jewish sources uncritically, with scant, if any, regard for Polish and
Soviet source$”

This intepretation simply overlooks a mass of crucial evidence to the contrary and treats Soviet wartime

policies with respect to the P&%imsed itis supasingithat ineutr al
such views, which are onemi etdthe abethdbendbfnt haet &ot
being put forwardbyni st ori ans (and others), to the detriment of

have been amply exposed. As British historian Norman Davies argues compellingly,

pretext, and Polish actions had little to do with disturbing the Sévietl i sh fAequil i brium, d which t
intended to respect in any event, since the course of those relations was alreflgamast. Gnat ows ki , fAKontrow
konflikty imKnidzyad@iiZzec ki m p ewdchodmicimzieniachiPalskipvlatachdedi®at 4, 0

in Liedke, Sadowska and Tyrkowslkyanice i pograniczayol. 2, 188 89; BoradynNiemerirzeka niezgodyl51, 155

n.240. Notwithstanding, seemingly friendly relations between the Polish and Soviet partisans continued. The latter were

invited to the Polish Independence Day celebrations in Derewno (Derewna) on Novermber 11, 1943, with which they

were visibly displeased. 8&oland, Home ArmyThe Unseen and Silerit,5 2 ; Pol skie Sigy Zbrojne, /
Drogi cichociemnych142 However, it was the publication in the bulletin of the Home Army district command of

information about the discovery of the mass graves of Polish officers in Katyn, which had resthtedreaking of

diplomatic relations between the Soviet Union and the Polish government in London, that particularly incensed the
Soviet partisan command when a copy ofOktrhiieg bWilllee@Esikni fZewilN zi
Walki Zbrojng Armii Krajowej w latach 19301945,126. Additionally, there was a history of conflict stemming from

the continuous plundering of local villages by Soviet partisans, which resulted in interventions by Polish units from

time to time. Forasummary ofsomef t hese activities see Bohdan Urbankowski,
iNEncykl opedi a fioBi,2%yAcdordifyltcaSovdet sources, some Soviet partisans (intruders) were

killed by Polish partisans. See Smilovitsidiatastrofa evreev v Belorussii 19411944 gg.,139.

23 Both American historian Martin Dean and Gerntan st or i an Bernhard Chi ar i , for examy
interpretation in their rather superficial treatment of the topic which scarcely acknowledges Polish sources. See Dean,
Collaboration in the Holocaust,43 44; Chiari,Alltag hinter der Front283 84. Belorussian historians still generally

adhere to the traditional Soviet point of view but attempt to put a Belorussian spin on the Soviet partisan movement in

that area. See Viktor I. Ermolovich and Sergei V. Zhu®gnem i mechom: Khronika potgho natsionalisticheskogo

podpolia v Belorussii (1939953 gg.) (Minsk: Belorusskii nauchnsledovatelskii tsentr dokumentovedeniia,
arkheografidi i arkhivnogo del a, 1994), 33; Il van P. Krend,
Wei Cr uss sdluadn dwei Crussi scher Si c htChiarVEe psinische Hematareme&850r t s be st i mr
98. See also the rebuttal by Sigizmund P. Borodin (Zygmunt
Publizistik und die Heimatarmee indenddr st | i chen Gebi eten der Republik Polen 1
5996 16 ; and t he overvi ews by Kazi mi er z Krajewski, ADer
Nationalit2tenkonfl i kteill®md, polimi § diB4hmV eprghdPatontiys sNb GUBO®BsKk i ,
nationale Frage i m Wi | h34 RecentlyRussian nationalist bistodans h@ve revivadthepld 6 1 7

Soviet stereotypes with a vengeance depicting the Polish underground as a negligbéraati force thatosnehow

managed to murder more Soviets and Belorussians than the Nazis. See, for example, Elena Viktorovna lakovleva,

Polsha protiv SSSR 193050( Mo s c o w: l zdatel skii d o mi 961 X mioohitg af Jiberd 0 0 7 ) esp
Russian historians rejectdbe primitive views. See, for example, Boris Sokokkupatsiia: Prawdy i miffMoscow:

Izd. AstPress Kniga, 2002).

27 This interpretation conveniently ignores salient facts such as the following: the Polish government in exile, and
consequently the HoenArmy supreme command, continued to advocate cooperation with the Soviet partisans and
Polish partisan units repeatedly attempted to come to an agreement with the Soviet partisans operating in the Wilno and
Nowogr -dek regions; tsiee dir&tivesialectdy in daauhrg 1943haimed ah theddestrustion of

any independent Polish underground movement; the Soviet partisans carried out treacherous massacres of the Polish

underground in Naliboki in May ¥ @®és?inAugudt 1BIB (neither@swhichd s parti s
Tec and likemi nded authors care to mention); finally, Sovi et par
operations against the civilian popul ati ©werepMparecdtov er , Tecd

share power in this area, but as Zygmunt Boradyn argues compellingly in his\&malgii rzeka niezgodywhich is

based largely on Soviet archival documents, they were not. The charge, found in Soviet reports from this time, that the

Poi sh underground was planning an assault on the Soviet par
dated October 15, 1943, in Boradyn, &r, mi a Kr aj owa na Nowogr - dO43y5¥.ni e i Wil e Es z
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One has d remember that the Soviet Union under Stalin had adopted a stance of extreme,

formalized hostility towards everything outside its borders or beyond its control. Unless instructed

otherwise, all Soviet organizations routinely treated all foreigners, imgugroCommunist

sympathizers, as suspects or enemies. They routinely arrested and eliminated any Soviet citizens,

including prisoners of war, who had been abroad without permission or had been in unauthorized

contact with norSoviet persons. In this seat o f affairs, which was well known
neighbours, there was no possibility whatsoever that the Polish Underground could have reached a

modus vivendi with the Soviet Army of its own accéfd.

Remarkably, two decades after the release of Savadtival documentghat clearly show thabn June
22, 1943 General Ponomarenko ordered the subversion of the Polish undergialowled bythe August
24,113 assault on Bu,which@scardinicF epdaorrt i Maarnk ouvn@siledin el d r epo
the execution ofthe Polish delegation armbme80 Polish partans,Israeli historian Sara Bendearlying
exclusively on Jewish testimoniespntinues to propagate ttencote@ and thoroughly discreditéd
Stalinist narrativethat blames the Polish ictims for their own fate byinstigatingthe conflict. (Bender
advances theoncocted claim that the Poles were planning a hostile operation against the Soviet partisan
headquarterssomething that would have been in violation of the instructions of theeHArmy
headquarters not to enter into a conflict with the S
unit was entirely consistent with earlier instructions of the Soviet partisan command to eliminate the Polish
partisang. She does, howevecpnfirm the participation of the JewishR e v e detgalrdentNekamain

Hebrew,MesSin Russiafin the assaulbn BurzyEs i 6 s det achment

In September 194fghters of the Neqama Battalion took part in an organized operation against the

AWhite Poles. 0 Markov decided to undertake the operat
Krajowad Army of the Homeland, the underground in occupied Poland) forces, with which he had

signed a cooperation agreement, were in contact with the Polish govetinregiie in London and

were planning a hostileperation against the headquarters of the Belarusiggade. Markov

invited the AK staff to a meeting at his headquarters, and meanwhile summoned partisan fighters of

the units under his command, including Jewish fighters of the [Jewish] Neqama Batthdimm

arrival at the headquarters, the AK men weisarmed and returned to their base accompanied by

Sovi et commander s. The AK base was surrounded, and as

apprehended the AK men and executed 15 of the command'Staff.

As Bender goes on talemonstrate the now defunct Soviet (Stalinist) narrative about the Polish

®pavies,Ri s i n6ge6. 6 4 4,

%Sara Bender, fdLife Stories as Testament and Memorial: The

Jewi sh Partisan Unit Operating Duri ng East&urdpean dewich Wor | d War
Affairs,vol. 42, no. 1 (April 2012 1i 24, here at 10.
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undergroundtonverges witlihe Jewish nationalist narrative:

The majority ofPolish fighters were attached to Russian platoons, but over time they escaped and
formed platoons of their own, which fought agaitlse Russian partisans, murdered Jewish

partisans and collaborated with the Gernfahs.

The longevity and prevalence of this ethmationalist narrative in Jewish historiograplhy truly
remarkable.A backgrounder to th@ewish Partisasin Belarus1941 1944 databasestates:

Jews face extreme dangers from the Polish partisan detachments that operated in Western Belarus.
The Polish home army (AK and NSZ) were militant nationalists and anti Sénatsaults

beatings, robberies and murders of Jews were comffion

Unfortunately, Jewish historiography has been unable to come to terms with the harsh reality of the close
association oflews withthe Soviet partisansvho declaed war on the Polish undergroundthe most
moderateand informedpositionis found in he recent writingof Israeli historianYitzhak Arad. InThe
Holocaust in the Soviet Uniof2009) Ar ad 6 s isitid mthanmuddledas heconflates the earlier

conflict between the Soviet and Polish partisans thighlater operai o n .diABad writes:

Following the discovery of the murder of thousands of Polish officers in Bagnwhich the
Germans accused the Soviet Union (an accusation which later turned out to delipleehatic

relation were severed between the Polish governinesxile and the Soviet Union. With the
approach of the Soviet army to the {8eptember 1939 Polish borders, the Polish governriment

exile decided to take control of the areas of former eastern Poland. This operation was coined
AiBuzhao [ Bur z aldinessantalaghps batwedn the s\ki and Soviet partisans in the

forests and rural areas of west Belorué§la.

Ar a 80aGstudyin the Shadow of the R&hnnef®® represents significanimprovement on the sorry
state of Jewish historiography regarding ttonflict between Soviet and Polish partisafie.recognizes,
implicitly at leastat one pointthat in the struggle between the Soviet and Polish partisans, Jews fell

primarily as combatants on the side of the Soviets, and not as victims-8eanitism

2771hid., 20 n.54.

278 Jewish Partisans in Belarus 194111944 Introduction by  Jenni Buch, Internet:
<http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/holocaust/0218_Belarus_partisars.Asnpointed out earlier, there were no
NSZ forces in this age but historical accuracy is not a strong point of the Jewish narrative.

279Arad,The Holocaust in the Soviet Unid81, n.6.

