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On the sixtieth anniversary
of the mass deportation
of hundreds of thousands
of Polish citizens to the Gulag

To the memory of countless victims
of Communist oppression
perpetraed by the organs

of the Soviet Union
and their local collaborators

M. T. poSwifAcam



Foreword

On August 23, 1939, Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union entered into-Ad¢passion Pact (the so
called MolotovRibbentrop Pact) which paved the way for the imminent invasion of Poland. A Secret
Protocol to that Pact praded for the partition of Poland, as well as for Soviet domination of the Baltic
States and BessaraBi&ermany attacked Poland on Septemiérvihile the Soviet strike was delayed
until September 172 Polish forces continued to fight pitched battleshwhe Germans until early October
1939 (the last large battle was fought at Kock on OctoBrafter which the struggle went underground.
After overrunning Poland, the Nazis and Soviets agreed, under the terms of a Secret Supplementary
Protocol to theGermanSoviet Boundary and Friendship Treaty of September 28, 1939, to a redrawn
common border. Each side seized roughly half of Poland, thus ensuring that the country would be once
again wiped off the face of Europe. They also undertook a common staggjlest Polish resistantdo
suppress dall beginningso of APolish agitationd and
this ushered in a period of close cooperation between the NKVD and the Gelstaperet police of the
Soviet Union ad Nazi GermanyLists of Poles slated for execution were carefully compiled, traded and
expanded.

Contacts between those two organizations intensified and meetings were called to discuss how best to
combat Polish resistance and eradicate Polish reteistence. A joint instructional centre for officers of
the NKVD and the Gestapo was opened at Zakopane in December 1939. The decision to massacre Polish
officers a't Katyn (transliterated as Katy @& in Polish) w;:
officials of the Gestapo and NKVD convened in Zakopane on February 20, 1940. While the Soviets
undertook the extermination of captured Polish officers, the @esroarried out, from March 31, a parallel
fiOperation ABO ai med 4This faetrershipalig hohrgmaiR a $eeret tbrdomg. @ i t e s .
September 19 Pravdapublished a SoviecBer man communi qu® confirming the j

Stail nds armies in the i nv a"sAravdaproudly afhouhcacta milliotsmofitSe pt e mbe r
readers tdatvvi éGefmaendship is now established forev
Supreme Soviet on October®*8Myacheslav Molotov, 8ai r man of the Counci l of Peo

openly applauded the destruction of Poland:

A short blow at Poland from the German Army, followed by one from the Red Army was enough to reduce
to nothing this monster ¢ h maydike orfdisliketHelerishy, lritceveyy samd Ver s ai |

Yn actual fact, the United States government (and probably the British and French ambassadors) gained a general idea

of the contents of the secret protocol from a fAleako at
Herwarth), but did at make them public. See Anna Ciencidlag Rise and Fall of Communist Nations, 191994

(Lawrence, Kansas, 1999), chapter 4, V, posted on the Internet at: <http://www.ku.edu/~ibetext/texts/cienciala/>.

2 The reason for the delay was likely on accouhthe war the Soviet Union was waging with Japan along the

Manchurian (Manchukuo) border at the time. It was not until September 16, 1939 that-fredastveen the two

sides came into eff ec tSovieScampaidghaandralaiolg§3mbD 45, dJapahes€. B. De
The Oxford Companion to World War (lDxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 1995), 638t Norman

Davies,Europe: A History(Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 1996), 998. On SeptemBeraszthe

Polish armies were regrouping in the southeast, the Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Vladimir P. Potemkin, handed a

note to the Polish ambassador in Moscow, Wacgaw Grzybowski
of Poland, and that the Polistov@ernment had collapsed (neither was true). See Ciendiaia,Rise and Fall of

Communist Nations, 1917994 ,chapter 4, V.

®For example, Mussolini had been a Communist as recently as 1921. There was a time when Marx and Engel had been
sympathetic to éxkeme German nationalism, and, in addition, had exterminatory attitudes towards partitioned Poland.

In May 1851, Engels wrote in a |letter to Marx: AWrest fror
fire, eat their | ddeyh heaae eF &d ®s Sefe EassitsnmMo Action Fran-ai
Socialism(New York and Chicago: Holt Rinehart and Winston, 1963), 154, 541.

“Andr z ej Leszek SzczeSnEmkyk IiKme d/ids KReblomeolsiidiydalmsa d n
Encyklopedyczne, 2002), vol. 9, 168%0; Sergo BeriaBer i a, My Fat her : I(Lorglond e Stalinbd
Duckworth, 2001), 319 n.39 and n.43.



person will understand that that ideology cannot be destroyed by force. It is, therefore, not only nonsensical
but also criminal to pursue a war Afor the destruction

The NaziSoviet alliancdasted for over a year and a half, until shortly before Germany turned on its
erstwhile ally on June 22, 1941. During this time the Soviet Union was the principal supplier of much

needed raw materials for the German war machine which, in the meantirapiesc®enmark, Norway,

the Netherlands, Belgium, much of France, and smashed the Western Forces. Communism and Fascism,

both of which are based on radical socialism, made natural bed compamtSoviet invaders struck a
major blow not only to Polishtatehood, but also to Polish institutions, cultural and religious life, state

officials and military officers, as well as the civilian population. As the evidence gathered here shows, in
addition to a fAclasso compone pebplevik.jtoehSoviettstate)ctke at t he

assault also had a marked dntlish dimension. It was exacerbated by a calculated fueling of ethnic

tensions which pitted Ukrainians, Belorussians, and Jews against ethnic Poles. According to historian Anna

Cienciala,

As in Germaroccupied Poland, Soviet policy was to liquidate the educated Poles. At first, Soviet authorities
called on the peasants, who were predominantly
landlords and take what they wantedhisTled to a short but brutal period of murder and robbery perpetrated
by the worst elements. At the same time, Soviet NKVD (security) officers shot many Polish landowners,
officers, teachers, priests, judges, administrators, policemen, border guardsutetd. hand, according to

l'ists prepared beforehand. &

Ukraini

While most of the Jewish population of eastern Poland was politically passive, some Jews, especially young

men and women with Communist sympathies, cooperated with the Soviets. They becamenpriontiree

new local militia and helped Soviet authorities in hunting down Polish political leaders and administrators.
Although these pr&ommunist Jews made up a very small minority of the total Jewish population, they were

highly visible in oppressing éhPole$.

Historian Peter Stachura offers the following perspective on these events:

Polish attitudes towards the Jews [under the German occupation], however, may well have been negatively

shaped, in the first instance, by irrefutable evidence that aatingely large numbers of them in Eastern

Poland not only rejoiced in 1939 at the fall of the Second Republic but also welcomed with enthusiasm the

invading Red Army. Jews of this type willingly became officials of the Soviet regime there, becoming

involved in the widespread reprisals and atrocities that were committed against ethnic Poles, especially those
of the educated and propertied classes. As Soviet Bolshevik commissars, believing that the day of their

national and class liberation had arrived, théses often proved to be the most fanatical, intent on the

effective depolonisation of the Eastern Provindes.

The downfall of the Polish state was not only a time for rejoicing for many, but also appeared to provide

a free licence to attack Poles isctiminately. Inherento these actions is the prevalent notion of getting rid
of the Poles as representatives of the old order for the sake of the newi®paséd order. The assault
triggers resembled each other schematically, suggesting that a sledv@dour taken from simplified

stereotypical patterns determined the dynarofahe attacks on Pole$heseoutbursts of violencearried

a deeply symbolic meaningh& Polish victims were not attacked because of actual misdeeds of individual
persons. ne of themharmedthe Jews or other minorities. The Polish victims were attacked because of

Ssee , for exampl e:-Sberir sman P B dkej Oxferd @ofnaan ito, World War TB0' 82;
AfGer-Blami et No n a g g The dlewi Eaayclofpaada BritamnickSth edition,Micropaedia,vol. 5: 212;
Alexandra Viatteau with Stanislaw Maria Jankowski and Youri Z&taline assassine la Pologne, 193947 (Paris:
£ditions du.Seuil, 1999) , 94

® Cienciala,The Rise and Fall of Communist Nations, I91i994 chapter 4, V.

"Peter D. St-Aewius la, RélPatt iiesms i n the Aftermath of the
D. Stachura, ed.Perspectives on Polish Historstirling, Scotland: The Centre for Research in Polish History,

University of Stirling, 2001), 87. See also Peter D. StachB@and in the Twentieth CenturfHoundmills,

Basingstoke, Hampshire and London: Ma c $8)j 1B99)ale2l0B.r e s s ,

Hol oc a

1999,



what they symbolized. What is momgith few exceptionshese vile deeds did not elicit protests on the part
of the nonPolish population. They werby and largetolerated by therf\.

In the bloody month of September 1939 alordmusands of Poles, for the most part civilians and
soldiers, perishediot at the handsf the Soviet invadersbut at the handsf their fellow citizens. A

8 This paragraph paraphrases arguments that are commonly directed aSPelEsa Redefi Po |l i sh B8 gr oms 19
1920 and 1945/46: Theoretical Approaches, Triggers, Points of Ref@gr@ndéarija Wakounig, ed.From Collective
Memoriesto Intellectual Exchange®iennaand Berlin: Lit Verlag, 2012202,205 6.

® The Englishlanguage literature onintert hni ¢ r el ati ons i n Kedya&Vschdigeatthast ern Bor
time of the Soviet invasion in September 1939 is rathersepdihe events are little known except for some fairly

general references and a handful of artickesne recent examples of the cursory treatment of this ®gitwe of which

do not mention Jews specifically, follow. Richard J. EvafBe Third Reich at @&f, 19391945 (London: Allen

Lane/ Penguin Books, 2008) , 45: ATheir extermination [i.e.,
campaign by the Soviets to eradicate Polish national culture. It was accompanied by massive intercomma®al viole

in which many thousands of Poles were slaughtered by paramilitaries from Ukrainian and Belarussian national
minorities in the Polish east, e n c o Bloodlandsd Eulope Bdétween Sovi et C
Hitler and Stalin(New York: Bast Books, 2010), 12526:fi Sovi et occupying forces in east
lower orders of society in the vacated heights. Prisons were emptied, and political prisoners, usually communists, were

put in charge of local government. Soviet agitators upgssants to take revenge on landlofdgugh most people

resisted the call to criminality, chaos reigned as thousands did not. Mass murders with axes were suddenly frequent.

One man was tied to a stake, then had some of his skin peeled off and hissalteddefore being forced to watch

the execution of his family. Usually the Red Army behaved well, though sometimes soldiers joined in the violence, as

when a pair killed a Il ocal d fsftivc8in&luDmeSk drrialt The Bty ofook hi s g
Collaboration, Resistance, and Retribution During World Waf Bou |l der , Col orado: Westview Pr
what wused to be eastern Poland, the Polish population was
Lithuanian historiarGa r T nas Lei ki s relativizes, and in effect denies,
Polish neighbours. Hdescribesvhat happened asmply an interethnic struggle, in which all groups were equally

targetedand credits théortuitous Sovieadvancewith putting a stop tat. APolish citi zdPolss, of al | b a

Ukrainians, Belarusians, Jefv$ought against each other in the last hours of the Second Polish Republic. These
encounters, which were often bloody, contributed to the atmasplfiehaos and lawlessness. Only the Soviet advance
averted fullscale civil war. The average citizen most probably preferred foreign occupation to battles, robbery, and the

settling of | oc althasaatloritevas thé Boled\who iaitied attatle ort thee minorities, seemingly

for no apparent reason: fithe Polish army, joined by Polish
occasions. 0 He gives no credence to r epormtheribwastiee ws att acl
Poles who attacked the Jews, their traditional fiscapegoat s
the collapse of the Polish state onto the minorities, but cites no historian who supposedly has advanced this
prepos er ous theory. He al so suggests that a bettaolled focus for
6betrayal 6 of its fellow citizens or the inadequacy and d

i J e wAolshRelationsmd t he Li t huani an PblintSudiesintPolishslewryol. 1% Pdlishha, 0 i n

Jewish Relations in North Ameri¢®xford and Portland, Oregon: The Littman Library of Jewish Civilization, 2007),

521i 36, here at 5224. Mark Mazower downplays¢h event s of September 1939. He ackno
wing Polish Jewso greeted the Red Army with enthusi asm, a s
some peasants massacred wéilPolish families and took over their property. 3éark MazowerHi t | er 6 s Empi r e:
How the Nazis Rules Eurogiew York: The Penguin Press, 2008)j 98. A more recent example Adexander V.

Prusin, The Lands Between: Conflict in the East European Borderlands,i 1892 (Oxford and New York: Oxford

Universty Press, 2010), 1288, which is rather selective in its treatment of the Jewish dimension. Prusin says virtually

nothing about the conduct of the Jewsfwr i t es about \VAtleolutipmidingianyebaakgrosiral ltosthe

events in questiorii Mereprisals acquired a definite ethnic connotation and were based on the actual behaviour of the

culprits as mucha on anticipation of their disloyalty. I n Vol kovys
district the troops killed six Jews for their alleged host
diversionaries, for the most part Je\fand some Belosussians), attackeelPo | i sh army barracks in W

burned part ofthem down, and lootedheir contents.They seized rifles andlistributedthem among local pre

Communist elements who formed a miliaad took control the townlUndeistandably, Polish forces retaliated. See

Marek Wierzbicki,Po |l acy i Biagorusini w  z abbioargzoer ussdkwiee cnkai-mz i eSntioascuhn k
wschodnich 11 Rzeczypos p odloi\eéajsawp \(oldmea, 2a0),a48) Marels\Wienzkiie c k N 1 93 9
Pol acy i tydzi w zaborGydswswiee kr an: zwSecnii sadontk cph-pgbrl sdRPo pod o k
s owi ec ki’g41)(Wa@sav@ Fronda, 2001), 86.or addi ti onal confirmation see EIliy
Occupation at the Beginning f the War, 0 i n Kalkovyske The Staysdi a dewigenjst e d . |,
Community (Tel-Aviv, 1988), 11920, Part Il of The Volkovysk Memorial BoofMahwah, New Jersey: Jacob

Solonon Berger, 2002). Prusialleges that he Pol i sh plhelumiangloy Wwaiveedw for the ti



particularly heinous crime ascur r ed i n Br zost owwheraneighhogranneigebaur Gr odno
violence, which would escalate dramatically during the war, was pioneebedit & score oPoles and
possibly morewere tortured and butchered in a paroxysm of violence by a Maddtand of local pre
Communist Jews and Belorussideforethe arrival of the Red Army. Subsequently, the Soviet authorities
legalized the excesses committed against Poles in September and October 1939. In March the following
year , t he Co uaommisdars prénouRcedotipal Sovies lawGras in force (ioafled Western
Belorussia) only from November 2, 1939, that is, from the moment of the formal incorporation of the
seized Polish territory into the Sorvkiientg Upnée copl.e 00 nh eyf
that date were punishable. At the same ti me, it was f
peopled for deeds fAprovoked by their exploiters and
the victims and cylrits were reversef. Mass murders of Poles continued to be carried out locally
throughout the Soviet occupatidor the most part by the NKVIas evidenced by the discovery in 2063
Wgodzi mi erdseWwalignm@&seaadh containing hundreds of Peitdlms, mostly state officials.

It is widely recognized by historians that the portrait of Pealistvish relations presented in Holocaust
historiography is seriously flawed.Writing in the New York Review of Bogk€olumbia University

reckoningdd with the Jews. (P. 140.) We know with certaint
no such thing. Relatively few retaliations occurred upon the entry of the Germans in the sunSwt, aind they

were the work of a tiny minority of the populatiddi t i ng Prusin, American historian R.
though generally smallescale [than the attacks on Germans], excesses occurred elsewhere, directed against other

minorities , |l i ke Ukrainians, Byel orussians and Jews, whose | oya

Douglas has nothing to say about the widespread atrocities against Poles initiated by those groups. See R. M. Douglas,

Orderly and Humane: The Eyfsion of the Germans after the Second World \(Wew Haven and London: Yale

University Press, 2012), 4An older publicationthat dealsn depthwith Polishminority relations in Soviebccupied

Eastern Polanth a more balanced wayg Tadeusz PiotrowskPo | andés Hol ocaust: Et hnic Strif
Occupying Forces, and Genocide in the Second Republicj 1948 (Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland, 1998),

4858, 14447, 198 201

“Marek Wierzbicki, ABi agorusini woblex4 wiwdeiyrMikloskiandc ki ch 1 P
Anna PyUewsdkecaz Ntecks .wojsmwi @acliméjecko | o6 Warlsuadw:o Sk s tcytwitl nan
NarodoweiK o mi s j a $ c i gzeawkeNarddowi Balskiemu, 2003), 26.

M British historian Norman Davies, probably the foremost authority on Polish history in the West, had this to say about
the state of historical writings on the subject in his seminal dookd 6 s P | ay g r ofuPolahd(Netv Ydiki st or vy
Columbia University Press, 1982), vol. 2, 265:

One of the meanest of modern historical controversies surrounds the conduct of-flesvistnpopulation

towards the Nazisd Final Sol ut i on .elistSsuches LekenWiiss h  wr i t er
have spread the view that the Poles actually rejoiced at the fate of the Jews or at best were indifferent
6bystandersdé. é Both sides in the controversy overl ook

so much fierceand more protracted in Poland than anywhere in Europe. To ask why the Poles did so little to

help Jews is rather like asking why the Jews did nothing to assist the Poles. Stories of individual gallantry,

though real enough, vastly exaggerated the oppibiga for chivalry which actually existed. In a world

where immediate death awaited anyone who contravened Nazi regulations, the Nazis could always exact a
measure of coper ati on from the terrified popul atriogn. é Both
and were conditioned by it. ¢é 1t is true that the Home
in 1939 40 or the mass deportations of 1B81Yet to turn such facts into evidence of wilful neglect would

seem to perpetrate a libel asigies as any which has been levelled against the Jews themselves. In the nature

of things, the Underground was notoriously suspicious about all refugees, outsiders, and strangers, not only

about Jews, and protected just as many as they turned away. Téte Badierground failed to oppose not

only the actions against the Jews, but equally, until 1943, all the executions and mass deportations of Polish

civilians. In the earlier years of the war, it was simply too weak and too disorganized to attempt anything

oo her than | ocal di versions. With the one exception of
the Final Solution was all but complete by the time the Underground was strong enough to take action. In the
meantime, the Council of Help for thewse ( RPt ) , organi zdaenExlhy ebbe D&Ebvgaheae

arranged for tens of thousands of Jews to be hidden and cared for. The survivors were all too few, but in the
circumstances, it is hard to see how it could have been otherwise.
American historia Richard C. Lukas has made the following pointed observations about the widespread
fdemoni zationo of P o | TeesForgotten Ralosausp iThe iP@les Undar gserman Wdcypation,
1939 1944(Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 1986), a0i221:



hi storian | stv8§n De8k stated authoritatively: ANo i
misunderstanding, mendacity, and sheer racial prejudice than that of-Religth relations duringvorld

Wa r *IMobreoder, ayone who disagrees with authafsthat ilk, whothemselvesdierate no discussion,

or evendares to cite testimonies to the contrasybranded a denier, nationalist, or eddimite.This is

doubly compounded in the case béteastern half of Poland, which was occupied by the Soviet Union in

19391941 and where the tone of JewRablish relations was set by the Jews. For fifty years it was

impossible in Communist Poland to write objectively about the Soviet invasion, amcks#ierrounded the

fate of the Polish population under Soviet rule. Abr
pressing matters and focused on the deedsdtlef the pri
Germans and Soviets. Excdpt memoirs and archival records, most of which were unpublished, the deeds

of local collaborators were rarely mentioned. Even with the political changes that took place in Poland in

1989 no concerted effort was made to collect and publish such materials.

This state of affairs played into the hands of Holocaust historians who, preoccupied with Jewish
victimization under the Nazi regime, ignored, glossed over or simply denied the fact of Jewish
collaboration with the Soviet invaders of Poland both in919941, and again from 1944 onward. Indeed,
in recent years we have witnessed a concerted effort to relegate Jewish misconduct to the realm of
unfounded perception on the part of the Poles thatlitieesor no basis in fact. Thus a serious void or,
worsest i I I, deni al about these Athornyod i ssues per meate
In a dramatic reversal from his darlscholarship, Jan T. Gross has now disted the notion of Jewish
collaboration with the Soviet occupation regiragyocatinginsteadcollective guilt on the part of thHeoles
who fAbroadly coll aborated with the Ger mans, up to an
agai nst “tOther Jedvishwhistorians, such@mer Bartovare even more stridemt itheir denia:

Because of a lack of understanding of the Holocaust in its broadest terms, writers have perpetuated the
stereotypical view of the ar8emitic Pole as the primary or even the sole explanation for Polish attitudes and
behavior toward the Jews duriMgo r | d  War || . &

Television has reinforced the negative image of the Poles too. In one installment of the television version of
Her man Winds lofdMarHeinrich Himmler informs Adolf Hitler that 3,000 men and officers of the
Einsatzgrupperare readyto kill the Jews in Russia. They will be the organizers, says Himmler, but the local
popul ation wil/| execute the job, and there are fdAplenty
with the NBC adapt aHolocaust,which focGsed anost ex@usieely ord the Jewish
tragedy and ignored the plight of Poles, who, when depicted, were seen essentially in a negative light.
[ Anot her exampl eSo sh i d svhic@ fateelpclams that & Rolish scholar pioneered
the icka of murdering Jews in gas chambers long before the Nazis came to power in Geivh&dy.

If novelists and publicists perpetuate distortions of the Poles and their history, one would at least hope for
better in the writings of historians. Unfortunateityis disquieting to read most writings on the Holocaust,
because the subject of Polidawish relations is treated so polemically. Preoccupied with the overwhelming
tragedy of the Jews, Jewish historians, who are the major writers on the subjectif mretyattempt to
qualify their condemnations of the Poles and their defense of the Jews. The result is tendentious writing that
is often more reminiscent of propaganda than of history. Despite the scholarly pretensions of many of these
worksd and theres genuine scholarship in some of these bdakey have contributed little to a better
understanding of the complexity and paradox of Palislvish wartime relations.

Another prime example is the literary hoBginted Bird,passed off as an autobiographieatount of the wartime
experiences of its author, Jerzy Kosinski. The carefully cultivated deception surrounding the reception of this novel was
exposed by James Park Sloan inJaszy Kosinski: A BiographfNew York: Dutton/Penguin, 1996, which esselhia
accepted the accuracy of an ear | iCearny pasibr{ 6 ¢tha @sxkp:o s @a rbayb udto a
Warsaw: CIS, 1994). Siedlecka was also featured in a subsequent British Broadcasting Corporation doc8ewentary,
Lies and Jerzy Kosinski.
Speaking of this controversial topic, British historian Norman Davies remarked in his foreword to the revised edition
of Ri c h a Mhk Fdrgotkea ldofosaugNew York: Hippocrene, 1997), one of the most balanced accounts of

Polish-Jewish relationsni t he war period, it effectively puts to rest
murderers,d 6Jewish victimsd and 6Polish bystanders.d In r
not just Jews; and bystanding was one ofitreast r epresentative of Polish warti me a

25 Me mor i e sNew York Review aof Bookhjne 26, 1997.

13 Jan T. GrossNeighbors: The Destruction of the Jewish Community in Jedwabne, P@aindeton and Oxford:
Princeton University Pres2001), 135.



AAs a myt h, the tale of Jewish collaboration with tF
potent canard of thErotocols of the Elders of Ziolhs hi st or vy, i*fThe imest disiurbimgl vy f al s e
trend in that scholarshipas been to focus on the German invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941 and
play down to the point of dismissing or obscuring the brutal Soviet occupation that preceded that event.
Even clear reports of Jewish collaboration found in key documents fhat period are ignored or
discounted out of hand, such as the charge levelled by the legendary Polish courier, Jan Karski, who was
made an Honorary Citizen of Israel for his role in warning the West about the Holocaust and cannot be
accused of harbourin hostility toward the JewS. Writing in early 1940, at a time when the mass
deportations of Poles were not yet underway, Karski reported:

14 Omer BartovErased: Vanishing Traces of Jewish Galicia in Predeay Ukraine(Princeton and Oxford: Princeton
University Press, 2007), 40.

15 Among the many offenders are internationally known historians Jan Tomasz Gross, Antony Pdhansky,

ZawadzKki , and even | stv8n Des8k, an otherwise balanced hi st
| abel Polish historians with whom they disagree as f@Anati on
charges agast Jews from is a tethle sign of their own bias or etttnoat i onal i s m. See, for exampl e
essay,iA Tangl ed Web: Confronting Stereotypes Concerning Re
Communi st $sdvs8n De §k,onyladh eddThe P8litics sf Retrib@iondn Elirope: World War I

and lts Aftermath(Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2000)1 249 ; Antony Pol onsky
Al ntr od uPoliniiStudies i Palish Jewrypl. 13: Focusing on the Holocaustnd its AftermatiLondon and

Portland, Oregon: The Littman Library of Jewish Civilization, 20008 3 ; Paul Zawadzki ds article A
Worl d War 11,0 and Antony Pol onskydsThaHdocaast Encyg@#diBo | i sh Je wr
(New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2001); 8264869 3 ; Eergk on Trial,39, 151. Andrzej

tbi kowski , a historian associated with the Jewish Historic
historian, both purge ke passages from Karski dés report attesting to the
as does American historian Joshua Zi mmer man, while highli

tbi kowski 6s fAJewi sh &kbatchi bhet Kr b g BiNnvSRidigstn®alishdawryl1 939, 0 i n
vol. 13 (2000): 627 2 ; and Al Fugiives df thes Honest: 3he Heroic Story of Jewish Resistance and Survival

during the Second World WéForonto: Stoddart, 1998), 145 (Levire 6 s book was published with ac
Canada Council for the Arts and the Ontario Arts Council); Joshua D. ZimmeTimarRolish Underground and the

Jews, 19301945 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2015), 74. Martin Dean, a scholar atetherJor

Advanced Holocaust Studies, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C., ignores the important

report altogether in hi€ollaboration in the Holocaust: Crimes of the Local Police in Belorussia and Ukrainej 4941

(Houndmills, Basgstoke, Hampshire and London: Macmillan, 2000, 8. Al exander Prusinds treat
between Poles and other minorities, especially Jews, under Soviet occupation is also rather unéais.tdHe

acknowledge that Jewish collaboration was aéd at Polessomethingwhich Jan Karski describes in his report of

February 1940, but instead focuses on that portion of the report where Karski speculates that the Polish population

all egedly fAoverwhel mingly waitlidcH omexeérre matmer iodl i6zbd i oidry LI
which Prusin denies). See Alexander V. Prusime Lands Between: Conflict in the East European Borderlandsj 1870

1992 (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 2010), 140, F58sin is not familiar with ifortant Polish

scholarship. He is unaware of the true extent of the atrocities cominjtteldkrainians and Belorussiaagainst the

Polish military and civilian population in September 1939, most of which occurred before the arrival of the Red Army.

He aceaises the Polish army of strikingndomly at the minorities living in that area. He avoids mentioning the

invol vement of Jews in activities directed against Pol es,

and looting, and downplays their widespread, genuine sufmothe new Soviet regime. He relies solely on -non

Polish sources for his description of the events in Wogdgko
responded to attacks by Jews, Belorussians and Ukrainians (Polish civilians includirepsefueye murdered in

TroSci ani ei29) For Pblishiadcounts see2Marek Wierzbidkip | acy i tydzi w zaborze sowi
polskeUy dows ki e na zwsearh caccrhi cph- glnlocR® p o d i1k (Warsawj A¥onds,o wi e c k N (
2001),69 Wi ej ka), 80 (WogkowPekpryMar 8kaWobeuvsbhtckiw, zaborze sow
biagoruskie na-wsicéhmidadit hpldnoRzneoczypospoliildde(Warspsad okupac]
Vol umen, 2000) 148 ( Wo § b avdyBEsvlt Siemas?kg,auddyosbl- g wve t ® o e ndaoskzokn a n e p

nacjonalist-w ukrai Gskich ia%5(Wansdw w8 barowigcky) 2000), wi. 1, 86 gy ni a, 1
(TroScNanRebibeUOyp (1996): 27; no. 56 (2016 Adjtypolskaskcia Tr oSci ani
nacjonalist-w ukrai Gkich w Magopol sce Wschodledddj w Swiet]l
8 (TroScianiec).

Although the methodology advocated by German historian Christoph Mick is commendable, in that he ttatlares

he strives to acknowledge the divergent perspectives of various ethnic groups, in practice his application of this
approach i s of t en selective and, at ti mes, apol ogetic. :
Ukrainians, and Jews in Lwiunder Soviet and German Occupation, 1989 Joarnal of Contemporary Historyol.



46, no. 2 (April 2011): 3383; Christoph MickfiiLvi v under S&t9#dét oRuheTi m®88BYy Snyder
Brandon, edsStalin and Europe: Imitation and Dominatiot928 1953 (New York: Oxford University Press, 2014),

138 62; Christoph Mick,L e mber g, L w- i947: lViblencevand Eth@idityl in a Contested Qi¥est
Lafayette, Indiana: Purdue University Press, 20Migk ignores important testimoniemcluding Jewish ones, that
portray Jews in an unfavourabl e | i glh4y sudhwes thosegfJanKarskSovi et oc

Aleksander Wat, Adam Schaff, Henryk Reiss, Hugo Steinhaus and others, that sheafstuch as the denunciation

of Poles the targeting of Poles hiews in the Red militigand the privileged treatmentofJewsi c k 6s sel ecti vi ty
narrow focus on the Jewish perspective is apparent in his chaiteegpassages from memgqiadl of themwritten by

Jews in his essain Stalin and EuropeThe occasional references to such matters in chaptei.5eomb e r g, Lw- w,

L 6vi vilo947(€dl, the activities the Red militia, in which Jews played a dominant role in the early stage of the

Soviet occupation, are described withoeference to its makep or are glossed over or cast doubt on in the context of

arrests of Poles, at pp. 260, 265, 270, 288downplayed aneéclipsedoyc oncl usi ons | i ke the foll ow
national identification but political and class beliefh at shaped the way Sovi éelhe troops we
predominant ethnic makep of those greeting the Sovi Hugo Stemhaasda&r s i n Lw
renowned mathematician of Jewi sh ordngarnmo urse cmad s sead onfi t he vesh
Lw-w who fAhad turned out to greet the Bolshevi ks adorned i
among the Russian officers. Others disarmed Polish officers in the streets, kissed Russian tanks and stroked the

ar t i ISéeldugoyStetmhaus/Vspomnienia i zapiskiLondon: Aneks, 1992), 169. Telgly, Mick interprets the gross
overrepresentation of Jewish students at the University ¢
treatment under Sovietule and downplays the importance of ethnicity in their advanceren267) While

approximately ten percent of the population of Eas@&aliciawas Jewishin April 1941 Jews constituted 44 @ercent

of the studersat t he r agversity Bisk fadsntd pention ficial Soviet statisticandicating an equally

disproportionate or even high&wish component atherinstitutions of highet e ar n i n g42.i3 percéntat the

Medical Academy, 51.5 percent at the Pedagdditstitute, 56.7 percérat the Polytechnicand 88.1 percent at the

Business Academy(NonJews were thus almost completely excluded at the last of these institutionZ)bSges g a w

P o p § abzijk Politechniki Lwowskiej 1844945( Wr oc § a w: Zakgad Nar o,deef)y28li mi eni a Os
(the percentage of Jews at the Business Academy has been a
fact, these statisticshow that there wasiored not les® ethnicbased favouritism under Soviet rule than in interwar

Poland, inthis case in favour of Jews. (In other contexts, Mick uses the underrepresentation of Jews as preof of anti

Semitisnd see pp. 43, 264.) Mick notes that, after being accused by Jewish students of belonging to nationalist
organizations, four Polish studem®re beaten at the Polytechnic (Mick does not make it clear that their assailants

were Jews), and the Polish students were then arrested by the authorities (p. 283). Mick neglects to note that when

Jewish students had been attacked by Polish studentteiwan Poland, it was the attackers who faced arrest and

punishment, and not protection from the authorities. So much for Soviet justice and equal treatment of various ethnic
groupsWhen speaking of Home Army #dAgeneru(pi283® Miclkadoesinaati onso a
mention that Jan Karski, the celebrated Polish underground courier, arrived at similar conclusions after his visits to

Lw-w in the fall of 1939. Reducing the Poles6é reaction t
m sfortune (p. 283) or to a Auniversal hatredo of Jews (p.
borne out by many other reports (p. 288) . Nor does Mick r
their own 27)game with conséquences: They could not then call for solidarity with the other groups or

fall back on the notion that they were fAfellow citizens, 0

the shorlived multi-ethnic Polish wte rapidly disintegrated, and this was apparent at every Thmmmost telling

conclusion one could draw the overview of Polish political and patriotic activism under Soviet rule (p. 281) is one that

Mick never explicitly acknowledges: Virtually the grictive support for the restoration of Polish statehood was to be

found among the Polish population, in particular the Polish undergréuteinpts made by the Polish conspiratorial

organization in WinoZ wi Nz e k Wad Union f@ BAmmed Straggle) in the second half of 1940 to reach a
cooperative agreement with Jewish underground gr-oups <came
Sovi et agitation. See Reblnd Gindewsavikt,Occipdtibne 19309 4 1 sd UmdSmgder
Brandon,Stalin and Europe: Imitation and Domination, 192853,105. Exceptions to this norm rarely included Jews.

A group of young persons arrested for-fralish and antSoviet activity in Lida and Branowicze in May 1940, for

example, included, in addition to Poles, several Belorussians and one Tatar, but n&ekWXotr Szwagrzyk,

Czerwona apokalipsa: Agr es jiaej kbneekMendiguK r Saockw ive: ¢ kA%1620 2 M1ad )Po | s k
However, Mick later faults the Polish underground for not being inclusive of ethnic minorities under the German

occupation, even though those minastiwere generally opposed or indifferent to the goals of the Polish underground

from the outset. Mick claims that only 1,600 Jews registered for return to the German occupation zone in 1940 (p. 272),

whereas the actual number was far, far gredtetording to partial Soviet figures, of the almost 39,000 persons who
registered in Lw-w by the end of March 1940, 26, 068 were
more than 54,000 persons had regi st erhe@ernmamzorievand,9250 f whom -
wanted to remain in the Soviet Union. In total 66,000 people (approximately 90% of them Poles) were eventually

allowed to leave, among them 1,600 JeBmeGrzegorzHryciuk, Pr zemi any nar odowoSci owe i l udn
Wschodnh e j i na Wo §yild48( Two rlual: a cAd aln® 3MA76 34z Vehieententionipgsdnte ) |,
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unspecifiedacts offi r e v oy dkmidian peasansn est ate owners and Polish settlers
economic exploitation and statancto ned v i ol @moree thedfactMhatcak many as several thousand Poles,

including soldiers and officials, were killed by Ukrainians in the course of several weeks startingSeptedber

1939 something that is well documented in Polish sourcesatswdconfirmed in Ukrainian sources. See, for example,

Andr i i Rukkas, AAntypol ski zbroini vystupy valyn Vol yni (ve
Kholmshchyna 1938947 rr.: Polskeukrainske protystoiannia ta ioho vidlunni@oslidzhenniadokumenty, spohady

(Lviv: Natsionalna akademiia nauk Ukrainy, Instytut ukrainoznavstvd.iirypiakevycha, 2003), 1188; Grzegorz

Motyka, Uk r ai Es k a pairlt9yDantkai aljad hoSi Organi zacij. Ukrai GBski cl
Powst aEcigeNar Arnwmi Instytut Studi - w Po2i73t §rycimknBrzerhian® AN and R
narodowoSci owe i l udnoSci owe w Ga lil948j157 58M=aiting to dakei net¢ i na Wo g

of these murders and their extent is simply inexcusafme could also view this through the lens of the

disproportionate treatment of the loss of Polish lives as compared to Jewish lives.) Yet Mick goes on to claim that

Polish soldiers, who were in fact constantly fired at and attacked by Ukrainians (smmdibk also neglects to

mention), Akilled Ukrainian peasantsodo simply because the:
constructed to greet the Red Army (259 60). Triumphal arches were built by Ukrainians and Jews in every town

and verymany villages, so this alone did not lead to occasional acts of retaliation by Polish soldiers. While omitting

mention of Poles being denounced by Jews, Jews buying up the property of Poles for a pittance;Paiesnon

benefitting materially from the sadidisplacement and deportation of Poles under the Soviet occupation, Mick readily

takes up such charges against Poles under the German occupation (pp. 303, 308). Mick also gives prominence to the

help given to Jews by Ukrainians during the German ocaupaiid the fact that some Ukrainians were executed by

the Germans for that reason (p. 308), whereas Yad Vashem statistics and Jewish testimonies indicate that help from the

smal l er Polish population was mor e ngfofteedalishpopulatidviibycttkebs tr eat n
Ukrainian Insurgent Army is rather confusing, as are many other issues: It first reduced to almost a mutual slaughter (p.

315), | ater appropriately recast (p. 31Bbpgomsbydbhep.radaeagjt

times unrepresentative Home Army reports are given unwarranted importance (i8,318., reports that claim the

position of the Jews was strengthened as a restulotnoof the H
among Poles). Mick raises the notion of Polish collaboration with the Soviets in the summer of 1944, even though the

Polish underground was initially the primary target of the NKVD, but not of Jewish collaboration or the much more

widespread collabot@n of many Ukrainians (p. 327). Nor does he mention that the Ukrainian underground stepped up

its ethnic cleansing campaign against Poles in Eastern Gafteiat he ar r i val of the Soviet arm
treatment of earlier periods is equally plematic. He ignores Jewish breaches of proclaimed neutrality dusng th

Polish-Ukrainian conflict in 19181 9 2 0 , such as those that occurred in Przemy
1918 Lw-w pogrom (73 deaths, p. 159) that has been disput
time Jewish sourcesrep t ed t hat thousands of Jews had been killed, y

regarding such matters (p. 164). He fails to mention that substantial monetary compensation was paid out to the victims

of the Lw-w pogr om bigkptovides iffoaratiors dboutathe makp of some of those aMested,

for example, of the 180 civilians detained at one point in the investigation, 47 were Greek Catholics and 7 were Jews

(the religious affiliation of some of those arrested was unknowmal) nates that criminals newly released from prison

were among the perpetrators (only belatedly does Mick acknowledge that these criminals were released by the
Ukrainian forces as they left the city, p. 165). However, these facts appear to have hawplittiedn his analysis of

the dynamics of these events. Obviously, many-Poles must also have participated, and the motives of the

perpetrators were often opportunistic rather than racial. Riots and plundering, after all, are a common occurrence during

times of war, civil strife, and social upheavals. While acknowledging that the Polish authorities carried out
investigations, numerous arrests and prosecutions, and meted out punishment to those found guilty, Mick claims that

the pogrom was Holsh gublie life (u A7) Buchianconclusion simply cannot be sustained by
contemporary standards, either Western or Jewish. At the time, Western countries routinely downplayed or ignored

their own atrocities, both local and colonial. (The treatmemlatks and Native Americans in the United States is but

one of many examples. After the Deir Yassin massacre of 1948, there were no investigations, arrests, prosecutions or
compensation by the Jewish authorities.) Mick essentially whitewashes the crimés®f West er n Ukr ai ni an P
Republic (ZUNR), whose often activities belied its democr
against Polish civilians such as the massacres in Sokolniki (November 11 and December 29, 1918, aboyt 50 killed

Bi gka Szl achecka and Bigka Kr -1l ewska ( Nov &wmblewo, 22 4, 1918,
executed), BrzeUany (17 executed), and many other smaller
of viol ence the Ukmiaiansaahonties ditectda pgainst the Poles, and that the Ukrainians behaved no

worse toward the Polish population that the Poles did toward Ukrainians (p. 180), without providing any evidence of

civilian massacres perpetrated by Poles on thig sklck fails to acknowledge that thousands of Polish prisoners died

in Ukrainian captivity, and that many of them were tortdrede e , for exampilNe ,ecRafnag GalzwNa,z
mi ecz i krewéoukKaoain@Ed kikt opGlaskaj n 8 PoodzmiaNE: w Wy d & wn h c t1d
PoznaGEski e, 2004) ; yet he appears to give credence to the

Polish internment camps (p. 210). Mick also downplays the extent of Ukrainian violence against Jews, @&t claims
contrary to all eviden@ethat the Polish army murdered several thousand Jews (p. 191). According to Jewish sources,
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The Jews have taken over the majority of the political and administrative positions. But what is worse, they
are deouncing Poles, especially students and politicians (to the secret police), are directing the work of the
(communist) militia from behind the scenes, are unjustly denigrating conditions in Poland before the war.
Unfortunately, one must say that these inotdeare very frequent, and more common than incidents which
demonstrate loyalty toward Poles or sentiment toward Poland.

however, the Polish army was responsible for 134 deaths, w
Nahum Gergelfi T h egro®san the Ukraine 1918 1 , ¥IVQO Annual of Jewish Social Sciengel. 6 (1951): 248.
Jewish sources describe many pogroms perpetrated by Ukrainaink mearw i n pl aces | i ke ZJocz-

Tarnopol, Rohatyn, and many other towns. Mick ignores important studies by Leszek Kania and Yaroslav Tynchenko
that deal with the issue of Jewitlkrainian collaboration. Despite proclaiming their neutrality in thisRdJkrainian

conflict, Jews participated in elections and various bra
Republic, and were granted many concessions deoi¢ide Poles as a reward for their suppbftick also ignores
important studieby Janusz Szze p a Es k i (whom he cites selectively for other

JewishBolshevik collaboration, a wetlocumented phenomenon that Mick summarily dismisses as a false
Aiperceptiono (p. Micka2appears tome unabtemeometo gripsenitht cenflicting reports that are

replete with generalizations (pp.i@2, 65); yet, in other contexts, he relies excessively on unwarranted generalizations

regarding the behaviour of nalews (pp. 28838). There are many other gapsinMi®é s knowl edge: he does 1
to appreciate that Greek Catholics are also members of the Roman Catholic church, but of its Eastern rite (p. 4); he is

unaware that the Treaty of Versailles called for a partition of the Upper Silesia based on the ofiteotimgy an

individual districts, and not a wholesale allocation of the plebiscite area based on the outcome of the global vote (p.

187); he does not know that the 1921 Polish census countedesklfed nationality, whereas the 1931 census polled
mothertongue (p. 210); he claims mistakenly tFPat § s ud s k i promi sed to support the este
outside Polandés 1772 bor deUksiniénpordedwas8t) run alerg ¢he beusz Riven. f act t h
Mick states that Ukrainian schools in Eastern Galicia decreaset#ttby11939 (p. 216), whereas, according to official

Polish statistics, in 1938, there were 4i8terun elementaryschoolswhereUkrainianwas the principl language of

instruction 2,485bilingual PolishUkrainian elementaryschoolsattended also b{?olish childrenwho wereto learn

Ukrainian and some 1,500 elementary schools where Ukrainian was taught as a subjeast&e#oland(London:

Polish Research Centre, 1941), #ick downplays the sacrilegious aspect of throwing pieces of bread (sonresrepo

also mention plasters and bricks, as well as spitting, which is a traditional Jewish practice at the sight of crucifixes) by

Jewish high schools students on a Corpus Christi Day procession in June 1929 (the body of Christ is represented by

bread,offen n t he form of a host, in Catholic liturgy), and t he
leaders (p. 241). Mick states that, in November 1932, a Polish veterinary medicine student was fatally stabbed with a
knife in a Amieemt tPiothe scl aasnhd bleetwi sh studentso (p. 242) . I n

Polish students knifed by a group of employed Jewish thugs, and a fourth Polish student was knifed the following day.
As the police arrest report cited by Mick shows, madirainians and Jews also participated in the ensuing

di sturbances. Mick claims erroneously that Athere were no
periodo (p. 219), and gl osses o0V e tacts) miated by &lqainempbliticdli st ur banc
factions, often spearheaded by university stud&d#s.Grzegorz Mazut,y ci e pol i tyczneild3®| ski ego Lv

(Krak: - w: Ksingar ni6a, 114 B% Mick mives &redence 200g0ssly inflated claimsaeting the

number of Ukrainians detained by the Polish authorities: 30,000 at the end of 1938, including 600 Ukrainian priests still

detained in the spring of 1939 (p. 246). Similarly inflated figures are often given in Ukrainian sources for the

preventatie arrests carried out by the Polish authorities on the eve of the German invdsierthéfe were a number

of arrests of suspected members of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists in the summer of 1939, only several

thousand Ukrainiamassociated ith radical and terrorist organizations wéneletentionat the beginning of September

1939 SeeHryciuk,Pr zemi any narodowoSciowe i ludnoSciowdgl948 Galicji W
163; Grzegorz Motyka,Od r ze z i wogy Eskaodoerj Kdof Hikktp i EKM7kEd® 4R - w:
Wydawnictwo Literackie, 2011), 4ZThat the Polish authorities were justified in takBugh precautionamneasures is

fully borne out by the dataef the German authorities and thattbé Organization of Wainian Nationalist{OUN)

itself: there were 4,000 Ukrainian nationalist agents trained in sabotage and diversion by the Abwehr (the German
intelligence organization); fromugust 29 until September 23, 1939, 7,7Q@N supprters took part in armed

subvesive activities directed at the Polish authorities in 183 localities, capturing 3,610 Poles, kiling 796, and

wounding 37.SeeAndrzej Szeferii Dy we r-ssaylj amtoa Uowa dzi agal noSi wrocgawski ej Ab
w pzededniu agresj iBihultdteyrmo wag-iverjejw K®On3i9s jri. ,Badwini a Zbr odni
32 (1987): 274, 2882, Grzegorz MotykaU k r ai Es ka 1p@i®g@anDkaagal noSi Organi zac]

Nacjonalist - -w i Ukr g iIWES lIsiaavj: Powdtyd Gd z Sjt uAln miwi P27B.i t ycznych
A disconcerting feature is the use of ABalish names for cities that had a Polish majority\aace part of the interwar
Polish state (Posen, Vilnius, Lovi v, p . 82), a practice t

contains quite a few typographical errors, two in one Polish verse alone (p. 17).
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In the face of many such unassailable contemporary testimonies, it is impossible to dispute the reality of
autonomous dynamics ihé relationships between Poles and Jews, albeit within the constraints imposed by
the occupiers. As a Jewish woman from Wilno remarked during the war,

Under Bolshevik rule antiewish sentiments grew significantly. In large measure the Jews themselees wer

responsible for this ¢é Jews aften denounced Pol es

Siberia. At every turn they mocked Pol es, yvel |l ed
mocked Pol esd patr i gakconsensationsd,@ointed sucPelish officers and forimer lhigh

é ai
out t

officials, cooperated with the NKVD of their own volition, and took partin arrests. The Bol shevi ks on

the whole treated Jews favourably, had complete faith in them and were confideit détbéed sympathy
and trust. For that reason they put Jews in all of the leading and influential positions which they would not
entrust to Poles who formerly occupied them.

It must be remembered that, by and large, the perpetrators were ordinary ddhasarthey targeted were

not guilty of any specific wrongdoingsoon thereafter Jewish collaborators, in their positions as local
officials, militia and agents of the NKVD (National Commissariat for Internal Affairs, i.e., the Soviet state
security orgarand predecessor of the KGB), played a key role in populating the Gulag with their Polish

nei ghbours. They identified them and put them on

them from their homes; finally, they helped to dispatch thgnboxcar to the far reaches of the Soviet
Union.
Had Poles been guilty of the type of conduct that some Jews displayed toward Poles, there would

I i s

doubtless have emerged an extensive literature in the West, along with an obsessive media awareness,

chaging the Poles collectively with perpetrating a Holocaust under Soviet rule concurrent with that
undertaken by the Nazis. Polish attempts to discount or diminish its extent would have been dismissed,
derided and attributed to arf8emitism.On the other had, any reference to Jewish collaboration is

dismissed out of hand as untrue, grossly exaggerated, or an attempt to assign collective blame to the Jews.

While Poles are routinely expected to account for the actions of a tiny minority among them, they are
reminded that no such responsibility for the actions of individual Jews can be ascribed to Jews. Clearly,
different measures apply.

This book argues that the role of Soviet collaborators was analogous to that played by the German Fifth
Column. Indeed, awe shall see, the similarities are many and strikiig role of Jews as collaborators

and, more frequently, as bystanders to the tragedy of Poles under Soviet rule, however, was never

mentioned in Western literature. It was viewed as incompatiblethédtlentrenched and comforting notion
that Jews, the ultimate victims of the war, could only be victims. The fact that the deeds of the Soviets were

overshadowed by the incomparable Holocaust perpetrated by the Nazi regime, about which there is an

enormousand growing awareness, also played a | arge
correcto historical record.

Another factor that came into play was that in the West, for a variety of reasons, the crimes of
Communism were downplayed or shgegl off as less important than those of the Nazi German regime.
There was nothing remotely similar to the vast array of historical works, memoirs, popular literature,
journalistic writings, documentaries, popular films, educational programs, and evéutiorsti that deal
with the Holocaust. A fuller appreciation of the enormity of communist crimes is just beginning to make
inroads into the consciousness of the West with the publication of books sudie élack Book of
Communisnt® And, as in the case dfazi German crimes, Soviet crimes could not have taken place
without large numbers of collaborators coming forward in the conquered nations.

The present work draws on, but is not restricted to, the efforts of Polish afRbiisin scholars who have
treaded the topic of JewisRolish relations under the Soviet occupation. These include Norman Davies,
Ben-Cion Pinchuk, Dov Levi , Keith Sword, Ryszard Szawgowski,
Marek Wierzbickit’ Tomasz Strzembosz, Jerzy Robert NowaKrzysztof Jasiewicz, Jan Tomasz Gross,

16St®phane Couredrth iJsatL o Wi 8 o IPas n &/, Andr zej Pac z k-bouiss ki |,
Margolin, The Black Book of Communism: Crimes, Terror, Repres@@ambridge, Massachusetts and London:
Harvard University Press, 1999), translated from the French.

rol e

Tade

Kar el

17 particularly Marek Wierzbicki,Po | acy i tydzi w zabor zleydowwiké ek inm: z9teonsi uan

p-gnwenbhodnich |1 RP po d194lx(Warsaw: Frohdas 2001). See &ldo Mérdk Wabcki,
i P o tJewssthRelations in the City of Vilna and tRegion of Western Vilna under Soviet Occupation, 1939 4 1 , 0
in Polin: Studies in Polish Jewrypol. 19: PolishrJewish Relations in North Ameri¢@xford and Portland, Oregon:
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and Andr z e} Altegethek moves thain 700 accoudta significant number of therdewist®

have been culled to illustrate and support the often startling conclusions contained in this study. These
accounts, which are merely the tip of the iceberg, are representative of what occurred in hundreds of cities
and towns in Eastern PolaftiTher unfolding yields wider truths about Jewifolish relations, the
Holocaust, and human responses to occupation and totalitarianism. It is also a story of surprises.

While the gathering of accounts is still in its infancy, like many aspects of waRimlishJewish
relations, a fairly clear outline emerges of some sordid and shameful aspects of the conduct of Jews vis
vis their Polish neighbours under Soviet rule. It is an immensely important story that has never before been
told and one that redefinghe history of wartime Polishewish relations. There is overwhelming evidence
that Jews played an important, at times pivotal role, in arresting hundreds of Polish officers and officials in
the aftermath of the September 1939 campaign and in depohmgands of Poles to the Gulag.
Collaboration in the destruction of the Polish state, and in the killing of its officials and military, constituted
de factocollaboration with Nazi Germany, with which the Soviet Union shared a common, criminal
purpose anégenda in 1939.945. As such, it is an integral and important aspect of the study of wartime
collaboration and one of the most important studies of Rdkstish relations to be published in decades.

With the publication ofNeighbours on the Eve of the Ildohust,the history of Poliskilewish relations
during the Second World War can never again revert to the simplistic patterns of the past, which focused
exclusively on Polish conduct in general and on the victimization of the Jews.

In some respects, Jeski conduct under the Soviet regime mirrored and at times foreshadowed and even
provoked similar conduct toward Jews on the part of some Polésvissthe Jews under German réla
point that is repeatedly stressed throughout this publicaltios imporent, however, to bear in mind that
such collaboration, although a force to be reckoned with, was marginal and unrepresentative of the overall
behaviour of both communities. It was the work of a small minority, but one cannot for that reason turn a
blind eye to this phenomenoApart from collaborators drawn from the margins of society, there were also
Jews who assisted Poles (many examples of such help are also cited), and, far more often, those who stood
by for various reasons (fear, helplessness, indiffeg, etcd thesoc al | ed fAbystanders. o Nei't
nor the Jews as a collective can be charged with complicity in the atrocities designed and carried out by the
Nazi and Soviet regimes.

It is hoped thaNeighbours on the Eve of the Holocawidit help to reinforce the gradual and painstaking
evolution that has been taking place among some probing scholars in recent years in assessing wartime
PolishJ ewi sh rel ations in a much more balanced way. As n

The Polish Jews were killday the Germans and not by the Poles, and several million Poles were also killed,

in their case by both Germany and the Soviet Union. It is true that some Poles made life very difficult for
Jews in the interwar era, and that some Polish people helpedrtmarisazis to hunt down Jews or hunted

them down on their own. But it is also true that, between 1939 and 1941 in-Soaugied eastern Poland as

well as after 1944 in all of Poland, some Jews in Soviet or Polish communist police uniform hunted down
Christian Poles. Poles accused and often still accuse the Jews of being Communists at the service of a

The Littman Library of Jewish Civilization, 2007), 4&/16; and Marek Wierzbickj AfWestern Belarus in S
1939: Revisiting Polisd e wi sh Rel ations, 0 in Elazar BarShaedHistéfy i zabeth A
Divided Memory: Jews and Others in Sov@ecupied Poland, 1939941 (Lei pzi g: Leipziger Uni ver :
2007) 135 46.

8 The most comprehensive treatment of this topic is found in Jerzy Robert NBwak, e mi | czane zbrodni e:
Polacy na Kresach w latach 198041 ( War s a w: von borowiecky, 1999) . Nowakds 1
article,ki @AnuyysptoNpsi eni a na KrddachwWyws dlpoemi ahl Jyaldwanki e (
Encykl opedi a (RaBdamaRplgke MydawniatwooEncyklopedyczne, 2000), vol. 1] 169

Yparticularly the accounts ArchimyiRingethluma:nKonapiratyjne Arphiwenb i k o ws ki
Getta Warszawwol. 3:Rel acj e (WaKseaw: wt ydowski 4{BmR2600)yt ut Historyczny | N

2 There are thousands of accounts written during the war by Poles and Jews that are found in the largely untapped
Archives ofthe Polish Ministry of Information and Documentation at the Hoover Institution on War, Revolution and
Peace in Stanford, California, and in the Underground Archive of the Warsaw Ghetto -(thkedoRingelblum

Archive), at the Jewish Historical Instituite Warsaw. Only a small number of these accounts have been cited in this
book.
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monstrous foreign power; Jews accused and often still accuse the Poles of beBwgrétes and fascists.
Yet the criminals in both camps were only a mitypninost people were victims.
It is wrong to strictly separate the two groups and view them as opposed to each other when thousands of

Jews served in the Polish army, and when many Jews considered themselves both good Poles and good Jews.
4 21
é

It is safe to say that there will be no improvement in Pelistvish relations until such time as the events
that occurred in Eastern Poland in 1839 4 1 , during the occupation by th
erstwhile ally, are acknowledged and condemned openljelss themselves. A proper understanding of
those times will continue to elude the North American public until the events in question become part of
mainstream Holocaust literature and the school curriculum.

Earlier versions of this much expanded woskt be f ound in the f elewishwi ng publ
Relations in SovieOccupied Eastern Poland, 19399 4 1 Kiélced Jaly 4, 1946: Background, Context
and EventqToronto and Chicago: The Polish Educational Foundation in North America, 199686127
and A <PaishiReldtions in Sovigdccupied Eastern Poland, 19399 4 1 Thi Storyof Two Shtetls,
BraGsk and Ej szys z kJdewish Relatio@svireNorheastarn Roland Buoirg iWerld War
II, Part Two (Toronto and Chicago: The Polish Educational Foundation in North America, 19983073
The publisher would be geful for additional accounts, and corrections, which should be forwarded to:
CPC/Toronto (Obrona), 206 Beverley Street, Toronto, Ontario M5T 173 (Canada).

2li6Memories of H @He INéw: YorlA RevidavoicBoaseptpraber®5, 1997.
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CHAPTER ONE

Arrests, Executions and Deportations

Almost 13.5 million people resided ingleastern half of Poland seized by the Soviet Union in September
1939% Of this number, approximatel¢5 million were ethnic Polesroughly one third of the entire
population There were alsover5 million Ukrainians, perhaps 2 million Belorussians, abbd million
Jews (not including at least 200,0@00,000 Jewish refugees from the German Zpnand much smaller
groups of Russians, Germans, Lithuanians, and CZ&&hs.the terror and repressions that ensued did not
strike at these various groups @gual measureMoreover, collaborators from among the national
minorities, very often Jews, played a prominent role in the assault on the Poles, the first and primary
victims of the Soviet invaders, who weeggeted for arrest, execution or deportatiothioGulag.

As AmericanhistorianTimothy Snyder has pointed out, it was the Soviet Union, and not Nazi Germany,
that undetook the first shooting campaigns of internal enemies in the 1930s, and it was the Poles who were
the first mass victims oftheha o n a | operationmoes: of Stalinbés Great Ter

In the five years between the signing of the Gerfahsh declaration [of neaggression] in January 1934

and the clear break GermanPolish relations that would come in January 1939, Poles in he Soviet Union
were subjected to a campaign of ethnic cleansing. The first wave of deportations of Soviet Poles from border
regions of the Soviet Ukraine and Soviet Belarus began a few weeks after the ®elishmeclaration was

signed and continued until 1936. Thdifto communists in the Soviet Union were tied as participants in

2The Soviet share of partitioned Pol aonfd Paonhocaunndtbesd ptroe w2alr2 ,t0eOr
The best overview of the Soviet occupation of Eastern Poland and relations between its various ethnic groups is found

in Tadeusz PiotrowskP ol anddés Hol ocaust: Et hnic Strife, Cmkhé abor ati on
Second Republic, 1918947 (Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland, 1998)27, 4858, 7782, 14448, 160 63,

198 204.

2 Estimates of the number of Jewish refugees vary widely, with one leading historian accepting the most reasonable

number to be @0,000. See Dov LevirThe Lesser of Two Evils: Eastern European Jewry Under Soviet Ruld, 1939

1941 (Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society, 1995),218 180. Soviet statistics give a figure of 72,896

refugees in Belorussia at the beginning of 1%#0png them 65,796 Jews. However, in a report from the spring of

1940, a figure of 110,000 refugees is givere SeDa n i e | Bol kowski, fALosy tyd-w uchod¥c
Pol ski (bieUe® - -w) przebywaj Ncych nh9 4 $tudie Rodaskiewoh 860 du bi agos
(2006): 85126, here at 120.

