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Rescue activities on behalf of Jews were carried out by priests, nuns and monks in more than one
thousand Roman Catholic Church institutions throughout Poland during World War II. The number
of priests and religious involved in these activities was many times higher.

This effort is all the more remarkable since Poland was the only country under Nazi Germany
occupation where any form of assistance to Jews was routinely punishable by death. Several dozen
members of the Polish clergy were executed for this reason.

It must also be borne in mind that the Polish Catholic clergy were the only Christian clergy who were
systematically surveilled, persecuted, murdered and imprisoned by the thousands as a result of Nazi
genocidal policies.

This selection of accounts of rescue is far from comprehensive, as there are several hundred
additional cases yet to be entered. It has been compiled by The Polish Educational Foundation in
North America (Toronto) and is posted on the Internet at:

http://www.kpk-toronto.org/archives/clergy recue kpk.pdf
http://www.glaukopis.pl/pdf/czytelnia/WartimeRescueOfJewsByThePolishCatholicClergy MarkPaul.pdf

THIS COMPILATION IS NOT FOR SALE OR COMMERCIAL USE. THE INFORMATION MAY INCLUDE COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL,
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An Overview of the German Occupation, 19391 1945

Holocaust historian Philip Friedmavas the first to describe tharious forms of assistance providedews
by the Catholic clergy throughout Poland in his pioneering warkescueT hei r Br ot (New s 6 Kee
York: Holocaust Library, 1978 at pages 1426 and 140.

Emanuel Ringel blum notes in his diaries dated December
their parishioners to bury their prejudice against Jews and beware of the poisonioétied preached by themmon .
enemy, the Germans. In an entry of June, 1941, Ringelblum tells of a priestin KgmBimos . St ani whdaw Ci eS

called on his flock to aid Jewish inmates of the fosiedbr camps in the vicinity. A priestin Graje{Rev. Aleksander
P n zsamjlarly enjoined his parishioners to help Jews.

During the early days of the German occupation, in October, 1939, eleven Jews were seized in Szczebrzeszyn. Aid was
sought from the | ocal priest, Ci esl iotGhiistiahstopeasiththé e S| i c k
German authorities. &

Several Jews of Siedlce survived i n Padlagklutnakketoamonk t he wo
who, having discovered their hiding place by accident, brought them food every day.
I'n Jul vy, 1941, the Germans i mposed a staggering fine

contributed a large sum of money to help the Jews.

Andreas[Andrzej] Gdowski, priest of the famous Ostra Brama Church in Vilna, savedstdsedf several Jews by
concealing them in the house of worship. According to Hermann Adler, a Jewish poet who survived the Vilna ghetto,
Father Gdowski, in addition to saving the lives of Jews, also took care of their spiritual needs by setting dside a we
camoufl aged room in his church to be used by his fAgues:

In Szczucin, on the Day of Atonement, 1939, the Germans staged a raid on all the synagogues. They harassed and beat
worshipers, ridiculed and spat upon them; they tore the gatmoff young Jewish females and drove them naked
through the market place. At noon, the vicar of the local Catholic church appeared in the market place in his sacerdotal
vestments and implored the Germans to cease torturing the Jews and permit tiiem to tieeir prayers. The SS men,
however, were not to be denied their afternoon of fun and frolic; they burned down the synagogues.

A number of priests in the neighborhood of the death camp at Treblinka gave food and shelter to Jews escaping from
transports on the way to the camp.

Father[Jan] Urbanowicz of Brzeson-Bug[ Br z e S|  nwad sh@& byghe 8emjans in June, 1943, for aiding
Jews. For the same crime Canon Roman Archutowski, Rector of the Clerical Academy in Warsaw, was sent to the
Majdanek concentration camp, where he died of torture in October, 1943. Similarly, the [JBaeor} of Grodno
parish[Rev. AlbinJaroszewicd and the Priorof the Franciscan Orddfr. DionizyorMi ¢ h a § Knlere seet a k ]
Lomza [ GomUa] 1P43, andiwere shai.t umn o f

In 1942, during the massive German raids on the Jews in the Warsaw ghetto, the three remaining rabbis received an
offer of asylum from members of the Catholic clergy. The rabbis graciously declined the proffered chance oftescape an
perished with their congregations. é

Several priests in Vilna [Wilno] delivered sermons admonishing their parishioners to refrain from taking Jewish
property or shedding blood; eventually those clerics disappeared.

A priest who baptized a seventegrarold Jewish girl and aided her in other ways was tried in public, flogged by the
Gestapo, and sentenced to forced labor for life.

Hi storian Wgadysgaw Bartoszewski, a prominent memt
provides the folloving overview inhis bookThe Blood Shed Unites Us: Pagest the History of Help to the
Jews in Occupied Polan@Varsaw: Interpress Publishers, 1970), at pages9¥B9

There was hardly a monastic congregation in Poland during the occupation that didmetin contact with the
problem of help to the hiding Jews, chiefly to women and childdespite strong pressure from the Gestapo and
constant surveillance of the monasteries, and the forced resettlement of congregations, arrests and deportations to
conentration camps, thus rendering underground work more difficult. Some orders carried on work on a particularly
large scale: the Congregation of Franciscan Sisters of the Family of Mary who concealed several hundred Jewish
children in their homes throughotRoland; the figure of Mother [Matylda] Getter, Provincial Superior of that

! Although arrested by the Germans, Rev. Albin Jaroszewicz was not killed. His fate is delsteiben in the text.



Congregation, has already gone down in history. The Ursuline Sisters [BiotmanUnion] played a similar role in

War saw, Lublin, Cracow [ Krak- w], aSitda ndrsagcaow wW oai nvdo dksohjiopmy |
Order of the Immaculate Conception did the same in their convents; the Discalced Carmelites gave shelter to the
especially endangered leaders of Jewish underground organizations. In their home at 27 Wolska Btaesaw,

situated near the ghetto walls, help was given to refugees in various forms; this was one of the places where false
documents were delivered to Jews,; there, tdAsieWilher,ai son n
Tuwie Szejgut, and othe® had their secret premises. In 1942 and 1943, the seventeen sisters lived under permanent
danger of [death] but never declined their cooperation even in the most hazardous undertakings. The Benedictine
Samaritan Order of the Holy Crosscena | ed chi |l dren and adul ts[ &t eBthaw} z k - w,
voivodship of WarsatySisters of the Order of the Resurrection [of Our Lord Jesus Christ] hid Jews in all their convents
throughout Poland; the Franciscan Sisters [Servants o€ifuss] in Laski near Warsaw many a time gave refuge and

help to a great number of these perCoaucCorgreghtiomidokcareaf! | ot h
Jews in Lvov [Lw-w] at the time of most intensified Na:

Equally splendid was the record of many orders of monks, and in particular the St Vincent [de Paul] Congregation of
Missionary Fathers, the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, the Salesian Society, the Catholic Apostleship
Association, the Congregation lffarist Fathers, the Franciscans, the Capuchins and the Dominicans.

We | | known is the protective role played towards the
metropolitan bishop in Vilna [Wilno], and by Dr Il gnacy
in Vilna, after the war Gdinary of Siedlce Diocese (died in 1968); it was of their will and with their knowledge that a
great many refugees from the ghettos were hiding in ecclesiastical institutions and convents. Also well known are the
activities of the distinguished writer armgteacher, the late Father Jacek Woroniecki of the Dominican Order. In

Warsaw, an especially beneficent role wa’fatherllanyied among
Father Zygmunt Tr - -szyGki, a n lter Marceli Gddlewslkj, heetar bf the Romane | f u
Catholic parish of All Saints, by Father Antoni Czarne:t

social work was display@dwith the knowledge and of the will of the Archbisiidgtropolitan Adam Sapha, by
Father Ferdynand Machay, wethown civic leader, writer and preacher. It was also to the priests throughout the
country that the dangerous task fell ex officio to issue to people in hiding birth and baptism certificates necessary for the
obtainingp f A AryandAdoecmmentsf priests, |ike Father Julian C
for it with deportation to a concentration camp. ¢&

In all their efforts aimed at helping Jews, the clergy and the convents collaborated as @r@ativolic laymen in
their region. Thus, for example, rectors would place some of those hiding in the homes of their parishioners, and
convents often kept in contact with lay institutions of Polish social welfare; the personnel of the latter incheded a g
many persons dedicated to the idea of bringing help.

2 On the activities of the Benedictine SamaritaneBsoft he Cr oss of -S@hmairsta,i rHeMirggck-w, and P
ZygmuntZi el | Es kicj eedel igijne wiPehsSceMpobdophupacijikkKat@wES B, i | wows
1992), 33437, Ewa Kurek,Your Life Is Worth Mine: How Polish Nuns Saved Hundreds of Jewish Children in G&ccapied

Poland, 19391945(New York: Hippocrene Books, 199729 30, 164 66.

*SRev. Wjadysgaw Korni owicz, chaplain of the Insti busidee for BI
Warsaw, sheltered and assisted Jewish converts and Jews who ésoapkd ghettoSe e Mat eusz Wyr wi ch, @A Obc)
mi eSBiel étyn | nstyt urouw (20082 (iestimoniyaf TomasoPRrddrj Kott, a Jew who was baptized as a

child, wrote: fAFather Kor ni §o arofttle lobgasginilated §vVdrsam atelligenstdia. Iddnet J e ws v
know how many of these conversions were truly religious and how many were prompted by the threat of a waSeroftesnti.
Undoubtedly Father Korni gowi ¢t 20 gan&aqtstil Alive:IAn AutolgogréppicalkEbsgew p | ay ed &
Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1994), 15

‘“Before the war Rev. Jan Zieja was a professor -kaownprdagherc| er i c a
and auor of works on religious subjects. During the war he provided many Jews with baptismal and birth cerntéioatasry

shelter, and food, and found hiding places for theeghis accountiwWgady s daw Bartoszewstknjesaznd Zof i a
ojczyzymojejSecond revised and expandgdR0.&ahe dof hivantivitiedare dekailedvin thisstudy.k , 19 6
5n interwar Poland the combination birth and baptismal certificate issued by Roman Catholic parishes had the stalstateoffici

documents. During the German occupation a birth and baptismal certificate issued by a Roman Catholic parish allowetbthe beare

obtain aKennkarte,an identity card introduced by the Germalisnnkartenwere issued to Poles 15 and oldEo. receivea

Kennkarte a person had to fill out an application and provide documents such as a birth certificate, prewar Polish identity document,
marriage certificate, etc. Poles were obliged to make a formal declaration of their Aryan ethnicity. Upon reeaigil #pplicants

were fingerprinted. Since Polispeaking civil servants were involved in the process, the cards were frequently forged, which allowed

for members of the underground or Polish Jews to get a new identity. Moreover, illegal printingnahafecturingKennkarten

operated in occupied Poland. The cards were widely available on the black market. According to the Gestapo, in 1943 in Warsaw

there were up to 150,000 fake cards in circulation.






The Treatment of the Polish Catholic Clergy

Already in the first months of the occupation, the Catholic Church in Poland, and especially its clergy in the
western territories incorporated inteetReich, was subjected to systematic persecotiascale unheard of in

other countries that were to be occupied by the Gerratsewnhere, the Germans did not interfere much in the
functioning of Christian religions and the diayday affairs of the elrgy.Reports from 1939 and 1940 provide

vivid descriptions of the cruel treatment meted out to hundreds of members of the Polish clergy including
bishops® Althoughthese atrocities were often perpetrated in the open and witnessed by the populagien at lar
including the Jews, there are no known reports of how the Jews reacted to the mistreatment of the Catholic
clergy.Until the German invasion of the Soviet Union in the summer of 1941, éabltisough occasionally
abused were nosent to concentratioranopsor executed publiclyhe way that Polish Catholic priests were
Yetthere is no record of any concern, let alone protest, on thefpaltbis regardinthe treatment of Polish
priestsby the Germans

In the archdiocese of Gniezno

The Archdiocesa Curi a was closed by the Gestapo. é Likewise,
instance has been closed and taken over by the Gestapo. The keys of the Curia and the Tribunal are in the hands of the
Gestapo.

The Metropolitan Chapter hdsen dispesed. The VicalGeneralandMgrf St ani sgaw] Krzeszki ewic
houses. The others were ejected from their homes, and Canon [Aleksy] Brasse has been deported to Central Poland [the
General Government]. &

The archiespiscopal seminary of philosophy at Gniezno was taken awerdnidiers. A German general has taken
the archiespiscopal palace as his quarters. The homes of the expelled Canons, as likewise theptheeling the
| ower c¢clergy of the Basilica, have been wanowewphiugait by t he
of their parish and convent, the latter being used as a place of detention for Jews. The principal parish church, that of
the Holy Trinity, was profaned, the parish house invaded, and the entire belongings were stolen.

The German atiorities, especially the Gestapo, rage against the Catholic clergy, who live under a rule of terror,
constantly harassed by provocations, with no possibility of recourse or legitimate defence.

The following priests were shot by the Germans:

Rev.Anthop [ Antoni] Lewicki, rural dean and parish priest
Rev. Mi chael [ Mi chagl] Rol ski, rural dean and parish pr
Rev. Matthew Zabl ocki [ Mat eusz Zabdocki], rural dean ¢
Rev.Wenceaslus [ Wacgdgaw] Janke, parish priest of Jaktorowo.

Rev. Zeno Niziolkiewicz [Zenon Niziogkiewicz], parish
Rev. John [Jan] Jakubowski, curate of Bydgoszcz.

Rev. Casimir [Kazimierz] Nowicki, curate of Janowiec.

RevLadi sl aus [Wdadysgdgaw] Nowicki, curate of Szczepanowc
Rev. Peter [Piotr] Szarek, a Lazarist Father, curate of Bydgoszcz.

Rev. [ Stanisgaw] Wi orek, a Lazarist [Vincentian] Fat he
With blows of their riflebutts, German soldielslled:

Rev. Mari an Skrzypczak, curate of Plonkowo [PJonkowo] .
Due to forced labour:

Rev. Joseph [J-zef] Domeracki, rural dean and parish j
Died in prison:

Rev. Canon Boleslaus [Bolesgaw] ndasbegsahki], parish prie
Rev. Romoal d Soltysinski [ Romual d Sogtysi Gski], parist

5 The Persecution of the Catholic Church in Gerr@mupied Poland: Reports Presented by H.E. Cardinal Hlond, Primate of
Poland, to Pope Pius XIl, Vatican Broadcasts and Other Reliable Evideondon: Burns Oates, 1941; New York: Longmans,
Green & Co., 1941)



Killed by a German bomb:
Rev. Leo [Leon] Breczewski, parish priest of Sosnica |

Many priests are imprisoned, suffering humiliations, blows, maltreatmA certain humber were deported to
Germany, and of those there is no news. Others have been detained in concentration camps. Already there has begun the
expul sion of priests into Central Pol amdirareobeeapriest i t i s
in the midst of labour gangs working in the fields, repairing roads and bridges, drawing wagons of coal, at work in the
sugar factories, and even engaged in demolishing the synagogues. Some of them have been shut up far the night i
pigsties, barbarously beaten and subjected to other tortures. As illustrations, we cite these facts.

At Bydgoszcz, in September [1939], about 5,000 men were imprisoned in a stable, in which there was not even room to
sit on the ground. A corner of tistable had been designated as the place for the necessities of nature. The Canon

Casimir Stepczynski [Kazimierz Stinpczy@&ki], rural dean
Jew, to carry away in his hands the human excremeraiyaeating task, considering the great number of prisoners. The
curate, Adam Musial [ Musiag], who wished to take the p
butt. é

From an authoritative sour cremberg)and Sniezno thé ehurches idveeliceame e n B
closed, with very few exceptions. o € This situation (i

growing worse &
Those churches which still have the ministrations of priests are pernutiedopen only on Sunday, and then only

from nine to eleven o0ob6clock in the morning. é Sermons a
Polish have been forbidden. &

The crucifixes were removed from the schools. No religious instnuist being imparted. It is forbidden to collect

of ferings in the churches for the purposes of worship.
I n such conditions pious and religious associations ar

From the time of the entrance of the German troops into those ggiomerous crucifixes, busts, and statues of Our
Lord, of the Blessed Virgin and of the Saints that ado
The oppression being exerted against the houses and apostolate of Religious houses has as & @@ teeir

total extinction. é The Minorites were expelled from th
of the Congregation at the Holy Ghost at Bydgoszcz, to the novitiate of the Congregation of the Missionarielyof the Ho
Family at G:-rka Klasztorna, to the novitiate of the Pal

Immaculate Conception of Markowice, and to the MotHeuse along with the novitiate of the Society of Christ for
Emigrants at Potlice.

Much more serious were the losses suffered by the religious institutes of women. The Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent
de Paul lost fourteen houses, among these hospitals, orphanages, asylums. The Congregation of the Sacred Heart
withessed the oopation of its new High School and College and Boardngh ool at Pol ska Wi es [ Wi
St. Elizabeth [Grey Sisters] were expelled from nineteen houses. The Daughters of the Immaculata, whdssusmther
is at Pleszew, were forced to closeitthouse for aspirants to the congregation, their novitiate, and in addition lost
seventeen other houses. Two houses were taken from the Congregation of St. Dominic of the Third Order, and likewise
from the Daughters of the Mother of Sorrows.

A repugnat scene took place at the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration of Bydgoszcz. The Gestapo invaded the
papal cloister, and summoned the nuns to the chapel, where the Blessed Sacrament was exposed. One of the police
ascended the pulpit and cried thaeth nuns were wasting their time praying,
were a God, we would not be here. o6 The nuns, with the
conducted outside the cloister, and shut up for twémiy hours in the cellars of the Passtelle (passport office).
Meanwhile the Gestapo searched the convent, and one of the policemen carried to the Mother Superior, confined to bed
in her cell, the ciborium that had been taken out of the tabernacle. He comntarddconsume the consecrated
hosts, crying: Auffressen! (Eat them up.) The unfortunate nun carried out the command, but at one point asked for water,
which was refused. With an effort the nun managed to consume all the sacred element, and thusfsawefthtrar
profanation.

The Church is in the hands of the Gestapo also with regard to its possessions. The funds of the archdiocesan Curia
have been sequestrated. é Funds for the maintemance of
solely on the charity of the faithful. If this state of affairs continues for any length of time, a complete spolia¢ion of th
Church will be the consequence ¢

I n the archdiocese of Pozna@G



The VicarGeneral, His Excellency Mgr. Valentine [WaldrDymek, an able prelate, pious, generous and very active,

has been interned in his own house since Octobgra39]. The Curia and the Metropolitan Court, whether of first or
second instance for, Cracow [ Kr ak - wéc|osetlamdimthehdnds-ofthe and V
Gestapo, who are making a study of the records. The archiespiscopal palace was invaded by soldiers who have
remained there for weeks ruining its fittings. The records of the Primatial Chancellory have been and stii@re bei

carefully examined by the Gestapo, who also raided the important archiepiscopal archives.

Of the Metropolitan Chapter the Canons RucingkianciszekRu ci &s ki ] , [ Henr yk] Zbor ows
Szreybrowski have been imprisoned. Mgr. PradzydskiPe fNd zy Es ki ], who i s seriously i
his home. &

The Cathedral of Pozngh P 0 z nwhich]is at the same time a parish chufeh14,000 souls, was closed by the
police éThe Vicar Forane and the pastors of the city,
good number of the assistants, too, were deported, so that just about 25 per cent. Of the payist tlengtyone
parishes are at their posts.

The Theological Seminary, which numbered 120 students in theg/daurcourse, was closed by the German
authorities in October [1939] and the buildings given over to a school for policemen.

The clergy is sbjected to the same treatment as the priests of the archdiocese of Gniezno. They are maltreated,
arrested, held in prison or concentration camps, deported to Germany, expelled to Central Poland. At present about fifty
are in prison and in concentration ©gs.

The pastors Rev. John Jadrzyk [Jan JNdrzyk] of Lechli
Schmidt of Roznowo [R-Unowo], and Rev. Anthony [Antoni |
shot . é

The Polish Episcopatead made Poznan the national centre for organization and direction of religious activity and
especially of the Catholic Action for the entire Republic. Unfortunately, all these centres of tremendous activity,
charitable works, organizations, and publicath s, have been destroyed by Ger man a

Besides these organizations and publications of national scope, all the organizations and publications in Poznan
bel onging to the archdiocese of Gniezno and Poznan wer

The lossessufferd by Rel i gious I nstitutes are | i kewise very pa
church has been c| os e dHousegof thehUesulipgoflthe Agonizing HedrthotJeshisj theh e r
lately deceased Mother LedochowskaqzulaL e d - chows ka] at Pniewy is in the ha

who makes the Sisters work like servants. The Vincentian Sisters were removed from their large hospital of the
Transfiguration in Poznan, lost four other important hospitals and alyeerty of their prosperous centres of activity.

The Sisters of St. Eli sabeth (Grey Sisters) have | ost
Ot her Religious Institutes, both those for men as wel/l
Conditionsinthedicese of Chedmno in Pomerania were even Wwo

The episcopal Curia at Pelplin was closed and its archives confiscated; the ecclesiastical court suffered the same fate.
All the members of the Curia without exception were deported.

The Cathedral Canonsyith the exception of H.E. Mgr. [Konstanty] Dominik and Mgr. [Franciszek] Sawicki, were
thrown into prison, and some were sent to forced labour. The others likewise had much to suffer. The head of the
Chapter, Mgr. [Juliusz] Bartkowski, apostolic protoaot, despite his advanced age and precarious health, was forced
to perform hard labour.

The ancient Cathedral, a veritable jewel of Gothic art, was first closed and then made into a garage, and it is now

proposed toturnitintoamarkéta l | . &
Thebi shopés pal ace was entered and despoiled of all its
containing about twenty thousand volumes, was pillaged

Of the 650 priests devoted to the cure of souls in the schools and in the €Athialn, only some twenty have been
left. The others were imprisoned or deported, or forced to perform exhausting and humiliating labour, at which time
some died of fatigue. &
It is not known where the majority of the clergy are detained, as the Gemtharities keep it a secret. It seems
l'i kely, however, that a |l arge number are imprisoned in
that of Kazimierz Biskupi, or at Stuthof [Stutthof] near Danzig, if not in other concentratignsami n Ger many €
It is stated that a large number of priests have been shot [this was later confirmed tadblgl tRule but neither the
number nor the details are as yet known, as the occupation authorities maintain an obstinate silence on the subject.
I n any case it seems certain that nine priests €& have
Religious institutions have been ruthlessly suppressec



All the crosses and sacred emblems by the roadsides he
It goes without saying that the Nazi asnio dechristianize as rapidly as possible these countries which are attached
to the Catholic faith, and the results are as follows: 95 per cent. Of the priests have been imprisoned, expelled, or
humiliated before the eyes of the faithful. The Curiamodoe r exi sts; the Cathedral has
Hundreds of churches have been closed. The whole patrimony of the Church has been confiscated, and the most eminent
Catholics executed. &

In the diocese of Katowice in Silesia:

The treatment infli@d on certain priests has been outrageous. For example, Fr. [Franciszek] Kupilas, pastiop

Ledziny [LAadziny], was shut up for three days in the co
women were imprisoned at the same time without anything to eat and without being allowed to go out to satisfy their

natural needsFr. Wycislik FranciszekNy ¢ i S1 i k], vicar of Zyglin [tyglin], w
Tarnowskie Gory [G-ry] wuntil the blood ran, and kicked

had his sides pierced by numeroaybnet stabs, because the German authorities had ordered him to hold his hands up,
and after a certain time he was unable through fatigue to do so any longer.

The terrorism to which the clergy and the 500 civilians interned in the concentration c&ppwa (Troppau) in the
Sudenten were exposed during September and October, 1939, was particularly frightful. On their arrival they were
received with a hail of blows from sticks. Priests were deliberately confined together with Jews in wooden huts, without
chairs or tables. Their bedding consisted of rotten and verminous straw. The Germans forced the priests to take off their
cassocks, and their breviaries and rosaries were taken from them. They were set to the most degrading labours. For any
infraction ofthe regulations, even involuntary, the prisoners were beaten; sometimes, merely in order to terrorize them
or perhaps from caprice, they were beaten until the blood ran. Many died, among thens Er.a n Kuklg [thev ]
pastoro f Ko (Ec z y.c and itV¥eems, kIsoeFf. Galuszka| Geafjuszka] , curate of Jabl o
Jablunkovin Cieszyn Silesjaof whom no news has been received since it was learned that he was suffering harsh
treatment in the camp in questinR e v . Gaguszka was | atutsurvivddheavartk f er red t o .

In the diocese of Wjgocgawek:

H.E. Mgr. [Michag] K o z adeneralsdevoted hange#f mosttzvéausly tp thexserdice wfithe a r
peope of Wloclawef W{§ o ¢ gdaringetltke Jhostilities. On the arrival of the Gestapo he was arrested and subject to
painful examinations; and after two months passed in the prison at Wloclawek he was interned in the concentration
camp at Lad [LNd] é

Of the fortytwo clergy resident at Wloclawek, either as members of the Chapter, or attached to the Curia or the
Catholic Action, or engaged in the cure of souls, only one sick canon and one young priest were left; the rest were
imprisoned and sentto concerttra on camps. €

The clergy are suffering the same fate as those of the other dioceses incorporated in the Reich. Both secular and
regular priests are maltreated, injured, and beaten. Half of the clergy have been arrested. After weeks in various prisons
where they suffered as has been described, these priests were collected, together with those of the contiguous dioceses,

in three concentration camps: at Gorna [G:-rna] Grupa, a
and about eightypret s are det ained é
At Kalisz Fr. PawlowskiRomarPa wgows ki ], vicar of Chocz, was publicly

barefoot and without his cassock. The police compelled the Jews to fasten him to the execution post, to unbind him after
he had been shot, to kiss his feet, and to buryitifmeir ritual cemetery.

In the diocese of Lublin, in the sm@mlled General Governmer@éneralgouvernemerite. the central part of
Poland administered by Germany),

In the middle of October [1939], on the anniversary of the consecration of BisremmiM_eori Fulman, when the
localclergywasgatar ed in the bishopbés residence to give their p
their way in and arrested the bishop, his suffragan, Bi
some weeksd det en tlnmaoandhisrompanibriswene,in NBviersber$lp39]Brought before a court
matrtial (Sondergericht), and at a secret hearing at which they had no defending lawyer were sentenced to death. The
GovernorGeneral exercised his prerogative of mercy by commutinggthth sentence to one of imprisonment for life.

After sentence Bishops Fulman and Goral and a number of other clerics were taken to Berlin, and thence to the

[ concentration] camp situated near Or arakeefromthengther Af t er
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heads were shaved, and they were led under a sHoatker where streams of cold, almost icy water were discharged
upon them, after which, shivering with cold, they were filmed from all sides before the eyes of the warders and of Hitle
youth. &

Since October [1939] about 150 priests have been held in prison in the diocese o8 lthatiis to say, more than
half the clergg and many others have to live in hiding, among them Fr. Surdecki [Zygmunt Surdacki], the
administrator of the dicese.

The chronicle continues:

Besides Bishops Fulman, Goral andWet[nanIskthet maEski], the suffragan bishop
arrested at Lodz [G-dF¥], beaten with reeds upohe his ar/
|l ocal director of the Catholic Action, Fr. Stanislas [ S

his interrogation by the Gestapo that his skull had to be trepanned.

At Radom four priests were severely knocked about dtiveigexamination by the Gestapo, their teeth being broken
and their jaws dislocated. The foll owing question, amon
you are an idiot, and if you do ndetpointedodtthatthaquestiomisalfst or . C
was insulting, he was struck in the face.

In Cznstochowa,

On é Se p"t[E989h the Gednans drove into the space round the Cathedral of the Most Holy Family from seven
to eight hundred men and women, Polish and Jewish. They were all made to stand with their hands up for two hours;
and thosewho fainted or lowered their hands were beaten and kicked by the soldiers. Towards evening they were all
driven into the Cathedral and shut up without food for two days and two nights. Dozens fainted. The Cathedral was
shockingly befouled. AppealstoBe r man aut horities were fruitless. &

In the evening about 600 persons, including three priests, were arrested in their houses, taken in front of the municipal
building, and threatened with death.

By March 1941, it was reported that

some seven hundrd®blish priests have been shot or have died in concentration camps, throughout the German
occupied area. Some 3,000 Polish priests are held in c¢

According to theNew Catholic Encyclopedi@New York: McGrawH i | | 19 @& dhe,ChudhRno | and
Poland, 19301 9 45, 0 vaipagesh@&li8l: 1 ,

In all, 13 Polish bishops were exiled or arrested and put in concentration camps. Of these the following died: Auxiliary
Bi shop Leon Wetma@Gski of PJock on May 10, 1941, and Arc
Soldau (Dziidgdaowo)B;i shwp Michag Kozal of Wgocgdgawek on .
Wgadysgaw Gor al of Lublin at the beginning of 1945 in
clerics, 341 brothers, and 1,117 sisters put in conceiemacamps, in which 1,996 priests, 113 clerics, and 238 sisters

perished e The diocesan clergy of the Polish Church, wt
per cent (2,647). The Dioceses 0(fGne¥ed dI7joadB88 her qet)2add or 4
gmno (Kulm, 344, or 47.8 per cent) suffered a | oss |
2, or 36.8 per cent) and Pozna® (Posen, 212, or 31.

ZenonFijg k owskSci - g katolicki na ziemi acWarsaw | Klsii NI kw i
Wiedza, 1983), provides the following synopsis at page 375:

During the Nazi occupatigrthe Catholic Church in Poland experienced enormous clerical andrialatesses.
According to the | atest resear cihl94by?,8W menibargodtheiclergyloastnd J .
their lives; they were either murdered during the occupation or killed in military manoeuvres. Among them were 6
bishops, 1,98 diocesan priests and clerics, 375 priests and clerics from monastic orders, 205 brothers, and 289 sisters.
599 diocesan priests and clerics were killed in executions, as well as 281 members of the monastic clergy (priests,
brothers and sisters). Of the345 members of the clergy murdered in death camps, 798 perished in Dachau, 167 in
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Auschwit z, 90 in Dziagdowo, 85 in Sachsenhausen, 71 i
Buchenwald, GrosRosen, Mauthausen, Majdanek, Bojanowo, andrsthe

The toll among the diocesan clergy and male religious orders in-ttedled Wartheland were staggering. Of

the approximately 2,100 priests in 1939, 133 were murdered inside that district, 1,523 were arrested, 1,092
were sent to concentration cam82 were murdered in concentration camps, and around 400 were deported

to the General Government. In all, 72 percent of the clergy were imprisoned in Nazi camps and prisons, and 39
percent perishetlA detailed, comprehensive listing of losses among thistP6atholic clergy is found in

Wi kt or JacewiMaz taynrdo | Joagni uwio Sp,01 ski ego duchowi e@Est wa
hitler owskN 713945 |5avollamesh\Varsa® 3ARademia Teologii Katolickiej, 1977981)

[afterwards) a ¢ e wi ¢ z Maatyradogiwh For more recent overviews of the fate of the Roman Catholic
clergy in occupied PPblaskla sieePCizasyaw {uPoogzankajE: wo j
Wydawnictwo Naukowe Uniwersytetu im. Adama Mickiewicza, 1993), at pages5889 and Jerzy
Kloczowski,A History of Polish ChristianitfCambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), at pagés 297

308.

Thus, according to the most recent research, losses among the Catholic clergy and religious, especially the
diocesan clergy, under Germaccupation were proportionately higher than among the Christian population as

a whole. Almost 2,800 out of approximately 18,000 Polish priestsraid religiouswere killed, which
represents almost 16 per cent of their total number. Some 4,000 ofathemn(additional 400 clerics) were
interned in concentration camps; thousands more suffered other forms of internment or repression. Of the
almost 17,000 Polish nuns, more than 1,100 were imprisoned in camps and 289 were killed. Of the 38 bishops
in Polard at the outbreak of the war, thirteen were exiled or arrested and sent to concentration camps (six of
them were killed)In addition, some 240 Catholic priests and 30 clerics lost their lives at the hands of the
Soviets who occupied Eastern Poland frompfember 1939 until June 1941.

Poles constitutkthe vast majority of the Christian clergy persecuted by the Nazis. Nowhere else in occupied
Europe was the Church hierarchy under direct as$Balthauvasthe principal camp employed to imprison

clergy fom all of EuropePoles constituted 65 percent of thea m potalsclergyprisoners and about 90

percent of the clergymen put to dedtAccording to the latter source, 4,618 Christian clergymen were
imprisoned in Nazi concentration camps, 2,796 of tireDachau. Almost 95 percent of the clergymen in
Dachau were Roman Catholics, and almost 65 percent were Poles. The 1,807 Polish clergymen interned in
Dachau were comprised of 1,413 diocesan priests and 360 monks belonging to the Catholic faith, and 34
clergymen of other Christian faiths. Of the 947 clergymen put to death in Dachau, 866 were Poles (over 91
percent of those killed there). These consisted of 747 diocesan priests, 110 monks, and 9 clergymen of other

" Marcin Libicki and Ryszard Wryk, edszZbrodrie niemieckie w Wielkopolsce w latach 198945(P 0 z n a (E: Wydawni cty
PoznaGEskil4e.,, 2004

8 The massacre of thousands of Roman Catholic clergy by the Nazi Germans was not the largest massacre of Catholic clergy in the
Twentieth Century. The Spanish Lefspecially Communists and Socialists, managed to butcher 13 bishops, 4,184 diocesan priests,
2,365 members of religious orders of men, and 283 nuns in a shorter span, just before and during the Civil War in Sp2rt¢July

April 1939). The vast majdy of the victims were killed in 1936. The highest concentration of killings took place in Catalonia;
virtually every Catholic church was set on findBarcelona. The cruelty and barbarity with which the Catholic clergy of Spain was put

to death often eoeeded the methods used by the Nazis and the Soviets. See William James GaliaGatholic Church in Spain,

1875 1998 (Washington, D.C.: Catholic University of America Press, 2000); Michael Burl&abred Causes: The Clash of

Religion and Politics,rbm the Great War to the War on Religitew York: HarperCollins, 2007), 1235.Forsome examples of

the  horrific fate of the Spanish clergy see httg://www.catholicism.org/gocthartyred.htm+  and
<http://www.holycross.edu/departments/history/vlapomar/persecut/spain.hiihe anticlerical bloodbath perpetrated by the

Spanish Left was exceeded only by 8wviet strike against the Russian Orthodox Church over a much longer period (between 1918
and 1938), when, according to the calculations of Canadian historian Dimitry Pospielovsky, about 600 bishops and 4d@00 Ortho
priests were physically eliminatetthat is between 80 and 85 percent of the clergy existing at the time of the Russian Revolution of
1917.

9Franciszek J. ProcRo | andds Way b1945(Ndweroric Polish Bssoti&i8n®f Former Political Prisoners of Nazi

and Soviet ConcentratioBamps, 198) 32'3 6 ; fi D &nrcyklapedia, katolickayolume 3(Lublin: Katolicki Uniwersytet

Lubelski, 1979, columns 96667.
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faiths. Of all the Christian clergy in Daah&Polish priests were undoubtedly the worst treated andusede
as guinea pigs fanedical experimentatiosuch as hypothermia and infecting them with mafria

Moreover, the Polish Catholic clergy suffered significant losses at the hands of thelSueretwhich

invaded and occupied Eastern Poland from September 1939 until June 194bcangied and incorporated

prewar eastern Polish territories in 1944. Approximately 250 priests and seminiarians were murdered, deported
to the Gulag, or arresteldiring the first period of occupation, and several hundred were arrested and sentenced
to long terms of imprisonment in Soviet camps between 1943 @it

It should be noted th&até number of Roman Catholic clergy (of the Latin rite) in Polaasinotarge. O the
eve of the Second World Wahey countedome 1800 priestsmonksand male religiousT here werenore
than 20000 female régjious (nuns) Thus treir numbes were considerablysmaller than the ranks of the
Catholic clergy in Belgiumyhich had a much smaller Catholic population than Poland, many times
smaller tharihat ofthe Catholic clergy in Franandltaly.'” Similarly, the network of parishes in Poland was
far less dense than in Western Eurdfibage churches tended to be snaaitl were thus not suitable hideouts.
By Western European standards, Polish nuns lived in povertheindonvents were oftérvumble lodgings
especially in the countrysidMoreover, thé?olish clergyhad a host gbroblemgo contenchot faced by the
clergy in Western Europich ashe closuref manyparishes andonvents anthe need toarefor displace
Poles andPolishwar orphansUnlike in Poland, the German authorities rarely interfered with theatdpy
activities ofthe Catholic Churchin maost other occupied countries and, with few exceptions, the Christian
clergy did not suffer mistreatmentthose countried his makes the wartinfateof the Polish Caholic clergy,
as well as their rescue efforts, all the more striking. Unlike the fia¢irCatholic clergy, the Easterite
Catholic or Uniate clergy in occupied Polish territories was virtualhamperedy the German¥’

The rescue effortsn behalf of Jews carried out the Polish Catholic clergy, especiablynuns,waswidely
knownduring and aftethe war yetthe Catholicclergysuffered nascorn odisreputdoy PolishCatholicson

YFor a detailed account of the fate oAndWhowilllerouhThd Chroniceofer gy i n
the Life and Suffering of Priests in the ConcentrationCgmpso z na &: Pal |l otti num, 1994)lish See al s
priest prisoners of DachaB8:t a ni s § a w FaBawab: dve dknioirs of a Polish PrigRoseville, Minnesota: White Rose

Press, 1997Memoir of Fr. Czesli W. (Chester) Kozal, O.M[United States]: Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, 2004);

Kazi mi er z Ydd&ShatlBe @®g Withesses: Lessons Beyond Dg@eraen City Park, New York: Square One Publishers,

2008; Henryk Maria MalakShavel i ngs in Death Camps: A Polish P¥lbB4&st 6s Mer
(Jefferson, Nah Carolina:McFarland, 2012). The Austrian Jesuit, Rev. Johann Lenz, who was imprisoned in Dachau wrote
glowingly of the Polish priests. In the last years of the war, when the camp was hit with epidemics of typhus, atffirsetiyenvas

run by ordeiiles who would steal the contents of parcels that patients received from families and friends. As the typhus epidemic
progressed, some of these died, while other orderlies fled for their lives, along with the SS guards, so that everatmlby the

di ng was | eft to the priests. Meanwhi Igeimpogsibleeandbbtainadipérmaissisn Po |l i s h
from the SS authorities to wor k amoaohrgM. tenzChridtyniDacpau,ionChiish e t y p hu
Victorious: Experiences in a Concentration CafMienna: n.p., 1960)For information on the resistance aites of priests in

Dachau and other camps, see KrzysiafinWN s o wResismnce in the Nazi Concentration Camps, 19385(Warsaw: PWH

Polish Scientific Publishers, 1982), chibpter 13 (fAiReligious

“"Roman Dzwonkowski, fiRepresje woebgeoc npao |zsikei nevgabodmichitRigde@bcends t wa |
1941,0 in Michag GnatowShwiang zRanpiael -BsohsdniéhizienallRzeaz/gbspdlitejo c n o
(19391941) : St ud(iBai aigymsatoekr:i awWyyd awni ct wo, 2008), 7893;rRergan BawonkowskiBi a § y ms t

AfRepresje wobec pol skiego duchowi e 934k, kaitm| RPicktiGeupafamioal ®Wiug
sowiecka ziem polskich (193041)( Rzesz-w and Warsaw: Komig{ atZbrBdaigpizatiwka Nar d o w
Narodowi Polskiemu, 2005), 13@9.

12 By way of comparisorin Belgium, a country with a much smaller Catholic population than Poland, at the outbreak of the war,

there were 9,700 priests, with a further 12,000 seminarians, 12,700 modig,600 nuns. See Bob Mod@arvivors: Jewish Self

Help and Rescue in Na@iccupied Western Eurog®xford and New York: Oxford University Press, 2010), 169929, Fance
hadsome46,500diocesan priest@limost 50,000 in 1939), 7,000 priests whaewmembers of religious orders, ati¥,000 nuns.

The number of clergy in Italy was even greateth 129,000 nuns in 1936

BAndrew Turchyn, iThe Ukr ai ni aTmhe Gkaatniamo Quarterly, @himerXelhno. Mi2r i ng  WWI
(Summer/Spring 1985),7/567. Out of some 2,800 priests and male religious, 25 were arrested and several were sent to concentration
camps, where all but one survivé&kv. Omelian Kovchof P r z e mywho veas ayrested for providing false baptismal certificates

to Jews, perished ie Majdanek concentration camp.
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this account? The March of the Living Study Guid@ttp://motl.org/Study_Guides.pgdfhowever, teaches
young Jews to see tlga quite differently:

WhenGermany invaded Poland in 1939, Polish Jewry was caught in the Nazi web. How did the Church in Poland
respond? Throughout our visit in Poland we will see Catholic churches everywhere. Even the smallest town has a huge
church. You will wonder how the Chiarcould stand by idly when people (Jews) were being discriminated against, and
ultimately killed?

14 Surprisingly, but perhaps very tellingly, in a survey conducted in the early part of 2007, by the Mannheimer Foschungsgruppe
Wahl en institute for Ger many 6 sdwhdcbnsigeutiiemselges to belaéolerard nattombutareo gr a m,
often contemptuous of-Sdriet ifdhdeddren thahBolars tvas,dyfarahe dourfinaimtheiEuropean
Union that they disliked the most. Almost one quarter (23 percent) of Germaad ppénly declared their animosity towBaand.

(The next most loathed country, Romania, came in only at 11 pertenti$t be borne in mind that Poland viae country th&a
Germany most directed its fury and destructibduring the Second World War, and where the Germans killed six million people,

half of them Jews and half Christia®s$nce it is considered politically incorrect to voice éimitic views, contemporaermans

continue to channel their contempt at Poland. In certain Leftist constitencies in Western Europe, thodrscisrenresurgence of
antipathy toward Polanaften peppered with ar@atholic rhetoric. A prominent exampleHgar Raholaa Catalaimember of the

Spanish extreme Left and ssliyled human rights activist, who wrote Enl Padleading Spanish daily, on March, ZD07:
AWithout any doubt wickéoesshancdiminated ih theeextdenaination of twd thires of theisSke population

of Europe. 0 Th eof theuiews of theextremerRIight ansl Lest is all too reminiscent of the infamous Molotov
Ribbentrop Pactvhich unleashed the most tragic episode in Twentieth Century Earrdpstory
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The Early Years of the German Occupation, 19391 1941

The Germans perpetrated atrocities against both Poles and Jews from the very first days of theswbjugat
Poland.On September 4, 1939, the Germans killed several hundred Jews cBawa. Hundreds more

Jews and Poles were rounded up and driven into the Cathedral of the Holy Family where they were shut up
without food for two days and two nights. Aggds to the German authorities were fruitless. Priests tried to
comfort and help the captives as much as they could. Avraham Bomba, one of the interned Jewsiirecalled

particular, the assistance pr ov iofdieecdhddrp pdishvRev Bol e s
Wr - bl ews ki i s aoteuntsepandimgtioe reiscue of Jawisk childr@gnterviewwith Avraham

Bomba, September 18, 1990, United States Holocaust Memorial Mjseum

You come into the house. | imatgoutargthiygpwitrost anly reasonéOutSromileeb o dy
house. Not allowed to take water, not allowed to take béetdead, not allowed to take anything. And in the street. In

the street with guns, they starpl aaen.niéngt haefyt etro oyko umeu nitn

church é was the Holy Family Church. é the people they
the front going in through the door. And they killed a lot of people that way. We wereTthenewas no food. There

was no water. There was no places, you kredigpnaméwas t he h
Wr - bl.ewd&kiwas one of the finest gentlemen of the Cathol
mind youdre without any church. You do whatever you car
him as a gentleman. He knew that we are Jews é Wedre t|

I n BAadzi n, not f arhe Garnoans stde@har@ss Jewsaas sodn asrtheyeentered the city

on September 4, 1939. In a public display, they f
Jakub Sender, a witness togk events, the Catholic priests were dppdly this spectacle angaessed their
sympathy to the rabbisho were subjected to this orde@he Germans falsely accused the Jews of firing at
German soldierdn retaliation on the gening of September 8, theetfire to the synagogue ankwish
houses on RdabysmetEdekafleang fcom their burning homes were fired at by the Germans.
They converged othe nearbyparishchurch of the Blessed Trinity. Their screams alarmed the pastor, Rev.
WincentyMi eczys gavusidlgnmefead 2kli t o as Mi ewhaiynmdaliately rah toaperd z k i )
the gate to the churchyainl spote othe protest of German sentries. He led ttegrified Jews to safety on

Castle Hill’® Jews were also hidden in a nearby shelter run by the Passioniss, Sistertended to the
wounded™ The Germans then blamed the Polesskdting fire tothe synagogue antewishhouses. They

arrested 42 Polemdexecuted thmsummarilythat same night’ Later during the waRev. Zawadzki also

sheltered a Jewish famit§.