280 vijtzhak Arad,In the Shadow of the Red Banner: Soviet Jews in the War against Nazi Géderasglem and New

York: Gefen, h association with Yad Vashem, The International Institute for Holocaust Reseach, 2010

111



Soviet partisans and the AK fought one another, and neither avoided murdering civilians suspected
of supporting the other side. As part of the Soviet partisans, the Jewish partisans fEatticipa
clashes with the AK and also sustained losses inattieg?®!

Arad is the first Jewish historiamho makes a serious effort, albeit belatedty, considesomeof the Polish
historical writings on this subjecivhich set outecently released Soviet archival documents on the genesis
of the conflict. (Arad has not actually done research in those archives himsédfgever, tlis study
exhibits serious shortcomings, such as omissions of important events and selective treatment of certain
issues, in addition to its somewhat incoherent presentation of how tH&tcbetween the Soviets and
Pol i sh fnuafeldecanal i st so

Arad misses two opportunities to point out that it was the Soviet Unionuthidterally severed
diplomatic relations with the Polish governmémtexile in the wake of the exposure of thatyn massacre
in April 1943 Arad doescite thecircular issued byhe Central Committee of the Belorussian Communist
Partyon June 2, 1943 which nstrucedthe Soviet partisan leadershipn t h @¢o useiewety cheasure
possible againstthe bourgeainationalist Polish units and groufig®> However, heindicates that the
Soviet partisan leadersh{Chernyshev)waited patiently untiDecemberl, 1943to act on tbse orders
after some Jewish partisawho were robbing villagers in Dulki faced aggressn from Polish partisans.
Arad thus overlookgivotal events that transpired in Narocz forest alreadyAugust 26, 1943, when
Markovfidi sar medd Bur zy Es k iObpartisgna in the grecesm which the Jewishl | i ng 8
fiRevenge (Mesy detachmentook part Nor does hacknowledgehe actualextent of thecasualties of the
Decemberl, 1943assaultdelayed because of Operatioarbhann whichtook the lives of about 50 Polish
partisansSuch omissions are really inexcusable, either for a historidor a former partisan who served
under Markov (as Arad did)\hile notingtwo attacks on Jewish maraudéfsArad avoids mentioring
Aprobl emat itheomassacre fame 130Folksan Naliboki on May 8, 1943 or the massacre of
some 40 Poles irhe village of Koniuchyon January 29, 1944 he former involved some Jewish partisan
from Naliboki forest, whereas tHatter was perpetrateth large partby Jewishpartisansfrom Rudniki
forest.In short, we are presented with a Jewish nationalist petrgpevith a decidedly pr&oviet bias.

American historiad 0 s hua Zi treamennodth PolshJewish relationén northeastern Polan
in his 2015 studyThe Polish Underground and the Jews, 1igB®5% is particularly problematiceven

shoddy. Albeit uneven,Zi mmer man o6 s s tawmdrked imgqvemers evettie susualJewish

281 Arad, In the Shadow of the Red Banr291. Arad gives a different perspective, however, at pp. 193 and 342.

282 Arad, In the Shadow of the Red Banng®3. These ocuments were published in Polish in 1994 and in English in
1998.

283 Arad, Inthe Shadow of the Red Bann291.

24 jJoshua D. Zimmermarhe Polish Underground and the Jews, 19385 (New York: Cambridge University

Press, 2015)While labeling parts of Zmmer mandéds schol arship as fishoddyo may
respectful that his outright dismissal of i mportant sch
historians. This matter is addressed in the following footnote

s e
ol a
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narrativepresented byationalist historiansuch asReuben Ainsztein and Shmuel KrakowsEome parts
of the bookd such aghe presence afewsin Home Army units andhe assistancerovided to Jews by the
Home Army and its individual embers( t h e H aesauestary stand®uf)d areindeedeyeopening
for Englishspeakingreaders Generally,Zimmerman strives to take a nuanced approaith regard toa
number of contenbus matters. btably, he discardan oftenrepeated clainthat has become a staple of
Holocaust historiography, namely, that GeneFadeuszKomorowski ( A B ; thed gommander of the
Home Army, issued an orddwhich Jewish sources misidentiffistructing Home Army membergo
liquidate Jewish partisans and forest groups. Cithigtorians Stanislaus Blejwas and John Lowell
Armstrong Zimmerman acknowledges th@trder 116 of September 15, 1948 banditrydid no such

thing; in fact it did not even mentionelvs. (There is more o®rder 116in Part Three of this study

Unfortunately, as we shall see, Zimmerman revives this dlairlationtot he Nowogr - dek Di stri

Home Army

Although Zimmerman canvases a large body of archival documents and pocates much new
information not found in the omsided EnglisHanguage literature onhis topic, one of the main
shortomings ofhis book isthe selective use of source$his, in turn, leadsZimmermanto overlook or
ignore important facts and eventha undermine hidfindings andconclusions While decrying Polish

Anati onal iwhdsérespedtissxmentidge agreater than hiswn, and using that pretext to dismiss

their important scholarshifi® Zimmermanassuresis readershathe is undertakip a fcomprehensi ve

285 Of the four major Polish scholars on the Home Army and Soviet partisans in this area, Zimmerman refers to

Zygmunt Boradyn and Kazimierz Krajewski very selectively,

WogkonowsKki a n dOth&rangpartan histdniessi Zengherman ignores are Marek Wierzbicki, Marek Jan
Chodaki ewi cz, Piotr Gontarczyk, Tadeusz Piotrowski

1945,7 n.31 These scholars are acknowledged experts in their figldss review invad Vashem Gdies(vol. 38, no.

2), I srael hi storian Yeh uSdvgetisBhe Patisanan:éMytbog und Wiekkchikdibu smaas té s

i mportant contributiono to the hi st-dewgh partisan tretagonsvina r , t
Belorussa. Wierzbicki has published iRolin and in collective volume edited by Timothy Snydehodakieiwicz does

not fit this mauld as his views are best described as classical or even paleoconseardatiie is quite critical of
ethnonationalismJoanna Michic herself espouses a Jewish ethnonationalist agandaZimmerman eveexposs her

, and
Joanna Michlicbs categorizatioao) oMuMaa@k TamaLholtaki ewh @ Z 2
Wi erzbicki as finational i st s o0 iThePplahUndegroundand tlye Jeivs, 498% i et i ng.

c

A

b ook
he R

own pronounced bias on an important mattdi. c ht a&k@s on Gener al Rowecki s radiogram

rather typical of hehighly subjectivemethodology of siffing out alleged antSemites at every possible tufibid.,
103 104y

Jews. AfThe | anguage of the report, ohosttwardthe ot e, fir
subject he describes. There is a glaring lack of reference to the Jews as members of the same society

Joanna Michlic maintained that the document was pr
ef

as Polish citizens; Jews ar €he smdiogrpnh was thus @reofaft ed as Ot hey

Rowecki e wiismt ipr e jTu Gross eerived anJeatinely different interpretation.

ct

ARowecki, 0 Gross WwrFrcoittee dr ergaadridoignrga nt, h efi waabso vneot a pol i ti ci

on behalf of a party program, and he did not advocate an ideological point. He wasespegted,
unprejudiced, moderate, very well informed, dedicated public servant advising his government on a
matter of public interest. And it was his best judgment that the government should stay away from

anything that could be construed as advocacy on behalf ef t J e ws . 0 Rowecki , Gr oss
Afwas by no stretch -®9d mitiheee oibnaasgiisn aftaro nGraons sabnst icl ai m was
one. Hi s mot her , Hal ina Szuma@ska Gr oé$sgl,of was a member

Information and Propaganda during the war and had known Rowecki personally. She, along with
others who knew him, told Gro#isat Rowecki had never demonstrated any-deiish tendencies.
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e X ami n at dtapiodf relatibns between the Polish underground and the dadighatfic]ritical to
this study is ambsolute commitmerno strive for impartiality, including the careful and critical evaluation
of all source® Clearly, the authordoes not live up to this commitmerithis is especially eviderin
Chapter 10 of his book, ominously titled AWhen the |
deals withconditions innortheastern Poland.
While dwelling on mimitiag subjectiveimpressionand hearsafrom anecdotal sources (for example, his
overreliance onAbraham Melezind s t e s whilemignoring Jewishsourcesthat do not bear out

Me | e z i ns&’sancidgnaringneredible evidence from Soviet archives anigtPsourcesZimmerman

Among the historians Zi mmerman |ikes to cite is Garlnas L
display a pronounced arfiolish bias. Liekis attempts to equate the Home yAmith murderous Lithuanian Nazi

collaborators and the Soviet partisanigkis and Michlic are prime representatives of a school of historians who thrive

on preaching to making crude generalizations about Poles without any consideration of the behd\attitudes of
Lithuanians or Jews toward Pol es. Rat her than expose all
underscore their own nationalistic proclivities.

26 zimmerman, The Polish Underground and the Jews, 19835 7, 10 (emphasis adetl) This unfortunate
shortcoming is characteristic of the school of historians, centred around the Polish Centre for Holocaust Research
(Centrum Bada® nad ZaggadN), which Zi mmer man champi ons.