24 The ethnic breakdown for this region ismatter of dispute. The best gauge is the 1931 census statistics based on

religious affiliation: Latinrite Roman Catholics being by and large Poles, EastierfRoman Catholics being by and

large Ukrainians, and Eastern Orthodox being either Belorussiatirainians. The number (and proportion) of

adherents of the various denominations is as follows: Wilno pra¥ii¢276,000, of whom 797,500 (62.5%) were

Latinr i t e Roman Catholi cs, 324,700 (25. 4%) Eastwnced Ort hodox,
1,057,200, of whom 424,600 (40.2%) were Latte Roman Catholics, 542,300 (51.3%) Eastern Orthodox, and 82,900

(7.8%) Jews; B i1,263,808,tobwhomp 771400 (61c7%) were Latte Roman Catholics, 304,200

(24.1%) Eastern Orthodox, arikb5,400 (12.3%) Jews; Polesie (Polesia) prowntg32,200, of whom 125,200
(11.1%) were Latiir i t € Roman Catholics, 875,800 (77.4%) Eastern Ort
(Volhynia) provincé 2,085,600, of whom 327,900 (15.7%) were Laite Roman Catholics, 1,455,900 (69.8%)

Eastern Orthodox, and 207,800 (10%) Jews; Tarnopol pravitg@00,400, of whom 586,600 (36.7%) were Latie

Roman Catholics, 872,000 (54.5%) Easternt e Ro man Catholics (Uni ates), and 1
provinced 3,126,300, of whom 1,447,700 (46.3%) were Latia Roman Catholics, 1,305,300 (41.8%) Eastém

Roman Catholics (Uniates), and 34 24 144800800, of wHom 246,00 s ; and S
(16.6%) were Latirrite Roman Catholics, 1,079,0q@2.9%) Eastermite Roman Catholics (Uniates), and 139,700

(8. 7%) Jews. Jews tended to be concentrated in towns and

population (about 100,000), while Latite Roman Catholics comprised 50.4%, andidtes 16%; in Wilno, Jews
accounted for 28.2 % of the population (about 55,000), while {r#ainRoman Catholics comprised 64.6%, and

Eastern Orthodox 4. 8%. Ot her | arge cities with sizeable Je
(42percent), R-wne (56 percent), Pi Gsk (63 percent), Kowel
Guck (49 percent), Tarnopol (40 percent), and Stanisgaw-w
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a vast Polish conspiracy to undo the Soviet order. Th
which then became the justification for the Polish Operation of 1937 and B8dargest and bloodiest of

the Soviet ethnic actions during the Great Terror of those years. More than a hundred thousand Soviet citizens

were shot as ostensible Polistiesp This was the largest peacetime ethnic shooting campaign in ﬁ?story.

IN19%¥ and 1938, a quarter of a million Soviet citizens Vv
Union in the late 1930s was a landufequalled national persecutions. Even as the Popular faftite

Comintern or Communist International] presshtthe Soviet Union as the homeland of toleration, Stalin

ordered the mass killings of several Soviet nationalities. The most persecuted European national minority in

the second half of the 1930s was not the four hundred thousand or so German Jewsk#nedaaciming

because of emigration) but the six hundred thousand or so Soviet Poles (the nhumber declining because of
executions).

Stalin was a pioneer of national mass murder, and the Poles were the preeminent victim among the Soviet
nationalities The Polish national minority, like the kulaks, had to take themklafor the failures of
collectivization. The rationale was invented during the famine itself in 1933, and then applied during the
Great Terror in 1937 and 1938.

The Polish operatonwasinsem r espects the bloodiest chapter of the
Of the 143,810 people arrested under the [false] accusation of espionage for Poland, 111,091 were executed.

Not all of these were Poles, but most of them were. Poles were alstethdisproportionately in the kulak

action, especially in Soviet Ukraine. Taking into account the number of deaths, the percentage of death

sentences to arrests, and the risk of arrest, ethnic Poles suffered more than any other group within the Soviet

Union during the Great Terror. By a conservative estimate, some digityousand Poles were executed in

1937 and 1938, which means that -@ighth of the 681,692 mortal victims of the Great Terror were Polish.

This is a staggeringly high percentage, gitleat Poles were a tiny minority in the Soviet Union, constituting

fewer than 0.4 percent of the general population. Soviet Poles were about forty times more likely to die

during the Great Terror than Soviet citizens genefilly.

® Timothy SnyderBlack Earth: The Holocaust as History and Warn{hgew York: Tim Duggan Books, 201557.

% Timothy SnyderBloodlands: Europe Between Hitler and Stalew York: Basic Books, 2010), 8203 4. By way

of comparison,ni a series of attacks on Jews throughout Nazi Germany and Austria on Novéiiet 88 the so

called Kristallnacht Jewish homes were ransacked, as were shops, towns and villages, as SA stormtroopers and
civilians destroyed buildings with sledgehammers, leaving the streets covered in pieces of smashed wliedows
origin of theBrokme SN iagdé dlewsonvdre killed, 3nd 30,000 Jewish men were taken to
concentration camps where many were tortured before their release several months later, with over 1,000 of them
dying. Some 1,668 synagogues were ransacked, and 267 set om ¥ifenna alone 95 synagogues or houses of prayer
were destroyed. See Martin Gilbeistallnacht: Prelude to DestructiofNew York: HarperCollins, 2006), 134,
30i33.According to Bloodlanlshy Snyder 6s

In 1938, German oppression of Jews wasch more visible than the national operations in the USSR,
though its scale was much smaller. é Between the ninth
a few hundred Jews were killed (the official count was nioeiy), and thousands ofcghs and hundreds of
synagogues destroyed. This was generally regarded in Europe, except by those who supported the Nazis, as a
sign of barbarism.
The Soviet Union benefited from the public violence i
engagd in a campaign of ethnic murder on a far larger scale. A week after Kristallnacht, the Great Terror
was brought to an end, after some 247,157 Soviet citizens had been shot in the national operations. As of the
end of 1938, the USSR had killed about a #amd times more people on ethnic grounds than had Nazi
Germany. The Soviets had, for that matter, killed far more Jews to that point than had the Nazis. The Jews
were targeted in no national action, but they still died in the thousands in the Gread Bewofor that
matter during the famine in Soviet Ukraine. They died not because they were Jews, but simply because they
were citizens of the most murderous regime of the day.
In the Great Terror, the Soviet leadership killed twice as many Soviet sitiethere were Jews living in
Germany; but no one beyond the Soviet Union, not even Hitler, seemed yet to have grasped that mass
shootings of this kind were possible. Certainly nothing of the kind was carried out in Germany before the
war. After Kristallmacht, Jews entered the German concentration camp system in large numbers, for the first
time. Hitler wished at this point to intimidate German Jews so that they would leave the country; the vast
majority of the twentysix thousand Jews who entered the emtiation camps at this time left them again
soon thereafter. More than one hundred thousand Jews left Germany in late 1938 or 1939i {®p. 110
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The Nazi repression oé undesirable social groups required the creation of a network of German

concentrabn camps. é By comparison with the Gul ag, these

than a million Soviet citizens toiled in the Soviet concentration camps and special settlements in late 1938,
the number of German citizens in the German concentratic a mps was about twenty
Soviet terror, at this point, was not only on a far greater scale; it was incomparably more lethal. Nothing in
Hitler's Germany remotely resembled the execution of nearly four hundred thousand people in eighteen
monts, as under Order 00447 in the Soviet Unjoe., the secalled kulak operation]n the years 1937 and

1938, 267 people were sentenced to death in Nazi Germany, as compared to 378,326 death sentences within

the kulak operation alone in the Soviet Unioné But even as the Soviet Uni
was also killing ethnic enemies.

on

f

t housa

wa

By the | ate 1930s, Hitl erds National Sendtisna But st r egi me

it was Stalinds Sovi estshddtmg campaigns af intermahndtmmal eoeonies. (P e
86i 87.)

Pigsudskids heirs ¢é followed Pigsudskids |ine: a
nonaggression pacts with both Nazi and the Soviet Union, but no alliance with €ith26 January 1939 in
Warsaw, the Poles turned down the German foreign minister, Joachim von Ribbentrop, one last time. In five

fi

years of trying, the Germans had failed to convince

aggressiorfor Soviet territory while granting Germany Polish territory and becoming a German satellite.

This meant a German war not with Poland but againstPéland d agai nst Pol andds Jews.

pol i c

t h

(r

I'n August 1939, Hitler r e s ptechhdsewdr thiatoyearS heawas faréore openi ng.

flexible about the possible allies than about the issue of timing. If the Poles would not join in a war against
the Soviet Union, then perhaps the Soviets would

The two regimes immeately found common ground in their mutual aspiration to destroy Poland. Once
Hitler had abandoned his hope of recruiting Poland to fight the Soviet Union, Nazi and Soviet rhetoric about
the country were difficult to distinguish. Officially, the agreemsighed in Moscow on 23 August 1939 was
nothing more than a nonaggression pact. In fact, Ribbentrop and Molotov also agreed to a secret protocol,
designating areas of influence for Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union within Eastern Europe: in what were
still the independent states of Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, and Romania. The irony was that
Stalin had very recently justified the murder of more than one hundred thousand of his own citizens by the
false claim that Poland had signed just suskaet codicil with Germany under the cover of a nonaggression
pact. The Polish operation had been presented as preparation for a -Gelislarattack; now the Soviet

j

oi

n

Uni on had agreed to attack Poland along with Ger many.

Two days after the Soviet ritdry victory over Japan, on 17 September 1939, the Red Army invaded
Poland from the east. The Red Army and the Wehrmacht met in the middle of the country and organized a
joint victory parade. On 28 September, Berlin and Moscow came to a second agreem@uaiand, a treaty
on borders and friendship.

So began a new stage in the history of the bloodlands. By opening half of Poland to the Soviet Union,
Hitl er would allow Stalindéds Terror, SO mur thalfr ou s
Thanks to Stalin, Hitler was able, in occupied Poland, to undertake his first policies of mass killing. In the
twenty-one months that followed the joint Germ8oviet invasion of Poland, the Germans and the Soviets
would kill Polish civilians in comparable numbers for similar reasons, as each ally mastered its half of
occupied Poland.

The organs of destruction of each country would be concentrated on the territory of a third. Hitler, like
Stalin, would choose Poles as the target of his first nmgtonal shooting campaign. (Pp. 118.)

The measures taken against the Poles in Eastern Poland in128939can be viewed as a continuation of the
repressions unleashed, in successive waves, on ethnic Poles in the Soviet Union before the otitereak. @t least

n

20,000 Poles fell victim to the aritulak artificial famine that killed some 3 to 3.5 million people in IIPB3,

primarily in the Ukraine, at a time when the Soviet Union exported vast quantities of grain. By then the Poles had

becomet he first nationality to be targeted purely on

et hni

17,000 Poles were deported from the Belorussian and Ukrainian border areas in March 1930. At least 36,000 Poles
(and perhaps as many as 60,00@yevdeported to Kazakhstan in 1936 from regions of the Ukrainian SSR adjacent to
the Polish border. From August 1937 to November 1938, inttead | ed #APol i sh Operation, 0

arrested, which constituted about nine percent of the 1.6 miioviet citizens arrested during the Great Terror.

(However, not all of those arrested in that operation were Poles; Poles accounted for 118,000 to 123,000.) Of these,

140,000 were sentenced administratively, and 111,000 (or 79%) executed. Thus alméifth asfethe Polish

population (which numbered 636,000 according to the 1937 census) were executed or imprisoned in camps in 1937
1938. In addition, several hundred thousand Poles were deported to the interior from Soviet Ukraine and Soviet
Belorussia. S&e J - z e f Lewandowski , i Ro s | a Zéseyty HistoByczn@®aps), Bo. & c hodni e j
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(1998): 1808 2; Al eksander Gurjanow, ASowi eckie repr £1956e wobec Po
w Swietle danych s &wdparekroninbjonainadizn76; Nikita Petroviarm Arsenii Roginskii,

iThe O&0oelriasthh ond ofi8t e i MNKBR,rr¥y9Met Loughl i Stand nkeviTrer MoDber
High Politics and Mass Repression in the Soviet Urfldaundmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan,

2003), 15372 See also MPRewsxhajnat wdnawwk,ar any: Pol acyilo®® Zwi Nzku F
(Warsaw and Wrocgaw: PaGstwowe iT™WydaBhiaoni wgawWNaMooweow,19 8D
pol skiej ludnoSci cywilnej z radzieckichl98€&raégmi-fW Zachodn
sprawiedliwoSi: Biuletyn Gg- - wnej Komi sjiil Batdwmnutau ZPamidmg i
Narodowej,no. 40 (199v1998): 26781;Andr z e j Paczkowski, fiPol andTheBlakke O Enemy N

Book of Communisn866 67; Amir Weiner,Making Sense of War: The Second World War and the Fate of the

Bolshevik RevolutiofPrinceton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2001); 482Terry Martin, The Affirmative

Action Empire: Nations and Nationalism in the Soviet Union, 19239 (Ithacaand London: Cornell University

Press, 2001), 3143; Pavel PolianAgainst Their Will: The History and Geography of Forced Migrations in the USSR

(Budapest and New York: Central European University Press, 2004), 69, 93, 95,i9Q,111%, 3078, 327 29,332;

Stani sgaw Ciesielski, Grzegorz MidspweuldepantadjleksaddebciSr
Radziecki{l Tor u@®: Adam M2r#98gelSgavom8)y, Kal barczyk, fAZaggodzone
Ukrainie w latach 19321 9 3 Biyle&dt yn I nst yt ut u nd &@9IR00Y): 1182V alerzy Bedmaeek, et al.,

eds.,Wielki terror: Operacja polska 1937938( War s a w: Instytut Paminfnci Narodowej , 2
Rozstrzel alludPdl-alstwo Pol ak: - w Jatacd W93N238:uDokBnoemty 2 Cdatralin ~ w
(Warsaw: 3S Media, 200 Bogdan Musial, #fAThe 6éPolish Operationé of the

the Polish Minor i tigurnal of Cdnterepor&yHistoeol. 4&8) no. D (2013): 9824; Tomasz
Sommer,Operacja antypolska NKWD 1987938 (Warsaw: 3S Media, 2014%urianov (Gurjanow) and Paczkowski
estimate that Poles accounted for almost ten percent of the total number of victims of the Great Purge, and for around
40 percent of the victimef purges directed against national minorities. Weiner points out that by 1939, the 16,860
Poles in Gulag camps accounted for 1.28 percent of the inmate population, while their share in the entire Soviet
population was only 0.37 percent. With the excepiid Russians, the 0.91 percent gap was the largest among the

ethnic groups in the Gulag system. Martin states that the
| ocal communi st hostility during O6pbleatikvibranigomMeké@l| Bal es
you are a kul ak, but because you are a Pole.d This reflect
Martin, The Affirmative Action Empire20' 21. Based on his calculation of the percentage of eatibnality in the

popul ation of Leningrad city and obl ast, Martin continues:
nonPol es. For other diaspora nationalities, the targeting w

village where Poles were forcibly resettled, all the Polish males were executed. See Wasyl Hahreweadia
syberyj s ki eg(Pelpl:i Bergaedmuns 2008. urimothy Snyder, Bioodlands,provides the following
figures and comments about measuaéen against the Polish minority before and during the Polish Operation, which,
in its epicentre in Soviet Ukraine, was directed by NKVD chief Izrail Leplevskii and carried out by fellow Jewish
Chekists, i.e., members of the Extraordinary Commissiotata security organization:

Most of the victims of Order 00447 [i.e., the kulak operation] in Soviet Ukraine were Ukrainians; but a
disproportionate number were Poles. Here the connection between class and nation was perhaps most
explicit. (Pp. 8586.)

In March 1934 in Soviet Ukraine, some 10,800 Soviet citizens of Polish or German nationality were

arrested¢ I n February and March 1935, some 41,650 Pol es,
western to eastern Ukraine. Between June and Septemt&rstd3e 69,283 people, for the most part Soviet

Poles, were deported from Ukraine to Kazakhstan. (P. 91.)

Precisely because there was no Polish plot, NKVD officers had little choice but to persecute Soviet Poles,

and other Soviet citizens associatedhwit Po | an d , Pol i sh cul tur e, or Ro man C.
became death sentences, as attachment to Polish culture or Roman Catholicism became evidence of
participation in international espionage. (Pp. 94, 96.)

In the early stages of the Polish ogeiao n , many of the arrests were made i
citizens [were] shot in the Leningrad region in the Po
1938, Poles were thirtfour more times likely to be arrested than their fellowi8bcitizens. Once arrested,

a Pole in Leningrad was very likely to be shot: eigitye percent of those sentenced in the Polish operation

in this city were executed, usually within ten days of the arrest. This was only somewhat worse than the

situationof Poles elsewhere: on average, throughout the Soviet Union, se@ightyercent of those arrested

in the Polish operation were executed. The rest, of course, were not released: most of them served sentences

of eight to ten years in the Gulag. (Ppi 98)
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Of the 19,931 people arrested in the Polish operation in the Belarusian republic, 17,772 were sentenced to
death. Some of these people were Belarusians, and some were Jews. But most were Poles, who were also
subject to arrest in Belarus in the kuladtian and in other purges. All in all, as a result of executions and
death sentences the number of PateSoviet Belarus fell by more than sixty thousand during the Great
Terror. (P. 99.)

The Polish operation was most extensive in Soviet Ukraine, wiishhome to about seventy percent of the

Sovi et Uni onds six hundred thousand Pol es. Some 55, 9
Polish operation, of whom 47,327 were shot. In 1937 and 1938, Poles were twelve times more likely than the
restd the Soviet Ukrainian population to be arrested. é

generated the theory of théh¢n defundtPolish Military Organization, here that [Vsevolod] Balytskyi had

persecuted Poles for years, and here thatohiser deputy, Izrail Leplevskii, had to prove his vigilance after

his former superior was removed from the scene. é One
categories of arrest that could be applied to the large Polish population of SowaateUkp. 99 100.)

The Polish operation was in some respects the bloodiest chapter of the Great Terror in the Soviet Union. It
was not the largest operation, but it was the second largest, after the kulak action. It was not the action with
the highest peentage of executions among the arrested, but it was very close, and the comparably lethal
actions were much smaller in scale.

Of the 143,810 people arrested under the [false] accusation of espionage for Poland, 111,091 were executed.
Not all of these wex Poles, but most of them were. Poles were also targeted disproportionately in the kulak
action, especially in Soviet Ukraine. Taking into account the number of deaths, the percentage of death
sentences to arrests, and the risk of arrest, ethnic Polegesuffiore than any other group within the Soviet
Union during the Great Terror. By a conservative estimate, some dightjiousand Poles were executed in

1937 and 1938, which means that -@ighth of the 681,692 mortal victims of the Great Terror weleR.

This is a staggeringly high percentage, given that Poles were a tiny minority in the Soviet Union, constituting
fewer than 0.4 percent of the general population. Soviet Poles were about forty times more likely to die
during the Great Terror than Set/citizens generally.

The Polish operation served as a model for a series of other national actions. They all targeted diaspora
nationalities, fienemy nationso in the new Stalinist te
foreign sta¢. In the Latvian operation some 16, 573 people were shot as supposed spies for Latvia. A further
7,998 Soviet citizens were executed as spies for Estonia, and 9,078 as spies for Finland. In sum, the national
operations, including the Polish, killed 24771people. These operations were directed against national
groups that, taken together, represented only 1.6 percent of the Soviet population; they yielded no fewer than
thirty-six percent of the fatalities of the Great Terror. The targeted national ri@aasi¢ére thus more than
twenty times as likely to be killed in the Great Terror than the average Soviet citizen. Those arrested in the
national actions were also very likely to die: in the Polish operation the chances of execution were seventy
eight percepy and in all of the national operations taken together the figure was sdoentgercent.

Whereas a Soviet citizen arrested in the kulak action had an even chance of being sentenced to the Gulag, a
Soviet citizen arrested in a national operation hddeein-f our chance of being shot. &

During the Great Terror, more people were arrested as Polish spies than were arrested as German and
Japanese spies together, but few (and very possibly none) of the people arrested were in fact engaged in
espionagedr Poland. In 1937 and 1938, Warsaw carefully pursued a policy of equal distance between Nazi
Germany and the Soviet Union. Poland harbored no plans for an offensive war with the Soviet Union. (Pp.
103 4.)

In these years of the Popular Front, the Sakilihgs and deportation went unnoticed in Europe. Insofar as

the Great Terror was noticed at all, it was seen only as a matter of show trials and party and army purges. But
these events, noticed by specialists and journalists at the time, were natetheeasf the Great Terror. The

kulak operations and the national operations were the essence of the Great Terror. Of the 681,692 executions
carried out for political crimes in 1937 and 1938, the kulak and other national orders accounted for 625,483.
The kdak and the national operations brought about more than nine tenths of the death sentences and three
quarters of the Gulag sentences.

The Great Terror was thus chiefly a kulak action, which struck most heavily in Soviet Ukraine, and a series
of nationalactions, the most important of them the Polish, where again Soviet Ukraine was the region most
affected. Of the 681,692 recorded death sentences in the Great Terror, 123,421 were carried out in Soviet
Ukrained and this figure does not include natives of/i&bUkraine shot in the Gulag. Ukraine as a Soviet
republic was overrepresented within the Soviet Union, and Poles were overrepresented within Soviet
Ukr ai nl®7)0 ( P.
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The Soviet Union was a multinational state, using a multinational apparatus afsiepréo carry out
national killing campaigns. At the time when the NKVD was killing members of national minorities, most of

its | eading officers were themselves members of natior
were implementing policiesfanational killing that exceeded anything that Hitler and his SS had (yet)
attempted. &

The Jewish officers who brought the Polish operation to Ukraine and Belarus, such as Izrail Leplevskii, Lev
Raikhman, and Boris Berman, were arrested and executésiwis part of a larger trend. When the mass
killing of the Great Terror began, about a third of the hghking NKVD officers were Jewish by
nationality. By the time Stalin brought it to an end on 17 November 1938, about twenty percent of-the high
ranking officers were. (P. 108.)

According to another source, in the riifi30s, two thirds (66.67%) of the NKVD leaderdship positions in the Ukraine
were occupied by Jews. At that time, Jews constituted around 6 percent of the total population, so there
overepresentation was tenfold. See Vadym Zol oklari@v, o AiiNmc hal
arkhiviv VUChKd HPUS NKVD3 KHB, no. 2 (2001), 32&42.
Jews were least likely to suffer repression during the 1930s. According to Yuri Slezkifg7ii38, only about one
percent of all Soviet Jews were arrested for political crimes, as compared to 16 percent for Poles. By early 1939, the
proportion of Jews in the Gulag was 15.7 percent lower than their share of the total Soviet population. As Slezki
makes clear, fAThe reason for this was the fact that the Je
the only | arge Soviet nationality without its own Onati ves/¢
Ter r or mpact ohlhe graups most affected was horrific: about 80 percent of all those arrested in the operations
targeting Greeks, Finns and Poles were executed. See Yuri Slezkimelewish CenturyPrinceton and Oxford:
Princeton University Press, 2004), 27&. During this period, Jews continued to be prominent in the NKVD, the
primary vehicle of Soviet repression. From 1934 to 1936, Jews filled 39 percent of leadership positions in the NKVD,
and more than half of the NKVD generals. Twelve key NKVD departmardgirectorates, including those in charge
of the police (workepeasant militia), labor camps (Gulag), counterintelligence, surveillance, and economic wrecking

were headed by Jews. The peopl eds commi ss &ershendvich) nt er nal a
Yagoda. By September 1938 the Jewish share in the leadership positions EiMbehidd dropped to 21 percent, still
a huge overrepresentation. At the time Jews formed a | itt]l

See Nkita V. Petrov and Konstantin V. SkorkiKto rukovodil NKVD 19341941: Spravochnif Mo s ¢ o w: Zvenoi a,
1999), 495; Slezkinelhe Jewish Centurg21; SnyderBloodlands93. According to another source, the leadership of

the NKVD in 193334, during the Grad=amine, was 66.67% Jewish, 14.44% Russian, and only 6.67% Ukrainian, at a

time when Jews constituted approximately 75% of the population, and likely even a higher percentage of the victims of

the artificial famine. S e e ladWNK¥YY USRR o tecedyai @®ho viZrarkhidda c hal nyt s k-
VUChK-GPU-NKVD-KGB, no. 2 (17) (2011): ©7. Nationally, Jews occupied 39 out of 70 key NKVD leadership

positions from 1934 to 1937, in other words they constituted an absolute majority (56%). See Valeniov\and

Andrei Shishkin, NKVD SSSR: Struktura, rukovodiashchii sostav, forma odezhdy, znaki razlichiia,19934

(Moscow: Russkaia razvedka, 200B).the two republics where the Polish population was concentrated, Ukraine and

Belorussia, the percentagé Jews who filled leadership positions in the Communist Party, government, and public

institutions apparatus on the Alni o n, Republic and Oblastdé level s, as | ate
percent respectively. See Mordechai Altshu&oyietJewry on the Eve of the Holocaust: A Social and Demographic

Profile (Jerusalem: The Centre for Research of East European Jewry, 1998), 312. See also luri Shapoval, Volodymyr
Prytsaiko, and Vadym Zolotdov, ChKi HPUi NKVD v Ukraini: Osoby, fakty, dokumen(igiev: Abrys, 1977), 43

579; luri Shapoval, Vadym Zolotav, Vsevolod Balytskyi: Osoba, chas, otocheniev: Stylos, 2002), 362445.

According to another reliable source:

in the 1930s, many of Stalinds c| ohbseRsN. PohpelovcElMnen such a
laroslavskii, and D.l. Zaslsavskii (leading mouthpieces) were Jewish. Ditto la.A. lakovev and M.M.
Khataevich, the architect and chief executor of collectivization. Fourteen of the 20 top officials under lagoda

(Agranov,, U.oO.f eBulBd I . Mogi |l evskii, Firin, Fl ekser, Pa
etc.) were Jewi sh, and, in fact, G. R. Prokofdédev, the S
among |l agodads closest <col |zahow a Pmisn o wsakniyi ,whBe | sbesrkvieid,
Kogan, Ger zon, Shapiro, Shpigel 6gl as, the Berman broth
etc.) were also Jewish. The first | eaders oifib the Gul ag
Fridberg, Rai ski i, Z. B. Kat snel 6son, L. I . Kogan, [
N. A. Frankel 6§ Theewiter V.®.IUspenkle elainss that 95% of early camp commanders

were Jewi sh. &

Despite this and the pestar antiSemitic campaigns, a number of Jews such as L.K. Raikhman, L.L.
Shvartsman, and L.R. Sheinin were significant players in the machinery of terror.
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Throughout the territoryfdSoviet Ukraine, which bordered Poland, Polish men were shot in large numbers in
September 1938. In the city of Voroshilovgrad (today Luhansk), Soviet authorities considered 1,226 cases in
the polish Operation during the Czechoslovak crisis and orde226 &xecutions. In September 1938, in the
regions of Soviet Ukraine adjacent to the Polish border, Soviet units went from village to adlatath

squads. Polish men were shot, Polish women and children were sent to the Gulag, and reports were filed
afterward. In the Zhytomyr region, which bordered Poland, Soviet authorities sentenced 100 people to death
on September 22, 138 more on September 23, and 408 more on Septe?ﬁber 28.

With the Soviet takeover of Eastern Poland, widespread arrests of Pffiisihlsy political and
community leaders, and police and military personnel followed. Special NKVD operational groups arrived
with lists containing the names of at least 12,000 people slated for arrest as -&ovasttiand
counterrevolutionary element. ithin the first few months of the occupation, by the end of 1939, almost
20,000 people, mostly Poles, were arredfe@everal thousand Poles, mostly soldiers captured in
September campaign, were simply murdeéreSome 250,000 Polish soldiers were takerpisoners of
war. As of December 1939, about 40,000 Polish military personnel remained in camps under the watchful
eye of the NKVD, the security polic8.

Between September 1939 and March 1941, according to Soviet sources, 92,500 Polish citizens were
arrested in Polish territories incorporated into the Ukrainian and Belorussian repiibkctargest group
by far were ethnic Poles, who accounted for almost 45 percent of all those arrested. Jews made up almost
25 percent, Ukrainians almost 23 percent, Betbrussians a little over eight percéhit least 12,000

See Michael ParrisfThe Lesser Terror: Soviet State Security, 193%3 (Westport, Connecticut: PragPublishers,

1996), 199As  Yur i S| eThekJewisk Gesturssmid athésyamply demonstrate, it was the dominant position

of Jews in the secret police, who often exceeded in number all the other nationality groups put together, and not anti
Semitisn or myth, that created a stereotype.

2 Snyder Black Earth 911 92.

28Ciesielski,Hryciuk,andSrebrakowsl’dI,asowe deportacje | udreesSc i w Zwi Nzku Radz|i
®Numerous examples are detailed i Wonkposkesan €@ c 62 a WP B ®s kiTgoKe
polityczne, prawnomi idzynarodowe i psychol ogiczne; Agresj a

przeciw ludzkoSci or az zSecomddcandithérd ravised amnd @spanded editiond (Wargpw:r us ki e,
Neriton, 19%; Warsaw: AntykMarcin Dybowski, 1997), vol. 1, 35416.

Al eksander Gurjanow, fiSowi eckie represjeilwbbew Bwl aklw i
danych sowieckich, 0 i Europd miepyowincjomalina: Brzemiang neemiach wsehabnich

dawnej Rzeczypospolite]j (Biagorus, Litwa, Got wa, Ukr aina,
latach 17721999( War saw and London: Instytut Studi -w Politycznych
Trust, 1999), 977Same 22,500 Polish prisoners of war were shipped off to penal camps in the Soviet interior. Almost

15,000 Polish officers and officials were interned in Koz
izZbrodni e sowieckie olr ediyevawisdi esilpei BdH #3IPMdh Wr -ba oceny sk
szacunku stPaani Alludiz ks pcrha wi ed! i wo ST : Biuletyn GgJ-wnej Ko mi s

Polskiemill nst yt ut u Pamb.B% (1996} 4810 and 26868 (Emg| i sh summar Yphozy Pi otr tar
je@® -w pol skich W94 @RrRaw and Laando thicord, 99®4eassim According to a Jewish

source, Jewish prisoners of war were told to go home, and the Poles were kept longer. See Rhoda G. Lewin, ed.,
Witnesses to the Holocaust: An Oral HistgBoston: Twayne, 1990), 113.

3 see Agnieszka Knyt, et al., edAresztowani w rejonie Lwowa i Drohobycza: Alfabetyczny wykaz 5822 obywateli

polskich aresztowanych przez NKWD w rejonie Lwowa i Drohobycza w 14@@% 1941 ( War s a w: PaGEGst wowe
Archiwum SguUby Bezpiecze@®twa Ukrainy, Centralne Archi wun
and OSrodek Karta, 1998), 10; Al eksander Gurjanow, ASowi e
latach 19361 9 5 6 et ISewi danych s o wi e Elopa hiep@wingjonalnaP@rs i Swiec zJ - z e f
Lewandowski , fifRosj ani e o0 ZeBzayty Wigioryezn(Palissy hoo 1261(1989): 182. Whenlits c e , 0

came to executions, however, Poles appeared to predominaterdiigcto a report Beria prepared for Stalin on

December 12, 1940, the number of persons arrested from September 1939 until December 1, 1940 totalled 407,000.

See Adam D. Rotfeld and Anatolij W. Torkuno®,i aplpey, czarne plamy: Sprawy trudne w relacjach polsko

rosyjskich (19181920)(Warsaw:P o | s ki I nstytut SpR008WIMIi ndzynarodowych
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persons, mostly Pol es, were arrested -$aoviSeetpot eanbc r
Afcounterevolutionary el ementsod drawn up iautaddvance. I
a total of 348 arrested) in the Wilno area between September 19 and October 10 of that year, when the
territory was ceded to Lithuania. By the end of 1939, the number of persons arrested had grown to 18,260.

By June 1941, 8,000persons had bearestedon Polish territories incorporated into the Belorussiad

Ukrainian SSR 42,000 and66,000 respectively The largest group, by far, were ethnic Poles, who
accounted fomore tharforty percent of all those arrested. Ukrainians accounted for 22c&nqite Jews 22

percent, and Belorussians 7.5 percent of prisorf@rdurther indication of who was being targeted in
Sovietoccupied Eastern Poland is the ethnic breakdown for prisoners of war from the Polish army interned

in a | abour c¢ amngInApnl 1920, of the 12,707 interhees, 78.7 percent were Poles, 17.4

percent Belorussians, 2.1 percent Ukrainians, and 1.1 percentyJeweestscontinued throughout the

month of June 1941, arfdolish citizenswvere also arrestedn Polish territos awarded to Lithuania. In

total, as many 120,000 Polish citizens were arrebtdieen September 1939 and June T84fhese

figuresdo not include prisonersf-war (POWSs) and civilians deported in 1940 and 1941.

Some 14,600 Polish officers and offisiawho had been seized in September and October 1939 and held
as prisoner®f-war in Kozelsk, Starobelsk, and Ostashkov (transliterated in Polish as Kozielsk, Starobielsk
and Ostaszkow), were murdered in mass executions in Katyn, Kharkhov, and KalininTge),
respectively, in April and May of 19489 With the release of Soviet documents to the Polish government in
October 1992, it is now known that on March 5, 1940, the Politburo of the Central Committee of the All
Uni on Communi st Ressing, also ondered the execatibni ohsdrse 15,000 Poles (mostly
prewar officials and functionaries) held in prisons in Polish territories incorporated into Soviet Ukraine and
Belorussia. The Soviets managed to execute 21,900 of the approximately 2588 mondemned to
death. NorPoles were only exceptionally affected by this measure.

That Poles were the primary targets of Soviet repression, at least in the initial stages, is undeniable:
Soviet documents indicate that over 97 percent of the prisateted for execution in Eastern Poland in the
early part of 1940 were ethnic Pofésndependenstudies by the Katyn Family, an organization of family

2s5ee Al bin Ggowacki , iz archiw-w postradzieckich: JeEcy poc
Wzesi e E kW3 ®ci e EPatbhiri)sprawiedliwoSi: Biuletyn G§-wnej K
Narodowi Polskiemid nst yt ut u P a mhoi 88 (199bx r226qToenfigiire for Belorussians in the

predominantly Ukrainian region of Volhyn&eems high.)

B According to incomplete research conducted by Russian historians at the Memorial Institute in Moscow, the number
of persons arrested amounted to 66,500 in AWestern Ukraine
more than 8 percent of those arrested, Jews 22 percent, Ukrainians 22.5 percent, and Belorussians 7.5 percent. (In
March 1940, Poles accounted for more than 57% of all prisoners, but that proportion later droppet.)aSee S § a w
Ciesielski, ed.Pr zesi edl eni e ludnoSci pol s ki ELPAT7 (¥arsdw: &eritonvandVs c hodni c h

I nstytut Hi stori.i PAN, 1 9Mr9z) e, mi laln;y S]taermidsoéjvaov@c(tioe/vsei enlas kK r, e sen
Rzeczypospolitej 1981948 ( Tor u E: Adam Mar sz age k64; CeheB, )Hryciul, 5ad, 165, 2 ¢
SrebrakowskiMa s owe deportacje | udno28 i321l.whegewigukes lare bafed oz the c ki m
pioneering study of O.A. Gor | anov hahhastiakih Be®russiiR digainps ki i i Ob
19391941 gg., 0 i n Al ek sRepreksii pratv poliakov i palskishvgrazhdédosgow: Zvenia,

1997), 7711 3. See also Gurianovds more recent publicati ons: A
P ol a k -obhywateli polskich w latach 198& 9 5 6 w Swietle danych Buopai ecki ch, 0o
nieprowincjonalna, 9 7 3 ; Al eksander Gurjanow, fiSowi ecki e represje p
Rzeczypospoltejwlatach1983P9 41, 6 i n MarEkxiomuZwo IDelpior tadc, e i migracje (wN

perspekt ywy¥arksada @& nd Bi agystok: TKloms tsyjtauts$ cR agminfi ai ZMaroaddd we
Narodowi Polskiemu, 2008), R20.

34 There is an extensive bibliography about Katyn. See espediallyanusz] K. Zawodnypeath in the Forest: The

Story of the Katyn Forest Massadidotre Dame, Indiana: University of Notre Dame Press, 1962); Allen Ratyn:
Stalinds Massacre and t(Amapd8ig MahdandoNavaPrstita Psebs, 1896)s Wajcieaghc t i o n
Materski, ed.Katyn: Documents of Genocid#/arsaw: Institute of Political Studies, Polish Academy of Sciences,

1993). Russian sources include Vladimir Abarindthe Murderers of KatyrfNew York: Hippocrene, 1993); and

Nataliia LebedevaKatyn: Prestuplenie protiv czelovechestioscow: Progres&ultura, 1994).

#®Louisa Vinton, iThe Kat yn RBEPHRLResearch Repdt Rood (Jatuarg22, 1898)d Hi st or y

19i 31. For confirmation of these statistics, see also P& o ws k i AiPol and, theThéBlack my Nati on
Book of Communisn369.

23



members of the victims, concluded that 98.1 percent of the prisoners of war interned in Kozelsk,
Stardelsk, and Ostashkov as of February 28, 1940 were ethnic ®dleg.secret NKVD reports confirm
that ethnic Poles constituted about 97.4 percent of the prisoners Starobelsk and ¥ozelsk.

Between October 1939 and June 1941 the Soviets exiled hundrgaisdinds of civilians from Eastern
Poland to the interior of the Soviet Union (mainly to Siberia, Kazakhstan and Arkhangelsk), where they
ended up in penabr forcedlabour camps or were dumped into remote settlements and (less frequently)
kolkhozes. Baed on the NKVDO6s own figures, a total of bet
deported in four large waves of deportations in 1949d1. If other roundips and categories of people are
counted, the total number of those deported and arrestedlnjsése most conservative of estimates, to
between 400,000 and 500,080.

According to Soviet sourcedie breakdown for the three massive waves of deportations carried out in the
first half of 1940 is as follows: at least 140,000 persons were deporteebonary 10 (of whom almost 82
percent were ethnic Poles, with Ukrainians and Belorussians each accounting for around 8 percent), 60,000
on April 13 (again mostly Poles), and 80,000 on June 29 of that(yeastly Jews) The first wave
comprised above alhterwar settlers, both military and civilian, and foresters and their families; the second
wave targeted the families of those who had been arrested and deported earlier, such as soldiers, policemen
and Aeroeunotleurt i onar i es 0; ofréfigees, mostlydewsy romeGercrarcugieds t e d
Poland. Finallargs cal e deportations of civilians took place or
(from the Baltic States), and June 19, 19ts4hbrt ( from #A W
by the unexpected German invasion on June 22, 1941. At least 40,000 people were affected, including
almost 4,000 Poles deported from Polish territories incorporated into Lithiiania.

¥see Czesg&weParaaokyrai EGska w polityce Polskiego RzNdu na
19391945( Koszal i n: Wydawnictwo Uczelniané&5PolCizeeghwi Piar Kaszal
KrzysztBol SlhalawobedNU«kEaniEFspodheggjoSci owyéHowuEzac€ieat t bmwo
Edukacji Europejskiej, 2003), 170. According to this source, Jews made up 1.1 of the inmates of these three prisons: 71

Jews were held in Starobelsk, 89 in Kozelsk, and none in Ostadhkandition, these prisons held 51 Belorussians, 33

Ukrainians, and 16 Germans. Jewish sources, on the other hand, claim that as many as 700 Jews (i.e., almost five

percent of the total number of victims) perished in these massacres. See Simon Stheahét,i sh Jewi sh Of ficer
Were Killed in Katyn: An Ongoing Investigation in Light of
Dobroszycki and Jeffrey S. Gurock, edehe Holocaust in the Soviet Union: Studies and Sources on the Destruction of

the Jews in the Nafdccupied Territories of the USSR, 194245(Armonk, New York: M.E. Sharpe, 1993), 23%7;

Si mon Schochet, fiRefl ections on Soviet Documents Relating
Polin: Studies in Polish Jewrvol. 13 (2000): 7B77. One Polish survey estimates Jewish losses at between 500 and

600. See Sgawomir Kal barczyk, fitydziilwédt: dZafyarpzbbbdmat
Pami il i sprawiedliwoSi: Bi utnepraecwkoGNarodowi ePplskignstyituslj i Badani
Pami fci Na A®H67TA993):,176, 194.

37 Anna M. Cienciala, Natalia S. Lebedeva, and Wojciech Masterski, Katyn: A Crime Without Punishme¢itiew
Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2007),i 182

Bpaczkowski, fAPol and, t heheBldEhBookyfChantuiisd?2., 60 i n Courtoi s,

39ﬁSprawozdanie z dyskusji dotyczNcej l'iczby obywateli pol
19391948t adia z dziej - wwoRuschddhiejyol. 3E@I96): AW4 &;r oD &mi elCzdBol kows ki ,
nadzi ei : Obywatele Rzeczypospolite]j Pol skiej iW43Z SRR i opi
(Warsaw: Neriton and Instytut Historii PAN, 1999),1912 ; Al eksander & uwapiesgenvmbec ifSowi eck
Pol ak-w i obywateli ip®3&kiwchSwietl lag admanyOB 6 Bumpai ecki ch, o

nieprowincjonalna97879;N. S. Lebedeva, AThe Deportation 7iflThehe Pol i sh
Journal of Communist Studiesd Transition Politicsyol. 16, nos. 1/2 (March/June 2000):i 28; Ciesielski, Hryciuk,

and SrebrakowskiMa s owe deportacje | udn28261w ZWI NzGUz Raarzi edky mi uk
19391941: The Sovi et Repr earkan@oke sandiSmuveihared HestorpDividerdl Memory , 6 i n

173 200; N.L. Pobol and Pavel M. Polian, edStalinskie deportatsii: 1928953 (Moscow: Mezhdunarodnii fond
AiDemokratiia, d- 2005)ewd®@ébowski summar i znehistorianks as folloks e ar ch con
AThere were four [civilian] deportations: February 10, Apr
total, 270,000 people were expelled, of whom 60 percent were residents of the occupied territories (ifi 88rn, 82

percent of these were Poles), and 40 percent were refugees [from Western and Central Poland]. Jews coi8ituted 82

percent of the latter category [i.e., refugees]. Then there was a further deportation just before the outbreak of the
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(The statistics for civilian deportees cited above are bas&bwiet records released after the collapse of
the Soviet Union and may understate their number. They should be treatednaigithemnumber of
documented casualtiéSPolish wartime estimates raignificantly higher and counted a million or more
civilian deportees: 220,000 in February, 320,000 in April, and 240,000 in June 1940, and between 200,000
and 300,000 in Maylune 1941.)

Various other deportations, smaller in scale, resulted in the expulsion of an additional 50,000 civilians.
Nor do these statics include some 22,500 deported prisoners of war or the 8®0@D0 people arrested
for political reasons and detained in prisons in Eastern Poland, about half of whom were eventually
deported to forced labour camfisWhile it is impossible to competwith certainty the number of Polish
citizens who suffered deportation and other forms of repression, after an extensive analysis of all available
sources, hi storian Dani el Bol k av8e,600 Pobsk titizemaftueds t hat a
themelves in the Soviet interidf.Russian historian Aleksandr Guriangives the following breakdown of
persons repressémwteen 19301941

GermanSovi et wprising &etweem 34,000 and 44,000 Polish citizens. Altogether 31829000 people

were deported. é As of August 1, 1941, there were 381,000
whom 335, 000 were depSoeret Bleekzeewnaddotvekr, fARDEjani 86 o Europi e
Zeszyty Historyczneo. 126 (1998): 1883. In addition to these deportees, there were also (former) Polish citizens

who had escaped to the Soviet Union (mostly Jews) or who had been conscriptbd Bbviet army, and those who

had been taken or volunteered for work in the Soviet interiemfRRg Wnuk provides the follo
AAccording to official, but probably i ndélnpelserrtepoliovi et dat
deported about 315,000 Polish citizens into the Soviet interior, mainly to Siberia and Kazakmsong them were

181,200 (57.5 percent), 69,000 Jews (21.9 percent), 32,900 Ukrainians (10.4 percent), and 24,000 Belarusians (7.6

percent). About 100,000 Polish citizens, some 60 percent of whom were ethnic Poles, were detained in prison. The
chancesf arrest or deportation were quite high, especially for Poles. Jews were more likely even than Poles to be

arrested and deported, although the vast majority of Jewish victims were not locals, but rather those who had fled the

Ger man oc BeeRag i Wmu lo, AThe Polish Under gr dlu9nddl Soydefienr Sovi et
Timothy, and Ray Brandon, edStalin and Europe: Imitation and Domination, 192853 (New York: Oxford

University Press, 2014), 108.

40ForchallengestotheSovietﬁgures;aes iSprawozdani e z dyskusji dotyczNcej
wywiezionych do Zwi Nzkul Soi tectikd ezyod i d ja-t va cRMscgan®Qi Europy
vol. 31 (1996): 1174 8 ; Maggorzata Gi Uej ewska, ifieDe pm-rischadpiaoll oby wat el i
Rzeczypospolitejwlatach 1989941, 06 i n TomasSz uSltirazembaosz,] -evd 6¥04pacji sSowi e
Obywatele pol scy -Wsac hkordensiacchh 1R gfRzoeccnzoy pospol i t eijl94pod okupac
(Warsa w : I nstytut Studi ‘i&w8;PoMatgkzadgoh CRANakiI 8Wi c z, AfLosy Sy
met odol ogi i bada®& nad czyst kami etnicznymi na okupowanych
194Gl @aukopi s: P-histonyczne,acp 4 @@06);z7436. Even though they are widely accepted as

generally reliable, it should be noted that there are significant discrepancies between the various statistics found in the

Soviet archives. According to NKVD operational reports, 80,653 persores degrorted in June 1940 (57,774 from

Western Ukraine and 22,879 from Western Belorussia), where
(52,617 from Western Ukraine and 23,629 from Western Belorussia). However, these figures pertain toafailies

individual deportees are listed separately and totalled 16,617 (9,275 from Western Ukraine and 7,342 from Western
Belorussia). Thus, the total number of deportees amounted to either 97,270 (NKVD operational reports) or 92,863

(NKVD ConvoyrAasmhies@&ef Dami el Bol kowski, fiLosy tyd-w uchod’
(bieUe® -w) przebywaj Ncych na t &t @4 Stain Bodlaskietol 16H20@6 o st oc ki eg
851 126, here at 13P2.

TKal barczyk, iZbroobiyewasewanebkipel skiishewpiok@®EesbeéelwrPesbaE
skali zjawi ska ora®Pasniddunkis peiB3a@aane)iBli aISi ¢h, o

2Boi ko @zmknadzie2, 377, 474. A recent source provides the following kitean:

The impact of the forced migrations conducted between 1939 and 1941 on the territories occupied by the
Soviets was gruesom&09,000327,000 people were deported eastwards in four consecutive waves. One
third of the approximately 110,000 Polistizéns arrested in this period were taken to gulags, deep inside the
USS. Some 45,000 soldiers, officers and policemen, captured by the Red Army in September 1939, found
themselves in prisonarf-war camps. It is estimated that during the years 19B&raind 100,000 Polish
citizens were drafted into the Soviet Army and about 50,000 were sent to forced labour camps, chiefly in the
Donbas mines. Considerable numbers of Polish citizens were also relocated to Soviet republics neighbouring
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Category Number of persons: Repressed Killed Died

Prisonersof-war 45,000 14,600 2,300
Arrested 1087 112,000 18,500 7,100 ?
Deported (February 1940) 141,000 12,200
Deported (April 1940) 61,000 1,500 ?
Deported (June 1940) 7671 79,000 2,200
Deported (Mayi June 1941) 317 52,000 ?

Total 46271 490,000 33,100 25,300+?

Gu r i a staiistids only cover deaths that occurred prior to the amnesty of Polish depbtteesnd of
August 1941. Deaths among the deported® were released by the Sovietsbsequently increased
because othe spread oflisease. However,regional studie§ r om t he Bi agystok region sh
rate among deportees from individual localities examinascloser to 20 perceit.
The harshest deportation by far was the one carried out in the winter of 1940 when temperatures fell to
mi nus 4 OeAf@milies Rvereé rounded up and driven to nearby train stations. People, especially
children, froze in the unheated cattle cars onto which they were loaded and many died from diseases. After
arriving at the places of their forced resettlement in the deadirdgér, in one settlement half of the
deportees fell sick and ten percent of the population died in the space of onémonth.
JanTomaszGross describes the harsh conditions in which the deportations took place.

The population of Soviedccupied Polandvas unprepared for the cruelty of the deportations. People were
usually awakened in the early morning hours by squads of soldiers and local militiamen, given little time to
pack, and quickly driven to the nearest railway station. There, freight traintedwaem. They froze in
unheated cattle cars in February [1940] and suffocated in the June heat four months later. They were locked
in for weeks with only meager rations of food and wate
women ancchildren of all ages were mixed together. Because even the sick and aged, as well as newborn
infants, were put on the traiighere were no exemptions from the deportation é@deany died, and
corpses traveled with the living before being discarded atsomé | way st op é
But the horrors of the journey were only a prelude to the misery of everyday life that awaited the deportees
at their destinatiod filth and overcrowded living quarters, hunger, cold, disease, and slavéiabor.

The Féruary 1940 deporteeslso experienced the worst conditions in their forced exile, as they were

slated chiefly for forestry and mining in the far north, western Siberia and the Krasnoyarsk and Altai
territories. AThose designated d$dorcablréd&didspdei dlor eea't
rigorously overseen by the NKVD. These deportees dwelled in primitive barracks, with more than ten
familie§ in each. o

Poland. Overall, thearious forms of forced migrations in the territories conquered by the Soviets between
1939 and 1941 affected a total of some 700,000 people.

See Pertti Ahonen, Gustavo Corni, Jerzy KoeMax®Peoplsski , Rai ne
on the Move: Forced Population Movements in Europe in the Second World War and Its Af{@xfiattt and New
York: Berg, 2008), 26.

“Aleksander Gurjanow, ASowi eckie represje polityczne na zi
1941, wlski, . EXodus23.

“JanJerzy Milewski, fdDeportacje z Bi(¥3AdOMUdA)kidegon W wodts&kdh
Exodus39.

Jan Tomasz Gross -Gass\W lcrzd rea d@ri ezt iy@®s knaas Mat ko n&a Sybir zes
42 (London: Aneks, 198356.

|l rena GiGwsszandBERk Fomasz Gross, eds. and covip.,r Through Chil drenods Eyes:
Occupation of Poland and the Deportations, 198941 (Stanford, California: Hoover Institution Press, 1981), xxiii.

" Ahonen, et al.People on thélove,125.
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Many of the civilian deportees, especially childygmerhaps as many as one quarter of the total
numbed perished as a result of harsh conditions en route and in exile in the ®&agsian historian
Nataliia Lebedeva writes:

People were transported in temperatures 9BR5legrees of frost in badlly heated railway carriages and with

little to eat. In itssummary report, the Main Administration of the Escort Troops described how a hundred

trains of colonists with armed convoys were transported:
The work of the units in carrying out their tasks proceeded in extremely complex and therefore difficult
conditions: severe winter weather prevailed; contingents of deportees were settled in small groups in
various regions; orders were received to load and dispatch all the trains in one day; railway cars had to
be shifted from narrow to broad gauge; there was amabga service facilities and the convoy troops
were obliged to feed themselves by forced requisitions at the railway station canteens; food supplies
were irregular, and so forth.

People already began to die en route.

The commissariat made virtually rmareparations for receiving deportees. Frequently, on arrival people
found no shelter and were not provided with any food, all of which also contributed to the high death rate.
But even where housing was made available, two or three families lived in @me o 15 to 20 families
lived in a barracks without partitions. According [First Lieutenant of Security] Konradov, the average living
space did not exceed onetowo square metres per person ¢é

Out of a total of 139,000 deportees there were only 3308M above 18 years of age; the rest were
women and children. Among the men there were many who
transported in February 1940, 6,432 were dead by the end of tite thaaiis 4.6 per cent; by August 1941,
only 131,938 were still alivé?

The deportations were based in large measure on lists compiled with the assistance of collaborators from
among the local population, pricipally Ukrainians, Belorussians and Jews. These minorities, in their role as
militia and inother official capacities, also helped to identify, track down and apprehend their neighbours

8 According to another, more modest estimate, the overall losses were closer to ten percent. See Kalbarczyk,
fZbrodnie sowieckie na obywatisli ®clpi pdH d®i4ddh Wrolbbrae vice nyr 5&
szacunku strat ludzi chami Al i sprawi 29| ( ¥868$6): 2 4CzasBad=eil®63 0 Bol kows |
Statistics on the death rate of deportees, both during their voyage and in exile in the Soviet interior, are understandably

very imprecise. For attempts to quayptifertain aspects of this matter see Ciesielski, Hryciuk, and Srebrakowski,

Masowe deportacje | udn®®c237, #5 250i MatHeusouRe pravides ¢hie folowing

summary:

Hunger and general hardship caused many losses during thdinshhs of the deportations, particularly

among children and the elderly. Vitamin deficiency and dystrophy were the most frequent causes of death.

The precise number of fatalities among the deportees is still unknown, but it was considerably lower than the

estimates of 300,000 to 900,000 that still circulate in Poland. According to official data, the deportees of

February 1940 suffered 10,864 fatalities, i.e., 7.7 per cent. Of those deported in June, some 1,900 died, i.e.,

2.4 per cent. In the deportatioosApril 1940 the death rate was probably no higher than 2.5 per cent. Hence,

one can assume that up to Ali@41l the number of the deceased was approximately 15,000. Somewhat
paradoxically, the death rate rose sharply after August 1941, when the depereesleased because of the

socall ed 6amnestyd é This was caused by a general deter
the German invasion.

See Pertti Ahonen, et aPeople on the Movéd26.

®N. s, Lebedeva, i T h esh Popytation toahe USSR, 18301 ;Thh dourrRloof Communist
Studies and Transition Politicgpl. 16, nos. 1/2 (March/June 2000):i35%. NKVD reports state that from the time of

their arrival in the remote settlements until January 1941, 6,432 peepleodi4.6% of the deportees, and that by July
1941, the death toll climbed by 4,125 to 10,557, that is to 7.6%. However, other sources point to a higher mortality rate.
Based on the information gathered in the compilalionr e s a J e S®ita a lo iwm gnEas@mn Palandc Tales

of the Deported, 1940946 (London: Association of the Families of the Borderland Settlers, 2000; London: Veritas
Foundation, 2008), 2@1, dealing with a total of 657 people from militarytkees families, it is estimated that between

1940 and the final months of the war, 114 people died, that is 17.4% or on average 4% per year. Since almost all of
these families left the Soviet Union in 1942, whereupon their material condition improvditaighy, the mortatlity

rate during the time of exile in the Soviet interior was in excess of 5% per year.
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who were slated for deportation. Nataliia Lebedeva explains the elaborate planning, mechanisms and
massive personnel in place to effect this enormous operation:

The deportations were carried out in a single day by lists prepared in advance by the NKVD. The operations

were led by threenen teams each in charge of an operational group. Advanced planning designated the

routes to the designated reception points. dperational groups assembled on the eve of the deportations

and no one was permitted to leave the headquarters even for a minute. The leader of the operational group

studied the makeap of each of the two or three families entrusted to him, the approactheshouse and the
intelligence reports on military colonists. The operat
clamour and panicd, and the statiPons were to be surrou

Although the later waves of deportatso(from June 1940 on) included many Jews (around 70,000) and
smaller numbers of Ukrainians (around 25,000), Belorussians (around 20,000), and Lithuanians, an
absolute majority in fact, more than 70 percénbf those exiled to the Gulégsome 250,000 of the
approximately 350,000 civilian deportees accounted for in Sovietegumwere ethnic PolegAs noted
earlier, however, Poles constituted an overall minority in Eastern Poland, roughly one third of the total
population) The claim that proportionally morees were deported than Polegtisreforenot borne out
by Soviet statisticgJews accounted for roughly twenty percent of the deportees, whereas theofshare
population was sliglptin excess of ten percent.

The vast majority of Jews deported ttte Soviet interior were not targeted becauseuwnf political
activities or their ethnic or religious status. The largest gneag in fact, refugees from the German
occupied areas of Polantlhey accounted for approximately 62 percent of Jewish aivdigportees. Thus
only a small portion of the estimated 200,0800,000 Jewish refugees from the German zone fell victim
to Soviet repressions. (According to a Jewish refugee, initially, Jewish refugees were treated better than
Polish ones)) By decree oNovember 29, 1939, Soviet citizenship we
residents of Polandds annexed Eastern Bordel ands; h o
to apply for Soviet citizendship. Rather than doing tliastof thousands dewish refugees registered for
Arepatriati onodo theGetnmareffices sat ufar this pugposen tha early part of 1940, in
accordance with the terms of the Gerr&oviet Boundary and Friendship Treaty. By that time, many
Jewish refugeesad became disillusioned with conditions in the Soviet zone and were no longer terrified at
the prospect of living under German rule. Returning to their homes meant reuniting with their families and
safeguarding their economic interests, which at that titm®e uppermost in their minds. (The alternative of
taking out Soviet citizenship, it was believed, would result in losing the property left behind in the German
zone.)Some 1,600 Jews were allowed to return to the German sector before the Germans altraptly p
stop to this charad®.

ON. S, Lebedeva, AiThe Deportation d4 1 Thh dourloof Communifopul ati on
Studies and Transition Politicspl. 16, nos. 1/2 (March/June 2000): 34.

piotr Szubarczyk, fiHi stBoiruilaet §ync ilan sMiyd huanjuallP@evenmiecli a ,Nbar o d o w
2005): 76 85, here at 79.

2paczkowski, APol and, t h&heBlékRBoakof Cdrantunisgit?; Ciesielskifrzer@lany r t o s ,
narodowoSci owe na Kresach Ws ¢ 1948d 1658 54h CiebidIski, Rley@uk,zangg o s pol i t e
Srebrakowski,Ma s o we deportacje l udno 22931 w Qwi eNg(kruz Ridardy ¢ ieck,i m,i P
demograficzne w Galicji Wémdniej w latach 1934 941, 6 i n Pi ot rOkufdcjansowibckanwziem c , ed. ,
polskich (19391941)( Rzesz-w and War saw: I6rKsotmyi tsy ta Famigramii aN &rba dadwd |
Narodowi Polskiemu, 2005), 11@regorz HryciukPr zemi any n air oldwdwodS&d ioowee w Gal i cj i W
na Wogdgyniu w948 (aTtoarcth@E: 1 9/8dla m MA&78 BzAzddreikg,to GEn@n5spurces 164,000

persons had registered for repatriation: 93,000 in Przemy:¢
and 41,000 in BrzeSi. According to partial Soviet figures,

end of March 1940, 26,068 were Jews and 12,348 were Poles. More than eighty percent of the refugees (95% among

Poles) opted to return todlm homes in the German zone. By the end of May 1940, more than 54,000 persons had
registered in Lw-w, of whom 45, 200 wished to return to the
Union. In total 66,000 people (approximately 90% of thene&olvere eventually allowed to leave, among them 1,600

Jews. Some 100,000 were refused admission by Germany, but not all of these persons were deported to the Soviet

interior in June 1940.