In 196Q a delegation of Jews presenfRelv. Zawadzkwith the memorial book of the Jewish community of
Bandzin with the following inscription:

To the Most Reverend and Distingui shed Dean Mieczysgaw
soul of the Jewi sh ¢ ommuulliagpreciafion forBdudhumanmitariam and aqpurageoist u d e a
dedication in rescuing human lives from sure annihilati
forget your remarkable person, who risked his own life to tear away many ofatbels from the hands of the Nazi

assassins.

In2007,RevMi eczysgaw Zawadzki was recogni zlechakTusnerYad Va:

15 Rev. Zawadzki pered his exploits in the parish chronidkey oni ka parafialna raZymskokat 8hidekine
which is reproduced in part in Bolédsajlaawi Citeypdi-eM azZ aagnjdi b Ma § gDoR
Wspomnienid Bindzi n: e®ti ®ewadAruzysz w Pol skich i®G4H4dziag Bnrndzi EGski, 2009)
18 Testimony of Jakub Sender, Archive of theevish Historical Institute (Warsawlecord group 301, number 1225.

YJanPrzemszai el Zz&ggihbi e D Naborjonwsek i Sewimeets d w affuphca®rdch oporti wyzwolenie 1945
(SosnowiecSosnowiecka Oficyna WydawniczautorskafiSowaPress ©995), 38 39.

st ani sgaw Wr o@Es ki PaonldacMa rtiged5(We plk9ad3do wKs i NUK,821i Wi edza, 1971
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who lived near the synagoguseibmitted the following account to Yad Vashgrhe Righteous Among The
Nations, Yad Vashem, Internet:
<http://db.yadvashem.org/righteous/family.html?language=en&itemld=696$675

In 1939, the Nazi army invaded BiAadzin and settled there
the houses surrounding the syogge, threw hand grenades and fired shots in every direction. They ordered everyone

to come out, claiming that the Jews had shot at them from the synagogue windovikeQpuees were lined up against

a wall, the soldiers told them to run away. Those widandt run were shot immediately, and those who did flee were

followed by haphazard shooting as well. Then the soldiers set fire to the synagogue, condemning the Jews that had taken
shelter inside to a horrible death.

Several Jews, including Icchak Tem ran desperately for the church on the hill. The soldiers sprayed machine
gunfire after them, and many were wounded. A bullet we
killed. Some of the Jews, however, managed to reach the churghrThee st , Mi eczysgaw Zawadzki
and told them to come inside quickly. When they were inside, he ordered several nuns to dress their wounds and
administer them first aid.

Once everyonebs i mmedi at e n e eedsthellewd anth exgamedahatdf the Magie d |, Z
soldiers reached the church and found out what had happened, both he and his nuns would be executed. He therefore
opened the back gate of the church and led the Jews out into the graveyard, where they oo tie: spgint without
being discovered.

The next day, Icchak Turner rose at dawn, left the graveyard and went to the hospital to seek medical help. He
survived the war, aided by I ocal Pol es who worked in th
had found shelter in the cetery that night survived as well.

The survivors from the region established an association after the war. The association erected a plaque on the wall of
the church in Bndzin to commemorate the brave and nobl

ThePr |l i sh medi cal staff at the hospital in Bndzin, a
group ofSistersServants of the Blessed Virgin Mary Immaculately Conceemgloyedat the hosjtal as

nursescame to assistance of wounded and diews. Upon discoverlyy the Germansthey faced harsh
consequence®mr their selfless acts of merdKosibowicz Family, The Righteous Database, Yad Vashem,

Internet: dttp://db.yadvashem.org/righteous/family.html?language=en&itemld=5721481

Tadeusz Ksibowiczwae di rect or at the regional hospital in BAdzin
hospital was flooded with wounded people, including a Jewish man named Skrzypek who needed a long time to recover.
However, on September GermBansdand amy heladferen to dewigh seldiers immediatelg
became a capital offense. Kosibowicz decidedtochangedhe i ent 6 s n ame hirnafiktitioasyjobaty k and
the hospital in order to keep him there longer. Together with other wounded people, several doctors flocked to the
hospital, including Ryszard Nyc and Sister Rufitea $Swirs
to save as marmjoutlawed patients as possible. Two days later, the Germans set the local synagogue on fire when it

was full of Jews. Anyone who tried to escape was met with a hail of machine gunfire. Still, some managed to flee with

their lives. Amonghem was Icchak Turner, who spent the night outside, but in the morning decided to seek help at the
hospital for his wounds. The doors were blocked by the Germans, but Kosibowicz, aided by a local priest called
ZawadzkiRev.M e c z y s § a w mahagedatalsmiugglg in some of the wounded Jews, among them Turner and
another man named Huberfeld, whose sister Sala | ater te
kindness. In late April 1940, a youfiGerman’] patient wasadmitted to the hospital, with vague complaints. She
became friends with AKrawczyko and spent much time talk
message via the hospital déds tel eaghcmene megeddl i Méraevc zty kg
and killed. The next day, May 8, three Gestapo men came to arrest Tadeusz Kosibowicz. They also took his friends and
helpers,Ryszaldy ¢ and Rufina $wirska. T Hadingdnemiegofthedhiré Rexteandt e nc e d
Jewsd However, as they stood in front of a firing squad, the sentence was commuted to deportation. Between 1941 and
1945, Kosibowicz endured five yearsafious concentration and death camps: Dachau, Sachsenhausen, Majdanek and
GrossRosen. He suffered immense personal humiliation and pain, and witnessed the deaths and suffering of countless
others. However, he never abandoned his humanity, tendingaécesafofficially or unofficially throughout the war. In
GrossRosen, a wounded Jewish patient from BiAndzin named Zv

19 Tadeusz Kosibowicz, Story of Resg September 2014, The Polish Righteous, Internet:

<http://www.sprawiedliwi.org.pl/en/family/685,kosibowitadeuszt.
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doctor that he had heard that a year after Kosibo@adeportation, a parcel of ashess sent to his wife with claim
that they were the remains of her husband. At this, Landau testified, Kosibowicz broke down in tears and said that while

he couldndét find a job for Landau at t he dauwassénttga he wou
di fferent camp. I n 1945, after | iberation, Tadeusz Ko
exhausted.

Sister Rufingd T e k | a ) was aréstedsbly the Gestapo on May 7, 1940, held in a prison in Sosnowiec for
twowee k s, and then sent to the Ravensbr¢gck concentra
After her release on November 11, 1940, she had to flee to the Generalgouvernement where she stayed at
various homes of the congregation under an assumeiitydén

Another eyewitnesé r o m BHelérzStone recallgdlyn Smith, ed.Forgotten Voices of the Holocaust
[London: Ebury Press/Random House, 2005], p.76):

They burned our synagogue with the people inside. Oppos
morning the priest heard that the synagogue was burning and he ran to the church, opened the door in case somebody

ran out of the inferno, and quite a few people did; he saved their lives. | was moved about nine or ten times in Bedzin

[ BAidzi n] a s ngtsteety Juderraineleamsediofl Jews.

This was a pattern that was repeated throughout PolatheAGermararmy rolled throughJews were
systematically rounded up, abused and executed. Scores of synagogues werd terclyadgogue on Dekert
Streetn Sosnowiec was burned down on September 9, BI88tly after occupying the town of Przeworsk,

35 kil ometres east of Rzesz-w, the Germans searche
there. In retaliation, they razed the building on Septenr 1 2, 1939. The Gestapo at
execute 30 Jews. ASurvivor Harry Kuper testified t
Jews gathered in a church. After an elderly rabbi failed to report, the Germans selecteghévergn from

among the assembled, took them away, and pretended
a man disclosed his hiding place, the rabbi was arrested and thrown into a hole for execution. Observing the
scenefromhiswindova, pri est was shot for intervening® The pr

The following eyewitness report, publishedTihe InterAllied Reviewno. 3 (March 1941), describes the
daring but futile intervention of a priest in Szczucin, alsrha t own near DWNhieredtheva Tar n
Germans burned down the synagogue on September 13, 1939.

It happened in Szczucin on the day of the Great Pajiday of Atonement, September 13, 1938 most solemn of

Jewish religious holidays. In spite of tBerman occupation, all Jews, old men, women and children, had ass@ambled

the four or five houses of prayer. At 11 A.M., four lorries stopped before the synagogue near the Market Place and about
a hundred SS. Men alighted armed with revolvers and maghing.

Half of the surrounded the synagogue while the other half entered it and evicted the faithful. They tore their prayer
vestments from their bodies, and stripped them naked to the belt. Then they threw out the sacred scrolls, the prayer
books andtte embroidered vestments which they tossed upon a pile of straw. Silver and gold vessels were placed in the
lorries.

Whipped and hit with butnds, the Jews were compelled to dance around the pile, and the oldest among them were
ordered to set fire tthe straw. When the victims would not consent, they were beaten, kicked, slapped, and spat upon.
The Germans pulled their beards and peyses [@agdsng beard], tore the wigs off the women, and jeered at their
shaved heads. They pulled the hair of thengpgirls, tore off their dresses, and forced them to run naked around the
Market Place. Now and then, the Nazis fired volleys into the air to scare the already panicky crowd.

At noon time, the vicar of the local Roman Catholic Church appeared on the isceis sacerdotal vestments and
implored the German officers to release the Jews and to permit them to continue their prayers. The SS. Men laughed at
him and the officer told the priest that his turn would come. A few minutes later the Germangc#tdisraw pile

®Krystyna Dhibowsloas,tregt zalkonneds. Povslce: 1 SGNiwap &k dli omgrwa:f i Wyeda
Franci $s19%p280 w

2! Martin Dean, ed Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, 9@ 5(Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, in

association with the United States Memorial Museum, 0/A2umell, Part A, 558.
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and the synagogue which was totally destroyed within ol

Conditions in Gorlice, which was captured by the Germans on September 7, 1939, are desthibed

following accounts which note the assistance rendered by Catholic gty foriGorlicedin Abraham

Wein and Aharon Weisseds.,Pinkashakehillot Polin[Encyclopedia of Jewish CommunitiesPoland,
volume3[JerusalemYad Vashem1984], pp.9397, Yoel Rappoport, AThis |Is Ho
Bef or e t hneM. E Ba-@nyGodice: The Building and Destruction of the Commuriityernet:
<http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/gorlice/gorlice.htmlitranslated fronSefer Gorlice: Hakehila bevinyana
u-ve-hurbana[lsrael: Association of Former Residents of Gorlemed Vicinity in Israel, 1962], pp.227{f.

Testimony of Sabina Honigwachs Bruk\i cha g Kal i sz BnidefEeéeUdbpefac RNoSyi
powiatu gorlickiego podczas okupacji niemieckiej 19I5 Rz e s z - w: I nstytiut Pami
Komi sja Scigania Zbrodni przeciwko Nar 0%1wi Pol ski

When thg enteredthe city,the Germangook several hostages, both Poles and Jews. The Wehrmacht soldiers began

taking Jews for forced labor, stealing their property amising themdutting off their beards The Jews received

permission from thprew] administration to hold prayers in the synagogue on the Jewish New Year, but the local priest
warned them that the Germans were planning a trap fortheminthe synagogyue ey di dnét go t her e t
of Germans did arrive at the synagogue amtbliday, but they found no Jews praying thérey settled for destroying

the interior of the synagogue. Around that time the Wehrmacht soldiers caught several Jews (@odrtfgi out of

the city and murdered them.

Rabbi Moshdéy Miller applied tothe German commander of the city to permit the Jews to gather for prayers in the
synagogue on the Day of Atonement. The permit was given, but the priest SwiffRewskir oni sgaw $Swi ej ko
secretly notified the Jews that they shodidiare gather in the synagogue on the eve of the Day of Atonement, as he had

heard from a reliable source that a trap was being prepared. In the afternoon of the eve of the Day of Atbedirsen

groups of the Gestapo entered Gorlice. Until then we had only dealt with tirenéht (the regular army). On the

ni ght of [f&poayer Beginhingeh& evening service on the Day of Atonertiwyt]the Gestapo] attacked

the synagogueayhich was empty of Jews, according to the advice of the priest, [who was] one of the righteous gentiles.

[The Gestapo] took out their anger on the wood and the stones: they broke up all the furniture, smashed the light
fixtures, dirtied the walls, etc. ®wasit enough for them, until they caught s
took them to their office in the railroad station building, and beat them murderously as their wickedness dictated, but

then released them. | too was among them. Ameebtiok would not be long enough to describe the sights of those

hours.

Apart from the pastor [Rev. Kazimierz Litwin], who was favourably disposed towardglderesyas also a prelate in

Gorlice, an old man who was 83 years old at thattime. The péelste n a me was [ Broni sgaw] Swiej
help Jews in those critical days. His help entailed creatingappropriate atmosphere among Polish society. He
preached the principles of | ove of onedblgdisposedgoiwdsds ur s an
Jews.

In the town of Rawa Mazowiecka,a s t  ddth P@testafit,and Catholic clergymen showed their solidarity
and support for a rabbi that was cruelly mistreated by the Gerreantig fori Ra wa Ma zioDanugc k a 0
Dabrowska ad Abraham Weineds. Pinkashakehillot Polif Encyclopedia of Jewish Communitie®oland

( G- d¥ and],vblumel [Reusalensyad) Vashem1976], pp.257i 60.)

During the first days of WWII, Rawa was heavily bombed, and its population was geafteeted. The Germans
entered the town on SeptembB1839, at which time all the Jewish males were gathered in the market square, where
the Germans indulged in a sadistic game. Among other things, Rabbi RafjRapmaport]and the Rabbi of Oiyazed,

who was staying in Rawa at that time, and many of the Jewish dignitaries, mostly aged, were made to run several
kilometres in the direction of Tomaszpwl o ma s z - w Ma a neavhy eaodt the] Germans threatened to kill

them. Rabbi Rappoport asked forpéssion to return home to arrange for the burial of his son, who had been killed in

the bombardment. The Nazis mocked him, abused him and dealt roughly with his daughter who had run after her father.
She returned to the town to bury her brother. The &tdis were held in the forest until late in the evening, flogged and

only then released. On another occasion the Germans accused the Jews of killing a German soldier. They ordered all of
the Jews to gather in the market square. The women were lockedhepcimurch and abused by the Nazis. The men

18



were ordered to lie face down and were threatened that whoever makes one move will be shot. They lay like that until
evening, when they were made to stand against a wall; a number of them were shot. OnlilegBdayans searched
the Jewish homes; some witnesses say that Polish homes were also searched. The total number of people killed on this
day was estimated at 40, 23 of them Jews.

One day all the Jewish men were ordered to gather in the market squaevdotheir beards shaved. Rabbi
Rappoport, who was still in mourning for his son, was also brought. Thedsadidniighter asked the local Protestant
priest to plead with the German authorities to let her father keep his beard. The rabbi was allowedhis lkeayul but
was sentenced to 100 lashes and the priest was threatened with severe punishment for speaking on behalf of the rabbi.
After 30 lashes the aged rabbi fainted and was taken to hospital. What is noteworthy is that the Catholic priests, and the
Protestant priest who spoke up for the rabbi, came to visit him. Later the Germans searched &dcahbiand stole
his property, including money and jewellery that Jews had given him for safekeeping. The rabbi fell ill as a result of
these events andadl shortly afterwards.

Of ten, as in the small town of Poddnbsotherewnermr G- dT
guestion of priests being in a position to come to the defence réisy fori P o d d e bEnayaopedia i n
of Jewish Communities in Poland Internet:

<http://www.jewishgen.orglyizkdpinkas_poland/poll_00184a.htntranslated fronPinkas hakehillot Polin,
volumel, pp.184 86.)

Shortly after the Nazi armies conquered the town, (on September 14, 1939, the Jewish New Year), the Germans arranged

a sthow. 0 They ordered the pPeagrqup of JewsovithcdRaklbicRothfizlckin flont,@andpr oc e s
Poles with the local Priest. Later, they imprisoned all those who marched for three days. Finally, they forced the Rabbi

and Priest to collect witkheir hands the excrement which had accumulated.

Large numbers of Jews as well as Poles fled eastward before the advancing German army. Refugees, regardless
of their origin, met with widespread sympathy and support on the part of Poles. As we stiay/seese well
received at convents and monasteries too. A Jewi st
Archivesfile M.10/AR.1i 789):

| want to raise here one more issue how the [local] population through which we passed treated us, ¢ks.rEfiug

must admit that regardless of our Jewishness they did whatever thep emuldsometimes even mér ease our
distress. ¢é People we didndt even know literally dragge
leftin the streés in those days.

Rev. Stefan Wilk, past@fC h e § mi mea aD u W, ssuep falsebBptismal certificates to three Jewish

families from Wjocgawek: Paljard, Dyszel and Milne
north of DbéfgeofleeingtwEaktern Poland in 19&iomthere they made their way to Palestine.
Rev. Wil k was arrested by the Germans on October

Stutthof, Sachsenhausen, and Dachau, where he perished on February’d, 1943.

Jews ofterfled fromtheir homes isearch of safety and refuge in surrounding towns, as was the case for a
teenage girl from R-Uan (nad Narwi N), a small town
thempries81 i ke t he one i n Mak-w MazowiWeiseiNia,h ed a mdi |t dVatsh e
Thirteen, 0 i n 8Befejzikaron kkehthaRozan (gl hdNaeed)[Tel Aviv: Rozhan Societies

in Israel and the USA, 1977), p.40 (English section); translatedoagan Memorial Boolnternet:
<http:www.jewishgen.m/Yizkor/rozan/Rozan.htrml)

When the war broke out we fled to the village of BagafBleyatele]where we had many friendishe villagehead

among the rest. A few days later he told us to leave explaining that such were the orders he had received from t

Germans, who had threatenedtake] revenge on anybody would contravéraad that included his family, too. It was

on SabbatfEve. Everything was ready to receive the holy day and the table was laid. We had to leave all this behind
and went back to Rban[ R - (Jwaherp we stayed for another few weeks. Those were dark days. Jews were walking

2Gabriel Michali &g®afeta Wyborgzaovembér 292005
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about sullenly and downcast. Everyday the men had to go out to forced labor and you could never lmmming of
home safely. &

At the same time another group waade to build fortifications. The murderers killed Shmuel from theaitlivhile
he was working. We were bewildered and felt helpless. One @fjdmeb Germans advised us to try to get away:
fiThere'll be no life for you hem@ So we moved to MakgvM a kMawmowiecki] but couldi& stay there either. The
priest, one of the honest Gentiles, bribed the Nazis in order to make them let the Jews alone. They agreed on the
condition that strangers who had arrived as refugees leave the town. So we had to dfeatl biaiste and come back
to Rozhan. We stayed overnight with a Gentile woman, called Brengashelvare we also found the Greenwalds and
my aunt Rebecca and her children.

At the behest of the Jews, in September 1939, Re\Kdaty Lorek, the bishop acbandomierzdispatched

Rev.Ad am S z ytineaeGhsr &f the diocesan seminaryd Rev] a n  Stb negoiiate @th the German

authorities for the releasd some 1,20@ewsheld by theGermandn an operair camp in Zochcin near

O p a ttogethewith some Polednitially, the Ge& man aut horiti es demanded one
of the prisoners. The Jewi sh c o.Aftreufurther negotiatoss,tben|l v ab
German authorities a gBiskopldrekagreedto paethe Biftntedtide la@@®sOmaf g ot vy
27,000 zgoty, from the diocesan funds. Bi shhop Lore
Sandomierz The rabbi of OstrowiecYechezkel Halstock, ur ned down Bi shop, Lorek?o
insisting that he @uld not abandon his community to save him&efffter the war Bishop Lorek received

letters of gratitude from Jews who survived with his assistdriediis memoirsRe v . J a,apr@essdrp i e E

at the diocesan seminary,e c al | s B ianthhispw tole m thd dealingswvith the Germans in
September1939J ul i an HulWezZHs&§ ,k @mplel,an- w woj s kowWwashaw w Dr ug
Akademia Teologii Katolickiej, 1984p.282)

All the men of military age, including Jews, numbering arouf@@, were taken from Sandomierz and interned in an

openai r camp in Zochcinek near Opat - w. With the authori z
pleaded with the commander of the camp to release them. After lengthy negotiations h&oagesetklease on the
payment of 20 zgotys per person. I coll ected contribut

collecting half the sum we went to Zochcinek. The commander refused to release the Jews. | stated that the Jews too
werecitizens of the town and that | had come in the name of the town council and would not leave without our Jewish
citizens. We were successful. | remember that autumn evening as long columns of men passed by me. Although it was
dark, the eyes of those mdngwe d wi th sincere appreciation. Prayers in
took place in the Sandomierz synagogue for a week.

Jewish sources confirm the assistaegéendedby the Sandomierzlergy in these rescue effort¢éEva
FeldenkreizGrinbal, ed. Eth Ezkerd Whenever | Remember: Memorial Book of the Jewish Community in
Tzoymir (Sandomierd) Tel Avi v: I r guYi yrod &l16:e Meroe gtme tr, bleet i e
Ani |l evi tpg5®566)1L993) ,

After our release, we heard thhliluske Kleinman and Leibl Goldberg, who had miraculously evaded the march to
Zochcihasked the Polish priest, professor Szymanski [ Rev.
was known as a friend of Jews, to intervene with the Germans on our behalf. He immediately got in touch with the
German authorities in town. We albeard that the Sandomierz Bishop, Jan Lorek, intervened with the authorities on

our behalf.

Rev. Ja nlatSeafforts oneb€hélfsof Jevishe did allall in his power to persuade the Germans to
exclude from labour duties Jews who were old and tidébare described in Marian S. Mazgj the Polish
Secret War: Memoir of a World War Il Freedom Fightt#efferson, North Galina and London: MEarland,

Z Esther Farbsteitdidden in Thunder: Perspectives on Faith, Halachah and Leadership during the Holochursie 1 (Jerusalem:

Mossad Harav Kook, 2007), 119

2%Zygmunt Ziteyldids krie|l iegdi.j,ne w Pol sd®45pwdr ehwpa®©fmModtek | Rolouvmeknt
Spogecznych, 19 8 2)-Grinbald etl.,Eth Ezkerd \Whenkewtrel rRenmembez Memorial Book of the Jewish

Community in Ta@mir (SandomierzTel Aviv: Association of Tzoyzmir Jews and Moreshet Publishing, 1993), 5536665

Testimony of Izrael Kaiser, February 3, 1947, Archive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw), record group 301,3&0nber 2
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2009), at pages 387.

In organizing Jewish work brigades in Sandomierz, the Nazis requestedathahFe r Jan St epi en [ StnAp
intermediary between themselves and the Jewish commAmiyprofessor of biblical studies in the diocesan seminary
of Sandomierz, Father Stepien knew the Hebrew language and spoke German. He did all in his perseade the
Nazis to exclude from the work brigades Jews who were old and disabled. At times, he was successful in his persuasions.
The Jews of Sandomierz respected him.
One time, Father Stepien went to a watchmaker in the city who happened teltberbnlewish man and asked him
to repair his watch. The watchmaker took the watch and asked the priest to pick it up the following daye \ifest th
came back the next day, the datvas repaired. The priest asked the watchmaker how much he owéd@ime si ngl vy

zl oty [zdoty], 06 was the answer. The priest | ooked at t|
little monetary value. The watchmaker noticed his custc
this efect.

A long time ago there was a very famous monarch. One

birthday, he invited his friereko his palace for a banquet. A Jewish minister was one of the invited friends. When

the dinner was over, ¢hking went around the tables and offered each guest a cigar. Men lit their cigars and

began to smoke but the Jew did not. He held his cigar respectfully in his hand and waited. The king noticed this

and asked as to why he did not smoke the cigar. Thesrhir r epl i ed, AThis cigar,
majesty, is too valuable for me to smoke. When | return home, | will frame this cigar and inscribe underneath,

This cigar was given to me by His Majesty, the Kikty. children and grandchildren will read itith a great
respect and admiration. o You understand what | am tr
asked of you. | will frame it and write under it that it came from a priest who knows our sacred language and

who saved me and mma other Jews from the Nazi forced labor and possible death. My children and
grandchildren willview it with a great reverence.

Because of hisinvolvemeintn t he Pol i sh un daltodlee@adomierz in Rlarch 1945t npi e
when the Germans stad to carry out mass arresfghe Polish intelligentsia. He moved to Warsaw where he

became the chaplain for the Carmelite Sisters.Jémeneliteconvent in the Wola district also served as a

hideout forArie Wilner ( i J u,ralkaisob dfficer of the Javish Fighting Organization outside the Warsaw

ghetto, about wich there is more latef.

I n Biggoraj, Dawid Brener brought to the | ocal hos
with Polish soldiers in September 1939. In the meantime, the Germans retreated and the Soviets entered the
city. Af t er t hei atober B89uthenGermans dduspd Brener jof shoating @he German
soldier. Despite the pleas of the Jewish community and the interventbaef . Czesgaw Kozi ogk
local pastor Brener was executed in October 1§39.

The remarkable recovery of a Thracroll salvaged by a Polish priest from a synagogue set on fire by the
German invaders in September 1939 came to light at a moving ceremony at Boston College. (Ben Birnbaum,

BAfter t hbeerSeotviicentd fidfi Pol and an@®eivnsfahl tipine &f was pwamptedd rley
Police Hehad to assume false identitighile moving from place to placéle was arrested on July 5, 1947, underwent a show trial

for spying, subversion, and cooperating with Jesuit plotters indhiet3Jnion, and sentenced to death on November 29, 1947. On

the intervention of Adam Cardinal Sapieha and Bishop Jan Kanty Lorek, his death sentence was commuted to 15 years tmprisonmen

He was released in April 1955, aftdre death ofStalin. Howasimher r ogated by J-zef R- DaGEski ( G
Investigation Department of the Ministry of Public Security and notorious sadist who persecuted members eCtrerantiist
underground withzea(. J - zef R- UaG®ski i s bueni)lend hins Wae maiwds, th&aulytwohsS tc @ pie ¢ E

of his interrogators, out of more than a dnagere norlewsSee LeszekKsiebUa wsGiodng @mmirzelyg§ sw- j
Nasz DziennikMarch 31 April 1, 2007.During the years 1944.954,167 of the 450 top positions in the Ministry of Public Security,

or 37.1 percent, were occupied by people of Jewish origin. Ethnic Poles accounted for 49.1 percent, and the balaed éowtre fill

most part by Soviet officers (Russians, Belorussiang,2krainians), who accounted for 10.2 percent of the cadre. Of the 107
voivodship Security Office heads and their deputies, 22 wereSev® Kr zyszt of Szwagrzyk, Atydzi w
czy rzecBywilettgdl ,Idmstyt unallPNovenberc2D05)NBEZ; iKreysrinfeSpwagrzyk, ediparat
bezpiecze@®stwa w Povolanet: 194K1®56(Warsawl es bwhutzRBRami nci Narodowej ,
26 Abraham Kronenberg, e&khurbn Bilgoraj(Tel Aviv: n.p., 1956); Polish translatiofiia g §ada Bi gor aGda EK&i fga
Sgowo/ obraz. 07®r18t ori a, 2009) ,
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AfJourneybs End: Torah Scroll Res cBosbuColege MAgaiine,st Fi n
Fall 2002.)

In 1939 in Poland, shortly after Nazi troops had invaded, a Catholic priest saved a Torah scroll from a burning
synagogue. The name of the priest is not known, nor the location of the synagogue. What is known i$€hahe 19
priest told another Pole that he would like to entrust the Torah to an American Jew. And so he was led to the U.S.
embassy in Warsaw, where he handed the Torah in its gr
service offcerwhevas t he embassyds cul tur al attache.

Richmond held the Torah for 42 years, not quite knowing what to do with it, until the day recently when he was surfing
the Web from his home in Washington, D.C., and discovered that his alma mater hosted a sitedlJbwish student
group and had founded the Center for Christilewish Learning to advance understanding between the two faiths. One

of the centerds directors was Rabbi Ruth Langer- al so
malas ki ng, O6Would you |Iike a Torah?60 he recalled.
And so on October 11, Boston College was the site of a

about 80 peop@me mber s of BC&s Jewi sh c¢ommuni doypmunitieg gndguesesnt at i v
and frienddgat hered on a Friday afternoon to mark the compl e
Richmond, 79, a bearded Boston native who also served in Germany, Austria, Laos, and the Soviet Union before
retiring from the foeign service, was one of four Jews in his BC graduating class. He explained his gift of the scroll to
the University by saying, ACat holic Poland sheltered i
Torah from a synagogue torched by Nezis in 1939 and sheltered it for 21 years, and Boston College sheltered me for
four years and awarded me the degree that enabled me to make a start-gnea8 car eer . 0 &
While the provenance of the Tofalts synagogue and towrare not known, aneer t 6 s eval uation in
determined from various stylistic touches and dedicatory inscriptions that the Torah was of Polish origin, that its creator
was Rabbi Shmuel Shveber, a highly regarded scribe of his time, and that it was completed in 1919.

Yal e Richmonddés sentiments about Poland are shared
Jews from the 1% century onward, when thebegan to arrive in large numbdtseing expulsions and
pogroms in Western Europ€Thenext few centuriewere a period when Jews enjoyed their Golden Age. Not

27 Jews first came to Poland in the"@ntury agraders i among other commodities, but primaréilyChristian slaves, which
certainly did not augur well for mutual relations between Poles and Jews. In the early medieval ages, the internatiadal\stzse
monopolized by Iberian Jews known as Rademitvho transferred slaves (Slavs) from Central Europe through Western Europe
centres such as Mainz, Verdun and Lyons, where they were often castrated, to Islamic buyers in Muslim Spain and North Africa.
According to historian Zofia Kowalska:
In the earlyMiddle Ages the Jews kept a high profile in various branches ofd@tgnce and overseas trade, in
which sl aves wer e, for at |l east three hundred year s, t he
Kordabheh, Ibrahim ibn Yacub), passages inntheks of other Arab and Jewish authors (Ibn Haukal, Ibrahim al
Quarawi, Yehuda ben Meir H&ohen), documents issued by ecclesiastical and secular authorities, charters of
municipal privileges and customs tariffs build up a massive body of evidence catiofdne involvement of the
Jews in the slave trade. Their fAgoodsodo came mostly from t
Eastern and Central Europe. Slaves of Slav origin would be taken westwards across the Frankish lands to Arab
Span and from there to other countries in the Mediterranean. The main centres of the slave trade were Prague (from
the 10th century onwards); Magdeburg, Merseburg, Mainz and Koblenz in Germany; Verdun in northern France
and a number of towns in southern Franin spite of the vociferous debates that the slave trade provoked in both
secular and church circles, the Jews were undismayed and went on with their business.
SeeZofia KowalskafiHa ndel ni ewol ni kami pr-X¥wawizelkhy wDdauwaQuigripa,pdad awnslkX ej ,
ed, Ni ewol ni ct wo i ni ewolnicy w EuropiKkKe abdw:st Wyod&dwbhnoSwo Poi
Jagiel |l oEs&ii92ym, mdmMmMyY 83l,avs were ensl aved for so mamtheircent ur i ¢
name, not only in English and other European languddesslave trade was strongly opposed by the Catholic Church, which
prohibited the export of Christian slaves to fristian landsThe corroborating English language literature on thietopludes:
See lwo Cyprian Pogonowskiews in Poland: A Documentary Histofjhe Rise of Jews as a Nation from Congressus Judaicus in
Poland to the Knesset in Isra@lew York: Hippocrene, 1993; Revised edifid®98), 25766; M.M. Postan and Edward Méit,
eds.,The Cambridge Economic History of Europe]. 2: Trade and Industry in the Middle Age3econd edition (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1987), 418, 485 87; Roman Jakobso8gelected Writingsjol. 6: Early Slavic Paths and Crossrogds
Part 2:Medieval Slavic StudigBerlin, New York, and Amsterdam: Mouton, 1985), 864; Timothy ReuterTad.New Cambridge
Medieval Historyyol. 3:¢.900Q c.1024(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999),789 H.H. BenSasson, edA History of
the Jewish PeopléCambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1976934 Pl at e 31; Joseph AdlIl er
Pol i s h Milisgream Yctaber 1994, 2@8; Livia Rothkirchen;The Jews of Bohemia and Moravia: Facing the Holocaust
(Lincoln: Univer si ty of Nebraska Press, and Jerusal em: Yad V a
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only did Jewish religion, culture and communal life flourish injpaetition Poland, but as historian Barnet
Litvinoff compellingly arguesi Concei vabl ¢, J @wid ywnfdr #mvexti nction. o

In Septenber 1939the Germans forcedewish and Polisprisonersto march fromGom(h to the town of

Kolno. Upontheir arrivalin Kolno, the inhabitants came out into the street and threw food to the prisoners.
Yehuda Chmiel, one of the Jewishisonersremember@ a @atholic priest, who pushed himself into the rows

of captives and distributed bread and fruit among them, without discriminating between religions and races. ...
After a time, we heard that the Germans had tortanetlexecuted hirf?

The public migteatment of Jews by German soldiers raised consternation among the Polish population and
caused priests to intervene. Professor Karol Estreicher, of the Jagiellonian University, witnessed the following
scenes in Drohobycz, in southeastern Poland, in Septet@39. In order to protect his famiyPolandrom
retaliation by the Germans, Professor Estreicher published his memoir in 194Qhengeeudonym of
Domi ni k Wboginile WegjigrskiSeptember 193@ ondon: Minerva, 1940], p.151.)

The first gene which struck me as | came to the Market Square was the sight of a group of Jews loading manure on a
cart with their hands. The work was supervised by a Storm Trooper with a whip in his hand. He was whistling a gay tune
and now and then striking somktbe Jews, or pulling their beards. Sometimes he gave one of themaameadl kick.

The Polish population looked on with indignation on such treatment of human beings, and many peasants or workmen
expressed their disapproval. In the afternoonthe Germs began a | ooting of the Jewi sl
home, afraid to go out. But the Germans, using revolvers and ratigs, forced the younger Jews to help in the
loading of the robbed goods.

The Germans took a particular delight in forcithge Jews to perform revolting or filthy tasks. The Jews were told to
clear away manure, dead animals and men, and every kind of dirt, without using any implements which might help them
not to soil their hands. The population of Drohobycz was definitelinagsuch methods. The locatpond who before
the war did much to help the Polish-operatives to take business out of Jewish hadsalled on the commander of
the garrison and protested against such public indignities. The commander made a gestlpteséiessa welk
known trick of the Germafdsand listened sympathetically to the complaint, but said that the Gestapo alone were
responsible for the whole biness. He advised bribery.

In some areas sandwiched between the Nazi invaders from the E8sivéetdnvaders from the Wesical

Polish authorities fledr ceased functioning during the turmdihe ensuing breakdown in law and order was
seizedupon by criminal elementand riff-raff to loot property often belonging to JewRriests spoke out to

curb these abuseRev . Mi chag JabTgaord@sokg -, r ap ansetaorr lozZfbi ¢ a, cond
demanded that they ceaseittaetivities>! The Soviet invaders were welcomed by the Jewish population of
Grabowiec, and pr€ommunist factions, for the most part Jews, formdred militia.Forty-two wounded

Polish soldiersvere executelly the Sovieten September 25, 193Qyring theitbrief occupation of that town.

The foll owing account | ikely penSh&angedMenwriaRBeok. J - z e
of GrabowitZTel Aviv: Grabowiec Society in Israel, 1975], p.17.)

<http://en. wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Radhanite>; ASl avery in
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_medieval_Européelditional literature on thisopic published in Polish and Poland
includesTadeusz LewickiiOs adni ct wo sgowi aGskie i niewolnicy sgowiaEcy w

pisarzy arabskictR r z e g | Nd ,Mdl. 43t nog. B4 (1958)y47891; Tadeusz LewickifiHan d el ni ewol ni kami s Jow
krajach arabskichdo S§awni k StaroUymnmrmg&tiopedowiza Es kiac ly sajdawniejszych yv &1o w2 an
(Wrocgaw: Zakgad Nar odowy92ilma ®@s ddibwigkBsdeNacgm, Mh giewplctwd 9 0

(Warsaw: Czytelnik, 1987), 2677;Z o f i a BorSz wrdii &s ka .,d zi e j(Warsaw: Di6, 1905 Wi2® Ahmedc e
Nazmi,Commercial Relations between Arabs and Slavesl(®th CenturiesjWarsaw: Wydawnictwo Akademicki2ialog, 1998),

114i 83; Hanna Zaremski,As pe kty por -wnawcze w badani ach nRoankiMazwiek,i N t yd -
vol. 13 (2001): 17791, here at 178.

28 Barnet Litvinoff, The Burning Bush: Antisemitism and World Hist@irgndon: Collirs, 1988), 92.

®Yehuda Chamiel, iOn t he Br i nk Bookof Kehilat Obtrolénkac Yazkos Bookdf the dewishi t z ¢ h a |
Community of Ostrolenk@el Aviv: Irgun Yotzei Ostrolenka in Israel, 2009), 343.

0 The promotion of business irdtives (such as cooperatives) for ethnic Poles, who were grossly underrepresented in Polish
commerce, was unfairly labeled by many Jews as beingsantitic.

31 RyszardAdamczyk,Izbicy dni powszednie: Wojna i okupacj@m®i fir ni k p i (kublim:yNoripedinum,22007)c6h
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| must mention here a courageous priest, who warned the faithful, from the pulpit, not to plunder the Jews or attack
them. Such acts were against Christianity and Humanity, the priestrasimed.

There isa similar accountfro® Nb r o wa B.iAthe behéstoofhekrabbi andlewish town elders
priestdissuaded a group of villagers fréooting Jewish property after the Germdrel retreated and before
the Soviets tookantrol of thearea in midSeptember 193%

In at least one small town, Garbatka neadom the Germans incited local Christians to start up a petition

calling for the removal of the Jewish population. This was part of a strategy to make it appear as if the Germans
were acting at the behest of or to placate the wishes of the conquered people for whom they otherwise
displayed nothing but contempt. The Germans turned to the local priest to endorse the petition but he refused

to put his signature on it, there torpedoing project® Another form of incitement, equally unsuccessful, was

to compel the | ocal rabbi to go to the church in t
out that the Jewwere responsible for the wa.

Bishagp Marian Leon Fulmanfd_ublinwas arrestedo Oct ober 17, 1939 and- senten
Germano activities. His sentence was commuted to |
concentration camp near Berlinn 1 94 0, he was t,whkerebtdwasimpesdned forthdlowy S

duration of the wartRonald J. RychlakRighteous Gentiles: How Pius XII and the Catholic Church Saved
Half a Million Jews from the Naz[®allas: Spence, 2005], pp.153.)

Bishop Fulman called together the priests fromén and ot her nearby dioceses. He t
reserve the Nazis have set up here in Lublin is a sewer. We are going to assist those people as well as our own, as well

as any man, woman or child, no matter of what faith, to escape; ame bse our lives, we will have achieved

somet hing for the Church and for God. o Bishomenerall manods
of Occupied Poland, Dr. Hans Frank. Bishop Fulman was incarcerated, and he saw many of resdiastthe

concentration camp. Following one execution, Hans Frank addressed Fulman:

iWe shall exterminate all enemies of the Reich, 1inc
we have finished with Eu Ndage. NoRopetNo priest. Nathildgicht® &  wi | | b
iGod haveyounér 8y sboep Ful man [replied]

iGod bett er yowaov eF rmaenrkc ymoocnk ed. A You obey allbfgouor der s
will die.o

In his wartime diary, Dr. Zygmurlukowski recorded the following on October 22, 132®cerning Rev.
J - z e Sicki,Glie @astorof Szczebrzeszyn, in Lublin voivodship ( Wjadys aw Bartoszew
L e wi n -Tenijesat z ojczyzny moj§econd evi sed and expanded edition [K

Eleven Jews were arrested, taken to court martial andgsepfor further measures. A group of Jews went to see the
canon, R e v licki,[pl@adingewiit] himQd iet&Svene with the Germans. A committee [of Poles] promptly
approc hed the German authorities é

Accordipg to the o w mdénwrial booka numbepf Poles came to the assistance of the Jews, icluding Rev.
Ci e S| ianunnamesticad.(Dov Shuval, ed.The Szczebrzeszyn Memorial Bfidihwah, New Jersey:
Jacob Solomon Berger, 2005], pp.1491, 155:

26 September 193)n such a hiding place ian attic, Abeh a m Re i c h-i-taw, igoing ap intkodhmaattic,
wanted to take up the | adder. However, seeing an SS tro

32 Michael A. NevinsPpubrowa Dabrowa Bialostocka: Memorial to a Shtet!® edition (River Vale, New Jersey: n.p., 2000), 19.
33Magdalena Siek, edArchiwum Ringelbluma: Konspiracyjne Archiwum @atarszawskiegepl. 8: Tereny wcielone do Rzeszy:

Okrfig RzePruys@dad&shodnie, rejencWar £aw:c htayndoowsskkai, |G-srtnyyt ustl Nsiks
Ringelbluma, 2012), 321.

34Magdalena Siek, edArchiwum Ringelbluma: Konspirgine Archiwum Getta Warszawskiegol. 9: Tereny wcielone do Rzeszy:
KrajWarty(War saw: tydowsKki I nstytut Histpflyczny i m. Emanuel a Ring
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hand, and injured him.

After this incident, an order was issuediediately, that Jews were not permitted to leave their homes. All of the Jews,
men and women, were pursued like animals across the town, to thelkityehaily guarded on all sides.

The lawyer, PopracKiHenrykPaprocki a member of the National Pg}tlearned of thisHe went off to the priest,
Cieslicki[J - ZCé fe S1 i cki ] and b ot mayergHranczakdan FranezakpAll thrgeamade sheire r
way to the German commandant, and declared to him, that the incident with the ladder veasgasident, and
represented that such an incident will not happen again. The commandant went out to the people with eelcimg sp
and warned, that if this ever happened again, or there was a similar incident, that every tenth Jew would be shot. Until
thecommandant appeared, the Rabbi, Yekhiel Blankaman and Shlomo Maimon had been beaten, amaig others.

| wish to add, that there were Christians, who sympathized with the Jews, and gave them help, and many times suffered
themselves because of it.