B'Abraham Mel ezi nds tthe sarativgandat times overntakaes ¢he nairativie to its detriment),

an attempto diminish Sovieblamef or t he confl i ct with the Polish undergroun
that antiSemitism was the driving force behind the behaviour of the Polish undedyin his Shoah Foundation

interview (Shoah Foundation Institute for Visual History and Education, University of Southern California, Los
Angeles,Interview code 3382), AbrahameMl ezi n, who went by t (spellechiacorecthoby Adam Mi e
Zi mmer man a suringeis gtigt @t khe Home Army, discredits himself as an objective witnagsorly

villain he perceives is ubiquitous Polish aB&mitism.Almost all tre Poles Melezin encountered were allegedly

Ahi ghdSgmanhiic. 0 Although ostensibly a fAloyal 06 member of t he
any hostilities by Soviet partisadirected at the Home Army, the civilian population, or even skevigitives hiding

in the forestsCan someone who fails to notice the massacre of 80 partisans by Soviet and Jewish partisans in August

1943 be considered an informed and impartial source of informdRatifer,Melezinalleges that it was Home Army,

incited by their local commanders, that initiated attacks against Soviets partisans and Jews for no apparent reason other

than their own amtCommunism and antemitism, and did so repeatedespite his claim thdie processed or

screened all new recruiits the Lida subdistrigtMelezin is not mentioned in amy the manypublicatiors on the Home

Army intheNowo gr - dek Di st r i cQaptainBustachy iCkrzartowskMelszin glaimsi tratr he and

Chrzanowski met ieutenantAdolf Pilch( ¢ o d e Gn a nashididin thespring of 1943 and debriefelim onlocal

conditions. Melezin also claintbat, despitehis lowly rank, he felt compelled to lecture Pilch on his rateenPilch

allegedly stated that higrst and foremosfid ut y i s tydolumbiina[gudesComrugism].0 See Zimmerman,

The Polish Underground and the Jews, 1oB®5 282.1n all likelihood, Melezin never met PilcRilch did not arrive

in the Nowogrdek area until thend of August943, at which time Melezjraccording to his owtestimonyhad been

arrested by the Germantter being parachuted into Poland in February 1&84art of the Polish special forc&slch

remained in Warsaw antglas assigned to the Nowogiek District only in July 1943. He was debriefedWarsaw at

the end of that monthby SecondLieutenantStanigaw Sdziak ( ¢ 0 d e n a methe fthiéh of tstafb gf the

Nowogr dek District in Lida Pilch did not leave Warsaw until the middle Atigust 1943 He arrived at the Home

Army base in Naliboki foresbn Septemér 6, 1943 and assumed command of the Stogpce
basis on September 9, wuntil the arrival of Major, Wacgaw Pe
Pilch stayed in several towns and hadrery brief stopover in Lidwhe r € he met uSee AdolftPich,Sfndzi ak.
Partyzanci trzech puszdKrak-w: Mireki, 2013), 73, 79,82l n Li da, Pilch was again debrie
Second Lieutenant Al eksander War akomsKki ( ASkeNlariad ) , t he co
Podg: - r éiG-zmai,0 | idompartpzant niepokonany: Wywiad rzeka z cichociemnym Adolfem Pilchem:

Wspomnienia cichociemneg@/arsaw: Askon, 2014Mar i an PoZAgr up c wa § i-HalibBdkie Armiie c k o

Krajowej: Oszczer st wa Zgrupdwaniat cichocieWiyym,i ngrdidolfem ®ichem e Nr a o ,
ADo | ilmeanét,<http://www.iweniec.eu/AK/ZSN_AKfakty.pdf>.

Zi mmer man cites Pilchés memoi r Pikle bueignarés critidalrméosmatiorothab ui | d hi s
undermins hi s case and, in par t i culemphasizifg? is| @@iddsganrofdewsyi t nes s, M

Zimmerman ignores the fact that Pilch took in Dr. Antoni B§oi® d e n a me )fiak Wedl asza few gthelocal
Jews, and, after his unit movedttee Kampinos forestearWarsawthe following yeay Pilch accepted a number of
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manages to avodd and thus attempts to erase from the historical retqigtotal factsthatunderminehis

thesis thathe Home Armyi n  t h e N Districtgwhose stoky isnextricablylinked to events inthe
adjacent WilndDistrict, was driven by an anoviet agenda and innate aS&mitism to unilaterally target
Soviet partisans andewswho escaped from the ghettos and Hidthe forestsZimmerman makes no
mention ofany ofthe following key eventshat shed a completely difient light on this storyGeneral
Ponomar enk o 6 sJuie22sl94Bto diminateRoksh partisansperatingin this areg® (instead
Zimmermanshifts the blame fothe deteriorating relationand initiation of open hostilitiesbetween the
Soviet ad Polish partisansonto the Pash underground the unprovoked slaughter of eighty of
Burzy® ki 6 s smear ltake Narocz (in the Wilno DistricOn August 24, 1943in which Jewish
partisans participateds members of botmixed Sovietdetachments anthe JewishNekamaunit (a fact
acknowledged by Israeli historiaBara Bendéf); the true extent of theii d i s a rolMlinggads z e ws ki 0 s
partisanoon Decembell, 1943(Zimmerman cites a Jewish participant who alleges there were no casualties

among the Polish partisaf®while ignoringSoviet instructions to eliminate resistesswell asSoviet and

Hungarian Jewsto hisunif among them | stv8n Gamari. I n a postwar inter)
for Pilch as a leaderSee ZimmermanThe PolishUndergroundand the Jews, 1932945, 259, 305, 31619.

Zimmerman also does not mention the reason Pilch gave for the frictiortheitBoviet partisans anbwishforest

groups namely,the increasingly aggressive behaviour of the Soviet partisadshe incessantifiaging by both

groups Zi mmer man then goes on to misstate the date of the e
Jewish marauders by some Polish partisans, which actually occurred in the morning hours of November 18, 1943.

Advancing thedate by two months, to September 17, Zimmerman then argues that, within days of his arrival in

Naliboki forest, Pilch embarked on a policy of engaging the Soviet and Jewish partisans, who we are led to believe had

been friendly toward the Polish partisaarsd populationlbid., 275 76. This matter isidcussed furthein the main

text.

288 GeneralPonomarenkd sircular to the district Communist party committees in the fielt

In those regions that are under the influence of our partisan units agdceattes do not allow
activities of Polish groups formed by the reactionary nationalist circles [i.e., the Home Army]. The
leaders are to be eliminated in a manner that is not noticeable. The [Polish] units are to be disbanded
and their arms depots are lte appropriated or, if it is possible, take those units under your secure
influence. Use them by directing them to active combat against the Germans. Regroup and break
them up in an appropriate way. You should do away with their significance [as] inéepenititary

units and attach them to large [Soviet] units, after which you are to carry out quietly an appropriate
cleansing of hostile elements.

See Boradyn, ed.,Ar mi a Kr ajowa na Nowogr- -ddx9&F4e) ewi SWi ¢ elEs z do kT mie
sowieckich41i 42; BoradynNiemeiirzeka niezgody243.

°sara Bender, fiLife Stories as Testament and Memorial: Th
Jewihh Partisan Unit Operating During the EStHumpeanhJaWwosh | d War i
Affairs,vol. 42, no. 1 (April 2012): 1124. Soviet archival documents describing this massacre were published already in

the mid1990s so there is nexcuse for not knowing thereter Smuszkowicz, a Jewish partisan whose testimony is
ctedintisstudy recal l ed the attack and its inevitable consequen
Mar kov Brigade. é At tphastitsaestWwer d esvsi laindf Pioéndlhy. é Th
partisans of the AK (ArmyKrojowa) [sic] Land Army had been arrested by Soviet partisans on orders from Moscow.

€ Their partisans had been separ as Erdy kepnthltkir eeaporis,gout¢thdir t o sever
commanders were arrested and though some may have escaped
Polish partisans deserted the Soviet brigades and reformed their own AK units. They were now our énemie e
Silverman,From Victims to Victors253.

C
€

®MAaccordi ng t oWithdutmansimglensaat, the Folish partisans were disarmed and taken as prisoners.
According to Greenstein, none were physically harmed. While theanadhfile either merged witlthe Soviets (by
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Polish reports describingthe killing o f Polish partisans fNMeanad@irzekan Zygmunt
niezgody,which Zimmerman lists in his bibliograpjythe actual and very reatonflation of Jewish

fugitivesand Soviet partisans this areathe Soviet patisan movementdid not tolerate the existence of

independent partisan units and also disarmed and dispersed its only Jewislelkarita moreover, Soviet

partisans killed hundreds of Jewish fugitiyethe brutal banditry directed at the civilian populatn

practiced by Soviet partisans, among them Jews (althoudgscribedin many Jewish testimonies
Zimmermanmanages taverlook this widespread phenomenon and cites themarcesonly for alleged

291

Polish hostilities against Jews withgutoviding any contek for them as in the case of NacZarest

which is examinedn this study Zimmermancurorily dismissegshe rapacious foraging of th8oviet and

force) or got away, t he of f i dkeerPslishWwedergrouhdaakdetime Jews; d939 0 See Zi

1945,276.Gener al Ponomarenkobs report to Stalin, based on a re
referredcdatroninyd fdi 230 partisans and stated that, in the
resistance, and as a result 10 Poles were killed and 8 wo

wi descal e dAcl eansi rdagily menmbers and suppartersl of the Eame Armyain the area. Polish
partisans that had been absorbed into their units were murdered surreptitiouSgra&ba,Niemetirzeka niezgody,
163 64, 301 302.The actual unfolding of events is detailed in this gtud

291 zimmerman claims that the mere appearance of Jewish fugitives in the forests in areas where Soviet partisans
predominated created the Home Armyds (false) perception of
Army lashed out at those Jswand Soviets without distinction, and without any discernible causeZiBegerman,

The Polish Underground and the Jews, 1985,272. The #Asupportingo Home Army documen:H
selectively spell out what the primary reason for conflict wasrtafrom Soviet designs to take control of the entire

territory), namely, incessant and ruthless plundering, but Zimmerman neglects to mention that and carry out an

objective analysis of local conditions. See Krajewbkg wo gr - d z ki Ok r n g202 RO3,%267&Bo3R7u me nt ac h
(Zi mmer man al so ignores Krajewskidés expert commentaries on
200 n83.) Essentially, Zimmerman overlooks the behaviour of the Soviet partisans and Jewish forest groups, which

finds confirmation in Jewish testimonies as well, and thus whitewashes it. Zimmerman cites the example of Nacza

forest near LidaAfter a German raid that destroyed the Jewish family camp in Nacza forest in June or July 1943, the

Jews that remained in the arearhed part of the heavily Jewish Lenin Komsomol Brigade of the Soviet partisans.

Their activities consisted primarily of raiding villages for supplies, often accompanied by threats and violence. The

Home Army was compelled to respond to calls by the viggdhvillagers for protection and tried to deter plunderers

caught in the act. The testimonies of the Jewish members of that detachment speak for themselves:

Here there was no problem of obtaining food, which was plentiful, nor did we lack clothing.0When
a mission, we would take off our ragged and dirty clothes and change them for others at the homes of
farmers.

Among us Jews there were also those who behaved like wolves; those wild men took from the
villagers more food than was allowed. They also totwkthing and other objects which were not
necessary for our people. In those cases, our commander [Stankevich] had to draw this especially to
my attention, demanding that | not permit such behaviour. For such behaviour he once put those
greedy Jews to aoant; they were Pesach Manes, Zelman Mednicki and Berl Miler. Thanks to my
intervention they were let off, but their weapons were taken from them.