28



Quite unexpectedly, those who had lined up in droves to register later faced deportation to the Soviet
interior since the Soviets had taken careful note of them. It should be stressed that the Soviet Union and
Nazi Germany we firm allies at that time and that the Jews who expressed their readiness to return to the
German zone had no reason to believe that they were doing anything that would cause them to become
politically sudsdpeenctti.f i adwi nagshofitisehad eeady and &couvate dists to
strike and moved quickly. Some 43,000 Jewish refugees were rounded up in June 1940 and shipped to the
Gulag, accounting for approximately 62 percent of all Jewish civilian depdftdéais only a small
portion d the estimated 200,00800,000 Jewish refugees from the German zone fell victim to Soviet
repressions. Ironically, since the vast majority of Jews deported to the Soviet interior survived the war and
this proved to be their salvation from the Holocausb;$oviet propaganda turned this unanticipated and
unintended consequence into a firescued0 operation on

Most of the Jews imprisoned by the Soviets were arrested for crossing the GBowietnborder
illegally, in both directios’ or for engaging in illicit trade, speculation and other shadgnomic
activities, which assumed enormous proportions in the Soviet zone, and suffered deportation on those
accounts® According to some sources, the extent of these activities caus&myies to view all of the

®Kalbarczyk, ftydzi wSr-d of i1a9r4 Pzabori aid nii ssopno.atdwilREwmcl i wo Sligt ac
1998): 189.

% CiesielskiPr zemi any narodowoSci owe na Kr es ako48 16Vskidysatofni ch | | R
Jasiewicz, Rz e c z y wowietka 39391 841 w Swi adect wa¢ Warpsoaw:ki ¢ hsttyytdutw St u
Politycznych PAN and Rytm, 2009), i7B3. Crossing the border illegally both into and out of the Soviet Union

occurred on a massive scale. It became an organized activity thathfemliissome border villages, employing Polish

agents and carriers. See Michael Kruphallow Graves in Siberi@London: Minerva Press, 1995), 40ne Jew who

fled from central Poland to the Soviet zone recalled how a Saeweish official led him and hisolleagues to believe

that they would be allowed to remain and then had them deported to the German zone. After a later, successful, escape

to the Soviet zone, this individual, along with some colleagues, again crossed the Bug River (th&&maet

denarcation line) at great risk to return to his home in the German zone. See Stanislaw Szméznerem Sobibor:

A tr8gedia de u(nmRiad od e skemedier g:u dedd9- »es Bl och, 1968), 33, ¢

55According to a report prepared by a special Soveetrtmi s si on, ATens of tthouwbands of r
Bi agystok. Since November 22, 1939, 56,687 people register
Executive Committee €é 4,324 people claimed membership in t
Western Belorussia anthte k oms omol . € Most of the refugees belonged
profiteers, blackmar ket eers trafficking in foreign currencies, and ¢
deportacje l udnoSci pol ski ei jedgiakni Nwah®e3 9 ZFawgaw.dhi & jn Bia
nieprowincjonalna,987. The legendary Polish courier Jan Karski takes note of this widespread phenomenon in his

famous report about <conditions in the SovhetJewsneg afieed
playing an i mportant role é& above all in commerce, both | e
contraband, foreign currency exchange, l'iquor, i mmor al pu
Levinas o writes about this widespread phenomenon: fimany Jews
the perpetrators of oO6black marketd6 dealings and other econ

were inclined to dip into governent property and trade in it. This further widened the circle of black marketeers.
Another factor in the persecution of economic offenders was personal revenge. For example, a Jewish shoemaker in

Nezvizh [ NieSwieU] infor metdt eorn vaa s) eswd rsthe rccoenth ett aTheo ry eégr tihre
Lesser of Two Evils271i 72. Tellingly, all of the offenders referred to in the reports about illegal black market
activities in the L wWzewong Sztamdamn Nevémben £98% weeepds.r See Nowak,

Przemilczane zbrodni®27. Blatant examples of black marketeering can be found in the memoirs of Sam Halpern,

Darkness and HopéNew York: Shengold Publishers, 1996),/ 46, and Ronald J. BergaConstructing a Collective

Memory of the Holoau st : A Life Hi st or(Mwot UnivarsityoPreBsrobQolorado,995), 2@ r vi v a l

30. The activities of Jewish blacka r k e t currency dealers in Lw-w were so0 no
mention in a British diplomatic report filed Febr uary 1940. See Bogusgdgaw Gogol and
brytyjskich dyplomat - -w we Diejedtajnowszenoa 4 (2001:z180t Kews ocf his 0 r . , 0
behaviour soon reached Warsaw. Jewish chronicler Chaim Kaplan devotes consideralie &itémns matter in his

wartime diary. Under the date November 27, 1939, he record
At first they were well received. As a persecuted group they were considered excellent material for BolBluéwism.

stream was endless, and in the swelling stream, elements not at all desirable for Bolshevism entered. Finally the Soviet
government noticed them. True Bolshevism cannot live side by side with financiers, middlemen, black marketeers,

exploiters, andextortionists. ... And the effects are already noticeable. The border has been closed. Along the border,
barbedwire fences are being erected, and border smugglers are being shot. Speculators are under surveillance and can
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refugees with suspiciolf. A much smaller number of Jews, the wieldo capitalists andome prewar
political activists, were | abel |AsYehulecBawmwsnstese nemi es o at

Only a relatively smallproportion of local Jews were depordedrominent prewar local politicians and
intellectuals and wealthy individuals. Even most of those managed to stay by taking advantage of the corrupt
nature of the regim?—z

look forward to severe punishnten | do not feel for them in their o6troubl es
thousands of other Jewish refugees must be punished, not f
Under the date December 23, 1939, Kaplanwrite i The Sovi et commi ssion to arrange f
to function. Long, snakéke lines stand before its door and wait to enter. But most of those waiting in line are Jews.

Slavs do not come in large numbers. Whether there is a formalbjimiiexcluding Jews from this organized

mi gration | dondt know, but there is a gr udmpmoftmt t he Sovi e
there is no doubt. To my great sorrow, lior ohsomé of aud mi t t hat
people in the border towns which were annexed to Russia has made us all hated and unwanted even in the eyes of the

Russian government, which does not discriminate against peoples and whose basic attitudes are generally humane [sic]

toward every person who accepts its authority. Many Jews did not migrate to become Soviet citizens and find work, but

only to find temporary refuge, a nightdéds shelter, hoping
former homes. In the metme, until the storm should subside, they occupied themselves with all kinds of ugly
specul ation, whi ch has since become their l'ivelihood and

profiteering, which the Soviets hate, and therefore they hésgliag of contempt for all Jews. The Soviet government

took steps to lessen the crowding and congestion in the border towns, where thousands of immigrants are sleeping

under the stars. It decreed that 2,000 people would be sent to work in inner Russididtely 2,000 people appeared

who were pining for work and manual labor. They received 50 rubles apiece and two changes of linen. To our shame,

only 800 returned to accept the work and take the jodrrieg rest disappeared without a trace. They simgbyessed

their gratitude to the Soviet government, which has extended its protection and opened its borders to them, with

trickery. There were also incidents of stealing from private people. RmishJews are rather higtanded in matters

of 6yodmsdheaddand if they donédét actually steal, they Ot ak
Soviet government, which has been liberal with us. For years and years she had weeded out middlemen and
profiteering. Will she be silent now in the fao€the ugliness which has again entered her cities? There can be no

atonement for such shameful behavior. It reflects on the character of an entire people. Th&e3maet treaty for

| egal i mmi gration would have br btughpgon auselvesahdJvosttour onty. é Now
hope. 0 See Abr &Hbtrdl wf Agony: The Wasshw Diagydf. Chaim A. Kap{®few York: Macmillan;

and London: CollieMacmillan, 1965), 77, 8® O . According to a Jewi shf hgagseoré an, i S
began to slip into the German occupation zone, returning with various commodities that Soviet clerks and soldiers

would shap up at any price. Some local residents began to resent and envy the refugees for their speculative commerce

and excessiveyrchases of staples, which caused prices to skyrocket. Similarly, refugees were increasingly resentful of

the |l ocal Jewish popul ati on TherLesset af Twp Ewilgh8&5n 061l i k2a vbiudhgsr. -6dde kS, e
Pol esi a, Al nasneatcyh] awad hal ¢d ottlye [eurrency in the part of F
then worth more than the ruble, people would exchange two or three rubles for each zloty on the black market, and then

would smuggle the zloty to the German side and sédirifour or five rubles. The [Jewish] refugees from Greater

Poland were particularly adept at this business. They themselves smuggled things back and forth across the Soviet

Jewi sh border. This situation of alSmestYosedéde Li pathéet 2xi $itye
Turbulence and Deat h, Memarial Bodloaf BavitHorddek (Oala Park, Miclkigan: David

Horodoker Womends Organization, 1981 Gachtwa, LPohlss mugdiGe osl
smugglers began to form, and they went to Ukraine and other places to get flour. They sold it on the black market at a
pretty profit, but it enabled the Jews of [Ihe8torvaoha t o obt ai n
Survivor of the Lahwah Ghetfthondon and Portland, Oregon: Vallentine Mitchell, 2007), 27.

%% In Grodno, for example, where it is estimated that about half of the 4,000 refugees from the German zone were
exiled to the Sowiheet rienftuegreiecsr ,é fitMainggd otfo make a | iving f
smuggling. As a result, the authorities began to view the refugees as hostile elements. Moreover, their interest in the
Germanoccupied area and their attempts to make contact wittivesavho remained there aroused the suspicions of

the Soviet security authorities. In the spring of 1940, the Soviet began issuing identity cards. The refusal of more than

half the refugees to become citizens, in the hope that they would eventually be @dilirn to their homes in German

occupied Poland, further rankled the authorities, and they
beyond a doubt their loyalty to the regime, they were summoned to militia stations and wer tordbomse between

Soviet citizenship or returning to Germaocupied Poland. The majority, other than those who had a job and young
students, opted to return. é Probably more than 50 percent
Polan d , and nearly all of them wedoseJewisk Warldst hel ColmmuBites of Sh mu e | S
Grodno, Lida, Olkieniki, Vishagderusalem: Yad Vashem, 1996), 106.
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Occasionally, Jewish Communists who fled he Soviet zone found that their love for the Soviet Union
was unrequited and faced deportation to the Soviet interior, despite théotiski leanings.

My uncl e, Stanislaw [ Stani sgaw] Lubel ski, was a teache
nephew, the son of my ot her aunt Rosalia (Rozia [R-2zi
Russian. He was going to be the number one citiddRussia. The Russians came in the night and sent him
to Siberia 0éa Jcuwsntmulniikset 't héat

My uncle Lubelski was not only in the Party. He was active, a big communist, and he would do anything

possible against the Polish government. He was yresdimething. He turned all the students into
communists?®

Jews who actually engaged in underground political activities or relignasisd protests directed against
the Soviet state were a raritylndeed, Jewish memoirs referring to that period sttieas virtually all

5 Yehuda BauerThe Death of the Shtétlew Haven, Connecticut and London: Yalriversity Press, 2009), 55.

%8 7osia Goldberg, as told to Hilton Obenzing®unning Through Fire: How | Survived the Holoca{$an Francisco:
Mercury House, 2004), 167.

*® An NKVD report from July 27, 1 9 4 0-revoluctoi nocnear rnyi on g u ntdheer g lIr io a
organizations in the western part of the Belorussian Soviet Socialist Republic (i.e., prewar Polish territories) listed

3,231 activists who were arrested since October 1939; among them were 2,904 Poles (i.e., almost 90 percent of all

political detainees), 184 Belorussians, 8 Jews, 37 Lithuanians, and 98 of other nationalities. In other words, Jews

constitued just 0.0025 percent of all active political opponents, and there was eBewgitiJewish activist for every

363 Polish activis s . See Al eksander Chacki ewicz, AfAresztowani a i de
Bi agoris941)1989i n Maggorzata Gi UeSptdeandEIowmaski Sdorzesmbios
pol ski e na ziwschodniclt IhRzgcpyg speciniot e j (BiagoruS Zachodini a i Litw
1941)( War saw: I nstytut Studi-w Pol it yWzadzieckich okoNdth: Stadur@5) , 134
o agresji 17 wrzeSnia 1939 r. i otach 08019 Gloimdlja : p dSloimUy ¢Bs kw er
Towarzystwo Naukowe im. Wag- w, 199 72QWZ 1w2 Or; e gMiocrhiaey bGnaad coswmsdk
latach 19391 941 w Swi et | e d ok umStadia Podlaski¢¢oVB (1098)K2QEB). Adtording to

another sorce, only one percent of those arrested forr8mivi et conspiratori al activities ir
Jews, even though Jews formed at | east ten percent of the
sowieckich w latach 193994 1 Pa mi n | i S pro.ad® (18971998 H98. IFor information concerning

religion-based protests and a®iovi et acti vities by PolSoswi eGat hwo bieccs Psoelea kA |w
ziemiach wschodnich Il Rzeczypospolitej 19311( G- dFdawni ct wo Uni wersytetu G-dzkiegc
there is scant evidence of comparable Jewish activities. While historian Dov Levin writes extensively about Zionist
underground activity, and points out that a number of Zionists were arrested, he sdhaetteeir activity was not of a

military nature nor was it opposed to Soviet rule in princ
of the regime, instead hoping that over time the regime would change its policies regarding Jud@ismamdi s m. é

even though the Zionist youth movements were hounded by the security services throughout this period, none of them

(not even Betar) professed hostile trends or thoughts, and all were careful to avoid any manifestation of anti

SovietismedtCypnseéd® qguestions whether it was an undergrour
activities and undertakings conform to the conventional mo
string of il | egaThelLasser of Vwo EVil®38 360 esfeaady 2556 vAs a result, the reaction of

the authorities to Jewish underground actividawisls was mut e
underground activity, they usually countered such operations bgligwups (almost all of which were Zionist youth

movements) with propaganda only. Arrests, trials, and deportations were ordinarily invoked only when centers of
activity were exposed by chance or by i wi$t,conauesrnshiso | bi d. ,
assessment : Ailn 1939, for about hal f a year, | worked in t
undergroundowasendt lamwas a member of the Zionist Aundergroun
Surplwis of Memory: Chronicle of the Warsaw Ghetto UprigiBgrkeley, London and Oxford: University of California

Press, 1993), 581.t#empts by the Polish conspiratorial organization in Wildoi Nz e k  Wad Wnion f@br oj n e j

Armed Struggle) in the second half 1940 to reach a cooperative agreement with Jewish underground groups were
fruitless because of t hSeovli®ttt eargd st altda ok . ofSeien tRarf agt Wnm k a n tf
under Soviet Occupation, 19389 4 1, 0 i 8nydériamidRaBrandon, eds.Stalin and Europe: Imitation and

Domination, 19281953 (New York: Oxford University Press, 2014), 10%r an optimistic view of Jewish resistance

see Bogdan Musi al , fi J eBastesniBordedands durirg the 8ecanch WaRdo, [128%4d16, so

Patterns of Prejudicevol. 38, no. 4 (December 2004): 3BR. In most cases, except briefly in Lithuan@stupied

Wilno, the Jews refused to cooperate with the Polish underground as they claimed that they were not interested in the
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political activity ceased. & Dani el Bl at nha iBovigt @uthoritiesswishingttq earfi The
sympathies of members of Zionist youth movements that were to some praeSuviet, treated them
gently at the beginning of the ogria t i**@te.Saviets even allowed some 6,500 Jews to emigrate from
the Wilno area to Palestine and the West up until May £88iich gestures with respect to other national
groups, except for Germans who were allowed to leave for the Reich, then a sthyrafhthe Soviet
Union, were unthinkable.

Wartime estimates of Jews constituting thirty percent or more of the deportees appear to be
exaggerate® On the whole, Jewish deportees, especially in the first two waves of deportations, comprised
only a tny fraction of Polish ones. Moreover, only a small number of the Jewish deportees were prewar
residents of the former Eastern Polish territories; the majority were refugees from central®Pislathe.
town of Kagusz near Stanisgaw-w, for example, reporte
6,000, were exiled* Local Jews were more likely to have made their way to the Soviet interior because of

restoat i on of the Polish state but in establishing the stat
antysemityzm kontra UyH®4aGlduGopisvol.2/@ R@#H2005) 38@d2. 19 3 9

80 paniel Blatman,For Our Freedom and Yours: Theewish Labour Bund in Poland, 193849 (London and

Portland, Oregon: Vallentine Mitchell, 2003), 19. The author points out, however, that, unlike during the Bolshevik

invasion of Poland in 1921, when the Bund collaborated with the Bolsheviks, the Bundovas r egar ded as fia
reactionaryandarBol shevi st forced; the Bund thus became the most i
that brief period. Ibid., Ii719. Interestingly, the Soviets did not put obstacles in the way of Bundists and ottsr Jewi

political activists who applied for permission to leave the Soviet Union after the Red Army entered Lithuania in June

1940: fthe Soviets refrained from harassing Jewish politic
thousand Jews amaged to leave the Soviet Union legally, depleting the Jewish community of its leadership cadres.

Ibid., 26 30.

61Maciej Szczur owes kdzy Akkoegvey ggteencgj a? Rel acje spogeczne na
Swiatowej, o in Mi chad Gnat oWRdakyit ydmhida goidriisevn h B o Inkao ws-k§ n o cendt
wschodnich ziemiach PoT11s9k4i5)a WA akda aiag ure Bz ipehaywlsa okl 93y dawni ct
Uni wersytetu w Biigghemat26k u, 2005), 211

62 Zbigniew Siemaszko, for example, estimates that Jews constituted about 20 percent of all deported Polish citizens.

See Zbigniew S. Siemaszk@/ sowieckim osacael 19391943 (London: Polish Cultural Foundation, 1991), 265.

According to a recent survey, approximately 70,000 Jews were deported to the Soviet interior during this period, or

almost 22 percent of the approximately 325,000 civilian deportees; of thissthought that some 1,508,000 may

have perished. &Se Kal barczyk, ntydzi wSr - d of iTRA9 4 IR &miodini i sowi ec
sprawi euol 40 (1891998): 194. (The number of Ukrainian and Belorussian deportees is estimated to be

25,000 and 20,000, respectively.) The much larger numbers ofs)] fr epatri atingo to Poland fr
right after the war (approximately 200,000), as well as those prewar Jewish citizens of Poland who still remained in the
Soviet Union (perhaps as many as 100,n0doe0r)s 6o rF rweeer eP oelviaschu aAre
the summer of 1942 (3,500,000), are difficult to reconcile with the number of Jewish deportees recorded in official

Soviet documents. Either the overall statistics for all deportees are too low, or huge numbers of Jews teeneaébl

their way to the Soviet interior in other ways, for example, as military conscripts, migrants (generally voluntary) for

labour, or evacuees with the retreating Soviet army. Dov Levin estimates that some 70,000 Jews escaped from the

former Polishar eas with the retreating Soviet Army in June 1941. .
the Jews into the Sovi et YddnaskemiStudiegpl. B0 (1990 14@ L. fRoneame o f 1941, 0
additional statistics, see Jerzy Tomaszlewed.Naj nowsze dzieje tyd-w wMWasdwsce w zary
Wydawnictwo Naukowe PWN, 1993), 38®l, 397; Lukas,The Forgotten Holocaustl33. For a more recent

discussion of the ethnic structure of Polish citizens deported or repressed under \Boviet,r s ee CBasl kows ki ,
nadziei,89 92.

5 peter Meyer, Bernard D. Weinryb, Eugene Duschinsky, and Nicolas SyMaénJews in the Soviet Satellites
(Syracuse, New York: Syracuse University Press, 1953), 348.

% Shabtai Unger, edSefer KaluskKalusher Yzker Bukh( Te |l Avi v: | r g-Misraelyl®80)s56% Isreli | ush b e
historian Shmuel Spector estimates that some 500 Jews were deported from Volhynia in the action directed against the

bourgeois and political elements; the vast majority of the depenvere refugees from the German z@ee his

Atydzi wogyEcy w Polsce mindzywoj eidd4d,jin JasiewiczEorépa esi e | | W
nieprowincjonalnas74.
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the military draft or as volunteefsr industrial labour. The latter category also included many refugees
from central Polan& Since the vast majority of Jews exiled to the Soviet interior were young men and
women, and since they were not deported in the depth of winter as entire Polisasfavere, their
mortality rate appears to have been considerably lower than that of the®Pdieover, the Jewish
irefugeesodo were not categorized as fAenemieso of t he
February 1940, so they enjoyed méaeourable material conditions in exfié.
What is abundantly clear from Soviet sources is that the deportations of civilians could not have been
carried out without the cooperation of tens of thousands of local collaborators. Village councils, composed
of Ukrainians and Belorussians, compil e,dompdsesit s of de|
of Jews,Ukrainians,and Belorussiansas well aslocal Communist officials and activistamong whom
Jews were prominentprmed part of the squadbkat carried out the roungps. In cities and towns, as we
shall see from numerous accounts, these functions tended to be filled bytleas.only after th first,
and largest, deportation of the civilian population in February 1940, which encompasstbyl ethnic
Pol es, t hat the 1 ocal militiamen began to be repl ace
hinterland. The scale of local collaboration waassive.The deportation of 32,000 people, almost all of
them Poles, from the Tarnopablast in February 1940 required 2,333 NKVD functionaries, 2,617 NKVD
soldiers, 1,336 party activists armed with rifles, and 9,593 members of local village activists, comprising
2,129 operational groups.
Political prisoners filled to overflowing theiig of Eastern Poland, which hes@éme 11@00 prisoners at
various times; tens of thousands thiese prisoners perish& Soviet documents, made available to

|t is estimated that perhaps more than 40,000 people, mostly Jews, volunteered to work in the Soviet Union. See

B o lowkski, Czas nadziei3 1 . An | srael. hi storian writes: iBet ween Novem
authorities propagandized vigorously among the refugees in an effort to recruit them for volunteer labor in various

localities in the Soviet Unioproper. Consequently, thousands of Jewish refugees in the annexed territories did make

their way into the Soviet hinterland. o Mordechai Al t shul er
Nazi I nvasi on: Pol i ci eks edaTiha HolRoaustlin thei Sevéet, Unio®6. Mhe Bitnationdons z y ¢
Grodno was desrcibed as follows: AHowever, as I|little work

the Russian interior, where workers were desperately needed. Manynaf pheticularly young people, but also

professionals, shopkeepers and eyeshivastudents, willingly accepted the offer to work in Russia. Bradystoker

Shternr eported the departure of 1,500 refugees from Bialystok
wor k in Russi an c 0 adst Jewism Wamlds05. Boe exan®lp, éGalried Temkin, a refugee in

Bi agystok (i n hi shahbeema membewof theilfegal&omnnist Yoeth League comprised mostly

of young Jews), was able to secure employment in a coal mine in the Urals. See Gabriel Mgndkist, War: The

Memoir of a Jewish Red Army Soldier in World WgNobvato, CaliforniaPresidio, 1998), 14.

e According to one study, out of approximately 70,000 Jews who were deported to the Soviet interior, it is estimated A
that 1,5002 , 000 may have perished. See Kalbarczyk,ilBdydDdi wSr - d

Pami Al i s pno.a@il9emlloiodgSi ,194. For a comparison of the morta
Polish fAsettlerso (the rate for |l atter was more than thre
SrebrakowskiMa s owe deport acj e dzieckim237% dewishwefugeasifrbhz Lithuani eemarked on

the resiliency of the Jewish deportees from Pol and: i Amo
thousand Polish Jews. € During their vyelyndaptablmandrhak ut sk, ma |
been able to 6saved considerable sums of money. I do not Kk
was not always done in an entirely legal manner. Many of them wanted to spend their money on purchasing valuables

bef ore returning to Poland, where their rubles would have
come to part with a valuable ring that we had managed to keep, despite the many raids we had been subjected to. It was

a diamond ring with aakge 2.75c ar at st one of very fine quality. é the ring
forty-t wo t housand rubl es. 0 Sigteen Yars ih SiberiaaMedoir$ & Racleel andRsaelh | i n

Rachlin(Tuscaloosa and London: The Univiggof Alabama Press, 1988), 1i0810.

57 Ciesielski, Hryciuk, and Srebrakowskla s owe deportacje | udmpe$s2. w Zwi Nzku Radz:!
%8 Ciesielski, Hryciuk, and Srebrakowskia s owe deportacj e | udrd3d6,265w Zwi Nzku Radzi
®Boi kowsak nadzieid2i4 3 ; Stanisgaw Ciesielski, Woj cRepresie Mat er ski
sowi eckie wobec Pol @Narsaw: Kartap200QwId t2e | i2 6p o IKy kiystzet of Jasi ewi cz,

na Kresach Wschodnich w latach 1939 4 5 WajciechnMaterski and Tomasz Szarota, eBelska 19391945:
Straty osobowe i ofiary represji pod dwiema okupacjgmWa r s a w: InstytuitKkomamj aciScNgraodaw
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researchers after the collapse of the Soviet Union, confirm that at the end of June and begidmiyng
1941, at the time of the German invasion (believed by Russian historian Viktor Suvorov to have been a pre
emptive strike against the Soviet Uni®n at least 10,000 political prisoners were massacred in local jails
in Eastern Poland (more than9,0 of them were killed in AWestern Ukr
cruelty/* Thousands more prisoners (30,080,000 by one couff), many of whom were later executed,
were evacuated with the retreating Soviet army.

Understandably, Polish public opimiaid not differentiate between cooperation with the Nazi and Soviet
invaders: both of them worked haimdhand in the destruction of the Polish state and its peapteboth
were regarded as equally reprehensible. Although many Jews appaeamifye Swiet Union as the lesser
of two evils, this was by no means a universal sentiment, as some apologists wouldMawmg &ews did
not know what to expect either from the Germans or the Soviets when they opted for one over the other,
and those who openlyheered for the Soviets did more than opt, thfcomedthe invaders of their
country. As a resident @osice recalled,

There was lots of confusion as to who was really going to occupy our town. At first we were occupied by the

Germans, then the Soviethay arrived, and red flags were flying all over. Finally, the Germans came back and

stayed. During those few weeks of uncertainty, people, especially Jews, were going back and forth across the

Bug River, not far to the ewasthe lessErheeily Most daws, dhowéver, deci de
including my immediately family, stayed on the German $ide.

Zbrodni przeciwko Narodowi Polskiemu, 2009), 234.

" Norman Davies,Europe, 1000; Piotowski, Pol and 6 s 208 990c78 ased, on Viktor Suvorov,

Icebreaker: Who Started the Second World WarR o n d o n : Hami sh Hamilton, 1990) . See
[ VI adi mir Nevezhin], AfZami erzenie streategplkamewaStal dynak wsr
rosyj s ki c hDzkeje Nainowsz8k nowl, (1998): IR7.

! Janina Mikoda, edZbr odni cz a ewakuacja winzie@ i areszt-w NKWD na K
czerwciil i pcu 1941 roku: Matbéri aggyzni sdspwakaakpwewi w¥Fni -w NKW
10 czerwca 1996 ry War s a w: Gg-wna Komisja Badania iZhsbdgbhut pPamciwko

Narodowej and Okrngowa Komisja Badania Zbr opaialyl1®r zeci wko N
11; Kal barczyk, AZbrodnie sowieckie Tsa ealpy vedE ell9dclh pPorl- sbkai

skali zjawiska oraz Pambailnku sptuoaadti(193) By 845 268; ,Aleksander
Gurjanow, fipSroewsijeec k we b erce Pol ak - w i obiwatee | Swil estkliec h d awn yl
sowi ecki ch, oEuropa niepmwicienainap78;,Kost i at yn Kondrati uk, AnStraty [
Zachodniej w latach 1939 9 4 1 PaiskdiUkraina: Trudne pytaniayol . 5 (War saw: $wiatowy Zwi Nz
Ar mi i Krajowej, Zwi Nzek Ukrai EGc-w WwWrRemsamy amdoHawb8ci dw
Kresach Wschodnich Il Rzeczypospolitej 19218,16116 2 , 167, 265. In Lw-w and Zgocz- - w
prisoners were executed; in Sambor and Stryj, of the more than 2,200 prisoners, 1,101 were executed. More than 1,000
prisoners wer e executed in Stani sdgaw- w, 5 6POzemiany Tar nopol
narodowoSci owe n a ll Rzeaypaespolitej MB1648,66di6 2 c h 16 7 ; Krzysztof Popi Esk
Kokurin, and Aleksandr GurjanowDr o g i Smierci: Ewakuacj a winzieE& sowi ecki

Rzeczypospolitej w czerwcu i lipcu 198¥arsaw: Karta, 199598 104. The lattesource puts the toll of those who
died in prisons and in the course of the evacuations at between 20,000 and 30,000, mostly Poles and Ukrainians, but

al so smaller numbers of Jews. Il bid., 7. Accoreatjaisg t o Bogd:
may have been as high as 30,000, because Soviet reports account for only about half of the known jails. See Jan
Sk-rzy&ski, Az jednej okupacji pod drugN: Kresy przed i
RzeczpospolitaJune 23, 2001. Tkhoverall Jewish component of the political prisoners executed during the period

19391941 is rather small, perhaps several hundred in total
latach 19381 9 4 Pa ;i n | i S pno.aOv(IL99L998):vi84SThe official Soviet statistics do not, however,

account for all victims. In Lw-w, for exampl e,scaleecords hayv
executions took place on the eve of the Soviet evacuation, nor are there fecosdseral thousand Poles and

Ukrainians arrested on June 24, 1941. See Edward Jaworski, w : Losy mieszkaCc- - w i Uo gni er z

latach 19391941( Pr usz k - w: Ajdaks, 1999), 70
?Boi k o @mknadzield2 43.

“Ren®e Gl assner , ALiI fe, Deat h, and AngeAndLifels Changedlar t i n Il ra
Forever Holocaust Childhoods Remembel@ektroit: Wayne State University Press, 2006), 165.
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|t mu st be borne in mind that it was not wuntil after
Nazi Ger many actual | Soliunpiloenmedn tlend tthhee nieka mtail me , the
devastating blow to Jewish communal life and organizations in Eastern Poland, and tens of thousands of
Jewsfound themselves deported to Balag.

Many Jews who had come under Soviet rule, éhese who were severe critics of prewar Poland and

openly welcomed their countryés downfall, sooner ofr
one survivor, t hat it was still betteroveteinbe a Jew
equal fear wi ?leonesirer who mad spert soee @ime in a prewar Polish prison for

Ssubversive activities, was imprisoned by the Soviets

Soviet zone of occupation. His friend Bemh@oldstein, a Bundist activist, barely recognized Feiner after
his release and return to Germaactupied Warsaw:

| could hardly believe my eyes. | remembered Feiner as a tall aristocratic man, whose graying hair was the only
hint of his fifty-eight yeas. Though he was a busy, prosperous lawyer, he had always managed to find time for
skiing and mountain climbing to keep him in the best physical condition. The man with sunken cheeks who
stood before me was old and starved. What had happened to his béajdnce?
He smiled wryly at me . il have O6recoveredd during the
seen me when | arrived from the Soviet zone. 0
In his quiet, deliberate way he told me the story of his experiences during the lorgs rimothe Soviet
prison at Lida.

il was in the Polish Puni shment Camp of Kartuz Bereza
be compared to what | Il i ved t-bxaminedjrhe fou mights on emduThey 6 c o mr a d e
insultedme as a O0spy.o6 | told them | was a | awyer and had :

courts. They laughed and called me a counterrevolutionary and a fascist.

ifiWe received hardly any food. Oft eninasmticks,dirty, andinger we s
lousy. It is hard for me to say it, but what saved us is that the Nazis drew close to Lida. The Soviet guards did
not even do us the kindness of unlocking the cell doors before they ran away. We had to break out ourselves,

" samuel DrixWitness to Annihilation: Surviving the Holocaust: A MenfowWa s hi ngt on, D. C.: Brasseybd
Dr . Drix, a native of Lw-w, recalled (on pp. 6, 9):

When the Russians arrived in Poland they were amazed at the level of life they saw, and they bought
everything they could; stores throughout Lw-w were emp
overheard Russian patients talking with each otlveaware of my presence. They were sharing their surprise
at what they had seen in Poland, and their realization that they had been lied to by their government all these
years. They had been led to believe, by Soviet propaganda, that the masses oérolepeverished and
oppressed by the bourgeois; they had even been told that the farmers in Poland had to plow their fields with
their hands while a boss urged them on with a whip!
Even in the Soviet occupation, we all got a sample of the naturevidt Poopaganda. The store windows
on Lw-w6s main streets displayed | ovely posters of th
industrial region. Photographs showed beautiful living quarters and excellent working conditions. Many
workers, eagefor jobs, stood in line from dawn to apply for work in Donbas. After a few weeks, people
started coming back, some so anxious to leave they had traveled the great distance on foot! They were also

risking getting into trouble, but this was early on, ar@lthSovi et s had not yet institute
Lw-w, so it was possible to avoid punishment for | eavi
It took me some time to realize the extent to which our freedom had disappeared. One day | was in a movie

theater seeing a historichli | m about the Russian revolution. When S
appl auded i mmedi atel y. | didnot . My friend next to me
Are you crazy, do you want t o gtonetas alBaysbeimgiwatched, Event ual
always in danger of being denounced to the authorities

The threat of punishment for even the smallest political incorrectness was so real that it was a tool to force
compliance in even trivial matters.

In some caseshé evolution came like a bolt of lightening. After a Jewish woman, whose daughters had joined

Communist organizations, had her restaurant seized by the Soviets, she turned to her Polish neighbour bemoaning the

|l oss of fAour cher i shied@®Pkd,anfdZ oKrSese: W Hdae nNEBapeygwdNew or ku (1),
York), June 10, 1999.
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before he Nazis took the town. It took weeks for Fishgrund and me to reach Warsaw on foot. We arrived in
terrible shape, barefoot, bloody® |l ooking too far gone

Jews also came forward in droves to join Gen&glad y Agd&r s6 Free Polish Army |
interior and t o bdemifatedRvland n 1929480 rathet than rSroain iureler direct
Soviet rule. In both cases, however, the element ofirstelfest cannot be overlooked. Joining thdigho
army or frepatriatingo to Poland was, in most cases,
Gulag and just a stepping stone to Palestine or the
universal and many Jews continued pplaud the benefits of Soviet rule right to the éhd.
But that ultimate awareness (for many, but certainly not for all) is one that skips very important steps in
the evolution of Jewish attitudes and in the analysis of what transpired in EasterniRdla8é 1941. A
significant portion of the Jewish population, with the passive acquiescence of the vast majority, had by that
time openly declared themselves to be enemies of Poland. News of this reached the rest of Poland and
made a strong impression teeMoreover, opting for Poland over the Soviet Union was, for many Jews, a
choice that did not signify coming to terms with Poland; it was often a stepping stone on the way to
Palestine or the West. Jews deserted from the Polish army en masse onceeit Redeltine and left
Poland soon after their arrival, never having had any intention to settle there.
In an exchange with Jewishmerican publicist Abraham Brumberg in thew York Review of Boqks
British historian Norman Davies was one of the filststern historians to deal with, among other topics,
the Soviet invasion of Eastern Poland. Davies begins his discourse with rather obvious statements of
principle:

On PolishJewish questions, my position is straightforward. | think that they can basteestood by taking

a critical stance toward the claims of both interested
divided society in terms of the mutual experiences and mutual antagonisms of both sides. | see no virtue in
limtngonesl t o the recriminations of one side against the
PolishlJewish antipathies. Also, one must try to relate the political currents of Polish Jewry to the general

trends of the day, and not to pretend that the Jews s@mehow exempt from the full range of political

attitudes and opinions which affected all other groups.

Professor Davies continues:

What | wrote, and can confirm, amounts to this: firstly, that among the collaborators who came forward to
assist theSoviet security forces in dispatching huge numbers of innocent men, women, and children to distant
exile and probable death, there was a disproportionate number of Jews; and secondly, that news of the
circumstances surrounding the deportations helpeduioPlishJewish relations in other parts of occupied
Poland.

> Bernard GoldsteiriThe Stars Bear Witnegsondon: Victor Gollancz, 1950), 99.

® Unlike ethnic Poles, who faced severe obstacles and restrictions in leaving Podisiarterritories incorporated into

the Soviet Uni on, Jews, it seems, did not encounter probl e
the influence of welplaced Jews in the Soviet Union and Sedeminated Poland. On the other hatig majority of
Poles who registered for firepatriationo in Soviet Lithuan

Poland. CiesielskPr zesi edl eni e ludnoSci pol s kiil#y,24230,484® s - w Wschodni cl

77Eugene Feldman from the village of Glinka near Stolin, in
much as | k new ab ou tts did because thely ndvér oriticized iit. Theynliked . &Vie bad no use for

the Polish. We had no use, no Jew had any use for the Polo
Voice/Vision Holocaust survivor Oral history ArchiveUniversity d Michigan at Dearborn, Internet:
<http://holocaust.umd. umich.edu/feldmane/ >. One Jew statedc

mont hs of Sovi et rul e. They felt t {CiemBBnehukShtstl Jeaws o e f r ee an (
Soviet Rule: Eastern Poland on the Eve of the Holoc@sfiord: Basil Blackwell, 1991), 77, where one can find a
number of similar testimonies.

BiPol es and Je wihe New York Raview af Bogkeril ®, 1987, reprinted with permissiorofn The
New York Review of BookBo pyri ght E 1987 Nyrev, Il nc.
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| mi ght have added, for Mr . Brumbergbs comfort, t hat 1
Poles, Byelorussians, Ukrainians and Lithuanians)ndiisympathize with Russiaoommunism, didnot

welcome the Soviet invasion, and didtc ol | aborate with the deportations. é

original contention. Among those persons, who to theirdiscdétlt o | | abor at e, there were fme
As an eyewitness to ¢hevents in eastern Poland in 108941, [Brumberg] has reported that the charge of

Jewish collaboration is fAparticularly obnoxiousod and t

procommuni st sympathizers. 0 efhas qenoty oraibdygsight, ariehdsmut di spa
report that almost all other withesses disagree with him. Thousands of survivors now in the West, and scores
of published memoirs tell a different story. Among the informers and collaborators, as in the perfstirenel o
Soviet security police at the time, the high percentage of Jews was striking. One could check the following
accounts: Jan and Irena Gross (1983), Anatol Krakowiecki (820¢ksander Blum (1980, Aleksander
Wat (1977)* Klara Mirska (1980f2 Ola Watowa (1984§3 Marek Celt (1986 or the collective work,
Moje zderzenie z bol szewifikymiClvaes hwrwa @ $inituh el 9B®l srhaeku k
1 9 3 & ang very many more.
These reports about the conduct of Jews do not necessarily make pleasant reading, especially when one
reflects on the appallinfate of those same Jewish communities following the Nazi invasion of the Soviet
occupied zone in June 1941. But one should not for that reason discount them, or try to read history

backward.

Mr. Brumberg is fond of quoting a Home Army Report of Septeni®1, signed by the commanding
office of the AK, GenerdlStefan]GrotRowe c ki , and containing the famous sen
established fact that the overwhelming majority of people in the country arSaenthi t i cal ly di spose

(Przygniaa j Nca wi nkszoSi kraj u ) jMissanslatedaby tMa vBrumbe, tha nt y s e mi ¢ k

79 Anatol KrakowieckiK s i N Uk a (ondow: Yeyitas, 1950). This book was reprinted in 1987.

8 Aleksander Bumfi O br o E i rgy narodoweoé (Z Wilna przez Francjhi
fotografie i dokumenty London: Nakg”]adem Kol egPwz pj.acioghiier 3ybskmchb Rrotd-z\
second expanded edition was published in 1985.

81 Aleksander WatM - j wi ek: P a miTwotParis kLondon:wWblania ook Fund, 1977; Second revised
editiond 1981).

8 Klara Mirska,W cieniu wiecznego strachu: Wepaienia(Paris: n.p., 1980), 3482.
83OIaWatowa,Wszyst ko co najwaUniejsze@ondoRPusyi®8y z Jackiem Trznad

8 Tadeusz Chcitkt he aut h o B &as one efate legeadarg couriers who maintained contact between the

Polish governmarin-exile in London and occupied Poland. His memadBmli kurierzy (Munich: Kontrast, 1986),

especially pages 61, 74,188, 208 209, 225, 256, 2989, convey the mood of fear that gripped ordinary Poles on

account of the many local Jews who became ¢ghams of the Soviet regime. An expanded version of this book was
publishedin198 i n Munich and in 1992 by OSrodek Karta in Warsaw.

®Krzysztof RoMwj €Es kider eedni e z bol szew(dndomiPolisheCultwal z e Sni u 19
Foundation, 1986), citedfra.

®professor Davies explains: fiMh.e Bremlwhred dn ngi snar-aonms It ¢t iodn t

Semitic, 0 wr on giSemitisrmwad ayfiked gttribiuth af the Rolist population. ®mwecki, however,

used t h enasfawiana angyseniicko, whi c h i s rat her nasfavieit, ame nfiat tii mpldyei, g

fadj ust ment, O fidi sposition, 0 or fiinclinationo that can c h

telegram dated September 25, 1941, is reproduced in Andrzej Krzysztof KuneRoladyit y d z i ,iJuderp | en

Poles Jews, 19301 9 4 5 : Wyb-r tr-deg, Quel l eopwWaswaWwl , R8ebheOtchoonypf PE
u

Wal k i Mhncze@Est wa, Il nstytut Dz i e dandKezysntat JadlewicaPidrasiveog o , and Ry
diable: Elity sowiekie w okupowanej Polsce 1939941 ( Bi agostocczyzna, Nowogr - -dczyzna
(War saw: Instytut Studi - w P d42iwithycexarigtionhin werding waiah th ndRay m, 200 1)
undermines Norman Davi @dsadn peweewvtslzwestakmazlp@lswnlrmlvlela i oSwi
Rady Narodowej, dotyczNce Uyd-w w Polsce wywogu1N w kroaj
propagandn Rz Ndo wi nieprzychylnN 1lub WrogNrZ)egnFPradsmﬁ\lcprz
wi i kszoSIi naktrojang[ua sj eosptp mastawibnatl o afnt ysemi cko. Nawet socjaliSci
R-Unice dotyczN tylko taktyki postfipowania. Zalecaj Ncych n
wywogagy wdmpudgltzuci a, ale zmalago ono po zlaniu sin obu

zachowaniem sin Uyd- wastaaiona snasficjoddr i @o n @t d9 k& fimoodd or Adis
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quotation takes on a new slant, and might seem to imply either that Polish attitudes were based on fixed
prejudice, or even that t h e daPmliciess Sigaificgntlyp and dery o f t he N
conveniently, Mr. Brumberg keeps quiet about the second half of the quotation. The original text of the
report, in describing the factors influencing Polish opinion at the time, goes on to say three things: itstly, th
virtually nobody approved of German actions; secondly, that Nazi persecution of the Jews was causing a
backlash of sympathy; and thirdly, that flewish sympathies were inhibited by knowledge of Jewish
activities in the Soviet zorfé ¢

One might eqally recall the report written [transmitted] in February 1940 by Jan Karske of those
fearless Polish couriers who kept London in touch with occupied Poland, and who was subsequently
decorated in Israel for his attempts to warn the West about théesalitthe Holocaust. [The portions in
square brackets were omitted in the English translation relied on by [BaiieB ]

AThe Situation of the Jews on Territories Occ!

The Jews here feel at home, not just because they are not hedhitiapersecuted, but because their
smartness and adaptability has won them a certain measure of political and economic advantage.

The Jews are entering the political cells. They have taken over the majority of political and administrative
positions, ad are playing an important role in the labor unions, in the schools, and above all in commerce,
both legal and illegal [loansharking and profiteering, illegal trade, contraband, foreign currency exchange,
liquor, immoral pursuits, pimping and procuremeét]

Polish opinion considers that Jewish attitudes to the Bolsheviks are favourable. It is universally believed
that the Jews betrayed Poland and the Poles, that they are all communists at heart, and that they went over to
the Bolsheviks with flags wavinmndeed, in most towns, the Jedid welcome the Bolsheviks with bouquets,
with speeches and with declarations of allegiance and so on.

One should make certain distinctions, however. Obviously the Jewish communists have reacted
enthusiasticallytoth8 ol shevi ks. €é The Jewish proletariat, petty t
seen a structural improvement, and who formerly had to bear the indifference or the excesses of the Polish
element, have reacted positively, too. That is hardly surprising

But what is worse, Jews are denouncing Poles [especially students and politicians] (to the secret police),
are directing the work of the (communist) militia from behind the scenes, are unjustly denigrating conditions
in Poland before the war. Unfortately, one must say that these incidents are very frequent, [and more
common than incidents which demonstrate loyalty toward Poles or sentiment toward Bdland)].

The Yad Vashenarchive in Israel, too, provides detailed substantiation of the same pictufeThe Jews
wel comed the Red Army with joy. The young people spent

Grodno, Aal l sorts of appointments were filled predomi
them, too, with thetoppositons . 6 [ I n & - ki ew, AThe Russians rely prin
In Lw- w, il must admit that the majority of positions
Jewish observertothe p®ovi et demonstr at i oenevera politidalvmareh, ar protestt e d , fi Wh
meeting, or some other sort of joyful event took place, the visual effect was unambigueusrs . 0 | n Wi el ki e
Oczy, the Jewish doctor recall ed how | okomsbmalewi sh you

toured thecountryside smashing Catholic shrines. The references can be found in a recent study of the Soviet
deportations from eastern Poland by J. T. Grossand |. Ghbss; zt er dzi estym nas Mat ko na
Polska a Rosja 193922°

can change according to circumstances. One can firghalogy here to the mood of the American public toward

Muslims in the wake of 9/11. It is important to bear in mind that GeneralfRsmive ¢ ki 6 s r e paforethe was wr i tt
Holocaust got underway and that news of the widespread killings of Jews innHRskand was not widely known in

central Poland. This fact escapes many historians who continue to cit&k@vetki selectively, inccurately and

mani pul atively along Abr aham TBelanubBetweed/3. | i nes, for exampl e

87Accordingtorhstorian Bogdan Musi ag, Nazi propaganda had a har
extensively publicizing information about Soviet atrocities in the Eastern Borderlands and by portraying Jews as

partners and participants in these crimes. See liscaftt e , fiStddydohkviskpel smkho Kresach Wschodn
okupacj N s dw9 4Bjidgn Kvia8athp Radomskiego Towarzystwa Naukowego,34, no. 1 (1999):

125.

8Karskios full report, in its t wAntonyePplenskg adslewsm&asterhe found i
Poland and the USSR, 19366 ( New Yor k: St . Mai7nl.i nés Press, 1991) , 260

8¥Gross and-GlsswWdrz@®ekadziest y m n a s 28N3a A gignificandy al¥igded Englishe s al i €,

version of this book (ferred to earlier) was published in the United State&/asr T hr ough CHowevedr ends Eyes
it does not contain these citations, nor other accounts attesting to Jewish misconduct reproduced later on in the text.
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In Pi EGsk, where the population wa/AcdeTriemphe®®0 percent Je\
The purpose here, of course, is not to demonstrate what one hopes would liertgi@med, namely, that

Jews given the chance will behave as well or as badly as anyone else. The purpose is simply to show that the

marked increase in arfiemitism in occupied Poland in 193®41 was linked to Jewish conduct. To put the

perspectveomany Pol es emotively, Jews were seen to be danci
Naturally, there is more to the story than that. Objectively speaking, there was no reason for Polish Jews as

a whole to react to Pol andods darafem totshare Rolish feadingthaty t hat m ¢

collaborating with the invaders was in itself an act of disloyalty. Nor should one forget that the prevalence of

Jews in the Soviet organs of oppression did not stop the Soviets, once established, from devastdting Jewis

life in the Soviet zone. The Jewish communes, which had flourished under Polish rule, were peremptorily

abolished. The Jewish middle class was reduced to penury. Hebrew schools, Zionist clubs, all independent

Jewish organizations were closed down ovéiiiy Conditions were so good that thousands of Jewish

refugees swarmed westward toward the Nazi zone, passing swarms of other refugees fleeing in the opposite

direction. Gross even reports one incident, where a visiting Nazi commission was greeted lsyofrdaves

c hantHeiliigeroh i n the hope of getting permission to cross |

the River Bug, they were met by a Nazi of ficer shoutin
to kill you. o

All Polish citizens shared in the confusion. Many fled from west to east to escape the Nazis. Many fled

from east to west to escape the Soviets. Many, quite |

The hopeless predicament of such people, trapped between Hitlertadim] &oquently illustrates the
predicament of Eastern Europe as a whole. Poles, Jews, Ukrainians, and all other peoples of the region were
caught in the same double bind, overtaken not just by one occupation, but by two. Eastern Europe lay astride
the kattleground of the two greatest tyrannies the world has yet seen; and the full horror of its fate can never
be comprehended unless events on either side of the dividing line are related to each other.

Some Jewish observers also noted that the attafi®®les toward Jews, whickas rathefavourable in
the early months of the war, chang&rdmaticallyasreports about the behaviour of thewd in theeastern
part of Poland occupied by the Soviedsiched the German occupation zoMhile overlooking te much
larger preSoviet elements among the Jews, Isaiah Trunk leveled harsh criticism against the Jewish
Communists.

At the time of the of the Soviet annexation, some Jewish Communists had behaved in a tactless and even
treacherous manner, indulging hmiumphant greetings, infiltration into the Soviet occupation apparatus, and

informing to the NKVD on regional Polish and Jewish bourgeois and Socialist leaders. In addition, the Jewish

popul ation generally wel comed tpirteyesdto the Roltsh populatiorp at i on €
by returni¥g refugees é

Polish historians were slow to amass the extensive documerdagmead over countless sources,
published and unpublish&dwhich supportedNo r ma n  Diews iare ghisfurther played into the
syndrome of denial on the part of Holocaust historians. For those familiar with those materials, however,
there could be no doubt thats assessment was accurate, penetrating and balanced. The hundreds of
testimonies gathereid this studyamply attest v that By and largeDavi es & penetrating obse
ignored by historians writing about this topic in the West. Rather than to turn to authoritative primary

P®see also R yszar d z8wsld)Wpjoanpsldkdsowieckaal93§Warsaw: Neriton, 1995; Warsaw:
Antyki Marcin Dybowski, 1997), vol. 1, 178. These are much expanded editions of Karol Lisz@egka polske
sowiecka 1939 r(London: Polish Cultural Foundation, 1986), first publishethinWest under a pseudonym at a time
when the topic was taboo in Communist Poland.

“on this phenomen, Yehuda Bauer observes: i What is to some
institutions that had roots going back for centuridtapsed like houses of cards. There were attempts. Here and there,

é to form small underground groups that tried to maintain
have much support from the local Jews, who just tried to make ends rdeet@amur vi ve i n the new regi me
Bauer, fiSarny and Rokitno in the Holocaust: A Case Study

Katz, ed.,The Shtetl: New Evaluatiorfslew York and London: New York University Press, 2007), 261.

92 |sd@ah Trunk, Jewish Responses to Nazi Persecution: Collective and Individual Beha\Eotramis(New York:
Stein and Day, 1979), 44.
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sources of Polish, Soviet, and ewbinse ofJewish provenance, they choose instead toarlgecondary
literature which is largely dated and often skewadd compound matters by using the evidence very
selectively®™

% Among the historians who have written in this vein in recent years are the following: Benjamin LiebEzmiaie

Fate: Ethnic Cleansing in the Making of Modern Eurd@hicago: Ivan Doe, 2006), 1781, 203 204; Niall Ferguson,
The War of the World: Twentietbentury Conflict and the Descent of the W@ktw York: Penguin, 2006), 4183;

Robert Gellatelyl enin, Stalin, ad Hitler: The Age of Social Catastroplidew York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2007), 385
91.
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CHAPTER TWO

Jews Greet Soviet Invaders En Masse

The purpose of this compilation is not simply to marshal evidence of ithespread phenomenon of
throngs of Jews, often dressed in their best attire for the occasion and including Orthodox Jews and rabbis
in their ranks, avidly greeting the Soviet invaders of Poland in SeptemberAlg83ugh Jewish survivors
tend to gloss ovethe Soviet period in their testimonies, accounts describirtdnthe entry of the Red
Army are legion, as are Polish accounts. Many of them attest to the boundless and uncritical outbursts of
enthusiasm for the new regime that consumed large segmetiis dwish population. That, after all, is
not the crux of the Polish case. What is disconcerting about these manifestations is that they were generally
accompanied by declarations of loyalty to the Soviet Union and open and flagrant displaysPaflignti
sentiments and behaviour.

In Wilno,

The Red Army entered é early on the morning of Tuesday
by Vi[IWiaodkedwvslsh residents, in sharp contrast to the Po
Particular ardour was displayed by leftist groups and their youthful members, who converged on the Red

Army tank columns bearing sincere greetings and floWers.

... [Jewish] youths laughed and jeered at groups of Poles who wegsl tastheir deportatiorand took an

active part inroundupsand arrests [ of mdhwdreeesrliitedmeastly Tifmet exolusivelyt i a
from the Jewish youtf?.

According to Jewish eyewitnessfrom Wilno,

It is hard to describe the emotion that swept me as | saleistteet, across from our gate, a Russian tank
bearing grinning young men with a blazing red star on their berets. As the machines came to a halt, the

people crowded around. Somebody shouted, AlLong | ive th
Youcoul d hardly find a Gentile in that <c¢crowd. € Many p
would bring in its wake. é everyone greeffed the Russia

on the 14 of September, Soviet tank crews with smilestoeir faces and flowers in their hands drove into
our city €é How much joy and happiness the people had!

of the victorious, undefeatable Red Ar my. agtheBesi des t h
MessiahAn g e | every single one of their soldiers blessed
have to throw away my heavy thoughts and say #ALong | i\
managed to change a simple individuaht o a per son of the” highest quality, |

Miron [Lewinson] did not report for mobilization. He thought there was no point in fighting for a bourgeois

Pol and. &

Toward morning Miron ran in. We had not seen him for many days. He cried outlyjoffbm the
threshold:

iSoviet troops are in the city!o ¢é

“Dov Levin, fAThe Jews of Vilik8 Ordembe PdintStelies iBRolism, 19 Sept
Jewry,vol. 9, Poles, Jews, Socialists: The Failure of an Idéaondon: The Littman Library of Jewish Civilization,
1996), 111.

“WgadysgawzZ zWirzyakdo Workuty: Wspomnienia Kordasawanta Garni
stytut PamKoimiisjNarodiogveni a Zbr odni przeci wko Narodowi Pol

% Account of Gershon Adiv (Adelson), (diary, SeptemberlB89), in Levin,The Lesser of Two Evil33.
97 Letter from Wilno dated November 2, 1939, published in the American Yiddish newsplpgen SternCited in

Garl nasl9li9%kiTshhe Year That Ch a HigteyAnSteréam yartd NéMorg: Rodopi, Li t huani a
2010), 152.
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Crowds of people were on the streets é Oh, what might
believe my own eyes. My heart was breaking withdjdere it was, the army of the wonlg class, of the
country of triunphant socialisni®

A Polish eyewitness observed the following on September 19, 1939:

On Wielka Street we noticed a group of several hundred men. They waved red flags and were shouting
something. Some of them were arnveth rifles. As we approached we realized that they were Jews. Almost
all of them wore red armbands. Red flagerehung from the windows of Jewish residences. We came across
the first Soviet tanks in front of Ostra Brama. ¢é

Bolshevik offices weréeamng withlocal JewsThe fpeopl eds militiao was recrui
They also provided the NKVD wi bsht iilnef otromatth @&ayS cavbioeutt UinPic
considered the Soviet authority as teeind openly enjoyed our [i.e., Polal]édsfeat. They often directed
all sorts of threats at us and mocked our national and spiritual vAliues. every turn they decl ar
ruled had come to an end. Small Jewish c¢children called

The following accountby anotherPolish eyewitnesss illustrative ofthe divergence between theood of
many Jews and the Polish populatarthattime.

Amidst the crowd, | made it to Wielka Street, where the Red Army was being welcomea bvihdisplay
next tothe town hall. | pinched myself from time to time to make sure | was really awake. | kept suspecting it

was a nightmare. | had never anywhere hesard many j oy f ul shout s, SO manhy crie
Voroshilov, Molotov, and the Red Army. Although di dndt exactly know who the me
|l eftist Polish organizations wer e, | can say with conf
Jews were the ones who had displayed all the spontaneous enthusiasm. All the Jewisitiorgapinbably

had their representatives welcoming [them]. There was
Jwi sh women coul dndét be beaten. Their ideas of who sho

even just for a Pole, binr the average honest person, made one sick to the stdffiach.

The Jewish supporters of the Soviet invaders was by no means limited to leftist circles or the prélgtariat.
Polishhistorian Marek Wierzbicki noted,

It was not only the communist Jews aheit sympathizers who greeted the Red Army enthusiastically, but

also members of Jewish organizations without any communist connea®mgll as Jews not associated

with any organization at all. The open expression of joyeaattival of the Sovietsmthe part of these Jews

contrasted with the reserve or even animosity exhibited by the Poles. What for Jews was salvation, or at least

the | esser evil, was for Poles a national tragedy. The
and builta wall of animosity between them. The solidarity that the two ethnic groups had demonstrated in the

face of German aggression quickly dissipaféd.

% Rachel MargolisA Partisan from Vilna(Brighton, Massachusetts: Academic Studies Press, 2010)2@18he

return of the Soviets the following summer was an equally
veled triumphantly. o | bid., 232. When the Germans invaded i
fight: ithe Russians were fleeing. How could this be true-
own soil 6 arbubyanttstipemelysafoalfli yent song. €é all the party worke
run away? That could not be true! And without transmitting

9 Henryk Sobolewskiz zi emi wi | e Es ki &Sgcond expagdze dS veidd tt i UG A GUEAERES kK: n. p. ,
the Soviets handed over the Wilno area to Lithuania on October 28, 1939, the Jews who had previously donned red
armbands now hung Lithuanian banners above Jewish shops. Ibid., 17.

Wecited i n Mar edishJaiish rReldtions k iVina andthe Region of Western Vilna under Soviet
Occupation, 19391 9 4 1 Paiin, violn19 (2007):490.

Ylwi erzbi c Klewjsh ReRtmnsiinsvVitna and the Region of Western Vilna under Soviet Occupatioii, 1939

1 9 4 1 Palin, violnl9 (2007) 489i 90.
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A Polish eyewitness recalled the welcome given to the Red Army by a wealthy Jew, one of the largest fruit
wholesalers in Wilno, who enthusiastically threw flowers from his window as the Steps
approached™

Israeli historian Dov Levimecordsthat thisjoyousreceptionof the Soviets by Jewsas nearly universal
in towns throughout EastePoland(the rames of towns have been emphasized):

Various accounts attest to the joyous welcome that the Red Army received almost everywhere. When the

Jews ofKowel (in Wolhynia [sic]) were informed that the Red Army was approaching the town, they

ficel ebrated Whénnilgéd Red Army actually entered Kowel
ent hugd%éasm. o

In Baranowicze fiPeople kissed the soldiersdéd dusty boots. é C
flowers, and showered the soldiers withthém. Red f | ags were found in the blink
city was be®ecked in red. o

20" of September, in the morniéiga Russian tank entered KobriK p b riyfE Pol esi a] é The tanl
followed by more tanks and soldiers. People were ecstatic. The fascistic Polish kingdom has crumbled. We
sat at night and read the pamphlets the Russians passed around. We were full of hope for a béfter future.

The townof Kobryn [K o b t wasEawash in red flags, which local Communists had prepared by removing

the white stripe from the twoolor Polish flag. The cheering crowd scattered leaflets castigating the fascist

[sic] Polish regime and lauding the Red Army andhitgury of liberation. In Ciechanowic€ipchanowiet,

a band of Jewish Communists erected an fdAarch of tri ump
and messages such as fAlLong Live the SovieR-afdlegi me. o6 Th
treated the day of the Soviet occupation as a religious festival, greeting each otimeaxzeittioy'°®

éthe sight of tJhaen - Jve vipsgréetrig khé &ed cAmmy [n their prayer shawls, was
something that had [sic] many of the Jewfsirn Soviet troops had certainly never before bef%id.