Sucha person was the Milliner Brylowski [Brygowski], who
a way. Where we could flee if an automobile full of Germans arrived to take us away: behind the stable he set aside the
obstacles, and freed up thay for us, down to the river.

lalsowishtomentionDf. J - z e f  KSpaz,ithemCaean Zigslicki, the Vicar, the orggni& o | eSteg aneis
daughter, th&Komornik, and the Pharmacig§t J a n S z ¢ ,aviiochéipedsws.iAfa number of thagiden Jewish
articleswere found, and because of this they suffered greatly.

Rev. CieSlicki was arrested by thhied Gerrama ntsh ém iJru nte
area.With time, as German acts of terror became commonplat&yentions proved to be less and less

effective, and were soon futil€he vicarRev. Franciszek Kapalski headed WelfareCommittee Komitet

Op i e k)un@eczeprzeszywhich extended assistance to both Poles and Jews.

Sometimes priests could do nomdhan console the victims of German executions as in Konin, inthe so
called Wartheland, as related by Issy Hahn in his merdiife Sentence of Memories: Konin, Auschwitz,
London(London and Portland, Oregon: Vallentine Mitchell, 2001), at pages2l1

The next day, Thursday 21 September [1939], the Germans began arresting influential people from the town as
hostages; the reason given was that two German soldiers had been found shot dead. Another poster went up on the
tower : 6 Tomor r ocow ontokr ntihneg eaxte clult ioobn of t wo hostages wil/l
The next morning just before 11 o6clock Liberty Square
way through the crowd to get to one of the two public water pumps in the squatevdet on top to have a good view
of the spectacle. Over the heads of the crowd | saw the two condemned men being marched by six soldiers and one
officer of the German army from the town prison to the square. The hostages came to a stop, facingvwhédiaalk
of the old gymnasium. The crowd was silent. The men were told to turn and face the crowd.
One of the hostages, Mordechai Slodki, was a religious Jewish man of 70 who owned a fabric shop; | knew him well.
The other was Aleksander KurowskPa | i sh Cat holic who owned a posh restat
A Catholic priest wearing a long mauve robe and a scarf around his neck approached the prisoners. He spoke first to
the Jewish man. Then, with his Bible raised, he said a preijfethe Catholic man and made the sign of the cross. Then
he turned and walked away. One of the Germans blindfolded the hostages.
The officer in charge ordered the firing squad to retreat 20 metres from the two men and take up their firing position.
€ The officer in charge gave the order and the soldiers
Some of the crowd moved towards the dead men. When | g
the menés arms and | egs we tears foom theirifacemas vtheyrpassed tBevbbndfgidedh e  wa ¢
corpses to show their last respects. Some made the sign of the cross.

The accounts attesting to widespread sympathy on the fruotasf towargersecuted Jews are borne out by a
report filed byWehrmacht General Johannes von Blaskowitz. On February 6,, h@4@rote to General
Walther von Brauchitsch, CommandafChief of the German Army:

®Regina Smoter Grzeszkiewicz, AfKapgani Z a mo j Swicaztyozweyj ,por zlenStl ear
<http:horajec.republika.pl/okup45.htmi>.
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The acts of violence carried out i n
population, which is fundamentally pious (orGbde ar i ng) 0] not on
for the Jewish populatioff.

ublic agsh nst Je
y the deepest di

The oppositesituation was not unthinkahles the folbwing highly unusual case showsn September 1,

1939, Leon Schlr°hkadert wé wért  Jmwi sh community in O
German pilot, who had parachuted from a crashing plane, without informing the Polish authorities of his
presence. When the German army entered the town several days later, tled aeva to the wounded man

who, it turned out, was an important Nazi officer. This officer reciprocated by intervening with the local
German military commander to alleviate conditions for the Jews, at least for a time. When some old, defective
rifles whichhad been used for mandatory military drills before the war were found in a school run by the
SalesianSociety t he Ger mans arrested a dozen priests and
intervened on their behalves with the local commander arsligaded him that the rifles were useless as
weapons. The priests were released from jail. Word
became a local hefd.

Felix Kaminsky, who served in the Polish army in September 1939, recalled thdteiftdefeat, the captain
told everyone to go on their own. Kaminsky set off
uniformsJi.e., cassocks] 0 di £gui se. o

Sympathy for downtrodden prisonasswar, both Poles and Jews, taken dyithre September 1939 campaign

and guarded by the Germans in a school courtyard
(Testimony of Chaim Bank i Memorial to the Brzozow Communiffhraham Levite, ed. [Israel: The

Survivors of Brzozow, 1984],195 96.)

Twice we received nourishment in the form of a bowl of soup from the German military kitchen. The Catholic nuns
brought kettles of food for the Polish prisoners. The Jewish hostages from Kolbuszowa refused tkasterdood

and literallysar ved. | owned a few fizlotyod [zgoty] (Polish curr
some chocolate in town. They fulfilled my request and that chocolate was the only food the Jewish hostages would eat.
The nuns let me know of the hotelmisfortune befalling the Jews of Rzeszow caused by the German army right after

the beginning of the invasion.

Sydney W. from Pugtusk near Warsaw, who was intern
at a prisoneof-war camp for Polish sdiers, recalled the assistance he received from a Polish priests in
Joachim Schoenfeld,etHo| oc aus't Me moi r s: Jews in the Lw-w Ghet

and as Deportees in Siberfeloboken, New Jersey: KTAV Publishing House, 1985), aep&9395.

The Germans took us to a POW camp in Radom. It was November [1939] and already cold. My leg was terribly swollen
and the wound festered; | could barely walk.

€ In the car with me was a Pol e, a nookingdtrmecorerdayfhe saich my un
Ailf the Germans find out that you are Jewish, it wild.l
service books dondédt show our nationality. €0

In the camp at Radom, | met a good friend, a former reigha classmate of mine at school. In the Polish army he
was a medic, the Germans too used him as such in the camp. He promised to help me in any way possible. First of all, he
would see to it that | would be admitted to the hospital; to do this he eddondengage the help of another fellow from
our town, who was a nurse at the camp hospital. When he told me who the other fellow was, | became frightened,

36 Ernst Klee, Willi Dressen, and Volker ReigsThose Were t he Days6: The Hol ocaust t hro
BystandergLondon: Hamish Hamilton, 1991), 4; Jeremy Noakes andffegdPridham, edsNazism 191081945: A History in

Documents and Eyewitness Accountduimell: Foreign Policy, War and Racial Exterminati@ew York: Schocken, 1988), 939.

"Moshe Weiss, fTo "Gmimensarywbthedibeeation froe Aséh t The Jewish Preg8rooklyn), January

27, 1995 HeDnortykkn i SicahiWemn keersiiwa § @©Sr o d 6%k0 .Kalret can & 2 0s005n),, He8nr yk, al s«
of sorts when a story spread that he had smashed a bicycle belonging to a German soldier. Although this rumour prutvee,to be u

no one betrayed him.

%8 Rhoda G. Lewin, edWitnesses to the Holocaust: An Oral Hist¢Boston: Twayne, 1990139.
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because | remembered him from before the war, when he was an Endek who organized and tooktpaewwisan
brawls in our town. My friend, however, assured me that
now hated the Germans more than the Jews. He would help me.

In fact, the next morning, when all the prisoners seeking admétéo the hospital had lined up in front of the
entrance gate, the line was so long that joining it seemed to me to be a hopeless undertaking. | realized | would not be
able to stand there for hours on my wounded, aching leg, and left the line in déBpindsman, the Endek, saw me
hopping back to the barracks. He came up to me and told me not to worry. He led me through a back door into the
hospital and to the admitting desk, where he persuaded a Polish doctor, himself a prisoner, to admit mergeacyem
case.

The next day | was on the operating table. A big chunk of steel was taken out of my leg. The doctor told me that a few
more days of neglect would have led to gangrene, which would have resulted in the loss of my leg.

My classmate toldhe that he had spoken to a Polish priest, who visited sick prisoners in the hospital every day, and
the priest promised him that he would do everything possible to help me.

Two Gestapo men came into the ward and took away a friend of mine by the Kaasgradr, and all other prisoners

with Jewish names. I was spared because my name doesn?oi
The next day, when the priest came into my ward, he approached my bed and asked me if | wanted to confess. |
understood that by pretending thatitsva a conf essi on, we woul dndét have any wi

| told him that, as he knew from my friend, | was a Jew and therefore in great danger, and begged him to help me. He
was a kind man and tol d mlehotidhnattoseddpé. He gave mena si@adl crdsstowear,n d  a n
and having learned from my friend that | was in the military orchestra, he also gave me a little hymn book.

ATomorrow, 0 he said, Al will be sayiethgsems!wildskiftherae hosp
are among the worshippers some with good voices, or from the music band. You should step forward and | will ask you
to join the choir.o He said | should behavid addiwikhe al | t

Godds help he hoped that there would be no suspicion of
the choir boy. é

However, after about six week in the hospital, an ordinance was received to dissolve the camp aasketthesle
Polish prisoners, allowing them to return home.

William (Wolf) Ungar, a soldier in the Polish army who was injured during the September 1939 campaign,
recalled waking up in a malghift hospital in Gostynin and being comforted by a Catholic pri@stliam

Ungar with David ChanoffDestined taLive [Lanham, Maryland, New York, Oxford: University Press of
America, 2000, pp.63 64.)

| came out of the dream with the strange feeling that someone was hovering over me. | opened my eyes. A priest was
kneeling down, speaking to me in Latimnomine domine et filio et spiritusanétwor ds | i nked t hemsel v
a singsong drone. For a moment | thought | was hallucinating. Then | realized the priest was flesh and blood and he
wasnodt s p éuatWwads giving medastmites, When he saw my eyes were opened he looked at me sorrowfully and

made the sign of the cross.

A priest making a cross in the air over me was the last thing | expected. | was drowning in my own misery and sorrow,
inpainanda priest wasndt someone | wanted to see at that m
needed the last rites? | raised my hand and motioned for him to stop. The priest looked at me, his eyes widening slightly,
surprised that | would inteupt him in the process of saving my eternal soul.

iwhat s the matter, my son?0 he asked, putting his ear
i No, Fat her . o

AThen whatds wrong, my chil d?2o

il dm Jewi sh, Father. o

He looked intomy bluey e s . AYoubre Jewish, my son?bo

fiYes, Father. o

il dm truly sorry, my son. o0

il understand, Father. o

Then he stood up and walked away.

Mendel (Martin) Helicher, a Jew from Tarnopol who served as an officer in theaSlion of the Polish
army,was taken captive by the Germans in September 1939 and segridonerof-war camp in Gorlice
After a medical examination, Helicher was identified as a Jew and imprisdeeslas protected by his
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division commander, Zygmunt Bryszewski, and other Polekiding a priest Rev. J-zef Cza
bat al | i onTaeschapldnanmintaireadthat Helicher was a Catholic who had been circumcised as a

result of an operation, and they were thus was able to secure his réteagile by Y. Shmuelevich abbu

Hel i cher 6s e x p eForivedome sJ] amwhalriys Herd i1l66 i s reproduc ¢
book,Mikulince: Sefer yizkoedited by Haim Preshel (Israel: Organization of Mikulincean Survivors in Israel

and in the United States of America859, atpagesl04i 113.

The Hitlerists never stopped |l ooking for Jews among the
of Hitlerists stormed into the hut and demanded a medical examination of every prisoner. They were lookisg for Jew
Everyone who passed the examination and was found to be
stood, in the long |line, 0o Helicher said, Acompl etely n
murdererswouldknovh at | was a Jew. 0 At that point, a miracle h:
Tarnopol, came over to the Jew. He had already passed the physical. The judge, a lieutenant, held out his tag to the Jew.
Slowly, the Jew moved out of the lifilbe Polish judge, who passed the exam a second time and got a new tag, was a
close friend of Zigmund Brishevgkiygmunt Bryszewski]f the Nazis had ever found out, Bigada would have been
shot.

Danger was not over for MartthMendel Helicher and waitefdr him anew around every bend. Once, when Helicher
was standing in line for food, a Ukrainian named Olenik recognized him. They had served together in the Polish army
and Olenik knew Helicher was Jewish. The Ukrainian went to the Nazis and informelicbet{€he Nazis examined
him and when they found that he had been circumcised they branded a Jewish star on his left hand so that everyone
would know that he was Jewish. They incarcerated him in the Garliz [Gorlice] prison. But his good ahdavitedl
friend did not desert him. He made sure his Jewish friend got out of danger.

Among the Polish officers at Garliz was the judge from
the German people) and served as an interpreter for tisNvho liked him very much. He even wore a German
uni form. AJudge Pisterer went to the judge | mentioned

clergyman Tsachev.J - zef Czach] who had "batatiominTanepol.cTheahpek afthem of t h e
went to see the Nazis in charge of the camp. The chaplain said that | had been a Catholic all my life and belonged to his
church. My circumcision, he explained, was the result of an operation. | was released on the strengtleag tisi mony . 0
To this day, he bears the Jewish star on his left hand and survived the Nazis as a devout Catholic.

When he was released from prison, he was returned to the P.O.W. camp where he lived as a Catholic among the
officers and men. The Nazis nagger hurt him as a Jew.

Karol Kewes,alfyearol d Jewi sh boy from G- d¥, weandidatesireandi n g
military training camp when the war broke out. Manoeuvring between the German and Soviet invaders,
Kewes s eye German firejost beforehis ddiaghment was captured by the Germans on October 5
andtakentoaprisonef-war camp i n Dnblin Fortress. Kewes was s
attentively cared for by Polish nuns, who kept silent about theslesigin of their charges. His experiences

are described in K.S. Kar@etween Two Worlds: The Life of a Young Pole in Russiaj 4889ew York: A

New Republic Book/Henry Holt and Company, 1986), at page23l9

At St. Casimir Hospital in Radom, whdrevas finally sent to have my eye attended to, the groans of the wounded

seemed restful to my ears after the screams of Demblin

surrealistic: The Germans had taken charge of everything, $togery to administration, but they had left the religious

at their posts. The nuns were excellent nurses and especially strong Polish patriots, conspirators even. The sister who

looked after me had a Germa&ounding first name, Kunegunda [actually thisuebhave been an assumed religious

name, that of Blessed Kinga or Kunegunda, the Hung&v@n wife of King Boleslaus V the Shy of Poland], but she

would rather have had her tongue torn out that pronounce a word in that language. As with all the @loers;ghe

occupiers had to speak to her through an interpreter.

wounded. I only I earned the details of my operation fr
Sister Kunegunda was very kind to me, perhagisdérope of bringing me to religion, or more simply because of my

relative youth. She sometimes brought me sweets and promised to contact my family with the help of another sister who

happened to be traveling to LozG - d ¥] . I wrote my parents a long letter,
decision to move to the provinces incorporated in the
announced the arrival of f aloneferaDanerg thén hergturmedtb dneouncet@ He |
my mot her that she could take me home ¢&
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At the home of some friends of Sister Kunegunda in Radom, my mother gave me a suitcase with all my things carefully

arranged, and directions on the bestwayto@s s t he Bug. &

Sister Kunegundads | ast pi ecse difBaadv iPod askti ielmdo 1 éiBdNuriFd
Polisho), with its unspoken implication: AFight for Pol
[I'm Lw-w] | managed to find a modest job in a chemist

lodgings (a kitchen commode on walhil stretched out at night, my feet dangling in the air) at the home of a retired
Polish lady who was poor but very obliging; if | remember, correctly, she was aaiatance of Sister Kunegunda.

In Polish Pomerania (the salled Polish corridor), ithe fall of 1939, thousands of Poles, as well as some

Jews, were rounded up and killed in mass executions in the fores&sinea'Sni ca. One group of
transported there in November from the jail in the nearby town of Wejherowo, included Jewish children. Sister
Alicja, born Maria Jadwiga Kotowska, the superior of the convent of the Sisters of the Resurrection of Our

Lord Jesus ChrigResurrectionist Sisters) Wejherowo and school principal, took them into her care. She led

them by their hands like Janusz Korczak would later lead his Jewish orphans from the Warsaw ghetto onto a
train headed for Treblinka. (Lucyna $téckaZmartwychwstanki w okupowanej Pol§¢darsaw  OSr o d e k
Dokumentacij.i i Studi -W6)Spogecznych, 1983], pp. 94

On the entry of the Wehrmacht into Wejherowo (September 9), the extermination action began. The jails were
overcrowded, and prisoners occupied not only the cells but also the corridorseacttbgbel. There were over 3,000 of
them éincluding members of the clergy &

The Sisters were also blacklisted. They were placed in isolation in their convent which was occupied by the German
ar my. é At 3:30 in the aft erthe&estapopwstinttoetconbeatycauBiyylare dur i
uproar, with the aim of terrorizing the Sisters. They demanded that Sister Alicja leave. Upon leaving, they arrested her
and took her to the courthouse. ¢é Twasinthelocdljailjhgreshehe Si st

remained despite numerous interventions] &

Commencing November 5, every day six or more automobil
transport counting 300 pri s onSistersAlicja&dtawskd. Bafore Riteirs) rinie ¢ a . Al
automobiles they had to empty their pockets é Sister Al
the building. She approached a group of Jewish children, took them by their hands andnlédtahtbe automobile.

In PiaSnica forest the prisoners, stripped to their wur
prepared. They were forced to kneel [before being shot]

soil over whichsod was placed.

The Germans started to abuse the Jewish popul ation
a brief respite, matters came to a head again in November 193%widneds of Jewsere rounded upnd

were on the verge of g killed. A priestintervenedwith the Germansn behalfof the endangered Jews

( AZel ec hBnayclapedida of the Jewish Communities in Polandhlume VII, Internet:
<http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/Pinkas_poland/pol7_00199b.hinanslation fromPinkas hakehillot

Polin, Volume VII [Jerusalem: Yad \&Gaem, 1999], pp.199ff.)

The Germanseatr ed Zel echow [tel ech-w] on 12 September 1939. |

the street, subjected them to harsh abuse, plundered their property, and set several of their houses on fire. The next day,

the synagogue was set afire, ahe blaze claimed the life of Hayyim Palhendler, who before the war had been a

member of the municipal council. At the same time, the Germans seized Jewish and Polish public figures as hostages

and imprisoned them for twertgur hours. After a few day$i¢ Germans gathered a group of Jews and sent them to

OstrooMa zowi ecka [ Ostr-w Mazowiecka]; on the way, they sh
I n November 1939 é That month also saw a serious 1inci

Zelechav. On a market day in town, a former Polish soldier shot at a German. The Germans immediately gathered

hundreds of Jews and prepared to kill then, but through the lobbying of the priest, and after the actual culprit was

captured, the Jews were set free.

In early November 1939, the Gestapo jCathotE:cIergf/memar ried
(some 50 Catholic priests were arrested including Bishop Kazimerz Toraazisdlitical and social activists,
andinternedheminaconcentratio camp cr eated i n near balewshpisogeo sz c z .
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who arrived at the camp on December 23, 1939, recalled the atmosphere of solidarity that prevailed among the
prisoners®

On December 23, 1939, | arrived with a group of 39 JewsddnBoles from the [Gestapo] prison on Sterling Street
(also some people from the prison [police detention for arrests] on Kopernik Street). There were a few dozen women in

the camp, including a few Jewi sh o nwewereindwotloomstbhtthere a mp t |
were no special ghettos.

The Polesdé attitude to the Jews, with the exception of
out that there were a few dozen priests in the camp. Most of the PoleE weoem t he intelligentsi a

honesty toward each other is a characteristic feature worth emphasizing. | know of only one instance of something being
misappropriated. During this period, the gendarmerie and auxiliary police treated the prisserd’he Jewish

prisoners and the Poles made an agreement that on Christmas Day, the Jews would do all the work in the camp. The
next two days, however, the Jews were not called on to do any workéatal.he Pol i sh pri soner s,
wo u | dtradytmeadsehad left us their bread and had hidden coffee for us.

From western Pdhterritories incorporated directly into the German Reich, Jews were deported en masse to
the General Government. Many of them passed through the Franciscan friatiemiabh owa near No
and in Niepokalan-w near Warsaw. On Jakronkaggtta2, 1
war szawski egoist Wc z e\Shrsav@\Behik, 9983), at page 68:

wy
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In Limanowa, the behaviour of the Franciscaoward 1,300 Jewish refugees (500 from Kalisz, 500 from Lublin, and
some 300 from Pozna® was very favourable. They gave tt
various ways]é even giving them a calf to kill

In a biography entitledh Man for Others: Maximilian Kolbe, Saint of Auschwtlew York: Harper & Row,

1982; reissued by Our Sunday Visitor Publishing Division of Our Sunday Visitor, Inc., Huntington, |ndiana

1982, at pages 9193, Patricia Treece writes about the extensive assistprovided to large numbers of
Jewi sh refugee,s RPol a\ndedpso klad rague swt monastery, whi ch
Maximilian [Maksymilian] Kolbe*

¥Testi mony o0ctobér1%48, Archivedt the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsagprdgroup 301, number 1023.

“F at her beaifitatioe ahd sasequentanonizatiorgave rise tomuglycampaign of vilification by uninformed sourcegho

hold themsel ves o deawislarslatidne Xhe gerniticu®changes agiost Hatbeh Kolbthwereghly discredited

at the timebut hare been evived inrecent years. Ifact, Father Kolbe rarely touched on the topic of Jews in his writings, and only on

a few occasions expressed restrained criticism about their influence on Polishlsot889.two historiand Daniel L. Schlafly, Jr.,

a Catholc, and Warren Green, a J@winderbok extensive e sear ch on Fat herintKkeli bedspoprewainThet
and the Tr ut h StoLoysudwish Lighiiend 30 1982thdy statedhati n al | of Father ,Kol beods
there were only 14 references to Jews, some very positive, five negative, and none racist. Another charge levellgdlaeHatier

todowithMa g y D zhe poputar diily newspaper produced at his friary, which was accused of promot®graitsim Father

Kolbe was away in Japan fouch ofthel 93 06s and i ssued instructions not t-o publis
Semitic. See Michael ShelPersistent Prejuditel ArBathBlieigmuntAgneribdhiuntingtoa, Indiana:

Our Sunday Visitor, 1984), 2838. The tone for the hatred spewed on Father Kelizeseby Rabbi Lev K. Nelson, who wrote in

the BostonJewish Advocaté@November 4, 1982 é fhe sainted Kolbe was a notorious e®émite during the Hitler gtme in

Polandé How can we possibly say that Kolbe is Kosher when his whole life has been dnsksed by the disease of anti

Semitism and sullied by the spewing of hatred towards human beings of a different faith? Is it irony or poetic justoesthaitio

was indirectly responsible for crowding Auschwitz with its victims, was in turn compelled to share their bitter lot agsl thvéne

result of the preachingof hatréd! Anne Roi phe, a | it e-Ansericgnperiddicdlikkunwbofappealrseottb i ber al
appreciate that the Nazis also built camps for and engaged in the systematic destruction of Christian Poles, esfergialimtdec

the following remarks i\ Season For Healing: Reflections on the HolocéNstv York: SummitBook, 1988), at p. 130:
Kol be was a nationalist of great fervor. Hi s -Bdmjteecewanpbnen t o t h

caught in the machinery to kill the Jews, hardly seem a candidate for sainthood, at least tordakiagla pilgrimage to the camp

and marking the death of Father Kolbe, [Pope John Paul 1] seems once again to diminish the death of all Jews whadied there.
Joseph Polak, director of the Bo&énai B odestshtine erddtedinthe Auschvataicelld a t i
where Father Kolbe was put to death fAa | andmark etcdngd onl
Me mor i e s ,MidEileanglune/kilg 199017i 18. In his best selleiChutzpah(Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1991),

Al an M. Dershowitz wrote, at p .-Senidwhoadlnmost tertaflg woblceneveriRave shceficedda s 1 a
his life for a condemned Jewish inmate. (In fact, it is unlikely that Kolbe eeangsta Jew at Auschwitz, since the Polish prisoners

were kept entir el y OsaAugustrlalod@Thé New Mork Timesn h deties frojn @lfred Lipson, Senior

< o
=}
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Truckloads (Brother Juventyn [Juwentyn] estimates as many as 1,500 Jews and 2,##)sgemt time) were dumped

at the friary by the Nazis, displaced persons who had
annexed by the ReiéhThe first group (Jews and gentiles from the
Franciscans, was practically waiting on the doorstep when Kolbe and his malnourished friars returned from

i mpri sonment. é Kolbe and the Brothers somehow managed

allotting food forthem. Todo so,thefris begged i n the neighborhood. ¢é Kol be
were given about threfourths of the friary) and food, but clothing and every other kind of assistance as well.
Kolbe himself mentions in a letter the following services togees sheltered at Niepokalanow in May 1940: the
infirmary was caring for sixty to seventy daily, the pharmacy was dispensing medicine to twenty daily, the little hospital
for lay people was housing thirty daily, and the friary kitchen was feeding 1500.
Even after the Germans began allotting rations to the displaced persons from the Poznan area, Kolbe, knowing
firsthand the inadequacy of these official amounts, ad
At Fat her Kol be 6 sChrisdag celebsation was pob ferthe toudhed andgrateful Jewish families
on New Year 6s Day.
Brother Mansuetus Marczewski had noticed that Father Maximilian had an especially tender love for the Jews. This
love was reciprocated. Early in the new year (1940), the Poznan departze resettled away from the monastery.
Before leaving, the Jewish leaders sought out Father Maximilian. According to Brother Juventyn, a spokesperson (Mrs.
Zajac [Zaj Nc]) said:
AiTomorrow we | eave Niepokalanow.cWederenbeénWedeat a&ld
someone close to us was sympathetic with us. For the blessing of thimuadtl kindness, in the name of all the
Jews present here, we want to express our warm and sincere thanks to you, Father Maximilian, and to all the
Brother s . But words are inadequate for what our hearts
In a loving gesture to Kolbe and his Franciscans, she concluded by asking that a Mass of thanksgiving be celebrated to
thank God for his protection of the Jews and the friary. AnothérBoh Jew added, Al f God perm
this war, we will repay Niepokalanow a hundredfold. And, as for the benevolence shown here to the Jewish refugees

from Poznan, we shall never forget iit. We wild/l praise |
|t is interesting to note that the Jews of PoznaG,
overPoland t he regionds occupying power, when Pol and r

Kolbe continued his support of thewls until he was arrested again in February 1941, among other reasons, for
the extensive and open assistance he gave to Jews at the monastery.

A woman living in the neighborhood of Niepokalanow has also left her testimony of Father Maximilian in ¢us peri
[i.e., 1940 1941]. She reports how she came tothefry t o ask him é whether it was i
war-impoverished Jews who were begging at her door. Patiently Father Maximilian Kolbe urged her, she reports, to

Researcher, Holocaust Resource Center and Archives, City University of Newirvatkich Lipsons t at e d : AThe Poli sh
canonization caused a controversy because of pasBamitism, especially his attacks on Jews in his popular publications and

p r e a c Ibavid i1.sCrowe, an American historian and former member of the BEdoc2ommittee of the United States Holocaust

Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C., wrote in btsdyThe HolocaustRoots, History, and Afterma{Boulder, Colorado:

Westview Press, 2008), at p.371: fAKolbe was a Franciscan pri
arrested on several occasions by the Germans for helping refugees. [Crowe neglects to point out thadtmawst, ibf the refugees
were JewsM.P] But most of Father Kolbebés fame came from his willir

1971, questions were raised about his beatification after it was discovered that Kolbe waSamnitivho accepted the fictitious

Protocols of the Elders of Zias authentic. [Many people did at the time, including Winston Churlshiil]. He wrote about the
Operver-Masdawcshresso6 Tamadd el aamees t hatameldh €EhgaisnstanChidi §1t i s
were Father Kolbebs word. I n any event, reputabl e sfarhol ars a
exampl e, P Xesugin th8@aknhd{Pfineeton, New Jersey and Oxford: Reton Univerity Press, 200M1.P] He also

thought that the Holocaust was Godés puni shment forallewi sh s
evidence. Moreover, the Holocaust did not get underwayafigilK o | b e 6 Bl.PJdnel88e, Pope John Paul Il canonized him as

a O6martyr of charity. 60

““According to a report of the orderds provincial from October
year 1940, Ni epokal an- ws. Anorngshe first groud of 8,200 refogees ywerer 26000ulgwes. After the

departure of the first group of refugees in the spring of 1940, a second group of exiles from Pomerania was housany.i the fri

group now also has departed. At the writing of thjzort, the monastery awaits the arrival of another 2,000 displaced persons. See
ClaudeR.FosteMar y6s Knight: The Mission and MwestChester,demnsyglfanisS\estnt Ma k s
Chester University Press, 2002), 630.
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help the Jews. Sheque s t he reason he gave her: i We f(ibidspg.10d)o it be

Father Kolbeis nonetheless often vilified in Jewish literature as an avoweeSantite. But among the
hundreds of testimonials of gratitude for the assistaaggenerously extendedtoeveryone Ni epokal an -
there are several from the survivors of the Palishish communit§?

Father Kolbe was eventually deported to Auschwitz, where he died on August 14, 1941, by lethal injection,
after a prolonged period efarvation. He had volunteered his life for that of a married man who happened to
be a Catholic. While imprisoned in Auschwitz Father Kolbe befriended Sigmund Gerson, thpesadld

Jewish boy. Sigmund Gerson recalled their relationship many yeargTateceA Man for Otherspp.152

53))

| was from a beautiful home where love was the key word. My parents wedfveeltl weleducated. But my three

beautiful sisters, my moth&ian attorney educated at the University of Panmy father, grandpardsd all perished. |

am the sole survivor. To be a child from such a wonderful home and then suddenly find oneself utterly alone, as | did at
age thirteen, in this hell, Auschwitz, has an effect on one others can hardly comprehend. Many of us youngsters lost
hope, especially when the Nazis showed us pictures of what they said was the bombing of New York City. Without hope,
there was no chance to survive, and many boys my age ran onto the electric fences. | was always looking for some link
withmy murderedparnt s, trying to find @& someoneénrihdtmassofmmanityahohagr 6 s ,
known them so | would not feel so alone.

And this is how Kolbe found me wandering around, so to speak, looking for someone to connect with. He was like an
angel to me. Like a mother hen, he took me in his arms. He used to wipe away my tears. | believe in God more since that
ti me. Because of the deaths of my parents | had been a:
faith back.

He krew | was a Jewish boy. That made no difference. His heart was bigger than fetsaris, whether they were
Jewish, Catholic, or whatever. He loved everyone. He dispensed love and nothing but love. For one thing, he gave away
so much of his meager ratiotisat to me it was a miracle he could live. Now it is easy to be nice, to be charitable, to be
humble, when times are good and peace prevails. For someone to be as Father Kolbe was in that timédrzhplace
only say the way he was is beyond words.

| am a Jew by my heritage as the son of a Jewish mother, and | am of the Jewish faith and very proud of it. And not
only did | love Maximilian Kolbe very, very much in Auschwitz, where he befriended me, but | will love him until the last
moments of my life.

Another Jewish survivor, Eddie Gastfriend, confirmed this same impression of Polish priests in Auschwitz,
who were targeted by the Germans for particularly brutal and degrading treatment. (Ibid., p.138.)

There were many priests in Auschwitz. They woreoflars, but you knew they were priests by their manner and their
attitude, especially toward Jews. They were so gentle, so loving.

Those of us Jews who came into contact with priests, s
staries about him), felt it was a moving tifha time when a covenant in blood was written between Christians and Jews.
é
Both Jews and priests were singled out for particularly brutal and humiliating treatment in concentration
camps. (lbid., p.137.)

Right afer my arrival at Auschwitz, a young priest was murdered. His body, in a cassock, was laid out on a
wheelbarrow. A mock funeral was staged by the SS men, who forced several priests and a few Jews to sing funeral
hymns as they followed another cassdoés®d priest. He wore a hat turned upside down, a straw rope was tied about

his neck, and they made him carry a broom as his cross. We were forced to stand there looking at this mockery while the

SS men jeered at us hopi ngurt og oadr oaunsde yfoeuarr ,r utloe rs;u btjhuagtadt se
and the camp commander. There is no other god! o

To some extent, Catholic priests and Jews were lumped together. The following incidents explain the
connection in Nazi mi nddanedbécausethewouldnotastepfon &rasavyectudfik. i wa

42 Antonio Ricciardi, St. Maximilian Kolbe, Apostle of Our Difficult A¢Roston: Daughters of St. Paul, 1982), 248
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Father Piotr Dankowski, from Zakopane, was tortured and killed on Good Fridaappavho sneered,
nJesus Christ was killed today and you also will p

In May 1941 we were working intern-down house when one of the prisoners found a crucifix. SS Storch got ahold of it
and he called Father Nieweglewski.

AWwWhat is this?0 he asks the priest. Father remains sil
ThenStoc h j eers: AWhy you fool, thatdés the Jew who, thank
you into this camp. Donét you understand? Hedbs one of t

How can you believeinsuh an enemy?0

Father Nieweglewski is silent.

Then Storch says, fdAYou I6@amWwe throws theycrucifié onlthe sé@nthinpll le ¢ enti sy al
transferred to a better job.o

When the priest refused, the SS man and the capo threw loiapke of times on the crucifix; then they beat him so
badly that, shortly after, he died.

When, for some untown reasonprobably because of German provocatamantiJewish disturbance broke
outi n Ggowno near G-d¥ in January 1940, the |l ocal pr
violence?®?

The Germans played a large part in encouraging and exploiting friction between the conquered peoples.
Theodor Oberl 2nderat agipstihcagwadc &Ntaed & fAdi vide ani
pitting the countryds n aForiesamgad,r Ngveroberdg39, thg @armmasst o n e
conscripted some Jews to help destr oycitthye oKfo S&-idufs.z
Germans then set fire to two synagogues and blamed the Poles for burning them down in retaliation for the
destruction of t h'%nthesBinyiofl%t, theGemans ordeesd the. Jews to demolish

the Catholic church in Saiki near Kutno. They took photographs and used the incident to foment anger

among the Poles againstthe J&w&.i mi | ar |y, Jews were employed®to dem
After Dbeing nAfi ngersendcé ofthaserrRao mili $ a, J dwsn Dudizh €S ki a
friends were picked up by the Gestapo *and sent to

Throughout occupied Europthe Germans instigated or organized -detiishviolence andiots.*® In the

spring of 1940, the Germa assembled gangs of unemployed young ruffians to attack Jews, and sometimes
Poles, in the streetd Warsaw These hoodlumsyho wereintoxicated, were paid by the Germamsgvhat, by

all descriptions, was aprchestrated and closely watchegent One &w described the scer® withessed

during theso-calledPassover pogrom. (Based on Jacob ApenszlakTleel Black Book of Polish Jewjiyew

York: Roy Publishers, 1943], pp.G8L.)

4 Entry for i Gl owno, 0 Encyclopedia of Jewish Communities in Poland Internet:

<http://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/pinkas_poland/poll_00081.httnknslated fronPinkas hakehillot Polingolume 1(Jerusalem:

Yad Vashem, 1976 81i 84.

* Shimon Huberbandiddush Hashem: Jewish Religious and Cultural Life in Poland During the Holog#aisbken, New Jersey:

Ktav Publishing House, and Yeshiva Universtgss, 1987823; JaninaHer® o | acy r at uj N¢WarsawNeritoy: Sgowni
2014), 87 n.191.

“5 Dean,Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, 9845 volumell, Part A, 101.

%zielt¢Eskie, religijne w Pol scia94pssn2ékupacj N hitlerowskN 1939
7 patricia TreeceA Man ForOthers: Maximilian Kolbe Saint of Auschwitz (In the Words of Those Who KnewMm)Y ork:

Harper & Row, 1982; reissued by Our Sunday Visitor, Huntington, Indiana), 128.

8 |n the early part of the wamany of Europeds maJewishriots antd pogrems wairiednoatdysteedocah n t i
population. Such occurrencesre instigated or orchestrated by the Germans in Prague, Paris, the Hague, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Oslo

and KaunasAfter the outbreak dhevi ol ence, the Germaosteassumedofheheolewdbshfpoj
Szarota, fAAnti Jewish Pogroms and | nc iTHeHolocaustiFifty YearsafteO80c upi ed |
Anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. Papers from the Conference OrghyittezlJewish Historical Institute of Warsaw,

March 29 31, 1993(Warsaw: Jewish Historical Institute of Warsaw, n.d.),iZB Tomasz Szarot&@)n the Threshold of the

Holocaust: AntiJewish Riots and Rpoms in Occupied Europe: War$&arisi The HagueAmserdani Antwerp Kaunag(Frankfurt

am Main: Peter Lang, 2015)
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The Passover pogrom continued about eight days. It began suddenlgpedsas suddenly. The pogrom was carried
out by a crowd of youths, about 1,000 of them, who arrived suddenly in the Warsaw streets. Such types have never
before been seen in the Warsaw streets. Clearly these were young ruffians specially broughbhendutimarbs. From

the characteristic scenes of the pogrom | mention here
andMarszg k ows ka Streets, about 30 or 40 broke into and |l oo
and filmed the scenes. &

The Polish youngsters acted alone, but there have been instances when such bands attacked the Jews with the
assistancef German military. The attitude of the Polish intellectuals toward the Jews was clearly a friendly one, and
against the pogrom. It is a known fact that at the corn
the youngsters participatiign t he pogrom, beat them and di sappeared. T
the Germans.

Archbishop Stanisgaw Gall, the administrator of th
greatly troubled by these events and urged thigyctejoin in condeming theseoutrages”® Similar appeals,

in all likelihood at the behest of the church hierarchy, were made in Warsaw churches later that year.
(Friedma, Thei r Br ot lpaass 6 Keeper s,

Emanuel Ringelblum notes in his diaries date¢ @Remb er 31, 1940, that priests in a
their parishioners to bury their prejudice against Jews and beware of the poisonlohtied preached by the common
enemy, the Germans.

Public interventions by the clergy on behalf ovdethough invariably futile and often suicidakre known to
occur from time to time. The following example is recalled by Zofia Kossakpuwuder of the wartime
Council for Aid to Jews. (Teresa PrekeroWap ns pi racyj na Rada Pomaitogb t ydom
[Warsaw PaEst wowy I nstytut Wydawniczy, 1982], p.200.

On Nowy Swiat Street a German officer grabbed an emaci a
the scruff of the neck like a pup, he raised the cover of a sewer withédridiattd and pushed the child in. The passers

by looked with horror. A priest who had witnessed this started to beg for mercy for the child. The officer glared at him in
wonder and stated of fi ci o haschandcalmly watkedaway He sl ammed down

In the summer of 1940, the Magm CentralWelfare CouncilRada G§ - wn & RGQ), a ledally Ec a
functioning welfare agencyfor Poles together withAd am Sapi eha, t he (GGacawh bi shop
appealed to Hans Frartke Governor of thé&eneralgouvernemerto suspendhemass resettlemeaof Jews

f r o m KMNoadaly did this not bring about the desired effect, but the three rabbis who had requested the

Main WelfareCouncil and Archbishop Sapieha to intervemamnely,Smelkes Kornitzerthe chief rabbi of

Kr a k Szabse Rappaport and Majer Friednegre arested and deportedl Auschwitawhere theyerished

The Jewish community did not approach Catholic Church leaders again to intervene on their behalf with the
German authoritiegs this was an unproductive pathr ¢ h b i s h o pourdgequsbet lulantasly

disastrous intervention is describedfigksander Biebersteim,Jewish communitieaderin his chronicle of

the warti me f at e*loMarchdneDedemives194d,fArchbishapkSapieha wrote two letters

to the German authorities protestithe treatment of Jewish conveltsNovember 1942, Archbishop Sapieha

sent a letter to Governor Hans Frank protesting the use by the GerrganegfPolishmenconscripted into
theBaudienstabour battalion o assi st i n t he gheitggftei pyiagtthenowith aicébholt he T a
and the mistreatment of JewArchbishop Sapieha also informed the Vatican twice of the German
extermination of Jews in PolanDespite the lack of success of these interventi@nshbishop Sapieha

continued his ré¢f work on behalf oflews clandestinelin his homilies angastoral letters he appealed to his

flock to help everyone, regardless of their religibintough the intermediary of Rev. Ferdynand Mackiay,

pastor of the Most Holy Redeemer parish and doatdroft he ar chdi oc e s, Ardhbishope sc ue

49 According to some reports, Archbishop Gall alaised this matter with the German authoritBseAn dr z e | tbi kowski,
Polacy i tydzi podilo%k4usp:a cStNu dninve ms emwaktNd mi9a3gey u B KBanins flai $Nagado:
Zbrodni przeciwko Narodowi Polskiemu, 2006), 554, 641.

0 Aleksander Biebersteiz, a g gada t yd-(WKrwa kkirva:k oMyideawni ct wig9,228.t er acki e, 1985)
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Sapiehdurnished false baptismal certificates Jews Among the recipients were eleven members of the
Kleinmann family who were sheltereih the suburb oP r Nd n i k . Grzhbishepdapiehpemitted

priests tabaptize Jews secretly and forge baptismal festies and refused to hand over the relevant church
records to the GermariBhe latter activity was widespreagince 220 such petitions involving 351 Jews were
approved between 1939 and 294 he f ol |l owi ng pri est submitted t
Kulczycki of SRevMi&ghael 6NIi pmc z g @&s ki h;the Jesuitpiess t or
Fr. Jan Bieda, who served i n Kr akeclwTrubak;dRevNJuliary Tar
Grzegorz oantireewsdowa Wi eS district of Krak-w; th
Swistek; Rev. Szczepan Samerek of St. Marybs pari s
Skarbek of St ReStepghaendMasmygr iofh ;St ed FrantiscapiiestFrp ar i s h;
Brunon Jagga of Bronowice Wielkie; Rev;,Relkdaanci sze
Szymeczko; Rev. Wgadys §atwh eM- Ca pouf c hA rnN dpnnidhke; R&/z e rw.o nk
Wgadysgaw Mi S of All Saints parish; Rev. Wjadysgaw
Joachim Bar ; Rev. Stanisgaw Proszak of Biagy KoSci
Nestorowski ; Revi faMakgawwPGdant arEg &k ; t he Reforn
Eugeniusz Bury; Rev. Stanisgaw Mi Wawr ot ENzgpedomsc
42 other priestsEven after the Germans banned this practice on October 1942, tiamdzesptisms

continued. Rev. Feliks Zachuta was arrested for this reason towards the end of 1943 and was executed in the
Pgasz-w concent r atBame of thesapngsts, aswellldsaRegv. Bdtuhd Nowak, the chaplain

of St. Lazarus Hospital inKa k - w,EuRewn. usz s$smietana, dhe prefeRteofv .  WQ a-
schoolsalso provided other documents, found shelters for Jews, and assisted them in oth&herayaost

of St. Jobephbtedphiani s hwasiRoordogatethtatbe gldettogstpastorRev.. J - zef
Ni emc zwi@stkit he suppor tproedted théappallng lssihgocpnditions ofuhe Jéts.

h

D O

Early in the war, Archbishop Sapieha, who headed
demarture, asked Pope Pius XII for a forceful statement in support of Poland against the Nazis. However, the
futility of making a public statement in Poland along those lines soon became all too apparent. When, in 1942,

the Pope had such a letter smuggled Poland to be read from the pulpits, Archbishop Sapieha burned it,
fearing it would have no | asting positive impact a
Monsignor Quirino Paganuzzi reported the following about his mission (Ryétitgkeous Gentilep,153):

As al ways, Msgr. Sapiehads welcome was most affectionat
He opened the packets [from Pius XllI, with statements condemning Nazi German], read them, and commemted on the
in his pleasant voice. Then he opened the door or the large stove against the wall, started a fire, and threw the papers on

to it. All the rest of the material shared the same fat
gratefut o t he Holy Father é no one is more grateful than we
of any outward show of the Popeds |l oving concern for ol

doesndt knopw btlhiacti tiyf tlo gtihveese t hi ngs, and i f they are f«¢
enough for the reprisals Gauleiter Frank will order.