The days when we would load a horse and wagon with provisions to be taken to the ancient forest

were over. Mt because of the possible danger from the Germans but because of the White Poles, who

were |ying in wait for us €é Now, on returning to the f
seams with food supplies, bearing it on our backs together with th@owesach of us held in his

hand. In addition to individual knapsacks, there were also heavier kitbags, which we took turns to

carry.

SeeAviel, A Village Named DowgalishoR08; Testimony of Lejb Rajzer, dated 1945, Archive of the Jewish Historical

Institute (Warsaw), no. 301/555; AviehA Village Named Dowgalishokk70. The foregoing is but amall but
representative selection.
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Jewishpartisansas a finecessi ty Gtsimpad bnothetvictimiped poputagon)j arldg
massacre ofsome BO Polish civilians in Nalibokion May 8, 1943 and at least 40 Polish civilians in
Koniuchyon January9, 1944 in which Jewish partisaraso took part
Theseimportantomissionsaloneare more thansufficientreasonto discredit Zimmemanés tr eat ment o
this topic. Moreover, they undermirtas thesis that Polish arfiommunism, rather than Soviet aggression,
was the root cause of the hostiligerman historian Alexander Brakel detects the latthile Zimmerman

is virtually obliviousto it, as a comparison of thainderlyingpremises show:

After the German defeats at Stalingrad and Kursk, when it became clear that Soviet victory was

only a matter of time, Soviet partisan officials lost interest in further cooperation and stopped

negdiations [with the Home Army]. They now regarded their main duty as the cleansing of the

occupied territories of O6hostile elementsd. Wi th the R
the main opponent was now the Polish undergrpiméovember 194hernyshev ordered the

di sarming of the Polish units [in Nowogr: -dek District]

between two underground movemetits

I't is in the Nowogr - -dek r egi orSovielcontestevermteot ond hal f of 1
of the eastern borderlands began to behewaged, dubbed
combination in April 1943 of the Katyn affair and St al

Polish government added further to Polish mistrust of theiRus. The result was that Home Army

divisions here often regarded the Soviets as a greater threat than the G&tmans.

Since Zi mmer madedrly lie svithnthe detvishiard sSovietpartisans(regardingwhom he
expresses little, if anycriticism), heis untroubled by thenurderof Polish partisanand civilians ands
unable to appreciatihe compellingand legitimateneed forself-defence on the part of the Polesstead
he accuseghe Home Armyof initiating the conflict by unilaterallyattackingand murderinglews and
Soviet partisansTo bolster his argument Zimmermamvancesby two monthsthe weltkknown Home
Army reprisal by against agroup of marauding Jewish partisaims Dubniki on Novemberl17, 1943,
claiming that thish pr e c i pi t ®dkiplacgadmere eleventdays after Lieutenant Adolf Pilcbk
command of t he onSSegieinpec & 1988adaltegedlyinstrocted his men to attaSoviet
and Jewishpartisang> In fact, Lieutenant Pilch disapproved tfat reprisal ¢ a | | i an gnfoitunate fi
i nci dheykly ypadek and agreedo conveninga joint SovietPolish committee to investigatehe
incident Moreover well before the events in Dubniki the early part of October 1943ewish partisans

from the Stalin Brigade and Chkalov Brigade were activelgting down analiminating members of the

%Al exander Brakel, @AThe Relationship between Soviet Parti

German Occupatior194% 4 , oSheptmerd and PattinsdVar in a Twilight World92
293 Zimmerman The Polish Underground and the Jews, 1i98®15,271.

294 ZimmermanThe Polish Underground and the Jews, 1i9B3845,275



Polish undergrounéh that are&® Zimmerman the cites an excerpt from a report by Pilch in which Pilch
states that his unit had to limit its activities, for the time being, to protecting the population from pillaging

by Soviet partisansnal Jewish band8? Yet he omits to mention thienportantcommentary by Kazimierz

Krajewski, the scholar who compiled these document s,

whole series of engagements with the German féPé@mmerman concludehis treatment of this topic

with the following skewedassessment fiatt acks of the Nowogr - -dek Distri

commanders on Jewish partisans weranct i oned not only by the Nowogr -

commander, Col. SzlasKiieutenartCo | o n e | Janusz S butasebk Gen.(Kdnrowsikid zi c0) ],

h i ms% THe fact is, howeverthat General Komorowski never issuiedtructionsto strike at Jewsor

2walczak,13.Br ygada Ar mi i Kraj g, Okrihigu Wil eEskiego

296Zimmerman,‘l’he Polish Underground and the Jews, 1i983®15,276.

297Krajewski,Nowogr-dzki Okr ng266Aff8. w dokumentach,

2% Zimmerman,The Polish Underground and the Jews, 19B335,281. Other variations of this chargepeatecd
nauseamcan be found throughout Zi mmer mandés book:
the Home Army commandére., General Komorowskip r der ed t wo un
iSowieenti sh bandso whom he believed to

Lt. Adolf Pilch, commander ofhie First Battalion of the ¥7Home Army Infantry Regiment in

N o w o dgek. Inhis postwar memoirs, Lt. Pilch operdgknowledged that he did not accept Jews into
his partisan unit. The reason, imaintained, was due to the alleged-faviet orientation othe Jews

in the regionMissing from his account, however, is the fact that Lt. Pilch ordered his men to attack
Jewish partisans (a point we shall discuss lafBgstimonies of Jewish partisans suggest that Lt.

its in Nowogr - -dek
be fighting alongs

Pil chbs case watkeectkptioheinather Nbiwag (-28% k District Hom

The emphasis of the new Home Army commaédéen. Komorowsld on combating banditrin
the second half of 1943 was interpreted by some district and subdistriotanders as permission to
attack Jewislpartisans. (p. 267)

There is also evidence that Gen. Komor ows ki sanctioned
R

strike at Jewislp ar t i sans. I'n Gen. Komor owski s Organizational
September 1, 1943February 29, 1944he wrote the following comments on tidko wo gr - d e k

District Home Army: #fAThe hi gh e sdisplayrofisefdefensgini n t he Nowogr

the face of hostile Soviet partisans and Jewismmunistb ands . 6 Komor ows ki continued
achievethis goal our units have been mobilizatd grouped into three battalions: in the 77th Infantry

Regimendth e Zani e meades Ktike Battatioh and in the 78th Infantry Regiménthe

St ogpce Bhesamadrdups,nhe deport continued, had cbsser to the left bank of the

Niemen Riveriand as a result the regions of Lida, Szczuczy

Nowogrhawe&k been cl eared of Sovi et bands. 0 The report

being subjected to frequent Soviet assagl . But he acknowl edged that the atta

retaliation for the liquidation by our division of a Jewish band [of 12?] people whmbhadd Polish
peopTlki® document clearly sugge sDistsict Hom&a Armyat t acks of

subdigrict commanders on Jewish partisans were sanctioned noboply t he Nowogr - dek Distri

Home Army commander, Col. Szlaski, but also by G@morowski himself(pp. 280 81)

The records demonstratetha t he commanders of the Biagystok District

Liniarski, and of the Nowogr-dek District Home Ar my,
murder Jewish partisans and civilians hiding in the forests. (p. 297)

In the second Hhof 1943, a stark difference within the Polish Underground emerged along

geographic lines with regard to the Jews. It was during this time, as demonstrated in Chapter 10, that
the Home Army district commander s o fofictiotwogr - dek and
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Soviet partisansas suchand Zimmerman is hafgressed to identify such an ord&ince there were no

autonomous Jewish partisan units operating in thelarélae summer of 1943, local Home Army reports

did not single out Jewdut ratherreferred to the activities dfoth Sovietand Jewishgroups As Jewish
testimoniesacknowledgeJewsh partisans participated in as$isuon Polish partisans and Jewfsrtisans

as well asmembers of Jewisfamily campsattached to the Soviet partisarerried outnumerous often

violent, supplygathering expeditions. This matter had already been rdige@eneral Stefan Rowecki,

Gener al Ko mor o ws kai répsrtfrgpmr Mactle15,e1948,avh j ch nref erred to fias:
SovietJewi sh bandso i n* GenealRWiwlerrk i psowaitnde ude would dou
hardened in the face of subsequ&oviet massacres of Polish partisavisreover there is no reason to

believe that General Komorowskéversedt h e H o melongstandipginstructionsnot to engage in

combat with Soviet partisansAs mentioned earlierGeneral Komorowski instructetlis partisansto
cooperate with the Soviet fopcasd to wéresmethleém as
common fight against Nazi Germarniowever, to these instruction taddeé entirely understandably

and reasonabdy that Polish peisans have right to defend themselves if attackétle n e r a | Komor ows ki ¢
Order 1300/111, issued oNovember 20, 194 3tates

Aliquidated Jewish partisans. (p. 299)

As the tide of the war turned inexorably in favor of the Soviets, and it became clear that liberation
would come from the east, the Home Army in northeastern Poland increasingly identified local Jews
ashostile, preSoviet elements. This led to several cases of local Home Army commanders waging
battles against Jewish partisans who were desperately trying to survive in the forests but who were
being def i nelwishbands.Bpo4l8 hevi k

[Komorowski approved battling Jewish partisans in the eastern borderlands whom he regarded as
pro-Soviet. This abrupt policy reversal resulted in the death and injury of numerous Jewish partisans
in the Nowogr : -dek, Bi agystok, and Vilna districts. (p-

The chargs leveled against Lieutena@to | o n e | Wgadysgaw Limommarkder( AdMiSci s¢ aBdi )
District Home Army,are also skewed. As shown by his order of July 30, 1943, cited on p. 268, Liniarski did not target

escaped Soviet POWs or Jews ashsubut rather Communistewish groups involved in banditriybandy
komunistycznd)y doWws ke wel | as Polish collaborators (fispies and i
of the Home Army. That Communist and Jewish bands were involvechitithyathat often took on violent forms is

beyond question, as Jewish accounts cited in Part 3 of this study amply confirm. Moreover, in practice, the victims of

Home Army measures were primarily ethnic Poles, not J8asChodakiewiczNa r o d o we jn& 883DariuZb r o
Libionk-AK #ZWEIl egatura RzNdu RP wobec ek®Pobémmynacjtiydzydpwd
okupacj N niieod§1atkmM HiI989r evi ew o fin Yad ashenr Shaliesdl.s43, ma 8 k

(2015): 223 Antony Pdonsky edits out the references to Polish collaborators, the principal targetigroaup,L i ni ar s ki 6 s
order, thus following in the footsteps of Communist historian Ryszard Nazarewicz, whose manipulative treatment of
Liniarskids or der elkdesbrved rebuleSech dli komelk ¢y or wydzi pod okupac]j
19391945 117, n.577.