In the largely Jewish small town @fiszniew
the entire town came to greet [the Soviet army] with flowers in their hands and everyone was very excited. At
the center of the market, a stage was buitt tire representative of the Jews, Yakov Hirsch Alishkevitch,
along with a few |l ocal Christians, made excited speech
the Sovi®¥t Union!o

A frenzy broke out ilN 0 w o g rthatceukd have had fatal catpiences had the person fingered as an
enemy of the new order in fact been a Pole:

The citybds Jews, especially the youths and children,

MMarek Wierz Hewistk Relation i &/ilna antt the Region of Western Vilna under Soviet Occupation,

19391 9 4 1 Palin, violnl9 (2007):490.

103 Levin, The Lesser of Two Evil33.

1041pid., 34.

105 pavid Ashkenaziii Wa r é€,0 in Betzal el S h wa r tThe Book of KobrinsTheaSerbll Ch ai m Bi
of Life and DestructiofiSan Francisco: Holocaust Center of Northern California, 1992), 379.

106 Levin, The Lesser of Two Evil34.

%7 id., 219.
% CheinaRabnovich, fVishnevo during the SecVishdevaWdirshed War , 6 i n
hayetah veenenah od: Sefer zikarofTel Aviv: Wiszniew Society in Israel, 1972), 107 ff.; English translation:

Wiszniew, As It Was and Is No More: Memorial Boolgosted on the Internet at:
<http://www.jewishgen.orglyizkor/vishnevo/vishnevo.html>.
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troops, their weapons, tanks and armoured vehicles. é

é on trhoen oftliet1®[of September 1939] we heard the roar of the Soviet tanks coming from the
Karelitzer Street. Some Jews cried with joy. They ran towards the tanks with flowers in their hands, blocking

the way and waiting to kiss the soldiers of the Renhr. é there they noticed in the
square a tall man with a new long overcoat walking towards Mickiewicz Street. It took only one person to
shout, 6There goes the judge who used t pletestartd us for

running towards him and then to rain him with blows. Red Army soldiers, seeing a riot, ran to the scene and
saved the poor man. They asked him who he was, to which he replied that he was Refoel the poor cobbler
who had gone home to put on t8sbbath overcoat. He was no judge but had come to welcome the Red
Army.*%

A Polish eyewitness confirms that it was the Jewish g

€ the Christian population did n odringttha kitg. TRedewishpart i n m
population, however, especially the youth, ostentatiously met the motorized units with fivers.

The situation ir5 § o nwasrdescribed by Jewish eyewitnesses as follows:

The Jews of Slonim welcomed the Red Army with joy aglief, as if they sensed an end to Polish-anti

Semitism. No more discrimination and demeaning of Jews
The Soviet tanks and motorized troops sparkled in the sunshine that lit up the triumphant lipesetion

of the Red Army. The Jews of Slonim gted the Soviet tanks with flowers. In those happy moments we

dreamed and hoped that the AStalin sund would forever

people and lead them out on the bright highway of true national and socilafdstice

€ t Jewish population received the Soviet Army on its entry into the city with bread and wine, with a

shower of flowers that were thrown at the soldiers, with drums and dances. ... The Slonim Jews threw

themselves into the arms of the Soviet soldiers, embrénead and kissed them. The festivities continued

three days. Liquor flowed like water and speeches were made in the spirit of Communism. Many believed

that our salvation had come and the Soviet Russians were our messiah. The gentiles whispered and said:

inw the Jewish go¥ernment has come. 0

INnBr as gaw

The Jews welcomed the Red Army withgre j oy, with fl ower s, bread and salt
brought out and distributed rolls of red cloth among all who wanted to make redflags.

In Ostr- w e &village near lwacewicze, in Polesia,

109 Jack Kagan and Dov Cohe8urviving the Holocaust with the Russian Jewish Partighnadon and Portland,

Oregon: Vallentine Mitchell, 1998), 34, 135.
lloAndrzejSuch'ctz, itydzi wobec upadku Rzeczypospol iit®@pplworel acj a
in Krzysztof Jasiewicz, eds, wi at ni epoUegnany: tydzi na dawnychXXzi emi ach w
wieku( War saw and London tycziyech$PAN, Ryn, an8 Palodia AidM-oundation Trust, 2004)

261.

M1 Nachum Alpert,The Destruction of Slonim Jewry: The Story of the Jews of Slonim During the Hol@daust
York: Holocaust Library, 1989),i90.

12 Shalom CholawskyThe Jews of Bielorussiduring World War ll(Amsterdam: Harwood Academic Publishers,
1998), 3.

13 Ariel Machnes and Rina Klinov, edsDarkness and Desolation: In Memory of the Communities of Braslaw,

Dubene, Jaisi, Jod, Kislowszczizna, Okmienic, Opsa, Plusy, Rimszan, SloEedhkasz, ZaraczTel Aviv:
Association of Brasl aw and Surroundings i n | srael and Al
Hameuchad Publishing House, 1986), 612.
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Large numbers greeted the Red Army with flowers (I do
flowers from our gardens wer e -krownpeddler out dfféhe whiteneet t he
part d the Polish flag and the red part attached to the roof of our Aitfme.

InBi agystok

Towards evening [of September 22] the Red Army marches into a city decorated with red flags. Communal
delegations greet them with flowers and speeches of welcome. Thousands of elated Bialystoker throng the
streets. Jewish youths embrace Russialdiers with great enthusiasm. On this, the holiest of nights, the
culmination of the Days of Awe, orthodox Jews pack the synagogues and pray with renewedfrvour.

Anot her Jewi sh account from Biagystok states:

People in the streets greeted the Red yAmith great warmth. The professional associations and political
organizations in the city filled the streets with red flags and flowers. The encounter was enthusiastic and
friendly. Jewish youth, at that time already alienated from traditional Judaisbraeed the Russian
soldierst®

INnHo r o ¢ im Vokynia,
The Jews were overjoyed. ¢é The balconies and house fro
Communist leaders. A deputation of workers with radiant faces awaited theiriggtiestd i f e6s dream had
come true''’

A Jew from Warsaw, who found himself@u ¢riported with a foresight that seems to have been rather
rare in those times:

The majority of the youth expressed great enthusiasm. They kissed the soldiers, climbed theetaghse

an ovation. Even earlier, before the Red Army had entered the town, a part of Jewish youth organized
meetings and demonstrations. For us Jews it was politically very unwise that a part of the Jewish community
had a very bad attitude towards Bhlsociety and the Polish arr{.

14 70fia NiebudaMy Guardian Ange(Toronto: Easy Printing, 1996), 25. The author gurgs her description of the

Jewi sh peddl er as foll ows: fBefore the war, the Peddl er s o
always came around on such days. For some insignificant hair pin or a shiny glass ring, children would give him a

chicken, goose, sack of flour, or a sack of oats for his horse. At one time for his second offense, my nine year old
brother was belted for trading a pig f ori3&thedeportatoh,ess pocke
on February 101940, of her family and many Poles to their unknown destination near the Arctic Circle, carried out

with the assistance of local collaborators. She recalled her release from bondage in August 1941, after the Soviet Union

had become an fdlhley @ ommmankenWeswi th a charming smile on hi

though he wished to embrace wus all, started with &éTavaris
6Pol i sh dogsil® Hdvever,lthsindwly, fourtirtlhip proved to be superficial at best. When they
reached Kirov, filn front of every bakery stood |l ong | ines

be able to purchase even a slice of bread without NKVD permission, and the NKVD hathteearder not to supply

such privileges. The Russians were determined to finish off all of the Polish people deported into Russia, but it had to
appear as though the deaths were of natural causes. However, in actualify,sRnlég and purposely were béng
starved to death. o Ibid., 152.

115 Arnold Zable Jewels and Ashéblew York: Harcourt Brace, 1991), 111.

18| shmulewitz et al., edsThe Bialystoker Memorial Boqilew York: The Bialystoker Center, 1982), 51.

117

Miriam Berger, i T h ed., Méachiv; Memarial BogkTal Aviv: Hidrahiv iCammittee in Israel,
1966), 39.
U8as cited in Andr zej tbi kowski , fJewi sh ReactkPonn to t he S

Studies in Polish Jewrypl. 13 (2000): 67.
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But it was not just the impressionable youth who were enthusiastic about the prospect of Soviet rule. A
Polish eyewitness recorded the following scengubno:

A Soviet soldier came in to the little Jewish cafe where wer e sitting over a cup of
surrounded by a group of people. The local Jews in particular looked on him with great satisfaction and
caught his words greedily, translating them aloud into Polish at one. The soldier declared, of couhse, that
Red Army was on the march to Germany. The most interesting part of his discourse was however his
accounts of the Soviet regime and of life in Russia, which we found afterwards he must have learnt by heart,
since they were word for word the same asahgisen by every neswomer from Russia, were he soldier or
civilian. Russia, according to him, was a perfect paradise on earth, where everyone was prosperous and
enjoyed great freedom.
6Comr ade, what woul d | be abdhen. t o do there?d6 one of hi
6l't depends on what you know, comrade, and whether yo)
6l 6m a shopkeeper. o
6Then in that case youdl|l abpenati becomemaademmi ssar
6And | ? | am a -fweocrtkonrayn, 6 eddorlotbhaecro nwa n t
6What i$aatbayg@id
60A nreaantnery. 0
6 Why, as youdve been a wor kman, comr ade, you can no
superintendent . 6
At each answer given by the Red Army man the questioners rubbed their bightedly, as though they
had already received their new appointmétits.

INR- wneyoung Jews marched fAin the streets, holding hi
s 0 n YA Pelish soldier who observed a pemmmunist parade led by a groupJefws in honour of the
Red Army, estimated that about ninety percent of 300 people who took part were cheeritfg Jews.

In in a comedy of errors, a Franciscan priest dressed in a long cassock was mistaken for a Soviet
commissar by Jews i@ s t rwhaysebut to greet the Red Army. They bowed low before him. Local Jews
with red armbands were soon swarming the streets acting aslitia. ***

InBusk,at own t o the northeast of Lw- w, on September 18,
Jews startehangi ng up red flags and banners lpoee@eagedq@ At h
wyzwoliciele z pa)@shknthejRediArmp enterecktieaown thei falowimd day in the
early afternoon, they were greeted joyfully by the Jewishufation. The Ukrainian populatioshowed
more restraint even though flyers were disbursed calling on
lackeys and a n d | Rublid meetings maligning Poland were frequent occurrefites.

e

19 Waclaw Sledziski, Gov er no
1946) , Z!.O. This b
okupacj N niefmEdctch

r Fr an k @ewtona Mdotgoheryshire, $ilVales: Montgomerys,
ook is transBwasttykaomatthWaPestawN: Daadiav
NuwgRol Skagladd)ni ca Ksi Agar

120 Genie Golembiowskin Search for SurvivgiMiami: n.p., 1985), 7.

Placcount no. 83&®Prdwj PidwirNzkawr oRBEdzi ecki ego na Polskn 17 w

(Toru® Adam Marszagek, 19t908 )c,a plt2i6v.i tTyhiisn sRo-Iwdniee.r was t aken

122(Fr.)RemigiuszKrandN drodze z OstKoagl wa @SJgydeék AWogi@hi e z Wogyni e

123 Antoni Adamiuk, i Ws p o mn iFerumi Ruszpasterskie: Biuletyn Pastoralnygl. 6, no. 23 (1996): i4l8;

Internet: <ttp://mwww.busk.pl/BuskTomkiewicz/rozdzial3.html After several monthswhen theharships imposed by

the Soviet occupationecame more apparespmeof theJews, espeéally the older ones, became friendlier toward the
Poles.Rev. Antoni Adamiuk, a vicar at thertie and futur@uxiliary bishopof Opole describes how he and the pastor,
Rev.Wojciech Stuglik, were evicted from their homes, exorbitant taxes were imposed on the parish as well as on the
priests personally (amounting to 30,000 roubles in 1941, whemdhéhly wage of a teacher was around 2ffbles),

and the priests were subjected to frequent interrogations by the NKVD. The Ukrainian Greek Catholic pastor, Rev.
Sylvestr Kaynevych,was afraid toprovide religious instruction because he was marriedhaada family, so at the
request of Ukrainian parents and with his permission Ukrainian children prepared for and made their First Holy
Communion in the Latimite Catholic church. (Later, under the German occupation, Rev. Kalynevych used the same
excuse nbto visit sick Soviet prisoners of war who were hospitalized during an epedemic. Under the Soviet
occupation, a Ukrainian cathechist, Rev. Dygdala, became a teacher and ardent promoter of atheism.) When the Soviets
fled before the German invaders in Jur®d 1, the bodies of 35 peopldoles and Ukrainians, but no Jéwvaho had
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INnL w-,proSovieth ent husi astsodo consisting mostly of Jews and
as it marched into the city on September 22. Groups of young men met the Soviets on the outskirts of the
city and fiwel comed them with reddRéddays mads by rippiagr ol ut i on
the white portion off the red and white Polish banner, draped windows and balconies and adorned buildings
and gateway¥” In front of the Grand Theatre, an impassioned address to a Soviet tank division leader was
delivered bya r abbi , who reportedly expressed -dwhited Jewi sh c
demise of the Polish stat&. Theseanti-Polish rituals, in which tens of thousands of Jews took part,
occurred in town after town.

Hugo Steinhaus, a renowned matletni ci an of Jewi sh origin, recall ed v
enormous masso of Jews from Lw-w who fhad turned out
stars, so much so that it aroused laughter among the Russian officers. Others diséismedfiers in the
streets, kissed Russi an ¥tKarksmi @amd Ktal clicdkekbly h e iwh o a wtai
Yad Vashem for his familyés rescue of 24 Jews in a bt

On the day they [i.e., #aSoviets] enteredlwow [L w - ]wwent to the cemt of thecity to deliver milk to a
physician, a longstanding customdrwitnesseda horriblesight On the street were piles a mound of rifles
and the Russians were leading Polish soldjgisonersinto captivity. On the main street | sawhaarse
pulled by black horseon which lay an wmsually large coffin drapedvith a Polish military flag.On both
sides of the hearseyoung Jevsh boys repeatedly yelledoud | y i n afgoing ® bury rditéfie
P o | a n de wereThk poorest whelievedthe lies spread by Communists promising them &ebéfe.
How couldtheyknow what would happen to them twmoreyears? stood with othepeopleon the sidewalk
andscreamedgomething at therfl no longer remember whatimmediately a young Jevbrandishing a gun
and a red band (he was no more th8hc ame over t o me and said, oldYou donodt
man pulled my hand saying, fAGo! Go! o

This is how they thanked Poland for accepting their ancestors centuries before. The richer, more intelligent
middle class Jews condemned their behawat,they could do littleYoung Communists denourgt¢hem
and reported them to the Soviets, as they did other Poles, and rich3ews.

The conduct of these young Jews was by no means a reaction to the German invasion oft Ralarah
open manifestationf support, one of very many, for the Soviet regime.
According to Julius Margolin,is ni at yn

The townspeople organized a welcoming program in honor of the Red Army and decked the town out with
bunting; seven hundred citizens marched past the Soviet headquarters, carrying red flags and crying hail and

been arrested were found in the cellar of the abandoned NKVD premises. The Ukrainian priests fled from Busk with
the advance of the Soviet front, so Ukrainians attended mass at thle €uirch. A local leader of the Ukrainian
underground (UPA) even called on Rev. Adamiuk to confess his dying mother and perform her funeral mass in the
village of Kupcze. Afterwards, Rev. Adamiuk received a warning that the UPA were planning to kiichim, left

Busk in June 1944.

124 pccount of Hans L. in Joachim Schoenfeldo| ocaust Me moi r s: Jews in t he Lw- w

Concentration Camp, and as Deportees in Sib@tiaboken, New Jersey: Ktav Publishing House, 1985), 324.

125 Grzegorz Hrycik, Polacy we Lwowie 1934 944 : t yci(aVacsdawii ekKse NUOka i Wiedza, 20C

Wi told Lach, fAKto powinien @jeyanand 2516 (124 12k) (Augush t15,e pr aszal , o
1996) : 11, as citeydiin BRzécmypospdlitdpVpridy: Ojozyzkd, 1997), 9.

127 Hugo SteinhausyVspomnienia i zapiskLondon: Aneks, 1992), 169. One Jewish author has remarked that kissing

Soviet tanks appears to have been a particular predilection of the Jews. See Jan Re@ohgsn from Abroad: The

Sovi et Conquest of Pol andés Wé¢Esnceton, mMewlkrsew iPimeetoraUnidersiye st er n B«
Press, 1988), 29.

128 Edmund KesslelThe Wartime Diary of Edmund Kesslémwow, Polang, 19421944 (Boston: Academic Studies

Press, 2010), 10G; translated from the Polish: Edmund Kessker, z e Uy | hol ok(aWasrts awme Lt wadwiwes K i
Instytut Historyczny, 2007), 996.
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hurrah. Most of the paraders were desome were Ukrainians; but there were no P6fes.

The revolutionary committee was organized by J-zef K
Soviet invaders under the triumphal arch erected by local Jews and communists. H{arvefalso an
ardent Communistwho ran a kindergarten before the war, led her preppesgioung students to the
spectaclé™
In anticipation of the Soviet arrival, local Jews adorned a squaBadrr y svihahwge portraits of
Lenin, Stalin, Marx and Engels. They brought out a table which they covered with a red cloth and erected a
triumphal arch which bore prSoviet slogans® Cheering throngs of Jews and Ukrainians greeted the Red
armyaslbberaor s of fAwe%tern Ukraine.od
In Drohobycz the difference in attitude between the Polish and Jewish population was striking:

The Jewish crowd cheered the Bolsheviks. A huge red flag was hoisted on the Town Hall and floodlit with a

searchlight. TheJewsut on red armbands and tried to form a kind
The delight of the Jews was indescribable. Some of them started making communist speeches and greeted

others with uplifted fists. The Polish population, on the olizerd, kept very quiet and stayed at hdfie.

The prevailing mood was captured in a Jewish diary:
anot her and am amazed to find true enthusiasm for t h
d ari st encountered an old Jew in a shtet]l who obser

Messiah ®hi msel f. o
There are many accounts which attest to the fact that elderly Jews could also fall {8tuvietdbliss. A
grey-haired Jew fronBoremel, in Volhynia, by the name of Lerner, who had the appearance of a patriarch,
when asked by a Soviet sol diday shoow do.ldd fihHo wwvacsa n ryeopu ik
ol d?0 inquired the puzzled sol d¥aJdewishieyewimesssrecdll® r n when
how a Jewish doctor in the town Birsztyn in Eastern Galicia, raised his fist clenched in the Communist
style to salute his Soviet comradés.
The theme of Stalin being a Messiah for the Jews was widespread. A high stltent fromL w - w
wrote:

I must admit that if ever anyone actually knew complete happiness, that was the day the Red Army entered.

That 6s the way | i magined the Jews awaiting the Messi a
words to desribe the feeling this waiting and this happiness. And at last we had lived to see it: they arrived

in Lw-w. The first tanks rol |l ed 0iorhrow floders® sivgp Toder ed how
organize a demonstration? How to show our gregt'j6

230l ius Mar golin, AWhen CdmnenRindl. 14, mang, (Dederhberrl@62):e680. Pi ns k, o

¥Marek Jan Chodakiewicz, ATaki p ol s k iGladkopis@Marsak), no. 4Ws p o mni eni
(2006): 238.

Bial fred Jasi Gski, fAKauar(Wassdnwd, nos K(Aprild99D):K@dl i psa, 0O

32Wi es gaw BMiadta SchEzdNarsaw: Pu s z y (Ekd 2005), 128.

133 Dominik Wedgierski [Karol Estreicher§eptember 193@ ondon: Minerva, 1940), 152.

134 Diary of Fryda ZerubaveNe Venad: Fartseykhenungen fun a plé¢fgeenos Aires: Tsentrdarband fun Poylishe

Yidn in Argentine, 1957), 5, 87, as quoted in Davies and Polonslaws in Eastern Poland and the USSR, 19489
16.

135\Wadiusz Kieszpd Boremla do Chicago: Opowiadani&tarachowice: Radostowa, 1999), 33.
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A Jewish account frorDereczynstates:

It is difficult to describe our sense of elation. At the time, | thought | was living the happiest day of my life.
The entire Jewish population, and also many of the [Belorussian] Christians from DereczizyBleaed its
environs, went forth to gOurejaytknew moebousds. Itiseemed asi ifithet ary f or
Messiah had come ¢é
To the celebration gatherings, tens of thousands of people from the entire area came together. Dereczin was
literally too small to absorb them all. The masses found many ways to express their enthusiasm and
inspiration for the liberating Red military forces, and its shining leader, $tlin.

These sycophantic displays enjoyed particular longevity inlsmahs such aWo § o &hyDereczyn
where Jewish witnessrecalled the pervasive pi®oviet mood of the Jewish population.

Changes that could be seen as both comic and tragic occurred in the Vdloxtigng o Jeywmg 6 st yl e of
dressing. The treasured fashion trend ef 8oviets was high boots. It was distressing yet amusing for us to

see distinguishedbalabatim such as Reb Isaak Shapiro, Reb Hirsh Malkin, Reb Yakov Veissbord, Reb

Avrom Shuker, Reb Mordechay Shishko, Reb Namiot der Sheliver (name of his natal shofth Sayb

Rubinstein and others walking in high boots. Most people wanted to please the new rulers. They threw away

the elegant tied shirts that symbolized the Polish bo
Soviet khakiguimnastiorka®

Young people[in Dereczyn]no longer show themselves in tBet HaMidsrashOne can do anything one
desires, and it has become the vogue to speak in Russian, and to assiredelieirio the new Russian
environment:*

Polish accounts froh w - axe also iformative:

Meanwhile the town suddenly changed its character. Jews poured onto the streets and, by all external
appearances, Lw-w was a Jewish town, especially when «
had come from the West. These throngs featéd an intense sympathy for the Soviet army units and tanks
that rolled by. Every Jew felt it his duty to wear a red ribbon on his lapel or, if possible, some Soviet emblem.

On Sunday, September'24 wor ker sd demonstr at iureenthey fvérd dlneost t he st r
exclusively Jewish and expressed their joy at being dl
on the streets, and their faces were visibly dejetfed.

The next days the walls of buildings and houses were colored Vffiéhedit posters. But they all had the

same substance. AfiThe rule of the Polish masters has en
particularly struck me because it hurt me, a Polish eagle was shown wearingcadaum er ed Pol i sh sol d
capall stained with blood and a Soviet soldier stood over it sticking it with a bay/Bnet.

The Communists continuously organized meetings and rallies in the town square. The crowds were drawn by
members of the NKVD, who had them sing [revolutionary songd lnr ai ni an] € There were ha

(Krak-w: TA i WPN Universitas, 1998), 68.

% Masha and Abrahaii r sch Kul akowski, AThis Is How thed,Jeewimsh Comm
Dereczin(Mahwah, New Jersey: Jacob Solomon Berger, 2000), 196.

¥Rachel and Reuven Rogovin, fiUnWdaorzyn:tSéfer she baveshet yesRieay i me, i n E
iEt s H@&eyAvimBormer Residents of Wolozin in Israel and W@A, 1970), 529; English translation posted on

the Internet at <http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/volozhin/volozhin.html>.

YOmeir Bakal chuk, AUpr oDeeeczind24.t h t he Mael strom, 0 in
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Poles in that throng. There were a few Ukrainian Commi

even know Ukrainian well, %ut each of them shouted

I was travelling fr om Brd®39]sn®rewompantmedtrwithtagdungdewisigirln Oct obe

who, as if intoxicated, spoke about the Red Army and the Soviets with-whelar t ed adul-ati on.
traveller finished her praises with this remark:
AiHow refined they ar eEverywtidet hasthrde twatahes ort hisevsist, gnd gosde s s .
Swiss ones. Il 6m familiar with these matters because
She said this entirely seriously. The first thing that Soviet soldiers had stolen in our region was precisely

watches and the most widel ydakmdwfcfRessy® anesfyong wascho) .

The situation in a small village outsid®- w hir predominantly Ukrainian Volhynia, a region far
removed from the German front and close to the Soviet borderjegasibed by a Polish eyewitness with
all its striking and symbolic juxtapositions.

[At the train station] we found hundreds of [Polish] military men and staff workers gathered into little groups.
We joined one of the gatherings, exchanging small talk.

As we talked, our attention was suddenly drawn to a group of young people across the street. Slightly more
than a dozen young men and women, who appeared to be Jewish, wearing red arm bands were gathered about
a pretty girl with long black curls protrudjnffrom under a red calico kerchief. In her hands, she cradled a
tray, on which were a bottle of wine and a loaf of bread. Some of us discussed this, and one of us recalled that
the wine and the bread might symbolize the Jewish ritual of welcoming homevbewsad been victorious
in battle.

Despite their sudden appearance across from the station, they remained inactive and strangely silent. They
appeared to be waiting for something: a middle aged man, who appeared to be one of them, joined them, and
lookik ng over to our wondering gaze, broke into a wide

This caused his group to break into an excited chatter, and then they all turned to look eastward along the
road. Their eyes appeared glazed, either with exciteorehbpe, we knew not which. Perhaps, | thought,
they expect the Messiah. We looked eastward also, to see what could be coming. And then we saw what it

was.
Far down the muddy road could be seen a column of armed soldiers, marching maybe six ahrelase in
formation. &

i We Evreikl heard the Jews shout out. They broke into a run, the girl with her tray in their midst,

toward the soldiers. | recognized the word as one mean

began to realizevho these soldiers might be. Evrei is a Russian word.

By now, the group had reached the soldiers, and they were embracing them. | remained almost hypnotized,
watching the scene. Now the girl was moving about the soldiers with her tray, laughingfeaimd) efine
and bread, which they ignored, as they continued marching toward us, their faces stern and set. Even when
the girl kissed a couple of the soldiers, they never broke stride and continued to march on without expression.

Ignoring our peopledthe st ati on, they marched right by. One onl o

AiWwho can they be?06 a woman wondered aloud. Then, as
with a red calico star, the truth burst upon all of us at once:

fiBolsheviksb &

A Polish o
yet know the nature of thisé They havendét decl ared
é Two small tanks e ardblwiausiynRussianwrolledtby.r ed st ar s,

By now, the column had reached a cluster of small houses near the station, where the road ran between
them. The soldiers stopped. | saw a large delegation of Jewish elders standing across the road. Some sort of
ceremonyappeared to be taking place. Obviously, they were welcoming the ReddAantyit appeared to
be prearranged. Suddenly, | saw the soldiers break ranks abruptly and move in with bayonets fixed upon
those Polish officers and cadets gathered loosely aboustdtien building. Moving very swiftly, they
disarmed the Polish Army men and took them into custody. | watched them rip the insignia and medals from
the uniforms of the Polish troops. Even as they did this, they pushed and jabbed their victims towaird the t
station and then into the station. €

143 Celt, Biali kurierzy,256.

“Wanna Rudzi Gska, fieN9390 A Reszyty HistotyszmiParis) vol. 137 (2001): 144.
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When they had done this, two Red soldiers slammed shut the big wide archway doors of the station. The

scene was horrifying. € Sickened by the bruttality, we
the doors with their ornate carvings.

The silence was interrupted by a man who sl ipped arou
|l oaded our officers into the train,o he said in a hush
We started to walk away and were stoppecaby s ol di er who waved his bayoneted
there, you,d he shouted in broken Polish.

An officer, who spoke more clearly, came up to our group of staff workers huddled near the building. He
appeared to be of high rank. Like a chant, heriad in brusk Russian why the Red Army had come.
We could not understand him, but a villager who knew Russian translated the rambling speech. The
Bolshevik was bragging of how the glorious and unconquered Red Army had come to save and liberate the
Russan and Ukrainian brethren from the oppressive yoke of the landed gentry.
iThe Red Army has come as your brothers to redeem the
translator said. The officer continued. He told us that the Soviets nowleweithe Polish State nonexistent.
It would be the role of the glorious, liberating Red Army to protect us, he said. The chant went on. Even the
translation sounded like a chant.

iWe wil|l give you happiness. Long |ive the rising sun
fiLongel the Soviet Socialist Union!o

AiGl ory to the heroic Red Army! o

Only theSieg Heilsnver € mi ssing, | thought. After this shamel ess

herding our valiant officers into the train, we were ordered to go to thbynbames. Pushed by soldiers

carrying their guns at the ready, our group moved obediently into the houses. We found that the residents had

set out tables for the investigation of our papers. &
Down the street, the soldiers stood at the ready in a guegsageant of olive green, their bayonets still

fixed. A guard unit had been spread around the station, and nobody knew what could be happening inside.

The train engine belched smoke but remained motionless. A few civilians walked dazedly from tH&scene.

The significance of what was happening was not lost on some Jews, mostly from the educated and
culturally assimilated spheres, such as the following witness to evehts ia radoWn north of Tarnopol.

Later that day we saw many Soviet tanks,calining from the direction of the Soviet border, just a few

kilometers away. Later still, we were shocked to see Polish prisoners of war led by Soviet soldiers. Seeing

Polish soldiers stripped of their weapons and rank was terribly depressing: the begfraniveyv era. During

the next few days printed propaganda posters appeared on the walls. They were very offensive and criticized

the Polish government and AfnNoppressive bourgeoisie cla
Western Ukraine from Polisoppressiori*®

When this Jewish youth returned to his home towh @f - the same atmosphere prevailed there:

Criticism of the Polish government, the Polish army, Polishwae politics and particularly Polish [sic]
hostility toward the Soviet Union, wagery sharp and could be felt everywhere. Political posters on the
streets were full of propaganda, such as [ Marshal] Pil
people**’
A Jewish woman in her twenties acknowledged that she had rea@ambistories about how in the Soviet
Union everyone was equal, so she felt it was the type of government she would like to livE*difidier.
was in all likelihood not an isolated case.

In the face of these abundant testimonies, both Jewish and Rokish,i s amazing to read Je¢
recent assessment of what transpired. iwWe have no c

145 Wanda E. PomykalskT he Horror Trains: A Polish Womg@asadshat er ands M

Maryland: The Minerva Center, 1999),i%4.

e pov Weissbergl R e me (hbndon énd TeAviv: Freund Publishing House, 1998),i1%53.

¥ pid., 54.

148 Testimony of Lucyna BerkowiczShoah Foundation Institute Visual History Archivgniversity of Southern
California, Interview code 22640. Later on Berkowicz came to regard Soviet contrtésa positive light than what

they initially anticipated.
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groups, 0 he writes. AUndoubtedly only a smal/l fract

occasi ons.toheAsyotudt hwhoyr edomi nated among t hem, Gross ok
one should hardly expect local youth, in some godforsaken backwater, to quietly sit at home when an army
goes by their hamlet and does not kill or rob anybody

Alexande Brakel, a young German historian, goes everthér in his attempt to discount Jewish
participation in these prBoviet manifestations by providing a dubious profiliof the crowds who
assembled to greet the Sovéetsontrary to Jewish accounts from pdac like Baranowicze and
N o wo g rd -amlexknerate therfrom responsibility fotheir actions

Not excluding the possibility that some Jews (and probablyJemrs as well) just greeted the Soviet soldiers

for quite opportunistic reasonis,is probable thatmost of them shared lefting political views. And as this

was only a minority among the Jewish population, it is safe to assume that only a minority of all Jews of the
Baranowicze region took part in the piaclwelcoming of the occupiers.

One mightarge t hat é there was no reason at all for Jews not
voluntarily cooperate with the Bolsheviks. There was no need for them to show loyalty towards the Polish
state that had treated them so badfly.

It escapes Brakehatthere would be no nedd concoct the latter excuse if there was no truth to the claim
that Jews greeted the Soviets masseBesides the argument is simply spurioliscould be usedustify
disloyalty by an aggrieved group in any internationalfiicrand, more importantlycould later be turned
against the Jews themselveshy were Jews deserving of Polish loyalty under German occupation,
especially since the stakes for Poles who helped Jews were much higher than for Jews who remained loyal
to Pdand under Soviet rule?
Yet such arguments are lost emany Holocaustistorians Yehuda Baueralso justifies displays of
disloyalty by Jewson the grounds thahey had been mistreated in Poland so therefore they owed no
loyalty to their state. Inther ocess he takes a swipe at Polish dAnat.
though not wuniversal, behaviour of the country®6s minc

Polish politicians and ideologues later accused the Jews of thedkaesly by associatiorall Jew® of
betraying Poland in its hour of need, of identifying with the Soviet oppressors. This became the main
ideological line of Polish nationalists toward the Jews during World War Il both in Poland itself and in the
Polish governmenin-exile in London; it is repeated in Polish historiography, journalism, and literature to
this day. The problem with this argument is that from the perspective of most Jews, interwar Poland was an
oppressive regime and could hardly demand loyalty from its badly tréewesh populatiof®*

The views of Israeli historian Robert S. Wistrich are even more strident. According to Wistrich, not only
is the enthusiastic welcome by Jews of the invading Red Army a myth, but it is also a manifestation of a
crude strain of ardemitism common among Poles. The latter, rather ugly, charge is undoubtedly calculated
to stifle debate on this topic. Wistrich writes:

According to this theod still very popular in Polardl when the Red Army entered the eastern half of the
country in midSeptember 1939, it had been enthusiastically welcomed by the Jewish population. Not only
Catholic nationalists, ultrightists and open antisemites espouse this myth but also prominent historians
such as Professor Tomasz Strzembosé [Sitrzembosz], of t Catholic University of Lublirt®?

9Gross, AA Tangl ed Web: Confronting Stereotypes Concerni

Communi st sThéPolitics of Retrfbltion in Europ83.
0Al exander Blhaekred , a iaeswi sh coll aborationd under Soviet
Bar anowi c z eBarkar @Qole,cand, Stiuveshared HistoryDivided Memory228 9, 227.

151 Bauer,The Death of the Shtefl7.

2Robert S. Wistrichgy Aniseénetism)Woddwid 20@1/Té fAfiva The Stephen Roth
Institute, Tel Aviv University, 2003) posted on the Internet at: <http://www.tau.ac.il/AB&mitism/annual
report.html>. Robert S. Wistrich is professor of European history at the Hebrewersityivof Jerusalem and chairman
of the Vidal Sassoon International Center for the Study of Antisemitism.
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Historian Roger Moorhouse has also espoused the notion thateofdwo local townspeopleamong them

someJews, greeted the SovietsSeptember 193giting the one case of Jedwabnahd that such events

werefi c o mpiav al ¥°In@naAmerican histaical book,Matthew Brzzinski has goneo far as to call
photos andc | i ps of Jews greeting Soviet troops ®vith flow
Historian Tarik Cyril Amar tries to dispel what many Jews thelwes witnessed by resorting to the

following sophism:

Soviet propagandists depicted enthusiastic crowds greeting their soldiers, but it is unclear who exactly was
cheering é But it bear sould nopdctaadjknswartythiagtaboatwhadreetedp or ar i e s

t he Soviets t he mo st . l nstead, in an ethnically fiss
fragmented impressions and rumors combined witlor psteretypes. Jews were condemned for both

obsequiousness and alleged assistance io the a d'&r s &

Jews who lived through those times, such Michel (Mendel) Mielnicki, have avery different
recollection of conditions in their small towns, in his c&a s i |jku-sw out siQltsideBheagy st ok.
large centres, the tumultuous crowds evdominated by the local populatidgrurthermore, theknew who
was therewhy they were there, and wim and whathey were cheerindor. These are not fraudulent,
mistaken or imagined recollections imbued with a@mitic animus but rather a reality thais
uncomfortable focurrentdayapologists

But, asThe Wasilkower Memorial Boalecords, everyone in the Jewish community was in such a holiday

mood on the evening of 18 September [ 1939] as they aw
wart to go to bed lest they miss any part of this historic occasion. Certainly, this is the way | remember
things.

I also can confirm that everyone cheered when our neighbour from across the street, Mordechai
Yurowi et ski, the t ilag®mtoptohtiiedire stagion towar. And<hedred again whén af
Soviet aircraft buzzed the crowd ¢é to drop teaflets we
Russia. o And when the Soviet sol diers fdgingihgly di d ma
AKatiusha, o with all the |ittle Jewish and White Russ
song. This was a scene worthy of a Sigmund Romberg ope

And contrary to Western propaganda, being part of the Soviet Union lgawe/érwhelming majority of
those in our community the security of belonging to a civil society, or at least one that was a hell of a lot
more civil than anything wedd experienced before. é Ev
atheistic Commm i st s . € When a plebiscite was held in October
wante(lngto be part of West Byelorussia, the majority of peéplémy mother and father included) voted
iYeso.

Michael (Moshe)Maik, a native of the nearby small towfS o k ,avipte in his wartime diary:

The next day, soldiers of the Red Army entered the town. The people of Sokoly, from the biggest to the
smallest, from the youngest to the oldest, men, women and children, all went out to the streets to greet the

153 Roger MoorhouséT he Devi | s 6 &APhd with Btalire 1939941 (NeweYork: Basic Books, 2014), 37.

Moorehouse does not mention any attsaon or arrests of Poles by local Soviet collaborators in 1939, but he does
mention pogroms directed against Jews in the summer of 19.
populations. (p. 273).

154Matthew Brzezinskil s aac 6's ofyofrtpuragefandSurvival in Na@iccupied PolandNew York: Random

Hous e, 2012), 48: AiThough they were blatantly phony, they
Polish society, as did si mil ar | igttrdopsaithdlowers, sheenrgasPolste | s é of
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%5 Tarik Cyril Amar, The Paradox of Ukrainian Lviv: A Borderland City between Stalinists, NazisNatidnalists
(Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 2015) 464
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liberai ng sol diers. The Jews received the fiRedso with shot
stood disappointett’

The authors of the memorial bookDfa wi d g & snhletdwn in Polesia, are even more explicit about
their new loyalties andheir condemnation of the vanquished Polish state:

Without question September 19, 1939 was the happiest day in the lives ofHaoidoker] Da wi dgr - d e k]

Jews in the course of the previous dozen years. After the shooting between the Poles and the Red Army

detachments had ended, the entire Jewish population ¢&

received the Red Army detachments ¢é ovallstoodonaghed ol d, s m

sidewalk of the main street through which the atmopps passed. With smiling faces and waving hands,

they greeted the Red Army men. é That day everyone was
In the afternoon a meeting was held under the free sky, and representatives of the Red Army nfaete speec

in which they pledged a free and blissful life for the inhabitants of the freed regions of West White Russia

and Western Ukr ai n-leatred &n@® pgverte wilsrio donger be theodedtiry of the freed

brotherly people of Western Ukraine akdest White Russia. From henceforth you will enjoy a favored

status, freedom, brotherhood, love and you will work under the rays of the sun of the gréedadetk

Comrade Stalin. o That was the sum and sabstance of the
Understandably the chief celebrants, who acted as if they were the hosts, were the few Jewish communists

in town. They were joined by several town citizens of Ddvatodok. All day until late in the night,

everyone stayed in the streets conversiit) the Red Army men about how the Poles had suppressed the

nati onal minorities and the Jews. ¢ OnHotodolkeslepti ght of S

peacefully and blissfully, and were full of hope for a bright futdfe.

As the following accounts fromKrynki n e a r Biagystok show, jubilation of
support for the new regime.

Kushnir Eliahu and Friede Zalkin:
The Jewish population of Krinki [Krynki] awaited the arrival of the Red Army, and as soon as our workers
heard that the Soviet military had crossed the border, they did not wait long before taking over the
government in the shtetl. Before the Polish police managed to leave Krinki, there was already a red flag
flying from City Hall.

Jews welcome the Soviets widm outbreak of joy and enthusiasm. Communists jumped up onto the tanks
and kissed the soldiers. The people were just plain Happy.

Abraham Soyfer:

157 Michael Maik, Deliverance: The Diary of Michael Maik. A True St¢Kedumim, Israel: Keterpress Enterprises,

2004) , 10. Mai k is silent about conditions for the townos
acknowl edge that the new fAmunicipal f uewsweiedamamnceddssa wer e mo s
variety of reasons, but neglects to point out that they were denounced by fellow Jews. Maik even rationalizes their good

fortune: ALater, under the evil Nazi regi me, haSovliett he Jews
Union. o6 Maik maintains that fclask and snwlb mevcheints duskng the Savieton o f tl
occupation was better than it had been during the Polish r
there waspleyt of i ncomeo; and that #Athe Jewish merchants felt fi
were |l egally subject 16 heavy punishment. o I bid., 14

¥8yosef Lipshitz, AYears of MamorabBodk ef DavieHoradolki54i8be at h, 06 i n Hel ma

1%9p. [Dov] Rabin, ed.Memorial Book of Krynkilnternet: <http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/Krynki/Krynki.html>,

translation ofPinkas Krynki(Tel Aviv: Former Residents of Krynki in Israel and the Diaspora, 1970), 231. This

account go&doonhnl yotseaeyenfihusiasm on the part of the foll ow
to them, after the Polish regime, they wanted i3 try c¢comml
The residents of Krynki had no particular catseomplain about the Polish administration. According to testimonies

in that townds memori al book, fithe relationship of the Jev

ruling and privileged statBorming ethnic group, was usually fair untfile Nazi period, and it was not affected by the

open and even officialarR8 e mi t i ¢ agi tation, whi che iPnotlei nsshi fmaeydo rd u rPamwge gt hCe:
was fAa very friendly man, spoke Yiddish wel!l and had a go
decided that all official announcements would be published in Yiddish as well as in Polish and that Yiddidieco

spoken at meetings of the council. Ibid., 147, 177, 223.
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There was great joy in Krinki. People hugged each other with tears streaming down their cheeks, tears of joy
and luck*®°

Beyl 6 k eGr&hsteis:it er
The shtetl was truly dancing in the streets. Everyone was beaming as they met their friends and chatted and
talked politics. Everyone was in a holiday mood.

People took flowers and called out to welcome the RexyA®*

Jan T.Gross who exonerates Jewish behaviour balsor esorting

claim® but provides no evidenéethat fAi n many instances ¢é the welcomin
on explicit instructions, and people were falcet o at t end o ; el sewher e, he claim
Afwere erected most often out of fear. o He assures us
Red Army and fionly a smal/l fraction ofonshé Theal p

conspicuously large crowds off Jewgefimiltliiersg os uicrh tatse
Biagystok can be explained simply by the fact that
because of the influx of refugees from the German zone, which created a severe housing ‘hortage.

However, thee rather fanciful claims find little support in Jewish testimonies or in Soviet population

statistics nor do they explain theffusivereception given to the Red Army by Jews in small towns where

refugees were rather scaré@Moreover, such obfuscationshave been rejected by other historians of

180 1hig., 233.

181 pid., 233.
162Gross,Upiornadekada66|'67; Gr os s, AA Tangl ed Web: Confronting Sterec
Pol es, Germans, Jews, ThaRiliticsd Rembutionin Euwope3©4.i n De § k,

Baccor di ng to Soviet statistics, there were 39,000 refugee
number of refugees increased to 54,000 in May of that year, with Jews likely accounting for althirdisv Since the

city counted some 100,000 Jews in 1931, the Jewish population grew only by about 20 to 30 percent. See Hryciuk,

Polacy we Lwowie 1939944,88. There is more validity to the claim that, in those towns that fell immediately to the

Germanarmy, it was out of fear (and possibly to ingratiate themselves) that Jews built triumphal arches and dispatched

delegations to greet the German invaders. For example, in Radom, a Jewish delegation headed by a rabbi and other
community leaders marched dowvhe flowers t r e wn Mi ko gaj Rej Street on September ¢
ar my. See J-zef GyUOwa, i PGareta Palsk@Marsaw)a Felpruaty €0n1994i Ae bwisha § e m, 0
del egation |l ed by a rabbi gneare®sthe wGdMamaws echkhaZaSebkby THEm
izZst Npi eni e s zat anRzeczpasyolitfarzaw), May 812, 2904 sForathes examples see: Tadeusz

Bednarczyk,t yci e codzienne warszawskiego g éM3 iadalej) \Warsanvz a ws ki e ge
Ojczyzna, 1995) , 242 (Jews built triumphal arches in G-dT¥,
headed by rabbis dressed in ceremonial robes, greeted the Germans bearing trays with bread and salt); Eugeniusz
BuczyS$hEuthyiwzesi e WKpatnwenWgdawnictwo Literackie, 1985) ,

Jews together erected a triumphal arch for the Germans in
Brecher,Schi ndl er 6 s L e g a e list Sufivivouss@ewSrork: iPénguin, 189%), 56 ews greeted the
Ger mans i n Kr ak - Rom; Auséhaile ¢o ItBaed: Whee rTtansnational Journey of Jake Geldwert
(Bethesda, Maryl and: CDL Press, 2002), ki, | (ahadvdss girod eotceads stt h
315 n. 167 (Jews greeted the Germans in Jan-w Lubelski). Th

probablyi n Mi ndzyr zec Podl aski on October 10, 1939, after the
GereszMi ndzyr zec Podl aski(:Bilazgiae jRo dniaassktaa ain do kMilnidczyr zec Podl
ACi vitas Chri st imaatiantofthede® @By can aBdb@ founcio aréport of a leftist Italian diplomat

who was stationed in Poland: Aiin the first days of the <co
armies into Polish citi ®ealeRapdrty Paskaileds1946(fP ajroiys.: 0 |Seset i BEuwge nLiiot
1968), 204. I'n OSwi nci m, on September 1, 1939, two Jews

parachuted from a crashing plane, without informing the Polish authorities of his presence. When the Germans arrived

on Setember &, the Jews led them to the wounded man who, it turned out, was an important Nazi officer. See Moshe

Wei s s, fiTo ComMmemmoirwadres atrhye o5f0 t he L iTHedewsh Pres@®rooklyny m Ausch wi f
January 27, 1 9 9 5 sentdtleimstory k a @fferertt lighk. de stapes teat the German officer was a pilot

whose planehad e en shot down while bombing OSwiifci m. Fear f ul of p
father, the leader of the Jewish community, decided not to hand the officer over to the Polish authorities, who, in any
event, had ceased to function in thab wn . Leon Sch°nker hid the officer at hi

caretaker, a Christian of German origin. Later, the grateful German officer alleviated conditions for Jews in the town, at
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Jewish origin who have acknowledged that the reality was much more complex. Mark Maztngr,
Ben-Cion Pinchuk writes:fi ma n ywinlg éefvd, especially the younger ones, greeted the Red Army with
ent husithey mwelconged the promise of civic equality. That Soviet rule spelled doom for the
traditicipmal institutions ofshtetllife (not to mention other political parties) bothered their elders but not
t hetm. o

A common occurrence was creating an ersatz Sdaigthly cutting off the white upper portion of Polish
flags. Such detail gave more colour to the accompanyingspuiet chanting. Before it can be seriously
suggested that all this was merely a display of gratitude for saving Jews from an unknowrhtateats
of the Germans and did not cast legitimate aspersions on the loyalty or neutrality of the large masses of
jubilant participants, one has to consider how Jews in Western Poland viewBldziroutbursts on the
part of the ethnic German populatidmete. A young Germaspeaking Jewish woman from the heavily
German city of Bielsko, in Polish Silesia, recorded her sense of shock and indignation at her German
nei ghboursd behaviour in the early days of September

| looked out again. A swastika wéiging from the house across the street. My God! They seemed prepared.
All but us, they knew.
A big truck filled with German soldiers was parked across the street. Our neighbors were serving them
wine and cakes, and scredHei hgHasl|l ¢hlbugbangdriunkewihé Fgl
for our liberation!o
I couldndt wunderstand it. I didndét seem to be able to
people doing? The same people | had known all my life. They have betragred €
I looked out the window and there was Trude, a girl | had known since childhood. She and her grandmother
lived rentfree in a tweroom apartment in our basement in return for laundry service. Now | saw her carrying
flowers from our garden, whit®ses of which she had been so proud because they bloomed out of season.

She handed them to a soldier, breaking her tongue wit
reached for the flowers, but s ome bhing gryingfrdleasmgal hi m s o me
my emotions and anxieties in that outburst. &

Early in the afternoon the drunken, jubilant mob was
AnHei l Hitl ero. é | real i zed dwhlome, at¢he nvezcy ef thasewhei der s, S
until then had been our friends. Although | was only fifteen | had a strong feeling, more instinct than reason,

that our | ives were no | onger our own, but |l ay in the
The next morning, Ilwasn t he ki tchen with Mama when Mrs. R°sche,
another woman and asked for our Polish flag.

AfiThe flag?0 Mama asked. fAWhat for?o

iTo make a German one, of course. | wttagircle aueofthey s i mpl e .
white, and you put a black swastika on it.o &

Those two neighbors spent alll morning sewing a Nazi f

other woman struggled to fasten the flag through the little hole on the ramfullcd n 6t bri ng mysel f t

l east for a timeDoSkei Heinay dsnaiSw § 408k eord,eiR 4 Ka At d ew2 0 @5 Rzed 2 -
was easily duped into believing that the German invaders w
recall to this day how one of our neighbors, Bielfeld, came to our home and telithusxcitement how good the

Germans are, in that they distribute sugar and other such products, which we had not been able to obtain for some time.

He explained how they honored him with a meal fit for a &mg return for some small matter, such asdheng of
information about the address of the Jewish communal organ
Munzber g, AiDuring t he R¥eszoiv  Cdbnenonityp aMeinasial , Book)niemet:
<http://www/jewishgen.orglyizkor/rzeszow/rzesv.html>, translation of M. YaiWold, Kehilat Raysha: Sefer zikaron

(Tel Aviv: Former Residents of Rzeszow in Israel and the USA, 1967), 322ff. The motivation behind some of these

actions is baffling because German designs, albeit not yetldwh Hdocaust, were plainly apparent from the outset

andpuble mi streatment and humiliation of Jews was widespread.
pogrom on September"8setting fire to the synagogue and Jewish houses. A large group of Jews who fled was
sheltered by Rev. Meegzypsgdw DawddhzkiCadhoit hc church. See
Zwolakowa,P o | acy tig9dx iWat 32aw: Ksi NUOka i Wiedza, 1971), 321. Was
Part of the answer may | ie i n t hfethegdewigshucbnamunitsamdexpressecht s s har e
best in the wartime diary of Chaim Kaplan, a rabbi, educator and author from Warsaw, cited later in the text.

%4 Mark MazowerHi t | er 6s E mp i r e : Euldpe(MewtYbrle PeXguin,i2G08),R89l e d
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out of the window for days, but when | did, there was the bleddsymbol of the tragedy that had engulfed
us®

According to German reports, Jews also attacked German civilians who were taken hostage by the Polish
army orauthorities during the early stages of the German invasion. On the march through Kutno, a group
of ethnic Germans were set upon by

a crazed mob (mostly Jews) and badly beaten. éthey set
on carts at thack of each column with clubs and iron bi&Ps.

Even in the Eastern Borderlands, Jews looked with trepidation as the German minority began to show it
true colours even before the arrival of either the Germans or Soviets, as described by a Jewislofresiden
Wgodzi mi eriaVolMmig:y Es ki ,

On the afternoon of September 12, members of the Fifth Column, Polish citizens of German ancestry who

secretly collaborated with the Nazis, donned German uniforms and strolled back and forth down Farna Street.
Irecognied t he Schoen brothers, Bubi and Rudi, friends of
look at me as we passed, and | ran back home. Our close friendship, which had begun in grade school, had

cooled over the years as they spent their summetiigasan Germany. In one of our last conversations,

nearly two years before, Bubi told me | should leave Poland with my family because bad things were going to

happen to Jew¥’

Outbursts of presoviet solidarity were not restricted to the Eastern Bdamds. The Germans and
Soviets had originally agreed to a partition line running significantly to the west of the Bug River and, for a
brief period, the Soviets occupied a large portion of central Poland, namely Lublin province (in addition to
t he Gregiotl om which they did not withdraw). There too, asSiedice the Jewish population
erected triumphal arches and greeted the Soviet invaders enthusiastically with red armbands art&ribbons.
The Soviets fiposted armedthéeivi |l aBams $spomgtuiang meder nb
and the prewar fAdiehar®™ Communists rose in status. 0
In some towns near the Soviet border, Poles and even Polish officials were initially among the throngs
greeting the Soviet army. Indeed, Polish soldiers wéen given orders by their commanders not to fire at
the Soviet army. Duped by Soviet propaganda, these Poles were under the mistaken impression that the
Soviets had come to help them fight the Germans, and not to subjugate their t8rteySoviet taks

185 Gerda Weismann Klein All But My Life,Second revised and expanded edition (New York: Hill and Wang, 1995),

8i 10.

166 Michael Burleigh,Germany Turns Eastwards: A Study of Ostforschung in the Third R&gchbridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1988), 1834.

187 Jansz Bardach and Kathleen Gleesdan Is Wolf to Man: Surviving the Holocay8&erkeley and Los Angeles:
University of California Press, 1998),11%b5.

¥pawe § Sz anpijrna, Uepidhmeoka: KPolska prasa konspiracyjna 194844 o powstaniu w getcie

Warszawy(London: Aneks, 1992), 117; Mariusz Bechiag wo | ucj a, mit, bandytyzZm: Komuni S
1944( War s aw: Rachocki , and Bi aga dchdetriangpkem SiedReHore thésigh st a, 2000
AfWel come | i ber aotfortshef rSonvitehtes 0L aanndd bui |t near the statue of
169GiteIDonath,My Bones Dondét Rest in Auschwit z: (MAntrdaloKagldny Battl e

Publishing, 1999), Ti21.3.

170Aspointedoutby.]anTomaszGrossethc0nfusion was orchestrated by the Sov

leaflets explaining that the Soviet army was assisting Poland against Germany, a statement repeated by many Soviet

soldiers in conversations with the local population while they mardtredghta ml et s and villages. 0 See
Grossand Gros$Y¥ar Through Céhi( sddome 6esx Emrlses are cited by the auth
ithe streets é were overrun with crowds. é theaspeople stol
People began to applaud and throw flowers to the soldiers. Standing in the crowsssadmiks[osadnik$

(6col onistsd), including demobilized officers who had ¢ ome

Polish buffer zone. Thehad al ways regarded the Russians as O0those damn
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that rolled intoK 0 p y ¢ Zfor €kangle, were adorned with Polish flags and slogans of Soviet help in the
fight against the common Nazi ene{yThe Poles were soon disabused of their shwed illusions. As

the confusion gave way to the certainty that Soviets did noecas defenders of Poland, dejected, they
abandoned the cheering throngs. Many Jews, Belorussians and Ukrainians, on the other hand, openly
welcomed the prospect of Soviet rule instead of Polish rule.

Why did the Jews in particular greet the invadingi8barmy en masse? Jewish apologists offer the
following explanation, as ifll Jews shared the exact same motivation: the Jews simply preferred the
Soviets to the murderous Germans, who were intent on annihilating khertal fear of the Nazis is a
comnon retroactive exculpation for the 1939 Jew&bviet collaboration. Interestingly, diaaguthorJosef
Zelkowicz not only adds his voice to other Jews who stated that there was no great Jewish fear of the Nazis
at the time, but also adds to other testiresrsignifying the fact that even the news of Nazi-Sstinitic
acts in prewar Germany was not believed. He quipkerefore,evenin our times, we shrugged off and
expressed doubt when various newspapers told us what was being done to Jews in Betffier aniiies.

Each of us chuckled skepticall§So, our writers are amply endowed with the spice of imaginatrOf

course, no one knew about the Holocaust in 1939 and few Jews in Eastern Poland had witnessed the
Germans in actionAs these accounts shothe motivationof the Jevish populationvaried: some did

indeed fear the Germans, while others were happy to see the demise of the Polish state; some were pro
Soviet, while others were prepared to curry favour with the new rulers. In September 19R@|ydtat

Jews displayed any misgivings about the new state of affairs. Their attitude was thus markedly different
from that of the Poles who regarded the invasicarasymitigated tragedy.

The reality of collaboration ran much deeper than warmly igigéhe invading Soviet forces, however,
and its consequences had a devastating impact on the Polish population and eleRudishelations. As
we shall see, Jewish collaboration with the Soviet invaders was responsible, directly or indirectly, for the
loss of many thousands of Polish lives.

fl owers to the marching col umns. Someone ¢ heSchwald : 06They ¢
[ Ger man] . 0 See Sdders rom the IGett(Baw Bikgb:,A.S. Barnes & Company, 1980), 14. In
Pl eban- wka, near Trembowla, the | eery Polish inhabitants e

afraid, webre coming to help Poland, soz t han Xev@gleit her we
noce pod (TWreonb@aw:N St owarzyszenie UpamiAtnienia iOfiar Zbro
31. In Zdogbun- w, even t he v o istarasth(eountyisupervisor) regportedlyicame i a | govel
out to greethe Soviet army the morning of Septembel”, 18elieving they were coming to fight the Germans. See
tarB@resja Zwi Nzku Radzi eckile2glo. nFao rP ool tshkefir 1e7x awmpzl eeSsn,i as ele9 3J%
AThe Jewi sh CommAnneixteyd iTne rtrhiet 03 dwiseton the Eve of the Hol oce
Dobroszycki,The Holocaust in the Soviet Unioh,6 7 n . 3 ; Grossbs essay, AA Tangl ed We
Concerning Relations between PoilnesDE8dlticsahRetributibre ws , and Cc
Europe,122; Hania and Gaither Warfiel@all Us to Witness: A Polish Chronic{dlew York and Chicago: ZifDavis

Publishing Company, 1945), 51.

Myer z y Jul i aNa Sze wk a(MsEork: yHe&druk, 1995), 20. In response, a city official reportedly

spoke from the town hall bal cony: fGentl| emen, Pol es, sol di
going to heddprmycmmanderk énibracedthe Polish officers whom they soon turned on. See Gross,
AA Tangl ed Web: Confronting Stereotypes Concerning Relatio

D e 8Tihe Politics of Retribution in Europ&22.

172 j0sefzelkowicz, In Those Terrible Days: Writings from the Lodz Ghéfierusalem: Yad Vashem, 2002), 355.
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CHAPTER THREE

fiDid Jews under the Soviet occupation actually
kill or murder any Polish soldiers or civilians?
I know of no single documented case of any
Jews executing Poles under Soviet Qi€
Robert S. Wistric

Fifth Columnists and Armed Rebellions

While throngs of Jews came out to greet the Soviet invaders in the towns and villages of Eastern Poland,
the country continued to fight for its very existence. The most reprehensible actions were the armed
rebdlions, such as the weknown ones in Grodno and Skidel, staged by local fifth columnists in
anticipation of the Soviet takeover. They surely rank among the most despicable chapters of wartime
collaboration. Recent research has identified many more o&gadish citizens of Jewish origin taking up
arms against Polish soldiers, police and officials in the northeastern Bordérlahd$ them in localities
where no German forces had yet set foot: Jeziory, Ostryna, Wiercieliszki, Wielka Brzostowica, Dubno,
Wogpa, I ndurGa,n @%d pval, k iWoigek,owy sk, ZdzifAciog, Dereczyn,
Antopol, Drohiczyn Poleski, HorodeandG u n'* As.the evidence shows, these rebellions were directed
against Polish rule and had little, if anythingdim with antiNazi sentiments. In all likelihood, they would
have taken place even if the Soviet Union had invaded Poland alone, and not in concert with Nazi
Germany.