In July1940, the Germans expelled the Jews from the town of Konin, in western Poland, an area fadorpora

into the Reich, to the surrounding villag&he following yearthey were deported to the General Government.

A wartime reportauthored by a Jewlescribes their expulsi@nd their reception by Polish villagers, among

them a priestas follows(Magdalena Siek, ed Archiwum Ringelbluma: Konspiracyjne Archiwum Getta
Warszawskiegaolume9: Tereny wcielone do Rzeszy: KrajWdiya r s aw: tydowski I nstyt
im. Emanuela Ringelbluma, 2012], p.78):

51 Tatiana Berenstein and Adam Rutkowgi§sstance to the Jews in Poland 193945(Warsaw: Polonia Publishing House, 1963),

40 ; Bart oszews Kén jesta diczyzny moj@i®-edy,824; Tomasz Pawlikowskihkd am St ef an Kardynag
(Lublin; Test and Towarzystwo ingt ani ze §kawani er z a, 2004) , 8PkB8pacpnpndyz&f akhwalwb
19391945( Kr ak - w: Wydawni ctwo LiteracAn ey bi2s0kiulp , Adlabn? ; S tJeafraons gSaaw i S
Kwartal ni k Hho. 4 2l4):77485t y d - w,
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Fromthere,aftemar chi ng all night, they were all taken to three
admit that the attitude of the Polish inhabitants @sthvilagestowardusvas mor e t han sincere é t
expellees with bread and potatoes, and refused to take payment. The priest from Grodziec, who told [his paishioners] to

bring bread and milk to the expellees and later called out fromthe poftie | p our Jewi sh brother s,
concentration camp in Dachau.

Another wartime account states (Ibid.85):

The attitude of the peasarjtsi n  Z atgwand thevgxpelled Jews was on the whole fargurable They allowed

them use of empty oms and barns, and they provided unused tables and commodes. The expelles began to come to
terms with their fate. The charges for theellingsand food productsererelat i vely | ow. ¢é The expel
than half a year in this village entirely pesfally. One day, [German] gendarra@its appeared in the village.

Francesca Br amprovinegiee follwingtektimengegareding the activitiast Rev. Franciszek
Jaworski, he pastor of Grodziem the Konin Memorial Book, published in Ista® 1968 and reproduced in
Theo RichmondKonin: A Ques{London: Jonathan Cape, 1995), at page 163

One ought to emphasize the help we received from the priest of Grodziec, who occupied himself with handing out coffee
and tea to us, and distributing kato the children. Until late into the night there were warm kettles in the square. Bread

was also given out. Besides that, the priest went around appealing to the peasants to give accommodation to the
deportees, and hel p t o ughtan ogportmmiyteasrest himéandThis bapp@med afterhes s o
helped the Jews in Grodziec. Soon afterwards came news of his death.

Rev. Jaworskiwas arrested by the Germans on August 26, 1940 and deported to SachseAfiansards he
wastransferred t®achau. Fortunately, he managed to survive the’ar.

On fiBl oody Wednesday, 6 July 31, 1940, t he Ger mans
Olkusz, in retaliation for the shooting of a German police officer earlier that month. (TwedaesyviRere

executed immediately after that incident.) Hundreds of men between the ages of 15 and 55, both Poles and
Jews, were forced to assemble in public places and
pastor of theChurch of St. Andrevthe Apostle, tried to intervene, he was beaten savagely, and died ten days

later. Jacob Schwarzfitter, a Jew from Olkusz, recalled those events which he had lived through, in an
interview given in 1946. (Voices of the Holocaust, A Documentary Projedifmidlinstitute of Technology,
Internet:<http://voices.iit.edu/portal2.html)

| had come to mflittle) town Olkusz. Thé&t my place of birth. There | remained until the evacudtiepopulatiof of

the town. Before speaking about the depopulatiohall arrate, report one incident. On the 31st of July 1940, there

took place a punitive expedition against my town. On an early morning at four o'clock, at daybreak, on a Wednesday,
the whole town was aroused from sleep and put on its feet. And all thentvdistinction, Jews, from sixteen to fifty

years of age, were taken out to various squares. They were taken out by the Gestapo. A few thousandeGestapo m
arrived, in a town which had a population of only about fifteen thousand, and they startedeperiitedition.

The punitive expedition took place because &ikdyneters from the city were murdered by bandits two gendarmes.
But they felt it useful to make of it a political incident. And it was ordered to make responsible for it the peaceful
(civilian) population. We were led out at daybreak, with our hands up, they jabbed us with bayonets and we were
compelled to run. When we arrived at the square, we had to pass a cordon. On both sides stood SS(meta)with
rods, belts, rubber truncheonsubls, and they beat us. Every one had to go through. People went through the cordon,
and emerged covered with bload.

Women were not taken, that time, only men. Then afterwards each had to show his fingerprint. After giving his
fingerprint(it is possitte that they had to surrender their identification cards which bore a single fingerpaah one
was tripped from the front over a legéthrown down to the ground. We were made to lie on the stomach, the face
deeply pressed to the earth, with the haothe back. So we remained lying until twelddazrk. And the SS men were
passing back and fro, and when it pleased him he tramdecgersoh | personally was hit several times with the

S2\wiktor Jacewiczand an M@ St yr ol ogi um pol ski ego duchowi e@Estwa rzymskoka
1939 1945 5 volumes (Warsaw: Akademia Teologii Katolickiej, 197981), here in volume @978) 460.

36



boot on the head. At tweleedlock they camé

Twelveo @dock noon, after lying for eight hours we were ordered to get up. Everyone was pale and lelatk. W
looked like dead men. So there spoke to@sstapo man, while another explairi@derpreted in the Polish language.
That we are being treated most hurely, because they are still able to prove who is against God and against humanity.
| and those others present, could of course, not understand that people could be treated still, worse, but that we have
learned in the future.

Afterwards he explained tss the reason for the event. It was because two gendarmes were murdered. Among those
present was a Polistpristerd th€ word was not clear, and caused a question

No O6Prister’ is a priest, a clergyman.

Yes. He explained among other things, thaséhhere present are not criminals, that they are simply peaceful citizens.
For that he was murderously beatén

Throughout Germanccupied Poland the Jews were being confined in ghettos, located in cities and towns,
which were walled or fenced off frorhd remainder of the populatidin villages, the Jews were generally not
enclosed.Yhe creation of the largest ghetto, in Warsaw, was described by British historian Martin Gilbert in
The Holocaust: A Jewish Trage(iglasgow: William Collins, 1986), at pas 12728:

Of the 400,000 Jews of Warsaw, more than 250,000 lived in the predominantly Jewish district. The remaining 150,000
lived throughout the city, some Jews in almost every street and suburb. On 3 October 1940, at the start of the Jewish
New Yearthe German Governor of Warsaw, Ludwig Fischer, announced that all Jews living outside the predominasntly

Jewish district would have to | eave their homes and to
War saw was to be divided i ntnoe tfhorre e od ceusa r taenrds o:n eo feo rf c
hundred thousand Pol es, living in the area designated
guarter6. They too would | ose their housfd®nemantbfthtehei r | |

war, a day of fasting and of prayer, German loudspeakers announced that the move of Poles and Jews into their special
guarters must be completed by the end of the month.

A traditional Jewish upbringing could give rise to insurmourmgislychological obstacles on the part of Jews

who sought refuge in Catholic institutions, as was
was welcomed into a local monastery. (Isaac Neuman with Michael PaRwitiaThe Narrow Bridge:

Beyond the HolocaudUrbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2000], pi686)

On my way home that cold December morning [of 1940] ¢é |
| realized where | was, the yellow staron my jackeebeg t o feel very large. €& Then | s
before: a small monastery, its courtyard slightly ajar. | had never been inside either a church or a monastery; as a
yeshiva student, I did not ent a@anritualb Yettloehabgen gate bdeckdrnedd n 6t  k n
AJust for a minute, o | said to myself, Aunt il I thaw o
I slipped through the gate, crossed the courtyard, and
triptych of scenes that, | concluded, depicted the life of Jesus. The woman with the infant at her breast must be Mary, |
thought. | also noticed a picture of the Crucifixion. After wondering how Reb Mendel would describe these
representations, | sat dm in a forward pew and took off my jacket so that the yellow star was hidden. Long before, |
had cut off my earlocks, hoping thereby to look more like a Pole or at least to draw less attention to myself. | must have
sat there, alone and in silence, foetmmt y mi nutes. ¢é Gradually my | imbs thawe
| was about to stand up when | felt a hand descend on my left shoulder. | had heard nothing, no footsteps, no
breathing, nothing. He was just there. He kept his hand on my shoulder as | turned to looklathismw t hat | shou
move, get up, or try to flee. AANnd now the Gestapo, o |
face was kind. AMy son, 0 he asked softly, ffare you hun
behind his billowing, thick, dark robe, out of the chapel and down a long, bare corridor.
The silence seemed to intensify as we went further into the monastery. We crossed a small courtyard and came to a low
pig shed. He led me inside and asked metiangl wait for him. | sat and looked at the pigs in the shed with me. They
appeared content and well fed. They were obviously indifferent to the German soldiers occupying Zdunska Wola. For a

moment, just for a moment, I wanted to be one of those
The monk returned with a bowl of potato soup. Al am br
in peace. 0 He watched as | squatted on the floor and at

vastness of his robe heok out a piece of bread and gave it to me. | wiped the bowl with that bread until the entire
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surface shone. Watching my eyes and moving slowly, Brother John reached for my jacket, which still wat imside
the floor beside me. His finger traced thdlime of the yellow star. It was barely visible to the eye, although its six
points were unmistakable to the touch. &

il see you are a Jew, 0 Brother John said.

| nodded, not trusting my voice. At any moment | expected either to be tied up and dhverdedhe Gestapo or
booted down the corridor through the chapel and out the courtyard gate. At least, | thought to myself, | had eaten a
meal.

Then, only half intending to say what | sadasphelp bl urt e
around the monastery. | could sweep and clean and 1| i gh:
AfOh?0 said Brother John, fAand why does a young boy 1|

I told him about my duties at the stiebddpat lighting the stove every morning at five, and about Reb Mendel and my
months of study with him. After recounting how Reb Mendel had died, | fell silent again, thinking that | had said too
much. The silence between us grew.

Finally Brother Johnsaid AWe could use a boy | i ke you, but you must
for us you must not leave the monastery. Second, you must tell no one else here that you are a Jew. And, of course, you
must not mind sleeping out here with the pigs.

I told him that | would agree to those conditions after | had spoken with my mother and father, for | did not want them
to worry about my sudden disappearance. Brother John asked me not to tell my parents where | would be or even that |
would be workig in a monastery, any monastery. | agreed to that, too, and with some relief, for | was sure that my
father would have been upset to know that | was working in a Christian house of worship.

That very afternoon, after assuring my parents | would be kedene back to the monastery. Before entering through
the same halbpen gate, | carefully looked around to make sure no one had seen me. In a small satchel | had packed a
toothbrush and one change of clothing as well as my phylacteries and a prayeAbdalgerous a it was to bring the
very things that would betray my origins, | did not consider leaving them behind. Brother John was waiting for me in the
chapel. Together we walked down the same long corridor as that morning. The silence nowifgtanditsafe.

In the pig shed, | noticed that Brother John had brought in some new straw and heaped it in a corner, along with two
thick blankets. After bringing me another bowl of soup, this time with some kind of meat in it, and a piece of bread and
cheese, he said goodnight and left me alone. Despite the cold, the blankets were sufficient protection, because | slept
buried in the straw rather than on top of it. In the morning | hid my satchel under the straw and began my duties. |
scrubbed floor, cleaed the kitchen, and lit the stoves every morning at five. | fed the pigs and cleaned the shed once a
day. Every morning also, as soon as it was light enough for me to see my hand and | knew that | was alone, | would say
my morning prayers.

None oftheot her ten or twelve monks spoke to me. I donét Kk
satisfied them, for none paid attention todmmne, that is, except Brother Peter. His dark and sad eyes, set close in a
thin face, narrowed when he saw medaoon | began to fear that he would report me to the Gestapo. But aside from
staring at me at odd moments during the day, Brother Peter said and did nothing, and within three days | felt relatively
secure in the monastery. Although | missed my familgsiglad to live without daily fear and grateful to have enough
to eat. Every day the soup had meat in it, and some of it tasted unfamiliar, | decided not to worry about that. | felt
increasingly at ease until | remembered that in two evenings it woutthbekkah.

The burden of that thought coincided with a request that the monks made, and the confluence of the two disturbed me.
One morning, Brother John asked me to take the place of a regular altar boy who was ill. Of course, | could not refuse,
and Itrembled as | put on the clothes of the absent altar boy, wondering what | would be asked to do. Immediately |
regretted not having paid more attention to the boys. Although they were my size, they were somewhat younger, and |
had not spoken to them siregtering the monastery. | had not even watched them as they went about their duties. They
regarded me, | hoped, as some sort of peasant boy brought in to do the heavy work of the monastery. At any rate, they
paid me as little attention as | paid them.

Now | also began to regret having entered the monastery in the first place. Here | was, a yeshiva student, about to
participate in church worship. | felt doubly hypocritical, first because | was pretending to be a Christian in the company
of people who wereelievers and second because | was a Jew. | wondered what the law said about my actions. | racked
my brain but had difficulty finding something that discussed my situation. So | did as | was asked. Yet when | carried a
portrait of the Madonna, | hoped Rétendel was not watching. | also sought to ease my conscience by talking to the
figure in the painting, AYoubre a Jewish mother. You u

My silent comments to an image on canvas somehow eased my mind, but | soon experienced etttierofnom
unanticipated theological delicacy. As | stood at the altar with the other boys and heard the mass being conducted, |
tried to counteract that influence by whispering Hebrew prayers under my breath. By far my greatest fear was that |
would be asketb carry the crucifix. That action, | was convinced, could not be balanced by Hebrew prayers on my part.
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Fortunately, | did not have to face the prospect of such apostasy, for after three days the ill boy returned to the
monastery and | returned to scruhbd floors, lighting stoves, and feeding pigs.

At the same time | was carrying the Madonna, | was wondering how | could celebrate Hanukkah in the monastery.
Hanukkah had wonder ful memories for me. é Alytitwasugh Han:
celebrated with joy. &

Again, | began to miss my family and resolved to take advantage of my special circumstances. Carefully, | began
gathering wax from the drippings of the votive candles. After | had enough, | made one candle, usinigkona of
the fringes from my tallikattan (prayer shawl), which | had worn under my shirt since entering the monastery. Jewish
custom requires that the tzitzis (fringes) have eight ends, but seven are also acceptable, so | felt it was kosher to use on
as a candlewick. | also was concerned about taking wax meant for the Virgin Mary and St. Teresa and transforming it
into a Hanukkah candle. Here | found justification in a talmudic law that states that when something is thrown away it is
no longer ownethy anyone, so the drippings from the votive candles were no longer the property of the monastery, the
Virgin, or another saint. The wax, that is, no longer belonged to anyone, and thus making a Hanukkah candle from it
was permissible.

Once | had made #candle, | wondered where | could celebrate the ritual of Hanukkah. A light, even from a candle,
would surely be noticed, and my singing might be heard. | began to look around the monastery. Every place | considered
seemed to be too public. Then | disgedethat one of the smaller buildings used as a dormitory for the monks had a
trap door |l eading to a small attic. €é Entering the atti
an open space next to the chimney, a crawl spacemmgeo ugh f or me to stand. €& Light.i
domain. For the first time since beginning to live in the monastery | felt at home. No one would bother me here. Taking
my candle from my pocket, | lit a match to its bottom. As soon as the waxr,nglaced the candle on the ledge,
pressing it into the brick. The light from my Hanukkah candle cast a gentle glow.

Al most delirious with joy, | began to chant the Maoz T
The monastery vastied. My struggles with the Madonna and the crucifix faded.

So concentrated was | on the traditional Hanukkah song that | heard neither the creak of the trap door nor the
shuffling of feet. But suddenly | saw my shadow cast on the chimney in frorgraf tnened to see the intense, narrow

stare of Brother Peter. I knew he had heard me singing
although | dondt know why | wasndét. Per hapsdarkeyds,ard becon
perhaps | sensed a bond between us. We stood and looked at each other for a long, long minute.

Just as | was about to blurt out some i mprobable expl a
Maoz Tzur . did Bmotbder Reter kmew the Hebrew words and the melody. We sang about wanting to
reestablish the Temple and to rededicate the altar. é |

just a moment, they seemed to merge into one.

| did notask Brother Peter why he knew the melody, and he did not volunteer a reason. The next morning, | did not tell
Brother John about Brother Peter and the singing, but | knew | had to leave the monastery. | told Brother John that my
family needed me at homadithat | felt | had to return. He thanked me for my work and told me that | could return
whenever | liked. | thanked him and said that my father would call him one of the righteous men. Brother John blushed
and said nothing.

| left the monastery thataming through the same hadipen courtyard gate through which | had entered. As | left, |
was very much aware that | had received one of the rarest gifts of life in the ghetto: kindness from a gentile stranger. In
December 1940 any acts of kindness towkds would be punished in some way; by 1941 the punishment would be
much more severe and specific. By then, anyone in Poland caught aiding a Jew outside the ghetto, either by offering
food or lodging or transportation, would be subject to the death penalt é

I was home for the final night of Hanukkah. As we sang the melodies, | thought of Brother John and Brother Peter and
of my weeks of peace under the shadow of war and occupation. The festival now seemed deeper somehow, denser, and
richer. | did notimagine that it would be the last Hanukkah | would celebrate with my family.

Many parish priesh many parishes in the General Governnsguntaneoudlprovided assistance to Jews.
Rev. St ani sthepastoranitre Sillage @sKknpinos outsidéarsaw came to the ssistance of
Jews brought tthelabour camp ifNarty, which was in operation 1940941 ,urging his parishioners to help

the unfortunateRabbi Simon Huberband, who was an inmate of the camp in April and May 1941, wrote in
Kiddush Haskm: Jewish Religious and Cultural Life in Poland During the Holodgimboken, New Jersey:
KTAV Publishing HouseNew York: Yeshiva University Press, 1987), at pages 95 and 101:

We received through some Christians the encouraging news that the pKastjpifios had been giving fiery sermons
about us in church every Sunday. He forcefully called upon the Christian population to assist us in all possible ways.
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And he also attacked the guards and the Christian camp administrators, referring to them assésitlda harshly
condemned the guards who beat and murdered the unfortunate Jenvites so mercilessly.

As a result, the peasants began to bring various food items to the labor sites. Any inmate who could manage to steal
himself over to a peasant iat work received all sorts of delicious foods from him, and akderen Jews owed their
survi val to the humane acts of the priest. é

We marched through the village. We were given a warm farewell by the entire Christian population. Dr. Kon told us
that when we passed the home of the Christian priest, he would greet us, and that we, in turn, should tip our hats. And
that is what occurred. The honorable priest came out of his house with a bouquet of white roses in his hand. He did not
say a word, beause there were Germans in his home. As we passed by his house we tipped our hats. He answered by
nodding his head.

We owed him, the priest of Kampinos, a great deal. Many of us owed our lives to the warm and fiery sermons of this
saintly person. His tlnown name will remain forever in our memory.

Such open displays of solidarlty Poleswere not isolated even in mi41, when the Germans were on the

verge of implementing a mandatory death sentémceelping Jews sincBolescontinued to defyepeatd
warningnot t o assist Jews in any way. In July 1941, tI
north of Warsaw, where Jews were collected from neighbouring towns before being shipped to the Warsaw
ghetto. Approximately 4,000 Jews livedartremely harsh and cramped conditions, with no access to either
drinking water or food. The situation was further
mostly local ethnic Germans and Jewish order policemen. In a report prepareddwisiieunderground in

August 1941, Jewish witnesses to those events attested to the widespread and spontaneous assistance of
Christian Poles who were moved by the plight of the J¢lawa Wiatr, Barbara Engelkingnd Alina

Skibi@ka eds.,Archiwum Ringdlluma: Konspiracyjne Archiwum Getta Warszawskjegolume 13:

Ostatnim etapem przesiedlenia je$nierl : Pomiechwek, Chgnno nad Nerem, TreblinkfWarsaw:

t ydowski Instytut Historyczny imEmanuela Ringelbluma, 201,3p.61 62.)

The local population shayd great concern for the Jews locked up in the camp. Both Jews, as well as Poles. Already the
day after the arrivalof the Jews]at the camp people were throwing loaves of bread over the fence, states Abram
Blaszka. Szajndla Gutkowicz describes how tHisfPpopulation gathered near the fence bringing bread and cherries,

but the authorities did not allow the Jews to approach them. Those [Jews] who were sent to gietusidier the
camp]were given gifts of bread, milk and whatever else the farmers gmeldFarmers who were ordered to transport

Jews to Ludwisin gave them all theehd that they had with them.

Suchdisplays of slidarity and assistance would have been unthinkable in Germany or Aatdhé@timenot
because it was against the law {g¥hit was not), but because it would have run contrary to societal norms
(public opinion)in those countries

Michael Kossower, an eyewitness and chronicler of the Jewish community of Radzymin near Warsaw, wrote

about the assistance provided by Rev. Mgkmi | i an KoSci akiewicz, the |l ocal
when a typhus epidemic struck trheeorigltoektQuarchoniel,Apr i |
ed,Le livre du souvenir de (Jerasaleroamim@vivalin ®y ¢ luo yv®d ide d«

Diaspora, 1975), at pagesi4®:

Apart from the president [of the regional court] Gasins
support to this safety operatifine., smuggling into the ghetto Dr. Henryk Javski, a Jewish specialist from Warsaw]
It is also necessary to recall the boundless devotion of the pastor of Radzymin parish, Rev. Kaszczalkiewicz [sic,

KoSciakiewicz], who distributed hot meal sthreatsframghgi sh c hi
Germans, he had to stop providing the service of his kitchen, but nevertheless continued to distribute dry food and also
gave sums of money to the Jewishlsedf | p commi tt ee. €

In the fight against the typhus epidemic, the Jewish do&bmaham Deutscher of Skerniewice [Skierniewice]
distinguished himself. He also managed to prepare medication from materials that he came by illegally from a pharmacy
|l ocated in the fAAryand quarter. € He mwWladystal Zaslawski ded by
[ Wjadysgaw Zasgawski], and Doctors Tucharzewski, Szymki
who entered the ghetto secretly at night bringing medicine and administering care to the most needy of its residents.
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In the early months of 194Bta Chajt Wrobelho was part of the nascent underground moveméhtirk ,» w
undertook anissiont o G- d ¥, where she had lived previously a
some guns from German officers. On the waglkbshe hadn encounter with an unknown Polish fua

chance meeting that saved her.|{eta Wrobel with Jeanette Friedmady Life My Way: The Extraordinary

Memoir of a Jewish Partisan in WWII Polajidew Milford, New Jersey: The Wordsmithy; New Y orkiV\O

Institute for Jewish Research, 2006p.53 54.)

In the meantime | decided that it would be prudenttogobdokiz [ G- d F] a n dhnegwasstilthidiey guns t
for me. And this time | didno6ét wear any yellow stars; |
had given meé

Atlanekds house, | knocked, esawmme,he pullea meintoehis apdrtmerit. etoldchimmo r . W
|l 8d come for the guns. He have me two guns wrapped in
wouldlebest for me to make several tripastimo pick up the r

Onmy way backto LukowBlu k - w] , as we pulled into one mgthattainon, | n
was terrified. | had no papers and if they searched my bag, | would have been shot on the spot. Though I tried to keep
my demeanor cool and calm, something must hagess in my face. A nun sitting across the aisle noticed me and
looked into my eyes. | still remember how beautiful her young face was underneath the cowl of her habit. Suddenly, she
got up and ordered me to take her suitcase. | obeyed without saying.a8Skerdushed her way past the Germans as |
followed behind her like a maidservant. The Gestapo agents had no time to react to her leaving the train so quickly and
never asked her or me for our pap@msfter all, she was obviously not Jewish, and | was visgaai crucifix.

I wal ked with her for at | east two blocks before she s
she asked. Al can see death i n vy oblessedeng asentone 8hmyway.l so s a
Shek new exactly what | was up to, and must have guessed
she was, saved my life.

The second trip | took for guns was uneventful; the third trip was something else again.

V
[
C

Later, when the ghettmi Gu k - w wa s hirel948 gta Wiokeluectinadt ae affer of assistance
extended to her balbina Synalewicza Polish acquatance(lbid., 75)

A few days later, one of the women who sometimes let me stay at her house brought me a lwate detifa. Polish
girl who had died. She asked me to leave and live with her as a Christian, and that her priest would help me. Again, |
hadtosaynél di dnét want to | eave my Tateh [i.e., dad] and

Theassistance provided to a number of JewthySistersServants of thémmaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary (of Pleszeywhoworked as nurses at the Holy Trinity Hosp{@tpi a | STwi-)j tceyj
located near the ghetton P i ot r k -, defaribedbghares kKotkowskya survivor from that town,

in his book,Remnants: Memoirs of a SurviviMontreal: Concordia University Chair in Canadian Jewish
Studies, 2000

Five women escaped from the synagogue and succeeded to climb the fence into the nearby hospital Swietej Trojcy

[ Szpital s We nunsofthaffhospijalcsgejng the distraught five women, had pity on them and let them in.
According to the Germafilaws 6, t hey were not allowed to harbor or ai

them.They provided them with food, clothing and shelter for a few days. When the escapees recovered sufficiently from

their harrowing experience, one nun from eastéoland, Franciszka Narloch, helped them in their further escape. At

night she led them past the Ukrainian guards to a safer place.
When the Germans kept their Jewish prisoners a whole day waiting for their execution, the nuns clandestinely provided

them with food and water. Franciszka Narloch, with other nuns, also helped a Mr. Kimmelmann [Leon Kimmelman] get

out of the ghetto when his stay became too dangefbiey. placed his two children, who were outside the ghetto, in a

more secure hiding place.

Sister Franciszka Narloch described her role in the rescueiaffonilar terms: Dr. LeonKimmelman, a
member of the Bund, had to leave the ghetto P i ot r k - whefl theyGenmana stagtédito arrest

BwWgadysgaw BartoszewskiTemd eZsotf iza olLjecwz ynz. rwyn amo jEE8j§ Firsfeditbra cy z p o
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underground activists e summer 0£941. He and his wifenade their wayo WarsawHowever, heywere
rounded upluring the Great Deportation tflowing summerand perished in Treblink4 In the diabolical
conditions that the Germangeatedn occupied Polath one escape from their clutchessvadten not enough
to ensure survival.

MartaBikWander and her mot her Fatherdudwikan AugustBibinn Prokscimay e d = wi
a subur b beeff okrea kmow,i T The Augustinian momastesy.in Prokocim was raiogthe

Gestapoon September 20, 194Beven priests andne brothemwere arrested, thus putting a stop to the
monastery@dstactiwnwieresgating them in thelergypoenori ous
were deported to Auschwitz and Dach&ive of themperishedas prisoners of German campsthers

Wil hel m Gaczek, J- zef @dEdmundWilucKirandyBsothér WojciethlLipka.e ws ki ,
Fathers) acek Tyl UanowasdRoni 0 aa gveralifingtgrned to Prokocim.

Edith Lowy (bornin 1928) her parents, and her younger brother, Edfygees from Czechoslovakfad in

the cellar of awarehousen Pr ok oci mnl9fLaheadn aly 6w f or mer Pol i sh ne
unidentifiedpriestsfrom Prokocim likely Augustiniansyere aware of their hideout and provided them with
food. The priestoffered to providehe familywithf al se birt h and baptirentmal cer

decided to take the family to a labour camp in Prokocim, thinking it would be easier to survive there than in
hiding. They did not consider returning to their hometown near Ostrava, in Czechoslovakia, where they had
left their house in the care ofighbours (Oral History Interview with Edith Lowy, United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, Washington, D.C., September 13, 2010.)

The cellar, all that was in the cellar were crates, huge crates like from some machines. And the entrance to this was from

the front of the building. No windows. No windows thadtown t o t he cel | ar. So, we di dr
outside, we didndét know anything. The only people that
nei ghbor angatgottdted you that my parents were so desperate timgabrother] Erikand me out when

there was so much fear that weodl | be deported, or what e
20s to bringErik and me to their houg® hide. It was before we were hiding in the other plagebke came, and we

were sittingonthe trairrikand | al ready, with this Polishkwtauwmy when |
parents. So | ran out of the train, of courkeik i behird me, and the guy behind me, and my parents were very, very
distraughtthathereagai n we are here in danger, that we didndét go
are hiding there were the Polish family, and two priests from a nearbglth&nd once in awhile they used to bring

something and hide in the shrubs, soups, coffee, you know, in the shrubs. So, my father or uncle took it out from under
the shrubs at night. € The priests wer/Andwedecdedmaybe |, and
that would be another possibility to save ourself.

Krak:-w: Znak, 1966) , 166.

54 Mira Ryczke KimmelmanEchoes from the Holocaust: A Mem(noxville, Tennessee: University of Tennessee Press, 1997),
145.

%5 Testimonyof Marta Bik-Wander, Archive of theJewish Historical Institute (Warsaw), record group 301, number.1333
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Germany Attacks the Soviet Union, June 1941

The eastern half of Poland had been invaded and seized by the Soviet UnidrSeptember 193%s a
consequence of the Ribbentrplotov Pacbetween Hitler and Staliti Germany turned on its erstwhile ally

and attacked the Soviet Union in June 1941. Jews fleeing from the advancing German armies found succour
and refuge with a Catholic priest in the small towfPad r 0 z Ponwozows nea Wo § k Maveytlak a

score of Jews were sheltered by Rev. Jan whheabNszc
claimed were Polishworkers,nabl i ng them topAcedbtunn ob Babmgst Bar a
Grynberg and Maa Kotowska, comp. and eds.,y ci e i zagQgada 11945dRelaciepo | s ki

Swi a dwarsaw Oficyna Naukowa, 2003], p.386.)

The Germans entered Parasowo [Porozowo] only in the evening [of June 24, 1941]. Immediately they ordered all the

men from théown to assemble in the main square. There they separated the Jews from the Catholics. The Jews were

lined up in rows and counted, and every tenth one was told to leave the ranks and line up on one side. About twenty men
were assembled in this way. The @ans immediately put them against a wall and shot them. My friend and | were in

the square standing among the Jews, we were counted but were fortunate not to have been among the ten and thanks to
that we remained alive. Then all of the men, both Jews andews, were locked up in the church. It was very tight

there, and there was simply no air to breathe. We were kept in the church the entire day, and then released. The

i nhabitants of the town returned t oystakhns otmerldcaitteg about We and
24 persons all together, went to search out local Jews, but they did not allow us into their homes for fear of the
Germans. We therefore went to the priest of Parao@mbowski{ J a n  C h r, vahb thok asénzafd receitels

very cordially. There were already about 25 Poles, who worked in the airfields, in his home. A group of Germans came

to Grabowski and wanted to take us away, but the priest rescued us. He told them that we were workers who worked in

the airfields andhe Germans left us alone. Rev. Grabowski kept us at his house for all of seven days. He gave us food
and drink free of charge. He constantly excused himself
from the Wehrmacht [military authoi t i es] a certi ficate allowing us to ret.!
to Biagystok as a group ofluy24 persons on the first or

With the rapid flight of the Soviets, the ensuing breakdown in law and order in the lattdrjuegrt @and the

early part of July 1941 was seized on by criminal elements to roboamel otherto settle scores with those

believed to have supported the former Soviet occupiers. Jewish accounts record that priests agaikstout
andintervened to cur abusesf the rabblalirected &Jewsinseer al | ocal i ti es to the e
the most outspoken priests wi&e v . Cyprian Gozowski of Jasion- wka,
Rev. Feliks Bryxof KnyszyrRev. Fr anci s z eXa rGh pReBs.k i Hiod o IRiutt>kGhr uSci

6 Thousands of ethnic Poles were killed by their-Rarlish neighbours in Eastern Poland in the latter part of September and the first

part of October 1939, often witlhe encouragement of the Soviet invad@ise legendary Polish courier Jan Karski, who was

honoured by Israel for his efforts to inform an unresponsive West about the realities of the Holocaust, paints a sterkramnd al

picture of what he witnessed wrdhe Soviet occupation in a report filed in February 1940, before the Holocaust got undefwaye

Jews have taken over the majority of the political and administrative positions. But what is worse, they are denouncing Poles
especially students and padians (to the secret police), are directing the work of the (communist) militia from behind the scenes, are

unjustly denigrating conditions in Poland before the war. Unfortunately, one must say that these incidents are vearfdeaoeat,

commontham nci dents which demonstrate | oyal tfylrepod,mastwbvePsiorls,ean or sen
be found in Norman Davies and Antony Polonsky, elisys in Eastern Poland and the USSR, 148§ New Yor k: St . Mar
Press, 1991p60' 71. The conduct of many Jews in Sovacupied Eastern Polaimd1939 1941inhibited Polish sympathy for the
Jewssubsequently=or more on this little known chapter of wartime history see Mark Raighbours on the Eve of the Holocaust:

Polish-Jewish Relations in Sovigbccupied Eastern Poland, 19341, Internet: <ttp://www.glaukopis.pl/images/artykuly
obcojezyczne/MarPautNeighboursEveOfTheHolocaust. pdf

’See the respective accounts i n PWwlejyiikgiWae siaocvz amct Kt nys Pt
NarodoweiKomi sja $cigania Zbrodni p),wleneil, 4iSwluné2,13538238,8330B17.ISeek i e mu , Z
also DeanEncyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, 193845 volumell, Part A,898, 900, 909. Rev. Bx was also a part of a local

Polish delegation that, in the fall of 1941, appealed successfully to the German authorities to suspend the orderdoszdate a

ghetto in Knyszyn.

%8 Tadeusz KrahelAr chi di ecezj a wil e@s ka diaibzkidgakiha §lyls twookj:n yl nSwiyattuot w el a: mi
Oddziag w Biaflgmstoku, 2014),
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When t he Ger mans started to shoot Jews after their
turned to Rev. Kazimierz Kugak, the |l ocal pastor.
and almost paid with hisown lifeasaréStRev. Al eksander Phiza of Grajewo
that appealed to the German military authoritieguly 1941to put a hault to the murders and robbeffes.
According to the Grajewo memor i al shao pobulatioR @atthe Pnz a
daily masses, not to cooperate with the Germans and thefBemitic provocations. When word of this

reached the Germans, he was sivotluly 15, 1943 Similar repors of clerical interventionsn behalf of

Jewscome from Powulsnear Kowel, in Volhyni®and Tguste iW Eastern Galici

In the interwar years, Alexander Bronowski, a lawyer, was engaged by Bishop Meoafrulman to
represent the diocese of Lublin in legal matters despite vociferous protests in the nationalist press. After the

warbrokeoot Bronowski settled in $S§wisdocz, to the east
continued to work as a lawyer. He describes his experiences there after the German entry in June 1941, and the
assistance he received from several Polespgnthem a prieétRev . Al bin Horba, the pé

Rev. Horbasheltered several prominent Jews. In May 1942was transferred tthe nearbyparish of

Mi n d z yPodtaskiowhere he continued to help Jews by providing them falebaptismal cdificates.

After the war he was arrested by the Soviet secret police and held in various prisons until Aptil 1948.
(Alexander BronowskiThey Were FeyWNew York: Peter Lang, 1991], pp.9.)

At court | appeared in show trials, political trials, crimingdses and the like. When the accused were Poles, the local
priest and the pharmacist (a Pole) frequently turned t

My wor k at Swislocz [$wisgocz] was satisfying. | had s
This situation prevailed until the outbreak of war between Germany and the Soviet Union on June 22, 1941. It took
everyone in Swisloday surprise. The evacuation of the court and other Soviet offices to the east was hurriedly
organized. The judge suggested that | leave Swislocz with the court. | declined, saying that my aim was to contact my
family who were in the ghetto in Lublin; thelge understood.

On the fourth day of the war, June 26, 1941, Swislocz fell to the Germans, who began executing communists and
rounding up Jews for heavy forced labor, looting their property. As | was known in the town not only as a Jewish lawyer
but dso as a lecturer who spoke out against the Nazi crimes, | realized that | had to find a hiding place. | left my
apartment. First | went to my friend the pharmacist, and he, after hiding me for several days in his pharmacy, took me to
t he pri estfattiglly#heydidin meellerrRev . Al bin 6&MPlbads rectory

A week after the capture of Swislocz a new commander arrived and the persecution of the Jews intensified. | found out
that | was being sought as an enemy of the NazisandasaJewher ef ore deci ded to escape
where some tens of thousands of Jews lived. Moreover, this move would bring me closer to Lublin. The pharmacist and
the priest agreed with my decision.

To facilitate my flight from Swislocz, theyntacted a certain Polish woman, the directress of an orphanage situated
on the main road to Bialystok, and asked her to allow
emerged that | had once defended her against a groundless ctiangfireatment of Soviet orphans. After sleeping one

%Zi el itGsckiie, religijne w iPMY58 Krahelpo & ho ldi paejzll al W8 9 e Es kldl.w | at ach
OWgady s §aw Psawnii arict knbwdny p bezzée(Glajewvoa Towar zyst wo Przyj aigd -§ 9 PSK, 20
51 George Gorin, edGrayever yizkebukh (Grayevo Memorial Book)lew York: United Brayever Relief Committee, 1950), Xixii

xxxii. Vari ous dates are gi v e mitadthontativ@ ¢hat on hB fomizstddeis tulg 45 1943WilblH e  mo
Jemielity gives the date obseRe Wi tPol zda &Jse nei xeel ci uttyi,o m Maasr tJyurloyl olg5i,
19391 94Boppor zNdzeni a Ur zido walee,nd.@{d974ESXk iher¢as akcuerwii c zhieredateWo S

as August 15, 1948seel ac e wi ¢ zMaarntdy MwlSqggi um pol ski ego duchowi e@stwa rzyms
w latach 19391945volume 2,184.

52 Asher Tarmon, edMemorial Bok: The Jewish Communities of Manyevitz, Horodok, Lishnivka, Troyanuvka, Povursk, and Kolki

(Wolyn Region)Tel-Aviv: Organization of Survivors of Manyevitz, Horodok, Lishnivka, Troyanuvka, Povursk, Kolki and
Surroundings Living in Israel and Overseas,40@18.

% Dean,Encyclopediaf Camps and Ghettos, 193®45,volume II, Part A, 841

54 Dean, Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos). Il, Part A, 966;TadeuszKrahel, Do Swi adczen i zni ewol eni el
archidiecezji wile@Eskiej repr e 33945 Bwargiy sw olkat @oH skk WBp dojwiar y!
Oddzi ag w Bi agidénsn otkius mReOM&bGi)r,, 4Bev. Hor b goflHavirgturneddoBromowskif i r m Br
to defend Poles in Soviet courts. Rev. Horba says he did not know Bronowski personally before he came seeking shelter in the
company of Dr. Majzel, a local Jewish doctor, and his iffiel., 209.
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night at the orphanage | departed unseen at dawn, supplied with bread, which was worth its weight in gold. The
directress knew that | was a Jew and that | was escaping from Swislocz. | had gone famtniety meters when |
heard her calling out to me to stop. She ran towards me, took the chain with the cross hanging on it from her neck, and
fastened it on mine. | did not remove that cross throughout the journey to Bialystok. | was surprised arymerved
concern to protect me, and could find no words to thank her.

The distance to Bialystok was about eighty kil ometers.
the large Jewish center at Bialystok.

When | | eft &Jewish&adkofdbautfoudeerkidll into step with me. He too was making for Bialystok. A

few dozen meters behind us were four Jews. Four kilometers outside Grodek | saw a German truck approaching, and
when it reached us three German soldiers armed witHries s prang out. They come up t
sensed danger and grew tense. Then one of them saw the

minutes later | heard firing. The Germans had shot the Jews walking behind us.

| was shocked. Despite my blistered feet | continued walking with the boy and even accelerated my pace. By evening
we reached Bialystok. | parted company with the | ad é

I could not stop thinking about t held@rofrécalhernvamenon who h
do | know her whereabouts. Swislocz is now part of the Soviet Union. | have searched for her address, but to no avail.

But | do know that when she ran towards me and placed the cross on my neck she did so for hunmeaganisito
save a human life. In my heart | retain a deep sense of gratitude to her, and to the priest and the pharmacist. | learnt
subsequently that the priest had died and the pharmacist had left Swislocz.

Dr. KacEdelisf r om G- d¥ had thesGereans in SolietcgupiedfEastenm Poland. Fleeing

Lithuanian collaborators in the summer of 1941, he made his way back from a camp near Nowa Wilejka to
Warsaw. In January 1942, he recorded his testimony which attests to extensive help receivetefom P
among them a priest, al o n g Artchimen Ringejblumai Komspiracyjmee] tbil
Archiwum Getta Warszawyplume 3:Rel acj e [2WaKrseasw:w t ydows Kk i Bnstytut
2000], pp.47174.)

Indeed [Polish] peasants very ofthalped us at no cost. We entered their cottages where they frequently refused to take
anything from us when they offered us milk, bread, etc. Apart from that they showed us compassion and were indignant
at everything that was happening to the Jews. &

It is important to stress that | encountered exceptionally sincere \smaartedness from Catholic peasants and Polish
landlords. | was comforted and helped with money, food, and a place to sleep. My wound was dressed in manor houses.
é

The area | now ented had Polish police who tended to accommodate the Jews. In one of the Belorussian towns [i.e.,
in a Polishspeaking area incorporated in the-salled Ostland, and earlier Soviet Belorussia], not far from the
Lithuanian border, through the efforts of thryor, priest and head of the Jewish Council, | was placed in the hospital
and provided with papers [i.e., an identity document] and money for my further journey.

With the German takeover of Eastern Poland in June 194 Germans started to round ugl @xecute Jews.

When they entered the village of Pohost Zahorodny
Jews started to flee and found shelter in the garden of a Catholic priest. That story is rel@itabifrom the

Forest: The Trué&tory of Abram and Julia Bobrowas told to Stephen Edward Paper (Bloomington, Indiana:

1*' Books, 2004), at pages i38B.

Their numbers had now swelled to over forty and included young men and children as well.

Nearing the mansion of the Polish prigBtogomish [Rev. Hieronim Limbo], they heard the galloping of horses.

The mansion, where the priest lived with a housekeeper, was also the church where he held services for all of the
Catholics in Pohost Zagorodski.