2% Zimmerman,The Polish Underground and the Jewl9391945,189. Zimmerman mentions this report in Chapter

7, but does not acknowledge it in his discussion in Chapter 10, nor dossoheile that report with the claim that the

sole culprit was alleged Polish a®ie mi t i sm. An example of a murder in the Nowc
Polish underground and his family, as well as one of the Jews he was sheltering, is tdguszTKorsak, whose

home in Balcery was attacked by partisans from the Chkalov BrigaBeptember 1943 his incident is described in

more detail in the text.



All our war preparations are aimed at armed action against the Germans. In no circumstances can
they result in armed action aigst the [Soviets] who are entering our territories in hot pursuit of the
Germans ¢é The except i o-deferics whichis therigle ofteverg humanct s of sel f

being®®

It is important to remember thdti$ order was issueafter Warsaw hadecedved credible reports oBoviet

attackson Polish partisans and civiliapnand well after the massacrby Soviet and Jewish partisan$

eighty Polish partisanqiear Lake Narocon August24, 1943 Thus, belatedly, General Komorowski

authorizedacts of sdldefencein response to the open hostilities initiated by the Soviet underground
Organizational Report 240 (for the period September 1, 1943 to February 29, @Bkl Zimmerman

cites merely acknowledgedhe realityt hat , i n the Nahgongin taskebdcamPisedft r i ct , fi
defence in the face of the hostile Soviet partisan movement and J8wishmu n i s tThiswasyde . 0

means an ordet o Aliquidat ed Je wassshchAs rlate 80 Wiy €944, enerdl i sans
Komorowski explicitly statedht a t icombat wi t h eltcomelast $esort,i with respectdo an unw
both regul ar an d*puthemmbrsijtavas o inthie fade ofherlifie-anddeath struggle

for their very existencthat thePolish partisas in this areahat lo@al commandersierecompelledto strike

back at theSoviet partisansTo interpret this as a unilateral declaration of war by the Home Army against

Jewish and Soviet partisans is simply pervefgeZimmerman himself notegomorowski continued to

express tsong disapproval of attacks on Jews and Soviet partisans in other contexts (thatds|fnon

defence) well after that period, as late as June i%4en though the Communist underground staged

30 Komisja Histoy c zna Pol ski ego Sztabol ©SiievnS8ggy wZhoojdyai w, drugi ej
vol. 3: Armia Krajowa, 2002 1 0, as <ci t ed i ni207aThe adesnpts tiRpats ihreg Nowbgr2 @& k | oca
commanderLi eut enant @-drod d GeReral Eoimoroyskias antiSemites flies in the face of their

demonstrated positive attitude toward Jews in other contex
region to the Kampinos forest near Warsaw, in September 1944 he took irdakss group of Hungarian Jews who
had escaped from a German | abour force. It was under Kor

underground resolved, in September 1943, to pursue and punish blackmailers of Jews. In September 1944,
Komorowski pes onal | vy decorated t wArmid d.udovs) hofficétsd dap |Seefulsski, e my (
commander of a uni-t with many Jewi sh members, dwihd Edwi n RO
the Silver Cross of the Order of Virtuti Militari for theWtalour during the Warsaw Uprisingee Engelking and

Libionka, t y d z i w powst atBZ na8], 29WHiBE @eapedtively)Stef an Kor bo Es ki and Hen
Wo | i @ kighranking members of the Polisindeground decorated by Yad Vashem, both disdisise charges

of Komor owskiSemidalilsemged samdtiid Li dia Ciogkosz, the Jewi sh wi
Ci o0gkosz. The EagotteruHocayst8i 79, 241 n61. There is no actual evidence that Komorowski was

involved in ay antiSemitic activities or even that he harboured any-dtiish animusThus, the case against
Komorowskiand hi s all eged dep arfinautrabto dympathetic@ttitnde toward thR deinse ¢ ki 6 s

favour of hostility, seems to beontrived Zi mmer manés cri ticism of Komor ows ki i s a
i mportant respect. On the one hand, ZSoviemand antEommiéinestu | t s Ko mor
Vi ews, which he attri but es 15D orhthesothdi haad, Zinomeranani ladet in effeci ent at i on
concedes that Komorowski 6s fear of Stalinés intentions was

to be correct in his assessment.
Mjanusz Marszalec, fPolskietPawEpoWs ke & Tibén@a®e Chb eaci KEskin
ed,.Pr zemoc i dzi e® pows z(e@da Esvk : 0 kMupzoevuarm elj | PWd jsrcye . Swi at owe | ;
Mar szal ec cites Gener al Komor ows ki 6s report nArmé e r 243, d
Krajowa w dokumentach 1989945

302 ZimmermanThe Polish Underground and the Jew839 1945,372
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increasingly hostile attacks on the Home Army likethenagssa by t he Peopl eds Army, on
some twenty members of a Home Army unit in Owczarnia near Opole Lub&$ki¢. mmer mandés Vvi ews,
must be noted, are strikingly at odds with historian

local mnditions

One should not close onebs eyes to the fact that Home
against the Soviet partisans for the liberation of Poland. And that is why the Jews who found

themselves on the opposing side perished at the hindeme Army soldierd as enemies of

Poland, and not as JeW¥.

For Zimmermanhowever,everything is reduced to one single overriding factor: PolishQamtiitism. In
his relentless pursuit ohg traces of antSemitism, Zimmerman fails to notice thiayger pictureContrary
to his assertionhere is no room for contextlynamicsand the uniquelocal conditionsthat prevailed in
northeastern Polanélthough Zimmerman cmparesnortheastern Polanghfavourably with southwestern
Poland (Eastern Galicig)attributing this to alleged heightened antSemitismin the Wilno areg®® he
neglectsto takeinto accounthe entirely different conditionsa@hprevailed n t he Lnetablythear e a
lack of Soviet partisaswith whom Jews could align themselves andoaymon enemy, namely, hostile
Ukrainian nationalistpartisans Moreover,Jews in northeastern Poland had experienced Polish statehood
for less than twenty years and, apart fromsraall numberof assimilated Jews (far fewer than in
southwestern Poland whettge Polish language had official statusder Austrian rulgrior World War 1),
overwhelmingly regarded themselves exclusively as Jews, and not asNhadé®fthemdid not identify
with the Polish statend its destruction was a matter of indifferetcethem as theydemonstrated in
September 1939 when the Souigtion invaded Easter Polanand afterwardsAlthough not Communists,
their leanings were prBoviet rather than prBolish. They gravitated toward the Sosiehostly for
pragmatic reasons: éhSoviet partisan movementas a stronger and better equipped than the Polish
undergroundthe Soviet Union waa formidable powerand there was a strong likelihood that the area
would again come under Soviet control. Since the Soviet partisans haduipgert among the local
population,whether Polish or Belorussiathey took in all armed menncluding many Jewsyho came
theirway.Zi mmer mands treat ment of disseleave usmpfdacumaentstis matt er s

equally problematié®Can such writing be taken as serious schol al

303 Gontarczyk Polska Partia Robotnicz&36i 37. Some sources give the date of the massacre in Owczarnia as May 4,
1944.See Rafag Dr abvickz,armMdNr dN é@ubditedntha. - 1312 (nos. 216216, November
December 2008)i 8.

M srael Gut man, fi Erak(nmyr aski-fAw)b,y [J urnaez e2n®, 000 : 6 6 .

305 Zimmerman does not reconcile this claim of heightenedZemiitism in the Wilno area witkeports he cites earlier
on that attest to the opposite. Z@@mmerman,The Polish Underground and the JeWw839 1945,101

%% The following are some additional examples of the short

typographical errors)Given Zi mmer mands tr eat meand doaumenticdnewe dhavevamy i ous SO U
confidence in his treatment of otteurces andocuments without verifigg their content and the context?
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(1) With regard to the January 1934 Gerrraslish NonAggressionPact, Zimmerman neglects to mention that Poland
had earlier signed a similar pact with the Soviet Union in 1932, and rertbategactin May 1934. The purpose of
Pi gsudski ds pact with Germany was not t ggests.dé)tbitmi ze Hitl er
|l egitimize Polandds contested bouGdrmanyltavas tramsadcounterpoiptr event an
tothenommaggression treaty with the USSR. As Timothy Snyder po|
tried (and failed) to arouse interest in Europe for a pre
Warsaw signed a declaration of nonaggression, agreeing that their common border would not be changed by force. For

Polish leaders in 1938nd 1934, facing the rise of both Hitler and Stalin, preserving the status quo was an end in

itsel f. 0 Se e Black Fadht Thg HoBcaysdas History and Warnifgw York: Tom Duggan Books,

2015), 5556.

(2) Zi mmer mands cPkail tmy t (piBreatetbimiav nilthod of patitiadl agitation: the adéwish

economi c boWd)isbasaless( Er.ond3ni ¢ boycotts employed to strength
position relative to other groups had been in existence in othatrizs since the focentury, for example, against the

Chinese by the White population in the United States, against the English in Ireland, and against the Germans and Jews

by Czechs in Bohemia and Moravia. On the last of theseSee Livia Rothkirche, The Jews of Bohemia and

Moravia: Facing the HolocaugLincoln: University of Nebraska Press, and Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 2003w/ .

also engaged in such practices at various times.

(3) Zimmerman cites the diary of Chaim Kaplan rather selectiel$9). He mentionsthe September 3, 1939 entry

that describethe elationof the Poles at the neved England and Franées d e c | war antGermamybud fails to

mentionthe earlier entry of September 1, 1939, where Kaplan wditgmragingly of Polad and the Poles A Thi s war

will indeed bring destruction upon human civilization. But this is a civilization which merits annihilation and
destruction. é now the Poles themselves wil!/ receive our r
accuses the other of every abominable act in the world. Each side considers itself to be righteous and the other
murderous, destructive, and bent on plunder. This time, as an exception to the general rule, both speak the truth. Verily

it is s both sidesa mur der er s, destroyer s, and plunderers, ready t
Abraham |. Katsh, edScroll of Agony: The Warsaw Diary of Chaim A. Kap(&lew York: Macmillan; and London:

Collier-Macmillan, 1965), 1021. Kaplanalso peppers ts wartime diary with antChristian remarks décted at the

Poles. Ibid., 47, 133.