There are also numerous recorded cases of Jewish saboteurs shooting at or amblisthingopé 6
the only army which was fighting the Nazis at the time. Jews also acted as guides for the Soviets and
spontaneously pointed out the location of remnants of the Polish army. Having armed themselves and
formed seHst y | ed mi | i t dsaand rewnlationkre comrittees unantany localities, Jews also
played a significant role in the apprehension, reupdmistreatment and even murder of Polish officers,
soldiers, police and officials®

In Grodno, which had formed a poorly organized lbdafence after the departure of the Polish army, the
atmosphere had already become charged on Septenfhewli&n sporadic shooting erupted in that city.
Armed Jews held | andesti ne meetings in various places in tow
son, a Polish soldier, being ambushed and shot dead by a young Jew who emerged from such a meeting in a

WRobert S. Wistrich, Anfisénétism)Woddwied 20@1/él fAfiva The Stéphen Roth
Institute, Tel Aviv University, 2003).

174

Theseare detailed in Marek Wierzbickh o | acy i Bi agorusini w z-abafgpeuskiveeoki m
ziemi achwpelodrcinoh 11 Rzeczypos p dlol\Wajsawp\uoldmen,Rad@.acj N s owi ec |
175 See, for example, the following sourcdsar os Jaw WOgkadgo wWs kie Es ki Zwi Nzku Wal ki
Krajowej w latach 19301945 ( War s a w: Adiutor, 1996) , 12 (Wil no); Rysza
wspomni eni ach: Bo@rdiedryshk iWo jreewl- alzjke ed@g o nb.@/MU98RN:RBMwlangy w Bi agy
the LidaGr odno hi ghway) ; CzesJawr KesiGe Eell8B9 ed.(\Wasavdacl mw. r el
Neriton, 1999), 90 (in the Lid&r odno <corri dor) , 1 \Wdjna pomkesowieakn 19393998, wg o ws kK i
1997),vol. 1,985 (Pol esi a) , 199 (Wodghkiodoni eRobe bsaUa(abinwkidr odze ¢
Ardabl j u, 1997), 11 (Sarny¥gosd 2 doadm)gNoveinberizk 199K Genard e ws ki, | e

Franciszek KI eeber gap s isahe eommaénrpradtide i watime, saddteura and fifth columnists
apprehended with arms in hand, regardless of nationality, were generally executed by the Polish army.

176G(f:jowaScokwii,eci wobec Polak-w na zi emide4h26&c hodni ch |1 Rz e c:
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nearby homé’’ Young Jews sitting on the roof of a house shot ajtéd Franciszek Zalewski, who was
leading a police unit to digntitankdefence trenched®
Preparations were also underway in the countryside,
the news on the radio that the Russians crossed dligh Bborder, the communists of Grodno and its
surroundings began to confiscate the weapons from the retreated Polish soldiers. The Poles looked at this
behavior with a |l ot of anger and hate. o0 PRolexersely,
fiNo wonder the Jews welcomed thé®Russians as their re
On September 19 the evening before the Soviets entered Grodno, local Communist supporters,
consisting almost entirely of Jews, staged an armed rebellion against Rd#s® One eyewitness

YaAdam Dobro@ski, fiObrona GrodBauwet wspWomphewndakhegdyb&ms |
Bi agy nme.B/é ([@989): 17.

178Testimony of Helena Platt (Franciszek Zal ewisNiywaldiaught e
dzieci do czogg-w,0 TVP, September 17, 20009. Hel ena Pl att
to the hospital.

Alexander Manor (Menschinsky), edppotkin: In Memory of the Jewish Commungtygsted on the Internet at
www.jewishgen.orglyizkor/spotskin/; translation Kbrot ayara ahat: Megilat hashigshug véha-hurban shel kehilat
Sopotkifl Tel Aviv: Sopotkin Society, 1960), Chapter 6: fAUnder
180 Among the many Polish accounts, see, for example, Wierzificki| acy i tydzi W2i6hbaJdnor ze SOWIi €
Si emiGEsckdno wal czNce: V®epcoomnndi eendiat ihoanr c(eBizaagyst ok: Towarzyst
Mi cki ewi cza, Oddzi ag Bi a §vojsatpolskekowieckall9391®95, 1993)19]. 2, SZ75;wg o ws ki
Tomasz StrzembosRz eczpospolita podzi emna: SpogecilodE@Marsav: pol ski e @
Krupski i Ska, 2000), 979 8 . (GraUyna Lipi Ekabs account abou7 Grodno, f
forms part of her memoi) e S1 i ZzappWams aw:ni $pot kani a, 1990] ; however, t h
full n
4

Jacek Bierezin, car e y excised the unfavourable refere

out in Liszewski,Wojna polskesowiecka 1939 y.7 4 , 198; B/ajren walskesowikcka, 19391995, 1997),

vol . 1, 148, and vol . 2, 68, Sovi et propaganda turned 't he
apologist version, which conceals the genesis and true purpose of the refmadlias short on plausibility in other

respects, also portrays the events in Grodno as a Vvicious

and defenceless Jewish population, who were merely laying low, fearful of a German invasiom bhfdhtk is laid on

Polish fAthugs, o who were actually the remnants of the | aw

maintain order in Grodno in the face of communist paramilitary groups springing up to seize power in preparation for

the SQviet entry. The participation of Belorussians, which was minimal and restricted-opnmunist elements, is

al so played up. According to the Jewish version, fAThe Pol e
20, 1939, after the Polishrizes had left Grodno but before the entry of the Russians, to perpetrate scldegpogrom

in the city. However, a few prescient Jews had organized paramilitary units in order to maintain security and order and

prevent vandalism and looting. Thus, ireth r esi dent i al suburb at the cityods entr
Belorussians (cevorkers in a glass factory) banded together to disarm a gang of thugs from the Polish army. Another

gang, which had organized when Grodno workers had freed politcabpner s, deci ded to &éi mpose o
[Sinceall of the prisoners were releasedy t he fwor ker so, including |l ocal Communi
other criminal activities, the remnants of the Polish authorities had to red@dddl. Their leader, a member of the

Polish judiciary named Mikulsky [Mikulski], gathered a lawless rabble around him, including patiGamemembers

of the nationalistic organization OZND[b - z Zj e d n o c z & Camgp of Mational dJoityw, @ grgovernment

party] armed with rifles and pistols. They wandered through the city, stealing, looting, brutalizing, and killing the

defenseless population [i.e., members of armed communist groups]. Their pogrom claimedivednatslities. The

arrival of the Red Army on Sépmber 22, 1939, put an end [sic] to the anarchy, uncertainty, and lawless violence. The

terrified Jews greeted the Russian forces joyfully, Viewi |
went so far as to c | amymtoGrddnd had been detayet byyevem dne dayhneore et ad Jed r

woul d have been | eft alive. € the Soviet regime seemed to
was then known about the Nazi s 6 ordihgrtootheil331 cersus, JGWBIEABY many and
ofthemdconstituted 42.6 percent of LoshIewish WorldB8589. AoweaHall popul ati o
see, bent on revenge, the Jews wasted no tgdiffieultion rounding
reconcile with this story of a fipogromd is the fact that s

other ways. For example, Chaim Margolis, the teenaged son of the director of the State Tobacco Plant, perished
heroicallyin the struggle against the Soviets and a Jewish doctor cared attentively for wounded Polish soldiers. See
Liszewski, Wojna polskesowiecka 1939 r2022 0 3 ; S z aWoapoelskesowjecka 19391995, 1997), vol. 1,

122 23, and vol. 2, 72.
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described the activities of the cityds fifth col umn
Street. We observe that on the balconies J%ws with r
Another eyewitness ed that the Jews had mounted a light machine gun on the roof of a house on
Domi ni kaGGska Street and t h¥&imilareportd cage fem Ordeszkowd ut of w
Street!® Naturally, the Polish civil authorities, police areinants of thenilitary had torespond to this
unfoldingrebellion.

When the Soviet tanks rolled into Grodno early on Septemb®rtB8y brought with them as guides
Jewish Communists from that town, among them Lew Aleksandrowicz, Margolis, Lifszyc, and Abraszkin,
who hadfled to the Soviet Union before the wéf.Local Jews flocked to the ranks of the Soviet militia
and NKVD and, along with many Jewish civilian supporters, took part in the fighting that again ensued.
Grenades and machine gfire from Jewish homes wereaénd at sol di ers who were fi gl
freedom'®® Polish children, among them 4@arol d Tadeusz Jasi EBski, were tied
tanks who used them as live targéfs.

Jews also took part in the subsequent reumaf Polish soldiers, glicemen, activistsand even high
school students and scouts, who had rallied to the defence of thélysterical band®f roving Jews
preyed on fleeing Poles. Jews fingered Poles to Soviet soldiers, apprehended them and even attacked them
physically’®” There were scores of executions throughout Grodno; the bodies of Polish victims, often
disfigured, littered the streetf®Some 130 Polish students and officers ¢
(Dog Mountain) and in Sekret forest. Rampages were the ofdee day as brutal repressions ensued.

After the Polish defence had broken down Soviet troops took over all of the important points in the town such
as the administration buildings, police stations and jails, etc. Fully armed execution squads descémeled
town. In the first days after the town was occupied those who were arrested were not sent to places of
detention, jails or prisoner of war camps, but were shot on the spot.

One of these Soviet detachments, led to our home by a Jewishatitart wearing a red arm band,
arrested my father. My father, Jan Kurczyk, was &yd&old school teacher. After being taken out of the

181 Account of Halina Araszkiewicz (Rozmarynowska) in Liszewsklojna polskesowiecka 1939 r.,206;

S z a w § oMejsakpblskesowiecka 19391995, 1997), vol. 2, 191.

®aAccount of Narec y z G oWdjna polskessvikiecka 19891995, H097§ wlvz 80i ,

183 Account of Tadeusz Borkowskiin Grzelaky z esi e 1939 na 1%resach w rel a cjach,

184 Liszewski, Wojna polskesowiecka 1939 r.6 3 ; S z a Wgjrma wpaslskesowiecka(1995, 1997), vol. 1, 110;
Siemi@a&aidno walrzNae, Biewms EskBma,s Wegewolil: Wspomnieni a
Stani sgaw®My Bl 8ISt ok: Muzeum Woj ska, 1992), 9. Another a
recognized as a Jew, who had fled to the Soviet Union years earlier, shooting at civilians from a Souistetan

though this Jew had just killed three civilians, once himself wounded, the life of this Soviet soldier was spared by the

Poles. See the account o fWrMieescizey® §ladwd 9Wongao I8dFrkeos ai cnh Gu zreel |l aake,| a

B Account of iy Bjgmprg i Gwelalddr zesi e E 1939 na Ki7,eascauathof w r el acj

Stanisgaw G-ra in ibid., 195.
186Testimony of Helena Platt (Franciszek Zalewskidés daughte
dzieci do czodg 1%w2009. Hera PlattSietqul hez fathee was treated by a Jewish doctor when taken

to hospital, so her account cannot be regarded as biased.

187 iszewski, Wojna polskesowiecka 1939 r2 0 3 ; S z aWofjia polskksowjecka 19391995, 1997), vol. 2,
73; Ryszard SzawgowsKkEincy KilGo mpelchiog 0 fi @adang yRolskie RViydavwmiztwo
Encyklopedyczne, 2002), vol. 7, 142; Strzemb&zeczpospolita podziemragi 97.

B Andrzej Guryn, fAZbrodnie sowi ec kGaeeta@monte)cOctobard?®® Sci cywi | r

1992. (Gurynds article is based on materi al deposited 1in
Tomasz Strzembosz, i ReTwaglowmji & rBaaispwg |adr &) GOSHK Marifs2 Bilipowicz

andEdya Sawi cka, fiZbrodni e s owi eBiuketyreHistord Pogranicag @Bci aacghy sGrookd n a nl1o9 3 ¢
(2005): 11 27.
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home he was shot dead. é My father had not taken part
someone had fingerddm because he was a Pole and educated in order to murder him without a trial in the
Nazi fashion®

A cruel fate awaited Polish soldiers and hundreds of residents of Grodno who were taken prisoner after being
fingered by Jewish and Belorussian fightimgiads. The men were cruelly disfigured: their noses, limbs, and

ears were cut off, their eyes were gouged out. Groups of fifteen were then tied together by barbed wire. They
were fastened to tanks and dragged for several hundred metres over stony readsdi€h were then

thrown into roadside ditches and bomb craters. The moans and cries of the murdered could be heard over a
distance of a few kilometres. The grimness of the situation was intensified by the fires. Polish homes were set
ablaze after beingawaged by Jewish youths wearing red bandannas and'#bws.

What most sticks in my mind were the terrifying scenes which took place at that time on the streets and
outskirts of Grodno. For exampl e, at the vehmle ner of Or
carrying two [Polish] officers and a driver came to a momentary stop, a group of armed Jews ran out of some

nearby houses, pulled out the soldiers and assaulted them. They then hacked their bodies up with axes and

piled them up on the rodd

Once the townspeople were subdued, Jews from Grodno forayed into the countryside as scouts to identify
villagers who had taken part in defending the city during the Soviet onslaught. They appeared as militiamen
and members of the NKVD and accosted youngsRainen they encountered with threats of reprisals:
iYou went t®andi ¢ 61| fgi vehgou ¥ awrk®@Panldatsdcontext,ou mot her
alludes to the prartition Poland of the landed gentry; it was used pejoratively by Communisfetdo
the fibourgeoisodo Poles of the interwar year¥.) Polish
Soviet propaganda | abelled this, and other such occ!
pogromists were not only ethnic IBs, but also Polish citizens of other nationalities, including
Byelorussians and JeWw¥. The following year after the Soviet regime was firmly installed, show trials of
ireactionaryo Poles were conducted at tolewelicbatgpest ewi sh wi
against Poles accused of taking part in the fighting. A number of Poles were sentenced and some executed
for opposing the Communist rebellion in GrodiidOn the other hand, the much more numerous excesses
committed against Poles went umished.

¥Account of Miros § a wWdfna potskespwiecka 1938 39%, 10§ %)val.s1k364.

190 Account of Wiktoria Duda, quotkin Nowak,Przemilczane zbrodnid.

191 Account of Wiktoria Duda in ibid., 54.

Account of AGrod Wojrea paskesowiecln 2 3391 §96, WAK),ivql. 2, 66.
3 For an eyewitness report from the Grodno region attesting to atrocities cethatinst Polish soldiers by local

coll aborator s, see GQguski, AObr ona Bsirwldetay nweWow sepwo- ntnzi kei nei gaoc |
Kul tury w m.i3d{98a)s28.0 k u,

194 Two of the Jews fighting on the side of the Poles were Chaimgdlla and Oszer Szereszewski. See Ryszard
Szawgowski , EfiGybdopedi & nvolB7, BEf40.cAhothérl(Bomobd Kierszenbejm), mentioned
in the following footnote, was put on trial by the Soviets.

¥Aaccordin g t o o0 neunell@4dithe thirteere Gradnot ppgromistanfsiafhong them Polish army

officers, policemen, and members of amvolutionary organizato@swer e tried in a Soviet court
defendants were sentenced to death; seven received prison terms oé sixgd t year s; and two were r
Spector,Lost Jewish Worlds39. According to Evgenii S. Rozenblat, four of the accused were sentenced to death by

firing squad, three to 10 years6 i mpri somprsonment. Sehr ee t o 8
Evegenii S. Rozenblat, fAd6CoémhacCagenefdWekatkinnQole,Brelt Bnus, Rel

Struve,Shared HistoryDivided Memory206. These sources conveniently neglect to mention that among those put on

trial was a Byelorussian (Jemielian Gryko), a German, and a Jew (Boruch Kerszenbejm), thus undermining the notion

that this was a fipogr omo. One of the Poles sentenced to d

spared and later acquitted. Virtyalll the witnesses called at the trials were Jews. See also Tomasz Strzembosz, ed.,

Okupacja sowiecka (198294 1) w Swietle tajnych dokument-Wschodn@bywatele p
Il Rzeczypospolitej pod im&kl{WaacsjaNv:s dwmisa yk Nitw Sltautddclw PD3I 9 t y ¢
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A similar scene was witnessed $kidel, a small town near Grodno. On Septembe¥, 1¥ewish and
(some) Belorussian Communists, strengthened by local Jews and (a few) Belorussians, set up a
revolutionary committee which seized power in the tommested members of the Polish administration,
and took the Polish garrison. They captured a large group of Polish officers from the Regional
Reinforcement Command in Biagystok, whom they subjec
one of theofficers. Understandably, this state of affairs prompted Polish retaliation the following day and
some of the Communist rebels were kilféd.

A revolutionary committee composed of Jews and Belorussians seized control of the Bwnrofasa
well asa stategic bridge on the Niemen, which they held until the arrival of the Red Army on September
21% thus blocking the road to Grodf.In Wo § k o,vary arrked group of diversionaries, for the most

144 n.7; Wierzbicki,Pol acy i tydzi w6 &Zabdane Jeowiyechkiln,ws ki, iOkupa
Bi agostock®94in) (1BB9ba char akt@kupsckatsowiedka ziem potskict (188948)] o wi e c ,
202; Mariusz Filipowicz and Edyta Sawi ckaBjuletyhHistorio dni e sowi
Pogranicza( Bi agy st ok ) ,i2In®n.the 6the( hand,Bélgrussiad Beasants charged with murdering a former

village administratoe nd pol i ce chief in Magoryta on September 26, 193

the murder fout of a desire for class revengeo directed
AfoCont act Zones 6 Dihe Cast eafet Wens tc e rRRatk@n¢ Colenand Stivehared

History, Divided Memory2 0 6 . Even Rozenbl at, who views the events in G
admits that the outcome was a travesty:

The population of Western Belarus, which clgdellowed the outcome of judicial proceedings concerning
cases of murder stemming from September 1939, received an unambiguous signal from the authorities that a
norm of dual standards had been introduced. Assuming from a legal point of view that dee ofulews

and Poles is equally criminal, the court ruling in thi
nonsense. Soviet | egal proceedings failed to see a cri
acquitted the murderersubsentenced to death by firing squad those who participated in pogroms against
Jews.
As Rozenbl at points out, there were ficl ear contradictions
one hand, the Soviet authorities proclaimed clagsrational equality of rights, and on the other hand portrayed the
enemy of the (Soviet) people as having Polish features. o |

196 Liszewski, Wojna polskesowiecka 1939 r.6 O ; S z a W@jrm wpalskesowiecka 19391995, 1997), vol. 1,

107, 12931, 3686 9 ; Strzembosz, fi Re wollyugcojdan i tha S.0% @988 midovdk ( 2 ) , o
Przemilczane zbrodni@2i2 3; account of JanuWrzz ekso redEKnek@dBe@relacjact21&r z e | a k ,
account of Alfred Olszyn&Vi | c zy Es Kk i in i bid., 382; Evgenii Rozenbl at ,
otnoshenii v zapadnykh oblastiakh Belarusi, 1939 4 1 Bgiga. §,00r us ki e Zd Bz atjy sHiokt o By @lme u ¢
Towarzystwo Historyczne), no. 13 (2000): 93; Strzembd’®zeczpospolita podziemn@8. The rebellion in Skidel

resulted in two Polish expeditions: the first (on September 18), by Polish police dispatched from Grodno, to free the

captured Polish officers and wifals; the second (on September 20), by a military squadron, to quell a renewed

rebellion. After an ultimatum was rejected by the fifth columnists, Skidel was attacked and many of the armed

coll aborators perished. Thal3cwi atps icsriegt e EHBkliddgednd whlkeo eta
Apogromd in which innocent Jews were slaughtered. After
apprehended and executed six Polish officers. Numerous Jews and a few Belorussians cathtoftestily in show

trials brought against local Poles, Tartars and even a Russian loyal to the Polish State. Some of the charges levelled

against the fifteen accused Polish citizens included fighting in the Fedigiet War of 19181920, membership in

Polish patriotic organizations, and concealing a Polish flag. It is believed that some of these Poles were executed the

following year. See Strzembos2kupacja sowiecka (1982 94 1) w Swi et | e 18Ti#¢.nych dokument - w

197Wierzbicki, Pol acy i Babargesowieckin/31; WierzbickiPo |l acy i tydzi W8. zaborze s
Wi erzbickidéds information is confirmed in Soviet sources cCi
Marcus put a nationalist spin on these events. She claim$ that isever al tndudimgsGrodno dnd c i t i es ,

Skidel, Poles conducted pogroms against the Jews. In ljuitha nWoka Ja group of 3040 Jewish youths organized

to defend the Jewish population. These youths picked up weapons that were left behirehtiggéolish policemen

and soldiers and put red ribbons on their arms, implying that they were part of a military organipatiod o we v e r she
adds$o fihis day, certain Poles perversely subsegarebe to the
evidence that the Jews wer e,sthreaiatcokrnso wsd eRiglean d.htat Atfi Mlameg g
Russian forces joyfully since they hoped that the Soviet rule would put an end to the economic repression and anti

Semitism of the Polls nationalist government instigated over the previous decades. Aron Welbel, a former Lunna

resident, saysisSome Jews saw the Russians as the Messiah riding on a red @meselderly preSoviet Christian
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partJews, attacked a Polish army barracks, burned partdofiih, and looted its contenaptured rifles

were distributed among local p@ommunist elementsvho formed a militisand took control of the city

Understandably, Polish forces retaliatétiTypically, the editor of theWo § k o wy s k me(29d9 i al book
does not refer to the assault on the Polish army barracks at all and alleges that local Poles staged an
unpr ov ok e dagaingttolger ofmdonar medo Jews with the assistance
common cause with the pogIoanctheimensoriatbook(1946), Elijagu s ever al
Kovensky states:

| was a member of the fire fightgrand on the last day of the Polish regime, we, the fire fighters, with

[Melekh] Khantov as our head, received control of the city; the Polish Army did sptstreating. The last

to leave were a cavalry detachment, who burst into city at night, witlrssdrawn, and for the entire night
firetreatedd from the city, anff’d st plunder and abuse, k-

resident of Lunna, who is Belorussian, stated sloae Lunna Jews gathered in the town square and chant&d\oed

slogans, such a8 enin hurrah, Stalin hurrab!6 Even though the Soviets destroyed J
down all Jewish institutions, Ramt 1839 td 494 L, despitenthieirestecgons, A Dur i ng
Jewish |ife was able to continue, more ofr | es s, in tolerab
interwar Pol and: ithe Jews of Pol and HReir religipndreety,eatlendt hat t hey
Jewi sh school s, and form and join social organi zations if

goes on to accuse the Polish government of depriving Jews of many of their civil rights, subjecting Jewdeto a w

variety of discriminatory measures such as an economic boycott on Jewish businesses, and encouraging acts of hostility

and violence against JewsJewiisnhc|ruidatnsg a rhde-Wilendoring themedn t S eoef falr
Second World Warrad the Holocaust: Events during the Outbreak of the Second World War; Life under Soviet Rule

(September 1939 u n e 1 9 4 1 htép:/Mwnvisteetlimkejewishgen.org/Lunnalindex.hsml

198 \wierzbicki,P o | acy i Biagor us il48jWiembikiPmd mzcey sSowiyelcki 8. zaborze sow

¥The Wogkowysk memori al b ooe&kn sfircoamt 1a9l 41 9%e grad ki-8emitestdhea t n dint h e F
Wol kovi sk [Wogkowysk] drbognthedapotbmmiartyedi meadé&y [ Tymi Es
Jews destined for slaughter. The property of the Jews was to be confiscated. -Besmétes merely bided their time
when their work could be carried ouThewiRdAIl iisthpuarnmy . andul c
withdrew altogether leaving the town defenceless and in a state of anarchy. This gave the orgaiSeeditasttheir
longsought opportunity. The pogrom upon the uandemmihd Jews becg

the fantastic claim that ilong before the outbreak of the
Jews, sending innocent Jews to jail and concentration camp
goesontosst ate that, Afunder the tall post man Sotchkevoi, o the

military forces to leave Wolkovisk was a troop of cavalry who made common cause with the pogromchiks. They

invaded the Jewish section, robbing housescamimitting many acts of violence the news of the approach of Soviet

forces put a s ud drbatsouece also describestte repeagg that the local Jews later wreaked under

the watchful eye of t he Sov iMenhker then colabttreborsowed & Bum rfrémythet h at mor I
Russians and sought out the pogromchi k apothecary Timinski
at the point of his gun marched him to Soviet headquarters and delivered him over to the comnraid. Was

executed the following day. The letter carrier Satchevski fled to the city of Lida, was later recogniZbdsya

Kaplan on the streets and reported to the commander in that city. Satchevski was immediately arrested, tried, found

guilty and inpr i soned. I n such manner did the Russians restore
Wol kovi sk, 0o in Mollowasker Yeskebuklio (Walkovisked Yizkor Bookypl. 2 (New York: n.p.,
1949), 94446, English translation posted on the ntd:

<http://www.jewish.gen.org/yizkor/vol kovysk/ Vol kovysk. ht ml
Worl d War o and fAThe Outbreak of t heWolowviskeninkoBBak(Neve h War o i n
York, 1949), 328, 329, Part | dhe Volkovysk Memorial Bogqivlahwah, New Jersey: Jacob Solomon Berger, 2002).

The latter version is accepted without question in Lelire Lesser of Two Evil§2. For a contextual analysis of these

events see WierzbickR ol acy i tydzi W81l SdealsoeosBRevoluwiondronkAbmoad, i 20, for

a superficial account.

iThe Tribulations and Heroic Deeds of 6The Hero of the
Katriel Lashowitz, ed.Destriction of VolkovyskTel-A v i v : The Committee of £migr®s of Vc
Israel, 1988) 47, Part Il ofThe Volkovysk Memorial BodiMahwah, New Jersey: Jacob Solomon Berger, 2002).

Kovenskybés account goes on to watsatbe: afi Thhreacfeo lolf o wihregn rheerfrti.n
Army began to roll into the city. é Menaker the Shoemaker
and rode through the city 1|i ke a 6c o nmwhuaeriflecon histsho@ider, t hat s ame
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A secondhand Jewish account im more recentmemorial book (1988)s somewhat more informatiye
clearly dispelling the contention that the Jews were

| was told that several memberskbia S h o me r  din@nD zhand myrbrother Berel, began to organize a

selfdefense force, in order to aipate the imminent trouble, and when our friend Mandelbaum reached us

by indirec t means (he was from Sokol ka-defeisse forcejvken theyé ) , he al
found out that in the station there was a train car at the unloading dock, falaofloned (?) military

armaments, they did not lose the opportunity to arm themselves. Among those who carried out this step were:

my brother, the son of the smith, Munya Lapidus, and several other young men. Even the workers in the brick

factory, most ofwhom were communists, took weapons from the same pldreedefense group that was

organized did not get involved in any major actions, because the Polish brigade that was stationed in the city,

scattered in the meantime, and the Red Army entered theTtigy turned over theweapons to the new

regime.

€ the Jewish communists that were underground emerged
6close to the regi me. & Ilorder and gadicing, toonmuhnist Ipasty opevaésh mai nt ai r
arrived from Minsk, among them many Jews. The communists were especially active in the police force, and

in setting up the cooperativé%

InB e r d -neek ldda, a Red militia consisting of Jews and Belorussians set upon and murdered a group
of officers and soldiers of the Frontier Defence Corps (Korpus Ochrony Pogidt@2a who were
preparing their defence against the Soviet invatféréocal Communists consisting of Jews and
Belorussians also attempted to disarm the legal civil deferBaranowiczeon September 17 before the
arrival of the Soviet force®d®

INN o wo g r, somieeJews took up arms in support of Soviet invaders and one of the fifth coldmnists
an all eged nvad losthistféintheffighting.e Pol es

At 7 o006 cl| oingk|of Septentbérd?] & louel noise was heard and the first powerful Russian tanks

appeared in Korelicze street. They were met by the Jew
in the streets were in a festive mood. There were Jewish salditre Soviet army who made themselves

known to the | ocal communi ty. At 10 o6clock in the eve
governed by a military administration. é At 1 o0dclock

heard. Eveyone endeavoured to take cover. No one knew what caused the shooting. A rumour spread next
morning that some bullets broke window panes. Some soldiers told us that they were fighting the Poles, who
were shooting from cover. The strong fire was concemtratédowalski Street, where the Catholic Church

was. The resistance was suppressed by the morning. During that night the first Jewish véctthefelber

son of Aba Zamkowy was shot by the Pdf¥s.

InBy t, a §Mhall town south & § o nJewish Communists seized control of the town and organized a
warm reception for the Soviet army. Guns were seized from the Polish police and delivered to the newly
formed Red militia. A Polish officewho passed throimthe area on September™ffeeing bombardment
by German forcesencountered a barricade set up by local Communists who openedéifeusly

went to the notorious anrBemitéd Timinskyd who had organized the pogrom, arrested him, and turned him over to
the Soviet regime. o

201EIiyahu Rutchi k, iThe Russian Occupat i oed,ValkovyskhThe Begi nni ng

Story of a JewistZionist Community{Tel-Aviv, 1988), 11920, Part Ill ofThe Volkovysk Memorial Bodkahwah,
New Jersey: Jacob Solomon Berger, 2002).
202

6.

Kazimierz KrajewskiNa Zi e mi NowogiNowp g &g zilkgh MO wt (Wardaw: Bgx,0l99&)]

203 hid.

204 Eliyahu Berkovitz, A N&raredok  dvemorial T r Bookp Ineraet: 0
<http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/Novogrudok/Novogrudok.html>, translation of E. Yerushalmi et al.,Rilas

NavaredokTd Aviv: Alexander Harkavy Navaredker Relief Committee in the USA and Israel, 1963), 237 ff.

65



woundnghi m. As could be expected, the Polish authoritie
to break up the Soviet collaboratossccording to a Jewish account,

Moshe Witkow of our town received confirming word from a local White Russian, a Communist of the

underground, that the Russians were indeed approaching.
The next day, three members of tlieal Communist underground approached Dodl Abramowicz, a

drygoods storekeeper. They wanted red cloth from his store to make flags. They were forming committees to

greet the Russian army, which was resting on the other side of the Szczara River. Thgedogaln

Communists and a small group of followers started to demonstrate in the streets. Gathering momentum as

they reached the fire department barracks, they improvised a platform and began to elaborate on the historic

moment we were about to witness. Jteaid that they were now free citizems, no longer under the yoke of

Polish feudalists: AWe wild.l bury the Polish Fascism wh
A member of the | ocal Communi st Party asskemed contr ol

from the Polish police and given to the local Communists, who were to guide and watch over the town and

the area around it.

Sunday afternoon, September 17, our townrankrgs startl ed
Polish officer had lefa Polish troograin which wasproceeding to Baranowicze. Trying to escape the

Ger man bombardment, he and his chauffeur passed Byten
a baricade set up by local Communists. The officer was wounded critically, but the chauffeur managed t

make his way to the town of Zyrowice [tyrowice], near

shooting, he described it as an uprising in Byten. The Polish civil government was still functioning in Slonim,

and within a few hours they sent a punites@edition to our town. The Communists, meanwhile, had fled to

the woods €é Thr ee c ha o teiing, wd fingllg saw thd lights,of thetfirstRessiani n t he e
tank. The entire population went out to meet the Russian. On top of the firstdadlas officer who told us

that the Polish Fascist government was demoliéfred.

According to Polish accounts, a number of Pdlasnong them military offcetswer e ki | | ed. Rev. .
Dziemian, the local pastoescapd from the town andnanaged t@voidthe gangs of Belorussian peasants
roaming in the countrysidéle fell into the hands of a rural revolutionary committee and was handed over
to two guardd one a Jewthe other a Belorussidnand t aken by them to Byt e H e
lynchingonthe waylrause of a chance encounter with a Soviet ¢
Rev. Dziemiarwastaken beforehe revolutionary committegvho discussed his fate; some of them wanted
to murder him immediately, as did the rabbkghile others opted to awaithe arrival of the Soviet
authorities. Rev. Dziemian was interned together with some forty local Poles, mostly from the educated
classes, such as state officials, teachers, and reserve officégjarded by Belorussians and Jeifer
midnight, the gards would call out names of prisoners and take them from the premises. Soon after, shots
were heard at a distance. When Rev. Dziemian was taken for interrogation to the revolutionary committee,
the rabble again attempted to lynch him. He was interrodgatetivelve hours and subjected fiterce
beatings by Belorussian and Jewish interrogatdhe arrival of Soviet commissarwho forbade any
further executionsagain saved his lifeRev. Dziemian and the remaining thirteen prisoners were taken to
S § o randmanded over to the NKVDhere he was imprisoned in a room which was tightly packed with
thirty Poles, among them counts, owners of estates, members of Parliament, and state officials. Although
falsely charged of shooting at the rablile wasreleasedhfter an interrogatiowhich exposed the charge to
be baselesn the intervention of a Soviet lieutenant Whguite remarkabl§ happened to be a Pole by
origin.?® Characteristically, Jewish accounts avoid mention of such excesses directed against &Poles, an
consequently, historians who rely exclusively on Jewish accounts presentedsicture of those events.
Armed groups of snipers opened fire on Polish army units on the outskirts of Zelwa and Dereczyn. A
revolutionary committee composed mainly ofvdeand some Belorussians had seized control of the town
of Zelwa on September 18 Polish supply columns were captured and Polish soldiers disarmed. Polish

205Bryna Bar OniThe VaporChicago: Visual Impact, 1976), 223.

206

Tadeusz KrahelDo Swi adczeni zni ewol eni em: Duchowni amchchi di ecez]j
okupacji sowieckiej (1939941)( Bi agy st o k: Pol ski eiOdldwamgy swt vBd aljiysnset mkaiz n e (
1839 4 . Rev. Ziemian believes he was spared because members

been on good terms before thar, intervened with the Jewish communists who were now in charge of the town.
Repeated occurrences like this demonstrate that Jewish communists were not generally estranged from the Jewish
community, contrary to what apologists claim.
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troops stormed the town and arrested some of the armed insurgents, but on the interventi@sovehpri

was fearful of Soviet retaliation, they spared the culprits. After the Polish forces retreated, groups of young
armed Belorussiarend Jewswith red armbands continued to terrorize the Polish population, arrestihg
torturing scores ofvictims d choice: Polish settlers, landownerspliticians, state officials, officers,
policemen and clergymen. Among t¢ise executedby local collaboratorson orders ofthe revolutionary
kangaroo court wer e v . J an K ryga#eddKocal Cathdliiepasio Rev. Dawid Jakubson, the
pastor of the Orthodox parishnda dozerotherPolish captive$®’

According to an account of a Jewish lawyer named Jacovitzky, as recorded by Yitzhak Shalev,
exceptiondly a Jewwasalso targeted, but they escaped the fate of the Poles. The rabbi ofvzatvedso
apparently fAwant ed doutlegeivdd a waaningnd was savedihlikeahe avopriests
and otheiPoles.

On one of the nights when there was government in the town, because the Polish authorities had left the
town and the Red Army had not yet arrived, some people knocked on my door, representing themselves as
officials of the Soviet Regime, and demanded that | [Jacovitzky] open the domm&w entered the house,

both armed, with red armbands on their sleeves. They ordered me to get dressed, and follow after them.
When we left the house, they directed me to go to the municipal building, and they followed me with drawn
revolvers. In the munipal building, they took me to a room where they told me to sit down and keep quiet.

A short while | ater, the AAmericanodo was brought into t
who had come from America and had bought himself a smal piEproperty near Zelva [Zelwa]. Everyone

knew him as the fAAmericano). After him, they brought
(whose names | don6t remember) and finally, they broug

on Razboiaishitza Street.

During all this time, we were under the surveillance of three armed men, who did not permit us to talk
among ourselves. From the behavior of our guards, and from the fragments of sentences | was able to hear, |
gathered that one lmr individual was still to be brought into the room. After an extended wait, two armed

men with red armbands entered the room, and informed t
organized searches in all synagogues, but he was not taube there either. After a short conference, they
decided to send the two original men back to the Rabbi

Up to that moment we had no idea of what awaited us.

The first one was tdéresl tofjek npeandigo ta the exit. Bebind Wim svalkedrtwo of
the guards with drawn revolvers. One was left behind to guard those who were left in the room.

They Il eft the building, went around t he bsitilguct ur e, an
that was about three meters from the window of the room in which we were sitting, and with no delay,
proceeded to shoot him. When he fell dead, they picked him up and threw his body into a wagon hitched to a
hoarse that was tied up near the windéW this took place in the full view of the rest of the detainees who
were sitting in front of the window.

After his they took one of the men who owned property in town, and his fate was the same as the
AfAmericands, 0 and then amde Mieond tmam mehd ocowred pri est 6
to break. | saw him standing against the wall, crossing himself continuously. He was also shot, and his body
thrown into the wagon. | was left for last. | heard the steps of the executioners glesieigto the room. |
also heard the wagon moving from its place. The door was opened swiftly, and the two entered the room, and
ordered me to get up and leave the place as quickly as possible. They warned me, that if | revealed what had
happened duringhe night, my blood would be on my own head. Apparently, after daybreak, when the
residents of the area arose to go to work, they didnodt

Thanks to your Rabbi who was not at home, they lost a lot of &mé,were unable to finish their work
before dawn, and that is how | survived.

€ rumors and stories spread about the night of the mu
Underground reached the Rabbi 6 sthelRabbieand waried the Ralghhr ai m Mo s
about what was about to happen. He advised the Rabbi to flee his house and find a place to hide, until the
threat passed. ¢é

When | [Yitzhak Shalev] reached Israel after the war, my townsfolk told me about what they tdhd hea
from the mouth of th®ebbetzirKosovsky. Therefore, it was Ephraim Moskovsky who came to the house of
the Rabbi that night and told him what was about to happen, and in this manner, the life of the Rabbi was

207 \Wierzbicki,Polacy i Bi agor usi ni86i8%, 14748 1686 F; sMawiiewkd ,Fi | i powi cz, @

Zel wBieyldoet yn 1 nstyt uhoul2 acerhbar@004):N883y KnalehDvoe§ wi adczeni zni ewol en
68.
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saved?®

The arrival of tthewiRehd sPornngy awnads dfiaammec e, 6 according to
great deal of happiness in thovtn 26
Armed rebels seized control Bereczynon September 17 and arrested the deputpromander of a
battalion dispat che,dndthischduffeartWhéndiven cformobataliSiieorived m
in Dereczynthe following morning, it was firedt by youngarmedJews whom the Polish forces then
expelled A search wasconductedin a house where several Jewish insurgemsl taken refuge. One
suspected insurgemtas killedwhen heshotand wounded a Polish soldféf.Jewish accountsssentially
confirm the Polishversion except forthe claim that the Jew who was shot was an innqueabon?'! The
townds memor i abmewmgueskl |ceognattaiionnss o f an impending fApogr
information abouthe attempted lynching dRev. Jerzy Poczobu@dlanicki, the local Catholic pastor.
Since here was no attempt on the life of tloeal rabbi, this was not simply a revolutionary assault on a
religious figure but was directed specifically against him as adwe Catholic

Jekuthiel KhmelnitskyAf t er war ds came September 1939 and the outbr
Dereczinwas | eft literally with no one in charge, the peo
groups of young people together with a few [Belorussian] Christians tried to assert control in the town, and

just plain started trouble for no good reason,clvhnearly led to the outbreak of a pogrom in Dereczin

[ Dereczyn]. In the end, the Soviet Ol eadershipb6 finall

Pesha Feinsilbertocal Jewish youth, along with [Belorussian] Christians from nearby villages took over the
forces in Dereczin on a tgrarary basis, until the Russians would arrive. They had a little bit of armament.

Immediately on that first night, they came knocking on my door, and ordered me to open the store, and to
provide red cloth for banners and tablecloths, in order to retevBed Army.

On the second night, three vehicles with Polish officers drove through Dereczin, after whom were supposed
to come a contingent of the Polish army. The temporary authorities detained the Polish officers, beat them up,
confiscated their aos, and arrested them. In town, an uproar and panic ensued: the contingent of Polish army
was expected any minute, and the Poles [surely] would take out their displeasure at the arrest of the officers
on us, the Jews. Many Jews fled the town, and hidraohg Christians and in the fields.

Myjtzhak Shalev, i Th ey, Re sicnu eY eor fa chhantzébid MéviarsaloBedf\kahwah, e d . |,

New Jersey: Jacob Solomon Berger, 1992),982 Supposedly, the Soviet authorities went through the motions of
bringing some of the culprits to tganrized an invesigatiom and theé ng ¢ a me
evidence led to five young gentiles from the village of Borodetz [Borodzicze] that belonged to the communist
underground. They were also regular employees at the factory owned by Borodetzky [a Jew who was later deported to

the Soviet interior]. The Soviet regime wanted to demonstrate that there is law and justice in the socialist order, and

arranged a public trial for them. | attended several sessions at the courthouse. The defendants sat on the bench for the
defense,witbh r oad and insolent smiles on their faces. They didnbot
appeared for the defense testified to the appointments the defendants had in the underground, and their heroism there.

The spectators at the trinhd the impression that the court was on the verge of awarding the defendants laurels of

honor and heroism. The trial continued with recesses of weeks, from one session to the next. The defendants,
meanwhile, went free, and continued to do their normas.jdaturally, the lawyer Jacovitzky kept his secret to

himself, and | also kept my word of honor to him. Both of us knew that our testimony would not harm the defendants,

but probably would harm us. o | bid. , eObythenarmecobRlodik,whp t o Sovi e
ordered the executions, was arrested by the authorities, b
Zel wBieyldoet yn I nstyt unoul2 @eacembérd04):888.r odowej ,

O yahu Rutshak, Od6dbpaRiusn at t he Beolkovysk mhg Storfofa he War , 0
JewishZionist CommunityTel-Aviv, 1988), 119, Part lll oThe Volkovysk Memorial Book

#OWierzbicki,Pol acy i Bi agoruslexned. w zaborze sowiecki,

211 Testimony of Ajdel Ferder, Archive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw), Record Group 301, number 2094.

Ferder refer s-de foe mc eloe wg rschu pii sveHifch st opped a Polish milita
credentials. After the arrival of a largelBb military detachment, the selefence group fled. Several members took

refuge in the home of the miller Shmuel Bekstein and his brother. The soldiers reportedly shot Shmuel Bekstein, and

his brother died of a stroke. Allegedly, the Bekstein brothear e ficompl et el y i nnocent, 0 as t
interested in pursuing the rebels.
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In the early morning, the Rabbi was summoned to the local pRest PoczobutOdlanicki]. There it was
demanded of him that he should try to influence the young people, and obtain the release of the Polish
officers from jail, because of the impending danger attending the arrival of the Polish army contingent who
might wreck all of Dereczin. Only after expending considerable energy, did the Rabbi and the priest obtain
the keys to the jail, and release the officers.

At about ten in the morning, the retreating Polish army entered. The officers singled Betckemstein
home, and related how the fiRedso that fell upon them ¢
the yard of this hous@he officers single ut t he Beckenstei n Reodnseo, tahnadt rfeellat e
upon them and wounded one of them had hidden themselves in the yard of thiShelReles immediately
shot into BeckénWitehndbBowi s dbolwat t hey lihicdtthe houseen f i red wu
they shot the elddHirschel] Beckensteiné

All the Jews began to emerge from hiding and began to prepare a reception for the Red Army. The
following morning, the first detachments of Soviet soldiers arrived in wagons. They weredgnéth joy
andhanec | apping. When the first tanks arrived, they were
Hurrah! o The entire town turned out to greet them.

Meir Bakalchuk:From my fathefRabbi Bakalchukhnd friends, | came to learn wHaéreczin went through
in those last days of Polish rule, and in the transition period until the Soviets arrived. A group of young
peopl e, responsible to no one, but intoxicated with ¢
Dereczin before the aval of the Soviet army. They detained several Polish officers who were retreating.
Following these officers, who were a vanguard for a much larger retreating Polish force, the Polish soldiers
arrived é My father put htheinflanied Rolislo soldierdy ad pramsedto and wen:
locate their officers. By exerting great energy, he was able to persuade these young people to release these
Polish officers. The retreating Poles were in a hurry
During those frightful days without a regime in place in Dereczin, another incident occurred: a notification
went out all over town that the left wing youth, both Jews and [some Belorussian] Christians alike, were
planning to shoot the local Catholic midRev. PoczubutOdlanickil, who was known to be a liberal
minded individual, and who also had friendly relations with the Jews. On the prior day, the local priest in
Zelva [Zelwa] had indeed been hung, whom the inflamed young people had accused shbgihganti
communist.
When my father learned of the danger that awaited the priest of Dereczin, he resolved to do something to
defuse the murder plot, for which the Jews would, ultimately, God forbid, pay dearly. My father went to the
priest in the riddle of the night, and surreptitiously brought him to our house. The following morning, large
groups of young people surrounded our house, demanding that the priest be handed over to them. My father
stood himself in the doorway and told them that onlyr dWe dead body would they be able to break into our
house.
In the middle of this conversation between my father and this gathered crowd, the first vanguard of Soviet
officials arrived in town. Seeing a large crowd in front of ound® they asked whatas going on. When
they found out about the issue with the priest, one of the Soviet officials asked my mother for a small table.
He stood on the table and declared to the crowd that o
oflaw, and nobody has aright to try and sentence anyone out
disarmed, and the Soviet military expressed their thanks to my father for his proper and sober position.
€ | must recall Shmuel -bitteecoygnwnist. h wab heawho deneandedcokniyn, a har
father in Dereczin that he turn over the priest, who had hidden himself with us. He served the Soviet
authorities faithfully in Dereczin, and when the Russians retreated, they took Shmuel with’them.

212 pereczin 206, 248, 32425, 328. This is a translation of the memorial b&k f e r  [peblished & ¥iddish

and Hebrew in Tel Aviv in 1966. One of the contributdfsay | a Az af , writes about a fApogro
martyrs fell.o 1bid., 290. Typically, despite the undoubte
allege that individualized retaliations were directed at entirely blamelespetb@., 206. Historian Yehuda Bauer

reduced and indeed misrepresedits hi s enti re epi s o @ disunoleatwneatherfthe Pdlish arinyn g : AfnPol e

or local peopld tried to organize a pogrom, but the local, presumably Catholic priest preventedrttosm happeni ng. o
See BauerThe Death of the ShteB3. Bauer bases himself on just one acadigelected from among several in the

Dereczyn memorial bo@kauthored by Masha and Abrahdfi r sch Kul akowski , which reads: f
almost two weekai progress before Dereczin received a detachment of several tens of Polish youths, who were sent as
a military formation to protect | aw and order. You are to

Jews fell victims at their hands, dathey occupied themselves with instituting their bloody work. With armed weapons
in hand, they forced several tens of the Jewish populace into an old abandoned barn, and wanted to torch it. It was only
thanks to the energetic intervention of the townptie t hat t hese Jews wer eDeeazined from an

196. Hi storian Andr zej tbi kowski avoids thelsgenezyr obl emat i «
Jedwabnego: tydzi -Wsac hbrdend a&cchh | B - gRhzoeccnzoyifipies p941 (Warsawy: . Wr zesi e
tydowski I nstytut Historyczny, 2006), 144, 282.
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Of course, thelatitudes of the eloquent Soviet officeergnothing more than a charade. Not only did the
Soviets execute thousands of Poles extrajudicially, but they also encouraged excesses against Poles by the
minorities and took no action to punish the culpritsirfBakalchuk was to later run into a member of the

local lynch mob in exile in the Soviet interior:

I must recallShmuelthe youth from Dereczin, a haldtten communist. It was he who demanded of my
father in Dereczin that he turn over the priest, whd halden himself with us. He served the Soviet

authorities faithfully in Dereczin, and when the Russians retreated, theghmokelvith them?*®

The Germans occupi€lizciannen e a r  GroSepleanber 14, but soon evacudtegd make wat for
soviet forces. Athe newly formed Jewish militia ventured out to meet the Red Athayunexpectedly
encountered &olish detachment still engaged in military operatidiben thePolishdetachmenarrived
in the village theycharged the Jewish delegation, headed by a rabbi, and destroyed an arch erected to
welcome theSoviets Polishsoldiers destroyed the gate and threatened to burn down the tiflage.

Already on the 18 of Septemberarmed groups of Jews Iwaniki, in Polesia, were joined by Jewish
deserters from the Polish army and formed a local militiavitol and nearTelechany where the new
authorities consisted of prewar Jewish communists, the local Jewish militia engadealith police and
soldiers in battlé*®

Daniel Golombka, a Jew froR o Uy sasmall &olhynian town near the prewar Soviet border, painted
a grim picture of what, by the pen of others, might well have been portrayed as anotS®natit
pogrom stged by Polish soldiers:

213 Dereczin,328.
A Account of Czesgaw Borowski, as <cited i RzecZpaspohiss z St r ze ml
(Warsaw), January 27, 2001. Se disartin Dean ed.,Encyclopéia of Camps and Ghettos, 193945 (Bloomington

and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, in association with thied)8tates Memorial Museum, 2012), vol. Il, Part

A, 970. These threats of retaliation, which were often not carried out, should bereaihtpahe widespread practice of

levelling the homes of suspected Palestinian insurgents by the Israeli occupation authorities.

“Rozenbl at , AEvVT ei v sisteme mezhnatsionalinyYdi agtgnodheni i
Bi agoruskie Zemsmzytl¥3 HizQ®0G)ycza2, According to the Telechan
1939, when the Red Army broke through its borders to liberate [sic] western White Russia and western Ukraine, there

were organized authoritesi Tel ekhany that were able to maintain | aw and
Army forces. In the newly elected committee, the following people were members: Ephraim and Leibel Klitenik,

Yisrael David Kagan, Yisraelik Bernstein, Motka Rosincdi e r , Ber | Rubacha and others. o Thi
these people as fAleftistod youths persecuted by the Polish

Sokoler,TelekhanLos Angeles: Telekhan Memorial Book Committee, 1963), 5¢ffiglish translation posted on the

Internet at www.jewishgen.orgl/yizkor/Telekhany/Telekhany.html. According to the Telechany memorial book, which

does not mention the assault on thePolish forishasmy noted by
started passing through Telekhany. One of the officers wh
Aunending joyo at the prospect of the i mminent arrival of
warned us at to be happy. They were going to gather forces and chase out the Bolsheviks and the Germans. As
revenge, the Polish soldiers committed various offences: t
son, was wounded) and forcibly took awayew fyoung men as far as the Krogelevitch villages and even further. The

police in Telekhany ran around |i ke drugged mice. o0 Soon, h
Afappointedo the new ficommand e prépariagto mebtéhe Red Army. A thilehveas t o wn wen
built on Sventevolia [$wintowol a?] Street, and was decor at
Russian. é Anyone at all who could hel p dalsgewediedflagst he prep
and decorated the Peopleds Clubhouse. é The Jewish youth
out the guns. The group called themselves the Red Guard ¢
I par ol l ed Sventevolia Street every night é Everyone partic
without any compensation. When the Soviet government later paid each person fifty rubles for their work in the Red

Guard, some complained that thiseant they were serving in expectation of compensation. This showed how

a
W

enthusiastic the young people were about the change in reg
young people started | ear ni ngewishwaeusg paaple weée mbra educated andh e f ac't
dedi cated to t he new situati on, t hey therefores filled al |
Remember Forever!,o0 in ibid., 89 ff.
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The foll owing morning found the communist youth, Jews
The communists set up a militia of local youth. They enthusiastically decided to form a guard of honour to

welcome the Red Army,ettorating the square with pictures of Stalin and the communist greats and bringing

the fire brigade orchestra. But instead of the victorious Red Army, a train arrived bearing a load of Polish

troops who apparently had not heard of the MoleRibvbentrop ageement. The newdformed militia

enthusiastically set out to capture the Polish troops. Shooting and general chaos followed with all those in the

vicinity taking cover, including those who had gathered to welcome the?eds.

A Polish eyewitness confireithe same general picture:

Railway transports of Polish soldiers pass through town toward the east. The Polish authorities have left.
Jews wearing red armbands and carrying rifles are on the streets. They praise the Red Army. They look
askance at the RAsh trains and, finally, decide to intervene.

They approached a group of Polish officers who came down onto the platform. One of them struck a Polish

of ficer in the face and said: fiYou Polish nmung. Hand ov
and shot the assailant. He then yelled to the wagons:
out of the wagons and started a chase. Bullets flew in the streets. Nine assailants were hit. The fleeing Jews
screamed: AThe&Polish army won!

The stalwart Soviet allies remained undeterred, however, as another Jew recalls:

Right after the Soviets entered Rozyszcze, a Communist youth organizatoei zed contr ol of the
these young Communists marched on the streets of the towrgwis. They wore red armbands to identify

themselves and arrested people thought to be fascists or enemies of the communist cause. | was afraid just to

wal k from the train station to Ytzel 6&M/MR]ooltkee . | was @
young men with armbands were JEWS.

It was not as if there had been a history of marked animosity between Poles and Jews in that area which
could have precipitated this state of affairs. A Jew
smalll ocal i ties, makes this very point in the RoUyszcze
and the local Gentile population, which was mostly Polish, had been very good until the outbreak of the
w a P*° AoPolish prisoner of war who had been releabgdhe Germans and was making his way home
was offered some food by a Jewi sh woman when he pass
end of Septembéf®

In advance of the Soviet entry a group of armed Ukrainians and some Jews seizecbttmertdrgely
Jewish town ofSt e pdesdined the Polish police and arrested more than a dozen Polish functiénaries
civil servants, policemen, teachérand refugees from central Poland. They were detained in the police

216GershonZik,ed.RoUyszcze: [Myo U0yl sdz cHzoemeMe mor i al Book] (Tel Aviv: Th
Israel, 1976), 27. Actually, the secret, sordid terms of the MolBibbentrop Pact, which was simply a ron

aggression agreement, had not been publicly release ditnth, but memoirists tend to write with the benefit of
hindsight and also selectively. For exampl e, few of the r
yout ho woul d h a vcarryiagccommanists.\As aclen@mvedgedaby alJenvfr Z § o ¢ Tommunistp r o

elements on which to draw were in abundant supply in the interwar period, and the number of communist supporters
mushroomed after the Soviet takeover: imany young Jews be
Zloczow we were about equally divided between Zionists and Communists. The Zionists were split into many groups

ranging from followers of Jabotynski to Hashomer Hatzair, the former, extreme right, the latter overtly or covertly
Communi st . 0 See nanZloeadw Memoxdew YoeknShengold Publishers, 1986), 55.

217 Accou n t of Krystyna Buhol c, Nasza@hlskassdaptémbpr 8c1899r Also citddl inar mi i1 &, O
Nowak, Przemilczane zbrodni@4 (Bucholz).

218 3ack Pomerantz and Lyric Wallwork WiniRun East: Flight From the Holocau@tirbana and Chicago: Univengit

of lllinois Press, 1997), 26.

7k, Ro Uy s4B.c z e ,

20p [Franciszek] Radecki, lette6 g 0 s Hardnt®)kFebruary 8, 1997.
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station located in the municipal lding, where some of them were beaten. On their retreat westward, the
night of September 19and the following morning, squadrons of the Frontier Defence Corps and Machine
Gun Battalion stormed the town in or.dnethe enstingcr oss oV
skirmish, there were losses on both sitfés.
Polish soldiers were ambushed and fired oK im § &lso in Volhynia, by groups of saboteurs comprised
of Jews and Ukrainians. The Polish troops were able to encircle the fifth columristslirand shot them.
The area was set on fif& Some Polish policemen had also been captured and murdered by local
diversionaries. In retaliation, some members ofséisovetvillage soviet) were executéd’
NearZ b o r, in tive Tarnopol region, thedal Jewish militia and Ukrainian nationalists shot at retreating
Polish soldiers. Previously, they had already seized
the Polish policé?*
When a platoon of Polish infantry, fleeing both the invadingh@@® and Soviet armies, entei®dkalon
September 23 they were confronted by about a dozen-seifed Jewish militamen with red armbands
who, brandishing their rifles, attempted to arrest and disarm the Poles. After giving the Jews a warning
which trey did not heed, one of the soldiers threw a grenade that exploded and wounded a few of the
militamen. The following day two of the Jewish collaborators died in hospital. On Septenfibire2sty
was taken by German and Soviet troops, but the Germangpfly withdrew. The Red Army organized a
funer al with full honours for the fallen fAproletaria
the town, perished in ¢®mbat with the APolish fascist
In the town ofLuboml, just east of the Buiver in Volhynia, local Jews took turns collaborating first
with Germans, who originally occupied the town for two days on SeptemBerad@ then with the
Soviets, who took control of the town only on Septembé&t P4o-Soviet Jews and Ukrainians haxtthed
a revolutionary committee and seized power on SeptembBeafisd the departure of the Polish army. The
peoplebds guard, composed of up to 150 Jwmmstg, and Ukr a
public prosecutor and members of the towdmaistration. When the Germans arrived, these militias
apprehended and disarmed Polish soldiers, tearing the Polish emblems off their coats and uniforms, and
handed them over to the Germans. As could be expected, when the Germans departed and Radish soldi
the vicinity learned of what was happening, they struck back at the collaborators during the hiatus. Some of
the captured insurgents were executed inAf®town, other s

22182angd/\lnjsgkpblskesowieckal%@1995, 1997), vol. Krwawe,;, OCzcwagdaw Bt gt e

Horyniwarz N: SWspomnienia z r odz(iWarryscahw:s térwoinatzo woyz aZswi W zaeku pt aocy
Krajowej Okr ng Wb R EHenkaszko ardd Bidrbapzkou 8d b - j st wo dokonane przez n
ukrai EGskich na | udnolSs,vol. p29B.ski ej Wogyni a, 1939

222Janicki,W obronie PrzebraU41,12. w drodze do Berlina,

223 | jszewski, Wojna polskesowiecka 193911 1 7 ; S z aWofha® pelskksowjecka 19391995, 1997), vol. 1,

199, and vol. 2, 14143. According to one report, Soviet planestitbpe d t he Pol i @brodokjrasdlting n Gr - d ek
in the loss of many soldiers and civilians. Maraudersphet | | ed t he ¢l othes off the victims
Last iNeil aho Pr ay e rMemorial BookAThér gewish Tammuwotias, oarieditz, Horodok,

Lishnivka, Troyanuvka, Povursk, and Kolki (Wolyn RegifFgl-Aviv: Organization of Survivors of Manyevitz,

Horodok, Lishnivka, Troyanuvka, Povursk, Kolki and Surroundings Living in Israel and Overseas,3888&7.

224W§] odzi mi eNize Slayn e m, t (Londok:in.m 1994),&Be m

Leszek A. Lecho®itenni k r(@hcagh)zSemempei % 2003, based on the testimony
of Roman Wawrzonek.