Drogomish, in his black robes amdite collar, saw them from the window and rushed outside. The priest was old and
bent, and known throughout the vilagetobe aghoelar t ed man. ¢é Peopl e woul d come
gardens and catch the smell of jasmine and orange blossoms.

He had been sitting alone in his garden alcove sadly contemplating the growing turmoil in his village and apparently
trying to think of some way to help. Now the disturbance had come to his front yard. He rushed out to see how he could
aid the fugitives
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Urgently, he motioned the Jewish men and boys into his garden. The garden spread over two acres, but was dwarfed
by the potato patch, which was a quartdra-mile wide and hata-mile long, stretching all the way to Bobric [Bobryk]
Lake and filled wth two-foot-high potato plants.
Quickly, the fugitives left the road, following the priest down the furrows between the plants to the edge farthest from
the road. There, in the weeded dirt furrows between rows of potato plants, they lay down todmdthigposition,
they could probably hear the passing of the SS riders moving into the shtetl.
Nazis from Borki now entered Pohost Zagorodski from the north, riding past the Polish school on Mieshchanska
[ Mi eszczaEska] Streett.heBoahh ket pd ms ec amvde rdg sdnoaamt ed. é.
The soldiers started moving house to house, brandishin
[ Bel orussi an] police force, they forced all the men th
In the village hospil, those men who were too sick or infirm to move were shot on the spot.

Al most ninety men and young boys were rounded up and f
In the center of the village, the OberfsuwmdmBannfuhrer
iYes, Herr Obersturmbannfuhrer, o the sergeant replied.
This was not good enough for him. &

Twenty SS troopers mounted their horses é down Dwor ska
that now served astheeC hol i ¢ Church ¢é

As the sergeant and his men started into the garden on their horses, Drogomish ran out once more.

Aiwhat are you doing in my garden?0 he yelled. HAYou are
iThere are Jearsddén, dd ntghe nsethgegnt sai d.

iThere is nothing here except the potato plants. And

horses of the sergeant and his men, trying to block their way.

iGet out of the waymandédat her, 0 the sergeant de

AiNo, 6 Drogomish said, defiantly. AYou have no right. 1T
iToss him out of the way, o0 the sergeant said to his me
ground.

fiJew |thesegegntsnarled.

The soldiers then searched the field, knocking over the plants, trampling on others and tearing up the dirt and crops.
Thus they combed the field while the forty Jews lay trembling in the dirt.

Finding the men, the SS forceei to their feet, whipping and beating them with sticks as they herded them back to
the marketplace.

When a hundred and thirty Jewish men and boys were finally assembled in the Rynec [Rynek] marketplace, the SS
soldiers mounted their horses and formagirale around them to prevent any escape attempts. Then they made them run
down Dworska Street across the Bobric River bridge out

The SS troops took the Jews past the Bobrow lumberyard to an old Jewish cemetery. In the cemetery, linedoldiers
them up in groups of ten. &

The Jews, in their |Iines of ten, were marched to a row
backs towards the soldiers. The SS shot them with their machine guns.

I n DNbrowica, Vol hyni a, the mayor and | ocal Cat hol
were seizedy the Germansvhen they entered the town in June 1941. Manya Auster Feldman recalled
(Testimony of Manya Auster Feldman, August 11, 8,98oice/Vision Holocaust Survivor Oral History

Archive, University of Michigan at Dearborn, Internetitp://holocaust.umd.umich.edu/feldmaj/

They[the Germansltook, they took 200 Je@snales, middleaged, not youngnes. And they brought them irtbe
center of the city. The cities hatlvays a square where the marketplace was. They brought them arsétloeythe
ground and they had their machine guns pointed at them, reatiptd.é So the women whose husbands were caught
startedrunning and tothe priest, to the mayor of the city wheas appalled  éereTwas a Polish priesind the
ministers of the Ukraine churches. And they startedbegging fil@msomething for us.So the Germans did it as a
matterof fact, as a preventive to show that tivélynot tolerate anything thawill be done against them. So tHegt
grabbedthe Jews. And then they said that this happens to be a communistic towaretaseommunists anttheyde
going to get rid of them, of this groupo my mother and | ande¢ women started running. And the priest anarbgor
came to the Germans and saiit¥es, there were communists, but thkkyscaped into Russia, so these are all good
Jewsd So towards the evenirbey released all of theexcepthey held twentywo. They sort of pickedt random
twentytwo people. And the rest of them they sent hometh&rtdrientytwo people they kept as hostages in case during
the next few dayi§something will happen to a German soldier, this is what@heg, theyl kill them.é And after a
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day, they tookhem out into the marketplace and we heard that they are digging like a §e@eerybody was sure that
this is what they are going to do, they are gdmgill the Jews and thé& where thedi bury them. But a differerthing
happenedé And they released the twerttyo Jews.

A Polish priesin the village of Hoduciszki, located between Postawyandi fici any, ngrtheas:
attempted to rescue Jews when the Lathian authorities set out to liquidate the Jewjiséttoin September

1941. (Testimony of Michael Potashnikad Vashem Archives, O.71/27/35524@&d in David Bankier,

Expulsion and BEbermination: Holocaust Testiomials from Provincial LithuanidJerusalem: Yad Vashem,

2011}, pp.100101.)

That Saturday, September 27, 1941, at 10 a.m. all the Jews were driven out of the ghetto into the marketplace; they were

allowedtobringalongsmhl packages. Those who didnét | eave their hou
murderer s. Five families of O6useful Jewsd were | eft bel
At 11 a.m. that same Saturday, the Jews were lined up and taken away from the marketplacedatite af
Gvenl|lionys [$winciany], herded along by police, partisese
sick, the elderly and the weak were taken on wagons [ é
Five women were hidden in the barn of the Polish priest. On thedagtmorning before the Jews were taken away,

they |l eft the barn and tried to go to Postawy. ijubhe assi

Rakovsky, spotted them and shot them baymorningthe Roishbar n.
priest went to the Lithuanians to beg them to let him take care of 20 chiltite murderers refused.

AlltheJews from thel towpns df s Ot dc Gv wlae, ormar ®disgh ariny baedksli n Pol i
nearGven| i[Grmehi adm aNdvad Sandwere keptherg for 12 days under terrible conditions. On
Wednesday October 8, 1941, the shootings began. In the cdtiisesodays about 8,000 Jews were shot. Their corpses

were thrown into a long mass grave in a sandy forest about three kilometerGfroen | i.onel i ai
A priest is credited with saving a Jewish family w
Germans in October 194fbr executionChana Szafran (n®e Pozner), her

Mordechai, who were outside the town at the time, were arrested by the local police on their return but released
thanks to the intervention of a local ptiedo knew Mordechai Pozner. From there they reached the ghetto in

Wilejka where they remained until April 1943. Chana Szafiestribes the circumstancddier rescuen her

account published in Moshe KalchheiBe-komah zakufah, 1983945: Perakim baoldot halehimah ha

partizanit bey a 6 a r o t (TeNAwiv: drgurs lapatizanim, lohame hmahtarot umorderhag et aé ot b e
Yi 6srabel , 1991) , transl ated as At t he Onse:
<http://www.eilatgordinlevitan.com/maladzyechna/nmlges/m_stories_onset.html

On Saturday, the 25th of October 1941, very early in the morning, our wish neighbor came in panic to the house and
said that, once again, the Germans had surrounded the town. She suggested to my mother that we should all flee
together. My mother said that first my little sister Liuba, who was eleven years old and I, should run to our father and
tell him to hide. She assumed that just as before, the Nazis were only looking for men. So both of us ran as fast as we
could and toldFather about what had occurred in town. | never saw my mother again. Later on, when | was in the
police station, | found out from that neighbor that Mother was killed while she tried to escape from the house. The
Germans had shot at her as she tried te fle  é
All the Jews who were found that day were collected and put in the local police building. We met about fifty men,
women, and children. Amongst them was also our neighBaula Drutz. She was the one to tell me about the fate of
my mother. While wevaited in the police station, my father saw an army buddyi©fvho was now one of the
policemen. He was sitting there nonchalantly playing his guitar. My father [Mordechai Pozner] begged him as a man
who was to be shortly executed, to give notetothaald pri est . At first, he ignored F
pleaded, he agreed to bring the note to the priest. At midnight, the priest arrived with two policemen to the station. They
took my father to one of the private rooms, and, after soneg lie was returned. He explained to us the plan: one of the
policemen would soon come, and take him to the bathroom. After some time, my sister Liuba and | should ask also to go
to the bathroom. We would all then escape. While we were waiting for miytéagfte they would call Jews one by one
and then the Jews would return, beatemand confused. The girls were returned with torn clothes and looks of horror
in their faces; it wasnodédt demfficult to guess what had |
In Molodecno [sic], here was at that time a large POW camp that contained Soviet prisoners. Because of this camp,
the entire town was lit up by huge projectors to prevent the escape of POWs. When the policemen who escorted us took
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us outside of the police station, heyelledtus, A Run very quickly, kikes! I f you
as we could and hid in the rubble of homes that stood on either side of the street. This was during a curfew hour when
nobody was allowed to walk about in town, so we hadsibuntil morning in order to leave our hiding place. We then

walked to the edge of the str@¢he place where we had originally decided to reunite with Father.

Like this, because of my father 6s g uiofdHe Jewhimn thekpoliceg, we
building encountered. The reason why this priest cared so much for my father was that my father, before the war, was a
political representative of the community and knew the priest well. When the Soviets had invaded thepteralie!S
of 1939, they had arrested the old priest, saying that he was engaged-{Doamtiunist propaganda. Father had
collected signatures from the local population and had collected testimony that this priest was only involved in religious
mattersand,after a short time, the Soviets listened to the pleas of the town residents and released the priest. At the time
when our life was in danger, he saved my father as well as the two of us.

The Jews in Eastern Poland were soon enclosed in ghettos andddri@normous ransoms were extorted

from the Jewish communities. The testimony of Moshe Smolar, found in Yehuda Batignking the
Holocaust(New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2001), at page 154, captures the response of a
Catholicpriestast t he f ai thful to that tragedy in the town

The community was pressured into making a ficontributio
rubbles), and the members of the Judenrat were arrested as hostageartothat the sum was paid. One of the
Catholic priests organized help for the Jews and collected money for them to help pay the huge sum.

I n Brasgaw t he a@amtributeomis gold fomahe ghettdnable to meet this demand the
JewsturnedtRev. Mi eczysgaw Akrejl Revhe Atteani agetokooals!| |y
gold rubles. Nonetheless, a few days later, Beemandiquidated the ghett® Sources attestintp the

assistance of the Catholic clergy in meeting contributioyeosed on the Jewsft - g kandSWj oni m ar e
mentionedater elsewhere

Jacob Gerstenfeltlal t i el described conditions in Lw-w, and ¢
early months of the German occupation, in his memidiyRPrivate WarOne Mandés Struggl e toc
Soviets and the Nazisondon: Vallentine Mitchell, 1993), at pages 58 and 6263.

The problem of telling Jews from Poles was solved by introducing the requirement for Jews and the people of Jewish
descentdowntottehi rd generation to wear on the right arm a whi
after the order was published [July 15, 1941] | saw a priest with a Star of David armband. But after some days, this sort
of thing disappeared and only thecursed wore the armbands. The Polish population during the first period of this
harassment displayed a certain measure of sympathy for
€ the Germans demanded a fAcontributiono from nténe Jewi s
days. Of course the Germans threatened undefined consequences if the entire sum was not delivered in cash on time.
The Judenrat published an appeal to the Jewish popul at
e | knew per sonal leyolishamebigentsia, nihe paisl appréciablehsums to help with the
contribution. Although the sums made little difference, the gesture of good will showed a spirit that counted and had a
strong moral meaning. € Th e s éncitedthp dews todven grgatepganerbsity tfam o m P o
they had shown till then.

A number of Jewish testimonies confirm that Poles contributed considerable sums to help pay the ransoms
i mposed by the Ger mans Chre §ighoe jiReavess, Zarfdvothewtowms. Wi | n o,

®Testi mony olfakMoijn0elsezr zByk gDd mit Jw WiledkO p - ledB 9wal ka z f al®945y zmem w
(Warsaw:t y d ows K i I nstytut Hi storyczny and Stowarzyszenie tyd-w K
2009),volumel, 291 92.

AN dr z eyskited Arghisvum Ringelbluma: Konspiracyjne Archiwum Getta Warszaely3:Re | acj e (Warsawr es - w

tydowski InstyBut2608)pr¥cezny4dR® (Wil no) , WHp ®ilt WriteD@r Histgn2:w - w) ; Sa
Emanuel Ringelblum, thedfsaw Ghetto, and the Oyneg Shabes Arctil@omington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press,
2007), 275 (when the Germansimposedh eavy | evy on the Jewish community in Chegr

contributed food and moneygiek,Archiwum Ringelblumaol.9,1 21 ( W§ o ¢ § a we k En;direEt dughetol La Brésset ma n
clandestine juive dans le ghetto de Varsovie (129@3) (Paris: Cerf; Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 2005), #dlds contributed
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When Rabbi Isaac Yaakov Kalenkovitch and other Jews arrested in Drohiczyn,Rrolesldst (Polesd), for
failing to provide the Germans with the contribution imposed on the Jewish community, Jews ttineed to
local priest for assistance. (Dov B. Warshawgkyphiczyn: Five Hundred Years of Jewish Lifanslation of
Drohitchin: Finf hundert yor yidish lebfChicago: Book Committee Drohichyn, 1958], p.318.)

The Germans imposed a secarahtribution on theown. However, since there was no more money or gold, the

murdere s t ook 35 Jews and the rabbi of the town as hostag:¢
would kil the rabbi and the 35 Jews. The mayor [a Po
interceded on behalf of the rabbi atiet Jews, but it did no good. The wives of the arrested men and rabbi went to beg

the priest Palevskidctually, Rev.Antoni Chmielewski, théocal pastojt o save their husbandsé
Palevski quickly went to the SS commander and conviniceth nelease the rabbi and the 30 hostages. Five Jews were

kept as hostages until the contribution was paid.

Priests also came to the assistance of individuals who were required by the Germans to pay large ransoms for
thesafetyof family membersAres dent of T o nracalled haw herunotkeel tartked to a Polish

priest, who gave her a large sum of money in exchange for a gold ttiemeby allowing hegrateful mother

topay t he @i ndéreanded b thedGarmafRachélSchwartzbaurtKlarman) A During t he
of Ho r Joseph MMogkap, ed.. Tomaszow ubelski Memorial BookMahwah, New Jersey: Jacob

Solomon Berger, 2008),406)

I, and sever al other Tomaszow [ Tomasz- - w] fusatohzoneps set ¢

Arriving to my parents, they fell upon me, and wept sy
Immediately on the morrow, my parents receive a notice that because their daughter had returned from Russia, my

parents are required to pay a large sum of money obehalfas indemnification money. A keening went up in our

house, regarding how it would be possible to get such a large sum of rhoweyer there was no answer to this. In the

morning, at eight o06clock, the samhatme st habireourpossessiemt e d . )

and went off to sell it to the Polish priest. She told the priest everything, and the priest took the chain, paid Héer, and to

her, 6Go save your child. d My mot he hefdldwamgqnkomidg, dhepaid wi t h a

the sum on my behalf. In this manner, all of the families that returned from Rawa [Ruska] were required to pay

extraordinarily large sums as an indemnification.

When the Germans occupied Sgonim in June 1941, t h
Kazi mierz Grochowski, who was taltfeasaca i mat ipvaes t ofr toH
regiord had arexcellentcommand of th&ermarlanguagethe mayor of the city. He was inatposition for

only a few months. During that time he intervened on behalf of the Jews and provided them with false identity

documents. His benelovence was not ed Kiddudhdashem,w wh o
p.373.)
FromJezi erni ca, | wa slfoonfl d hafdemolSHeaaity. Hialf df iShgdberen aohsumed in flames

during the battles. When the Germans took over, they shot a small number of Jews. | came upon a long line of Jews, and
was told that they were standing on line to receive work from the Germans at various labor sites. The Germans paid
them with bread. The mood in the city was good. The local priest had been appointed as mayor, and he had prevailed
upin the Germans not todat the Jews as badly and as brutally as in other cities.

On the day of my departure from Slonim, July 12, 1941, they instituted the yellow badge for Jews

Rev. Grochowski was arrested by the Germans and accused of hiding Jews. Since no Jews vietbdound
rectory he was released. Rev. Grochowski was arrestedimagid@mch 1942and imprisoned in Baranowicze.
He was executed in an unknown location soon &fter.

100, 000 z g o fhelatienrsouRea adss mention)s that, when the Germans rounded up the Jews of Olkusz in May 1942, and

held them in the local high school for three days without food or water before deporting the Jews, the Polish popugtitimeonou

water and food.

57 0On Rev. Kazimierz Grochowski see Tadew Kr ahel |, AW General CymsOWI i@ i Riralgomu S B
BiuletynnKoStRPel Pgcember 1998; TadeuszWKSgudb, eiks gNdz eKazi mi
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Bi ul et y nnokKdFelriasy 200 Krahé,r chi di ecezj a wi | e Es k 195. Gee hlso thatestmorly of wo j ny
Sal omon Szl akman, in Michag Gr yntbyecrige ain dz aMjadrai daai X®4§t Relacgekpao, | sckoi nep
Swi a qWarsaw: Oficyna Naukowa, 2003), 525;t b i k o Avchikvim Ringelblumaol. 3, 356.
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The Holocaust Gets Under Way with Full Fury, 19427 1945

The Germans introduced the depémalty for assisting Jews because so many Poles had been willing to come
to their assistance. Despite repeated warningsssananti-Semitic propaganda, and sanctions such as fines
and imprisonment, Poles continued to deal with and shelter Jews tiiasttaging German attempts to isolate

the Jews, a precondition for their annihilation. Hence the Germans felt compelled to intnadsioer
measurego curtailcontacts between Poles and Jgwhe fullest extent possibleazeta Lwowskan official
German daily published in the Polish language, stated on April 11, (Bd®szewskiThe Blood Shed
Unites Usp.40)

It is unfortunate that the rural population contifueowadays furtively to assist Jews, thus doing harm to the
community, and hence tisemselves, by this disloyal attitude. Villagers take advantage of all illegal ways, applying all
their cunning and circumventing regulations in order to supply the local Jewry with all kinds of foodstuffs in every
amount. €

The rural population must bmut off and separated from the Jews, once and for all, must be weaned from the extremely
anti-social habit of assisting the Jews

A circular issued on September 21, 1982the SS and Police Chief in Radom Distriettlined and justified
thenew Dracoranmeasures hat were t o be wundert ak(Bartoszewskihe&it an e
Blood Shed Unites Up,40})

The experience of the last few weeks has shown that Jews, in order to evade evacuation, tend to flee from the small
Jewish residentiadlistricts [i.e., ghettos] in the communities above all.

These Jews must have been taken in by Poles. | am requesting you to order all mayors and village heads as soon as
possible that every Pole who takes in a Jew makes himself guilty under the Thiiran©e on restrictions on residence
in the Government General of October 15, 1941 (GG Official Gazette, p.595).

As accomplices are also considered those Poles who feeadway Jews or sell them foodstuffs, even if they do not
offer them shelter. Whater the case, these Poles are liable to the death penalty.

On the eve of the liquidation of the gleett i n  t el e ¢ h - whiagh éoakmplacé anrSeptemben30,

1942 ,the Jewish leaders placed their confidence in the local Catholic parish. The story is related in Jonathan
Kaufman,A Hole in the Heart of the World: Being Jewish in Eastern Euf®{ev Yok: Viking/Penguin,

1997), at page 102.

The night before the Germans came, with rumors of the deportations sweeping the terrified ghetto, several Jewish
leaders hurried across the dark market square and knocked on the door of the rectory across fhenstiezthurch.

When the priest answered, they asked him to hold the documents of their cofhthertiiyth and death records and

the most important papeysn safekeeping. They would be back to retrieve them when they could. The priest agreed, and
he hidthem in the rafters of the rectory for safekeeping. The next day, the deportations to Treblinka began.

Priests and nuns throughout Poland responded to the increasingly harsh measures imposed by the Germans by
helping Jews who fled from the ghettos. Jémdhildren were particularly at riskut rescue efforts on their

behalf were not always welcomehas often been charged that conversion was the primary or at least a very
important factor in the decision of the clergy and religious to extend assisialeves. In fact, this was one of
thereasongivenby War sawd s Jteaviesidal ofheCad édhrod i fcaffeCth placecsévéral

hundred Jewish children in convents and monastdti@anuelRingelblum the chronicler of the Warsaw
ghetto,acknowledges this offer of assistance and recorasost unflattering termshe motivation attributed

to the Catholic clergy by the Jewi sshn actocnmumg o)y, |feial
greed, and looking out for their own plige. After meeting with vehement opposition from Orthodox and

other Jewish groups, tipegectwas shelved. Jewish parents were, however, given a free hand in placing their
children privately in Catholic institutions, though many rabbis remained adaropptged to that ideao.

Some of the discussion recorded by Ringelblum merits repe@imghanuel RingelblumPolishJewish
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Relations During the Second World Whllew York: Howard Fertig, 1976], pp.1581):

| was present at a discussion of this queshbgrseveral Jewish intellectuals. One of them categorically opposed the
operation. ... The priestsd promise not to convert the
of the children, recording their distribution throughout tmuntry, so that they could be taken back after the war]; time

and education would take their toll. ... Jewish society has no right to engage in such an enterprise.

Although Ringelblum is anxious to shift the blame for the failure of this project tcat®kie clergy, it isiot
reasonable to believe thitie Church authorities would initiate the undertaking only to welcome its demise,
when in fact numerous convents andnasteries were already active in sheltering Jewish chiameover,

there was reictance on the part ofanyJews to give over their children to PdieissafekeepingOne survivor
records the following conversatigRearl BenischTo Vanquish the Dragoderusalem and New York: Feldheim
Publishers, 1991], p.131)

fi | gave mytadidtPel isoh family and I hope to God hedl |l S
heard Mr. Bl um excl ai m. Al 8d never give my children to
claim them afterhéeheowharRudddi nfanwvebi e charged with e
Christians, God forbid. Oh no!od6 he repeated passionat el
with their peopl e; | et us prer icshhi [tdaget htea . t He cgoeun tdinl6e

determination.

As Jadwiga Piotrowska, a social welfare worker active in rescuing scoredgf dbiMrenpoints out, it was

not the goal of the nuns to convert their Jewish charges. Rather, in ordsute their seemless integration

into orphanages and other institutions wherel#veish charges passed as Polish Catholics, complete religious
assimilation was crucial for theiccess of the rescue effqEwaKurek,Dz i e c i Uydowskie w Kk
Udziag Ue@Eskich zgromadze@® zakonnych w ak togs rat ow
[Lublin: Clio, 2001; Lublin: Gaudium, 2004§.209.)

The children who were being rescued not only had to have documehtsmd or t hem, and an AAryar
them, and found another place to survive. It was also necessary to instil in them an awarenessiiattioeyvorse
in any way that they did not differ from their native Polish brothers, that they werdPales. The Germariequently

visitedtheor phanages run by religious orders, checked the <ch
ordering them to pray or recite the catechism. Any inaccucacy t he chi |l drenés pmahsof coul d
many people, including the children. What is more, it c

was out of necessity that the Jewish children were baptized and taught religion. The nightmarish memories of their past
were caefully erased, so that they would not differ in any way from the Polish children. In truth this was no conversion,
no augmenting of adherents of Catholicism, but only a fight foritifevhich no error could benade

Jan Dobraczy@&ski, a prewar member of the national]i
in the Department of Soci&Velfarein the Warsaw municipal corporation to place 500 Jewish children in

Catholic conventsThis was a daunting tasklany of the children had a Semitic appearance, often they spoke

Polish poorlyor with a Jewish accenand most of them had little or no knowledge of Catholic prayers and

rituals, so it was not easy for them to blend in. (Even when the children leatiediCrituals, they would

overdo themfor example, by making the sign of the cross several times, rather than once, before a meal.)

Do b r a crecall@kbthkose times in an interview published shortly before hisdeatil r a kt owagem t o
obowi Nzek ¢ hr z eSSooiBpiendisKatolicki Warsaw| ne.l67, 1963.)

| was afraid to place [Jewish] children in just any institutjd relied only on convents. | was well known to all of the

Sisters and they trusted me. | gathered the Sisters anc
child is sent with my signature, that will be an indication that theddhilewish, and you will have to know how to act

on this. o | also told them that we would not be sendi n
€ our social workers searched for [ Jewiosirhsbmeprimitvedr en. S

hiding place. Once we were informed that two boys were hidden in a cubbyhole in [the suburb of] Praga. One of them
was running a high fever and it was imperative to move them. A nun took the sick boy on a streetcar and he started to
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sc eam out something in Yiddish. The driver was astute ¢
going to the depot. Everyone out. o At the same ti me he
Each of the children wasken for a few days to the home of a social worker. There they were taught their new names

and prayers, and how to make the sign of the cross. The children were after all being taken to Catholic institutions and
couldnét differ ouphamaresitihgthefer om t he Pol i sh or

Al'l but one of the children survived the war. (Th
where he was sheltered in a convent.) é a f ewitoof t
their forefathers.

e one
he <cbh

tegota act i v(bendlerowajeeatedthaBenetinesee ws asked her for Agual
children would survivehe war Sendler explained to them that she could not even assure the éisdifen

passage duof the ghetto. This too discouragddws fromseeking placements faheir children with

Christians’® 1zajasz Druker, who was charged with task of finding Jewish child survivors after the war, has

stated authoritatively, based on his extensive expertunaegg the years 1945t01949h at fAin t he co
the issue of mo n*8hiled ismue that omepPolesyasked for payiment fanpkeepof

their Jewish charges, this was todgectedgiven the risks involved and the materialdsdrips faced by

everyone under the German occupatidme highly praised Danish rescue effort was paid for by large sums of

money provided primarily by the Jews themselleand rescue in Belgium and other countrues was also
subsidized heavily by the Jewlsemselved' As a recent study shows, unlike Western Europeans, the

®tegot a: Council for Aid {i945))0oeusentaries Irdecnationali Fénd& \Wdeol Faumdhtiorf, 1 9 4 2
Washington, D.C., 1998.

% Kurek, Your Life Is Worth Ming208

O Until the fall of 1943 Daish Jews were unmolested. SS general Dr. Werner Best, the German in charge in Denmark, gave a free
hand to Georg Ferdinand Duckwitz, the martime attach® at the
derail the planned deportationtbe Jews. Duckwitz flew to Sweden, where he secretly met with President Per Albin Hannson. The
Swedish president assured him that should the action against the Danish Jews take place, Sweden would in principladraiteady t

them. When the roundp of Jews was about to begin, Duckwitz made his way back to Sweden to alert the Swedish government to be

ready to admit the fleeing Jews. The local German naval command warned the Danish underground of the impending fege of the Je
disabled the German harbquaitrol, and turned a blind eye to the rescue operation. The Jews who were transported to Sweden by
Danish boatmen were allowed entry. Since the rescue operation took place with the connivance of the local German naljal comman

there were no casualtieshet among the Jews or among the boatmen. During the initial stages of the rescue operation;tonly well

do Danish Jews could afford the short passage to Sweden. Private boatmen set their own price and the costs weregp@ihipitive,

from 1,000 to 10,00 kroner per person ($160 to $1600 U.S. in the currency of that period). Afterward, when organized Danish rescue
groups stepped in to coordinate the flight and to collect funds, the average price per person fell to 2,000 and then 506 tatal

cod of the rescue operation was about 12 million kroner, of which the Jews paid about 7 million kroner, including a 75000 kro

loan which the Jews had to repay after the ®ae Mordecai PaldieThe Righteous Among the Natigderusalem: Yad Vashem;

New York: Collins, 2007), 109; Leni Yahil, The Rescue of Danish Jewry: Test of a Demodfbifadelphia: Jewish Publication

Society of America, 1969), 2665, 269. Since the rescue operation took plaite the connivance of the local German naval

commal, there were no casualties either amoNotgingtolsgeakbfeWadimeor a mo n
Experiences of the Danish Jews 10#345( Copenhagen: Dani sh Jewi sh Museum, 2011) ma
thatmonewas t he hinge on which the whole escape apparatus turned
and ensure there were enough of them. The price was based on
expense. Thaverage price was 1,000 kroner per person. There were some payments of 50,000 kroner, but an average of 10,000
kroner for a family of four people. The monthly wage for a skilled worker in 1943 was 414 kroner. However, in the casartf Den

charging thesexorbitant amounts has been justified. We are told that the demands for payment must be viewed in relation the danger

of the crossing, the risks of losing their boats, which would bring a loss of earnings, and the ability to supportig¢siatawdlas

the possibilities of arrest. However, there were no Germans policing the strait between Denmark and Sweden during Q¢tober 194

and not a single boat with Jewish refugees was captured at sea by the G@rhikrthe Danish rescue is universally eital

without reference to the minimal risk it entailed for the rescuers and the handsome compensatok {frefact, most historians

suppress this informationgonversely, the Polish rescue effort is deprecated without reference to the death per@étgmans

imposed on the Poles for providing any form of assistance and the fact that hundreds if not thousands of Poles palidesgtiothei

this ficrime. o0 See, fThe ThiedReiamat WdNew YorkcThedPenduinPress2008In390Q91.(Atthe

same time, Evans downplays German guilt. Ibid., 555,)%6fintedly, Danish journalist and researcher Bo Lidegagedts those

who would hold other European nations i n o papsttaldadifferemistdrypr not s
and the terms of occupation, local conditions, and much else differed radically from place to place and over time, sitkitighe

unique in each case. The special Danish example cannot be used to reproach othersiereeipe German occupation under far

worse condi t i on sBotidegaardCbuntryme(New.Yark: Afeea A. Knopf, 2013), 348.

"The Belgian Comit® de D®f ense dramge of the Jevssh comrhunity,lwasrinespine sent ed
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overwhelming majorirty of Poles were simply not in a position to offerteng material assistance to Jés
Honest survivors, such as Yitzhak Zuckerman, a leader of the Jewish undéigrédiarsawareappreciave
of even paid aidto Jew§ Yi t z hak Zu c kAeSunplasrof Meany€Cheokidle, of the Warsaw
Ghetto UprisingBerkeley: University of California Press, 1993], pp.461, 493.)

Anyone ko fosters hatred for the Polish gae is committing a sin! We must do the opposite. Against the background

of antkSemitism and general apathy, these people are glorious. There was great danger in helping us, mortal danger,

not only for them but also for their families, sometifeeshe et i r € cour t y a irdpeatibtedgytol i ved i
cause the death of one hundred Jews, all you needed was one Polish denouncer; to save one Jew, it sometimes took the
help of ten decent Poles, the help of an entire Polish famibn if they di it for money. Some gave their apartment,

and others made identity cards. Even passive help deserves appreciation. The bakérddhod6t denounce, f o
It was a problem for a Polish family of four who suddenly had to start buying double quantitids of meat. And
what a bother it was to go far away to buy in arttesupport the family hiding withtheds. And | ar gue t hat
matter if they took money; |l ife wasndédt easy for Pol es

widows and officials who earned theimwfe Z § ot y s Ahdythere wdrepall kinds.of people who helped.

If I gauge the phenomenon by one of the finest figures | knew, Irena Adamowicz, who helped Jews deliberately and
consciously, as a devout Christian, who assisted as much as she oeweltheless cannot ignore the fact that she also
saw another mission for herself: to convert Jews, since there is no greater commandment than to convert Jews to

Christianity, accompanied by the f ait labandbnedsomeonkdvens ave t
if she hadnét kept her sights fixed on the Christian pi
rabbi chanced to save a gentile. He woul dnéabogthee anyt h
religion of Moses and the various practices of Judaism. Is there anything wrong in that? Irena also filled such

Ami ssions. 0 | know of at | east four or five such cases.

On the other handAmerican sociologist Jan Tomasz Gross has referred forélotice of baptizing Jewish
children without the consoentfilofhatvheeiirn prrnednttsh ea sorfi
children by Catholiclergy, which took place, in a manner of speaking, every time a Jewish child was baptized
without a specific request ofThia charfeadseiyzeminiscennofthey hi s
obsceneaccusations hat were | evell ed at Jan Dobraczy@ki an
Jewish Committee after the war to presenhémn the lists of rescued Jewish children. When asked what she
thought she had gainédm those years, Piotrowska answerBav& Kurek,Your Life Is Worth Mine: How

Polish Nuns Saved Hundreds of Jewish Children in German Occupied Poland1293fNew York:

Hippocrene Books, 1997],8):

The awareness that | behaved in a decent manner and with digniyalso, a deep would in my heart which is there
even today. é When Poland was | iberated in 1%#4¥mna Jewis
Dobr aczy Es ki ]Jtoitdogide them thelists of tbevsaved children. They were not even full lists but the best
we were able to reconstruct. We did not count on any gratitude, but we did not even think that someone would accuse us.
é
During the conversation we were told that we had committed a crime by stealing hundreds of children from the Jewish

propaganda, finance, false papers, and material aid. It is believed to have helped 12,000 adults and 3,000 childrehy4dBwhom

were supported financially, and instrumental in ieasdlB3& ect |l y a
separate secular or religious institutions and at least 700 individual families to hide the children. These operatethbugquir

amounts of resources and money, especially for monthly subventions to families and institutions to feedeatiet abiidren. It

began fundraising by appealing to rich Jews and by making richer Jews pay double for services in order to subsidieeahe rescu

poorer Jews. The committee was able to get a loan for the sum of BFr 3 million from the Banque desBamndiaonthly

subventions from the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, initially for SFr 20,000 and raised progressive0@S;r 1

which were smuggled from Switzerland into Belgium. Additional funding came from other individuals andzatigasi The
committeeds total expenditure during t h®&eeah uMoactrieo,n fiwanst eegsrtaitr
Hel p into the History of Jbamas hW.Sode, edlewiahl Histories ofWeeslocaustrNelE ur op e, 0
Transnational Approachg®New York and Oxford: Berghahn, 2014093 208, here at 19®7.

Grzegor z Bar dinedkiom ofinlec zne uwarunkowania egzysZaeqddgda ttyydd ww:p
Studiai mat(eWarasyjayw: Centrum Bada@® nad Zaggad48 tyd- w, Il Fi S PAN, 2
3 Jan T. Grossrear: Anti-Semitism in Poland after Auschwittew York: Random House, 2006L62 (footnote).
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community, baptizing them, and tearing them away from Jewish culture. We were also told that we were worse than the

Germans. The Germansly took the body; we took the soul, condemning the children to damnation. Our arguments

that we were fighting for their |ives were put off rigl
We | eft compl et el y Havepassed)andlam $hiVgeappling with thiyin myeamscisnce. Would

it really have been better if we had sent #haisildren to their deaths?

In fact,as Ewa Kurek points out,§lome nuns did baptize the children, while others did not, and a majorit

them accepted without question the false baptismal certificates presenteddt Mereover, the kidnapping

of children who had Polish Catholic fatheosy t o use Jan Gr ossds wasmatger y,
somethinganathema to the Jewislo@mittee at the time, nor has it been condemned by Jews since. As Izajasz
Druker candidly admitted (Kurek,our Life Is Worth Minep.210Q 11),

Another one of my pestar duties was taking back women who during the wartime were compelled [?] to marry the
men who saved them and with whom they had children. There were several incidents where, without the knowledge of
their husbands, | took the women and their children. The involved the issue of abduction and tricking the husbands, who
later went mad, runningbout and searching for their wives and children.

Rev. Stanisgaw Szczepa@Gski of Wilga near Garwol i n,
Jewish sisters in the parish rectory for several months, and provided them with false dothanhentbled
thesistergo survive the war passing as Polésrael Gutman and Sara Bender, etise Encyclopedia of the
Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuers of #wiag the Holocaustyolume 5:Poland[Jerusalem: Yad

Vashem, 2004], Part 2, p.679.)

One day in September 1941, German policemen surrounded a labor camp for Jews in the forest near Wilga, Garwolin
county, Warsaw district, and prepared to mal&etektionamong the inmates. Several prisoners, fearing for their fate,

fled from the camp. Tlgéncluded the sisters Luba and Lea Berliner, who knocked on the door of the village priest [Rev.
Stani sgaw™Szacrzd paastksekd f or assistance. Marianna Rozanska
the two fugitives in hiding and when the@ans came to search for them she carefully shielded them. The Berliners

stayed in their hideout until Rozanska equipped them with forged papers, with which they survived by enlisting for
forced labor in Germany. After the war, one of the Berliner sistianged in Germany, and the other resettled in Israel.

Escapees from the Warsaw ghetto were taken in by the Sisters of the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ
(Resurrectionist Sister§) n t he War saw suburb of toliborz. Rut h
numerous Poles while passing as a Christian in Warsaw, writes about her stay with the Sisters in the early part

of 1943 in her memoirA Jump ForL i f e : A Sur vi v airOacspied PolamdNewlYorK: r om Na
Continuum, 1997), at pages 130, 134, 163, and 222.

At my friendds house, t he advocat e-JMing anurihaf the Sistermef t her
Resurrection Order f r ororz]tStreet. Apartfraomenhear duties m th& acodvénbsberdirect¢dia o | i b
small carpenterds wor kshop iJanina, upmledingoénas troullds, offeedneei st er .

accommodation on the workshop premises, which | gladly accepted. Thevasosmall but comfortable. Although it
was very cold and lacked conveniences, | felt at home there at last. | could spend my whole time there doing whatever |
liked except for a few hours during which the room served as an office. Slowly | grew acquétinted; new
surroundings. Next to my room, in the kitchen, there lived a maidservant who ran the house and cooked for the boys in
the shop. She had an illegitimate son é On top of this
shedwas inhabited by other people as well: | heard voices through the partitions although | never saw anybody. In great
secrecy Sister Maridanina confided in me that in the next room there lived two Jewesses. The older one, who had
typically Semitic featuresmiever went out, not having been registered anywhere. The younger one on the contrary was
out all day, and was even employed somewhere.

Sister MariaJanina advised me not to communicate with them. Actually | preferred sitting alone in my little room,
during the long evening hours, not making any new friends. | noticed the same trait in the behaviour of Jews in hiding: a
tendency to keep away from other Jews. One could only tell the other sad stories, terrible experiences, the loss of nearest

" Kurek. Your Life Is Worth Mine91.
“Mi chag sy mbgear gs,p r(Wavsaw: ividawaigtwohNaukowe PWN, 199859 60.
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and dearesbnes) there would be no end of unhappy memories. In order to live on we had somehow to forget the past
and strive to become accustomed to the present.

Sister MariaJanina, who was sixty years old, had an exceptionally beautiful character. The widoadvbeate, for
the past fifteen years she had been devoting her strength and energy to the convent and public welfare. The toy

wor kshops were designated for the poorest boys, the st
As | had no jolat the time | tried to help out as much as | could. Whenever there was anything to sort out in the city |
went readily. Often | was sent to cash money in some w
One day in our house in Zoliboazskirmish broke out which could have had very serious repercussions for all of us.
The boys were coached in grammar school subjects by a

turned out, was a Jewa fact of which Sister Maridanira was well aware. Quite by accident a young man came to the
workshop and recognized the teacher as a fellow student from university, a communist, with whom he had constantly
qguarrelled. These two had a very sharp altercation after which the visitor rekéeSister for sheltering a Jew. It was

quite obvious that the unexpected visitor was bound to turn the teacher over to the Gestapo, and the trembling
inhabitants of our slum implored the teacher to leave, for a short time at least. He was courageeusy,hand

insisted on staying; he admitted that in any event he had nowhere else to go. Siste} laria nads behavi ou
remarkable. She did not give him notice nor did she tel
us. Yet | onsidered it unsafe to stay in the small house in Zoliborz and as soon as | had received another offer of a job |

took the opportunity and left the hospitable shelter, but | stayed in touch with SisterJdait@ until the end of the

war.

Afterwards, SsterMarialJ ani na signed a deposition attesting tha
explained:

A genuine Aryan relative was priceldssa Jew at that time. The best documents could prove worthless if a crafty
Gest apo man raglstwith gour papérs; they ara ih drder and | believe you to be an Aryan. But give me
some names of your friends or relatives who have known
with no relatives and acquaintances would thends |

After the failed Warsaw Uprising of 1944, Rut h Al
encountered Mrs. Maria, who had also been evacuated from Warsaw. Mrs. Maria, who worked closely with a
Polish organization that rescued Jewish childfe had sheltered Ruth Altbeker6
other Jewish children. During the evacuation Mrs. Maria had become separated from two of her Jewish
charges, but thewere found living in a small town under the guardianship of a local vicasaordrejoined

Mrs. Maria. Although she attended mass regularly in many churches during the occupation, Ruth Altbeker
encountered no hostility on the part of the Catholic clergy toward Jews.

Irena Bernsteimeceived help in Warsaw froeeveral ordersf nuns the Sisters of the Resurrection of Our

Lord Jesus Christ, the Sisters of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the Sisters of the
Holy Family of NazarethWgady s §aw Bart os z e wsRighteoasrAthong MafionsaHolw e wi n
Poles Helped the Jews, 193®45[London: Earlscourt Publications, 1969}.306 7.)

Two persons played a considerable role in delivering me and my parents from death and stifierfitgp Bo Ue n a
Stani sgawska, a cl asnate:atpresenp Sisiet M Piatra & Banciscam$ervantditbecCtoss in
Laski. BoUena met méowogrodtka]ge0l was thenlugging lpme bddspkeads to be sold [in
the narket] on Kazimierz Square. As she told me after the war, she was immediately aware that | was hungry. Then she
began to earnestly persuade me [to] come to Szczekoci &E
conducted by Sister Emanadtoman, a Resurrectiondsthat food could be had there cheaply and even a place to live.
| lived at the Resurrectionist shelter home to the middle of 1942; when too much interest began to be shown in me. | was
ordered to move to the country. Fromthenlon,began to go d6éas a tutord to the ma
there by the nuns of the Immaculate Conception and the Nazareth Order.

The shelter on Szczekoci BGska St was an asylum for se
When my parents were 6stolend out of the ghetto, t h
Ursynowska St, and provéd them with dinners.

vV e
e

OccasionallyJews decided to convarinot always sincerety to increase their chances of survihaja Sara
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Wroncberg, also known &®fia, a widow and her daughtétalinaWroncberg katerMasri), born in Warsaw

in 1934 were save by their Polish friendR e ni a B o latér©zacskeshand her husbadfan who
arranged for them to leave thidarsaw ghetto via the courthouse. They obtained false pape&tsfiarand

Halina and arranged for them teceivereligious instruction at the parish church of tle Holy Saviour

(Naj Swi At s z e i wargalywhere thely weredater baptized. Halina became Jolanta Chmielewska
and her mother went ihe name o a d wi g a Ehmeelewskaglaivaand her mother stayed in an
apartment rented by Renia. In fladl of 1941, Halina was enrolled in a Catholic convent boarding scimol
Mokotowska Streatun bythe Sisters of the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus GReésurrectionist Sisters)

The school was later moved to the summer palaBeinte FranciszeRadz i wi § gwi i€ % eSatra r\Wai gr - w)
some 30 miles east of Warsait the time Zofia lived with another friend from before the war, Rita Bauman
Hasslauer and her husband. With her help, Zofia visited Halina a few times at the convent. Both mother and
daughtesurvived the warand soon after they abandoned their Catholic. fafthenryk GrynbergDrohobycz,
Drohobycz and Other Stories: True Tales from the Holocaust and Life[Nftar York: Penguin Boks,

2003, ppl13 061

Mother bought honegakesinahomy shop on the corner of Marszagkowska
[Saviour], and often talked with Pani Renia who worked there. Her husband, Pan Stefan, was an engineer with the gas
works. One day Mot her sai d noovehaernt ofilt hhea vgeh ea tpor. b Ifienh.y 7
AfBecause | am a Jew. 0 AAh, dondét go there. o ABut | hav

Pani Renia also put us in touch with a priest and we went to him at the Church of the Redeemer through the sacristy
He was a prelate who demanded that we know the catechi.