(4) While noting that over 100 resistance organizations to oppose German rule had come into being in the German

occupied zone in the first months of the occupation (p. Zilmerman fails to mention that there were no Jewish

organizations among them and to draw appropriate conclusions as to the level of support among Jews for Polish

statehood. Similarly, in the Soviet zonéteapts by the Polish conspiratorial organizatioWino Z wi Nz ek Wal ki
Zbrojnep Union for Armed Struggle), in the second half of 1940, to reach a cooperative agreement with Jewish
underground groups were fruitlesSobeeausgi ohtibe.| SeeeRas a
Polish Undeground under Soviet Occupation, 19399 4 1 , 6 i Bnyd€&ri anmdoRay Brandon, edStalin and

Europe: Imitation and Domination, 1928953 (New York: Oxford University Press, 2014), 1a5iven this state of

affairs, it is not surprising that the Polismd er gr oundds main focus was ethnic Pol e
countrybs |l argest and core group, but also created and ma
restore Polish statehood both under both the German and Soviet occuphgonational minoriti€s Ukrainians,

Belorussians, Germans, and Lithuan@mgavitated toward their own ethnic structures, which were in opposition to

the Polish state, while most Jews preferred not to be engaged in a struggle they did not regawias their

(5) Zi mmer man c¢l aims that Home Army commander Stefan Rowe
underground forces of the Nati onaZWZMHaormey Ad myeri e lsatmel idingta
(p. 81). In fact, the report in gston, which is actually dated November 21, 1940, does not refer to armed clashes, but

rather to poltical rivalry. Seeadeusz Pegczy E&ki, Halina Cza+Osmeckkand J:-zef Ga
Wgodzi mi er zAr@ia Krajokva w dolaumhentacl939 1945,vol. 1: Wrzes e (E9i &z6rBiec1941 (London:

Studium Polski Podziemnej, 19)7 338 45, here at 342 and 343.

(6) Zimmerman ignores the extensive credible evidence of Jewish collaboration in&myipted Eastern Poland in

1939 1941 describedh important studies by Marek Wierzbicki, B&ion Pinchuk, Dov Levin, Krzysztof Jasiewicz,

and other historians. These souregtest to frequent assaults on Polish soldiers, armed revolts, the spontaneous

creation of Red militias and revolutionary comests in virtually every town, the apprehension of Polish officials and

handing them over to the Soviet authorities, widespread denunciations, etc. Zimniempoées antSemitism to

Polish underground reports that refer to this wieltumented collaboratio Healsopurgesa key passage from a report

by underground courier Jan Karski that corroborates the extent of Jewish collaboration with the Soviets in 1939 (p. 74),

a topic that Zimmerman downplays to the fullest. The unpurged passage in questiofifBdde Jews have taken
the majority of the political and administrative positions. But what is wdh&y, are denouncing Poles, especially

students and politicians (to the secret police), are directing the work of the (communist) militia from belsicehts,

are unjustly denigrating conditions in Poland before the war. Unfortunately, one must say that these incidents are very
frequent, and more common than incidents which demonstrate loyalty toward Poles or sentiment toward Poland.
(Emphasis addedl) n st ead, Zi mmer man gives prominence to those pa
(for example, the prospect of future Arepayment in bloo
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visited in 1939) or that contain sweeg generalizations about Polish attitudes that cannot readily be gauged with any

degree of certainty, while ignoring important evidence attesting to widespread Polish assistance and sympathy for Jews

in the early years of the occupation, such as the Beteimonies found in the Ringelblum archives and General
Johannes Bl askowitzds report of February 6, 1940, which ar
common in the early part of the occupation, before the Germans imposedtheeékealty for extending any form of

help to Jews. While discounting generalizations about Jewish behaviour or attitudes, Zimmerman has no such qualms

about reportghat descrite the behaviour or attitudes of Poles in a stereotypical manner, as if Botligty were a

monolith.Gauging attitudes aninherentlydifficult and rather elusive task to begin withis compounded by the fact

that underground reports contain a myriad of often confl ic
impressions. Therefore, great caution is required when relying on them. Unfortunately, Zimmerman is not always up to

the task. For example, hmistranslatesse ner a | Rowecki ds radi agr aimh hef o¥eptwdmmb eni n
majority of the countryisadnantiSe mi t i ¢ ori entationd (p. 103). Norman Davi e:c

his polemical remarks directed at his critics, is set out earlier in this study. An examplenwfarily discounting

problematicPolish reports regarding Jewishatt udes can be foldhedydokie@udedche headin
Communi s m) Moti f Raises Its Ugly Head i n thehhemeldfoame Ar my, 0O
allegedpro-Soviet orientation of Polish Jewry resurfaced in underground reports in thenspr of 194206 ( p. 139)
that charge had no basis in fact.

(7) Zimmerman ignores problematic evidence of-Baviet leanings of the Jewish undergroundtably in the

War s aw, Bi agyst gk aamndd rWidlurcce sg h ehti tso sp onflabion ef dewishosuppdntéor Pol es 6 al
liberation by the Soviets with alleged Jewish ideological affinity for Communism. However, the matter cannot be

viewed in such simplistic terms. Not only did tdee wi sh underground in Wi lno and Bi:
Communist elementsbut when thg turned to the Home Army for arms théeadershipdeclined to declare their

support for theerritorial integrity of the Poliststate,thusleaving as an open question their loyalty to a future Poland

free of Soviet dominatiariThe Home Armyleadershipwastherefore rather astute in igssessment thatany Jews,

including the Jewish underground, would favour the Soviet Union in the event of a-Boligt conflict. Later

developments proved thetorrect.Zimmerman howeverreduces the decision not to provittee Jewish underground

withar ms as @l i keléwsh adienmtion cftheeBjps t @kt Di strict Home Army | eaders
part by voices hostile to Jews coming out of the me A naw)séction devoteto antiCommunist propaganda,

|l ater called AAntyk, 0 whi ch alP. 208);ndactythe enatterfof tretp®alietc o mmuni st s
orientation of a significantgrt of the Jewish underground was addresselidigrianTeresa Prekerowia herarticle,

AThe Jewi sh Under gr oun dopuablisked twh decades dgbilsohgh Zimndeemargcites thn d

important articlefor other reasons, he omits some of its kitydings andconclusios. After surveying the Jewish

underground pregsublished in the Warsaw ghetto, Prekerowa noteddérdain Zionist factions displayesirong pre

Soviet sentiments n Pol and s c heftist Zienists saw theyr futare linkeeé with the Communists, whom

most Poles considered to be an enemypar with the Nazis. Their loyalty was to the Soviet Union rather than Poland,

which they often referred to as dAfor mer Polando in their
SovietGerman NopAggression Pact of August 1939, which p#otied Poland between those two invaders, to be a

Awi se and justified move. 0 Mor de c df&he JewishiFighting Wiganzatonwh o becar
(t ydows ka Or ga)nwag thecefditar oBagpgriodicalleged Hazerenthat openly embrad Communism

over capitalism and the Soviet Union over Poland. Prekerowa concludes by gstatingile r e was no shortage

Communists or of members of otherf8oo vi et parties within the | eadership of t|
did not expess the views of the entire Jewish underground, parties sympathetic to the Soviet Union did play a major, if
not a | eading, rol e. é the Home army had good reason to t

linked with the enemy Communistrog , and this is a vieweeéTehastawRsekhedewsyg, |
Jewi sh Underground an dPotinhStudi€sanlPolishiewkyalune 8 Rplesp JewsdSodalists:n

The Failure of an IdealLondon: The Littman Library of JewidBivilization, 1996), 15153, translated from the Polish

fiPodzi emi e pol sOdiae Wao ddiyadw)w,s ki @., 835.SeApraillsol et esa3®Prekerow
getta warszawskiego jako -®ydo e knhrtamib kistod €Ey d¢ hav3 (2008):- w pol sko
347 55. In a similar vein,Emanuel Ringelblum wrote the following about the Jewish underground in his wartime
chronicl es: iHas homer Ha-Baviet drientation bnel blieives! in thE victory bfghe Sgviethad a pr
Union and its heroic army. The other Jewish party that had an identical political position was PodlefiZiBacause

of their political orientation, the Hashomers organized partisan groups along with others, established close contact with

the [Communistf Bl i sh Wor kersé Party, and generally were prepared
Sovi et Uni on and tSéeeEmaneer RingetblunRedniAk mygeétta war sziawski ego

st yc z e(@®arshW: £3ytelnik, 1983), 4989.As hi st ori an Ti mothy Snyder has obse
commanders feared that arming Polish Jews woulurlyease the
unjustified.o See Timothy Snyder, ThéiNew Wak Review bf Baollsfe Naz i s: Th
24, 2010.The truth of the matter is that many Jewish underground activists opted in favour of the Soviet Union,

thereby reinforcing Pah suspicions of their disloyalty, and then reproached the Polish underground for not assisting

them or turning them awaySee al so Roman T. Gerl ach, AANI nied¥fwiedzi,
war sz awgdsiytg idistorydzn@aris), no. 115 (1996)i 21. After the April 1943 revolt in the Warsaw ghetto,

«
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the leadership of what remained of the Jewish Fighting Qzgtion continued to havedealings with the Communists,

as did Adolf Berman, the Jewish representative within the Polish government department charged with rescuing Jews,

and the former ended up joining the Communist underground in August 38d4ngelkig and Libionkat y d z i w

powst a@&Ec z e j4l, WaHoveevegdrimerman, appears to be incapable of saying anything critical ébeut

behaviourof the Jewish undergrourahd its role in worsening relations with the iBlolundergroundin this regard, his

writing is chaacteristicof the Jewish nationalist historiography he purportedly decries.