226 The foregoing is based on the following eyewitneass c ount s : Wgodzi mi erz Wojciechowst

awarded by Yad Vashéins ee Bar bar a Czttaenri dszgi aenSc@iayskv: vABG, d§9¢)h 1567;

Sz awg oWogn& palskesowiecka 19391995, 1997), vol. 1, 2222 (which refers only to Ukrainian ftffx

columnists); Piotr Zarzyckiz Bat al i on Mo qtPrwsKé&l & ovAj3adk s, WFladd9y4s)g,aw3 WJ ot ys
ATel egr am MNasza Bolslkafeptenter @, 1999. The latter account is also cited in NoRemilczane
zbrodnie,39 (as Totysz). Foradi t i on al confirmation based on Soviet sources
vystupy na Volyni (ver esen Ny 9 Kholmshchyma 1988941 m:rPolskb av | sai e v
ukrainske protystoiannia ta ioho vidlunnia. Doslidzhennia,uhoénty, spohadylviv: Natsionalna akademiia nauk

Ukrainy, Instytut ukrainoznavstva im. |. Krypiakevycha, 2003),iB% Generally, it is difficult to reconstruct a
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A similar situation took place iKobry (I Polesia, where the Germans armed local Jewish Communists,
who then carried out diversionary assaults on Polish soldiers. Tw@ flEagserman swastika and a Soviet
sta® flew over the town simultaneously and in harméfly.
Tellingly, when German andcSiet forces met aB r z erSthe Bug River, they celebrated their joint
victory over Poland by staging a massive parade at which German General Heinz Guderian greeted Soviet
General (fAkombrigo) Semen Krivos#ein, a Jew, who sal
The cases oBrodno and Skiddllustrate that the stories of arlewish pogroms perpetrated by Poles in
September 1939 must be dismissed as baseless. In fact, these stories serve as a smokescreen for Jewish
misconduct directed at Poles. As such, theirdigiss repetition only discredits Holocaust historiography.
Furthermore, it should not be assumed thatSwwiet conduct on the part of Jews was simply a response to
an overriding fear of a German takeover. Jewish cooperation with the Germans, whendtiendpp
presented itselfas i n the cases owas alsadfacol to Berretkortéd With TheE,

coherent sequence of events from the selective, fragmentary and often contradictorplaatimiaccounts found in

Jewish memorial books. In the case of Luboml (known as Libivne in Yiddish), the situation is particularly complicated

as the town was occupied first by the Germans, and then by the Soviets. The introduction to the Luboml Memorial

Book speaks of Polish bands of fAAndekeso [Endeks] who fiove
bl ood. o A careful reading of sever al Jewi sh accounts in
chronology: When the Germans ented L ub o ml for a brief period (fia few days
Ukrainians was formed whose job it was to keep order in th
the town militia by the temporary Jewishk r ai ni an  Cwhichyworken thana in blové with the German

military authorities in disarming captured Polish soldier s
l' i ke nor mal occupying authorities. They redwasla briedhiatu$ | to the
during which fAboth Jews and gentiles é formed a defense mi
gangs from outlying villages. Concurrently, in anticipation of the arrival of the Soviet army, local Bolshevik

sympathize s erected a fAtriumphal archo at the main entrance toc
sl ogans in honor of the Red army, 0o Awhich had come to free
Awith guns, havihgitakwn paeawds, Dngaet h-detdnsée ohganguaatieos,
the militia, and Awal ked around arrogantly, with heads hel
When remnants of the Polish armyeaetered Lubomliitey destroyed the HAtri umphal archo
Soviet youths [i.e., the stalled seHdefence group or militia] (some gentiles among them) and led them to the station

al l beaten wup and bloodied. o0 A Comr aedodvér in\his hane on,a bwho woul d
thoroughbred horseo and fAacted |ike the former police offi
rumors that before their retreat, the Poles wanted to torch the city, but the Polish priest conemcedttto, saying

the victoryar ch was the work of individuals. o fiThe Jews ran to t|
Myal ovitska [ Miagowicka?], intervened by telling the genti
Army entered Libivne, the leftistsi our town received them with pomp and celebration. There were many Jewish

young men among tévean.toedAfSewi ethearlroingal , Athe militia reor
and Ukrainians. 0 fAZal man Rub i imselfithecleader of theeshtetl.aHe chase &disimu ni st ]
aides Moyshe Kol tun, Moyshe Bobtses, Raf ael Poyntses, as
Jews who were needed by the Soviets were utilized by the new regime, even though they diesn hraath. For

instance, Chayim Kroyt, a former owner of a sawmill, was appointed as director of his own confiscated establishment.

The same happened to other townspeople. The Soviet authorities did not arrest political opponents, nor the rich of the

shtet . 0 Meanwhil e, accor denngi ttioc 0J ePwil sihs hr espod rdti se,r sfi ahmatdi s i mpl y
long-suffering Jewish population, frightened and unarmed. Any Jew encountered on the street was shot and murdered

on the spot without any distinci on. 6 Al | egedl vy, fi N-defence graip] eeeined arly beating! r om t he
Those who suffered were Jews and no one else but Jews! o Fi
the most meni al wo rdkothenfigtheenonpaws wasulindthaveghgotten the work
ed.,Luboml: The Memorial Book of a Vanished Shidtiboken, New Jersey: Ktav Publishing House, 1997), xixj 230

36, 24043, 261, 290, 343. Typical of most Jewish memorial books, this one ir#h&w vague about the activities of

Jewish collaborators after greeting the Soviet Army, and also about the fate of the Poles under Soviet rule.

c
i

#2T\\ierzbicki,Pol acy i Biagorusldni w zaborze sowiecki,

228 \/ladimir Levin and David MeltserChernaia knig z krasnymi stranitsami: Tragediia i geroizm evreev Belorussii
(Baltimore: Vestnik 1 nf or matWojoapoldkegamvieaky 1939199591897), vol312 2; Sz awgo
233.

Numerous examples of this strangeCoplhleaamareatoinormrwi tfloutnide i M

73



common denominator of the activities of the Jewish militia in particular, as will be substantiated further,
was not its antNazi but rather its anrPolish animus.

In several localities Jews even greeted the German invaders in central Poland. One such display occurred
in Radom where a Jewish delegation, headed by a rabbi and other leaders of the community, marched down
the flowers t r e wn )i Streefjan jSept@mber 8, 1939 to welcome the German army. Jan - w
Lubelski, as one eyewitness recalls,

All of a sudden a group of men appeared from behind a brick house. There wersialbmen in the group.
They wore long black topcoats and black h&ise of thentarried a loaf of bread on a tray and another a
dish of salt, symbols olfiospitality. They were representatives of the Jewish community in the city who
waited to welcome the first soldiers of the Nazi army entering the city. \tfiegrheard or footsteps on the
street, they thought that we were the Gersaldiers. After discovering their mistake, they were embarrassed
and returnedbehind the buildinga wait for the Germars?

Such incidents strongly suggest thatmuch more importarnpetusfor the resoundingvelcome given to
the Soviets washe desire d ingratiate themselves with the new rulers, rather than to express their
happinessdr havingbeingsavedfrom German rule whose impact most scarcely knew.
As mentioned earlier, Jews dftsurfaced as guides for the invading Soviet trédpan eyewitness from
L w - recalled:

I was at the Plac Mariacki in the centre of town when
horseback with the front ranks. As members of the Communist Peyyhad offered their services to the
Soviet army and were employed as guitiés.

In Dzisna a Jew by the name of Szulman, the son of the owner of a large textile store, also acted as a
guide for the Soviet Arm§*® Later he would draw up lists of Polehvo, as fienemi es of the
arrested and deported for #fc rSovieeWadof iOE9R0?As havi ng f ol
The stage was set for the unfolding tragedy that befell the Poles of the Eastern Borderlands.

#%\arian S. Mazgajln the Polish Secret War: Memoir of a World War Il Freedgighter (Jefferson, North Carolina

and London: McFarland, 2009), 16. See also Piotrowski,] and 6 s 3#onll@&/c au st ,
231Szawgo\Ma;nhip)lskosowiecka1939(1995, 1997), vol . 1, 229 (Tyszowi ec
Przemilczane zbrodni®7 (Kuty); GrzelakWr zesi e 1939 na 78 (Deisa,clTR (Jews withlreelc j ac h,
armbands were plainly visible sitting on Soviet tanks rollirig Wilno).

Z2kozgowski, AW Azieni eKultuawd. F0¢Octoker 1957))88. Pami it ni k, 0

233 Liszewski,Wojna polskesowiecka 193913 7 ; S z a Wgjna posshkesowiecka 19391995, 1997), vol. 1, 71.

234 pccount of Halina Balcerak in GrzelWrzzsi e® 1939 na Kmesach w relacjach,
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CHAPTER FOUR

The Huntfor Polish Officers and Soldiers
and Their Mistreatment

The Soviet invaders were accompanied by operative groups of the NKVD, the state security apparatus,
who oversaw the hunt for and arrest of groups of people identified in advance as enemieSovighe
Union, among them person who held leadership positions in the state administration and military, members
of the intelligentsia and justice system, and those
These NKVD operative groups alsstablished their own security presence in all larger centres. By
October 1, 1939, they managed to arrestiNewdmbewmst 4, 000
1939, almost 6, 000 pe r*3Aimos allofithosé Svestet! werdmic Boes. or ussi a. 0

A key component for the success of this operation was the recruitment of a dynamic network of
informers, agents and casual denouncers from among the local population, especially the militias and
committes that had sprung up spontaneouslyexohange for lucrative positions in the new civilian
administration. Among the collaborators were many Jews, who often formed and headgppcetied
militias and committees to help usher in Soviet rule.

Polish soldiers, especially officers, were tethdown like animals, rounded up and detained in large
numbers by the Soviet invaders and their collaborators. After their apprehension, the Polish captives were
often mistreated in public and executed. Those who refused to surrender their weaponsotvere sh
summarily’® The scene of Polish prisoners of war often brought open rejoicing on the part of the Jewish
population who lined the roads to withess these spectacles. Some of them directed abuse and assaults at the
captured Poles.

The spirit of the nevera was abundantly clear to the endangered Polish military personnel. Once out of
uniform, they had to hide first and foremost not from the Soviet invaders, who could scarcely tell them
apart, but from local collaborators, among whom Jews figured prortyinéstone Polish officer recalls,

Roads were a nightmare. Ukrainians and Jews stealthily murdered soldiers returning home or handed them

over to the NKVD. The militia or police was é mostly J
werearmedT hey detested everything that was Polish é He whc
has no idea what a horrible hell they, the Jews, created on these Polish territories which the Bolsheviks
occupied’
ZBpjiotr Kogakowski , iSowi ecki apar at bezpi ecze E&sit wa wobec
1941: Zarys problematyki, o in HaRohsKanobpkaj awdcPadniel sBs
wiek U : Studi a i mat eriagy ofiarowane placie urodznD B.i adwpbdt okMi c ha

Uni wersytet w Bi d%yThe numberuof arresd ohitinyed t8 Bsé throughout the occupation and

began to include members of other ethgricups, though Poles continued to be overrepresented. By the end of 1939,

10,566 persons had been arrested in fAiWestern Ukraine, 0 in
1940, 47,403 persons were arrested, including 15,518 Poles, 15,684iadhs, and 10,924 Jews, the latter mostly for

illegal crossing of the Germ&Boviet border; by May of the following year, another 8,594 persons were arrested,

including 5,418 Ukrainians, 1,121 Poles, and 801 Jews. In total, some 66,500 persons stectlmt@een September

1939 and May 1941 in AWestern Ukraineo in addition to th
operations. See Grzegorz Hryciuk, AZmiany | i clAetdln ®@Sdin Wogy
Konopkaand3 ol koweskska i jej wschodldh6,; s@rsd eglariz wHrXyXc iwi ke, k uii Zmi an
narodowoSci owe w Galicji Wscih®d8j @ i P r6ieeemMaenlys kniva, rvo dloavtoSach «
na Kresach Wschodnich Il Rzeczypospolitej 19348, 157; Gregorz HryciukPr z e mi any narodowoSci o\
ludnoSciowe w Galicji Wschi®BpTeijuE: nAadidVmiMaisdzajeélt a2z008p3

26 oy example, a Polish sergeant was killed for refusing to hand over his weapon to a JéuliaGe€rzesik,

AAliIjao: Mar t yr ol o(gublia: n.p.yl889)vas ated indNpwalrzerkilczank zbrodniép.

237 Account of Antoni Baszkowski, quoted in Nowdkzemilczane zbrodni&19.
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In the vicinity Smorgonie before the aival of the Soviets, bands of Jews robbed military supply
columns and disarmed small groups of soldi& R a k ,-near the Soviet border,

The | ocal Jews reacted hysterically at the sight of th
Polish flags from buildings and trampled them, and spat at and verbally abused Polish soldiers whom they

had captured somewhere. They seized a Polish commader, a captain of a company [Frontier Defence Corprs],

and led him triumphantly [to be handed overthe Soviets]. The entire group ganged up on this one

defenceless person, ripping his shirt on the chest and shoving him around. As we watched this scene we were

stunned and horrified. These were after all our neighbours, once ordinary, peaceful peopé \ived

together for years. The children attended the same schools, played together and this was entirely natural for

us. Our parents shopped [in their stores]é No one inte
animosity or conflict. So weould not comprehend what had possessed them, where this hatred came
from.2%

The newly formedJewish militia hunted down Polish policemen and handed them over to the Soviets. At

l east two Polish police office®s, GNczak and Wiszniey
As soon as the Soviets arrivedNho w o g r Jewsewkth red armbands came to the home of Cbiesta
Kazi mierz Kosi Gki, who had |l eft for Wi lno earlier t|

terrified wife hand over his bicycfé! Other Poles were not so lucky, as Adam Szyimelom Nowogr - dek
recalls:

From the moment the Soviets invadehere began a terror with the arrest of Polish policemen, army
personnel, and government employees. The invaders wanted to wipe out all Polish leaders and intelligentsia
so they could rule more easily. My fatHerreserve officerfell victim to this error. On September 18¢
was arrested but, after a few hours of interrogation,
local Jews who had been elevated to a position of authority in the Communist Government, came with several
Soviet soldiersvith bayonets mounted on their rifles and arrested him. They handcuffed him and took him to
prison. That was the last time we saw him. We were filled with great despair and a sense of helplessness.

My mother went to the prison every day in the hopse#ing Father, but she never saw him again. We
were allowed to deliver parcels with food and clothing to the prison and foolishly believed that, as long as the
guards accepted packages for our father, then he had to be alive. After a few weeks, thefgsaciso
accept packages for him, so we assumed that he had been deported to Russia. There was no trace of him and
we could find out nothing about him, yet he was in this prison all the time; a family friend saw him a few
months later, chained to otheiigoners, being led to the railway statfdh.

Polish policemen, soldiers, and officials were captured and driven through the stré&Esoéften
bloodied because of the beatings they were subjected to. In the first few days, the Soviets gave free rein to
the newly formed Red wdcdrding toaa Jewistdsowcehrek ewosrdk eg tsa@dr dguar d
headed by Benjamin Dodiuk and compabseostly of Jewsncluding M. ZhukovskyZylber (his deputy)
G. Shklarnik S. Shklarnik, Vladimir Antonovich, Abram Gorbat, and Yudel Kapprehended Polish
officers and policemen and executed thesith impunity.?*® Patriotic Polish youth who rallied to the

238Jarosg“]aw Wo gk-AKows lpir obii ZWKeninniiecjzsnzyochc na Wi |l e@EszczyFnie, o

Op-r wobec system-w totalitarnych na(GddE@EHs:zckygFnhyeutw R&nN
Narodowej, 2003), 40.

Testimony of Stefan Mal awski wal @nited NesaakPaskarcbiyanya Dz i edzi @
20, 2001.

°1estimony of Wyadysgaw Ludwi Gski, in the authordés possess

241 jacek HugBader, AA rewolucja to pr zGaztadWbortza MagazgngGazetp y I  pr zyj
(Warsaw), November 15, 1996.

242 Bogusia J. Wojciechowska, comp. and &blgiting To Be Heard: The Polish Christian Experience Under Nazi and
Stalinist Ocupation, 1939945 (Bloomington, Indiana: AuthorHouse, 2009), 41.

243

Rozenbl at , AEvVvr ei Y si st eme me plitastiakh 8elacusi,alP3AYMKH @tgno Dheni i
Bi agoruski e Zemz}Bt(2000)HI4;sBvgeniiyRozenblat,and Irina ElenskBiaskie evrei(Brest:
Brestskii gos. Universitet, 1997), #4b; WierzbickiPol acy i tydzi W. zaborze sowiecki m,
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defence of their country were also not spared. Often they were turned in by ordinary Jews, even women, as
the following Jewish account illustrates.

| knew a woman called Bashke, the mother of four children. At the beginning of the war the woman hid in an
orchard for protection from the air attacks. A Russian mounted soldier passing by was shot at by two young
Poles, but he escaped unhurt. He dismounted from his horse to find out who had fired the shots. The woman
pointed to the two young men, and they evarrested**

NearP i @EBldaryk Skirmuntt (no relation to Count Skirmunt mentioned below), a soldier in the Polish
Army, was apprehended by a Jew with a red armband and bearing a rifle who handed him over to the
Soviets. As he was led into a courtyard packed with Polistiess] he was struck twice in the spine with
the butt of a rifle’*®
When the Polish army was retreating, Jan RadoUycki
across a group of Jews with red armbands tearing weapons out of the arms of Poksk anttliyelling:
fiYours has come to end.o Their cntempt for Poland wz
InL ubi e a pangvof Jewish teenagers attacked and beat up a Polish officer as he was leaving
church?*’ Throughout this region, after seizing arms and omanng t hemsel ves i nto band:
militia,o Jews terrorized the | ocal Polish official
soldiers driven back by the German foré®s.
In a town east of Lublin,

We stopped on a side street closéh® market square, where a group of people was building a triumphant

arc [sic] draped with a red flag decorated with a hammer and sickle. It was quite busy in the market square,

where some people, Jews in the greater part, wearing red armbands and cHlegingere disarming

soldiers as they arrived. We also saw a [Polish] Blue Policeman arrested and, after several minutes of a loud

di scussion, executed. é A short time | ater, we saw a ¢
arc. People wetng red armbands cheered the Soviets, throwing flowers at them. Soon cheers intensified

insanely as the Soviet tanks arrivéd.

On his discharge from the Polish army in Guck, Volh
made his way to his Imee town of P r z e b 25aki @way. Individual and small groups of soldiers
returning from the front were frequently set upon by Ukrainians and Jews and robbed, on occasion even
kill ed. In PrzebraUe, Janicki wit heopomietaofhgawernshi s Je wi ¢
store who had attained the rank of corporal in the Polish army, accosted a Polish soldier on the road with a
pistol and stole a blanket from hiftf.

244 Nachum BonehHistory of the Jews of Pinsla r t I, Chapter 1 (AThe First Mont h

translation ofPinsk sefer edut veikaron lekehilat PinskKarlin, vol. Il (Tel Aviv: Former Residents of Pindkarlin

in Israel, 1977), posted on the Internet at www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/pinsk/html. According to this source, after

the German invasion, fOld accounts between | ocal Jews and
came, they found the woman and with the help of the Polish

25Ro wi ®okie, zderzeni e z bol sze@i kami we wrzeSniu 1939 roku,

#3an Rado Oycki, f NaszsDzienni@Marsaw)s AugueEds; 30G1o , o

#Account of Zbigniew Magyszczycki, dated November 23, 1997

2%8|hid.; Felicja WilczewskaN i m mi n i(Tpmnt® GentlinaRublishing Company, 1983); 18, 21.

249

Boj omir Twosr zly aRlEestheé mber : Polish Home Ar my ,i19391946e Konecki
(Markham, Ontario: n.p. 2009), #ranslated from the Polisfiakj a k p a miidit emi: a AKonecka i Nowogr
19391945( G- d¥: n.p., 1995).

250Janicki,W obroni e PrzebraUaO.LiejV\bidsrzodCiiel ddeon Bl eartleirnab,ecame a prof

Soviet rule. lbid., 13.
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Aleksander Pluta, a company sergeant, was one of many soldiers who triedetbismalay back home
after being discharged from his unit n€&ar w nneVolhynia.

We headed toward R-wne because there was a train stati
paths in areas which were notllhuiwlet hag. t®& Koweveri ,t snea
patrols formed of NKVD men and Jews awaited us. They were young and hated Poles. They captured Polish

officers who tried to blend in. The Russians could not distinguish officers from soldiers. Jews were needed

for that purpose. They also carried guns. Near the larger cities and in the centre of the cities Jews filled these

functions themselves without Red Army men. Those they recognized as, or suspected of being, officers were

led away somewhere farther. It was ththese officers] who were doubtless sent to Katyn and other death

camps. We walked for several days and the same thing happene@daily.

After surrendering their arms in Busk and receiving a pass to return to their homes, Polish soldiers were
robbed & their bicycles, money and possessions en route by Ukrainian and Jewish bands and communist
committees. They managed to obtain civilian clothes in a Polish settlement. When they arrived in
Wgodzi mi erthey Woedayedsdkby Jews and delivered to the NE¥YIhdeed, many Jews in
that town donned red armbands and rushed to help the NKVD identify targeted Poles and round them up.
Poles tried to avoid the streets and often went into gitinfear of being lynchetf?

The capital of VolhyniaG u ¢ vkas overrun with selppointed militiamen, mostly Jews, on the lookout
for Polish soldiers whom they disarm&d.Officers were apprehended and handed over to the Soviets.
When two young Polisbfficer cadets who had been released from service after the Soviet invasion were
making their way home, they were accosted by a group of young Jews with red armbands when they
attempted to board a train. These young ruffians tore the Polish eagles off tliei ¢ e r cadetsd caps
mocking thenf>® A hunt for Polish officers itKowelwas undertaken by local Jef.

Similar reports come froWi S n i onwolheymia, and nearb¥ b a riraT@rnopol province, where

revolutionary committees were established consisting mostly of young Jews. In Polish uniforms and with red
armbands, armed with rifles, they guard the buildings of their committbey. also stop soldiers and force
them to enter the place. There they stdarch them, most often looking for arms, and they humiliate them
with foul languagé®’

A resident of the village d 0 S ¢ i unear Rredyrecalled:

€ some young dRkdiniarsteganealaboraimg with the NKVD and joined the police forces.

They targeted Polish officers in hiding, policemen, government workers, and intellectuals. | remember in
Beresteczkptwo young Jewish policemen led a police officer by a roperatdis neck to an NKVD officer.

He disappeared, li ke so many of us, never to be seen a
came to my father demandi ng all documlemt. sSedend | egal S

251 Account of Aleksander Pluta, qteal in Nowak Przemilczane zbrodni&3i 74.

B2paccount no. A4 && jian Ztwd tNe@®,u Radzi eckil®go na Pol skfi 17 wr ze

B3paccount of Bol eBsiguawe tDyonr dlcnif@srkma ciynf ny 27 Do B4z ([L999):Wo gy Es ki e

53.

%% bi k oAvchikvim Ringelblumayol. 3, 686. The career of Jerzy Pomianowski (Birnbaum), a young Communist

who was active in the |l ocal Workersé Guard in Guck, i s enl
the Soviet Union during theaw, published in leading Communist journals, and returned to Poland in 1946 where he

held a series of l ucrative positions. See Romuald Bury,

<http://www.polskiejutro.com>, nos. 16051, March 2128, 2005.

SAccount of Marian Fijag (in the authorodés possession).

256( Name withheld), fi Kt Rzecapaspolit@gVarsaw)kMay 23y2800.i , 6 | et t er |,

27 Jan Zalewski,S t aga sifn omygkaé: Wspomnienibizrpi é/acsddvid 4 owi ecki
Kolejowa Oficyna Wydawnicza, 1994), 30.
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authorities distbuted antiPolish propaganda and posters. One that stuck in my memory is of a Russian
soldier stabbing a fallen Polish soldier with a bayonet on the rifle. Some of these posters were removed
during the night and the Polish population was accused (rigittfjese deedS?

But it wa s not just t he young -cargingp mernbepsaof thel 0 J e ws,
Communist Party, who took part in spectacles like this repeated again and again throughout Eastern Poland.
In Ska §, @ town near the Soviet border, on Septemb8rQrthodox Jews formed armed parties to chase
down and apprehend Poles in anticipation of the Soviet entry.

Groups of Orthodox Jews dressed in long, black or charcoal gaberdines with wide red arthbarusads

covered with black yarmulkas from which long side curls dangled, carried rifles with long bayonets. When an

armed group like this ran their gaberdines flew open and from under their black vests stood out their white

ziziths [tassels] which hund o wn . € On one of the side streets we saw |
non-commissioned officers who were walking unarmed. Quite animated, the Jews led the apprehended men

away. Polish army men captured in this manner were then delivered to Rgdnemor the NKVD as soon

as the Soviet army entered the town. Many of those apprehended by the Jewish militia later lost their lives in

Katyn and other places of Soviet genocide. [Polish] policemen caught by the Jews were executed

immediately by Red Armynen.

Weencunt ered more and more of these organized groups in
in a hurry. é After columns of Soviet tanks rolled thr
Jews, who were the largest group of residentkoéy at , for med their own Red militi

imprisoned Polish soldiers and policemen. They even prepared a joyful, official welcome to greet the armies
of the Soviet aggressor when they entredesist® he town. Sk

InZ § o c gtripswof red cloth were hung from windows and balconies and Polish soldiers were fired at in
the streets. Polish soldiers were apprehended and disarmed by Jewish communists and Uft@mians.
September 19 Sergeant Jan Berar d Sol i &Es ki of the Frontier Defence
ordered by a captain of the Red Army, a Jew, to leave the premises where they had taken refuge and to
surrender their arms. A large and highly agitated crowd of Jews and Ukrainians daddle Poles. They
were screaming and chanting and they threatened the
will now K% in charge. o

InSas,-aw s mal | town near Zgocz-w, the newly formed mi
appreheded more than twenty Polish soldiers and policemen and handed them over to the Soviet army.
After a provocation (in which a grenade was thrown into the room in the school where they were held), the
Poles were executed by the Soviets. One of the main aayandf the Red militia was Lipa Halpern, a
prewar Communist, who was instrumental in the deportation of more than a dozen Polish families to the
Gulag in February 1940. Later Halpern worked in the NKVD regional command in Gfésko.

In Cz o r taJewishand Ukrainian rabble followed Soviet soldiers around town disarming Polish
offi%gsrs and soldiers, whom they cursed and insulted verbally. The captured Poles were then driven to the
jail.

®Edward Jusz y Es ki, finl Michael ICarolak, d Thediass ®dportBtieraof Rolesdto Siberia: A

Historical Narrative Based on the Written Testimony of the Polish Siberian Sur{i@bisago: Sibéan Society of
U.S.A. and Classic Printing, 2009), 123.

®account of Wgadysgaw Dy mPrzemilozare kbrogdniea26. quot ed i n Nowak,

®Account no. A¥O &5 jian Ztwd (Ne®u Radzi eckil?2sig?s. na Pol skii 17 wr ze

%1 57 a w{§ oWagnk ipolskesowiecka 1939(1995, 1997), vol. 1, 395. Such gatherings and outbursts were
commonpl ace. See also Lesgaw Jur ewi bligpotzebrg(condora Rdish f r om Czor
Cultural Foundation, 1977), 19.

®2Na  Ru b We 0y goad)(1994)n15N a
SiekierkaLudob - j st wo dokon
1946( Wr ocgaw: Nortom, 2

Ru ma. ¢90(8001): 222 9; Henryk KomaGski and S
ane przez nacjonalist-w ukiai Gkich 1
004), 965.

®Account of Wi e Srgetak\WrAznet soicen@ wl 939 na 3Wresach w relacjach,
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In Nowe Brusnonear Rawa Ruska, Abraham Starkman and his bro#itesse father was a watb-do

Jewish farmer, took charge of the | ocal workersoé6 mild.
Polish officers captured near that villa§é.Reports of Jews and Ukraéms assisting the NKVD in
capturing Polish dicers, policemen and officials come fratamelnan e ar Gr - de K® Jagi el | o Es ki

InJaryoeraw Lw- w,

The little town was just going through its first spasm of revolution. Some Polish officers, described as
fi s p® éa &nows on whose behdlfvere arrestedThe Ukrainian Nationalists formed a procession with
flags and banners, which they followed through the streets, with revolvers in their hands. Young Jews formed
another procession, with a red flag and a portrait of Stalin, carried exactly like a hulyf i@ two groups
finally came face to face and quarrelled, with the result that they together looted the store of the Polish Spirits
Monopoly. When everyone had got drunk, they wanted to organize a pogrom of the Poles in the town.
Fortunately there wereod many Poles to be safely attacked and in the meantime someone launched the
rumour that the Germans were coming.

Instead of the Germans, two Bolshevik commissars arrived with a platoon of troops a few hours afterwards.
The Ukrainian leaders turned meakd silent, as two of them had been arrested. The Jews all went home and
sat tight there, while the Bolshevik commissar inquired about the local intellig&fitsia.

Conditions inL w - were described by many witnesses: Polish soldiers, especially affivers
disarmed, abused verbally and physically, and hauled off by the Red militia, composed mostly of Jews and
Ukrainians, and by ordinary citizens to Soviet p8%t3his base conduct toward fellow citizens sometimes
elicited a feeling of disgust on than of ordinary, decent Soviet soldiers.

After the arrival of the Soviets in Lw-w on September
Jews toward Poles. The first was the welcome given to the arriving Soviet army. Jews seized weapons from

Polish soldiers as they [the Jews] kicked and mocked them. They tied red ribbons to the barrels of stolen

rifles and red armbands on their sleeves. | saw how one Polish soldier who was already disarmed was
surrounded by a Jewish patrol consisting of tteedéstyled armed militiamen with red armbands on their

sleeves (this took place just as the Soviet army was e
and were jostling him around. At that time a Soviet patrol came by and when they sawastietppening,

they disarmed the Jewish patrol, gave them a boot and told them to run off. It was a painful sight to see a

disarmed Polish soldier being attacked by Polish 7vs.

A group of Jews with red armbands dragged Lieute@ahbnel Tadeusz Praushie commander of an

airforce regiment, out of his house, pushing him around and beating him on his head and face. They thrust

him in a carriage, paraded hi m pub PlAwuhifgrmes Solishn fene my
officer was captured oNleizels Street by two Jews with red armbands and rifles. After abusing him they

led him to the Brygidki prisoA”° A former student of the renowned Jewish scholar Hugo Steinhaus, by the

name of Borek, was arrested in his home after being denounced to thD B&K¥ reserve officer in the

®iEranciszek RajsprofetariagkiEsnkidn:, Gryf Publications, 1950), 43. Starkman was eventually arrested

in Lw-w after | eaving the Soviet mi bupportedthe Sowet regems,asb i tt er t h
he had, would be thrown into a jail full of Poles.

®g7czepan Siekierka, Henryk HKeamda®skKistwandoKomgeet @ff z8rl o
ukrai EGskich na Polakach wW94w(@Wreavc $litzovwa rez ylswwews lei nUpadm3 it ni e
Zbrodni Ukrai EGskich Nacjonalist-w we Wrocgawiu, 2006), 240

20%\vegierski,September 1939261 27.

267Hryciuk, Polacy we Lwowie 1939944,17, 29.

®8paccount of Mie davy svg aw Ki@mpye | Bii Ldndon),yno. 88KDefdeanbel 20@0)w26.a n

M Gra Uyna Dziedzi Eskawy tirlvelasay, PolBka\Wassave,dJone 9,k1099, also cited in
Nowak, Przemilczane zbrodni®]1.

270 Account of Tadeusz Czuba, quoted in NowRizemilczane zbrodnid17 18.
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Polish army by his Jewish orded%.When Witold Rapf went to stay with his crippled uncle, arcebonel
of the Polish army, in Lw-w in November 1939,

Two NKVD officers, accompanied by three young Jews wearing red armbaams, at night and arrested
my uncle. They made offensive and disgracing remarks, pointing a to a painting of Jesus and a picture of
Pilsudski?"

Mar shal J-zef Pigsudski was Polandés dictator from 1
commaumlerin-chief of the Polish army during the PokSoviet War of 19181920, and thus aroused
enormous resentment and even hatred among the Soviet:s
Pointing out to the Soviets the direction of Polish troopremaeents and fleeing Polish soldiers became a
common pastime. Ikutyn e ar Ko § o mprgclaimed felwish nslittalqdickly informed Soviet tank
drivers that a Polish military truck had just departed for the nearby Romanian border. Unable to overtake it,
the tank fired machingun volley at the truck killing a Polish guermaster by the name of Tadeusz
D o § iMgstowicz, a welknown Polish literary figuré”
Witold Karpi GsKki was part of group of Polish sol di
attempted to escape to Romania. Those soldiers who refuseddowaytheir arms were executed on the
spot. The soldiers were then takerSté a n i s wWharevthey were guarded by local Jewish women who
were armed. They were then takn to Szepet-wka near t
Nears n i athrgerPolish officers in pleclothes were apprehended crossing the River Prut to Romania
in October 1939. They were detained and briefly i mpi
Gulag. Their interrogations were carried out with the assistance of local Jews, among theor,anho
acted as interpreters. In one case, the doctor himself levelled abuse at one of the Polish officers, who were
accused of being spies, and called him a #Aliar. o Wh
zealousness was too much to bieareven the hardened Soviet functionaries, who then dispensed with the
coll aborattdros services.
A Polish officer, disguised as soldier, was trying to make his way to the Plisgarian border when
he was apprehended by Ukrainian militiamen nearilfeege of Skole Suspected of being a Polish officer,
he was taken to the village and handed over to two Jewish militamen who took him to the Soviet
commissar for questioning. A local Jewish woman, who acted as secretary, mistress and Russian interpreter
for the commissar, Afembellished [the officer 6s] conf
propaganda l eafl ets. o During hi s interrogation cap
gamekeepers were brought in by the militiamen, who ahrdet their duties with enthusiasm; the
commissar sent them to the local prison. Since the officer had false identification, his guise of being a
simple soldier was eventually accepted and he was released to gé’home.
On September 2% the Soviets mureted the staff and patients of a Polish military hospital in the village
of Grabowiecn ear Zamo Si . Some of the wounded sol diers were
had difficulty walking were shot just outside the building. A group of about twenty soldiers were led to a

271 gteinhaus, Wspomnienia i zapisk20. Notwithstanding her experiences, the mother of the denounced Pole, of

whom all traces had disappeared, did not think of revenge. She even offered to shelter Steinhaus in her home in
Borysgaw.

272366 Shimon Redliclogether and Apart in Brzezany: Poles, Jews, and Ukrainians, 1945 (Bloomington and

Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 2002), 89.

BAccount of St ani s g awPr@miczanerzbrgdnidyu ot ed i n Nowak,

"Wanda Wasicka, fi QNewan aoz | aPlor yo nk ml/ eAj @@adadena Satifornial, 8dptemberj n e
2005: 18.

aAcount of Wgodzi mierz Tyl kowski (in the authorés possessi

276 Wegierski,September 193962 73.
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hill on the outskirts of the village, pushed around andeu by a group of young Jews with red armbands,
and executed there. They are buried in a communal grave in the local céiffetery.

A Polish soldier recalled with shock what he experienced and felt when the first Soviet soldiers arrived in
the outskirts of. w -:w

About 5 p. m., we heard S 0 me unusual voices and a | ot
temptation to go out and see what was happening. | observed a very strange scene: A small group of people
many of them Jews, and evidently Commtsdiswere surrounding a lone and scared looking Soviet soldier
and screaminganR ol i sh sl ogans, fADown with the Polish gover nme
the Soviet Union!!o
I could not believe my eyes! Why would these people be so happy?ig the Jews be against the
Polish government and Poland itself? They had a very good life in Poland, and were free. With the exception
of some small minority [of nodews], no one bothered them before the war. They were able to do whatever
they wanted ad most of them were wetb-do. What an unpleasant surprise it was for me to witness a scene

l'i ke this. €& | could not help but expr eagedmangnddi smay an
asked him why these pe d@finishwhat irwas geing tolsay pwhen he tlrnedito d n 6t  q u
me menacingly and said in a |loud voice: iAre you not |

towards me with his nego-friendly intentions. Obviously | did not make him happy with my rersakd
questions, but I could only rectify the situation by running away towards the bunker where | would feel safe
with my friends.
AiMy God! Where am | ?! These people are traitors,o | m
this unfortunatepisode’’®

On the night of 18/19 Septembd939,a few Polish detachments had attempted to def¥itdo, but
were ordered to retreat together with the police. Th
groups and a few regular Polisimgy units, with no air or tank support. After twelve hours or so of battle
the Soviet units gradually began to take control of specific neighbourhoods of the city. The defenders
retreated in the direction of the Polishhuanian border. Local communistpporters occasionally shot at
the retreating soldiers. One such incident occurreBang t u p s k i Lane, where three Pol
at from a building owned by a Jew. One of the soldiers was killed, and the other two threw grenades into a
window of the buildingEven before th&oviettroops arrivedgroups of young Jewwith red ambands
appeared on the c i t.yAbcerding tor Do Lesin, dewishryguthncgmprisedfal e s
fisignificant proportion of the arThe inm&diatelystartedi | i t i a i
to hunt down andarrest Polish officers, pa@émen,soldiers, andothess who had taken regfuge the
city.?’® Their ranks included not onlgyewish Communist but also Bundistand some Belarusian and

"Krzysztof Czubara, AW Grabowcu Sowjemia @Gpabowaileicki ap @

Tygodnik ZamojskiSeptember 29, 2005.
278 Julius F. PrzesmyckiThe Sold Out Dream: Memoirs of a Polish Freedom Fig{¢evens Point, Wisconsin: Point
Publications, 1991), 53. The demonstration was soon dispersed by Potirssalho fired shots at the rabble,
wounding some of them. Ibid., 54.

Wi erzbic Klewjsh ReRtmrnsiinsVitna and the Region of Western Vilna under Soviet Occupatioii, 1939

1 9 4 1 Padin, voln19 (2007):4 9 1 ; [he Jews of Vilna under SoviRule, 19 Septembie2 8 Oct ober 1939, 0 i

Polin,v o | . 9 (1996) : Pbﬂ;eghammmsmmeﬂlﬁla@s&mi, sgawa tLewhnedowska,
codzienne Wilna w | gNfasawhNefitdn and dnstytuy HisBovii iPAN, 0987®,j1%, 8ni s Jawa
LewandowskalL osy wi |l ni an: Zapis rzeczywistoSciilosBleltdomyj nej . L uc

(Warsaw: Neriton and Instytut Historii PAN), 19. Lewandowska points out that, after the Soviets retreated and handed

the city over to th Lithuanians at the end of October 1939, there were spontaneous manifestations against the new

occupiers. Rioting broke out when the Polish currency was devalued artificially and prices soared. Many Jewish shops

were demolished and 23 persons were injufBte Lithuanian police carried out a number of arrests and pressed

charges against suspected ringleaders. See Lewandowassawilnian,33i 34, 200 1. According to a Lithuanian

historian, serious disorders broke out on October 31, consisting of protd3tdels against the Lithuanian occupation;

largely Jewish, pr&oviet gatherings; clashes with the newly arrived Lithuanian police and military; and violent
confrontations between Poles and Jews. Lithuanian forces assisted by Red Army soldiers manadjetdstepf the

unrest within a few days, arresting 66 rioters, idclung 44 Pol es and 20 Jews. See Sauliu
Sources for Antisemitism in Lithuania and Jewishh t huani an Rel ations during the 1930:¢
Stefan Schrei ner Thedandhedvorld of lsthuShiarade(Arhsteram, and New York: Rodopi,

2004), 14142.
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Polish Communist®°According to one Jewi sh observer, they dis
and with great satisfaction. A Jew woul d®%hpyit in th
ripped epaulets and eagle insignias from the uniforms of Polish solgikstorian Dov Levin, however,
stresseshat the militamen removed tleeo | di er s® weapons fAin such a friendl
smiled despi 3 Polishrepbrts ars sindlar:easysungdJew ran up to a despondent Polish

soldier in a suburb of Wilno and slapped him on the f&tanother eyewitness reported

a
e

In the streets Jewish children latched on to Soviet military vehicles and joyfully greeted the new occupiers.

Militia patrols with red armbands, formed mostly of Wilno Jews and Communists, were everywhere. | will

never forget the sight of a Polish s@divalking down a street (apparently on his way home) without a belt

and carrying a haversack. Suddenly a group of teenagers detached themselves from a Soviet truck and,
undoubtedly wanting to demonstrate its fighting spirit and enmity toward the renuidhtdish statehood,

spat at that emaciated soldier and tried to rip the buttons off his military coad. ifvadjine thisd the

reaction of the Soviet soldiers was entirely different from what that swarm of teenagers turned savage
expected. They toldthemtoeave t he sol dier in peace explaining, fiHebd
him. o And that viperous and squ¥4lid group of callow yo

A group of young armed Jews burst into tH& ecbmmissariat of the Polish state police vehéhey
ordered theéPolesto leave and even attempted to physically expel tfféifhe main train station in Wilno
was a particularly hazardous place to venture since it was infested with NKVD agents and the largely
Jewish citizens® masltoistop suspiciouh peapke, especially Pdlish sfficeranout of
uniform. Suspects were followed to their homes and their credentials were cA&clegs in the service
of the Bolsheviks also carried out nighthe searchef Polish homes to look for arm&. About 80
percent of those arrested were PSfsSoviet reports sang the praises of the predominantly Jewish
Wor kers6 Guard who maintained Aorder o and confiscate

Wor kersd Guard is elradteerd ;witlheiyngcayr f8n do uati tehv eernyt housi as

Z0wanda Krystyna Roman, ALitwini, Biagorusini, tydzi i Rosj
ZWZ, 0 in Gnat owsRolacya n @B iiBaodl oktoumssiki h, i Awaschqulnich mievachnRolski a

wgadza radid94®,d¢7kia3( 1B8Pe at 19 0JewisViRaationdbin \dlkaiand the Regibn of h

Western Vilna under Soviet Occupation, 1089 4 1 Padlin, violn19 (2007): 49192.

BlMusi a g, fi S t-CbysduonvksiK i pes lasakho Ws chodni ch R. P. ilPcdBuetgupacj N sow
Kwartalny Radomskiego Towarzystwa Naukowegb,34, no. 1 (1999): 120.

282Levin, iThe Jews of Vi | n &2 & nQlcetro bSeRulinle®. D ORO9G): 4ll5n 19 Sept ember

®H4d ena Pasierbska , iNdsa Dzierjmik,ﬁyrm 22 2001KThe auther lalsoomentions that the
Horodniczy family from KoScieniewicze were identified by J

Blyanusz Hrybacz, fAPanie Bo Mnalga&? aski(VihidsenE 10Q0E)b3FHEI.na Wi |l no, 0
285Jarosg“]aw Wo g k-&\iKo vas kpir,o bl ZWK mni ej szoSci etni cOpyech na Wil
wobec system-w totalitarnych na Wi4®@;Es Wc ey T biewikhw, ofkP @®lIsii ®h
Relatins in Vilna and the Region of Western Vilna under Soviet Occupation 1989 1 Pdlin, voln 19 (2007):

492

ZBUm,i O bro® i orgdy narodoweodé (Z WilldRa przez Francjin i Szw
?®" Kazimierz Kucharskikons pi racyj ny owghwnWepodlee wj okaiesi e od wrzeSni
1941r( Bydgoszcz: Towarzystwo MigoSnik-w Wi lna i Ziemi Wil e(Gs

288Lewandowskatycie codzienne Wilnaila | atach 11 wojny Swiatowej,

289ThisisfromSituationaIReportN@!,.B of Lavrenti Tsanava, the Peopl eds Commi
Belorussia, dated October 9, 1939. The report apped<Zim c hodni a Bi ai@?VIa®®HD WydarzediaX 1939
losy ludzkie. Rok 1939pl. 1 (Warsaw: Rytm, 1998), 183. Sdesa o Musi ag, -Opdowskkée pal &k
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Numerous reports speak of the abusive treatment meted out to Polish prisoners of war by Jews in Eastern
Poland. (This appears to have been a predilection of the Jewish minority, as there are no reports of
Ukrainiansor Belorussians taking part in such activities.) This cor@aetrily reminiscent of the displays
of hatred directed toward Polish prisoners of war byNaai German civiliand ranks among the most
shameful episodes in occupied Europe and one about whilds Ruite understandably retain bitter
memories.

When a large crowd formed as the Soviets marched Polish prisoners of war along the highway to
Monasterzyskanear Buczacz, young Jewish hooligans who lined the street spat at the Polish soldiers and
threw rocks at them. As one witness recalled, the Poles who came out to see their loved ones being led
away were appalled by this callous conduct.

They must have been encouraged by their parents to perform such base deeds. My mother could not stand by
idly looking at this any longer and took them to task. When that did not help, she grabbed one of them by the
collar and gave him a light jerk. All of a sudden, out of nowhere, some older Jews appeared with red
armbands on their coats and wanted to push my matteethe convoy led by the Soviets. Some Ukrainian
women we knew saved her and me by raising a terrible outcry. This must have frightened the Jews because
they ran off. Unfortunately, the young Jews continued to hurl insults at our soldiers.
These briefi nci dents stuck in my motherds mind for a long
sheltering Jews during the German occupation at risk to our lives. Perhaps among them were those who, in
1939, wanted to hand my mother over to the Soféts.

When he Soviets led captured Polish soldiers, with their hands tied behind their backs, through the
streets ofSk a § a P orawdd of Jews, and Ukrainians converged to observe the show, screaming at
them: AKill the Polish swies!o and AThe Polish swine

An eyewitness observed Jews jeering and spitting at disarmed Polish soldiers and policemen assembled in
the courtyard of the police stationtht a n i sbgfarevbeimg marched to the local jail. Many of the Jews
who had | ined K awithith@ésckildrenSvore redarmbantisandgublicly derided the Poles
as they passed in front of thet.

In Dolina near Stryj, where Jews greeted the invading Soviet army with flowers and offered them bread
and salt (a traditional greeting), a Polish cdfi was slapped in the face by a local Jew, who screamed at
him, AThere will HWansf® more Poland of the

The day after the Soviet entry inbubno, Volhynia,

Two young Jews, communist militiamen, brought out a couple of Polish officers, a catahallieutenant,

from a house. In the markptace, surrounded by a party of militamen (of course all armed with rifles),

stood a superior sort of commissar, a young fellow with a markedly Semitic cast of countenance. The officers

were brought before hinwhereupon he addressed a few words in Russian to the élanelslapped him

hard in the face. The colonel took the blow in silence
officers to put up their hands, while they were searched and thisitddeen from therf®*

The subsequent fate of the Polish officers is not known.
In some cases, however, Polish officers could not bear the public humiliation. A Polish woman recalled a
scene she witnessedlnr u U k, \dothynia, upon the Soviet entry:

vol. 34, no. 1 (1999): 121.

3uliusz Kierenko, A Ur atNasza BolskaSep € mkemaj @ e RO®99nkiJud i usz
account is also quoted in Nowdk;,zemilczane zbrodni88i 89.

P®'Na RupWedygaw), no. 47 (2000): 52.

292 janina Grygar, lette6§ o s  Hardn®)kOctober 4, 1996.

293

Grzegorz MazurPokucie w latach drugiej wojn Swi at owej : PogoUenie ludnoSci, pol i
podziemigd Kr ak - w: Uni wersytet Jagiell oGski, 1994), 24, 25
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From a crowd of her own people [who had assembled to greet the Soviets] a young Jewish woman emerged.

She approached a Polish officer and delivered a swing
pulled a gun out of his holster (creating a pammag the rabble), held it against his temple and pulled the
trigger?*®

InBi a § o mearrKizemieniec, the sight of long lines of Polish prisoners of war aroused provocative
cries and laughter on the part of Jews and Ukrainians. The Polish captives were met by a group of young
Jews, among them a young woman, who came out oPtlish state police building dressed in Polish
military coats stripped of their shouldstraps. Wearing red armbands they insulted and mocked the Polish
of ficers from a distance: AYou Polish swine. € Your
reference to Polandébés national emblem, the white eagl
general, whose hat went flying off into the mud as he was hit in the head. This was a signal for the young
Jews to collectively ittreat a group ofPolish officers who had been separated from the column of
prisoners of waf>®
K. T. Celny, a young Pole who accompanied his father, a major in the reserve of the medical corps of the
Polish Army, encountered the following reception in the vicinity ofw:

As we approached every Ukrainian village, we were fired upon. In towns, we were also shot at by the Jewish

militia, armed with stolen Polish army rifles and wearing red armbands. As we approached the outskirts of

Lw- w, we <came up o nle: b a meadow ibesidenttieanairs rpael,caboatden of the Jewish

militiamen were guarding a sizable squadron of one of the elite Polish cavalry regiments. Soviet tank forces

had di sarmed the Polish regi ment anadthe Balks. brecaliagned t hei
feeling of pain and disgust that those who were Polish citizens should behave so treacférously.

Anot her Polish soldier reported a similar occurrence
1939 Iwasguardedly Jewi sh militia, who often treated for mer
According to Karli ki, the behaviour of the Jewish ¢

Soviets’®* Anot her report comes f raftenhisSdagunei by the Sovisksuwas z aba, w
guarded by local Jews i g u m&’c z

Additional examples of the despicable behaviour of
of war, who were showered with abuse and whose eagles and military distie&osgorn from their
uni forms, are noted by Ge n®Hvenlformatpeqdantrireswould nmodber s and
counted on for an act of kindness.

When Stanisgaw Mi | ecanmanissioned lofficer an the Erentier Befenca Ganpss wa
taken captive and held in a freight wagon full of Polish prisoners of war, he spotted a Jew by the name of
Szmul from his native Ciechan-w guarding the station:
militiaman, to bring some water for the iyi prisoners. Enraged, Szmul rushed over to wagon, hurled

*®Memoirs of Zofia Orgowska, AM-j Wo§y@® (in tThjgo, aut hor os

pami Aitng Wrajcgaév: Pol skie Towarzystwo Ludoznawcze we Wrocg:
deportation in February 1940.

2°Adol f Kbgbdbyeje i s n y(: P rDuzsi zekj -ew : p rAaj wadkzsi ,welé9 96 ) , 74.
297 Richard C. Lukas, edQut of the Inferno: Poles Remember the Holocduekington: The University Press of
Kentucky, 1989), 340.

st anisglar Bu@gkie birPaovee sr ehcaorr d o f  a i Toronto@tarduly\@s, $982. escapes, 0
The publication of this |letter, written in the authoros of
mail from several Jews.

®Mar ek Dere@ f NiNasePpzieknikdoyembemly18, 2001.

300Piotrowski,Po | andds 5HR63 magsed anKitystyna Kerstdho | acy , tydzi, komuni zm: Anat

19391968( War s aw: Ni ezal eUna Oficyna Wydawnicza, 1992), 26, 31.
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insults at Milczarczyk, and jabbed at him with his bayonet. Just a short while ago Szmul had sold fruit to
Milczarczyk, who owned a small groceré6s shop in his
In the city ofO s t rin-Vglhynia, local Jews and Ukrainians started to apprehend Polish soldiers on their
own intiative, already on September 17, 18%9.
NearKostopo] just before their execution by the Soviets,

When the column was being marched through the town, theJewal spat at the Polish soldiers, heaped the
foulest epithets upon them, and threw rocks at tHfém.

As a column of Polish prisoners of war was being led by Red Army men through the nearly empty streets
of Wgodzi mi erizn Wohljey &S &1iil y morning hour s, a yobung Jew n
bitches. Youdl | now get what you deserve. ltds good
who stood nearby were in tears. The contrast was striking.

General Jan Lachowicz filed the following report about his internmefirel Volhynia:

On September 28, we received orders to 6épack wupo6 and
most of the officers of our platoon and many others framowus military formations. We were escorted in a

column to the barracks by a civilian guard with red armbands and former Polish oldiéostunately all

of them were Polish Jews. We moved outé Our escort co
Pdish riflesé After a ti me, a rabble of young Jews ga
with us on the sidewalks and shouting insults at us. What is worse, they soon began to spit at us and here and

there even pelted our column with rocks.

In Zaleszczykinear the Romanian border, a Polish prisoner of war recalled his fate, typical of many
Polish soldiers:

On September 1B | was taken captive by the Bolsheviks. | was wounded and was taken to the hospital in

Zaleszczyki. Our fate was hible. The NKVD handed us over to Jews armed with rifles and guns. These

were Polish Jews in civilian clothes with armbands. They treated the wounded soldiers with unusual brutality.

They struck us and kicked us. They searched out officers and handedveerto the NKVD. They

screamed at us that we were bourgeois lackeys who had sucked their blood, and that they would now suck

our bl ood. They hurled many insults at wus which | wWo n
profanities on ug®

Attitudes had not changed when bedraggled Polish pr
Soviet Ukraine, the following summer: AThe sidewal ks
Pansd é They |l ook &f us with hostility.o

301 Account of Marek Jan Chodakiewi€zi n t he aut hor6s possession).

302SiemaszkoandSiemaszl&lo,udob-jstwo dokonane przez nacjonalist-w ukra

1939 1945,vol. 1, 985.

303

Testimony of Edmund Zaremba in Jerzy PRIc a st ows ki , i G\izei peo dsl K gejPea@psaviic y ? o
no. 3 (1995): 104; also found iR Ndgnrrzykil99P @jblMikRdt@®nd St ani sg
1996), 56.

MAccount of Zygmunt K .MoD Neb rzodwesrkzi e nii ne  Ro wbi odEsskzi e, W99k a mi we Wwr

During their detention these Polish soldiers had been guarded by a Jew, who had acquired the mannerisms of the Soviet
security police. Ibid., 198.

305 Liszewski, Wojna polskesowiecka 1939 y.2656 6 ; S z a Wgjma palskesowiecka 19391995, 1997), vol.
2, 156.

account no. A3 &4 jian Ztwd rNe®u Radzi eckil26go na Pol skfi 17 wr ze

"Memoirs of Czesgaw BlicharskilydeswsktednanKMaesaall, WiShoduo]
okupacj N s dwd 4 Bdgn Kiafathp Rdomskiego Towarzystwa Naukowegol, 34, no. 1 (1999):

111. Blicharski also recalled that a Jewish nurse in Kiev refused to treat a seriously ill prisoner because he was a Pole.
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The tredament of Polish prisoners of war by the ordinary Jewish civilian population of Smdepied
Eastern Poland has no parallel anywhere else in occupied Eltajethat time, in Germaccupied
Poland, Jews were not being hunted down in this manner (exgephnic German®?), but rather, like the
Poles, faced random terror. There the plight of prisoners of war and refugees, regardless of nationality or
religion, elicited widespread sympathy on the part of the Poles. As one Jew who served in the Polish army
put it, Awhat an ideal brotherhood existed between P
Polish peasant *%(&moergiJews dn Eastein iPgland sidwéver, such solidarity rarely
extended beyond offering relief to Jewish refugeemfthe German zone.)

Nor is there any record of Jewish captives being publicly harassed and abused by Poles, as Poles were in
the Soviet zond™ When Jews, whether soldiers or civilians, were interned or fled or were expelled from
their homes by the Gelans, many Poles came to their assistatfdeloreover, there are numerous Jewish

308 Using the methodology of Jan T. Gross, it is worth pointing out that Béweisayal and denunciations of Poles are

a recurring theme with a long tradition in Polish history. Not only can conditions in September 1939 be compared to

those during the Bolshevik invasion of 1920, but comparisons can also be found in earlier periedample, after

the failure of the Polish wuprising in Pozna® (the cradle ¢
Prussian flags and made a point of demonstrating their loyalties by engagingRwolasitirhetoric and abusing Psiii

insurgents who were marched in the streets of the city. These scenes even filled German Colonel von Brandt with deep

di sgust. See ANy poniky&€hio@naKenlgjr,es919) , 18, which cites J.
Wy padKki pozn®&EBPkiemcw ©Ookw YvYon Bismarck, Germanyés chancell
an authority on the subject matter, told A. Tatishchev, AW

for espionage?o0

309 A diary by a Jedw tthemf &l ldFfwirrrgoomdeSept ember 9, 1939: ALo
waiting for passing Jews, mercilessly attacking them, snipping beards, plucking hair until blood flows, aglow with

sadistic enjoyment at their wild sport. This has become their iNdtMission, and they perform it with the proverbial

Ger man thoroughness. 0 Ha&suthdmdsttheHRainszAaGhronicl® of Jeawish Youwttt in then ,

War (New York: Scopus Publishing Company, 1941), 14.

310 calel PerechodnikAm | a Murdere?: Testament of a Jewish Ghetto PolicenfBoulder, Colorado: Westview

Press/ Harper Collins, 1996) , 1. Perechodni k marched west war
Eastern Poland.

311 cases have also been recorded of Jews in thea@Garmz on e o penly abusing Polish prison
a second lieutenant in the™ Bection (Platoon) of the Light Artillery, was taken captive after the surrender of Warsaw

on September 27, 1939, Polish officers who were marched through sma#i tmtside Warsaw on their way to
detention camps were spat at by Jews. Based on the account
underscore that similar incidents in the Soviet zone had nothing to do with mere gratitude férbeitng e d 6 fr om t he
Germans.

2 Apbraham Lewin, a Warsaw rabbi, recorded: il have heard
momentous day, 6 September 1939, and were given shelter, hospitality and food by Polish peasants who did not ask for
anypaymeh f or their hel pACQGup&deaars: AlDiary of thenWdrsawGhaifaxford and New

York: Basil Black in association with the Institute for Poli#wish Studies, Oxford, 1988), 124. In Sandomierz, for

example, Bishop Jan Kanty Lorek, wth& agr eement of the Polish town council,
intercede on behalf of a very large number of Jewish men taken from Sandomierz and interned iraancepgnin
Zochcinek, near Opat - w. After omm pawmeptoplfeconhei Bewsomwer
remember that autumn evening as |l ong columns of [ Jewi sh] I
was dark, the eyes of those men glowed with sincere appreciation. Prayers in my intention anafimBigtaip
Lorekds took place in the Saubdomai@rkapgnamowuew Hbougiaejwewk

(Warsaw: Akademia Teologii Katolickiej, 1984), 282. This information is confirme&tm ezkerd Whenever |

Remember: Memorial Book of tdewish Community in Tzoyzmir (Sandomigiial Aviv: Association of Tzoyzmir

Jews, 1993), 56% 6 : AAfter our release, we heard that Nuske Kleinm
evaded the march to Zochcin, asked the Polish priest, professoraSays k i [ Adam SzymaGEGski, t he
diocesan seminary], who was known as a friend of Jews, to intervene with the Germans on our behalf. He immediately

got in touch with the German authorities in town. We also heard that the Sandomierz Bishop eliaintesvened

wi t h t he aut horities on our behal f. o I n Rzesz- - w, Pol i sh
prisoners of war, both Poles and Jews, taken during the September campaign, by bringing them kettles of food to the

school yard wher t hey wer e guar dhedewihyhostapes frof &olbumszowa refusid to eat non
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kosher food and |iterally starved. I owned a few fizlotyo (
me some chocolate in town. They fulfilled/mequest and that chocolate was the only food the Jewish hostages would

eat. The nuns let me know of the horrible misfortune befalling the Jews of Rzeszow caused by the German army right

after the begi nrBeenhge testimonyt diteim Bakviress Memarial do the Brzozow Community,

Abraham Levite, ed. (Israel: The Survivors of Brzozow, 1984)99% . The Franciscan friary in N
Warsaw, headed by Father Maksymilian Kolbe, took in and cared for approximately 1,500 Jews expel\&eédstern

Poland in 19301940, with local residents helping out. See Patricia Treedéan for Others: Maximilian Kolbe, Saint

of Auschwitz(New York: Harper & Row, 1982; reissued by Our Sunday Visitor, Hutington, Indiana®39&nd

especially the wals of praise by the Jewish guestn January 2, 1940, Emanuel Ringelblum wrote in his diary,

Kronika getta warsziswykize@EValrosdaBw:e s Ce FEt 419819k , 1983), at 68
behaviour of the Franciscans toward 1,300 Jewish refugees (500 from Kalisz, 500 from Lublin, and some 300 from
Pozna® was veryefahemrabtemmdtteyi gas in their buildings a
even giving t hnehasusmmer af L1990, when the iGerinan®expelled the Jews from the town of Konin

to the General Government, aghtdo emphasizehtlee hedpxwe eelcdivedefrem thee c al | e d :
priest of Grodziec, who occupied himself with handing out coffee and tea to us, and distributing milk to the children.