Our baptism took place in the evening, by candlelight. Long shadows played on the walls, and the echo carried each
word high. Pan $tni sgaw, Ritads first husband and Yol ads father
Hipolitd MP] , was my godfather. We didndédt go back to the Jew
in the gaswor ks 6 cassswitteonrdhindsto@magantmentavhi¢ch PanuRiertia had found for us at 7
Mi odowa Street. &

Men in black leather coats stopped us on the street by our house and came with us into the apartment. | no longer
know whether they ordered me to, orwhetherk nel t down myself and started to pi
was more effectidemy prayer, or the money which they got from Mother. Immediately after that, Pani Renia found me
a place with the Sisters of the Resurrection, and Mother movethiRité who had married an Austrian and was living

in a German quarter on Aleja Szucha. &

The boarding school of the Sisters of Resurrection was at 15 Mokotowska Street. | always remembered the numbers

and names, but nothing other than that interestedm A new name i s a hew name, I did
that despite my baptism | was still a Jew, whichwasvergbh That was enough, | didnét wa
became too dangerous on Mokot owSkar ®@vedfansionwithajurremo v e d u
and little towers belonging to yw ipmi®tcaer a éWiteh®, mamgsri -om
to Prince Radziwigg. German officers occupied part of t
they used to come to our chapel . Si st ewhensStheseasa®Germam, sai d
she i mmediately runs away. 0

We carried water from the well and peeled potadoweo buckets of water and forty potatoes a day. In the summer, we
picked mushrooms, strawberries and blueberries in the woods. The nuns madehtesiyudisf them. We prayed in the
morning, evening, before and after eating. We confessed every week, and for one day a month we spoke to no one except
the cross on the wall. | prayed very sincerely. On these words, which | often did not understand:diepelifé not
only on heaven, but also here on earth. We went to church for Sunday Mass and Communion, but Confession, Novenas
and Vespers were held in the chapel at the mansion. The priest who heard our confessions had escaped from Germany
and hidden wh the Sisters of the Resurrection becéuaeh i ¢ h  we dhe lthd been bdenradew. Germans also
confessed to him because he spoke good German and even had a German last name. How were they to know that a Jew
was hearing their confessions?

We went tahe village school, but the nuns gave us extra lessons in Latin and German. They also taught us embroidery
and to make play things out of paper and straw. They arranged games and theatricals for us. They darned our stockings
and repaired our clogs. Thewwed for us and treated our flu, hepatitis, and scarlet fever. They went into the countryside
to ask for milk and potatoes and flour for us. We didn

76 United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Photo Archives, Internet:
<http://digitdassets.ushmm.org/photoarchives/detail.aspx?id=1154154>.
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stomach. My face grew thin, my nose langad fear showed in my eyes, and | looked nothing like Shirley Temple any
more.

I went to my mother to Warsaw fdowP]toakime td theycscus wiievelthe [ J ol a
antics of the acrobats filled me with dread, and to theizia where | sat even more anxiously because everything was in

German and | only saw Germans around me. Once they sen
Vol ksdeutsche. A mo me nt |l ater, theitdRPépWaheer iFmmedHast
back to Stara WieS and | never went there any more. My

Janas6s grandmother came once and took her btiedko f or Ea:

save Krysia, but one of the Germans told them to desist because it could end up badly for the whole boarding school. |

donét remember her face. She was nine years old, the s
We were not taught hatrédnly love, above all for the Loktbesus. Bubatredwas stronger. Especially when coupled

with love. Because how could you love the tormented Jesus, and not hate those who betrayed Him? And how strong must

the hatred have been i f even | it t|pactwththesChrstiadGodthasl was b e

would never ba Jew and that, in exchange, no one would hate me. That was Easter 1944.

Anot her Jewish girl who was accepted by the Resurrtr
Wigr - w was | manld28.Bhesurveved the iaband was reclaimydeer uncle. She recalled her

stay there favourabl{/.Other Jews who were taken ot assistedn other waysby theResurrectionist Sisters
includedwer e EIl Ubi eta Sobel man, Bohwtz. Gatmansaind BeddeThea nd  E v &
Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natienisimes 4 and Foland Part 1, pp.349, 4590; Part 2,

p.753.)

[ 1] Elzbieta [ElI Ubieta] Sobel man was 11 yearherfainded when
had asked Krystyna Klarzuk, a former acquaintance of his, to take care of his daughter. Klarzuk, a young married
woman with a baby who lived in central Warsaw, welcomed the young orphan and looked after her devotedly without
expecting anythinin return. Although the neighbors soon became suspicious, Klarzuk refused to be intimidated by their
threats and blackmail. After obtaining Aryan papers for Elzbieta, she enrolled her at an institution run by the
Resurrectionist (Zmartwychwstanki) nunsgnéshe continued to look after her and watch out for her safety. Elzbieta

was transferred to a transit camp for Poles who were e
orphanage belonging to the RGO [eRgetay]. BExzfietavenmmine® imihe k u Ec z ¢
orphanage until the suppression of the Warsaw Uprising in the summer of 1944, when she was deported to Pruszkow

[ Pruszk-w] with the rest of Warsawbs popul alyreached Aft er
the village of Chorowice in the county of Skawina, CrafoW r a kdistric{. Although Elzbieta lost contact with

Klarzuk, the ties between them were renewed immediately after the liberation in January 1945 and continued for many

more years.

[2] Aldona Lipszyc, a widow who had been married to a Jew and lived with her seven children in Warsaw, owned a farm

and house in Ostrowek [ Ostr. - wek], in the county of Rad
[Polish Socialist Party] and as known for her progressive views. During the war, Lipszyc, guided by humanitarian
principles, which overrode considerations of personal safety or economic hardship, helped her Jewish friends by
offering them shelter in her home. The first to stay indpartment in Warsaw was Helena Fiszhaut, an old school

friend who had escaped from the ghetto during the ksgde Aktion in August 1942. Thanks to her ties with the Polish
underground, Lipszyc was able to provide Fiszhaut with Aryan papers and fiagdiewith a Polish family as a maid.

In the fall of 1942, a woman introducing herself as Ol ¢
come from Pr zemys| -ydarld daegmgrEval follaning the advice of d nButuead@aintance.

Lipszyc gave Grosfeld a warm welcome, and looked after her until she was driven out of the city with the rest of

War sawbés popul ation following the Warsaw Uprising in Au
to an institition for war orphans run by the Zmartwychwstanki [ResurrecttpBisters, where she stayed under an

assumed identity until the liberation. [Aldona Lipszyc also sheltered a number of other Jews.]

[3] During the war, Irena Stelmachowska lived in Warsaithwer two daughters, Wanda and Aleksandra. In winter

1942, Irena offered Eva Schutz and heryEarold son, Jan, shelter in her apartment. Eva and Jan, who had false
papers in the names of Ewa and Jan Sa rdmachekthe Nutmargof e sc ap e
Resurrection in Zoliborz [toliborz] with the help of an

" Testimony of Irena Bialer, August 10, 1948, Archive ofiaeish Historical Institute (Warsawgcordgroup 301, numbet109
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Il renads address [the cont &% Evaand3an sayed waith the Stelmaahowske$ [ski st er
until the end of the Warsaw Uprising in October 1944, w
After the war, Eva and Jan left Poland.

Hania Azner was a young girl when the war broke out. She lived with her family in the Warsougtie a
Catholic friend of her fatherds provided them witdt
ghetto, Hania was placed in a boarding school in t
ofOurLordJesusChrist under her new identity of Anna ZakoSci ¢
and the chaplain, but she was never asked about her baptism. She recalls an episode that occurred when a
revolt broke out in the Warsaw ghetto. (Hanigrfer,H a n i a 6[Gaulfigla South, Victoria, Australia:

Makor Jewish Community Library, 2000], p.143.)

One night, Sister Wawrzyna came into the dormitory afte
the windows, 0 a nhbckeut artaids: Ehey caulsl al dee a iechgbow over the fields to the South.
iThat i s the Ghett o, burning, 0 she said. AThere was an

heroes fighting and dying there. o
Ani a stood t htevase longrtimesbeforethey went back td their beds. It was thaprd, 1943

After an illness which required hospitalization in December 1943, through the efforts of a priest, Father Rodak,

who helped place Jewish children in convents, Hania vias ti a hostel for teenagerswa r s &OWo s

Town, run by the Sisters of Holy Family of Nazareth, where she met another Jewish girl, Joasia Ravicz
(Rawicz) After the failed Warsawprising of August 1944, the two Jewish girls, escorted by Sister Jadwiga,
made their way to Cznstochowa. They wegmwdrefedandt he Pa
lodgedtemporarily in a hospicéfterwards, he girls were accepted at a boarding school, also run by the

Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth, isth housedibout a dozen Jewish girls from Warsaw. After the war

Hania was reunited with her mother. Her memoir mentions other Jewish children hidden in convents: her
cousin Halina Ajzner (Wengielek)n a convent in Maciejowice near Warsaw run by the 1Sisfahe Family

of Mary,Halina Kszypoffand the sisters Judy and TQ@eaboardings c hool i n t ol i borz run
the Resurrectioonf Our Lord Jesus Christ

Mi c hal Hef er , then turakowska, was born in Warsaw
Rabbhnical Court. After her mother and brother were seized by the &wimthe Warsaw ghettder father

entrusted brto a Polish woman, a family friend, who kept her for about a year. When this woman sensed that

it was becoming more dangerous, she placed the child with the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration of

the Blessed Sacrament, who had a convent in the New Town Market Sdichiad remembesthe nuns with

great fondness, fiFor me t h ®puringehel®44¥arsaw Wpsising, i@ mu c h
convent vasbombed by the Germams August 3killing 36 nunsfour priests, and about one thousand

civilians, among them Jews, who had taken rethgee

Maria Winnicka was part of a network of Poles in Warsaw who found hiding places for Jews. One of the many
Jews she hel ped was Zsglpohteather aBdzaotroaohmatisniatics textdooks.iHg
eventually found shelter with nuns in the Wola district, but perished during the 1944 Warsaw Ubrising.

Aviva Ungerwasan 11yearold Warsaw school girl when the war broke.@itowing up shewasexposed to
Catholic practices by the familyds Catholic servan
Aviva states that fAher knowl edge Avivaandher[mbtaer,h ol i ci ¢
widow, moved to the ghetto it940.Shortly afterhermother had a stroke that left her partially paralyzed.

"8 The Stelmachowski Family, The Polish Righteous, Internet: <htipwiaprawiedliwi.org.pl/en/family/482,thstelmachowski

family/>.

®EwaKurekDzi eci Uy dows:kiled zwi &g alsezEsokriacchh zgromadze@® zakonnych w ak
w latach 19391945(Lublin: Clio, 2001; Lublin: Gaudium, 2004151 53.

80 Maria Winnicka, The Polish Righteous, Internet: <http://www.spraliviedrg.pl/pl/family/757, winnickamaria/>.
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Aviva had to steal food in order to survi¥@ne daythe Germans shot her mother. With the helpfafaily,

Aviva escaped from the gheitn1942by crawling through the sewse Shewvas taken t@ Catholic convent

where she lived withnunsdent i fi ed as Sacr® Coeur Sisters. This
did not have @onvent in Warsaw. Alewishinformer recognized Avivas a Jewvhile she was ridingni a

streetcarand turned heoverto the Gestapo. & wasbeatento extract information, but she said nothing.

Risking his life, gpriest from the convent savédiva by vouching forher CatholicbackgroundAfter her
releaseAviva was taken to Germany as aiBblfarm workerShe returned to Polanfter the warand later

left for Israel®* (Anton Gill, The Journey Back From Hell: Conversatiavith Concentration Camp Survivors

[London: Grafton Books, 1988], 2v78.)

O6When the war biyeadold Warsaw schoolgirlal svasalready dn orphan, since my father died just
before |I was born. We were moved to the ghetto a year a
was the conclusion of all the culture and education that haden@ermany such a country to admire, then what were
her own $worthe\@hen vieedme te the ghetto, matters got worse for her, and she had a stroke which left her
half-paralysed. She had lost the will to fighAt for me, | continued to go to sa in the ghetto, and to ti@ymnasium
there.

6 T homenday they shot my mother.

6ln 1942 | was able to escape, through the kind acti ol
happened. She smuggled in 200 o t y swith whith bwayaple to pay a guide to take me out through the sewers. |
was taken to a teaching order of nuns in Warsaw, at the

and stayed there until Easter 1$about the time of the Warsaw Ghetto Idprg. Then, coincidentally, | was

recognized on a tram by a Jew who was a police spy, and betrayed to the Gestapo. | then spent four days in the Gestapo

HQ where they hit and kickedermeaselessly to get information out of me about the Jewish resistanceea s n 6t yet q
15. They werendédt human, those Gestapo. And dondt make
Nazis: all Germans were Nazis.

61 was saved by the Polish priest att athbleadpetsanallf he con
baptized me as a baby, that he had known my parents, that | came from a long line of Catholics; that | was now an
orphan in the conventdéds care. All this he swore on the
betoo hot for me to remain in Poland, so | arranged to have myself transported for war work to Germany. However,
that was another problem, becawséot of Jews tried to save themselves in that way [i.e., posing as Polish Catholics
and hoping not to be regaoized by anyone]. On the way | was saved by a Polish prostitute who was on the same
transport. We were travelling by ordinary passenger train, and twa@n@srman sailors, | think started looking at
me. | knew they suspected | was a Jewess: two minuties aarouple of Jewish girls had been picked off the train and

shot . This prostitute said to the sailors, AiWhat are y
AiSure, and shebs a virgin. Shebsl i ygoowrd diorrl .yoo uT,h e usta ii
prostitute didnét say a word to me directly. Only | C o

Three teenaged sistérdVanda, Helen and Teresa Neim@&anknanaged to hide during the raid on the ghetto in
Radomska n Oct ober 1942, in which their parents were f
friend of their fatherds, sent a messenger from th

81See also the testimony of Aviva Unger, Yad Vashem Archives, file 0.33C/3/4297. Jewish agents and informers for thedsestapo an

Kripo were common both inside and outside the ghdteeeli historian Yehuda Bauhas acknowledged thlwish agents caused
Atremendous dama g ®Kethinkigd¢he Holbeahfiled Haved and leondpn: Yale University Press, 2001), 148. On

their activities, see Mark Palatterns of Cooperation, Collaboration and Betrayd@ws, Germans and Poles in Occupied Poland

during World War Il,Internet: <http://glaukopis.pl/pdf/iczytelnia/PatternsOfCooperationCollaborationAndBetrayal.pdf>. In some
caseshoweverPoles have been wrongly accused in this regard. In his memoir, Aep@rahowski recounts his arrest in Warsaw

by theSicherheitspolizeisecurity police) after one of their informers, a Jew from his native Lublin, recognized him. Ironically, the
Polish fiBlued police, to whom Br orarpsafskkepingnpaosed to berhid sadours.\staff by t |
sergeant Wacgaw Nowi Bski not only rescued Bronowskilws.but Nowi
SeeAlexander BronowskiThey Were FeiNew York: Peter Lang, 1991), B83. See also his accountBartoszewski and Lewin,

Righteous Among Nations42 44.Yet Mordecai Paldiel, a historianthie Yad Vashem Institute in Jerusalem, repeatedly covers up

the fact that it was a Jew who betrayed Alexander Bronowski, eventhoughPa2 | f i nds ti me to describe B
publicationsPaldiel is so preoccupied with railinganstCh r i st i an Poles that, in connection w
bl ame on-Sfelnm deals 6amtnid f or giomgl ameJaesw roen atdhdes :s tfirSepeott th Se# b e c o me
Paldiel, The Righteous Among the Natipr289 90; Mordecai PaldielSheltering the Jews: Stories of Holocaust Rescuers
(Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1996), 53, 153 (twice).
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ghetto and braght toa safe house in Warsaw. Wandas taken to Warsaw first by@aung man by train. The

remaining sisters were cared for by the Loszek family, who were friends of the Neimark family, for several
weeks. Henr yk WHelebhd ardWsrésind teok theen by traak to his apartmantarsaw.

The sisters were given false identity documenis Wanda and Helena found jobs and rented a room. Since
Teresa had dark Semitic features, she did not ventusdautelena approached the superior of a
unidentifiedconvent and requested hettake Teresm, giving her a highly improbable account, namely, that

her finieced had suffered memory | oss after contrac
prayers.Although in all likelihood the superior did not believe this guides accepted Teresa. Teresa
remained in the convent until the Warsaw Uprising broke out in August 1944. Helena removed her from the
convent and the three sistersrelocatedto BiZskor - | wher e t hey worked in a Ge
While at the cavent, Teresa became acquainted with another Jewish girl, Krzysia, who also survived the
war#

Often parents were not informed of the whereabouts of their childrenveresheltered in convents in order

to protect the security of everyone participatimghese perilous undertakings. Bernard Goldstein, a Bundist
leader from Warsaw, describes the following cases. (Bernard Goldeteir§tars Bear Witnegsondon:
Victor Gollancz, 1950], pp.157, 1687, 239)

In the same tenement lived Comrade Chaimoyitaimerly an official of our cooperative movement. Now he was liaison
man between the Judenrat and the Tranferstelle, which supplied the ghetto food allotment. He had the right to visit the
Aryan side, wearing a uniform cap with a blue ribbon and a Stéravid.

I went up to visit Chaimovitch and found him and his wife greatly agitated. He had just returned from smuggling their
tenyearol d daughter out pf the ghetto. A Christian friend
convet somewhere in Poladdwhere, he was not permitted to know for fear that he might disclose the dangerous
secret.

6The child did not want to go to the Christians, 0 Chai
to stay with us. If oufate is to die, she wanted to die with us. It was only with great difficulty and against her will that

we were able to get her across. o He wrung his hands. i
My guide took me to a small thregom apartmat on the first floor. Mr. and Mrs. Chumatovsky, with whom | was to

stay, worked in the [armament ] factory. é

In a tiny room in the apartment I f oyearald dZughter, &lsa. [ Zal ma

Friedrych himself lived elsdwe r e é .
Five-yearold Elsa was a pretty, active blond child who blue eyes radiated life and spirit. She could not understand
why we had to remain constantly cooped up in our small room, not even going for a walk in the courtyard. In other
ways, howeveshe was sometimes frightened by here awareness of the dangerous situation.
Someti mes | would forgetfully |l apse into Yiddish. The
|l anguage. Dondét you reali zearpitinPolisbans our | ives?0 she w
Elsa would sit at the window, watching other children at play in the yard. Often she would cry. Fearful of attracting
attention, her mother would try to quiet the girl. Sometimes the only way was to stuff a handkerchief intorthettittle

The childés crying made our | andlady very nervous. The
we would be discovered. She had heard terrible tales of how the Germans stamped out the lives of little Jewish children
with theirbot s, and then shot the mothers and their Gentile

The nervous anxiety soon began to tell on our hostslanddlady was often in tears. Her hysteria multiplied our own
fears. Together with our hostge began to cast about for a way inigtlittle Elsa might be removed to safety. Our
landlord had a sister who was Mother Superior in a convent near Crhcw a kWewlécided to send the child to
her.
Mrs. Chumatovsky went there first to discuss the project and to make the necesseygragats. When she returned
with a favourable answer, we prepared the girl for the
were other children with whom she could play outdoors and have lots of fun. For several days our landtadii¢aug
child how to say prayers in preparation for her new life and new name under the crucifix. The child slowly accustomed
herself to the new role. Her intuitive understanding of the danger which hung over her and her mother drove her to do
her bestSheseemed to know instinctively that all this was necessary to avert a terrible catastrophe.

82 Testimony of Helen Fagin (Helena Neimark§hoah Foundation Institute Visual History Archivdniversity of Southern
California, Interview code 11964
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With a heavy heart, her |lips pressed tightly together

Mrs. Chumatovsky stayed with the drlt the convent for several days. Elsa would not let her leave. She wept and
pleaded not to be left alone. When the child was somewhat calmer Mrs. Chumatovsky was able to return.

Exactly where the convent was, the Chumatovsky, of course, refusedmocsayg of arrest the parents might not be
able to endure the torture and might give the information to the Germans, bringing tragedy to the convent and all its
inmates. Besides, the parents, in their anxiety, might attempt to communicate with taachifvittingly betray the
secret. The Chumatovskys obtained a Catholic birth cert
over her.

Just before the Warsaw Uprising of August 1944:

We also managed to take little Elsa Friedrych outefconvent near Cracov K r a kwvhevelshe had been hidden.

The child of our heroic Zalman Friedrych was now completely alone; her father had perished in a gun fight with the
Gestapo, her mother had been killed in Maidanek [Majdanek]. She was later btoulé United States and adopted

by American comrades.

In actual fact, Zygmunt Fedryctd daughter, who usedtmea me E | Uu n i aatthewrahmnagelfe | t e r e
the Franciscan Mi ssi onwhosyactities dresdesesribed faterltibaek Bdelman, Z a mo S
one of the leaders of the ghetto revolt, is said to have collected the child after the lif2ration.

Whether or not a Jewish child should be christened also proved to be a contentious matter that was not always
easy to resolve. In order to blend in, a Jewish child in a Catholic institution or passing as a Christian in a
Catholic milieu needed to receitlee sacraments together with the other children. To do so without incurring
sacrilege required that the child be baptized. This often posed a dilemma for nuns and priests, as well as for the
parents of the Jewish child. (Goldst€elie Stars Bear Witnegsp.224 25.)

I am reminded of an incidefione of hundredswhich occurred in the family of Shierachek, the former Jewish
policeman, my fellow tenant on Grzibovska [Grzybowska Street in Warsaw]. His sister was a servant in a Christian

home in Waver [Waweg suburb of Warsaw]. Naturally she had to act the part of a Catholic. Regularly each Sunday

she attended church and participated in the religious ceremonies with her neighbors. Herywdeeid daughter

lived with her, under the protectionofhereoy@r s 8 daughter, a schoolteacher. Sup,
been arrested by the Nazis, and she had been placed in the custody of the teacher. The girl was raised as a Christian.

The mother, although not at all religious, was deeply eamed about the child. She feared that in time the little girl
would forget that she was a Jew and begin to feel truly like a Christian. She would thus be lost to the Jewish people.

Before her school examination, the little girl had to go to the pfastommunion with all the other students. The
teacher, a deeply religious woman, refused stubbornly to be a party to this deception. Her convictions would not permit
her to send a Jewish child who had not been converted to such a holy ceremony. Iternallettayal of her own
religious faith.

The teacher consulted two other priéstie priest at the school was permitted to know nothing about it. One of them
told her that his convictions would not permit him to baptize the girl under compulsion.ctimel seonsidering the
desperate situation of the child, agreed to perform the ceremony.

Now the mother was assailed by doubts. She was afraid that the impressiveness of the ritual would give her child the
final push toward Catholicism. In her anxietyestame to Grzibovska to consult with her brother, Marek Edelman, and
myself. Hard and bitter, Marek was inclined to oppose the whole idea on the ground that it was tantamount to
capitulation. Child or adult, he was damned if he would recommend knucktiegtorthose Nazi bastards. To hell with
them! But the more conservative counsel of Shierachek and myself prevailed. To save her life, the child must be baptized.

Decisions to shelter Jews in convents of nuns were often made unilaterally by the geperif the order

or by the superior of particular conventSister Maria Zenona od Zbawiciela (Sister Mary Zenona of the
Redeemer, or Ludwika Dobrowolska), the superior general of the @rdeisters of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed VirgiMary (Siostry Ni epokal anego Poczihicia NajSw
commonly known as Siostry Niepokalapkvas wel | i nf or med of the order6s

8 Adam KopciowskiZa g gada ¢y d - (bubliw WydawniztSacUniwersytetu Marii Curi8k jodows ki ej, 2005)
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wholeheartedlyln theo r d ®/aréas convent oKazimierzowska Street, the decisitinshelter Jews/as

made coll egially. The superior, Sister Wanda Garcz
nuns to a meeting which began with a reading of the Gospel of St. John, chapter 15, verses 13 to 17, that
begins, fAGrheantoermanovtehana t hi s, that he | ay down hi s
command you, that you -Lesikrecordsithe eveny asmbovimgly.retatedtoveer b)k u r e k
Sister Maria Ena who t ook peandthe Social Béichgtoend @& dewishi t i on
Children Saved by Womeno6s RidI9i4&dimAlseurndoftPaisilswishn Pol a
StudieqOxford: Basil Blackwell for the Institute for Polisfewish Studies, 1988)plume 3 at page 247.

It was 194243. The school on Kazimierzowska had been closed. The SS was based in a huge block opposite our house,
where the RGO [Central Relief Council] kitchen was open and functioning almost without a break. The people, too,
came in a constant stre@nchildren, young people, adults with canisters for soup. Only for soup? For everything.
Kazimierzowska pulsated with Edrom the nursery to the university. Amongst the hive of activity there were also
Jewesses. Real ones. With red, curly hair, freckled, withhjprent ears and unusual eyes. Thoroughbreds. There could

be no mistake. It was wethown that concealing a Jew meant the death sentence.

The sister knew that other orders had already been warned and searched. So she hid nothing, withheld nothing. She
called us together. She began the conference by reading
did not wish to jeopardise the house, the sisters, the community. She knew what could be awaiting us. There was no
thought of self. She kw: you should love one another as | have loved you. How? So that He gave His Life.

| lowered my head. | did not dare look at the other sisters. We had to decide. If we said one word, openly, honestly

admitted to fear for our own skins, ourownlivesgt | i ves of so many sisters, the co
for a few Jewesses? It was our decision whether or not they would have to leave.
Silence.

No one stirred. Not a single breath. We were ready. We would not give up the Jewligmckile would rather die,
all of us. The silence was overwhelndnge did not look at each other. The sister was sitting with closed eyes, her
hands folded over the Gospel. We were ready.

We got up. We did not even pray together as we normally do. kVeowehapel. We felt light and joyful, though very
grave. We were ready.

More than a dozen Jewish girls found refuge at the boarding school run Bigtiies of the Immaculate

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Maoy Kazimierzowska Street in Warsawhe e Rev. Br oni sgav
was the chaplailAmong them was Joanf@dczak, born in 1934 to a Polish father and a Jewish méthana

(n®e Mo r whk bad cooverjed and married in the Evangelical (Augsburg) faith. Joanna, like her
mother, was considered be a Jew under German racial laws. Joanna was brought to the school in the spring

of 1942.0ther students atthe seho wer e awar e of JoannalJo&ahhaQicaak 6s Jew
Ronikier,In the Garden of Memory: A Family Mem@iondon: Weidenfad and Nicolson, 2004], 2583)

| remember Nena [i.e., Irena Grabowska, a member of the Home Army] well. It was she who took me, on the advice of
the Sisters of the Order of the | mmacul ate Ca&zowskapt i on,
Street in Warsaw.

| can clearly see my first encounter with that place. | am standing on the threshold of a huge gymnasium, holding
l renadés hand tightly. The shining fl oor s madsdleggedhf fr esh
all staring curiously at the new girl. | am dying of embarrassment and fear. For the first time in my life | must remain
alone in a new place, with strange people. | want to tear away from Irena and run home crying, but | know it is not
possibh e . There is no home,0myndyriafndimoé makésamsséenabubeve
behavioud | shall compromise myself in the eyes of these girls for ever, and that will not help me at all. So | take the
first conscious decisionofyn ent i re | i f e: I |l et go of I renads hand and
somersault, then a second, and a third, and keep on rolling until | end up at the other end of the room. The girls clap and
the nuns laugh. | know | have worethhearts, | feel accepted, and thus safe.

That was when | found a way of coping with Iife by hid
into pretending to be a resourceful, cheerful child and into amusing everyone aroundasahe special skill of many
occupationera children. None of the dozen or so Jewish girls hidden at the convent, some of whom already had terrible
experiences behind them, ever despaired or showed their sadness or fear about the fate of theedofée arying
was done at night. The day went by as normally as could be, like before the wamassed with all sorts of activities.

The nuns were gentle and smiling. Nowadays | cannot understand how on earth such extraordinary calm and
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cheerfulnes prevailed in that ark sailing on the oceans of the occupation nightmare, when absolutely everything going
on inside the convent carried the risk of death. They were not just hiding Jewish children, but also teaching subjects
banned by the Nazis. Thereresecret study groups for secondaghool pupils, secret university lectures, a priesthood
[chaplaincy] for Home Army soldiers, contacts with the underground, help for prisoners and people deprived of a living,
and food for malnourished Jews who had gesthfrom the Ghetto. Courageous and composed, the nuns were only
people, after all, and must sometimes have been terrified at the thought of what would happen if the Germans discovered
just one of those cri mes. Ev epaysedomrto dhildrenwidow Hichtlvey reaasgetd v a du
protect us from fear? They did not hide the danger from us. Frequent alarm practices prepared the schoolchildren for
surprise raids by the Germans. When an internal bell rang during lessons, we gatheredxthelpyoks for Polish and
history from our desks doubtpiick and shoved them into a special storage spacsort of cloakrooramong our shoe
bags and gym kits, where we always put them away after school anyway. Sometimes the alard thias thalnuns
hid the endangered children in the enclosure. | am told that | once sat inside the altar for a few hours during one such
search, but I cannot remember. By then | was already thoroughly versed in conspiracy. | knew by heart all the new facts
in each successve f ake identity card. This time my mother was
grandmot her had becomeinhaw, olwor dawighg etrids mamédedul i a Ol
fatherds | ate mother. aMy agr &mid moah8ads ckiast a®eFPgpo &s k a,
Guni EGsk in Byelorussia, was no |l onger her sister, but |j
Stani sgaw. Luckily he was stil ler, beeause isudaughaersdkarolimahandc h ma d
Stefania, who had two different surnames and were not apparently related to each other or to their parents, were always
making blunders and were incapable of hiding their family connections. It was all very cdetplica

What did | tell my schoolmates at the boarding school about myself? | do not think anyone ever asked me any
guestions, which is amazing, because everyone knows how full of curiosity little girls can be. Evidently the nuns issued a
strict ban on taking about personal matters. That must be why | had no idea about the situation and origin of the other
pupils. How many secrets those little heads must have been hiding. How many lies they must have contained. How much

information as seemingly basicassof s f i r st name, surname and family addre
their memories to avoid revealing them accidtmtbase!l | y and
condition for mental sanifyhad been replaced withtteat egor i cal order: O6Forget who vy
e | D evhioh was a lifesaver, but later on, after the war, made life immensely complicated, because it was hard to
recover onebs |l ost identity.

Once every two weeks | ed my family, whower st i | | l'iving in Piast: - w. Il rene
and take me home. &

The convent refectory smelled of ersatz coffee and slightly burned porridge, while little girls chased up and down the
corridors laughing. The whole boarding scheas absorbed in preparing a Nativity play for Shrovetide. The play was
entirely written and compwacay byzZMiisa Rosti waoOogshka kawi f
of Culture after independence was regained in 39880 rehearsed ourles with us. The show was to be performed
before an audience from the city: relatives and friends of the pupils. The little girls of Jewish origin were also eager to
take part, so the good Miss Zosia came up with the idea that they would appear asaduherexotic Three Kings.

Coloured turbans and makg would disguise their Semitic looks. | was a Negro page and, all bapkédould freely

show off my gymnastic skills. Nowadays the-fiestd accounts that Sister Ena has collected in her potblere Love

Matured into Heroismiemind me of other, less amusing adventures. Anna Kaliska writes:
One day three Volksdeutsch appeared in the parlour with a demand to hand over the little Olczak girl, whose
mother was a Jew. They demanded an inspection tifeathildren, and had come with precise instructions.
Sister Wanda [ Garczy&ka] |l ocked the Iittle girl and
enclosure on the second floor, and the rest had to file into the parlour. Then theytbéwspect the house, first
the ground floor, then the first floor. Sister Wanda showed them round. Her explanation that the enclosure was
on the second floor and that access there was forbidden by the rules of the Order was passed over in silence, and
the three Germans started to go up the stairs. We remained on the first floor. | can still hear their heavy footsteps
todayd | can remember the appalling féawe knew all too well what would happen to her and the children.
Some sisters were praying in thepkl as the footsteps approached the door of the enclosure. Then there was a
monent 6s silence, and we heard Sister Wanda cal mly
enclosure. 6 And again ther e wthisgamungushne imsideyshaddiedwhi ¢ h
and gone still. And then footsteps coming down the stairs, as they were gone.

At that point, at the nunsdé request l rena Grabowska t
Pruszk-w. &

According to he list, my mother and grandmother spent that terrible Easter at Tworki, where they lived from March to
June 1943. ¢é The nuns had taken me back again. The girl
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including those of Jewish origin, Wit t hei r parentsé consent, i f they were st
any. My secular family approved of the Catholic education that was instilled into me at the convent, besides which | had
been christened before the war.

Yetthemns did not force any of the girls in -Rdésenblum, char ge
who in September 1942 saved her little niece from the Ghetto and brought her to Kazimierzowska Street, writes in her
memoi r s: A Wi t teltytSister Wgndaseaakedeme if | weuld gree to Jasia being christened and taking Holy
Communion, assuring me that it was the childbés ardent v
any objections, please rest assured thatmy dttéau t o Jasi a wi | | not be changed and

Jasiabs mother had been deported from the Ghetto earl:i
last moment and must have been killed there. | had no ideambouts c hool fri endds experi ences
them, and if she cried, it was only when no one could see. We were both very excited about our First Communion. We
wrote down our sins on cards, so that, God forbid, we would not forget them duriegsionfVe spent hours at our
prayers in the chapel, and now and then we ran to one ¢
jolly, lively little girls, enjoying |life, as if they |

On 3 June 1943 the day of our Firsbi@munion came. Some photographs of the ceremony have survived. In one of
them seven little girls in white sacramental vestments are posing for the éaitisridne classic souvenir picture, taken
by a professional photographer. Five of the girls in thetphmaph are Jewish. | am astounded by the courage, and at
the same time the sensitivity, of the nuns. They heroically regarded hiding these children as their Christian duty. They
treated the inevitable threat of death as a consequence of their decisiovh@e did they get the motherly sensibility
that prompted them, amid the-allirrounding danger, to give us a little joy? Not just spiritual but also secular, the kind
little girls should havd somehow they knew we had to look pretty in our white dresaeg, to measure and decorated
with embroidery, that we had to have little white garlands on our heads, our hair twisted into curls, and that we must
have a souvenir of that memorable day. Those photographs, and | have several at home, always moveeaine with
festivity and solemnity, absurd, it would seem, in those awful times.Or maybe the photos had some other, hidden aim?
Perhaps they were supposed to save us in the event of danger, to convince the people who came for us that as ardent
Catholics we didhot deserve to die? If that was what the provident nuns intended, | feel even greater emotion as | gaze
at our earnest little faces. We all survived. Thank God.

Another Jewish rescuead the Warsaw convent of tt&isters of the Immaculate Conception af Blessed
Virgin Mary wasFelicia Riesel. (Gutman and Bend&he Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Nations,
volume 4:Poland,Part 1, p.99.)

I n 1941, i mmedi ately after the German occupation of L w
decided to help their Jewish acquaintances who had studied at the university with Maria before the occupation. After the
ghetto was sealed off, the Bocheneks took food to David Riesel, a Jewish doctor, and his family. Maria also gave her

birth certificate b a Jewish woman named Susanna Glowiczower, which made it possible for her to move to Warsaw.
Bronislaw, who was forced to flee because of hisNeaft views, settled in Cracow [actually, Warsaw], where he was

later joined by Maria. The Bocheneks contidukeir good work in Cracow [Warsaw], offering shelter to Riesel, his

wife, Lea, and their siyearold daughter, Felicia, who had escaped from the Lwow ghetto. Since the Bocheneks were

on the Gestapob6s fAWantedo | i svent[onKadmierzowaka 8t.abslonging&onhe f er r e
Sisters of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin®f{flamhile her parents fled to Warsaw. The Bocheneks
themselves also fled to Warsaw, after finding an apartment in Lwow for the three membefgrdiséawski family,

who also sought refuge with them. The Bocheneks | ikewi ¢
hounded by the Gestapo, first in their Cracow home and later in their Warsaw home. In Warsaw, the Bocheneks helped
Profes o r Henryk Gl owiczower, Susannaés husband, who was

Throughout the occupation, the Bocheneks saw to all the needs of their Jewish acquaintances who sought refuge with
them. They took special care of Lea Rieshh was in the throes of a nervous breakdown, and her daughter, Felicia,

who had taken ill at the convent and required hospitalization. In undertaking these selfless acts of courage, the
Bocheneks were guided by an unwavering sense of loyalty to thedfsfrien

Conditions at the boarding schamh Kazimierzowska Streetere described by Zuzanna Sienkiewicz, a
frequent visitor, in her account in Bartoszewski and LeRighteous Among Natipat pages 36®%1.

In those horrible times SisterWandaGar czy EGska] radiated | ove of her neighb

84Grynbergk si iga spr4owi edl i wych,
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enemy was not forgotten in her ardent prayers, in her begging God for forgiveness for the crimes being committed
incessantly in those t i meSister Wamdawas ihchardgeatshe time wgs that af hidingn s 6 o

little Jewish girls. She took them into the boarding sc
but others had very prominent Semitic features. These poor little onkEbsdisappear into prearranged hiding places
whenever there was a visit by the Germans. Some O6Aryanbd

it was so difficult to get an education for children, a Catholic school could be filled witiCatholic children to the

detriment of Polish Catholics. Sister Wanda was convinced that she was behaving righteously but, like all people truly

great in spirit, she was very humble and she decided to seek the advice of a wise priest on this matteerittat

Father [ Stanisgaw] Trzeciak came to Kazimierzowska St . |
firm, against the influence of the Jewish faith on our Polish psyche. For many he was the steadardvhose public
utteranceshey used to justify their an8emitic actions. Then, when Sister Wanda presented the entire argument and the

reproaches which she had suffered for her actions, Fath
is the danger to thesetlitt e Cat holic girls if you do not have room fc
6They will study in worse conditions or they may even
060And what danger would there be to the others if you v
60You knoweviFtadthlee ,déat h. 6

0Therefore, Sister, you do not have the rightdtdto hesit
the Iittle Jewesses, 6 answered the priest.

These are facts which | know f inadditiorg i ksotv thatin &llgha domése®f own a
the Nuns of the Order of the | mmacul ate Conception, in

and older Jewish girls were hidden and sheltered and in urgent cases, so were their mothers.

In Kielce Voivodship | know of cases where an entire village knew that a Jew or Jewess were hiding out, disguised in
peasant clothes, and no one betrayed them even though they were poor Jews who not only could not pay for their silence
but had to be @, clothed and housed.

The aforementioned Rev. Stanisgaw Trzeciak, pastor
was reputedly the most outspoken &wimitic priest in interwar Poland, yet during the occupation he
demonstrated deep concern for the fate of egetau Jews, especialthildren® According to historian

Szymon DatnemRev. Trzeciakescued at least one Jewish cfifldccording to a statement submitted to Yad

Vashem by Tanchum Kupferblufna | i as St a nof SagdomierXlater a rastdé&nt ophreal he
asosheltered two Jews f r oXHenyFeaikel repored ihat Ise erncountered Bev.t h e v
Trzeciak when he went to St. Alexander Church on Three Crosses Square in Warsaw for food. Although the
priest recognized him as a Jewtteated him very well and gave him water and bf&ad.

Si ster Wanda GarczyE&ska is also remembered ,fondly
who found herself with her parentsWwa r s aletd Rolski The Germans concoctedschemdéo lure Jews

out of hiding by holding out a false promisepaésage to safe countriesround 2500 people came out of

their hiding places and moved to Hotel Polski. In July 1984y were transferred to théttel and Bergen

Belsen campgOn 15 July 1943, the 300 Jews remaining irhtstel without foreign passparivere executed

at Pawiak prison(l Anna CIl ar k e ,PolinRiJsima of PolgRlewisiaStudiesolume? (2002):

253 59)

And in Hot el Pol ski I saw my cousin Esther Syrkis é She
and thethree little daughters of the three sisters. Theydyazhange papers to go to Germany, and were getting ready to
| eave the next morning. With a pile of childrenb6s cl ottt

me of Sister Wanda.

8 TomaszSzaroth) progu Zaggady: Zaj Scia ant y Uywaosans Sicl, 2000), 4ApWajsleo my w o k
Jerzy MuszyEski, Ehcyd&dtioal d$ taa(RaBamaRdiskie dvyddunietwodncyklopedyczna, 2006),
volume 17, 214.

%t bi komwslkacy i tydzi podileds889.at8) N ni emi eckN 1939

87 Anna Poray,comp. and ed.Polish Righteas: Those Who Risked Their Livésternet: <ttp://www.savingjews.orgf
Cieslakowski, Jan.

8 Testimony of Henry Franke§hoah Foundation Institute Visual History Archiudajversity of Southern Californifnterview code
20142
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Sister Wanda had hidden her, her sistersand asisttraw of one of t hem. Found a
gardener in one of the monasteryés gardens. Most i mp
claimthem beforeecni ng t o the Hotel, the children were o6full o
6but alive and in one pieced6. 6Don6t write anything
hel p you, t oo, émomihgeshostly sefore the wholeggroopeleftin an orderly fashion. And to their
death, as we now know. A few hours later the Gestapo Marias came and took away everyone still in the Hotel.

When the trucks came | was standing in the wide entrance fgiie ldotel. Two girls in a party of workers passing
the gate on their way to register at a brick factory in
Hotel they |l et me go free €

My own meeting with Sister Wanda took pleate in he fall of that same yearhen | needed a place to stay. From a
dark street up a dark staircase and into a large dimly lit room where Sisters slept all across the floor. Soon | found a
mattress, too. OWhy are you rofskmemPdtlheadkedsSioft sro Wam
the God we have in commoné, she answered.

Soon Sister Wanda had a job for me. A country estate had asked for a governess fachdogboy. Sister Wanda
had confidence in my ability to teach the requiisubjects except one. | was to teach the boy religion.

¢ Here now in 1943 was a nun in her cell patiently tea
the mass, to fool her parishioners. The miracle of the mass was the fasticket stumbled over and over again, both
the fact and the significance of the fact that the transformation of the bread and of the wine was happening in front of my
eyes. &

At the estate, my lyearold student showed little enthusiafor study, seculeor religious, thus leaving me plenty of
time for the ponds, the woods and air of the countryside. Then on Sunday morning it was time for church.