B8 Zi mmer man turns the Home Ar my @ugitsimtoean ousighorefusalto accepto accept
Jews into its ranks. In doing so, he misreads the relevanvardocumentsZimmerman writes (at p. 258):

Whil e there was no such policy under General Rowecki 0s
position was adopted in Jiilkugust 1943 immediately after Gen. Komorowski became Home Army

chief. The new potiy, outlined in a document from August 26, 1943, maintained that due to the

shortage of ar ms, and what Gen. Komor ows ki cl ai med was
opposition to sharing these arms with Jews, the Home Army was for the time beinguieelels

from entry into its ranks. While Gen. Komorowski unambiguously denied after the war that any such

policy had been adopted, the documentation is unmistakable

I n support, Zi mmer ma n Refentt(JansRzepecks, thenneadnof theuHefmyobns Bur eau of
Information and Propaganda), Warsaw, to Malicki (Jerzy Makowiecki), Warsaw, August 26, 1943, found in the Ghetto
Fightersd House Ar chi vie3946AThai doEum&whicimisaccessitbednline (cettarsdrom

the Abrdnam Berman collection, Ghetto Fighters House Archives, catalog no. 5946, registry no. 11283uullect)

deals withJewish participation in partisancompatl ear |y refers to t hedndtindivdualpor ati on of
It st at es, [local] pppalation: marfifests hostilityetoward armed Jews, [the partisans] cannot assume

responsibility for the security of the Jewighits and therefore recommends to the Jews that they concentrate their

efforts towards surviving while in hiding; wheretikombat becomes overt, a place will be found for [the Jews] among

the ranks of the army, side by si de WhePdlishtekteads oy al citizen

W sprawie udziagu tyd-w w walce partyzanckiej przekaz

Realizacja rozkazu KG z dn. 10. X1 .42 i p-¥niejszych tr
Nastr-j w stos. do uzbrojonychmoYdmw pesy ogkapowsarepn
moUl i woSci oddziagywania w konspiracji wziNIi na siebi
oddziag-w Uydowskich w terenie. Dziaga tu antagoni zm,
ludnoSci pol skiej pod ofk uped Me gsoo wu z bir 047 ongctho vgaruipa Usyid
daj Ncych sin we znaki ludnoSci rabunkami i okruci e@E
propagandowy i policyjny okupant a. w zwi Nzku z tym lud
Polski lojalnych i wrogich. Wobec tegmo Uemy tyl ko zal eci | tydom w ich wgasn
cagy sw-j wysi gek skierowali na przetrwanie wW rozprosze
ot wartej wal ki powst a@Eczej znajdzie sin dla nich miejsc

lojalnymi obywatelami Rzplte;.

As this report confirms, art of the reason for ghostility toward armed Jewsas thecruelbehaviour of armed Jewish

groups toward the Polish populatioegardingwhich there are ample creditikstimonies of both Poles anek (See

Part 3 of this study.)

(9) The same issue of group vs. individual admissibdewswas to reemerge during the Warsaw Uprising of 1944
when theleadership of the remnants of thewish Fighting Organization asked to be admitted into the Homeg.Arm

Once again Zimmerman disregards evidence that undermines his claim that the Home Army calously rejected a

genuine and sincere offer to join their ranks. (P. 38it2hakZuc ker man st ates in his memoir: |’
AK and they put me off withh e mmi ng and hawi ng, 0 wi tvwasaisdtaker gvenganytimeng r egar di
frame. Yet elsewherBuckermanrma kes it c¢l ear that, when he carried on thes

the ranks of the CommunksZuAkmmi ma iA Sérpgivk af Ménto§: ) Chroniglé df z h a
the Warsaw Ghetto Uprisin@Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993), 523, 584nmerman cites the first

statement but overl ooks the | atter. H & theaJevdsh frighlding at face
Organization joined the Peoplebs Army (Armia Ludowa) HAnot
thepreSovi et orientation of some of its |l eaders is a matter
theJews badly. 0 Zi mmerman ignores the nuanced ®Wydziuswi on of

powst a@&c z e j46, Ba 57s and wore importantly, the testimonyMoi r y si a War man (n®e Broni
Bronka Feinmesser), a liaison officef the Jewish Fighting Organizatiowhor e ¢ a IWhendhe Pofish uprising

broke out, Antek [Zuckerman] and Marek [Edelman] went to the higher officers in the PolistiHlomg Army] and

asked them to take us as a group, as the Jewish Fighting OrgamiZdtey refuseddndividually, please come, but

not as a group; we Wwo®So theygenvte théyndauLudawaynd theyrtomlaus dseargroup.

They gave us a cSeenBraaanCdirewitgsch, etilpthérs; isters,0Resiste@ral Histories of Women
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Who Survived the Holocauétuscaloosa and London: The University of Alabama Press, Tuscaloosa and London,

1998), 288.

(10) Zi mmer mands accol ades f odrt yMizc h a §CzQGircnhey Oksa r 1t59y9 4p oawsttiacnli e
ignore the serious reservations that historians have expressed about the merits of that article, in particular, Andrzej

Paczkowski and Teresa Prekerowa, wh o, according to Zi mmern
Janusz Marszalecandotherave pointed out, the undisciplined Home Ar my
Stykowski s wunit) that kil |l e d-Samnitignrbotbyrobbefy, addaghsysalsavrabbedmot i vat e

Christian Pol es. Ci chyhsa!l e Arr eneido UF0 r ccleasr guga StidetadtringaheMia t3i0 J e ws
Warsaw Uprising has been overwhelmingly discredited by leading histo8aesEngelking and Libionka, y d z i w

powst a@Eczejl88WBt. Zimmemae alsolaims that the transit camp iRPr uszk - w was an extr el
dangerous place for Jews (p. 410), whereas historian Gunna
Warsaw natives were praodoclude’leatt ovaoddewdesdemsdo have b
Pruszk: - w. 0 SemrtCRA36.l sson,

(1) Zi mmer mands treatment of many other | ssesdescediteds al so que
estimates of the number of wvictims of the 194fgurédedwabne m:
that is considerably higher than the number of Jewsantdkvn and not borne out by the investigation conducted by

the Institute of National Remembraneeénich placed the toll at several hundred. Zimmerman uses discredited wartime

estimates bthe proportion of Jews among the Soviet deportees from Eastern Polandiid 9@%hamely, up to 30%,

with Poles making up 52% and Belorussians and Ukrainians comprising 18 pércé®) Soviet archival sources

show that the Jewish share was in feloser to 20%and the Polish share around 60%. See Snylack Earth,121.

Zimmerman does not verify, and debunk, the exaggerated Home Army repbuedréds ofcermans killed by the

Warsaw ghetto insurgents (p. 22%)hereas historian Raul Hilbergigports the modest numbers given in German

reportsorther eports of resistance in the Biagystok and Wilno ghe
little or noresistancean thoseghettos.SeeBender,The Jews of Biagystok During World W
25864( on Bi agy st Th&RFallof aaSpatrowd @ (omn Wilno). While decryingthe conduct oome ofthe

Polishfi b | po#icé towardJews(without noting that their treatment of fellow Poles was at times equally as bad),

Zimmerman neglects to mentidhatthe Polish policedid not take part in the liquidation of any of the larger ghettos,

such as Warsaw, G-d¥, Lw- w, Wi |l no, Biagystok, Lublin, Sos

Trybunal ski, R a d o m,Nor@aes e tmentioine faranpre |&haleveénpivotal, role played by the

Jewish police in liquidating those ghettos. Moreover, Zimmerman does not acknowledge that that the Jewish police

could be used against Pokswell

(122 The Home Armyds reluctance t o e liqoidatpeoftheghettasd®at wi th t he
1943 as if it were in any position to challenge the Germans militatilthat time coupled with musings that if Poles

were subjected to such treatmémé Home Army wouldstrike against the Germans reduced to thekewed charge

that the Home Army regarded only ethnic Poles as falling within the sphere of their moral and political obligation.
Zimmerman cites Generllowe c ki 6 s order of November 10, 1942, i miting
long-term miltary objectives, as proof that, contrary to its stated goal of deferadingi t i zen s, the Home Ar
position was that the resources of the underground military were to be used for the defence of ethnic Poles only.
Zimmermanqualifies thischargeby staingt hat t he order represented Rowecki 6s vie
specific phase of relations, 0 and {1948(Pp.d6768)Hetigthati n pol i cy
report Rowecki is merely speculating about a possibletioeam the event of anass genocide of Christian Poles,

namely, resistancien extremis where one undertakes a doomed struggle as a last resort and against all odds because

there is nothing to lose. In other words, a mass uprising would be contemplateshen there wasbsolutely no

other alternatve Thi s proverbi al Al ast stando wsasinglgoals. dt fvas ao f milita
hypothetical scenario whose aim was not to attain victory and whose chances of ever being underagiém e

none. At the time of the Warsaw ghetto revdltyas generally viewed aenseless, arglicidal, forthe Home Army

or thepopulationat largeto engage in direct combat with the Germaassthere was absolutely no chance of success.

The same ew was shared by the maesf War sawbs J awiek &s itspleagetshigaring tbenGreat

Deportation in summer of 1942, even though news of the liquidation of ghettos in eastern Poland and the large Lublin

ghettoin central Polandhad reached #m, and afterwards during thevolt in theWarsaw ghetto revolh April 1943,

Rather than prepare for defiance (albeit futile), the vast majority of Jews either complied with German orders to

surrender themselves, hoping thereby to prolong their livesyemt into hiding, hoping to avoid detection. Any

concerted intervention by Home Army at that time would not only have been of no significance militarily and saved no

Jewish lives, it would have likely led to a tremendous loss of Polish lives atrdrag Jewishcondemnation ofhe

i rr es phehavirds theeRplish undergroundHistorianMarcin Urynowicz also shares this view. See Marcin
Urynowicz, fSydows ki epowl Mao szawi e w okresi PobhuopatcjtyHiztl e
pod okupacj N i145567i89 A& N Ad & 39 Rainks aow snkhis articlefi Pityka informacyjna

Pol skiego PaGstwa Podziemn€ponwkPiEdaimesi endoi e ® Zagwgadgnd w
Polsce,at pp.382 85, the fact that theliquidation of the large ghettos was carried out with ¢beperationof the

Jewish ouncils and police was a dire warning and harsh realization for Poles that they should not facilitate similar

German designshould they face thaventuality However, in addition to strength in numbers, #iswould require
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i mposed | ofty standards? There ar ebopkuostteatitaso many p
authoritative.