Until late into the night there were warm kettles in the square. Bread was also givBesides that, the priest went

around appealing to the peasants to give accommodation to
sought an opportunity to arrest him and this happened after he helped the Jews in Grodziec. Soon aftemvards cam

news of his deat hKain: 3 Qeesi{dohdern JorihanCape,n1895), 163. Henryk Lubraniecki,

who was confined in the ghetto in KroSniewice near Kutno,
great deal . 0 SefieP odraomya PSil earkp axc kvao,b e ¢ j uu dMao $ o/i, 0 Uy dho wAsl kei kesja
Namys g@,ag§gd d anatpeisttichwerenach wcielonych do RzeszWar s a w: I nstyt uit Pami fnci

Komi sja $Scigania Zbrodni pr zeci wkan displays of datidarity, vihicH ceukdi e mu 200
be multiplied, continued throughout the war, undeterred by reports of Jewish conduct in the SoviBahdm&himon

Huberband, an inmate of a labour camp in Kampinos, near Warsaw, in April and May 1941, recalled in his book,

Kiddush Hashem: Jewish Religious and Grdt Life in Poland During the HolocaugHoboken, New Jersey: Ktav
Publishing House, and Yeshiva University Press, 1987), at
sermons about us in church every Sunday. He forcefully called upornttetia® population to assist us in all possible

ways. And he also attacked the guards and the Christian camp administrators, referring to them as Antichrists. He

harshly condemned the guards who beat and murdered the unfortunate Jewish inmates s marcilesé We mar c hed
through the village. We were given a warm farewell by the
Kampinos, a great deal. Many of us owed ourlniResnd@& tdhe w
stronghold of the National Democratic (Endek) Party, relations with the Jews imprisoned in the Stadion labour camp in

1941 1943 were amicable. Samuel Bronowski, who appeared as a witness in the trial of Arthur Greiser, Gauleiter of

the secalled War t hel and, made the following deposition before
possible was aid in kind by supplying food. In the camp we received 200 grams of bread and one litre of turnip soup

per day. Obviously, those who had no hifpm outside were bound to die within a short time. A committee was

formed in Pozna® for the collection of food. This was no
coupon system. Many a time, we received bigger parcels which reacherteity s¢ the construction sites where we

worked and met the Polish people. Parcels were also thrown into the camp by night. It is not easy to describe the

attitude of the civilian population outside the c@p say that it was friendly, would be too KtIThere was marked
compassion. There has not been a single case in PoznaE of
has not been a single case on the construction site of a foreman striking a Jew without immediate reaction on the part of

the Polishcevor kers. Those Jews who survived did so only thanks t
Maks Moszkowicz, anot her inmate of the Stadion | abour c¢amj
stress that the behaviourofh e Pol i sh popul ation in Pozna® towards wus, t h
when our labour battalions were coming out of the camp, p&aplestly womed waited for us in the street in order

to throw us food in spite of severe interdictionspnd ni shment . 0 See WigheBlgod §hadiniBar t os z e ws |
Us: Pages From the History of Help to the Jews in Occupied Pqlfadsaw: Interpresd970), 225. Poles forced to

work as guards at Geman labour camps in Western Polish terrirtories annéxedrRech were notorious for their lax

behavoiur toward Jewish inmates, as German police reports show, and allowed Polish peasants to give food to Jewish

work patrols.See Dorota Sierpack&i, Post awy Pol ak-w wobec ludnoScys@ogdowski ej
Z a g § ad a natpglskichwterenach wecielonych do Rze36. Szejndla Gutkowicz, an inmate of a camp in

Pomi ech- - wek, near Modl i n, recal l ed: AThe Polish populati or
fruit, but the guards did not allv us to get too close to them. Those prisoners who were sent for water also collected

gi fts of bread, mi |l k and whatever was atvyad 4 iabive r €f e mc jtih
ciechanowskiej 1939942( War s a w: Pa@Est wowe WPsHal8HaRutb Cywey Stdnrarecklledvites

help Jewish prisoner received from Poles in the Hasag camp

We Remember: Testimonies of Twdoty Members of Kibbutz Megiddo Who Survived the Holoc@at York:
Shengold, 1994), 177, 179. Eugenia Biber recalled the assistance the young Jewish inmates of a work camp on the
D¥fwina River received from the || ocal Polish Ppumpaul ati on. S
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accounts from the German zone from this same period attesting to the fact that Jewish soldiers were
frequently protected by their fellow Polish soldiers when asked to idehgéfypgelves by the Germafts.

nieprowincjonalna38l. Lo n Bor kowsKki , who survived hard | abour camps i
many hel pful Polish | abourers he and ot her Pldwaicsyh tpyrdizssoner
1939 1945 304 306. Janka Altman, a Jewish woman whosuwed t he Janowska concentration
was rescued by Poles (she was sheltered, among other places, in an orphanage in Poronin near Zakopane along with

many Jewish children), offered the fol | @evipattye atime,passi onate
am full of admiration for the courage and dedication ¢é of
lives on the line. | do not know if we Jews, in the face of the tragedy of another nation, would be eqablly aihis

kind of sacrifice. 0 See Markerky pArocnzi ynEsikti e gaontda OWi €Zs gdazwi eH a lwc er
Polsce 193P1945, Second revised and expanded edition (Warsaw: Czytelnik, 1983), 264. On the other hand, the

concern of Jews often exwed no further than their own community. When a camp for prisoners of war, among them

Jews, was established outside the <city of Szydgowi ec in

concerned; the most important thing now was to get them [i.eJes] out of that camp. Whenever one of them

showed up in town on a work detail, he was quickly provide
war prisoners were finally moved from SzWidll otwe ierc, @ Gkmren ival

of Destructi on, Bzydlowiec Blemotial BodhNpw Yiork: Shildlowtzer Benevolent Association in
New York, 1989), 96.

BWhen the ar my wunit of Lieutenant Stanisgaw Strzagkowski
he openly protested the German order to segregate Jewish prisoners of war from Christian ones. The German
Wehrmacht officer in charge told him thia¢ was fortunate that he was not dealing with an SS officer because he

would have been executed on the spot .Gazsta(@ntafiokeditoy) powi ni er
August 2127, 1998. Martin Zaidenstadt, a Jewish soldier in the Polisly atho was captured at the beginning of the

war and transferred from a prisor@ffwar camp t o Dachau, recall ed: AWhen the |
forward, my Polish comrades held me back and pmdétected me
f o r dcazetteg(®Montreal), October 27, 1997 (reprinted from thew York Timégs See also Timothy W. Rybackhe

Last Survivor: In Search of Martin Zaidenstatitew York: Pantheon Books/Random House, 1999), 123; this book

provides a further examphl 161. Giterman, who held a position of authority in the Warsaw ghetto, recalled the Poles

with whom he was interned in a German prisemiewar camp with great admiration: their solidarity and friendship

toward the Jewish inmates was universal. See Rihge, Kronika getta warszawskieg620. Sydney W., who was

wounded during the fighting in September 1939 and interned in a prsbaar camp in Radom, was warned by a

Polish officer not to reveal his Jewish identity to the Germans. A prewar Polishlbeigur of hi s from Pugtus
help of a member of the National Democratic Party (an AENd
operation. In the hospital, a Catholic priest helped to maintain his cover by taking him into the yehwey 8/. was

eventually released, along with the other prisoners, when the camp was dissolved. See SdHotrdaldt Memoirs,

2939 5. Rev. J-zef C z a ¢"Ibatallian lofethe @ dlish @rimg $tationesl fin Tarrogol, dched for

Mendel (Matin) Helicher, a Jewish officer in the Polish army who was taken prisoner by the Germans in September

1939 and held in a prisonef-war camp in Gorlice. After a medical examination Helicher was identified as a Jew and

imprisoned. Two Polish officers fromarnopol and the priest intervened on his behalf with the camp officials. The

chaplain maintained that Helicher was a Catholic who had been circumcised as a result of an operation, and thus

secured his release from prison. Haim Preshel, Mikulince: Seér yizkor (Israel: Organization of Mikulincean

Survivors in Israel and in the United States of America, 1985), 104Another Jewish soldier, who was injured when

his unit was captured by the Germans on October 5, 1939, was cared for by Polish nu@asinfit.Hospital in

Radom. One fAvery kindod nun helped him contact his mother
Polish lady in Lw-w, where he headed, Afwho was dpoor but ve
AOBNdEi €md a( 6Be Polishd), with its wunspoken iimplication:

Jewish family decided to enrol in the komsomol. See K.S. KBetiveen Two Worlds: The Life of a Young Pole in

Russia, 193046 (New York: A New Republiook/Henry Holt and Company, 1986),i194 . (Al'though the aut
parents were Jews and atheists they sent him to a Catholic high school run by priests where he was exempted from
religious teaching. Kar ol st at ess d&dhiartt yh eY ifidwadso nwehviecrh piesr svoen
given that in Toront o, for exampl e, in the 19306s and 194
Christian neighbourhoods were frequently assaulted. The internationally acclaimed architect Frgnkvid@ grew

up in then Protestant Ontario, recall ed: iln Canada when |
that had signs saying NO JEWS ALLOWED. | used to get bea
E x p e r i Téme dMagazine),June 26, 2000, 52. In the case of Poland, such incidents are magnified through the

prism of poverty and lack of opportunity that all of her citizens faced.) Jerzy Mirewicz, a Jesuit priest, was instrumental

in the escape of seventeen Jewish piéss of war from a camp on Lipowa Street in Lublin in 1940; these Jews made it

to relative safety of the Soviet zone and some of them returned to Lublin with the Soviet forces in 1944. Two of those

whom Fr. Mirewicz had rescued wanted nothing to do with, Hearing exile to Siberia by the Communist Lublin

Government on the suspicion of having collaborated with a sympathizer of the exiled Polish Government. See Vincent
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(The vast majority of Jews in the Polish army did, however, identify themselves to the Germans as Jews.
Their immediate fate did not prove to be worse than that of Polish s@ldam®st all of the Jews were
soon released and ailed to return to their homes. On the other hand, many Polish soldiers were held as
prisoners for the entire war.)

The hunt for and denunciation of Polish officers and officials by local collaborators did not subside with
the Soviet entry. It continuedell into the Soviet occupation, as the following examples show.

Still making their way home to Volhynia in October 1939, two soldiers who had served in the Frontier
Defence Corps were stopped by two Jewish militiamen armed with Polish rifassipnror t h  of L w- w.
Knowing the fate that awaited timein the local commissariat, they seized their rifles and gave the Jewish
militiamen a good thrashing before escaping. One of the Poles could not remain for long in his home town
of Kl ewa &, or afterwards in Lw- w, wshmitiasside wasf t he vi |
eventually apprehended nédia § k in Mareh 1940 when he attempted to cross over to the German zone.
While the Pole was interned in an NKVD prison, a young Jewish interpreter demonstrated great zeal in
eliciting information from hirrin the course of his interrogatidtf.

A group of fourteen members of the nascent Polish un
Walki Zbrojnej, the precursor of the Home Army), was arrestdd w - iv March and April 1940. After
undergoing sbw trials, all but one of them were executed the following February. Their families were
deported to the Soviet interior. The chief interrogator, who subjected them to brutal torture during their
detention in Lw-w, was a J eliebebspn), & Bemior fieatenant af the E . M. L
NKVD.**Li bensonds name also appears in oif°Adewispri soners
resident ofMa c i eip Vohynia, described the impact of the mistreatment of prisoergolice on
ordinary citizers who happened to hear the cries of victims:

We lived in our home which was a two family house built in the las. 2With the arrival of the Soviets the
tenant that shared the house with us was evicted and the local council moved its office theh®ffotime
without paying any rent. Afterwards the police moved in for a period of six months. We were warned by the
commanding officer to see, to hear and to keep quiet-déampliance would man eviction from our own
home.

The office of the police imrrogator was adjacent to our room. Interrogation of suspects hostile to the
Soviet regime, both Jews and néews would take place late at night. The interrogations were conducted
aggressively with beating until blood ran. Screaming, abuse, insult afb omas heard when the
interrogated insisted he was innocent. One night | was awakened by screaming and | heard the suspect
begging his interrogator to stop torturing him and to do away with him by hanging. The answ@Neakn
not hang our enemies weasit them like dog$.| couldn't stand any more of the horror thaghtiand | ran
out of the house.

And so we adhered to the warning and kept our mouths shut. After six hard months the militia moved out
and joined their offices with the NKVE’

A Pole, whose remnant group of the defeated Polish army was captured by the Soviets as late as February

A. Lapomarda;The Jesuits and the Third Reiflrewiston/Queenston and Lampeter: The Ediiellen Press, 1989),

129 31. One would be hasdressed to find a similar collective display of solidarity on the part of Jews toward Poles in

the Soviet zone, although individual acts of compassion did occur, examples of which are noted later on. titleen the
turned in 1941, the attitude of the Polish population toward Soviet prisoners of war was also generally friendly and, to
the extent possible, helpful. Poles interceded, usually with no success, on behalf of Soviet prisoners, who were
routinely mistrated brutally by the Germans, and hid many Soviet prisoners who managed to escape sure death at
German hands. Alarmed, the Germans issued an order forbidding any form of assistance under penalty of death or life

imprisonment. See Tomasz Szardtay ci e codzi enne w stolicach okupowanej Eur
wydaK Wa€Es aw: PaEstwowy | nstiydtut Wydawniczy, 1995) , 173
314Henryk Jerzewski, #fSzal aiNasza\PdlsKaeptemhers| 1999 a Uy dowska é, 0

S5 Ubi et aProtes tzeemastidarsaw: Volumen, 1998), 49assim

SAaccount of Rev. W@ o d z i miPeemicza@e zbrGsi&2b. , quoted in Nowak,

4 The Survival of Avr um Ar )seabl R&eujce Relviewanuaryi4n2§10, Wernét:d War [

<http:/Mmww.israelbehindthenews.com/bin/content.cgi?ID=3856&g=1
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1940, recalled his imprisonment Bii a § yarsdB o k& ,enfidre he was told by a Jewish major of the
NKVD that Poland would never rise again. The mood among the jailers, on learning of the defeat of France
in June of that year, was indicative of which side and what values they were rooting f

The joy of the NKVD, consisting mostly of the Jews who interrogated us, was indescribable. They were
el ated. The Soviet Union would now divide Europe with
state of unconsciousness. That for us wasnbst difficult time. All hope had evaporaf&d.

8account of Stani sgaw Karol ki ewicz in fAHonor musi miel s

World Association of Soldiers of the Home Army conducted by Andrzej KurGajeta(Toronto), October 24, 1998
(no. 190): 18.
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CHAPTER FIVE

The Persecution and Murder of Polish Policeme@fficials,
Political Figures, Landowners, Clergymen, and Settlers

Numerous testimonies attest to the prominent role played by Jews imilitias and revolutionary
committees that sprung up both spontaneously and at Soviet urging. These entities often played a decisive
part in getting the new regime and its machinery of repression off the ground. Their activities were
buttressed by large mbers of individual collaborators acting on their own initiative in furtherance of the
Soviet cause.

Throughout Eastern Polandhilitias and revolutionary committeesere formed by localJewish,
Belorussian and Ukrainiapro-Soviet elements One of thefirst tasks undertaken by the militias was
disarming the remnants of the Polish state police in anticipation of the arrival of the Red Army. With the
blessing of the Soviet invaders, local collaborators apprehended, robbed, and even murdered Polish
official s , pol i cemen, teacher s, politicians, community | |
settlersp the soecalled enemies of the people. They also robbad set fire to Polish property and
destroyed Polish national and religious monuments.eSoafr murders of individuals and groups have been
recorded. Plundering of Polish property took on massive proportions, with the spoils enriching the
collaboratorsoé fami™ ies and their community.

One of the earliest and most heinous crimes was the mofdescorePoles or possibly morein the
vilage ofBr z 0 s t o wrear Grodi@gaxnival of violence explodeah Septembel7i 18, before the
Soviets were installed in the area. A {fommunist band with red armbands and armed with blades and
axes, consisting of Jews and Belorussians and led by a Jeadsh by the name of Zusko Ajzik, entered
the village, dragged people out of their houses screaming, and cruelly massacred the entire Polish
population possibly as many dity people The victims included Count Antoni
Ludwika, Hs brothefin-law Zygmunt WoyniczSi ano Unc ki |, the county reeve af
accountant, the mailman, and the local teacher. The victims of this orgy of violence were tortured, tied with
barbed wire, pummelled with sticks, forced to swallow quickl thrown into a ditch and buried alive. The
paralyzed Countess Ludwi ka Wogkowicka was dragged to
ordered by tak Motyl, a Jew who headed the revolutio
composed bJews and Belorussians. Typically, the culprits were never punished. On the contrary, the
NKVD officers pr ai sceodn stchieonu sfooractth einrs . AicAlj&zd sk became |
cooperative and several others were accepted into the militexracist aspect ofithbloodbath however,
is undeniable: only members of the Polish minority perished at the hands of théiblsinneighbous
Stalinés wi | ¥iThe tyazie, wieoavare riobvare ariginal buéregood learners of genocide
techniques, doubtless emulated the neighiooemeighbour violence that was carried out with impunity
under Soviet auspices in 1939, when they entered these territories in the summer of 1941.

Janusz Brochwict e wi @&Es ki an of fi cmankofcapdralin 1989, was aapturedibped t he
the Soviets nead® t o JHe evas.one of fifteen Poles, among them a judge, a pastor, a chaplain, a teacher,
and several civil servants, taken before an NKVD tribunal in groups of five and sentenced to death.

318 Liszewski, Wojna polskesowiecka 1939 r.75; KrajewskiNa Zi e mi N 07y StrzemboszZkugasja

sowiecka (19301 94 1) w Swietl e 16a Py thd Soded kegimeewas installed, thesmes
collaborators were rewarded with positions in the official militia and local administration. See Strzembosz, ibid., 21.

320 Krzysztof JasiewiczL i st a str at z i e milg4EHyarsaw: Ppnodhifak1i93b)y a7, 11BEB 7D
Wierzbicki,PolacyiB agor usi ni w Z®&7%D20;r zz ssWdgna pedskésdowiacka 19391995, 1997),

vol . 1, 370; Wojciech Wybr an o wNakziDzienfikgaptemberl4,i200%; yVojciest | bo byl
Wy branowski, #ASN NaszDziensiiSepemberstadl k o0 @1p Wojciech Wybranowski
przyszl| NaszDoemikS@ pt e mber 23, 2001; Wojciech Wybranowski, i D
Pol akach w Brzostowicy Mage]j ut k nn gNasz Dzienmk@ctobey2n20@2u n k c i e : K §
Wojciech Wybranowski, AfDochodzenie | PN po pubNaszkacij i 6 Na :
Dziennik,February 24, 2005. According to another version, the victims were shot. Ajzik was reportedly executed by

the GermansinJune1®4 on the site of the massacre of the Wogkowickis
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Fortunately, his group managed to escape while being transported to their unknown execution site. The
other ten condemned Poles were executed by firing squad. While Brodhwior i Es K i was i mprison
Stogpce, an NKVD officer nhsdde atldcadJewoamdsheént 6o weds ome:
formed Red militia who fingered Polish officers andmembers of the educated class, now dghealled
enemies of the people, by their occupation: judge, teacher, policeman, civil servantrafogest
landowner?!

Equally despicable were the murders of Catholic clergymen carried out by roving gangs of Jews and
Bel orussians in September 1939, such &ksundzigneat of Rev.
Sgoni m, and those of ReMuracigzkin @eari Ww@o dpwskandptabeéol a
the Jesuit $% /& gangsofjJews artl Belarussians pekted rocks at Rev. Adam Udalski in
Wo § o. Burprisingly, he was rescued by Chona Rogowin, a Jewish Communist, whose family Rev.
Udalski had assisted while Rogowin was incarcerated before the war for his subversive aasvities
Communist?® A rabble of preSovi et Jews and Belorussians came to a]
pastor ofNalibokinear Stogpce, i nt e n dtd thegSowet authoeities or to pokstblp d hi m o
lynch him (as had been done in other localities). A large gathering of parishioners foiled these plans,
allowing Rev. Bajko to escape before the arrival of the NK¥/D.

Henr yk Poszwi EBski, Zdké,oga ewvawn magar Nfowogr - dek, pr
description of the Anew ordero in his town:

In ZdzifAciog a Jewi sh woman by the name of Josiel ewi c:
which was organized even before the arrival of the Soviey.ar
The local police left town just after the Red Army had crossed the border. On the evening of September
17" | was informed that a band of criminals released from jail was getting ready to rob some stores. | called
a meeting of the fire brigade aciVilian guard and these two organizations began to provide security in our
town. The stores were spared but the [criminal] bands attacked the defenceless civilians who were escaping
eastward from the Germans. The culprits stripped them of their clottees and anything else they had on
them. Those who resisted were cruelly killed on the spot. Outside the town, roadside ditches were strewn

with dead peopl e. € The revolutionary committee, which
stood by dly while all this was taking place.
In the morning hours of September™8 a s mal | detachment of the Polish ar

was a field hospital team transported in a dozen or so-doasen carriages. The convoy consisted of thirty
soldiers led by a sergeant. The revolutionary committee attempted to stalisarrd them. The soldiers
discharged a volley of gunfire into the air. The revolutionary committee ran out of town in a stampede and

hid in the thickets of the municipal cemetery. &
In the afternoon hours of Septembel"1e Soviet army entered Nowgr - dek. That evening the
Soviet tanks arrived in Zdzinfdciog. The entire revol uti
greet the invaders shouting: fiLong |ive the great St al
The revolutionary committee ordered owners to display red flags from their houses. The Poles cried like
children as they tore the white portion off the [red a

In the morning hours of Septembet™.@ Jew from the revolutionary canittee came to the town hall and
advised me that | was being summoned by the committee to attend a meeting concerning an epidemic of foot
andmout h di sease which had broken out among some cattl e
what | had beerold to be true, | immediately got up from my desk and accompanied that man to the
headquarters of the committee located at the other end of town. | had to wait about an hour before | was taken

#lMateusz Wy r wi ¢ h, fiTRyogvord-nti kz Sk pitstaabreasS,i®, 200 3 ; Mi chag Wog:«

silny pPhkestvat po: Bi ul etyn Bi unoal (1B(200]): 108 heee@EslOOM0a Nar odowego

3223 7 a w § oMejaskpdlskesowiecka 19391995, 1997), vol. 1, 360.

323

Account s of Ksawery Suchocki , Emilia Suchocka, and Jani
<http://www.iwieniec.plewako.pl/martyrologia/dorastanie.htm
324 Wierzbicki,Po | acy i Bi agor us ilib When theaGermans iavadectiei SeviekUnion, in June

1941, reportedly an unnamed priest, who allegedly was known as a notorie8srait#, intervened on behalf of Jews

who were beset in Naliboly local bands. See Cholawskyhe Jews of Bielorussia during World War 2[72. Rev.

Baj ko assisted Jews in other ways during the German occup
locked in a barn and burned alive in August 1943 on suspioc o f hel ping Jews and parti s
Z aj Nc z Martwrs df Charity,Part One (Washington, D.C.: St. Maximilian Kolbe Foundation, 1987), Entry 378.
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to the chairwomands officewuweDpricngrehatf ttihme firevbseat Vv
people surrounded the committee premises; most of them were women who had broken out in tears and were
wailing. AReturn our stolen property!o they cried. fRe
People who had been badly beaten occupied the corners of the room; most of them were refugees fleeing
the Germans. The committee members, who were dressed in civilian clothes with red armbands and had
Soviet stars on their hats, carried rifles or revolwertheir hands and competed with each other in brutally
mistreating these people. It was a sight that | had difficulty countenancing.
After about an hourés wait the door was thrown open a

Whenlenteredhot i ced three rifle barrels pointed at me. One
hands and turned to the <chairwoman. A Wh at have | don
Al t hough she knew Polish wedd ,6 widlolsifeil mdvi ezt riep!| dwee ¢ ourt

After being searched [and stripped of all my personal effects] | was instructed to move toward the table
occupied by Josielewicz, the chairwoman, and by a Soviet NKVD officer. The officer removed a form from

hisbagad started to complete it. é The 1| ast portion of t
imprisonment. Before filling it out, the NKVD officer turned to the chairwoman and asked what to enter. The

chairwoman replied, fi Hpeadtsr iao tP, o Itihseh foofrfnmecre rma yao rP oolfi sthh e
reason enough. o6 The NKVD officer wrote in this portion

After filling out this form, three committee members escorted me to police detention. In a small detention
room built tohold no more than four people for a short period, there were tvlerety people who had been
arrested. Unable to sit down in that crowded place, we had to stand one next to another the whole time.
People fainted from lack of air and had to relieve théreseon the spot. Among those arrested were school
principals, county reeves, village administrators, officials and various other people who had escaped eastward
from the Ger mans, as wel |l as a priest whoortteyten repea
know not what they do. o
We spent almost an entire day in this place of detention. Finally, on Septerfibere2®ere put in a truck

and taken to the jail in Nowogr - -dek. During the entir
lying on the floor of the truck used to transport coal while four Jews from the revolutionary committee
watched over wus with rifles in their hands. Every now
heads, or youdll get a bullet in your skull .o

Along the road over which the truck moved slowly we encountered in many places Soviet artillery going in

the opposite direction. Soviet soldiers would approact

carrying and where are you going?o

AiWebrma&ki ng Poles to the jail,o0o the guards would answer
iwWhat have they done wrong?bo
iThey havendét done anyt hi%*g. Itéds enough that theyodre

In Baranowicze Jews filled the ranks of the Red militia and denounced Polish officers, policemen,
teachers, and government officials to the NKVD. At night black-bike carriages arrived at the homes of
these people. They were loaded on and taken to the train station, from where they were deported to the
Gulag never to be heard from ag&ifiAmong those mested with the assistance of local Jews was the

sister of Bogusgaw J. Jndrzejec and eight members of
the NKVD in Baranowicze; the rest of the family was deported to the Soviet interior in the wih@3f
1940%According to historian Yehuda Bauer, fAJewish agen
corner; everyone was terriffed of being denounced anc
INSgoni m

A provisional city administration was organized in Slonim, heddgd Mat v e i Kol otov, a Jew fr

Kol otov i mmediately began organizing a fAWorkers Guaro

maintain order in the city. Heading this Guard was Cha
325Henryk P 8powli Golwii,cz@Ldowmdoeond@®hiucyna Poeil5 w i Mal arzy, 196

3%account of Bronisgaw StankiséWMdez HeasygudaedkowskPenher Rai

(Warsaw: Ksi NUOka Polska, 1995), 170.
7B o gus §aw JIWa lJkiad riZKegpbesceiandiRybnik: n.p., 1996), 105, as cited in Noviizemilzane
zbrodnie 117.

328

Yehuda Bauer, iJewi sh B¥Yad\ashenwStudiasgd. 31 (2003): b48. Hol ocaust , O
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€ And no s oNKWDearrivedhanlit ntadeétself felt everywhere. First they deported merchants,
manufacturer s, Polish officers and police; t hen Bundi
fikul aksdo from the villages. &dagnet®i nncocent people were

According to Polish sources, Chaim Chomsky (Chomski), who took charge of the revolutionary
commi ttee, issued instructions to have the Polish ma\)
September 18; afterwards, all traces of thayor disappearetl® Another victim was the Polish secret
policeman Jan Chmielewski, who was eventually released from jail when the Germans arrived on June 23,
1941 Chmielewski later took revenge on Leybl Bliacker havingdenounced him to the NKVE*

AJew soldier in the Polish army who found himself i
claims that the only Jews who collaborated with the Soviet invaders werg¢ longije Communi st s: A

deny that there were Jedvold-time Communis® who disa med Pol i sh detachments, 0o |
correctly, fAbut can o%e blame this on all the Jews?9d

INnDu ni g oawmallzoen near Postawy, a Jewish woman by the name of Chana led Soviet soldiers to
the home of her nei ghbouofthe BrontieeDefenOeb@oipdh Bombng o his a s er ge
wi fe she sai d,Paniiladgsitle femisineafPafd o, | ilsehr husband is in the
soldiers tore apart the house looking in vain for her husband, the sergeant. The Polish woman was taken
away instead. During her interrogation, which lasted twémty hours, she was forced to keep her hands
raised and was drenched with water until she passetout.
Another PolishPani, Mrs. Kwiatkowska, was arrested by the Jewish Committee on her astatehe
towns of Wo § o &hy Wiszniewsoon after the Soviet army passed through. ddéactolocal authority
rested with such groups which had sprung up like mushrooms. It was they who led the Soviet officials to
their prey. Mrs. Kwiatkowska endured Sewprisons until the end of 1949’
Witold Rozwadowski and his father were arrested on their estateKneawicze.The former was held
interned in Oszmiana, where he was murdered by a Jewish colleague who had joined the Sovi&t militia.
In Oszmiana

The temporary authorities consisted of Jews and Commun
of the town. Power was exercised with the help of the militia consisting for the most part of Jews and
Communists. The Jews and Communists served the @okshthrough denunciations out of spite and by
betraying soldiers and police out of uni form. € The
individual militiamen competed with each other in their servilify.

In Nowa Wilejkg

The positions o&uthority were filled solely by Jews and Soviet citizens, who were very well provided for in
every respect by the Soviet authorities. The latter also oversaw the agitators, who had at their disposal Jews
and local riffraff. The Soviet authorities issuélde following directives: agitation centres were established,

the socalled agitpunkts, and a large number of agitators, mostly Jews, were brought in from Soviet Russia.

329Alpert, The Destruction of Slonim JewrdQi 11.

30TadeusSosi Es&inia nowo gr - d@Marsaw: Wbjaiecly Lewiakiz2004§2.- w

331Alpert, The Destruction of Slonim Jew35, 41.

332 PerechodnikAm | a Murderer?2.

333 Account of Barbara Obuchowsiau §, as ci t e Wojna polsi@sowieukn d98$1895,,1997), vol. 1,
358 59. This Polish family was taken in by a friepdliithuanian family.

B¥Account of Mi r os§gaw KwPraemikcramesztiradnia2@ uot ed i n Nowak,

335Jasiewicz]_is'[a strat zi enilesm8t wa pol skiego 1939

336 Account of Henryk Robert Hassa (no. 3917), Archives of the Polish Ministry of Infaimatid Documentation,

Hoover Institution on War, Revolution and Peace, posted on the Internet at www.sfpol.com/zarchiwhoovera.html.
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They were ordered to hold meetings of the locatréff with Communist leaningdprmer prisoners and
Jews in order to prepare them to help out. They were ordered to hold meetings at which all things Polish, the
Polish system, and the Polish government were criticized and condemned and Polish patriots were mocked.
The public was calledn to denounce such people because they were dangerous for the Soviets, to arrest
them, and to deport them. The [Polish] public was not receptive and even replied with a furor: what for? All
of these insults and demands came from the mouths of Sovebagiand Jews.

These meetings were generally compulsory and those whc

Mass searches were carried out at the homes of former military men, policemen and civil servants, and
those people who were thought to benhifait to the Soviet Union were arrested.

The searches and arrests all took place only at night; they were carried out by the police, which was always
overseen by the NKVD. Hardly anyone came out of such a search whole; someone from the entire family
inevitably fell victim to it. Very often during the searches they seized documents, money, valuables,
photographs of former military men and policemen, and important papers, all of which simply disappeared.
The searches were entirely pro forma because thegtepsere already judged (found guilty) in advance, for
the most part by the Jewish Communists. After these people were arrested examinations and investigations
followed, and the most incredible confessions were extracted from them as a result of afl repntsssions
and torture. That was their sole and favourite goal: the destruction and wreaking rage upon the Poles. In order
to extract additional information about those Poles who still enjoyed their freedom, apart from formal
investigations, Jewish @umunists were planted in prison cells to investigate and to extract such information
from their victims.

For example, one night a group of Poles was arrested by local Jews overseen by the NKVD. The victims
were then examined atndt amtviersed gradteldo disi smgchlaghhi tting
covered with cardboard, with the spine of a book or a heavy book or a rubber club. After such investigations
people walked around hadfazed, lost consciousness briefly, or even lost their midsy of my friends
fell into this category, for example, Krawczyk, the headman of the Polish state in Nowa Wilejka, Second

Lieutenant Zygmunt Pi-rko, in the active service of t
Wilejka, and many others. Thef mer coul d not endure it and died; Pi - rk
of the brain and went insane. &

At this time they ordered the compulsory registration of the population and the issuance of temporary
identity documents or attestations for iefh the population was afraid to go and show themselves to the
Soviet authorities, at whose side local Jews sat as clerks and provided an opinion about every Pole who came
to register.

Many Poles resided there or hid without registering, which alseased the number of those arrested and
the new victims of torture. After fulfilling all of the orders of the Soviet authorities and packing part of the
Polish population into jail as a hostile element for the Soviets, they quickly embarked on theiskgxteta
election agitation, which took place on a wide scale. A large number of agitators were sent from Soviet
Russia, and these gathered the localraff to help out, such as Jews and former prisoners, not only political
ones but also others. Theyrstaed t o convoke all sorts of meetings, whi

On the scheduled meeting days agitators were dispatched to workplaces. They called a break in the work or
an earlier quitting time and led everyone to the place where thénmeeis to take place, advising them in

advance that no one was to be missing. é Meetings helo
notices were doomed. ¢éonly Jews and some poorly educat
Every meeting was graced by a largedon of uniformed and undercover police, as well as by the local

Jewi sh popul ation. éthe agitators kept repeating that

The agitators and Jews frequently raised all sorts of nonsense about General Sikorsadéneof

Pol andés government in exile] and the former Polish go

head the notion that liberation would come from General Sikorski or from England or from anyone else. At
this the Jews, agitatorsand méditi r epl i ed wi th applauseé The [ Poli sh] p o
giving any signs of life.

A committee was set up to draw up electoral lists. For the most part Jews were assigned to the committee;

they went from house to house and registerade r yone ei ghteen and over. For exar
came two Jewi sh women, accompanied by an agitator, a vy
In order to win more people over to their side, they ordered the redistribution of land semgédlish]

settlers and wealthy | andholders to | abourers, poor f a

given to themé

Premises were designated, the city was divided up into regions and an electoral committee was struck. The
electoral ommittee consisted mainly of Jews, some members of the locedffifind Soviet agitators, many
of whom were Jews too. &

The polling stations were manned by Jews, the families of Soviet agitators, and others. The elections got
underway. The mood of éPolish] population was gloomy.

96



The polling stations were full of Soviet agitators, politruks [political commissars], uniformed and
undercover police, as well as Jews and NKVD. A large number of Soviet soldiers and automobiles were
assigned to help ou. &
[Because many Poles were evading] late in the evening the agitators, Soviet soldiers, NKVD and Jews set
out in automobiles to collect eligible voters from the
Up until the last moment they did natform us officially of the fact that there was a plebiscite and the
actual purpose of the voting [namely, to sanction the incorporation of seized Polish territory into the Soviet
Uniond M.P], thus everyone [i.e. the Poles] considered this to be a big helause voting for unknown
people and unknown purposes was absurd. Even though it was forbidden to cross things off or to make
changes on the ballots, there was a lot of crossing out. Any voter who made some inappropriate gesture with
his ballot was obsered and noted by the agitators. é A few weeks
repressions and torture recommenced again on a large scale, as well as the deportation of the Polish
population to the sealled polar bear country’

A Polish womanr ecal |l s how the shopkeeper Rumkowaés son, h
townspeople well, helped the Soviets round up and arrest targeted Poles in Nowa Wilejka. When the
Germans arrived in mid@941 and the Lithuanian police started to harass the laigsssame Jewish
shopkeeper bemoaned what was happening to the Jews. The Polish woman then reminded the shopkeeper
of how her own son had behaved when the Bolsheviks arrived. Embarrassed, the Jewish woman hung her
head in silencé®

INBi agytshteo kNKVD wutilized the members of the | argely
formed before the entry of the Red Ar my, to create
from Polish soldiers. The militia carried out huge numberseairches in Polish homes. As one witness
reports, iThey | ooked for weapons in every nook and

rings and bracelets, they took it for their own use, and if one offered resistance, they were threatened with
dea®h. o

AproCommuni st committee made of Jews, which was | ed
town of Sok -, gknaor t h of Bi agystok. The Red militia, compo
me mber s, and an aggressive c o ladetl byrSzytmgn Aszkiesviczhaa me o f C

reserve officer of the Polish army, arrested many Polish officials and prominent local Poles and executed
three Polish policemen. They conducted numerous raids, looking for arms and seizing radio receivers and
photo camera¥°’AJ ewi sh bl acksmith named Abel Gabhndych shot a
of Bogusze on September 244

On October12, 1939, a Jewish neighbqur who had played in the Firefighte
and now donned a red armbatet] he NKVD to theS z y § k ih@anein £abd d -, avfamily active in
the Catholic Action movement, to arrdBtr oni Sgpa whki*Xhwe cwwas i mpri sanded i n Bi
later transferred to the prison in Gorki, in the Soviet intef@her prominent Poles werdso arrested in
Zabgud- - w pbasedoh bsts ditsiome al |l y dangerous el ementso that |
with the NKVD helped to draw uf?Ahead forester named Gabecki was s ul

¥'Account of Bronisgaw Kotlicki (no. 2042), Archives of tt

Hoover Institition on War, Revolution and Peace, posted on the Internet at www.sfpol.com/zarchiwhoovera.html.

3BoUena Korocz ycka, i Po ma g al iNasea PblskéSepitechtmem?2,999. Thpssdnme k i ch r od
woman recalled how, during the evacuation of Wilnomidi 1944, German soldiers continued to scour the town

looking for Jewish hideouts, shooting off their rifles and throwing grenades into buildings. Notwithstanding the danger,

the large group of Poles with whom she was housed, with the agreementailalh two Jewish women who came

knocking on their gate.

339 Report found in the Hoover Institute in Stanford, Californiasic i $S1 e tajny raport o okupac]
(Agencja Wydawni cdzmp.,.nd),db sp-gka z o0.o0.

340

Wierzbicki,Po |l acy i Bi agorusihi6;w zzadoumrte ofowSteefkaPma, wedpo dzi mi er
Machcewicz and Krzysztof Persak, ed®Vok g§ J e dow &udia;e Rpkumenty( War s aw: I nstytut Parm
NarodoweiKomi sja S$cigania Zbrodni pr zok2 L1k o Nar odowi Pol ski emu
1 |bid.

342Mieczysg‘:jaw bz ywbhjewnym, szl akZabgu {Bawvkhydsdawk: dMi ej ska Bilt
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established in the town & o k -. l&veas kicked and beaten by armed Jews wearing red armbands.
Devastated by this brutal treatment he took his life by throwing himself under a train. His wife and six
yearold son were deported to Irkutsk in the winter in 140.

Stefan Kurowski had bettduck when he was stopped on his bicycle on a highway on the outskirts of
Gapwest of Biagystok, by a Jewish militiaman. Fanat.i
burst into a long tirade against tRea nB®dl and whose fAoppressionodo of the Je)
an enforcer of Soviet authority. Having nearlyidalinto a trance as a result of his political agitation, this
militiaman, less aggressive and brutal than most, seemed to have forgotten why he had stopped Kurowski
in the first place and allowed him to continue on his WayVhile their military incompetece was also
commented on by others, the local Jewish militia later proved to be an extremely useful tool for the Soviet
occupiers in carrying out tasks such as stealing the church bell and preparing lists of Poles for
deportato™Rev. J.-zef Do wg wMdg Ginithevfallsof 1839 atehe instightion of local
Jewish activists and imprisoned in Knyszyn. Uncharacteristically, he was released after a crowd of Poles
gathered at the NKVD headquarters and petitioned for hes!dma®*

The NKVD, accompanied by Jewish militiamen, cameSieburczynto arrest he landowner Jan
Nepomucen Bispingnd his family @ October4, 1939. Thanenwere tied umndbeaterin the wagonthat

transportedhe Polish familyto Wizng where thetwn 6 s Jewi sh i nhab i fobowitgs r i di cul
day thg we r e t a k e nHisfamily Was neléased but Bisping was never seen again.the small
town of Wiznanear GomUa, Al eksander GawrychowwsXk)iwas t he f or m

seized from his home by Jewish militiamen at the beginning of ®ctob charges of being an armed
supporter of the Polish authorities. More arrests and interrogations of alleged Polish conspirators took place
t he nex-t day: Jerzy Bl um, Stani sgaw Drozdowski , Jar
Gawrychowski. Amag the interrogators were the brothers Chaim and Avigdor Czapnicki, prewar Zionists.
Other Jewish militamen from this small locality included: Abraham Birger, Lejzor Kiwajko,
Kagmani ewicz, anfld Chaim Whgierko.
INnSuprnaellr Biagystok,

Some of the Jes , including Toleh Kagan, Baruch Gamzu and ev
received permission to carry ar ms. € One day, Il ssar, t
with a gun and stole a radi&’

Publiczna w Zabgdudoiwi4@47and Prymat, 2009) , 6

account of Stani sgaw-GRssWi nzGepodgi aptly@r ndzg85Makhko na Sybir

344 Account of Professor Stefan Kurowski, quoted in Novtzemilczane zbrodnié14.

Testmony of Mieczysgaw Dani owicz as citedRzZezzpd®mlita sgaw Skr
(Warsaw), February 10, 2001.

346

Roman Dzwonkowski, iRepresje wobec pol ski evwpschoddithc howi e Bst v
IRP1939194lnoMichag Gnat owski aShwodwiDeatnyizealc jBao |i k eveokskyii€hi keadcsj.a, p - §
ziem Il Rzeczypospolitej (19399 4 1) : Stud( Bi agynsattoekr:i alywydawni ct wo Uni wer syt
2003), 87.

347 Janina Leskiewiczowa, ed., et dliemianie polscy XX wieku S g own i k Pari6o(\Warsaw: DiG,2003),,5.

¥stanis gaw GHar pthowswkid94shKWar1s9a3v® and GomUa: Towarzystwo F
GomUy GEs ki e j62.18ededder,of tisxliguetdppenedtobela®q Fel i ks Choi Bski, a prew
who was executed by the Polish underground soon after the Soviet retreat in June 1941. lbid., 85. On Chaim
Czapnicki s prewar Zi onlysztledaabrfegplWaa tsiaonn Pae skryrnEBE&Bi k o rStp,- g k «
Anna Bikont,The Crime and the Silence: Confronting the Massacre of Jews in Wartime JedhNakn¥ork: Farrar,

Straus and Giroux, 2015), 361.

yasakov Pat L{feYaadaeattv in $hadow gf the Forest: The Story of Suprasbhtetl in Easirn
Poland(lIsrael: n.p., 1991), 34.
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In Polesia, Count Henryk Skiru n t and his sister l eft their manor h
Poleski on September 17hoping to escape the Soviets. When passing through the nearby Jewish hamlet
of Motol, their automobile was stopped and they were detained by a group of Jewismu@ist
sympathizers. Not only did their Jewish neighbours fail to come to their assistance, but they prevented their
escape. Shortly thereafter both of them were exedtited.
A Polish high school student froBir z e ST nd BrBwedil e m n Litdvsk) reBallay;, Brest

The Germans first occupied BrzeSi on September 15, 19
Army entered, greeted enthusiastically by the Jewish ¢
time we Poles often heard slis and t hreats directed against usé | wi |

policema® led in handcuffs bynilitamena | ong Jagi 8 WhHowadkswraundsd by &ewshowling
and spitting at him, throwing rubbish and stones at him, and disparagirmgugfy !

The Jewish militia seized the brother of Feliks Star
charged and promptly executtdEugeni usz (Enzel) Stup desKecorbithyedd how t
which he headed, hunted down Polisilice officers®>*

A Polish woman and her young daughter were shot and robbed by a mixedU&veéistian patrol in the
vilage ofWo § y,n krme ar t he r ai Ftalya nl-iwn eP otBoe aVMg oscfathmwskDa | | wa
landowner, was sheltered byefndly Jews only to be apprehended and executed by the local Red militia,
composed largely of Jews

In Pi EmmKPolesia, Basey Giler, a Jewish member of the Communist Party, recognized the Polish
Minister of Justice, Cz ems pauw Mioc htahgeo wsakrig,e | ayn dJ epwoi isrht ew
promptly arrested hint® The reaction of the Jewish population to the fate of Polish officials is described
by Julius Margolin:

First, the officials of the original Polish government disappeared before ear Mpbody was concerned,
however, and | doubt if a second thought was given to their fate. Yet the method at work, typically
Bolshevik, required not merely their dismissal, but their liquidatiototo. Thus they disappeared without
leaving a tracd>’

®3Hdr z ej InGhetemcé gfdMly CountryLondon: The Roman Dmowski Society, 1981), 294. See also,

S z a w§ oNejaakpplskesowiecka 19391995, 1997), vol. 1, 375.

SlMari a Bor kowsk a, AWt ali CﬁzethodstWamsaw),fFébmiyﬂaOnﬂQM.soIN,(‘) |l etter

352 Account of Feliks Starosielec, quoted in NowBkzemilczane zbrodni&9.

33 piotr GontarczykP ol ska Parti a Robot niled@varsab:iromga 2003), 60yg4dd zy 1941

B®account of Wgadys gaw Rrzdcane xrodniglié2t ed i n Nowak,

355Jasiewicz]_ista strat zi enil®EsPYt. wa pol skiego 1939

356

Rozenbl at, AEvVr ei v sisteme mezhnatsionalinpYdH a@tgnoo®henii
Bi agoruski e Zemoz}3t(3000)H92s Homealy histomae Tikva Fataknaani provides a sanitized

version of these events which avoids identifying local Jews as culprits in the-uopind o f Polish officials:
evening of September 17, 1939, the first tanks of the Soviet advance entered he chh e Communi st s, wh o
been operating underground, went to the outskirts of the ¢
civil admini stration, composed of outsider s, wa s establis
of ficials] who remained in the city were arrested and bani
Knaani , AiThe JiddwWwsA3qf Thirmalg,h 1T hE9 Pr i s Yad UasherM Studiesdl.c2® u ment at i or
(2001): 152.

®"Mar gol i r,hefi Readn Ar my IConimentaayyole Idl, n® b (Deckmber 1952): 524.
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Reports from Volhynia are also plentiful. What transpired in the tovBooémelwas typical of virtually
all the cities and small towns of that region. Jews and Ukrainians with red armbands had paved the way for
Soviet rule by disarming the local Polighlice in September 193%
In apredominantlyJewish settlement near the townMéniewicze local Jews and Ukrainians robbed the
homes of Poles and took part in arresting Poles. A |
Ukrainians®*
In the town ofSzumsk Ukrainian and Jewish police arrested Jan Unold, an engineer and social activist.
He was imprisoned in Krzemieniec. Fortunately, and quite exceptionally, Unold was released by a Soviet
prosecutor whom he knew from his studies in Ki&\v.
In Os t rJevgs and Ukrainians assisted the NKVD in arresting local officials, including the mayor
Stani sgaw turakowski and the judge Tadeusz Wawrzynow
police>®*
Many Jews joined the local militia iBarny.**? The miitia, composed of Jews and Ukrainians, took an
active part in assisting the NKVD in its searches and arrests of #olexal Jews armed with handguns,
accompanied by a few Soviet soldiers, marched Polish policemen in groups of five to their place of
exemté%g in a nearby forest. During the ordeal the Jews spat at the policemen and called them derogatory
names.
A Jew by the name of Herszko frodagodzinn e a r Luboml warned a Pole he kn
already all in a sack; all that remains to be dore t o ¥®iAeording to dephel &zlachter, a Jewish
timbermer chant from Tomasz-wka near BrzeSi,

After the entry ovicintydfeulBoimlshamwmik B rtieeBSlshevikstonmadt i e s
bands of all sorts of criminal elementhose aimwvas to spread terror and attack fugitives from the German

occupation zone. | personally observed and saw the activitiesafb ands near Tomasz: - wka, W
resided, and Szackhe bands thaharauded there consisted of Jews, Ukrainians and BelorusEienkead
of one of the bands was Stefan Studniarski, a Pole fro

led by a Jew from Szack. | know that these bands were not only formed by the Bolsheviks, but they were also

armed and directed by thefhe organizer of these bands and their director was Capt. Zorin dKMD

borderguards whose f f i ce was | ocated i n Allhkeladidtiasdofthesekbandsn e ar T o ma
consisted oflestroyingPolish intelligentsia fleeing from the German zodpon apprehending a member of

the Polish intelligentsia or an officer, they immediately murdered them without any trial. Mass murders like

this were perpetrated whkanto lubboml afthi g htwlaeg f 0 @dn fTfroonmsZoe mas z -
Polenc[Pulemiec] in apine forest where the bodies of those murdered were buried. Further, in Szatk, abou

358Siema\szkoandSiemaszl‘lo,udob-jstwo dokonane przez nacjonalist-w ukra

19391945,vol. 1,53;Na R u (b Wre &) ¢ fipad® {2000): 34.
39 Siemaszko and SiemaszKo,u d 0 b - jstwo dokonane przez nacjonalist-w ukra
19391945, vol. 1, 365. Typically, the Jewish memorial book for this is silent about these episodes. See Tarmon,

Memorial Book26i 27, 265, 294, 366.

30 siemaszko and SiemaszHoud ob - j st wo dokonane przez nacj omalyinsita-w ukr a
1939 1945,vol. 1, 455.

%! sSiemaszko and SiemaszHoudob - j st wo dokonane przez nacjonalist-w ukra
1939 1945,vol. 1, 985.

®%2Yehuda Bauer, iSarny and Rokitno in thdyHol(d/owdhytn:ii ah, Gas
Katz, The Shtetl260.

363 siemaszko and SiemaszKo,u d 0 b - j stwo dokonane przez nacjonalist-w ukra
19391945,vol. 1, 807.

%43 7 a w § oMejaskpdlskesowiecka 19391995, 1997), vol. 1, 390.

365 Wgadws gotysz, fi T e INasgarPalskaSeptemb8rt8a1999.nAlsq dited in Nowddzemilczane

zbrodnie 39 (ATotyszo).

10C



200 metres from the cemetery, there are the graves of some 2,@@hjsimumber is probably an error]
murdered Poles. Their bodies were buriedaimitch near the roadl know that the bands murdered

|l i eutenant, whose name | donot remember, oieb | i ved ne
forester in Szackt he f or est er Aawhade sériessof people efferedétheir services to the
Bolsheviks. In Toms. z - wk a , especially I cek Biagy, Sroul Kagan, Mo

and a number of others. These persons cooperated with Capt. Zorin of the NKVD in organizing bands. The
Ukrainians Fedor Zeniuk and Ny kpedoatthe Botslfevikilhe bdnd om t he vi
t hat Ga g u cthemordered langlevddr W© a d yFgigpwicz bf Pulmo, in the county of Luboml,

whom they continued to whip even after he died. A few days later he was buried near éferith i s s a me
Gaguchs abadndial so murdered two brothers named Dzifngi el
village head of the t oAllofthesepnurdefs wéelipgerpatrateal nndordétofirm wn o .

the NKVD and in the presence of NKVD functionadelsorder guards two observeceverything. These

bands also took part in robbing Polish property which they divided among themselves and thé®RIKVD.

At the beginning of October 1939, a telegram signed by 70 JewsLfuboml| was dispatched to Stalin to
thank the Sovietdictatr  f or Al i b ¢leseéching@im toViakdlthers closeeto his h&4rt.
INnJar os gnaewairc z&u c k ,

It started with individual casésarrests and disappearances, especially of Poles. Great help and great zeal in
making all sorts of denunciations to the NKVD was shown by the $8ws.

The predominantly Jewish Communist militiazel control of the town df u cok September 1Band
killed a Polish policemarf® A Polish officer who had taken refuge in that city was fortunate enough to
escape from the clutches of the Jewish militiaman who had attempted to arrest him on tA& Etiteer.
Polish soldiers were not so lucky. As Herman Kruk recalls,

The day after the entry of the Bolsheviks, groups of the new militia disarmed Polish soldiers. A Jewish fellow
stopped a high profile Polish officer and challenged him to give him his wedpenofficer gave his
revolver, which he carried on his belt. Finally, the young militaman began removing the medals from the

of ficer. The officer complained that he couldnét take
The officer thendok another revolver out of a holster and shot the militiaman on the spot. The officer was
arrested’*

The officer in question was doubtless executed summarily by the Soviets, as was their practice. There is no
guestion, however, except perhaps for aldiel Communist or an ardent Jewish nationalist, as to who was

the hero and who was the traitor in this blacidwhite scenario. Once the Soviets were installed, Polish

officials were brought before a field coumartial at which a Jewish law student by tteame of Ettinger,

the commander of the Workersdéd Guard, acted as the | o
for execution, Ettinger in effect sealed their ultimate fAte.

366 Wierzbicki, Po | a c y i tydzi W77 Z8a Bee mlgoBiemaspkw anel Slermasekb,udob - j st wo
dokonane przez nacjonalsiv  u kr ai Gs ki ch na | udhod50al.il,5701 ski ej Wogyni a, 19
357 Memoir of Edmund Kasprzycki, an employee of the postal and telecommunications office in Luboml, as quoted in
ibid.

¥ Account of Miec z$ywsi Jaadwk oJwai n¥daomssekibNy ysnwZiveitNz ek t ogni er zy Ar mi i
Okrng Wogy@® 1996), 7.

®wacgaw zwogl-mosii | ondon: e.p,d971), 22.

Goncz \REEpr&latariacki,11.

%1 Herman Kruk,The Last Days of the Jerusalem of Lithuania: Chronicles from the Vilna GhettthanCamps,
1939 1944(New Haven and London: YIVO Institute for Jewish Research and Yale University Press, 2002), 22.
3727 4 g- Weknop Si W5 27.iSeevalsd LiszewsRiVojna polskesowiecka 1939r1 4 1 ; S z aWofpa ws ki

polskesowiecka 19391995, 1997), vol. 1, 398. Ettinger was the sonof a4eel 0 mer chant from Guck.
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In Bereznqg

The many Ukrainians and members of the Jewish potasses who spontaneously greeted the Red Army
soldiers started to show their enmity toward the Poles, who were in the minority. They searched for Polish
officials and civil servants and for escapees from the western and central regions who had soeghtnefug

the Germans, and pointed them out to the NKVD. Massive arrests of those fingered and deportations

followed 373

In Dubno, on September 17 local Jewish Communists who had spontaneoulsy formed a militia
apprehended Bart go miiEdlishcRuk)| a fermer reevk and Vkaamibnowho loyally
fulfilled his duties to the Polish state. He was handed over to the Soviets, never to be heard from again.
(Poliszczukés name has appeared on a Inauhtritedin execut e
the 1990s.) Not realizing how efficient their fifth column was, a few days later the NKVD came looking for
Poliszczuk at his home: His name had been put on a list, prepared by local Communists, of Polish officials
earmarked for arredf?

The aristocratic Potocki family who owned an estat®ia r a ridar &ostpol were fortunate enough to
be able to buy off the NKVD functionaries who descended on their home with a purse of gold. During their

stay at the estate awaiting their bounty, thecftni onar i es i mbi bed al cohol and
Jerusal e Cavalry. o
In Krzemieniega selfst yl ed Jewi sh militia disarmed the <citizer

lyceum?”® A Pole from Krzemieniec recalled:

When | went out on the streetsatiday, numerous patrol units, militiamen composed of Jews, were circling
the streets. They walked about with red armbands and guns, searching whoever they encountered. There were
few Soviet troops. Only in the days that followed did the Soviet divisiarshnthrough the cit}’’

The events and mood in Krzemieniec were vividly ¢
daughter of the county secretary, Jan Sugkowski, wh

The Poles watched the Soviet invadeith a mixture of revulsion and fear. Not a few of us cried. But as

disconcerting was the emergence of a local Jewish militia which was friendly to the Red Army and had made

its appearance evdreforethe enemy had marched in. Armed and organized itstfisst was to arrest the

students and Boy Scouts who had been posted as guards and who carried old carbines in some cases taller

than them. The Jews roughed up the shocked youngsters who had considered their captors as friends and
classmates, before turnitigem over to the Soviets from whom they had prior directions. What was the fate

of those young Poles? I n many cases torture and deat h.
dirty work during their occupation. My family would fall victim them.

In town, Jews and Ukrainians were cheering and ingratiating themselves with the Soviets. | recognized
many neighbours and acquaintances among those who were now jostling Poles and eyeing their property for
future theft. Jewish men offered gifts the Russians while their wives and daughters kissed their tanks.
Among this rabble were criminals released from jail by the Soviets to create mayhem. They were all
emboldened by posters that had suddenly appeared urging various groups to attack Pad&eswétnd
scythes. And the Soviet officers indicated they would not stand in the way of slaughter which was already
turning the countryside red with the blood of the Polish minority outnumbered by Ukrainians and Jews.

On that day | had my first encoentwith a swaggering group of traitors attired in leather jackets, red
armbands or sashes, stolen pistols, and hatred in their eyes. | beheld a number of classmates among them,

373W§] adysgaw H&r mas W@nusgdwii Ballona, 1995), 43.

374 Wiktor PoliszczukGo r z k a prawda: Ci e E B a n d(Eorogto: mm, @004),19; acdomof N | udob - | s

Wi kt or Poliszczuk (in the authordés possession).
Janusz Mi liszkiewi cz, RzadRpodpdiQcteber®@2P8,a005¢ w zastaw, 0
376Sg“;awomir MNc z ak, AfUzupegnienie dot. artykugu Antoniego

Krzemio® @cu e kr z(kondore,mo. & (duky 1994), 45.

'Account of Zdzi sgaw -GrasganddGrassEsrk i T h mo Gg u d@2B4Bskraends Eyes,
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including girlfriends. These mostly young Jews, often wedllicated and fromafn or religious families, now
addressed everyone as fAcomrade. o One of them gestured
Communism and Joseph Stalin would know no boé@nefspecially human sacrifice. They were much worse
than the blackmailers andenouncers who emerged in great numbers among the Jews and who were
interested in the goods and jobs of their Polish victims.

Starting as communist sympathisers who flocked to the militia or acted as informers, these political types
would soon graduate nt o fiagi tators, o0 administrators and even sad
filled positions in the new order. A knowledge of the language and the local scene, combined with their
fanatici sm, woul d be essentheynédagedyaompilbdelistsNakdv/dbrésseed r ei gn o f
Pole® and Jews, whom they considered to be enemies of the state. They were the ones who on horseback
would chase my father down the main street like an animal, to act as interpreter for their torture victims.

A sizable minority of Polish Jews from all levels collaborated, usually passively but often actively, with the
Soviet occupiers in their liquidation of Poles in eastern Poland ini1939. For many, including my kin,
the last sight they had of Poland or oéithoved ones, was a cattle train bound for Sildeaad a Jew or a
Ukrainian, or both, with a rifle on every wagdf.

The Jewish militia from the Jewish village of Osowa and the Ukrainian militia from Mydzk, the
harbingers of the new Soviet order, veasno time descending on the Polish settlemer® 6fg oama
others near Huta Stepa@®ska®%to carry out arrests of t
The attitude of the Jewish population changed overnigktihingar Krzemieniec. The better goods were
hidden away in their shops an ddPblédseThey bpentyaidiceledihe ul gar art
Polish government and social institutions, and made life difficult for the Poles.