Sister Wanda had warned me in Warsaw not to try to avoid going and | went. No one made any remarkg about m
behaviour either at church or | ater. But many eyebrows
excursion had | been inside a church, | ehavekhoawnmwhered ur i ng
to stand, to sit, tget up, make the sign of the cross or to kneel

n
0

Other memoirs also attest to Jelgaving the safety @bnventsor Hotel Polski®®

Lilian Lampert was cared for lifie Sisters of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Ftatyn
theirWarsss convent and then in their. (GuomavaadhBendeThe Sz y man
Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natigolsime 4:Poland,Part 1,pp227 28)

Sister Wanda GarczynskaG a r ¢ z wadihekpaofess of the Chaste Sisterspidl@lank® Sisters of the Immaculate
Conception] Nunnery in Warsaw, which served as a shelter for many Jews, especially children, during the war. One of

these children was Lilian Lampert, who was aptewartted i n
acquaintances of her parents. @Al was treated exactly |
of my adol escence. I was still l earning to play the pi
vacationss n Szymanow [ Szyman- w] , where the sisters ran a bo

sisters decided to move her there permanently, since Szymanow was a long way from Warsaw and therefore safer. She
was then able to see her mother, vilad managed to procure Aryan papers. Sister Wanda also helped Roza and Josef
Pytowski, who turned up in Warsaw with nowhere to stay
ghetto. Their daughter, Franciszka, asked Sister Wanda for helprentbund them a place to stay with two elderly

women who were in touch with the nunnery. The frightened women suspected that the Pytowskis were Jewish but Sister
Wanda did her best to allay their s usownnother. ShetaughtBdie t ook
how to behave naturally during services in the nunnery chapel as well as in the courtyard, where joint evening prayers
were conducted every day, o0 wrote Rosa [ sic] and Josef ¢
sheltered a Jewish girl and allowing her to join servic

®¥pavi d G°t zaerGilked)aeeovedeis youny daughter, Miriam or Micki, passing as Maria Kurkowska, from a convent

outside Warsaw, where she had been sheltered for about a year, when he and his wife left their separate hideoutfahtbteént to

Polski in July 1943Miraculously, all three of them survived after their deportation to BeBgdsen. See David Gilbert, as told to

Tim Shortridge and Michael D. Frounfelt&p Place To Run: A True Stoflyondon and Portland, Oregon: Vallentine Mitchell,

2002), 111, 113142, 159, 167Three teenaged girls from the Warsaw ghetto, Pnina, Dina and Ariela, who were placed in a convent

by Irena Adamowicz, a member of the Polish underground, in early 1943, left the safety of the convent for HotSleblslkd.

RufeiserS ¢ hperlPo Uegnani e Mi gej 18: Wspomnieni a( §Na Besadar]1996),126; y dows ki
Hella RufeiserS ¢ h ¢ pAbsehied von Mila 18: Als Ghettokurierin zwischen Krakau und Warsched | n: Scri ba Ver | ag
199
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In herYad Vashentestimony(File 2396b), Lilian Lampert (borim 1931) wrote:

The nuns knew of my identity and | retained my real name. They showed great courage by providing refugetfor a Jewis
child with red hair and Semitic features. é | was trea:
continued my piano lessons. Only my outings outside the compounds were curtailed, understandably, for my own safety.

Summers and holaly s wer e spent at t he avilagkdcatedestofMarsaw, at e it
where the nuns conducted a boarding school for hidg
hence seemed more secure, it was decided to transfer Liliapénaranently. Lilian was not the only Jewish

child there.

| remember, sometime in 19481 the arrival of anotherreth ai r ed girl , and the nunsd effc
attracted my curiosity. Her n a mime. Ble soo suaiged thewarK on] . That |

Lateron t he convent in Szyman-w was subj ec Patdftheo cons
convent 6s rdgusitibndditobidet seldiess. In the fall of 1944, Lilisempertwas sent to rejoin her
mot her, who was hiding in the village of Zarnby Ko
was liberated in February 1945. Lilian still affectionately remembers some of thehmuhad contact with
Sisterslrena, Brigida, Wanda, Teresa, @ata, Blanka, Bernarda, and athe chaplainRev. Franciszek

SkalskiThe superior of the convent in Szyman-w was Si
until 1943, and Sister Maria Assumpta od Jezusa (Maria Sapieha) from 1943 tdhié4mm gr egat i ond s
generalhousea s al s o | o c adnétleSupeariorGRreyaiSsterMana Zenonad Zbawiciela

(Ludwika Dobrowolska, fully endorsed the rescue activities carried out by the order

In her memoir| Was Onlya Doctor®Zof i a Saz y(mma@Es kRozenbl um), a renow
describes how she foustielter with the&Sisters of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin btary
Kazimierzowska Street in Warsaw, after leaving the Warsaw ghetto in August 1942. That convensserved a

centre for underground activities on behalfof Jews War s a w. Within a few weeks,

toasmall conventoftherd ul i ne Si sters of the Agonizing Heart o
Warsaw, where she lived until April 1945. She was accepted with the approval of thatcgng t i onds Mot
General Pia LeSniewska. In both convents, Dr. Szym

comfort from many nuns and priests (among them Rev
difficult moments). Nane attempted to convert hBrressed as a postulant she would walk ardoedillage

askingabout the end of waA Blue policeman, alarmed about her safety, asked the nuns to keep herhidden.
Althoughre ws o f her stay at ,lbaebetrayeder, ot evendwdnyy Gérmao w n
military unit was at one point -ywgaralrd emieedc d ,n JXarei rca
Kon (changed to Kaniewska), who had a very Semitic appearance, was sheltered by the Sisters of the
Immaculae Virgin Mary on Kazimierzowska Street in Warsaw, anith@irb o ar di ng school s in
Szyman- w, outside War saw, where more than a dozen
boarding school i n Szyman -rges wee Jesvs, asware the hireld belp, theh e i r
parents of the other students and many villagers. None of the Christian parents removed their children from the
school despite the potential dangers, and in fact many of them contributed to the upkeep dftituhiaren.

Dr . SzymaEGska wrote: AThe children were under the
traitor was to be found among them. o6 Throughout th
MariaStdaniaG - r ¢Skster Ardrzeja) who kept in touch with Janina Ko
unt i | they were deported. Dr . SzymaEsCorsénsus and or y i

Controversy: Defending Pope Pius XINew York and Mahwah, New Jersey: Paulistss, 2002), at pages
1017 104.

0Zofia SzByynjaadEs ktay | k @Warsae:lPaxy 1979)midi37.
Andrzej W. Kaczor owhikul, e tAipwn slzrag tyyn wnoubl (Navembér2010):8ar odowej ,
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With the German occupation of Poland in 1939, the people of Warsaw faced a hopeless sitnataynianska

became involved in the work of helping thousands of Jewish children. While still working for Centos [the Union of
Welfare Societies for Jewish Orphans] during the first winter of the war, she understood the future fate of Warsaw Jews
and the lack of help from the Jewish organizations outside Poland, especially American Jews. She knew that this was the
beginning of tk end. With her two sisters, brotherlaw and nineyearold niece, Jasia, she lived in the Warsaw Ghetto

from October 1940. The Centos Building was bombed on the first day of the War. In 1942, the Germans closed the
Centos and her permit was terminat&tie program was liquidated. All two hundred residents were exterminated.

When the reality of the liquidation of the Warsaw Ghettobecaméiment , Si st er Gol embi owska
was working with the Polish underground network, persuaded Dr. Szymanska to leave the ghetto with Jasia. They were
moved by the network to the Institute flioriendBreng[renaglt 97 Pu
Sol ska, took Dr. Szymanska to Sister Wanda Garczynska
Kazi mierzowska Street. This convent was a |link in the wu
indangr and misery. o0 Within seventeen days she was rel oce
friend and colleague, spoke about the bombings of the Warsaw Ghetto, accidentally disclosed her Jewish background.
Immediately she was transfed to Kazimierzowska Street and instructed to approach the gate alone. She knocked and

said: Aldm Jasia and | donét have anyone. 0 Sister Wandze
During these years of hiding, Jasiawas moved mar/ im among t he vill ages of Wr zosowc
[ Szyman:-w] and Kazimierzowska Street. The Gestapo Ssuspe

orphans, were saving the lives of many Jewish children. In spite of constaetr dlae girls attended classes regularly
in a serene atmosphere. Indeed, the heroic role of the Immaculate Conception Sisters in saving Jewish lives needs to be
told.

I'n her book, Dr. Szymanska writes: fndthodoseefaittmimpuman of t h
beings during those years of atrocities and cruelty. o A
Pia Lesniewska [LeSniewska], she was moved to-twje Ur sul
There she remained for two years and eight months in a small room and was visited by Sister Urszulaadeska [

StefaniaG - r sSister Andrzejg a student of classical philology at Warsaw University [before it was closed by the
Germans at the begiing of the war]. From her small convent cell, she looked closely at the lives of the nuns but could
not understand their obedience to suspend their obvious enjoyable work routine and their readiness to pray and
contemplate. Only later was she able toerstand the power of contemplative devotion todsie sole source of their
strengtl® which gave a sense of meaning and purpose to their lives.

She frequently asked herself: Why did God allow this t
severed his ties with the Catholic Church long before he came to power and considered the Church to be one of his chief
enemied MP] Why didndt the American Jews organize assistan
help the European Jews [i&ring in the concentration camps? The Germans began the liquidation of the ghetto in 1942.

They transported whole orphanages of children to the concentration camps. After the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, only her
younger sister Eliza was still alive and traplia the Ghetto. Stella and her brothierlaw had been transported to the
concentration camp. When she learned the fate of her family, she shared her thoughts of depression and suicide with
Sister Gorska. Responding to her needs, one of the sisters tadwexdcell to help her. Many were the conversations

they had about the need for people to assume responsibility and help save lives. In this crisis, the sisters were influential
and encouraged her, but never did they try to persuade her to convertGatthaic faith.

After the Russian offensive in the Spring of 1945, Dr. Szymanska spent the last Easter with the Ursuline Sisters. From
documents and statements of eyewitnesses, she found out that the entire village of Ozarow knew that she aed others wer
hiding in the convent. The sisters were aware of the consequences of hiding Jews; yet, without hesitation, they continued
the dangerous task and saved many | ives. She states: fi
tribute to the causef saving Jewish lives. It is an undisputed fact that it is much easier to demonstrate and march for
the cause of Jews, as happened in some Western countries, than to hide one of them for years during the German
occupation of Pol aetucheddo cénfpletelyrdevastaed Weaasaw, andswiorked for the Ministry of
Education, Department of Child Welfare. She inspected the care given in orphanages. She learned that under the
direction of Mother [Maylda] Getter, who saved the lives of several huntdeish Children, the Sisters of the Family
of Mary was one of the most active congregations protecting Jews during and after the war.

EI Ubi eta Szpil f o @istdrsofthe snmachlad Coreeption of theyBlessbdeVirgin tary
Wr z o dsrael Giitman, edT,he Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuers diidays
the HolocaustSupplementary Volumes (26@D05),volume Il [Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 2010], p.p43

During the German occupation of Poland, Julia Halna DN
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Maria Szpilfogel (n®e Rozenowicz), her (KhpgauandhEliase EI Ubi
Rozenowicz. Julia DNbowska had been friends with Mari a
Ggowi BGska atursg hgiorll. <Alse awgul d spend time at the Rozenc

school and playvith their daughters. Eliasz Rozenowicz, who traded in wood, treated Julia as if she were their fourth
daughter. Julia continued to visit them every Saturday after she had her own daughter, Danuta Maria, born in 1933.
After the German invasion, the famdlistayed in touch until the Rozenowiczes were forced to move to the temporary
ghett o i AttheendasfZakuarwl94l, whenthe Germans dismantled that ghetto, they were transferred to the

Warsaw ghetto. In the fall of 1942, Maria Szpielfogel [sitcle r daught er EIl Ubieta and cou
$wi Nt kowski) escaped to the AAryano side and hid at Jul
helped the Rozenowicz parents to escape from the ghetto as well and took careveieim they were hiding, first in

the village of W-lka Korabi ®wiika [sic, Korabiewicka] (
on in Milan-wek near War saw. itSehde tshteany.e dWhi ennlicc@gahized cett awiftehl
surgery for her in the Mikogaj Koperni k Hospital i n Wai
dangerous, she arranged another apartment for them. She
andhelpd to sell family jewels to support her wards. I n or

hid them, provided them with food and false documents and even paid off blackmailers from the fall of 1942 until the
Warsaw Uprising of August 144J ul i aés husband, who belonged to the Pol
during the uprising. Occasionally, they also helped Teo
their son Michag Ggowi Gski . é

Another Jewish girl shelterdaly the Sisters of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Nary
S z y mawaslwona Szenwic (born in 193%hen going by the name ofe®iig the daughter of DkVilhelm
Szenwic, who went [Previdudlybvomalmdleencheltedthy Aniel@ESoknaszewska
for eight months?

SisterAndrzeja(Maria Stefanias - r ) wWha was recognized as a Righteous Gentile, wrote in her statement to

Yad Vashem that many Jewish children were sheltered mthé | d r eapdvased By therrsulinesiers

of the Agoni zi ng He aesartWamdwAnlrgshe sharges wektiSterdanJankosvdka,
daughter of a doctor from G-d¥, aaftdrthe WwaeEm&haeta s z e ws k
(rrlr1a) Kitz (later Sherman), born in Lw-w ia 1936,
was removed by her mother after the Warsaw Uprising broke out in August1i@4v Krzysztoporski, born

in 1937, was brought to the convent by her mother after they left the Warsaw’gRettm t r Agapi n, wh
smuggled out of the Warsaw ghetto witls parents, was baptized and assumed the name Pietraszkiewicz

before he was brought to the convent. After the war, his mother placed in him temporarily in another convent
outside G:-d¥ wh e rnThedewish chilirensualighadfalseidsritytdocumentand vere

broughtthere byfamily member®r by nonJewishfamily friends as well as by Jewish organizations active in

the rescue of children. Theontinued to be sheltereaen when their sponsors could not keep up with
paymentgor theirupkeep Fortunately, none of thiewish children wrediscovered by the Germangother

Pi a L e Sheoe o &letsGeneraimaintainedlosecontact with an organization that assisted Jews.
SisterAndrzejg whosemai n responsi bil ity invadditionttoher teachingdutidsr e n 6 s |
(biology), wasdispatched tthe ghettavalls where she collecteteserteathildren. When dangéurked, she

organized the transfer of Jewish childtemther locationsSister Andrzejaecalled how she toak girl, whose

headhad tobandaged talisguiseher markedJewish featuredrom Warsawto theér ¢ h i | choneennd s

Br wi r{Testimony of Sister Andrzeja, Yad Vashem Archives, file 7668.)

In most cases we knew very well that the children were Jewish. However, even in cases where we did not know for sure,
and only suspected they were Jewishwas never mentioned and never the subject of discussion, and we took the

2Wgadysgaw Bart os ze wsHRightecumnAtnong bldtions: Hdwealds helpeddtas, 19301945(London:
Earlscourt Publications, 196967.

®fldentification Issued to Lucie Kritz in Ubittd33ateshiobcalBte st a mp e
Memorial MuseunPPhoto Archives, Internet: <http://collections.ushmm.@agrsh/catalog/pall162036>.
%HelenGougeon, ALives Lived: I r The Glob&and MagTaronmpFebrusrk 7, 2086b r a mowi ¢z, 0O

% HeatherLaskey,Night Voices: Heard in the Shadow of Hitler and StéKingston and Montreal: McGiQu e e n 6 ssityUni v e
Press, 2003), 66, 890, 95.

70



children as they were
We usually baptized the Jewish children were baptized in those cases where we were told that this was crucial for their
survival, especially so as ntatarouse suspicion that they were Jews. We walltéite children to be present every day
for confession and prayers. Some of the Jewish children became very attached to the Christian religious rites, but we
made them understand that they would notdzpiired to be committed [to accept Christianity when they grew up].
From my contact with tens of Jewish children, | noticed that they needed much empathy and expressions of love, since in
the beginning they kept to themselves, which could have arousédaudpdecided to break down the wall between
them and us and gain their confidence. ¢é Today [1985] |
after the Holocaust. No one ever came to ask for these Jewish girls, and when they grgvashethe remain with us
and be inseparable from us. € Most of the surviving cl
afterwards to their families or to representatives of the Jewish community who were armed with appropriate
documentabn testifying a relationship to these children. &
and especially in the Milan-wek house, did not return |
This human experience helped me to better utaelshe human soul and heart, and especially the soul of a child
who suffers through an experience as terrible as the Holocaust.

Additional mnfirmation of the rescue activities of the Ursuline Sisters of the Agonizing Heart of Jesus, who
sheltered Jewis Warsaw (three institutions) B r weanWaveawCz ar na Du Ua Mid aarn - Woegko mi
near WarsanO g t a Odaw, w ne &a d\wel\dassapnSieradz, WilnoandZakopanecan be

found in Gutman and Benderhe Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natimismes 4 and 5:
Poland,Part 1, at pags 24950; Part 2, at page 87a@&nd GutmanThe Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among

the Nations: Rescuers of Jedgring the HolocaustSupplementary/olumes (2002005),volume I, at

page 614 15.

[1] During the German occupation, Sister Maria GorskanflrzejaG- r ska] , a member of the Ur
[ order], was an active participant in the conventds [ o
kitchen for orphaned or abandoned children in central Warsaw. Unofficiadlyjob was to help Jewish children by

arranging for them to be smuggled out of the ghetto and transferred to institutions belonging to the Ursuline Sisters,
which had branches throughout occupied Poland. In performing these and other dangerous cpe@aticka was
inspired by Christian | ove and a sense of obligation t
papers for the Jewish children, protecting those who looked Jewish, and hiding them during German raids. Gorska was
intouchwt h Zegota [tegota], which supplied her with docume.]
children who |l eft Poland after the waBzy@®anskBydjsanaobkyvi
tylko lekarzem( Al Was @mloy) .a Doct

S
r

[ 2] During the war, Mi eczysl aw [Mieczysgaw] Wi onczek |
underground Warsaw University. In 1941, he met a young Jewish woman who was known during the occupation as
Teresa Czarkowskfactually, Idakowska] In 1942, Mieczyslaw and Teresa were married. In order to remove any
suspicions regarding Teresads origins, the wedding was
as well as Teresab6s f amidled, tvinleo wearde ntghe rAfitre rh it chien gv,e dati
a wedding reception in her home, which removed any possible doubts that the German authorities might have had. One

of the people that the newlyweds Mieczyslaw and Teresa helped during the svKrystyna Prutkowskf n ® e
Flamenbaum] t hen 19 vyears ol d. They offered her work as a
Dworakowskd n ® e feleilrwéhogpdlio, Mieczyslaw helped her parents find a room for her in the Sisters of Urszula
[Ursuline Sisters]convent in Zakopane, where the girl received the required aid. After the outbreak of the Warsaw
Uprising in August 1944, Mieczyslaw and the nuns in this convent also hid his wife, who was by then nine months
pregnantas wel | asare®fmat oni nadbés p

Some of the components of the Wionczek rescue have been collapsed in the above eyggrolix
Antonina Perec was first sheltered in the Ursuinie s tcanvest &t 30 Tamka Street in Warsaw, together
with some other Jewish children. Her pase Gustaw and Romualda Perec, as well as Teresa Wionczek were
taken in by the nuns when the Warsaw Uprising broke out in Audg4st. After theuprising, the Jewish
charges accompani,amthentoetheinconvent it Zakop@figa r - w

®polacy ratujNcy tyd-w w czasie Zaggady: Przywracanie pamii#c
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[3] Kazimiera Sikora became acquainted with the Jewish W@jaigki family fronG d¥at the very start of the war,

when they arrived as refugees in Warsawl rented an apartment near her. From that time a friendship grew between

them that continued even aftbe Wojdg wskis were moved to the ghetto and for a long diteewards. In April 1943,

when the ghetto was liquidated and the Jews were beingoséimtir deaths, Kazimiera came to the rescue of her

friends. By this time, ZygmuntWogdyva ki was al ready on the fAAryamhissi de of
wife, his 13yearold twin daughters, and his sistar-law with her two small gid, aged seven and f@auwere still in

the ghetto. Kazimiera planned how to bring them out of the ghetto down to the smallest details. The first thing she did

was to ready an apartment in which to hi detswdiiegfor She al
them. Not only did she help to successfully take them out of the ghetto, but she continued to help them by instructing
them on how to behave on the AAryano side: she taught
condut in church, confession before the priest, and so on. She was also their address for solving various problems that
arose in living on the AAryano side. When the need aros
Kazimieraalsoarranged o t ransfer the girls, using assumed Chri sti e

remained until the end of the war. All the members of the Wadiuski family, who were looked after by Kazimiera,
survived the war, and to a great extent thanks to her resourcefulness and devotion; they remained grateful to her for all
she had done for them. At the end of the war when they left Warsaw, whinhruims, to return to their ows & she

joined them and went to live with them. They stayed in touch with her for years and even long after they had emigrated
from Poland.

A number of Jewish adults were also taken in by the Ursuline Sisters of the AgoHiamt of Jesus.
Professor Helena Radli BGska (n®e Rajchman), profess:
Wszechnica OSwiatowa), and the Kurz sisters from P
Street (now)inWaSdwdna Street

The Basilica of the Sacred Heart of JeguBazyl i ka Naj Swi At s 2oeatebonSer c a
Kawnc zy Es k aWassaw sabeirb of Pragantthe gght bank of the Vistula Rivewas undethe care

of the SalesiaBociety. During theccupation, the basilideecame a beacon of hope for endangered Jews. Fr.

Mi c h a§ ,tefilstaicak was in charge of the parish while its pastor was himself in hiding. He was also

the direcor of Caritas, aCatholic relief organizatioestablishedn the premises of the church to help the

needy. Fr. Kubacki gave shelteHalina Engelhard (later Aszkenabporn in 192% Halina, then a teenager,

had jumped out of a transport taking Jews from the Umschlagplatz to the Majdanek concentration camp and
made her way back to Warsaw. Her mother, who was also on the train with her, told Halina to get in touch with
Fr. Kubacki. Fr. Kubacki agreed to let her stay at the parish. She lived in the Caritas building, located diretly
behind the churcHpr several mnths.She helped prepare meals for the local poor people and the children

who attended religion classes at the church. Fr. Kubacki taught her prayers and religious practices, which were
essential to pass as a Catholic, and provided her with a birth piishtie certificate in another name. From

that moment on she becamelHana OgonowsKka, an orphan from Pgock
community without getting to know the principles and practices of the religion would have been impossible.
Every day | sat with the priest who taught me religion, the key principliae dith, and prayers. He was a

nobl e and honest man who respected my roots and di
also showed her hospitalityr. Jan Stanekanother priest attached to this church as wedhasgher parish in

the city, cared fora Jewish girlnamed Zosia (Zofia), who wasight or nine yearsind had aSemitic
appearance. Her tasks inclugmtbrring the church altar with flowers and other light household chores. Both
Jewish girls were later transferred to otplaices, but continued to receive material assistance from the priests
Zosiawasmoved to a private home, whereas Halina talien inby the Magdalene SistefSisters of Our

Forgotten HistoryWarsaw: Chancellery of the President of the Republic of Poland and Museum isttimg éf Polish Jews, 2013),

119Wi onczek Mieczysgaw, The Polish Righteous, | nmiezyslae/t.: <htt p:
““Some of the nuns were former students of ndPinsittionsandassis®a d| i Es k
other Jews in finding shelter with Poles, although she herself was destitute and depended entirely on the goodwiéfathasben

Seelsaiah TrunkJewish Responses to Nazi Persecution: Collective and Individual Behakidirémis(New York: Stein and Day,
1979),306; Irena Lepalczykie | ena Radl i Eskdoby i eAd amwMersp dhek ze20W1l) Kaczor
szarymBdarmwe,tdyn | nstyt umnoull Navembéar@010):N&4r o dowej ,

72



Lady of Mercy) who ran a correctional s h e Afterwardssheomas y ou n g
transferred to the convent tife Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul on Freta Street, also in Warsaw.
Sister Bernarda (Julia Wilczek) of the Magdal ene S
Be pr oud nadoonifound out thbathere were other Jews hiding in both of these institutions. The
Salesias assiséd other Jews during the occupation and providgsefidentity documents to Rozalia
Werdinger and others. Théssued ardent appeals at private religigatheringsegardingthe need to help

Jews: AThese people are our brothers, 06 Fr. Kubacki
court, it i s not they who wild be condemned, but
behaviour that counts, regardless of his religion. Be he a Buddhist, Jew or Muslim, if he believes in one God
and keeps his commandments, God loves him. A good Catholic is not one who follows the religious rituals and
regularly attends church to pray, e one who obeys the commandment regarding fellow men and extends a

hel pi ng hand °Tae falawmgaccsunt appeansénésdtmain and Befider Encyclopedia of

the Righteous Among the Natiomslume 4:Poland,Part 1, at page 412.

In April 1943, during the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, the Germans discovered where Halina Aszkenazy was hiding and
dispatched her on a transport leaving the city. After jumping off the train, Aszkenazy made her way, with tremendous
difficulty, back to Warsaw, wherde knocked on the door of Michal [ Mi chad
charity ACharitaso [fiCaritaso] and priest of the Bazyl.
Aszkenazyds mot her and had Iperdaughte, evelcomed Halina and pmnmediately o h e |
provided her with false birth and baptism certificates. Aszkenazy hid in a room in the church for three months, during

which time she became acquainted with Christian prayers and rituals. At one point, Agakaagoined by an eight

yearol d Jewish girl who was | ater adopted, on Kubackibs r
compassion and religious faith, also financed the upkeep of two young girls whose rescuers were unable to support
them. After being provided by Kubacki with a German Kennkarte, Aszkenazy left her hiding place and after numerous
ordeals was | iberated. After the war, Aszkenazy i mmigr a
role in saving her |, in a book entitletl Wanted to Live

Additional information about the rescue of Jews at the Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus came to light in the
year 2000wheed mund Zabrze¥niak presented the church wit
Together with several other Jews, Zabrze¥niak had
church. The Germans conducted a careful search ohtireh premises, even using dogs to sniff out hiding

places, but fortunately did not discover these hidden Jews. The entire group survived. They left their hiding
place when the Soviets arrived in the area in July 944,

A number of Jews were accepteddt e correcti onal shelter for young w
Wronia Street), near the Warsaw ghettmby the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy or Magdalene Sis&iostfy

Mat ki Bo Ue jconorjykmsowneaSiasizyiMagdaleni'®Halina Rajman (born in 1928jayed

therefor only a very brief period. Sincghewas emotionally unstable and the Sisters feared she would give

herself away, she was placed with a Polish wotfidnka Szapirothen 8 or 9 years althadpreviously stayed

with the Sisters of Charitgn Tamka Street, also in Warsalefore movingtothe y t n i dosfde Wher t

the Warsaw Uprising broke out in August 1944, the younger children were transferredViagiti@ene
Sistsemsn&r home in SzczhBSkadswkmonkar, WEhamanSzapiro
time and was was sheted in a parish rectory outside WarsaGutman and BendeFhe Encyclopedia of

% Halina AszkenazfngelhardP r agn i § a m U@Varsaw:Regydainictivé & k e z j a G586 88297 9311979108,

114 See also the expanded version of this memoir: Halina AszkdéfreggihardD z i e E, M oar scavi e ®si NUka iV
2005) as well as her testimony, Yad Vashem Archives, file O.3/442

% Jan PietrzykowskiT owar zy st wo Sal ezj a@ski e wil®b(lVeacres amv:w al rnusntkyat cunt oPkaunp aia
2015),152.

100 AszkenazyEngelhardP r a g n 11 §9& #00.0y |

Ywr 0 s ki an dP oZlweodl ya ktby@daz3B4; TeSiBady of Halina Rajman, Archive bétJewish Historical Institute

(Warsaw), record group 301, number 4495.

2GrynbergK s i Hga s pr B 16eTdstimomyyfcAtela Domanus, February 27, 1965, Archive alé¢hésh Historical

Institute (Warsaw)record group 301, numbéd.02
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the Righteous Among the Natiowslume 4:Poland,Part 1, p.184.)

In the winter of 1942, Klara Szapiro fled from the Warsaw ghetto with her-seaeold daughter, NinaAfter being

harassed by blackmailers, Szapiro was directed by an acquaintance to Adela Domanus, who obtained forged papers for

her and her daughter and arranged for them to stay with one of her friends. When this hiding place proved unsafe,
Domanusplaceg oung Nina in a Christian orphanage [at the con
Street, in Warsalf’] and found a job for Klara as a maid é I n ri s
guided by sincere humanitarian beliefs, whislewode considerations of personal safety.

Jews wer@ftenmoved from convent to convewr to other institutions operated bijfferent religious orders

of women, to ensure theiragety Mar i a Teresa Zieli EBska, bointihreeDor a Bc
correctional residences operated byMegdaleneSisterst wo i n War saw an dafteohere i n Cz
escape from the Warsaw ghetto in October 1®4@was directedirsttot he t y t shelterby$her e e t

c on gr e ¢MatherGenerdlsMichael®oraczewska. She remainatithatshelter from December 1940

unt i | May 1941, under the tutelage of Mot her Al o]
correctional institution on Het ma@Es k &PraBd, whereshe i n t
remained for more than a yehr.June 1943, Mother Alojza sent heiatoesidence n = § w. Bambary St

Cz i st qalsb mmbghe Magdalene Sistef®i kt or i a $ IThewastvEgekwimesses: Children
of the Holocaust SpedkEvanston, lllinois Northwestern University Press, 1998p. 148 50.)

Death threatened not only me but all those who would accept me and all the tenants of their apartment building.
Nonetheless, Janina Przybysz (Ninka) took me with her to 127 or 102 &tecet where she lived just with her mother,
because her father had died recently &

After a few days, I went to 43 Mokotowska Street to I|ive
€ | was with them until Christmas.

| returned to Zielna Street. From there, on December 27, 1940, | was taken in by Mother Michaela M&&czews
Mother General of the Sisters of the Holy Mother of Mercy [Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy]. The Sisters had a

correctional residence for girls in Warsaw at 3/ 9 tytni
which | was placed,md | was now called Geni a, but before that, t
embroidery.

In May 1941, while seeing a doctor in the health center on Okopowa Street, | was recognized by the nurse, Helena

Wi Sni ewska. Thetriedm]rel, haoadtt ofi mmedi ately change my pl
district to 44 Hetma®Gska Street, where the same order
name Urszula. It affected me greatly, knowing ofthedanger me and t o them. ¢é | | earned

the hothouse. | was there more than a year, and then | went again to Ninka on Zielna Séreet stetyed until June
1 9 4 3[Afterdeing recognized on the street] | returned to ZielnaSteeet,d t oget her wi th Ninka w
to Mother Alojza to ask her for help. She wrote a |l ett
Street, and she asked a lady she knew to take me there.

From the thirteenth of June, 134onward, | stayed there and was given the name Mirka. This was also a correctional
residence. | went there with a Kennkarte [ German ident.
changed my place of residence several times.

Another Jewishchargeat theMagdalene converit n = C z i swa® SteflacOlaska(born in 1926)ater
Kolin) fromWarsaw who escaped fr om t #amiehnaim August 1844 amgmaden Sk ar
her way tol!”Czhistochowa

Nunswere part of a network thatorked closely witHay welfareinstitutionsin Warsawin sheltering Jews

Theovemight hospicédom noclegowpyfor women from the lowest strata of socjébgatedon Leszno Street

near the main gate of the Warsaw ghettowa s r un by t h &ouséuboth theisepretitutiontso me n 6 s
were operated and financed by Department of Social Welf&iee abrementionedSister Bernarda (Julia

Wilczek) of the Magadelene Sisteahid the Sisters of Charity are mentioned in accodessribing the

93Grynbergk s i "ga spr H&i6ed!| i wych,
1%4Her testimony ifoundinJ ak ub Gut enbaum an dThellgstByenvitnedses: Childréenafihe HoloeadssSpeak,
volume 2 (Evanston, lllinois: Northwestern University Press, 2005}, 16.
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activities of two aliant womenKazimiera(Halina)Szarowarothe manager of the hospice on Leszno Street,

and Zof i a-Wire winska anseinloyee of the hospice, both of whaere recognized by Yad
Vashem(Gutman and Bendefhe Encyclopedia of the Righteous AmitnegNationsyolume 4:Poland Part

2, pp.77178 APortrait of owxld, @& WesidMMor Phot o Archi v
<http://digitalassets.ushmm.org/photoarchives/detail.aspx?id=1177 Bl8man The Encyclopedia of the

Righteous Among the Nations: Rescudrdews during the Holocaust: Supplementary Volumes (2006),volume I,

p.635.)

Kazimiera Szarowaro and her daughter, Zofia Kwiatkowska, lived in Warsaw during the war. Kazimiera managed an
overnight guesthouse nexthéeogtutbset Monsei pas WwImle nadss tHwoeu s
the ghetto on Leszno Street. During the German occupation, Szarowaro as well as her daughter lent considerable help

to people who were hiding because o fandthe overeightgtiesttionse Si n c €
were near the ghetto Kwiatkowska and her mother often helped people who were escaping from the ghetto and gave
them illegalshelter in their apartment. Many times these people stayed for a long time under their completdtiare. A

time the Lodging Housewasun by t he Municipal Womends House, at 96,
managed and financed by the DepartmdntoS o c i a l Wel fare at 74, Zgota St.

I n the summer of 1942, when the Germans started to |
insanity and fear of death in their eyes beglpaskiigo r each

for a place to sleep and for asylum. They had false papers, Kennkarten (identity cards) issued by the City of Warsaw

authorities. We placed the women in the common ward, but usually they left this asylum. After seeing the horrible

conditonsamong t he crowd of drunkards, beggars and insane wo
The Jewish escapees were passed on to us by a nun, Bernarda, with whom we kept in touch until the end. It was she

who placed the younger onesinvariousltbarng houses, private homes or institu

also crowded with Jewessgegirls in the boarding house and dormitories, governesses, guardians of the girls found

refuge and occupation there. We never spoke, of course, aboutthegjriorn, accepted t heir fal se
We arranged for the hidden women to get in touch with their families; the underground organization supplied them

with medicine, food and clothing.

Zofia Wi ewiorowska [ Wi e wiSzamwavesniamafed a nigbt gospiBoen Nocegowdh Hal i n s
for women from the lowest strata of society, which was located near the main gate of the Warsaw ghetto. Two rooms in
the hospice served as a small hotel, and another as a small infirmary. There, idcdiaimber of Jewish women
throughout the war. In addition, she served as a liaison and courier for Jews hiding in nearby RRdoscH S i
delivering money for their upkeep. Zofia placed Anna [
hotel. Although Anna had false papers under the name of Anna SiercgyBskae r c, she ad Eeaific looks, and
was unable to safy leave her hiding place. She remained in the hotel until the Warsaw ghetto uprising, in August 1944.
After the fall of the Wola district, where the hospital was located, she managed to blend in with the crowds of Poles
expelled from Warsaw. She was senforced labor in Germany, where she survived until the end of the war.

Zofia also arranged for false Catholic birth certificates for Hendel and Irena [Cygler]. With these, they applied for
Kennkartes (official identification cards) under the namesazimierz Laski G a sirid Teodozja Lewandowska. With
the help of a Catholic nun, Sister Bernarda, Zofia then arranged a job for Hendel, working in a vegetable garden in the
suburbs of Warsaw. This job, his false papers, his appearance, and his conitieni@alish language enabled him to
survive there until August 1944. He fought in the Warsaw Uprising of 1944, as a member of the Al Reoyl)en
the Old City district. He was wounded and hospitalized at Plgckag o Stieet, Jand later evacuated the field
hospital in Ursus, in the vicinity of Warsaw. He was liberated there in January 1945 by the Red Army.

Like Hendel, Irena spoke Polish perfectly, but her looks betrayed her Jewish origins and she was forced to change her
place of employmemequently. Zofia always assisted in finding a new job for her. Finally, Sister Bernarda found a job
for Irena in the Szarytki [Sisters of Charity] convent orphanage at ul. Ordynacka, where she worked first in the kitchen,
and later as a childre@s caretakein the orphanage. Irena stayed there until the Warsaw ghetto uprising. She also was
able to leave with the Polish population expelled by the Germans. She found Hendel in Ursus shortly before liberation.

In February 1942, Zofig§ Wi e wi - begam svérlag as a manager in the hospice and shelter for women at 93
Leszno Street, which was part of the Municipal Womenods
The hospice was located close to one of the entrances to the Warsaw ghettizad Street. Together with her

immediate superior, Kazimiera Szarowaro, Zofi@wi - r ows ka h el p eahdlbngterra staysaabthee s hor t
shelter for women who had escaped from the Warsaw ghetto, especially in the summer of 1942, during tiendeporta

Warsaw ghetto Jews to Treblinka. While some were placed with trusted families and institutions, others continued to stay
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at the shelter. Though some of them had false identity papers, Zofia was well aware that they were Jewish. Among those
who turred to Zofia for help in the fall of 1942 was a pianist, Niusia (Anna) Wolfowicz. Niusia and her daughter Irena

had survived the liquidation of the ghettaim| ec h- w ( Gar wol in County, Lublin Dis"
When Irena went to @stochowa to look for her boyfriend, Hendel Cygler (later, Kazinmaski), she visited Alina

Sybyy wn@elly,aa friend from schood vama geaovide ah eNi eZnif-iraodwss K\ad
placed Niusia Wolfowicz in one of the rooms of the small hotel that was part of the hospice. She had false identity papers

in the name of Anna SiercBka, but due to her looks, she stayed inside until Augdgt, ¥¢hen the Warsaw Uprising

broke out. Hendel Cygler escaped from the ghetto iistGzhowa in April 1943, and Zofia arranged an original birth

certificate for him under the name of Kazimi€aski and a birth certificate for Irena under the name of Teglo
Lewandowska. These documents allowed them to apply for official identity cards. Zofia organized a place to stay for
Hendel Cygler in the basement at 62%ina Street and put him in touch with Sister Bernarda,fatned him work in a

vegetable garderZofia also arranged work for Irena Wolfowicz and eventually likewise put her in touch with Sister
Bernarda, who found Irena a place in the orphanage run by the Szarytki Convent. Irena stayed at the orphanage during

theWarsawUprising0f1944andfou[1dhe'ranc® shortly after the |liberation.
at the shelter was Zofia @timirowa@Q k as zewi ¢ z , who presented herself as
Wi ewi -rowska and her coll eague, Kazimiera Szarawaro [ si

a living teaching French and German. Other Jews whmevhidden in the hospice were IrenaDrweska s zc zy - wn a,
Miss Szapiro, and Maria Fisher, who worked as a nurse in the hospice infirmary.

ZofiaWi ewi - rowska provides additional i nformation abc
Bartoszevski and LewinRighteous Among Natioyat pagepp.13i 33.

The Jewish escapees [from the Warsaw ghetto] were passed on to us bBarnarda, with whom we kept in touch

until the end. It was she who placed the younger ones in various boarding harise, homes or institutions. The

Muni ci pal Womendés Hous edgaldirstioe beaardiogihdusedandadiorimitories, gonmessess e s
guardians of the girls found refuge and occupation here. We never spoke, of course, about their origiml #egepte
falsepapers n good faith é In the hospital of the House there
to go outdoors, being afraid of contact with the rest of the lodgers. Among them was Mrs Szapiro, wife of a film
manager.

The Magdal ene Sisters al so tAfte theirimothedvaswseized ffomthéirei r s |
home and taken to the ghetto August 1942Danuta Macharowska (born in 1928) and her brother, Ryszard
Macharowski (born in 1930), roamed the straets L w- w b e g dn FRelguary 1043, sormeond .

brought them to the attention of the Polish Welfare Committee and they were placed wibanuites stayed

at the shelter run by the Magdal ene Sisters on Zad
There she met another Jewish girl, Fela (Felicja) Meisels, who had stayed earlier with the Felician Sisters and
whose story is set oldater. Danuta posed as a Catholic and bonded with Sister Kazimiera, with whom she
remained a lifdong friend. Her brother, Ryszard, was placed at a shelterfoiboyst he Zamar st yn . w
run by the Albertine Sistef§> Because he was circumcised andas feared that his cover as a Catholic

would be discoverelly the other chargem June 1943Ryszardwas sent to live with Polish familighirst a

doctor in Lw- w, and t h eBoth chidrema wefe daptizediby Re¥adeosz a Wo d a
Z a g u c z,khe pastd of St. Elizabeth churéh April 1944, and made their First Holy Communidm.

1946 thechildren were reunited with their father, Ignacy Macharoywshkib hadeen interneth Hungaryas

a Polish soldier and r et &itentkedvarUrdortuBatelyhe died of cancer very soon after their

reunion®

A number of Jewish children were brought to M@ g d a | e n eonvBrtirsRalea'snéar Zakopane,
whosechargesincluded Beata Lew and Halina LamefGutman and Bendeifhe Encyclopedia of the
Righteous Among the Nationglume 4:Poland Part 1, p.127.

105 At least three Jeish boyswere accepted @he S k | e pshelfes foii abandoned boysn by the Albertine Sisters in the
Zamarstyn-w district of Lw-w. The sh8ééeelZiteyacsi@Emhrientiagiinende bwy Pt
okup,d3tj N

% Magda | ena MalW & miyeEstkam s i (Warsajv: 8aobab, [2a08),23, 1388 62, 70, 19495.

197 Dean,Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, 19835 volumell, Part A,560; Kurek,Your Life Is Worth Minel97 204,
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In 1942, Krystyna Lew escaped from the Warsaw ghetto together with heyeayaid daughter, Beata; her son,

Marek; and her sister, Helena Pocimak. Armed with Anaeps, which they had obtained from a Polish acquaintance,

the fugitivesappeald f or hel p to Hel ena Byszewska, her sisters Ja
and Wi ktoria Kolbinska [Kolbi ®&Gka]. Before the war, the
Lew family, which in the course of timachevolved into genuine friendship. When they learned of the distress of their

Jewish friends, the women immediately undertook to help them. Helena took Marek into her apartment, and
subsequently found refuge for Krystyna and her daughter as well as@higlsewhere for Helena Pocimak. The

women set up a joint fund, from which 150 zlotys [zloty] were allocated monthly to Krystyna and Helena Byszewska. In
due course, the janitorés daughter began d¢lenaBysaesvgk& ct t ha
decided to transfer her to a convent. Helenads daughter
child was sent to a convertfithe Magdalene Sisters iabka near Nowy Tajgwhere she remained until the end of

thewar . ¢é Jadwiga, Maria, and Wi ktoria were of constant
the fugitives in their homes.

From 1942 Adela Nowosielska sheltered two Jewish children in her home in Rabka: Boruch Szafir, four years
old, ard Ewa Seifmann, one and a half years old. When Bdrlkitl , he was taken to the hospital in nearby
Nowy Targ, where the Seraphic Sisters (Daughters of Our Lady of Sowewesgmployed as administrators

and nursesSister Roberta Dudek, the head @ tbhcal convent, made every effort to conceal the fact that
Boruch who was circumcised, was Jewish. Nonetheless, at least somégfdtadf at thénospitalmust have
beenaware of that fact, yet no one betrayed him. Adela Nowosielska recountedyhie Bartoszewski and

Lewin, Righteous Among Nationat pages 404105, as follows:

| kept the boy Boruch Szafir, son of Chdsa, n& Korn, and Froim Szafir, the father, who lived before the war in
Ostr- w Kielecki. At the time the boy of four was gite me, he was called B&in order to avoid dangerous suspicion.
BoluSbecame very sick of appendicitis in the autumn of 1943. During the night, | took him to the hospital in Nowy Targ
where it was found during the preliminary examination that he wasroicised and so they were afraid to take himin. A
nun (Sister Roberta of the Seraphic order) transferred me witfSBothe German ward for women and children and
put me in a private room for prisoners where | remained with the child for four momtest home to Rabka only once

a weekin order to leave my dispositions and food for my childned then my 14earsold daughter replaced me with
BoluS In consequence, she acquired a serious case of neuritis and | had to stay constantly, day arithrtlgsiok
BoluS Obviously, | spent much money for the hospitattorsand services at the hospital; | did everything to keep the
child alive. There is no need to add that in concealing 8axposed my children and myself to a death sentence at the
hands of the Nazi Gestapo.