Jewish Partisans Joinn SovietOperationsAgainst Polish Partisas
What was the role of Jewish partisans in these pivotal actions? The truth of the matter is that Jews in the
Soviet partisan movement collaborated in the planned destruction of the Home Army. Indeed, a compelling

argument could be made that it was flrewish partisans who first declared war on the Polish partisans.

active militaryengagemen(self-defence) on the part of each Pole, so it was essentially a pipe diieammerman cites

hi storian Antony Polonsky to the effect that any action to
AK obj eRuti ves 0Adam Puga ws this hard regity appliedoequally to the defened of the lives

of Christian PolesGener al Rowecki 6s standing order of November 10,
engagement rather than a general uprigihg latter being reserved for a later stage in the@etman struggle when

the country was on the verge of liberation), was not altered by ethnic cleansing operations directed against the Polish
population.TheHome Army did nostart an akout war toprevent the expuisn of more than 100,000 Poles from the

ZamoSi area (despite some strikes against takbeffecwer man f orc
measures tprotect the Polish population of Volhynia from being massacred by the Ukrainian natiandksground

in the summer 01943.The Polish populationf Volhynia had to organizés own futile and ultimately doomed self

defence, just as the Jews in the Warsaw ghetto did, with very little outside assiafaragotingthe report of General

J gen Stroopthe SS commandevh o quel |l ed the revolt in the Warsaw ghetto,
shot at from outsi de t haskedretoricallyii 10 vid rsd eorr i wme tirsdrv 8an yDerB&k f
elsewhere in Europe on behal of perseculutsé¢d SdewWe8&k, Séidhe | ncleepw ehensi bl e
York Review of BookSeptember 28, 1989.

(13) Zzimmerman downplays thextent andmpacton the civilian populatiomf banditry by Jewish forest groups and

partisans, althodghe does cite several Polish underground reports that mention that phenomenon in a general way

together withsome scattered examples. (Chapters 6, 7, 9, 10.) Most of the Jewish partisans eventually joined up with

the Soviet partisans or with the Commurise o p | e 6 Gwalia dudow ( Il at er t heAmfaeopl ebs Ar
Ludowg |, despi te t htoodrequehtdethahactivities HiSves Jeavikhl fugitives and partisans. Atrocities

committed by the Soviet partisans against Jews in northeasterreatrdl oland are well documented in Jewish

testimonies cited in Parts Two and Three of this study. Some of the atragéiest Jews o mmi tt ed by the Peop
Guard andP e o p | e dasr eArdmeyscr i bed i n t howhieh chrobdourdtinthe theedolumevn r eport s
book Tajne oblicze GIAL i PPR: Dokumentyedited by Marek J. Chodakiewicz, Piotr Gontarczyk and Leszek
tebroasdéiin Piotr GonRalrskykBar moamoRBol@thniitdddgWarsawr oga do wg
Fronda, 2003). Zimmermamrores this problematic evidence altogether, while citing inflated figures regarding the

membership of those formations. (P. 119). However, he goes out of his way to condemn the National Armed Forces

(Nar odowe §ifojattacking dewg amceCommungstar t i sans, without any mention of
murderous activities such as thmssacre in Drzewican January 20, 1943vhereNational Armed Forces members

and supportersvere kiledby a Peopl eds Guard unit hnead, whighprecededhee | Aj zenma
retaliatory attackdy the National Armed Forcemted by Zimmerman. (P. 372.) As shown in Part Three of this study,

many of the charges levelled at the National Armed Forces have proven to be false and its reputation refulires car
re-consideration.

(14) Zimmerman also ignores evidence of betrayfatheir Polish benefactors by Jews who fell into German hands.

Unfortunately, that was a fairly frequent occurrence that led to deattoodsof Poles, and its impact on the grogin

reluctance of Poles to shelter or assist Jews cannot be discounted. In addition to the relatively small number of Home

Army members Zimmerman identifies as having helped Jelt®(ghthis is one of the better treatments in his book),

survivor testimores found in the Yad Vashem archives, which are relied on inEheyclopedia of the Righteous

Among Nationscontain scores of additional examples that are worthy of merliecorated locaHome Army

commandersshoaccepted Jews inclLubacd-webhr &al padi Wgadgsgaw Szel k.
Decorated Home Army members from the Nowogr-dek area who
Kor sak, who was executed by -Wosek, whb wgs denduncedaontBermana byd Ter es a |

the SovietsDuring the German occupation, Alina Colle worked in a medical laboratory in Baranowicze which was
supervised by Franciszek Kudelski, a Pole, who was a member of the Home Army. After her escape from a German
roundup in the ghettoColle turned to Kudelski for assistance and received help from him and a number of other Poles.
She joined a Home Army unit near Lida posing as a Pole; even after her identity was discovered, she was allowed to
remain in the unit. See the testimony of AliColle, dated December 15, 1947, Archive of the Jewish Historical
Institute (Warsaw), no. 301/4008ll of these sources are indispensable for a proper assessment of the attitude of the
Home Army and the Polish population
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There is no question that Jewish partisans took part in unprovoked, murderous attacks on Polish partisans,
at a time when there the latter were not involved in hostlities directed tgiles the Soviets or the Jews.
The following rather lacdanc descri ption of the #fAdisarmingo of Bur
August 1943 was penned by Shalom Yoran (then Selim S:
(MesSin RussianNekamain Hebrew), a partisan unit composextlusivelyof Jews wihin the Vorshilov

Brigade commanded by Markd¥V.

Brigade Commander Markov decided to rid the area of the[Aia Krajowa] menace. Our

entire brigade was moved to the region close to the AK bases. We surrounded and attacked them.
After three days of figling, the entire area was free of the AK. Many of them were killed, many
were taken prisoner, and the rest ran away to the areas close to Vilna [Wilno], where another AK
brigade was locatetf®

Other Jewish partisans, however, attempt to justify thairjppa ci pati on in Markovds att
partisans by advancing bogus <c¢laims that the Home Ar
killers. o These partisans are obl i vi-d&wishrelatonst he r eper
preferring instead to skew the evidence and lay all the blame on the Poles. The following account by
Alexanderor ShuraBogen(Katzenbogen) a member of the Jewi sh ARevengeo ¢

of that sentiment

One morning, a messenger arrivednii the brigade headquarters with an order: The division of

Nekamal Hebrew for HfARevengeo] had to get ready for a miss
weapon to a forest thicket a few kilometers away, taking position in a frontal line and then waiting

for orders. Nobody knew exactly what the orders would be. We lay between the tall pine trees and

waited impatiently for instructions. We knew something important was to occur. We could see

from all sides of us that many Russian divisions came and hetibpo#lessengers ran from one

place to another to transfer orders from the headquarters of the brigade. We lay there with our

weapons drawn toward an opening in the forest and waited for the order to open fire, but no order

came. All of a sudden, we sawlage camp of partisans walking toward the direction of the

%"The Jewi sh f N etkvasrskorlived. ét was dohmed:amd the beginning of August 1943 and disbanded
by the Soviet command towards the end of September, 1943, with its members being stripped of their weapons,
valuables, and even boots. Left to their own devices, over half @6@ members perished in the German blockade of

the Soviet partisans in Narocz forest | aunched on Septembe
Memorial: The Short Life of the Neqama Battalion, an Independent Jewish Partisan Uaitir@p@uring the Second

Wor |l d War i n the NiastBuopearFJewish Affairgol. B hoalr (Apsl 2012): 1124; Arad,In

the Shadow of the Red Bann280i 82.

308yoran,The Defiantl7374. Yoran cl aims t hat AMawyk owadss parsescaiuplitt aotne dt hbey +
attacks on Soviet partisans while fon thei-toofragaegnt t o mi ssi ¢
i mi s si o n-salled ecenomic opearations, i.e., robbing farmers. He also claims, withoutasiyngroof, that the

Home Army was Asystematically searching out Jews hiding in
173.



clearing. We were very surprised to see that all of these people were without véed#ipens
looked devastated and downcast, walking in groups of four. | lay down with my drawn weapon and
examinedthe rows of advancing people. Externally, they looked like any other partisans. | could
not figure out what had happened.

Al l of a sudden, one of them |l ooked at me . Our eyes
happening her e? anklin highaschoot Hewas the dnlywolishikid i the Jewish
Polish gymnasium in Vilna [Wilno]. He was a gelmbking guy, tall and splendidly built, very
friendly and liked by everyone. Now he was walking here among the lines of Polish partisans
without weapons. They were POWs being taken to their deaths! | could not exchange any words
with him, and he disappeared as if it had all been a dream. | could not imagine that Jank, who was
so goodhearted, could belong to a group of é®émites who killed JewShey were theArmia
Krajowa (AK). Only a short time passed before we heard shots from the directions of the clearing.
Then a deathly quiet descended.

€ the headquarters of the Soviet partisan movement
from Moscav to get rid of the AK. Colonel Markov, the head of the Voroshilov Brigade, had sent
an order to all divisions in the Naroch [Narocz] Forest to get rid of the Polish brigade that still had
some ties with Russian partisans. On this day, all the fighterbéhenged to the Polish brigade
were ordered to come, without weapons, to this clearing in the forest and meet their Russian
comrades. When the Polish brigade arrived, the Soviets put fifteen of the commanders in a line and,
after they [the Soviets] reaghat [the commanders] were guilty of, which was resistance to the
Soviet rulers, they were killed on the spot.

Only the leaders were killed. Most of the Polish fighters were added to different Soviet regiments.
As time passed, they escaped and organthed own unit. They started fighting the Russian
partisans and killing Jews, collaborating with the SS. After the punishment, | saw hundreds of
Polish resistance soldiers returning from this execution that took place in the clearing. They
appeared veryhaken; | looked for Jank, my clasat®, but could not find him among the

returnees®

Another Jewish partisan, Peter Smuszkowicz, is much more straighforward. He signals the direct and
foreseeable consequences of that assault on relations betweenrigteaSd Polish partisans: relations that

had been favourable up to that time turned hostile overnight.

During the summer of 1943, Yacov and | were members of a Soviet partisan brigade named after
its commander Ponnomarenko [sic]. A large group of partitachments, including the Markov
Brigade [actually the Voroshilov Brigade led by MarBoM.P] were assembled in the forest. The
Markov Brigade was a strong force and had steady contact with Moscow, both through radio

connections and airplane (Kukuruzhikops. Nearby was a Polish partisan base known as Kmicic
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Moshe Kalcheim, edWith Proud Bearing, 1939945: Chapters in the History of Jewish Fighting in the Naroch
Forests(Tel Aviv: Organization of Partisans, Underground Fighters, and Ghetto Rebels in Israel, 1991), Internet:
<http://www.shtetlinks.jewistpen.org/Svencionys/naroch_partisans.htmi>.
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