(e} )

Young Jews entered the militia and in that capacity came to our village and beat up some officer trainees
(Romek Kucharski and others)rfo t hei r all eged crimes (as former member
istrz¥l eco) .

INR- wne

In the newly formed militia, which engaged members of the local population, there were very many Jews.
Undoubtedly the auxiliary apparatus of the NKVBRgdahus agents of all kinds, also took in many of tf&m.

The local populatiod Jews and Ukrainiadsh el ped the Soviets a great deal é
patriots and handed them over to the NK¥D.

According to a Jewish witness,

The day aftertheenty of t he Soviet army into R-wne, € enraged mi
were always ready to |l oot é began to demand that the
punished. Armed with weapons and sticks they started to drag the guilof offices, stores and private

houses. The first victims were employees of the court:

385 A Gul ag and Hol ocaust -GMearalinr, 0o fi nJ &rhirn &8d BHeHobGestlkaec e k Gl ad
A Family Chronicle of Soviet and Nazi Terrpnsted on the Internet at www.geocities.com/chrisgladun/memoir.

379AccountofRobertJanickiinLeoNarg“;owicz and LeonsSPageki lkddolanjdstcwanpna V
Okrutna przestrogaRartll (Lublin: Polihymniad Towar zyst wo Przyjaci - g -Rodaskiani e EGc a i Zi
Stowarzyszenie Upamintnienia Polak-w Pomordowanych na Wog
WogyEkiej Dywizji Piechoty AL2diP2i Krajowej Oddziag Lubel sk
¥ Account of Feli ks Jasi GBski i @kruthee przesgrogedl-tbbns kowarzgstwal Leon Pop
Przyjaci -g Krzemi e@®@wa oi s KZii &jm, S\o @ w dHy 5 K &0zSer oidee k i G vl u kalsi nG rer,
Stowarzyszeniel pawmi Pomoedioawa®Ppych na Wogdyniu z siedzibN w
WogyEkiej Dywizji Piechoty Armii Krajowej Oddziag Lubel sk

Blaccount of Zygmunt DraUan in ibid., 240, 24 2.

382 Account of Andrzej Kulus (no. 8152), Archives of the Poldimistry of Information and Documentation, Hoover

Institution on War, Revolution and Peace, posted on the Internet at <www.sfpol.com/zarchiwhoovera.html>.
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were led down the middle of the street under the barrel of rifles, surrounded from all sides and accompanied
by a $ower of profanities. Apparently this was supposed to be the revolutionary element of the oppressed
national minorities of the Ukraine. On the sidewalks one could see functionaries discretely maintaining order.
The following day, the revolutionary elemteof armed civilians vanished imperceptibly from the streets of
the city, and in their place appeared the organs of or
process of plucking out from society those people who were recognized as enetmeSmfiet regimé®®

Among the many Polish officials arrested in R-wne we
(Pol andbés Parliament) ; Tadeusz Dworakowski, a former
deputy prosecutor. All athem were later murdered. Two assistant prosecutors were also arrested. One of
the principal denouncers was an articling student, the son of goaddl local Jewish family®* These
harsh measures did not dampen the enthusiasm of young Jews for theefpwiet whenever a picture of
Stalin appeared on the screen in the local cinema they stood and howled ecstitically.

In Aleksandrian e a r R- wne, Jews and Ukrainians formed a mil
anticipation of the arrival of the Sts. The militia also invaded the estate of Prince Lubomirski, who was
executed?®

INWgodzi mi er IpcalWonimuniEss krid Jews were quick to denounce local officials, who soon
disappeared without a tra®®.In the nearby village oK r z e cUkraimians and Jews seized on the
opportunity to arrest and murder Polish military settfés.

A young Pole who was apprehendedRn Uy som 8eptember 24 when he tried to obtain a pass to
Kowel described his encounter with his interrogator as follows:

The whole thing became complicated when we were taken before the commissar himself. He was a young
Jew with a red star in his | apel. He started a regul ¢
belonged to the ONR [National Radical Camp], haddredews, ett?®

In Huta Pieniackanear Brody, a selétyled militia consisting of four Ukrainians and two Jews took over
the police station and post office. They donned red armbands and carried out arrests in anticipation of the
arrival of the Sovietd?

%3Eliasz BialskiPat r z Nc¢ p (Mostreal Polishlewdsk Keritage Foundation, 2002)j 39.

843 7 a w § oMejaskpdlskesowiecka 19391995, 1997), vol. 1, 397.

35 5ee Zbigniew Janczewski, lett&azeta Wyborcz@Varsaw), April 27, 1998.

388 Wanda LubomirskaK a r mazynowyLarecdor:t alli bl i oteka Pol ska, 1946), 12.
was executed by the NKVD immediately after the Soviet entry despite the fact that all the Ukrainian peasants who

worked on his estate attested that they had been treated very well. Local Jewish militiamen were given orders to take

the rest of the familyincluding two children, and shoot them on a nearby bridge. In a highly unusual display of

humanity on the part of the generally servile and cruel Communist militia, the family was taken instead to the local

police commander, who allowed them to escaply ¢lae next morning. Ibid., I24. See also a letter that appeared in

Gazeta Wyborczan June 16, 1994, which attributes the actual execution of Prince Lubomirski to a local militiaman.
¥'Account of Wanda Skoru p sWopma polskesowigckao1031995] 1997)Swla2y Zd; ws k i
account of Wgadys ga wPrzemidzare zbrognigd.t ed i n Nowak,

388 Siemaszko and SiemaszKo,u d 0 b - j stwo dokonane przez nacjonalist-w ukra
19391945,vol. 1, 831.

¥ ascited in tbikowski, fAJewi sh Reaction to tPoli:Shdesinet Arri val
Polish Jewryyol. 13 (2000): 69.

390 piotrowski,Kr wawe Uni wa za St y B436),36. Bwingyhe German occuajon,ahe Rolish
villagers provided extensive assistance to some 30 Jews who took shelter in the surrounding forests, and protected a

number of Jews who took up residence in this Polish villag
(The entire village was assacred by the SS Galizien on February 28, 1944.) See the testimony of Feiwel Auerbach,
deposited at tydowski I nstytNat RUipsWedbgyWcaaw)y, inm . Wadlr2s a(w 9(9r60 .,

17;Na RupWedggjaw), no. 54 (2001), 19, 24.
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A militia consisting mostly of Jews soon appeared on the stre@iarnbpol. Dressed in Polish military
coats and armed with Polish rifles, they entered homes searching for those who were now wanted by the
new authoritie$® The jails were filled andx@cutions abounded:

While descending to the first floor level, we saw five Polish officers being led by Soviet soldiers out of an

unrented, unfurnished apartment where the officers had slept the night before. We followed them to the

street. € A laterewe sawdhe éve officers lined up against the wall of a small white house

under the bridge and shot dead by an impromptu firing
Two Polish uniformed railroad men escorted by the Soviets passed us, followed by two escorted mail

carriers Seconds later, we heard a volley of shots. All were executed on the same spot where the five officers

had been executéd®

APolishd fi ci al (a former mayor of G-d¥), a socialist w
local Jewish doctor, recalled:

At that time the Communists fulfilled the most shamef
also were the veritabldght hand of the NKVD in their war against the socialists and Polish political

activists. They especially denounced members of the Polish Socialist Party and Bund. Alarmed by the arrests

that had begun in town, after about a week our hosts advised usasgme smaller county town where it

would be easier to hide out for a tifia.

When preSoviet Jews spread rumours that Polish officers shot at Soviet soldiers from the bell tower of
the Dominican church in Tarnopol, the Soviets opened fire and sethtireh ablaze causing serious
damage to the building and its contents. Clergy from the monastery were arrested and almost shot as a
result of this false denunciation. Upon examination, however, the tower was found to be locked shut and
there was no tracef any activity there. The Soviets, nevertheless, encouraged townspeople to plunder the

monastery>*
A number of prominent Poles were arrestedGie r makna&wé&da Borszcz- w: the polic
Stycyy Es ki , the principal of the public school Gayr - w,

few other families, all of whom were taken away without a trace. The list of Polish victims was prepared in
the home of a Jew named Radbe.
At the beginnig of October 1939, the NKVD arrested around ten PoleSing o qn-eray Zgocz - w,
among them Pigurniak, Holik and Rucki, based on lists prepared by local Jews and Ukrainians appointed to
to village council and militid®®
On the eve of the Soviet invasicearmed Jews attacked the railway workerSin a n i sijoader-tow
seize control of the train station. When the Soviets arrived in the city, Jewish houses were decorated with
red flags and banners bearing sl odeammostly of dlesvsaid ong L i v
Ukrainians patrolled the towti’ Leon Rosenthal, the chief of the Red militia, was particularly active in

391Czesgjaw E . TaB®dpol w latach $8kA 945 (od epi zodu epopei(Bigkupipeol eo Eski ej

n.p., 1993), 289 TaCanep®adwnk.e Blai(Bdkapiceyripi, 945208« sz 1| aku

392 Witold Saski,Crossing Many BridgesMemoirs of a Pharmacist in Poland, the Soviet Union, the Middle East,
Italy, the United Kingdom, and Nebrasffdanhattan, Kansas: Sunflower University Press, 1988), 35.

3 an Kwalp39tFS 4 56; Kart k(i Laenpami Ag wii &tao wy agranidy,Ng4&)k7. Pol ak - w z Z
¥g;a w § oWop& polskesowiecka 19391995, 1997), vol. 1, 292; Blicharskl,arnopol w latach 18091945,
288.

3% Koma Es K i a nldu dSoibe-kjisetrwkoa ,d okonane przez nacjonalist-w ukral

tarnopolskim 199 1946,539.

3% Koma Es K i a nldu dSoibe-kjisetrwkoa ,dokonane przez nacjonalist-w ukral

tarnopolskim 19301946,977.

¥Goncz \REEpr&latariacki,17.
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carrying out arrests of Pol&¥ Local Jews staged a mobile show with effigies mocking prewar Polish
leaders. The spectaclerattted a large Jewish rabble which chantedRalish slogand®®

In nearbyDolina, the NKVD, accompanied by two local Jews known to the Poles, descended on a home
to arrest young Polish men who belonged to Polish patriotic organizations. One of tigeRales was
killed in the local jail; the others were deported to Sib&i#n S o k o, §bowr 30 young Poles who were
members of the rifleman association (Strzelce) were arrested towards the end of 1939 based on a list
prepared by a local Jew who worked the NKVD in Stryj. They were imprisoned in Stryj and then
deported to a labour camp in the Soviet interior, never to be heard of 3gain.

Tadeusz Hajda, a teacher of Polish aKofbpwaKang Kazi
arrested by Jeish collaborators and handed over to the NKVD shortly after the entry of the Soviets. Luck
was with him because he was freed from prison because of a petition signed by Poles, Ukrainians and
German colonists, though banished to a remote village s¢¥d6requent acts of solidarity such as this
belie the much repeated and exaggerated claim of open hostility among these various groups in interwar
Poland)APol i sh policeman named WyUykiewicz was not so fo
mob who smashed his sk(ff

InK a § uhe invading Soviet army was greeted boisterously

by entire throngs of the Jewi shirc @reropniet yarwhao oanda Inlged da
red armbands on their sleeves and bountiful bouquets of flowers which they threw on the vehicles; they

embraced the tanks with their bodies. And these were |
children begantodd di scri mi nated against Opwy Jewlwésddschyodbudr eRolwawo
The sons of our Jewish neighbours, ISigi sigit. A Ralish Muni o Hat
of ficer is riding on his white horse. o

And thus immediatelybegan the cleansing of the Polish population. Jews with red armbands, as
representatives of the authorities, started to liquidate the Polish police, post offices, and above all took care of
the military officers and soldiers. The officers were deportedsé¢ who defended themselves were shot.
Polish soldiers who tried to escape to Romania over the Carpathians weréilled.

In Gwot d z, Deavsand Ukrainians decorated the bridge to the town to greet the Red Army. They flocked
to meetings organized by the Soviets to slander the Poles and flooded the Soviet authorities with
denunciations of all sorfd> Communist fighting squads compms of Jews and Ukrainians roamed the
streets terrorizing the Polish population and entered the Catholic church to search for arms. A Jewish mob
set upon and beat a Polish woman as she | eft <church
beginn n g . Stop praying here. o A few days | ater, at ni gl
hoo%tﬁjms in some dark alleys and gave them a good thrashing. Jewish harassment subsided somewhat after
that:

3% KrakowieckiKs i NUOka @5 Kogdymi e,

399 A, & J. Wiszniowski, leter,G§ 0o s @ardnt®)kMay 24, 1996.

400 hig,

“'Na  Ru bd. 80 (905): 36.

402 Account of Andrzej Hajda, quoted in Nowdkizemilczane zbrodnid50.

““Baccount of Zygmunt WyUOUykiewicz (in the authords possessio

WAaccount of -Adamovska, qubtgdungNovearzemilczane zbrodnié 19 20.

%3 Rokicka, ABygdo sobi eSempaerkFidei§ Wi as§@awyr konoaOc®mek R2) uSeépt e
1994: 31.

B oni sgalr ZTeegrpdmi, zwycifzcy: Od vy s e jrpasu (Uomdpm Ortaric a.p.,pol ski ego
1989) 12i 13.
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When three Soviet tanks from KoJomyja descended on
guards irDelatyn, local Jews and Ukrainians helped to disarm the PBi@snong those apprehended and
disarmed outside of Delatyn, with the help ofthe Redimit i a consi sting of Jews and
Dut k a, a senior police officer from Myszyn. Dut ka wa
policemen and executed in*®Stanisgaw-w on October 20,
In Sambor the Jews who entered thedRmilitia roamed the town searching for Polish officials. Many of
them were arrested and execut&drhose who managed to hide out for a time, like police commissioner
Bryl from Horodenka,were denounced by local Jews and Ukrainian nation&ffsts.
In Drohobyczthe local militia, made up of Jews and Ukrainians, carried out inspections and drew up lists
of those to be arrested and deported. Together with the NKVD they ar@stedni sgaw Naj a, t
commander of the Polish state police in neaBoyodnica*! Hesio Josefsberg became the propaganda
chief at the town hafi**l n Oct ober 1939, two NKVD men, a Ukrainian
Piechowicz, the former mayor of Drobycz, who was not heard of sinte.
Jewish and Ukrainian Communists hunted down Polish policemen and civil servants in the vicinity of
B - b rakdahanded them over to the NKVD. Szklanny, local commander of the Polish State Police, was
murdered near theriokyard by the NKVD and two Jewish Communists, Kahane from Podhorodyszcze and
Rod Majorek*™ rom B-brka.
Abraham Sterzer, a Jewish doctor framv -, vecalled:

When the Red Army marched into [Eastern Galicia], the Jews behaved as if Messiah had Erayed.
flocked to sign up for various communisbnt organizations, joined the NKVD secret polfég.

Adolf Folkmann recalled:

Workers councils were introduced in all factories and workshops, and a civilian militia was organized. The
members of this mitia were chiefly workers and young Jeft8.

73 7 a w § oMejaakpdlskesowiecka 19391995, 1997), vol. 1, 301.

408Accountof\]adwigaDutkaiNa RupWedygaw), no. 33/34 (1999): 35.

®pamian Jakubi ec, ﬁLudziN&sza@yISka’Sqatéh;wa&]ﬁQQzamur owani , 0O

410WincentyUrbanDroga krzyUowa Archidieceziji L wbodbsg Wir @jc ga@ wl athaeh |, I |
1983), 81;Szczepan Siekier ka, EHiagremy kis K olLmiadd8shkEs,lsit wnd dokonane p
nacjonalist-av RB&lraké&ski ovls e ie svg #1988 W46l iWn oc § a w: St owar zysze
Upami Antnienia Ofiar Zbr od®),1l12Ukr ai Gski ch Nacjonalist-w, 200
Ay . zef Pietrusza, -BoZaygs@mbrseki Br onh odky rc & o Teehnikh INaftowa ji n y Swi at ¢
Gazowniea ( Kr osno) , no. 4 (1992) Ciasiea, tktd:- rien dmire laf: Kagruyski s
Uydowskich na ZiWamis alw: o hvoobny cbkoiregjvi ec ky, Madt® SchulzalZb2 3 . See al
27.

412 Henryk GrynbergDrohobycz, Drohobyczral Other Stories: True Tales from the Holocaust and Life ANew
York: Penguin Books, 2002), 178.

‘3B u d z y ME=sio Schulzal28.

““Na RubhWeBggaw), no. 52 (2001): 30LuGokekjerwa, dbma&Esé&i p
nacjowauksbai Gkich na Pol akachl9aw33woj ew-dztwie | wowskim 193

“P®See his account f Whe Ukainiapn QuarteRyyol. 20Uno.rl £1064)e40.0

416 gtefan Szend&he Promise Hitler KepiNew York: Roy Publishers, 1945), 17.
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On September 6 Leon Koz gowski, a former minister in the
officers from the museum on Plac Mariacki, where he was installed temporarily, to the NKVD premises on
Sapieha Street.

The officers who arrested me engaged me in a conigrsatsort of interrogation, and stated that people like
me, enemies of the people, the Soviet system destroys and puts out of action. One of them pointed out that he
was a Jew and that | should remember well that it was a Jew who had arrested metsncdtiatv, would

be the cause of my eventual destruction which would in
My cell became overcrowded by the next day. Twelve pe
The vast majority of prisoners were, of course, Poles. Thae an army officer, a police inspector, a

uni formed | ieutenant from the reserves who was a | awy

court, a railway worker, a student from the Polytechnic University, and a student from the Higher School of
Foreign Trade. A similar makep of people, as | later learned, was found in the other cells: judges,
policemen, captured army officers, social activists, workers, students. All of them, like I, had been arrested
based on denunciations by Communists, lierrost part Jewi’

Toward the end of September 1939, Zygmunt Winter, a Jewish colleague from high school days, brought
the NKVD to apprehend 2Zdzi s §aReland Xduth nrganization at than act i v |
Lw-w Polytechnic UniversheyNKMDtafradtad Hakir aewhhkimés:s
an officer of the Polish state police, who was soon
deported to Kazakhstan, where his mot her perished.
colleagies who made their way to the Polish army in France, had sevefiakrwith armed revolutionary
committees composed of Jews and Ukrainiandaigielnicaand a village neas n i afitory which they
managed to extricate themselV&s.

Edward Trznadel, a Heh official who had taken refuge ib w -, was apprehended by some Jewish
communists from Olkusz. They took him to the commissariat and denounced him as their persecutor.
Fortunately for Trznadel, after being interrogated, he was relé&skdnically, Trznadel had been on
good terms with the Jewish community in Olkusz, where he served as deputy county supsarisstg(
and was even called on to mediate disputes within that comniéthity.

There are numerous simil ar e xuedtp becagestédrthvooghdutwhe w, wher
Soviet occupatiof?* A Polish woman saw her husband, a doctor of gentry origin, killed in their home by
Jews? I n the fall of 109 4@earol® Polenwhoshpadbeen excised frorz activea 4 0

military service fo health reasons, was denounced as a Polish officer by a Jewish neighbour. He was exiled
to hard labour in eastern Siberia and was not heard of ¥ji. cha§ Byczyszyn was arrest

Koz gowsikzii,eniiWi s owi ec Kiltera, 011D (Octébermd5m)t9@ L k , beon Mogez Jowski ,

przeUycia w wifzieniu sowieckim i (WaraawwdW,80015,€0. w czasi e woj

“accounts of Zdzisgaw Zak®aewakd, Noeembdedldn 20068 (bn the

See also Marek Jan Chodaki ewicz, ASzmul ek <chci aig byl SOoOWi
1 9 4 1Gazeta Polska(Warsaw), December 1, 1994; Marek Jan Chodakiewic;, d z i i A b5a c y 1918
Wsp:-gistnieni e, (Warsag: Feomla 2000, d8a@ni zZmMzi sgaw Zakrzewski, AZdr a
Rzeczpospolitd4 War s aw) , February 3, 2001; Zdzi s §élaukogisa Rismme ws ki |, i N
S p 0 § distarytameno. 56 (2006): 113.

419JacekTrznadel\/I-j oOjci eZawdenacide: Mi ej ski OSrodek Kultury fACentrt
20 |bid., 28.

“2!see also JWRT MpbUewalleksi f(Wasaw: PaskakOfioyrns Miydavgnizza, 1998), 1184

220, which enumeras¢e dozens of Poles from Lw-w who | ost their Il i ves
denunciations by Jews. The Polish underground reports on which this information is based will be detailed in Jan
Marszagekoés fRozHtcoméehanypolbk, w.

22pccount of <Adamowska, qudi@dirgNpwaRrzemilczane zbrodnié9.

423 pccount of Zbigniew Schultz, quoted in Nowdk;zemilczane zbrodni€4. Schultz points out that denunciations
of Poles by Jews were commonplace at that time; he essinfa&e 80 percent of the Poles deported to Siberia were

deported as a result of Jewish denunciations.
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in 1941 by Jewish communist& Jewish students of Professord zi s Jaw tygul s ki advised |
been spared in their denunciatioBemiteéedhedrtyegul ki P
escaped arrest by the NKVIPA Jew from LeUaj sk Siemibwaimmetidtely tdtok s way t o
advantage oliis new position to strike at his political foes:

We arrived in Sienawa [sic], the closest town to us. As soon as | arrived, | was employed by the Russians in
the government offices. There | found Manek Gadola, one of the prime founders of {Beraiiti Andak

[Endek] movement. | took a bit of revenge on him when | assigned him to the task of cleaning the streets of
the town??®

Many accountalso identifyJews acting as jailers and interrogators throughout Eastern Poland already
during these early ¢a of the occupatignin towns likeR - wn e, Wgodzi mierz Wogy ki,
Grodno, Lw- vandothardfWst olwvd SNgaj §go, an officer in the I

424 Testimony of Janina Byczyszyerbst, as cited in NowakPrzemilczane zbrodniehased on the periodical

Westerplatteno. 4 (MayJune 1994), 27.

“Bpaccount of | wo Cyprian Pogonowski (in the authorés possess|

M. N. Yar utdRusdidlii z e msikRralin, ed.hizhensk: Sefer zikaron-kedoshei Lizhensk she
nispu beshoat hanatsim(Tel Aviv: Former Residents of Lezajsk in Israel, 1970)ff9@ranslated ademorial Book
of the Martyrs of Lezajsk Who Perished in the Holocaust, Internet:
<http://lwww.jewishgen.org/Yizkor/Lazajsk/Lezajsk.html|>

TR o wi ®okjie, zderzenie z bol szelwi7 a(nR- winee )wr z1e958GEs(kWgLo9d3zg In@i oekr uz,
(Hrubi esz - Lgtlewishord® 8r ( Gr odno) ; Narcyza Piskor z, iNasza Aug

Europa nieprowincjonalnay 26 ( August - w) . One of the jailers believed t
political prisonersinLw- w was a Jew by the name of Schechter. See the
Nowak, Przemilczane zbrodnié§ 6 . For addi tional examplesMiRAndmy Lmgwt emea V
sierpem(London: Stowarzyszenie Pisarzy Polskich, 1948),1172 ; G o n B& prdesakackj,43, 56; and the

account of Al eksander Wat guoted | ater in the text. For a
remi ni s cencNowey KMren(Tiorentol, Dec@mber 181, 1999. Jews also took parttime show trials of

Polish prisoners. See Maria Paduszy@ska, ASprawozdanie ze

w  Mi Esvly,uSybracy( Zwi Nzek Sybirak-w Oddziag Wojew-dzki w Godzi
encountered Jewish jaikrinterrogators, kapos, and politruks, often very brutal and sadistic ones, in the service of the

NKVD in the Soviet Union interi orWspSeneni efndra ex apmpd eeJy | Wva ¢
sowieckiej(London: Instytut Polski i Muzeum Sikskiego, and Orbis, 1965), 94; Jan Zbru€zy by dem szpi egi er
(Curitiba: Re dakc | ai25i280946, 48, 57t Sykvasder, Mona fKhzimierz Zama@rski] and Piotr
Zwierniak [ St arBips Gaw edt a wialhrspls OWBj Vdrsak:aAlfaWero, 1994), 4011402,

as cited in NowakPrzemilczane zbrodnié27. Feliks Mantel, a Polish Jew, recalled that the most dogged and sadistic

of his NKVD interrogators in the Soviet interior (Uzbekistan) was a young Soviet Jew named Kogamgraiathe

mouth and spitting at Mantel, the Soviet interrogator could not comprehend how a Polish Jew could speak only Polish

and work as an officiSaelmiitn ctoheé odersvhi cneatofont hd Maan i had b
state as an @trney.) See Feliks Mantdya c h|l ar z WBaoim&i eKEs i N g ar i63.8An iRntate ofk a 1980) ,
Ostashkov recalled that the deputy commander of that infamous camp for Polish officers was a Polish Jew from
Sok-gka, a ruthless MWNK&Dr egrapdtfai nhewhenwiasettheamp. 0 See the
Grudz-Gr@ssikvd czterdzi estym nas3888dsddon tiedestiBignp of a Polisk g laylthe é ,

name of Abraham Vidro (Wydra), an article that appeared in an Isragdpaper in 1971 strongly suggests that Jewish
functionaries were implicated in the massacre of Polish o
[ Yehoshua Sorokin] in the Soviet Séche WorldWiliSotBeVieeeCoof esse
Maariv (Tel Aviv), July 21, 1971. Russian investigative journalist Vladimir Abarinov believes that NKVD General

Leonid F. Raikhman (or Reichman, alias Zaitsev) may have been the immediate organizer of the Katyn massacre; he

also lists other NKVENKGB officers who were directly involved in the Katyn action. See Abarifitne Murderers

of Katyn,170. Based on a large number of sources, Jacek Trznadel identified Lazar Kaganovich as one of those who,

along with Stalin, signed the execution order amdimber of other Jews implicated in the Katyn massacre (Begman,

Elman, Feldman, Gertsovsky, Goberman, Granovsky, Krongauz, Leibkind, Raikhman, Slutsky, Vishnyakova, Vitkov,

Zilberman), as well as some who were actual perpetrators at the scene (Abrami®oasd Chaim Finberg). See

Jacek TrznadelP o wr - t rozstr zéfl mknteyj, arreni(iikq rel§ a t pndybudind Bypdwski,

1994), 94115, 336. It has been reported that some of these perpetrators later emigrated to the United States and Israel
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the Soviet invasion of Eastern Pd¢é¢lzadthe msfoduneatb| ed t hat
meet was a Jeilf®

Kazi mi er z aBblishzspldies ko, wasirrested and held in a camp nét ani sgaw- w i n
sout heastern Poland, recalled: AOur guoperaledwiths a Jew,
the Russians*d’ A Pole imprisonedn K o § o meggllsa

In a cell for six people they packed thityi x peopl e. By a strange coincidence
found himself in the company of policemen from his toc
Wolno,@sztyga and Klincza. Seeing the emaciated Wgadek,

a spoonful of soup. They were thus able to nourish him somewhat. These policemen were interrogated every

night. After their ordeal they returned to their ctiggering on their feet, all mangled and bloody. Jews and

Ukrainians whom we recognized often passed down the corridors. They would stop in front of the cell, point

at someone with their finger, and tel lontethe MKVMYRrofsfuiche
a visit the fingered victim was treated especially bad
of them managed to leave that prison affe.

Wi esgaw Karpi GEBski , who was hdlwd afternhis artest in Daolvea r st y no ws
1939 for belonging to a fisecr et the wllabotatton of some 6fut i onar y
his fellowinmates

One, a hunchback by the nameRdpaport, was a Trotskyite; the other a bundist (follower of the Jewish
Socialist Party). &

At first Rapaport was in great solidarity with other prisoners and viewed the Soviets as our common enemy.
As time went by he must have changed his mind andiablkeeguards to take him to see the interrogators. He
was taken out a few times and finally announced that he had commsoviggh his captors. As a communist,
even if of a different sort, he was empowered to introduce a communist regime into ouheeahnibtes
with a working class background were to use the beds and have other privileges, while the inmates of
bourgeois origin were to sleep on the floor and do all the menial tasks. He threatened us with dire
consequences in case of noncompliance. liad the Bundist was very reluctant to join but he did. We not
only ignored his strutting but al so denounced him as
consequences:

An Englishwomarwho was living in Poland and happened to arrivéviino in Odober 1939where she
found temporary lodging for payment in a building owned by a Jmmned her impressioshortly after
witnessing these events. Although prone to generalizétiassare most Holocaust accounts for that
matter, her status as an impaktbbserver of a dark realithat was unfolding before her eyeshisyond
guestion.

As a class, the Jews went over wholesale to the Bolsheviks. In Wilno and elsewhere the worst type of Jew
turned informer overnight. Thousands of the same Jews who hatedoon the Polish Army to save them

from Hitler arrived as refugees from the German Occupation and proceeded to sell the Poles in the Russian
Occupation like hot cakes. Even the G.P&tate Political Administrationhgents whom they guided from

house tchouse expressed contempt for these-aaffointed jackals. Many Jewish individuals must have felt

the same, only painfully and deeply. Nevertheless, the truth remains that within the Russian Occupation the
patriotds wor st e n e myfellan citizerh The Bolshevikeregime, she Jewssthouglet,wi s h
me ant power for themsel ves. In the towns and even in
supposed to represent the entire community, began to be made up entirely from this rendgade an
revolutionary Jewish element. How it has been since, | do not know. | think it likely that their day is already
over.

428 witold Sagajllo,Man In the Middle: A Story of the Polish Resistance, 188@London: Leo Cooper in Association

with Secker & Warburg, 1984), 91.

429WojciechowskaWaiting To Be Heard;9.

430Terpin,PrzegranilS.zwyci nzcy,

431
98.

Janusz Karpinski and W§law Karpinski) t 6 a a Long Wargnto:lBeckeGAssosiajes,\i2006]),i96
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Our landlord himself said very little. He was a good sort of man, and he hated the upstart type of Jew as
only Jews can. We were fairsecure from a surprise so loag we lodged with him. No Jewish houses were
searchedThe housdo-house searches went on every night, fanfew (at six éclock by Polish time, eight
otclock by the new time taken from Moscow) until the liftingocofrfew in the early morning. The loot taken
was human beings. Four or five long trains of prisoners left edayyfor Russia. Others remained on the
railway sidingsindefinitely, until it was almost impossible to distingulsétween the living and the deads A
long afterwards athe beginning of December, a Lithuanian official talé of the appalling trueloads of
victims they had found still there when they took over the city, and still there in December; and of the Soviet
indifference and apathy, more thgenuine sadism, before facts of tkied. Lithuanian intervention did not
interest them either. Somebody, some day, was going to go intodtter. In the meantime a few dozen
victims more or less they could not imagine why the Lithuanians even troulbbedsk questions. For all |
know those trucks are still standing on the sidings. The first convoystaleae from among what were
called the political suspects. That meant, without exception, every Pole who had administered the Code.
Judges, magistrateandevery other member of the legal profession, down tdagerclerks. It included
any private citizen who haelver sat on a jury to try a member of the Commuypasty. Every Pole who had
in any way stood for nation#&adership in the town. EveBole whose scientifiditerary or other labour had
been in a national direction.All these had figured under the label of Political Suspects or Patriots on lists
drawn up long before the Red Armies passed the frontiers. Gaps in the lists were fillethapribgrmers.

By the time we arrived in the towit,was the turn of the professions and the skilled trddestors, dentists,
engineers and, after them, mechanics and artisans. Any skilled manual labourer, even a locksmith or a zinc
cutter, was neededf the interior of Russia, where skilled labour is absolutely lacking. A population of one
hundred and eighty million cannot produce, under its present regime, even the artis@usitlt cannot,
apparently, produce even cabbage. The thunderstruckitah@bof Wilno saw the departure of cabbages,
worn brooms, wooden tables, trestles, and rough plank flooring torn out of barracks and institutions, for
Moscow. The Russian uniform was poorer and shoddier than the poorest garments the townspeople, anxious
not to show themselves in wool and furs, could muster. The soldiers, while they wealostiéld to talk

with us, exclaimed, admired, and exclaimed again at the riches of a provincial town in reality never rich;
beautiful but frugal, ruined artgkginningto be famished. All their wonderings and exclamations had a single
theme. How could these things be possible in a capitalist state? The cagitsddisthey had always been

told, consisted of a bourgeois minority and a people of slaves. On the cothtegrpow saw with their own

eyes a country in which every citizen was a bourgeois. Our doctors, our |panfessions, they said, do not

live like a doorkeeper lives here. A few, who dared, passionately utteredhakeylied to us! At the same

time, with the profoundest melancholy, they realized howréaching for themselves would be the
consequences of their having perceived the lie: We shall never return to our homseajdhese will never

be allowed to cross our own frontiers again. Either web& shot, or it will be Siberia, iohains. They will

not dare to let us tell what we have seen. They did not realize yet that there was a ttiod ebliheir
problem. That arrangements had already been made for them to keep eternal silencadn Girdaother

thing had also been certain. Once the Baltic countries had accepted servitude, the Finns would be attacked
and would defend themselves.

Of ficers read and wrote with difficulty. Wage engi neer
school for three years. After that they sent me to the township and put me through a mangle in the
Polytechnic for two moseenwatchdddefore. Théy testédaumknowrathingsnby v e r
Oputting them in their mouths, like children. Fagzeams out of tubes were not so bad. Coloured cakes of
soap made them angry by lathering on their tongues and having an unexpected taste. At a performance of a
propaganda play commanded at the theatre, women Commissars turned up in nightdressefabgilictific
tricot, bought in the town, which they had supposed to be evening gowns. The audience was quite unable to
control its laughter. A police charge could not have stopped it. The Russians had sense enough to realize that
laughter is a weapon too. Theortified Commissars were obliged to retire. Until they did the performance
simply could not go on. Soldiers appeared in the villages demanding civilian clothes: when the time comes,
they said to the peasants, we will go together against Moscow. The umiosiscand most startling thing the
townspeople observed was that some of them, passing before a church, furtively made the sign of the cross.
This was not the generation which hated Christ. It was, we had supposed, the generation which did not even
know H m. When he asked them what they meant, they said:
secretly about this Man, and shown wus His Sign. 6

The Russed.ithuanian agreement was announced. A little later it was ratified. Wilno was to be handed over
by the 16th of October [1939]. The Lithuanian Government broadcast their intentioaiteain friendly
relations with the Poles under their jurisdiction é Th
were crestfallen. The White Russians were furidise few thousand Lithuanians living in Wilno almost
burst with importance. The Poles were not asked what they felt, and there was nothing left to them except to
feel. The Russians, | daresay, laughed. At any rate, upetd 6th and for another eleven dafter it their
armoured cars rumbled through the streets all ragdtstood outside the shops, the University an@®#reks
all day. When Wilno was handed over, it veasempty as a cracked nutshell. Even the radio stiasidrbeen
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blown up and the sgpataken away. Theithuanian Army waited humbly at the frontier, cooliitg heels.

When they were at last allowed in, there was hardly a seat or a table left in the barracks they took over. Even
the floors had been ripped up. Metal knab®d fingerplatesand locks were taken even from private
apartments. Typewriters from offices. Money out of tills. The entire bag of tricks, including the gas burners
and the revolving chairs, from the laboratory of the University. After the 16th a good deal of doubt even
began to be expressed as to whether the Russiahsver intended to hand the city over at*ll.

432
167.

Anon.,My Name Is Million: The Experiences of an Englishwoman in Poleaddon: Faber and Faber, 1940), 262
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CHAPTER SIX

Anti-Polish and AntiChristian Agitation,
Vandalism and Looting

Despite the claims of equal treatment of all nationalities, the Soviehlércelled inpersecung various
groups on ethnic grounds. The first nationality to be targeted in the 1930s was the Polish minority in Soviet
Ukraine and Soviet Belorussia who were arrested en masse and deported to the Soviet interior. Ten of
thousand®f Polesperished during that ordeal. With the signing of the MoldRilvbentrop Pact the Soviet
press adopted a pidazi point of view and embarked on an @ntilish propaganda campaign which soon
turned into an albut policy of combating not only Polisimstitutions, schools, and organizations, but
indeed all manifestations of Polishné¥s.

Hitl erbés speeches berating Poland and the Poles wer
major Soviet Russian newspaper ran at least one hostilee artith a height of thirtynine such articles
and poems ifPravdaon September 19, 1939, two days after the Soviet invasion of Poland. But not only
did the Soviet press appeal to, and thus perpetuate, certldirationalistic hatreds, it gave a clegnsl
to the local Russiaspeaking authorities to condone or encourage violence against Poles. This official
sanctioning of violence, combined with the prewar grievances of the minorities, made Poles into
scapegoats*

The Soviet press encouraged hatoel A Po | aParddp off Palhiesh gentry, o0 or si mpl
ignoring the fact that the government of the second republic had abolished all titles of nobility. As historian
Ewa M. Thompson explains,

The connotations of the wopmhnin Russian indiate that the press was referring not only to social class but

also, and primarily, to nationality and to Polish social manners traditionally perceived by Russians as

pretentious and excessively rooted. In regard to this assortment of Polish targetsian\admabulary was

used in articles, poems, and stories written by Russians of otherwise spotless reputations. Things Polish were
vilified é& Poland was presented as a place where a st
Belorussians, Ukrainies, and Jewsse nt | e men 6 s lePame stérh of Boode and d synonym for

all that was wrong with the conquered territories. ... Witnesses of the horrors of Polish rule wrote their
testimonials for newspaper swereappavinglyqudte 6s al |l egati ons

Broad crosssections of Jewish society joined in this @ndilish campaignvhich took on a highly
ritualized format

On 30 September [193%jinansovaia gazeta e por t ed t hat during such festiviti
oppression of the Polish over-learodd] hbonsé hpaicnttgr o®o |Bd k

proposed that a telegram with thankBavdadesenitbdd fCamra
meeting of the intell i glathisfinaodunden20,008, 50 membears obthe Sgoni m
l ocal intelligentsia were said to have attended this

gave antiPolish speeches. On 13 OctobePiavda G. Ryl kin ridiculed Taomasz Kapi
l abor union in Biagystok, onl y b eRravdaA.€rlikk appke bfu gk o was |
ifwestern Belorussia that had be emvdapoblisheda westimdnigi Pol es. 0
by a Mr. Prager aboocbnbéestsawiyon nc aRrgiddpubldied eh0 Mar ch 1
article entitled 6Letters from western parts of Ukrain

“BEor a descri pti on okf rceognidointsi osnese iWo jtchiee cBhi asglyesstzoy Es ki , fiPo

sowi eckich na obszarze przedwoj ennet94 Dzejp dajnoviszajowa bi agosto
(2001): 5764.

““Ewa M. Thompson, #ANati onal inPtess,A93d 9 & Glavic Revievival. 50, oe2 Sovi et Ru
(Summer 1991): 38®9. See also Ewa M. Thompsoimperial Knowledge: Russian Literature and Colonialism
(Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 2 0and pany Wgadi mir
Stalina: Propaganda sowi ecka wil®tt(zKerdaekd mii:u Aw odj@dnya ,z 2T0r0z0e)c,i N 9
435Thompson, fiNational i st Pr opagail®d Blavic Revievevol. 5@ wna. @ t Russi an
(Summer 1991): 391.
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daily published in New York in Yiddish had issued a special supplement containgrg fettm persons in

Sovietoccupied Poland. An inhabitant of Grodno is said to have written the following to his brother in the

United States: 6Dear brother: Now we are free. We have
past . 60 ofinehde givep by the Soviet papers to Jewish names in the descriptions could hardly be

accidental [though they were likely representative of the prominence of thatighoy &

Numerous accounts found throughout this compilation attest to the fregweth which derogatory
statements about Poland and Poles were made in public, especially at meetings and ralidisAnti
agitation was also prevalent in private settings where spontaneous outbursts were the order of the day in the
early period®’Asone Jewi sh witness reported, fAAs for the Jews
a very nasty way; the expression O6Your time is ove
o v er 8 gvdn. réligious Jews could use the prevailing political dém@ disparage Poles with
impunity about such things as their rosher diet and their Catholic beliéfS The tone, after all, was set
by the occupiers themselves, as witnessed in the following scene described dyadewm ZJgocz - w:

Particularly obnoxious was the behavior of the Russian adolescents, sons and daughters of the Russian
fari stocracy, o0 higher party members or senior militar:
obscene language, taunting peowho spoke Polist?

The first interwar politician to come out publicly in support of the Ger®aviet partition of Poland was
Jakub Wygodski, a Zionist | eader and former deputy t
the <cityodrscidle.wi Wyg ocdosuk i stated in an interview publi
majority of the Jewish community expresses its satisfaction at the fact that the Lithuanians have entered
Wil no,o an opinion seconded b yist &svistf'&xamples &othes zt ej n, a
forms of antiPolish and antCatholic activities carried out by Jews abound.

As in the case ofVielkie Oczya vi |l |l age near L*F dewish zoutivs whojoiredithee ar | i er |,
komsomol roamed the vicinity oSkidel near Grodno destroying Catholic roadside shritfédNear

436Ibid.,392.Th)mpson ends the | ast sentence with the following s
escaped the editorsod attent i onrof-notthaihaccuracies, idwoeld fasternaati a n d ma g n
Semitism among Pol es. 0o

437

Leopold Gadzina, wn boarded a train in Magy GEsk, in Vol hyni a, wi t
wel come from various Jewish passengers whom he addressed
finished. Here in the Soviet Union we are all citizens, tovarh e s . Webre all equal , there are
added that Poland was a fascist state that persecuted its
A third added, i We |l | heds a P o kwsadeented tieir mSevid,dispasitibnddy ci st and
speaking in RusMoijaen .z dSeerez eRwoiwei &s khbio |l s Bwi kami we wrzeSniu 16
“®As cited in tbikowski, fJewi sh Reaction tRolintvd.d3 Sovi et Ar
(2000): 68.

Bz70fi a SiAleaterpe((Eskdi; KIi o, 1994) , 22. The author descri bes |

the home of a Jewish woman in Tarnopol, where her family rented two small rooms.

440TennenbaumZIoczow Memoirl48 49.

441 Jacek M. Majchrowski, et alKt o kimywjDrugiej Rzeczypospolit¢jVarsaw: BGW, 1994), 48@1; Piotr

Go s s o Mitweka sprawy polskie 1939940( War s a w: PaEGtwowe Wydawnictwo Naukowe
WogkonowsHiK, ai PWKbl em mniejszoSci etniigc@myrchwale Wi d edBsegm-zwy
totalitarnych na WileGEzcaRIniPolwshkhésitorlilanwdjtmyni S§iaavto W
that the antPolish measures introduced by the new Lithuanian authorities gained significant though not unanimous

support among the Jewish populace, especially the proletariat. See Lewandosyskalnian,36.

“2Gross and-G@ssW zcizEsekrad z i e st ym nas 2Barhektestimony froByheivad zesgal i é
Vashem archive i s that of taD r (StrasseB;t aitn iiss gppsted &tenr y k Sz
<http://wielkieoczy.itgo.com/Memories/SH.htm>. Dr. Szarota notes that the entire komsomol was made up of Jews,

with the exception of one nejew.
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Gysksowth of Wogkowysk, a roadside cross was knocked
removed*** Jews demolished the statue of St. John adorning a pddliimkin e ar St ogpce, and ¢t t
into the watef*
InWo § o, 8 yew who prepad the market square for the erection of a statue of Stalin detonated a large
cross that stood in the way. Jewish Communists by the name of Schmarka Itzkovich and Yishaiau Rubin
removed religious banners from the Catholic churchMiszniew affixed red fags to the poles, and
paraded with them across town to the market square. There they stood at the head of the committee that
welcomed the Red Army and its officers with bread and*&alt.
A group of young Jews hurled rocks at the Carmelite monastetyi I'§ n i oVielhyeia; smashing the
historic staineeylass windows of the churéf The local Communist militia, comprised of Jews and
Ukrainians, desecrated portr aGu cby poking duhtee e@awithol i ¢ bi s
bayonets'*®
Jews @tempted unsuccessfully to seize the Catholic chapel in the colddyoé mi ort e awk ak®d b r y E.
Shortly after the Soviet entry a civilian mob of about 100 people, almost all of them Jews, armed with
pistols and bearing red armbands, stormed into the sgnim® i sk stole all the possessions in that
complex of buildings. The priests and clerics were rounded up and forced into the courtyard and threatened
with execution as enemies of the Communist regime. A Soviet patrol, drawn there by the commotion,
liberated the priests from their frenzied capf6?§The Soviets wereot, of course, opposed to oppressing
the clergy that had after all killed off tens of thousands of Christian clergymen since the Rev@dlbtion
it way they who would decide when the times right to strike, and not their overzealous lackeys.)
Elsewhere in that town Polish women locked themselves in a church to prevent Jewish policemen from
desecrating it>*
A group of Jews, composed of both men and women, invaded the Catholic chairelttany inGo ma z y
near Biaga Podlaska. They destroyed 1|itttrmical rob .

“Beata Ca gka, iczy to s N Ojdzyzhamg. 4 109 (Fekruag/t1§,n1996)? @2. | et t er ,
Notwithstanding such conduct, after the German takeover, a local priest hid a Jew until June 1943, when he was
accepted into the 27th Division ofPot lae yHaeoigod5z3B6 mPp39See Wr o E

444 Stella H. SyowiecTobis, The Fulfillment of Visionary Return: A Historical Narrative Based on Two Memoirs

Written by the Author at Ages 13 and(Northbrook, lllinois: Artpol Printing, 1998), 41.
“Account of Maria Chilicka, dsassiend Mar ch 3, 2004 (in the au

“48 Levin, The Lesser of Two Evil§, 3 ; Gdaliyau Dudman, AVi s hn¥ishoevadkdir i ng t he W
shehayetah veenenah od125 ff.

“TEdward PrusHo | ocaust po banderow¢MoupocGaw: t Ndzt omy |l L9@5UPA71.

483 7 a w§ oMejeakpblskesowiecka 193¢1997), vol. 2, 383.

449

WilczewskaNi m mi nndlo 25 | at,

“PEugeniusz Borowski, fAMartyrologia BekyxhoainadEsAnvia ndi eGad z jEs
Martyrologia duchowilegse&e6é GwdT:poAs&hedbecl®z3j9al ne Wydawnict wo
Wierzbicki,Po |l acy i tydzi W6. zaborze sowiecki m,

“lywilczewska,Ni m mi n i 3BiB4. Rdwithstarding such conels Monsignor Witold Iwicki, the vicar general

of the diocese of Pi G&sk, organi zed aid for the Jews under
January 23, 1943. See Szymon Dathea,s s pr awi ed!| i wych: Kar t aokugowahg Poks¢ge- w r at own
(wWarsaw: Ksi NOka i Wiedza, 1968), 104, 113. The Catholic b
Augustineds Church in Warsaw during the war, provided Jews

See he account of Henryk Szladkowski (Slade) in Andrzej Chciuk, &aljng Jews in WafForn Poland 19301945
(Clayton, Victoria: Wilke and Company, 1969), 50; Tatiana Berenstein and Adam Rutkégsikiance to the Jews in
Poland, 19391945(Warsaw: Poloni@ublishing House, 1963), 40.

2 Romuald Szudej ko, iSpogecznoSi UydowSkal et ydo maydeWws pir ey
Instytutu Historycznegmo. 188 (1998): 87.
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Jedwabne a local harness maker and Communist sympathizer by the name of Yakov Katz defecated in
front of the church door (though not in b n t of the synagogue), and mocked
building a church that became an outhotid@here is no information thahe synagogusin thesetowns
was profaned byJews (or Poles)so clearly the assaslon the Catholic chur@shad an ethorreligious
dimension.
Ins wi s, ghe mewly appointed Jewish mayor, Weiner, carried out an inspection of the Catholic church
and rectory and demanded that the priest open the tabernacle. The Catholic nuns were removed from the
chil dr en 6 sn usdowh Jevash whe deabpis@bles and Cztholics was placed in charjdn
U S ¢ i danthg Bug River, in Volhynia, local Jews organized agihist spectacle in which a horse was
dressed in Christian liturgical vestments and paraded around“tdwine wife of the head of the
revoluionary committeeKlara Kohn, also an ardent Communist herself, evicted the nuns who worked in
the hospital ir6 n i adoyed the chapel and discarded the religious artificact$Th it.
It should be noted that Soviet soldiers did not take part in gesédegious displays. They appear to have
been an entirely local initiative directed at the Catholic Church. They mirrored the actions carried out by
the Nazis in Germanccupied PolandThere toothe Germans destroyed countless Catholic churches,
shrinesand monuments and German soldiers, dressed in clerical robes and carrying banners and other
religious artefacts, conducted mock processféhhere is no record of similar assaults on synagogues
and rabbis in the Soviet zofi When a Jewish Communist aadl for destruction of the Catholic Church in
Mari jampol a, Lithuania, the reaction of the Catholic

during one of the rallies in Mariampole [ Maaijampol aj.
project of amazing daring AThe time has finally arrive
estroy prejudice. | make a motion to destroy the churc
There was silence as if in a cemetery. A peasant arose to secontothei o n : AWE agree, Co mi
Prejudice must be destroyed. But, you see, the Catholic Church is very large. We have to gain experience in
blowing up buildings. Your synagogue is a smaller building. | proposetianm Let us begin to exterminate
superstitim by bl owing up your synagogue. 0
Laughter and applause filled the ro8th.

In total, some 60 Polish Catholic priests were murdered or deported to the Gulag during the Soviet

occupatior®™ One regional NKVD report from September 1940 states that, unlikieol@apriests, the

activities of rabbis were not being monitof8Y.

kazimierz LaudaGski, fiJeNaszaPoiskayoyembers2p,200h N Oj czyznié, o
“>%Krahel,Do Swi a diewlemeim20%. Rev. Albin Horba states that a number of local Poles were conscripted by
the NKVD to spy on and denounce fellow citizens but they revealed themselves and warned people to be cautious.
Ibid., 206.

“SEdward FlisNar - d wy br a nsyd a QReeap oi (\Wathalj @riaznaz1a94), 11.

“*®*Mar ek Jan Chodakiewicz, ATaki p ol s k i Glakkopis@Marsak), no. 4AWs p o mni eni
(2006): 2383 9 . See also Jadwiga Ungar , Rzazacpospais\¥ansey), BebraaryB,ol ak - w ¢ z ¢
2001.

ST A photograph of a mock religious procession staged by German soldiers is found between pages 70 Ema 71 in
Persecution of the Catholic Church in Germ@ocupied Poland: Reports Presented by H.E. Cardinal Hlond, Primate
of Polard, To Pope Pius XllI, Vatican Broadcasts and Other Reliable Evidéonoglon: Burns Oates, 1941).

“8A source cited by an Israeli historian concedes that f#fth
pri est s. dheSesserolTefwvils 832 n.18.

“*““Henryk Tomaszewski, HAMemoir of | fittewarmm Mattyassnotl Rogicad i n Jan
Accounts of the Heroic Witness of Blessed George Kaszyra and Blessed Anthony LestSreskibddge,

Massachusetts: Marian Press, 20014.

460 Roman Dzwa k o ws k i , iRepresje wobec pol skiego d-wschodnich e &t wa ka
II' RP 19391941, o i n Gnat owskawi &@an ¢ z Bojl & o ws knvscbodrich kiaent || a p-gnocr
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Bishop Franciszek Barda & r z e nepo8dd in November 1939 that his chancery had been taken over
as a dwelling place for Jews and that some Jewish women had attempted to occupy the episcopal residence
where the auxiliary bishop and several priests resitfeth t - § k miétiamen most of them Jews,
expropriated a monastery in order to house Jewish refugees from the Germ&H Zews.held dances in
the Franciscan monastery ltha n a crz e avr PrzemySl any which ®%&ee boycott
rectory iQGSBaturyn near Mo § o doecaped by awewswho was the director of a state alcohol
distillery.
A committee consisting of Jewish Communists was put in charge of the schools of the Benedictine and
Ursuline Orders i w -; whey implemented the new atheistic curriculum berefteéénences to Polish
history A Jew by the name of Schnellig was appointed the
Schnellig oversaw the confiscation of the furnishings of Bishop Eugeniusz Baziak, who had to leave the
building, and summoned the Iitia to invigilate all activities at the seminary. Schnellig took every
opportunity to mock Poland and the Poles. He even ordered the Franciscan Sisters of the Family of Mary
(Marian Sisters), who ran a nearby nursery school, to issue sacramental wiesectildren for luncH®’
Another Jew, who had completed his rabbinical studies, frequently stood watch outside the seminary
church and attempted to engage the clerics in conversation about religion. This Jew was very malicious and
aggressive and ridiculatie Catholic faitH'®®
Student del egations were convoked to a theatre in Lw
instruction and prayers were being banned at schools and crucifixes would be removed. Jewish delegates
raised cheers in honour &ftalin and the Communist Party and started to sing the Internationale. When
Polish students intone#ydhderayBogajnnand W WsVawt | GodNot (Ror

Rzeczypospolitej (1982941),75i 93.

“'Mi chag GNieptokwos kiia, Bi a§os

ago
bi agostocki mlw41l awachdiid
2001), 248.

a: Op-r spofgeczny i pol sk
okdgd&yldawni ct wo Uni wersyt

%2 30hn F. MorleyyVatican Diplomacy and the JeviDuring the Holocaust, 1983943(New York: Ktav, 1980), 133.

463 Levin, The Lesser of Two Evil63.
464 Jolanta Chodorska, ed50 d n i synowi e naszej Ojczyzny: S \Wamsdwe ct wa nade
Wydawni ctwo Si-str L 203et anek, 2002) , Part Two,

“wa ¢ g awrrSoibko,s zcz z g o (Lublin:eNgrbertipum,2008)n3B8.c z a

“®Beata Obert y Es KadomiuMiawoliSee cRwndlz kead)i,t i on ( Chi cago: Grono Przy]j
their experiences various Catholic orders of women atarme t o t he assi stance of Jews in
Albertine Sisters, the Benedictine Sisters, the Benedictine Sisters of the Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,

the Carmelite Sisters, the Sisters of Charity, the Poor Clares of Perpetuatidwiche Felician Sisters, the Franciscan

Sisters of the Family of Mary, the Magdalene Sisters, the School Sisters of Notre Dame, the Sisters of the Resurrection,

the Sacr® Coeur Si ster s, and t he Ur snailedintEwa K8reksyoue Lifes . Some of
Is Worth Mine: How Polish Nuns Saved Hundreds of Jewish Children in Geboeupied Poland, 1939945 (New

York: Hippocrene, 1997).

467

Stanisgaw sBiozu @&, krzyUem znaczona: Ws p o miemidwawskiejz Uyci a K
19391945 (Lubl i n: I nstytut Bada®& nad Poloni N i Duszpasterst
Lubel skiego, and Oddziagdg Lubel ski 6486 Aceoading tgp the rmemoiraof i Ws p - | not
Andrzej Jus and Karolina Jusur Journey in the Valley of Teaf§oronto: University of Toronto Press, 1991)j 78,

7881, 90, Bi shop Baziak was instrument al in the rescue of
and her only si st erwhalelievea thd risk tdtlaeir livésianttee handsfofathie lGermans, to be
exaggerated, declined the offer t hough f fmindeldness ind ad mi r at i o
honesty and for the way he criticized aBte mi t i s m. 0 Tiktars ofthedantlyi of Maay mescBed more than
600 Jews in the many convents and institutions they operat

see KurekYour Life Is Worth Mine]29.
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L a n dNie rfudim ziendi ) in protest, a scuf f | he Pdishstkdentsavere . As a
arrested®®

Before the sham referendum held in the Fal/l of 19
incorporation of the southeastern Borderlands into the Ukrainian SSR, trucks decorated with red flags,

banners and placardand full of mostly Jewish youths boisterously singing songs praising the Soviet

Union and maligning Poland a¥f Poles, circulated throc
Jewish teachers took charge of the orphanage of the Sisters Servants of the Blessed Virgin Mary of the
Immaculate ConceptioniBi § k a Szmleaach elcwk-aw, and ardently %P'reached a

Young Jews distributed antéligious leaflets during Catholic religious servi¢&s(Jewish and Ukrainian
enforcers were ruthless in collecting food quotasnffarmers’®
The Christmas season presented an opportunity for a Jewish teadher rina fear &ostopol to tear
religious medallions off the necks of Christian children and to forbid them from wearind them.
In the election of the student sglbvenment at a high school iB r a s, gre wf the candidates, the
daughter of a welto-do Jew who owned a large food store, portrayed herself as the child of a poor labourer
who had to endure hunger, poverty and persecution by the Polishiieshimr herCommunist beliefs and
Jewish origin”
On February 22, 1940, a group of school childreBio r y stdrtedasinging the Polish religious hymn
iBoUe, c¢dPGBdl skvihd protected Polando], instead of th
Monsignor Andrzej Osikowicz, who was eventially released after interventions by the Polish popéation.
group of Jewish Communist supporters broke into the Catholic church, desecrated it and seized religious
artifacts. A m°l ®e br Chateoliceinwhichwsix telvs calprits weralimu8.f enr aged
Many of the newly appointedeacherswho became ardent supporters of the Soviet regivees local
Jews whose educational and pedagogical qualifications wereraft@arpoor. However, the principsilof
many schools were Jews who had been brought in from the Soviet Union; they were committed ideologues
without exceptiorf!”
A similar atmosphere prevailed in community centfesoung Pole recalled a visit he paid to the local
Peopl e 6irsZ aHohmie-the summer of 1940vhere festivitiewvere going on to mark a Bolshevik
holiday. Most of those in attendance were young Jem®o boisterously sang revolutionary songs
mal i gni npgn®i.PoAnieshof the young Pol eschisilericedithe homa Pol i sh
The young Poles quickly ran off, but one of them was summoned selb@vethe next day to answer for

O Mar i PotaJdaneszajtist yci e moj e tak burzl i wéMrsawWBspress)©993),1833a i dokum
Hryciuk, Polacy we Lwowie 1939944,127.

“OaAnna Rudzi Gska, fWspitthd Beszty HistotyczrParis) io.e137 (2001)9136.

“Myrban,or oga krzyUowa Archidiecezji Lwidms86i8e] w | atach |1 woj

ar2 Wegierski,September 193934 35.

“Bgjiekierka, Ko ma (Esukdiob-amsd wBuldo&koliane przez nacjonalist- - w
woj ew-dztwi eilO4k64ski m 1939

474

Account of Wjodzi siwemzd kDwidko mi we ki i n
475AleksanderSzemieWspomnieniakresowiakaalatwojhy\Nar saw: Go®Graf, 2004),
“*The incidents in Borysgaw are based on a PRuthush wunderg

Ludowego in Warsaw, Archi wum Suclavents eoften pdi@yecas-Seingign at ur a 20
pogroms in Jewish literature. Although allegedly an-8atinite, Rev. Osikowicz, the local pastor, was arrested by the

Germans for etouraging his parishioners to assist Jews. He had himself provided many Jews with false baptismal
document s. He was deported to Majdanek concentration camp
Zaj Nc z Martwrs & Charity: Christian and JewisResponse to the HolocauBtrt One (Washington, D.C.: St.

Maximilian Kolbe Foundation, 1987), 1280; Yisrael Gutman and Shmuel Krakowskinequal Victims: Poles and

Jews During World War TwgNew York: Holocaust Library, 1986), 227.

arr Levin, The Lesseof Two Evils,109.
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