At least six Jewish children were left as foundlings at the shelter run by the Seraphic Sisters in Drohobycz. For
everyoneo s hs & flenshiamds were not known at the time. After the arrival of the Soviet
army,the children were reclaimed by their relatives. The nuns refused to accept any payment for rescuing the
Jewish childred® The Seraphic Sisters accepted at leastlewish chilcattheirc h i | dheleenirdSsryj.
Pola(Tamara) Richtemwho went by th@ameof Michasig survived the war and left Stryj with titiee Sisters

when they relocatei Gliwice, in UpperSilesia The childhad been lefhteat he gat e of byhe nun:
an unkown womanand was taken in as a foundlingd Jewish woman whavas lyought intoSi st er s 6
confidence, praised thi@ndness and compassion of the Mother Michalin@ superigrwho turned away no

child in need of helpPolawasa membeof the Fischbein family who were sheltered in Stryj by a Polish
couple,Boni sgaw and .NierPolish bénefactorgeie @&redted by tHeestapan November
1943together with their Jewish charggesd executed Ac cor di n g OboolLeszbkghoWasralsos i Es K i
arrested at the same time but releakezlto the itervention of a womarhey had been betrayed by a Jévo
wasnotaccepted into the shelteecause of a lack of rooifTheJ a r o swei@&alreadyssheltering a Jewish

family consisting of fivgpeople.) T h e J a Btwsyoudesdluightersvhowere nohome at the time of the

108 Kurek,Dz i ec i Uy d o ws [240dn seme kases, canveots requekted some reimbursement for the cost of sheltering
Jewish children when they were reclaimed after the wdr. As Do
compassionately in light ofthe despeqate v er t y of t h eDsnald li. Nievykied FreshiwWoumds:.Early ISaeratives of

Holocaust Surviva{Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 199%1.
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arrest, were also spard@ola managed to escape detection during the raid ontheidme. t hr ee Jar os
childrenwereplaced inthe samec h i | dhekenad ®olayhich waslater transferred to GliwicdJpon

arriving in Gliwi ¢ e , t he J a werestak@8sykhiar aunt Pola RRichtkenwas removed from the
conventon Gliwiceby subterfuge. The Jewish committee sentsoméanegto si ng as t he girl 6s
child was handed over to hitf?.

Rev. Kazimierz Wasiak dhe church of Our Lady of Victory (Corpus Christi parish), on Grochowska Street

in the Warsaw suburb of Pra@g@amionek) was instrumental in the rescue of a number of Jews. He connected

Il rena $mietanowska (n®e Waksenbaum) sbé Wwar siawd J
Smietanowski, and their children Stefan (born in 1
Pac (J-zef $S$mietanowski 6s di Bagwhodowneda milsintmeyillageofd her

t yczyn n eadmproviladdréna afalse birth certificate in the name of Bednarskaceatter Jewish

origin The $mietanowski family lived in tyczyn un
J-zef Smi et anowski was Kkillieed Fiebbraaby atwb42vi t A The
denunciation of the $mietanowskis was kbkandrastayedat el y

with the Al bertine Si sAfterwadsshaandhgrenathenmofedbackw @greaw al w
where hey took shelter in the rectory of Our Lady of Victory Chutohaddition toRev. Wasiakthe rectory

housedhe parishpastor Rev. Feliks De Villeand another priest. Irena and Aleksandra lived at the rectory

from summer 1942 until theirreturntoy c zyn i n summer 1943. They were r €
survived the war in tyczyn. Aleksandra was issued
tyczyn under the assumed name of Bed~wwarsaw,ladewishRev. W
woman named Maria Rybakowska (actually Wieniewicz) and her daughter Katarzyna. They too survived the
war in tyczyn under t h &0 Inpaddiionetathe iaforemeridned tAleksandPaa ¢ f a |
§mietanowska, tlietAlckgntiaheoSisseet ered'addHaka Ar bes
Krall, a welkknown journalist whaounted45 Polesvho riskedtheir lives torescueher*?

Anot her survivor describes the fate of hMarsawaunt , I
leading the life of a beggar. She frequented Catholic churches where she begged, received assistance, and
occasionally shelter. Her identity as a Jew was known or suspected by many. Although occasionally taunted by
some young ruffians, she was netiayed during the two years she lived on the streets on Wddsmseph

FreemanKi ngdom of Night: The Saga [LanhamaMaanadniversity St r u g ¢
Press of America, 2006], pp.1il1%.)

Frania had |lived in Zamosc [ZamoSi], along with her hu
They managed to endure ghetto conditions with the help of Polish friends who provided food and money. They also gave
Frania a false ID, which ghcould use in case of an emarge.

In October 1942, the Zamosc ghetto was brutally liquidated by the German forces. By then, one daughter had escaped
to Russia and another had left the ghetto and was working in a factory on the Aryan side. Duiqgdagon, my
aunt removed her armband with the Star of David and sneaked out of the ghetto to get some food for her daughter and

husband. Upon her return she witnessed the | iquidation
inhabitans s hot by the SS and Ukrainian Auxiliary Police. H
ti me for me to get out of this place. | &dm alone. My hus

people. | have nowhere go. | cannot stay here, endangering the life of your family. May the Lord take care of you.

109 Testimonyof Pola RichterOctober 22, 1947, Archive of thkewish Historichinstitute (Warsaw), recorgroup 301, number

5399; Rysia SobeMa s § o Wwaktl iavspomnieniaSecond edition (Haifa: Ayalon, 1973), Part One, 1118 204 207; Diane
Armstrong,Mosaic: A Chronicle of Five Generatiofigilsons Point, N.S.W.: Random Houd&98), 39294, Jolanta Chodorska,

ed.Godni synowie naszej Ojczyzny: YWaadcaomt: wlVynadweas gawe Ba-apel
Part Two, 16#65.An official German announcement of January 28, 1944 concerning the deatltsémigosed on 84 people, five

of them specifically for sheltering or otherwise Eskpngndews,
ZwolakowaPo |l acy ti§9d5x4i42. 1939

100)a (urodzona w 1937) [Aleksandra Leliwao p y «tay] (Es A Ni e mMidrase,noklq129), January 2008: 4.

11 Testimony of Hanka Arbesfeld, Ghetto Fighters House Archives (Israel), catalog no. 4918, registry no. 02850collection.
M2Bartoszewski Temjestzbjezyznymoj@ited. 410 13.
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Thank you for helping me. Some day | will return and pay you back for the things which you did for me and my family.

To get out of the city she took care to pasa gentile. Fortunately, she hade [sic] blond hair and blue eyes and spoke
fluent Polish without any accent. Leaving nothing to chance, she boarded a train wearing a big cross on her chest and
under her arm was a Christian prayer book. Reasoning thveasteasier to get lost in a bog city, she left Zamosc, for
the Polish capital of Warsaw, where she assumed the appearance of a beggar. Warsaw was a crowded metropolis, full of
people trying to do their best to persevere. But survival was not easy, eveolds, as the Germans planned to
transform the entire population into slaves working for the Fatherland. As a result, the streets of Warsaw were teeming
with paupers just looking for handouts. Many stationed themselves at the entrances of churehespatuthlead with
worshipers for food and money.

My aunt was a lost sole in Warsawithout funds and without shelter. She slept where she&asolahetimes invited
into homes by strangers, sometimes on the street. It was a very hard and dangerbus difee had no choice.
Ironically, it was the Catholic churches that provided the greatest refuge for my Jewish aunt. She found a priest who
gave her permission to solicit on the steps of the sanctuary. He also allowed her to wash her clothes areldéke car
herself in the rear of the church, but only during the warmer months. In the winter she had to cfear had hands
with snow and frequently went weeks without washing hef$edfharsh cold and rains of winter left her sick, and she
often had tdind refuge by sleeping on the hard wooden benches inside the church. Already familiar with Catholic
liturgy, she prayed and sang along with other worshipers, with a prayer book in one hand and a cross in the other. But
this, too, was noteasy. Attim&p | i sh yout hs t tostoyZywawkd efirt ob ys tc-aj(l A{iBdga widg O ]
You Jewd), forcing her to flee to another part of the town and finding another church for safe hérbor.

For two years my aunt had to endure the shame of posing as a beggar woman, living off the magnanimity of church
officials and the generosity of strangers. She also lived through the Warsaw uprising in August 1944, when the Germans
destroyed the city, killing hundreds of thousands of Poles. She saw how the Nazis eradicated Polish patriots who
dreamed of a democratic Poldywhile the Red army cynically watched from the other side of the Vistula. The Germans
left Warsaw in ruins, liquidating almost all the inhabitants of the city. Those who did not perish were sent either to labor
camps in Nazermany or to transit campa Poland. My aunt was arrested and spent the remainder of the war in one
such camp in eastern Poland, from where she was liberated by Russian and Polish forces in January 1945.

It was only with great difficulty that she rehad to Zamosc after the war Europe came to an end. Immediately she
reconnected with her Polish friend who, true to his word, returned the hardware stdfesthiathad left with his years
earlier. She got back her home, too, but she was alone. It was very difficult for hesrtdigiog, so it was that our
finding each other came as a blessing.

Moshe and Ev&Veinman Wajnmar) befriendedRev.J - ZGarbalathe pastor o&dPolish National Catholic

(KoSci - § P o)pasishioXKkaa rolKyresdoa Rev. Garbaltaught then prayersso they coulghass

asChristians After their conversion in 1940, the family lived for a period of time as Christians. Their oldest
daughter, Ruth, obtained false documents under the name of Krystyna Kowalska and went to stay with the
pastor of théolish National Catholicinthe vilagedfu ci sko near Ko&E&skie. That pr
Jewish couple going by the name of Majewski, who may have been implicated in the disappearance of Ruth.
(After the war Majewski worked for the State Security office in Katowiks#er the loss of thie parentsthe

oldest son, @-yearold Witold, took the youngesibling, Henryk,who wasborn inMarch1941and was not

circumcised t o K Dexdinbef948. He left him at the entrance of the building at 45 Krakowska Street,

near the Albertine Sister6 or phanage, wrapped in a blanket,. As Wi
J-zef tookHenkkaway. Henr yk was t ak erphanagmn Koletek Skdetb e r t i n e
wherehavas known A te&tranihejgaawr, Henryk was adopted by

who did not want to return the child when his brother, Witold, found Wititold then took his #earold
sister Danuta, known as Dana or Danusia (her Hebrewe maan Rachel; later she became Dena Axelrod),
born in 1936, to Warsaw and left her at St. James church (achediiurch ofhe Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Marpf St. James pari3h on Gr - jnear Nautosicz rISguaréier brother
instructed heto turn to a priest for help pretending to be Barl$diaak, a lost childShe was taketo the
office of the Polish social welfare agency, where lost children were brought. (Accordivey&vsion, Danuta
was first takerin by a Polish family who then left her at a police station, and an unknown Pdiistnpan
rescued her arfstought her to the social welfare agency office.) Danutawas introduSed®ni s aw Kor na
anofficial at the agengywhobecameéher guardianShe stayed itheoneroom apartmertie shared with his
family. In July 1944, just Herethe Warsaw Uprising broke qutornacki placed Danuta in@arding school
on Mar ys i @Bthk eutskits of Wardgwvhich was relocated to Poromiear Zakopanafter the city
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was evacuatedKornackicontinued to care fdbanutathroughout tle war She returned to his homeMay
1945and remained with hirantil November 1947. Henryk and Danuta weventuallyreunited with their
brother Witold, whalsosurvived A Polish friend, Jan Szalla, found Witold a job as a farm hand on an estate
inGg o s k- w n ewahere Wdavaskreown as Witold Winiarski. The estaise managed bgountJan
SkarbekT § u ¢ h,evmosuded to provide food to Jews hiding in the forests. Count Skarigels ¢ h load s Kk i
been expelled by the Germans from his own egtafdje n e a r . Theéy @relatewevicted to a small
farm in the near bWhewitdldr eed eu r nfe dC z fos tSckrair dlyemétop af t er
again with Rev. Garbala who took him in and cared for him. Witold followed Rev. Gavhala he vas
transferredo another parish i r u d zWithldiattended high school there and served as an altar boy. In the
summer of 1946he decided to return to the Jewish communifyThe story of Dana Wajnman is found in
Gutman and Bendefhe Encyclopedia dhe Righteous Among the Nationslume 4 Poland,Part 1 at page

375.

InJanuary 1943, siyearo | d Dana Waj nmdgwitdld) sembdgt edr behepbut of the Pr
ghetto, in the Kielce district, and took her with him to Warsaw. Uptne i r arr i val , Danads brott
church [St. James] and tell the priest that her parédvad died in the war and that she had nowhere to go. The priest
accompanied |little Dana to t he o6dsbcialavelfare agdncylwheaeaRR&E0 [ Ra d a
of ficial, Stanislaw [ Stanisgaw] Kedthatahe was Jewighamdsotdhimn e d h e
her story, Kornacki, stirred to compassion, arranged for Dana to stay in an orphanage near Warsaw under an assumed
identity, where he used to visit her and bring her candy and clothing. Dana also used to staymeittkikor occasion.

Dana remained in the orphanage until January 1945, when the area was liberated. After the war, when he discovered
that Danab6s parents had perished, Kornacki adopted her
emigraed to the United States.

Rev. J-zef Kami (Makan Kubzonemrdaewishsboyoiln in €937, iwho had beemsaggled

out of the Warsaw ghetto and left at the Catholic Aid Centre. Thewlay was baptized and assumed the
nameMar z ywhEsdefi ,t o t he Oroiptmmagénoer Fbadtyhse risnd Ga¥fni ew out si i
was also staffelly the Sisters Servants of the Blessed Virgin Mary Immaculately Conckieed. z yWhe K i

became an altar bosgcalledthe precautions that were taken wi@ermans arrived at the orphanagen

the chapel was used whenever Germans were around, probably buying some goods or being around. | was
always taken by one of the brothers to the chapel, and | was hiding, either by serving the mass or sometimes
behind he alta*** (Gutman and BendeiThe Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Nat@hsme 4:

Poland,Part 1, p.324.)

In the summer of 1942, Jozef Kamirfskl - z eif (Eskkaindst, turned to Antonina Kaczorowska, and asked her to

look after Marian Marzynski Ma r z yadaseykearb | d or phan. After Kaczorowska, a
hospital who lived on the hospital premises, agreed the orphan was brmughlr apartment. Although she soon

discovered that Marian was a Jew who had been smuggled out of the local ghetto, Kaczorowska decided to look after

him. Kaczorowska obtained Aryan papers for Marian, whom she passed off as a relative. Inspiredligydes figgth

to look after the persecuted, Kaczorowska took good care of Marian without expecting anything in return. Marian stayed

Bpji ana Binder, i Ab anHbtrosseftheHolodauflew York:Beridey Boeks, £988), 21125, Dena Axelrod,

ioMy Name i s Bar barGhidéedWho Burviked the FinalSalutifdewnYork: @Jdiverse, 2004), 19204

Emily Taitz, ed.,Holocaust Survivors: A Biographical DictionafWestport, Connecticut, and London: Greenwood Press, 2007),

volume 1, 1517, Testimony ofWitold Weinman,September 13, 1948ychive of theJewish Historical Institute (Warsawgcord

group D1, numbed 945;Testimony of Henryk Weinmairebruary 1948Archive of thelewish Historical Institute (Warsawgcord

group 301, numbed362 Testimony of Stanislaw Kornacki, September 20, 195¢hive of theJewish Historical Institute (Warsaw),

recod group 301, numbéi635 Testimony of Dena Axelrod, Yad Vashem Archives, file 7.786

M4 Testimony oMarianMarzynski,October 24, 1997hoah Foundation Institute Visual History Archimiversity of Southern
California,Interview code 3472%ternet<http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/germans/maridhé>r zy Es ki  al s 0o ma
the following bizarre cl ai m: fiSee, during the war, when peop
[sic]. People were dressing up. They were going to church, they were singing the songs. They were ¢orthest&bd. So |

played this game. I't was oppressive, of course, but at the s
Mar zynski , iBefore I Wa s Anybody, I Wa s a Child survivo
<http//www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/biographies/nefieegetto-lie/beforei-wasanybodyi-wasa-child-survivor-of-the-

holocaust?.
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with Kaczorowska for eight months, after which a place was found for him in an orphanage run by a convent in the
vilageofLazni ew [ GaF¥ni ew], near Warsaw, where he stayed unc
his stay at the orphanage, Kaczorowska came to visit him and brought him clothes and candy. After the war, his mother
traced him and reclaimed him.

TheSalesiarbociety (Society of St. Francis de SaE®ltered Jewprimarily boysatvariousinstitutionsfor

boysin several localitiesthe Ks. Siemca Instituten Lipowa Streein Warsaw anorphanage on Litewska

Street in Warsawa boarding schooln Gg o s k - w n e aboardilig sceoal WC z tbchowa an

orphanage i r z e;mnyd&nlorphanage irs u p r'*aAsbng the priestdirectly involved in the rescue of
JewswereRev. Jan Mazerskihe directoof theKs. Siemca InstitutdRev. Stani§w Janikof the Ks. Siemca

Institute who procured false documents for JeavalRev.Ad am Skagbani a schoolfoeboydi r ect o
inGgos.k-w

Artur Ney, born in Warsaw in 1930, was lived in the Warsaw ghetto together with his parents. He ventured out

of the ghetto frequently, buying goods and then smuggling them into the ghettaé&de.régvhen the ghetto

uprising broke out in April 1943, Artur happened to be on the Aryan side, at the home of the Serafinowicz
family, who offered him a base outside theetjp. They made arrangements for Artur to stay with their
relatives in a Warsaw suburb where he remained for a brief period. Artur then found employment as a farm
hand in the villageref hBuwowkedaf o6rthecPuwhaga f a
was Jewish but Artur felt safe among them. At one point, Artur was injured on the farm, and a nun, who was a
nurse, came to see him twice to dress his wound. She too was aware he wagdewrsturned to Warsaw

in December 1943, when the Germans carried out a roprid the village seizing Poles for labour in

Germany. He turned to the Polish civilian welfare authorities for assistance. Realizing he was Jewish, they sent
him to the Ks. Smca Institute, a boarding school for boys run by the Salesian Séctatywas known there

as Piotr Grodzi eEGski, using identity documents hi
Mazerski, who had assumed a false identity because he was wanted by the bastapp, awar e of Ar
Jewish origin. Eventuallyof his own accord, Artur asked Rev. Stefanowski (likely an alias), his religion
teacher, to christen him. Arthur learned that there was at least one other Jewish boy, who was a prefect, at this
institution. Artur remembered him as a mean boy who tookradge of the younger boys. (In fact, there were

several Jewish boys residing there. The Goldstein brotherdhath®emitic appearances, westerredhere

by the Warsaw Social Services Departm&hey went by the name &fesarski'’) Artur Ney relates # story

of his stay in Warsaw in the following accougtSt ani sgaw Wr o@Eski Palhnac WMatry @z iz
19391945 War saw: Ksi NUOkpp33ii32Wi edza, 19717,

I went to the emergency wel fare depar tenifcaedafromdboywhdhe ghet
was a convert who was later deported from the ghetto. They checked the document in the social welfare office and

15The Goldstein brothers, among others, were sheltered at the Ks. Siemca Institute in Warsaw; A. Filipowski and the Krakowiak
brothers were sheltered at the boarding school in Creeist ochowe
located near the Warsaw ghetto, were transferred out soon after their arrival there. The orphanage was closed perthanently by
Germans in the fall of 1943%ee PietrzykowsklT o war zy st wo Sal ezj aEski e wlossd4956e 5w war unk
ZieltEskee, religijne w Pol s cié94y7d4546.duian PsiranskNandseverhl ethepJevasksho 1 9 3 9
were sheltered by Dihaecoudtdsse sutlades KurekD zHA rezce myUS/id.o ws RG4.éAccount& | as zt or
from the Salesian parisheslinw - (@ur Lady of Ostra Brama) and Warsaw (Basilica of the Sacred Heart of desisst at

elsewhere in the texRe v . Wawr zyniec Kapczuk, a Sal esi an, Hiegzykbwski,i eved t c
Towarzystwo SalezjaGkie wilP4ls5Sce w warunkach okupacji 1939
Uwanted by t he Ge slanaMpzerski escapkta VdaksawwArtur Rey,who found shelteKat Siemca Institute,

knew Fr. Mazerskiinder his assumed identity &dn Kapustg(Rev. Jan Kapusta, whwad been arrested by the Soviets in Eastern

Poland in November 193@asdeported to the Gulag and reded only in December 195®uring the Warsawprising of August

1944 ,Rev.Mazerski took refuge in the convent of tBenedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the

New Town Market Square. The convent was bombed by the GewnaAsgust 31,1944 killing 36 nuns, 4 priests (Rev. Jan
Mazerski, Rev. J-zef Archutowski, Rev. Michag Rozwadowski, an
among them Jews who had taken refugeti®eee Syl west efiJdndiMazelj ensSAkEDB ilB®I0ilsta i or
Seminareyolume 35 (2014), no. 3: 119.

" pietrzykowskiTowar zyst wo Sal ezjaGEskie wilP4li56.ce w warunkach okupac,]
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discovered that it belonged to a convert. So | was sent to an institute which was run by Rev. Jan Kapustaids a conv
He was there as a civilian, hiding from the Germans. His real name was Jan Marzerski [Mazerski]. He was a good
person. Rev. Stafanowski also knew about me, and he was good to me too. The children who resided there knew nothing
about me. While theredompleted my sixth grade of public school. There were about 100 people there in total. The
institute was located at 59 Sienfiemca]Street. | stayed there until the Uprising [in August 1944].

During the Uprising | joined the Home Army. They knew$ d@wish. The whole time | was in the first frontline in

horrible conditions. I went there of my own free wild]l,
October 7 we all left Warsaw as tnhvwayflomthdtransgort andnhadeit We we
to Gowicz. €é | stayed there until the Soviet Army arri:

During the Warsaw Uprising Artur was protected by
unidentified chaplain, both of whom knew he was Jewis Af t er t he wuprising, Capta
the name of Kazimierczak helped Artur to escape f
surviving family, Artur decided to return to the Salesians after the war. He stayed at their cgphanag
GgosKi &l one outside Warsaw for more than a year, w!
knew that | was Jewish but they didndédt treat me an
Henryk Ignaczewski, the directorthie orphanage. A former employee of his deceased father was surprised to

run into Artur. He put him in contact with an aunt and uncle who had also survived. They made arrangements

for Artur to leave Poland with them, and Artur eventually settled in Catéda

Fr. Adam Skadgb anSalasjarStolt ¢ sohaglfosoysin@ig s & ¢ & b €iklongjnear
Warsawwas awardegosthumouslypy Yad Vashem in 2006 ftiis rescue effortdmong the Jewish boys he
accepted at this institutiowere the cousis Jan Majzeland Karol Majzel, and Piotr Krasuck{Adam
Skagbani a, The DaRbageh t e o Yad Vashem, Internet:
<http://db.yadvashem.org/righteous/family.html?language=en&itemld=5728)782

DuringthewarAdam Skagbani a, a Ca thhSilésiarc[sichQrdereveotkedashdadmastenbfer o f
boys6é school 1Ggmw slagmal ilzge SOmedl8 km south of Wardawhe fall of 1942, Jan Majzel

(b. 1928, later Ja Mostowskil Ma g k i elateir 3az Philipp) arrived at the schqgdiaving previously hidden in
Warsaw with his fathe f t er pl acing his son in Skagbaniabds care, Ma
Meanwhil e, Majzel &8s c ous iLaskdwski)was hid{ngpon thel ABy8nide wittsmtoteer. Ga s k o w
By the end of 1942 the threat of being discovered and arrested grew dangerously high. When she learned that Jan was

already safely at the school, Karol 6s mother went to be
immediatey , posi ng asdaa pfocohra roirtpyh acna sseeont fr om anot her Sal esi
at the school, passing as her sonés aunt. Altogether, o
whowas also in hiding,altog wi t h several wuniversity professdoaidd whose
whom needed to be fed and cared for. Few of them could pay any tuition, and the school was aided by some of the

neighboring farmers. oSHyggpemisan Rhovaeeenf whe Jbwi sh ide
Sundays, mass was held for all the villagers in the small schoolhouse, and there was always a risk that their true

identities would be revealed. Détpthe enormous peril to himselfaaod her s, Adam Skagbania fe
persecuted was his moral obligation, and he willingly
Krasucki when they met in G-d¥F after theureghargesitwadhe dan

i mmi nent . O

According to abrochureRighteous Among the Natiomgiblished for the award ceremony held in Warsaw on
June 14, 2010

118 Artur (Arthur) Ney describes his stay with the Salesian Socidgngth in his autobiographrthur Ney,W Hour(Toronto:

Azrieli Foundation, 201} 98 109. The references to the nun who cared for him when he was a farmhand and the chaplain who
protected him when he joined the underground are found, respectively8&®®B and 119. Hi s stay with the
after the war is described at d@5 57. See also his testimony (Artur Ney) dated January 15, 28¢iTiye of the Jewish Historical

Institute (Warsaw), record group 301, number 2227, which isdapedin partinWr o (s ki a n dP oZlweod ya ktoywdaz, i 193
1945,331i 32.
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The boys had to keep their Jewish origin in secret. However, other boys from thensatecedsily gugsing at it. One

pupil even threatened Jan to inform on him to the GernEresrisk of disclosure was higher because the school was
often inspected by the Germswidiers. Another danger would arise on Sundays when the school attended Mass. People
in church could pay attention to two little boys with dark looks. Fortunately, all of them sutkivedhr. Later on they
moved to Lodg G - .(R&v] Skalbanip S k a § bfferad teeofphaned Jan (his fathveas killed during the occupation)

to live with him Rev Skalbania, a man of great heart and bravery, died in 1986 in Warsaw. TodayLleaskawski

lives in Brazil, his cousin Jan Philigpin the United States. Up to this day, bothhefm remember theiescuer and
guardianwho lent them a helping hand althdube riskechis life.

Severallewish boys were shelterad t h e S al ephanagin SSpa Sliearyiézsa Lewi n ( Le\
from Warsawwas employed as a laundry womamder an assumed identityler 7-yearold son Jan was

housed inhe orphanag@oth of them survived the occupati®r. Brenmirel(or Brenmiller), a local doctor,
andhiswifestasedi N a r ect ory i forsevera wekkdheGodowingpeaestyWwemiolved

in the rescue Rev. W§ ady s § a w, th2 direatdr iofatijeainstitutionRev. Julian Zawadzki the
administratorRev.St ani s g a wRe&®.Leont Kumatvandhe seminariaMi k o g a jSevergl tayg Kk i

persons were on the stalffthis institution'°

The Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Phad to elocate theiorphanagéromBia gy st ok t o Sur p |
1942when the Germans took over their premidsy slkeltered a number of Jewish children and a nun of

Jewish originThree Jewish girls shelteregtthenund Mar i a Syrota, J-zefidma KI| ozc¢
andaJewish boy wergiven ovelto the Jewish community after the whr.addition to the nuns, amotigem

Sister Genowefa Gagu@E the ofthe arphanag&iSone ofthe Jewisho i nv o
charges had been brought tetiphanagby Mar cin CzyUykowski, a Home Arm
ghetto who was honwed by Yad Vashenof rescuing several JeWs.( TheCzy Uy k o ws kThe Fami | y
Polish Righteoudnternet: sttp://www.sprawiedliwi.org.pl/en/family/666,thezyzykowskifamily/>.)

During thewa r Marcin CzyUykowski ' ived i n Bi-gegrplddaaghkters. t oget h.
From the moment t hat a gheto was established in the ¢
i nhabitants. The Biagystok ghetto hel d owafriendsdfith@e00 Je ws
family had also ended up there.

Marcin CzyUykowski provided the ghetto with food and n
organisations who were active outside the ghetto walls. In 1941, he joined the Home Army (AK) within Bhitdk, as
he was assigned the duty of maintaining contact with the ghetto. As part of his activities, he supplied the ghetto with
false documents which gave Jews the chance to escape and live Amyaheside He organised the transport of
weapons to Jewishaptisans and the escape of people into the forest.

He also saved Jewish children, |l eading them into the
kindergartens run by the Sisters of Charity. His actions required great courage and wer®esly risky.

Cczy Uy k o w &Myiassignment was to be the contact with the ghetto. | saved children through my contacts with
the clergy. | once transferred twelve infants, some of whom were still in cradles. | was scared that their crying would

197iel tEskie, rel i giglkwepavcjPhI IsiciadigpraabsEkvia 1R%03g% | ews ka, fASiostry ¢
salezjanie: Zapomniadaa r t a r at owani a tSudprwa SM uBioda giynmsA lodilkig an dvr & aMd myhs Fa,a
tyd-w przechowuje?...0: Polacy niosNcy pomwar $sawnolSest Wtywto wB
NarodoweiKomi sja S$cigania Zbrodni pr 5667c3 ;wkBw a\ aR cogdaol wepw- spkoabes ki Zeangug, a ©
Mi asteczko SupraS$Sl na skrajtar ePlu,s zMizg h K& y B 1z Iy iEsakat gejj sadovad i tEywdd dA¥inma d
polskiejprowincji G- d ¥F: Wydawni ct wo Uni wer syt etjikoGnidszka eSgad ;g alnnisat yZtburto dPn
Narodowi Pol skiemu, Oti7tEwaRogplewskdGotdtzo ,bi2dd @9t oKi6édSwDaB8wcawazen
literat (Byajgy$8fyoka | nst yxdudtz i Ragmiwi cBi aNjaytids @ierdyaoyyski, Povdryspwo 2 0 0

Salezja®kie w Pol sceloslatst.unkach okupacji 1939 ’
207iel tEskie, religijne w Pol sciadpealsEivap Rojgh | kiwskar o WSk Ns19F9 s
salezjanie: Zapomniank ar t a r at owamBiiagymdtowku i SuiKrt @S 1w, ®akinc hNaomyassjoc |

przechow67&@?. Ewa Rogal,epwgdmcMifiaZsatgegcazckao Supr aSl na skaelgj u Puszc
Triabacz, Zamgd aWiaatry,d - w n a2l6pld RegalawskaG eptrt cow ibn,@00it0Ost oc ki e

121 |srael Gutman and Sara Bender, e@ife Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuers ofulévgsthe
Holocaustvolume4: Poland(Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 2Q0Rart1, 163.
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atr act attention to me. The Sisters of Charity accepted
kindergarten. o

The CzyUykowski h-plaoefor ghetto eseappees Amoag those bidden ¢here were the Kaczmarczyk
and Neumek families. Maria and Marcin saw their providing help to needy Jews as their obligation, regardless of the
problems that this would entail.

I'n April 1944, Marcin CzyUykowski was arrested by the
prison. He was then moved to the MauthauSersen concentrationcamgp on hi s r el aease, he ret

The Sisters Servants of the Blessed Virgin Mary Immaculately Cono@uestry S § u U &itNm ij Savi At sz ej
Maryi Panny Ni e pStdeaWsawnhioes eP ontozt hhteerj hzous e wasgani n St ar
a number of institutionthroughout Polandkh er e Jews wer e Chdom! wearWadgayw Br z e U:
Cz i st oGadiliceyGaodziskoDolng”?Ga ¥fni ew, G-d¥, NLebhieaak MRae$hHz wwy,
Piotrk-w Trybunal st ar RTI&pe Ewe, a6 dytliiearphknage inche .
village of Turkowice near Hrubiesz- - w, 33 Jewish
convent s 22 nun s.ldreA Wwdrenot baptized;theyeall Had false bdptismah dertificates

and were permitted to receive the sacr ameBaks . The

a Jesuit, and by a whole network of people outside the convent, includirnigca slieial services inspector.

No one was betrayed. The mother superior of the co
the sisted Ant oni na Manaszczuk (Sister I|Irena), J-zefa R
Galus (SisteR - Behive been recognized by Yad Vashem as Righteous Ge@ilgsman and BendgFhe

Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natiommdyme 5: Poland, Part 2, p.629 Gutman, The
Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuers ofldgmgthe HolocaustSupplementary

Volumes (2002005),volume 1l, p552)

The Turkowice convent in Hrubieszow [Hrubiesz-w] county
in Poland, known for having provided asylum for Jewish children dutie occupation. Some ared in the convent

from the i mmediate surroundings, but most were sent the
children were spearheaded by the mother superior of th
Stmi sgawa. She coll aborated with Jan Dobraczynski [ Dob
children in Warsawdéds City Hall and an active Zegota [te
inspired her students with her owpiit of tolerance. Helped by the nuns Antonina Manaszczuk (Sister Irena) and
Jozefa [J-zef a] Romansewicz (Sister Hermana), she recei

the Catholic religion. The three nuns worked to save Jevhitiren in full cognizance of the danger they had taken

upon themselves. A number of German soldiers were always stationed in the convent, some of whom knew that Jewish
children were hiding there but were willing to turn a blind eye because of their dyyfpathe nuns. Zegota chose to

send children of particularly Jewish appearance there b
main roads. Whenever Zegota activists came across children difficult to hide because of their appteganoould

inform the Turkowice convent and the nuns Romansewicz and Manaszczuk would set out on the long journey to Warsaw

to rescue them. All the boys and girls brought to the Turkowice convent were saved and not a single case of a Jewish
child beingdenounced or handed over to the German authorities is known. Those saved by the three nuns have very fond
memories of them and the conéenf how they cared for them with kind devotion and without discrimination, motivated

only by their conscious and reiays faith.

Sister Bronisgawa R-Ua Galus was one of the nuns teachi
County, Lublin District) where 30 Jewish children were
several Jewish boyswhtnad t aken refuge there under false Christian
Brylant among them. She knew that they were Jewish and was aware of their fears that their Christian friends might
inform on them and c aispkedwatméhiowards keaJevish puils, surreundedRherd with d

love, and protected theré. | n hi s bi ography, Mi chag GgJgowi GEski indicat
Jewish children in the Turkowice convent, three of whom have been recagmiRigthteous Among the Nations, Sister
R-Ua exceeded them all in her devotion and sensitivity,

there and she took them under her personal protection.

1221t was widely knevn that the young daughter of Reb Moshe of Grodzisko was sheltered in an orphanage in thanwibgge
nuns, yet no one betrayed her. See Bertha Ferd8dielAnd t he Sun (Mew ydrk: HblodaustiLibrgrg 1980), 199.

84



Katarzyna Meloch, born in 1932, was onentdny Jewish childretaken inby the nunsHer account is
recor ded i Theladt Eyemotvessésgpages 11415.

I was a Jewish child, saved in an institution for children operated by nuns, Servant Sisters of the Most Holy Virgin Mary

(headquarte ed i n Stara WieS). | am one of a |l arge group of
fJolantaodo (lrena Sendler, the head of tego-twadewishdepartn
children found shelter in Turkowic®he of the nuns, decorated posthumousl vy,

Romansewicz), writes in her yapublished memoirs about nineteen children who were hidden in the institution.

Three nuns from Turkowice (from a religious staff of approximatentytwo persons) have already been awarded
Yad Vashem medals, but rescuing us Jewish children was the joint effort of the entire religious staff. When | write and
speak of the collective rescue deedsServite Departmentdfthe mi nd |
municipal administration of Warsaw, operations were conducted, clandestinely, to place Jewish children in homes
operated by religious orders. The writer Jan Dobraczy:
cowakers Irena Sendler, Jadwiga Piotrowska and also by my wartime Aryan guardian, Jadwiga Deneka. The
Afcollective enterprised would have been impossible with
Superior had no secrets from him) tllawish children were located in the Turkowice institution. He demanded just one
thing, that we all have our Aryan documents in good order.

I cannot fail to mention Father Stanisgaw Bajko. He sa
é

For me, the most important of these persons was and is Sister Irena (Antonina Manaszczuk). Two years ago, she

received,inperso medal at Yad Vashem. é Sister |Irena took us,

to our place of destination. On a daily basis, she looked after several Jewish girls. In the task of rescuing us, she was the
right hand of Mother Superior.

Janusz Sadowski, a Jewish Hoy o m Witl flamingred hair had been wandering aroundmall villages
beforepresenting himself ahe convenin Turkowiceanddeclaing he was JewishThe nuns accepted him
without hesitationHe was well like by theother boys even thougtveryone knew abotis Jewish originHe
was one obeverakeenagéoys killed by Ukrainian nationalistsn May 16, 1944when they accompanied
Sister LongingWanda JaniaT r u d z on@ddodan)ission taearbyWerbkowice'*?

RevTadeusz Zi mi-fearaéld Ludwik Brdadtbdrrointoa family of converts, for several weeks

in suburban Annopokfter he escaped from the Warsaw ghetto toward the end of 1941. An unknown Pole
protected the young boy when he jumped onto atstre as it left the ghetto. He then made his way to family
friendsbythenamedDNbr ows ki in the Old Town, and was transf
an emergency shelter in Warsaw. He was among several childoameretaken, just befor€hristimas 1941,

to the convent of the Sisters Servants of the Blessed Virgin Mary Immaculately Conceived in Turkowice where

he survived the war*

Mi chag GAdammHruG&kdwskjbornin 1934¢came to Turkowicen February 1944He was part of a
grow of somefifteen Jewishchildren who were brought there by Sister Hermana fieerFather Boduen

Home in Warsaw. He recallddeir voyage in the harsh winter conditons i We t ravel l ed a | on
on wooden benches, crowded, frozen, huddled closelyg e tHé adso described the dilemrizaced by the
Catholic clergyregardingthereligious practicesf children |l i ke himself, who had no

Sisters knew about it as well. Still, they allowed something that they may have regardadridsgé my full
participation in religious life. | was entitled not only to pray. | participated actively in everything. | went to
conf essi on, an dPattcipationirkthe sazrament ofiHolynConmunion by-@atholics in

the preVatican I era would have been universally regarded as a sacrilegiousnalgrstandably, as other
accounts demonstrate, it caused some priests great cdieaniouslyG § o w i hé8ssthyedriefly with the

2Wi kt or i a $.)JThelasnEydwinesses: cChildren of the Holocaust Sgagaston, lllinois: Northwestern University

Press, 1998 65i 66. Sister Longina was also murdered together with the boys, all but one of whom were Catholic Poles.

124 Testimony of Ludwik Brylant in ltarzyna Meloch and Halina Szostkiewicz, eflsz i eci Hol oc solume&3u m- wi Né
War saw: Mi drasz and Stowarzyszenlid@7.iDzi eci Hol ocaustuodo w Pol
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Felician Sisters in Otwock and later, for even a shorter time, with the Sisters Servants of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Maryf(Pleszew) in Czersk®

SabinaFutersak(Sheindel Futtersack) placedritevo infant daughtersSonia and Dinawith two Polish

familiesinNi enad - wk a befoejoinifRgher busbawd who was hiding in nearby forEseming

for the safety of their charge, the Benedyk family entrustagtnweek old Dinainto care of lhe Sisters

Servants of the Blessed Virgin Mary Immaculately Conceivéd St ar a Wi eS, who had a
village. Dina was given the name of Maria and survived the war, as did her sister, Sairaa Futersak

located Sonia after the war, but did not manage to find Dina when she left Poland in 1946. Dingpteas ado

by the Benedykdn 1963, Dinawvas reunited with her mother and sister, who had settled in the United States.
(AMot her and Daughter, SepaewshRosiDetembet2h, d96N)azi s, Reu

A Jewish mother has been reunited with taaghter whom she left in the care of a Catholic woman in their small
Polish town when their family was threatened by the Naz
East Side, last saw her daughter when she was seven weeks old. Théne¢ t hey met was at New
Airport when they were brought together by the efforts of a small voluntary agency which tries to reunite families who

were separated during World War Il.

In 1942, the Futersaks were in fear of their lives gitkmall village of Sokoloff S o k g Rpland.]JThe father finally
decided to go into the woods to join a group of partisa
side, joined him; but first she left her two small daughters, Sonia, 1, and Dina, seven vikéks, families in the town
whom they knew well. Dina was left with a Catholic couple, the Benedyks.

The Benedyks, fearing for the safety of their charge, gave her over to a group of nuns. Meanwhile, Futersak was shot
by the Germans, and he died in theods in 1945. His wife managed to escape to Austria where she gave birth to a son,
Samuel.

After the war, Mrs. Futersak tried to find her two daughters. She managed to locate Sonia, but Dina could not be
traced. Mrs. Fut er s ddodestotimednitbdeStatess andishedbandher twe ahiklrerhjagned them in
1949.

This did not mean that she had given up looking for her other daughter. However, for 10 years, all inquiries proved
fruitless. Finally, i nvaidh3ne., andtlined td itfos aidindodatingy the I@nssing d r e n 6 s
Dina.

The agency conducted its investigation in secret for four years and finally located Dina. Only now Dina was Maria
Benedyk; she had been reclaimed and adopted by Mrs. Wladj8¥éing s y sBpeedy&, how a widow, in 1950.

Finding her was one thing; arranging for her to be bro
Salvation ultimately worked out an agreement with Polish authorities, and Maria, now 21, rdodteemother both
were flown to the United States.

Mrs. Benedyk had been frightened when she learned that Mrs. Futersak was still alive and wished to see her daughter,
and she was at first reluctant to bring them together. Finally, however, she Mrote . Futersak: Al 6ve
education. | 6ve cared for her. Someday | wil/l present

Someday came sooner than she thought. Maria and her foster mother were flown to New York where they were met by
hersisterandbréter . They then took her and Mrs. Benedyk to the
being. Maria, although she speaks no English, wishes to stay in the United States; plans for Mrs. Benedyk are not yet
certain.

After Jews emerged fromdhii ng when t he Red Army entered,thedge area
had to go into hiding again when, shortly thereaftes, GermanseturnedCy |l a Sz naj der ( n®e
several other Jewish girteok shelter withthe Sisters Servants of tH&lessed Virgin Mary Immaculately
Conceived (of St .aheawehidgdén)in thie attic 8f sheiriardIsurvieeGarman search

for Jewsfi e nuns comforted us that things would not last long, and brought yé @gdd recalled?®

ZMi chag Giowi Eski 63| aawo Fhe kst FyewitnessSsi 30, wheraltheigquotations can be fouirdhis
autobiographyThe Black Seasor{&vanston, lllinois: Northweestern University Press, 20863 in KurekDz i e c i Oydowski e
klasztorach191 96.

126 Testimony of Cyla Sznajder (Huss), January 25, 1960, Archive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Wacsayroup 3a.,

number 5699.
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Maria Fetlhorn, who was also sheltered at the latter coneémihe Sisters Servants of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Margf(Pleszew) in Czersk r om Mar ch 1944, after
attracted attention wher e rsbheofwakr aki-wi,ngr eicnal Gaegi e
experienced by the residents of the convent. (i w o Wihe kaat Fyewitnessgs43.)

| was then nine years old, and | was one of the oldest children in the orphanage where the majority were little ones. The
nurs, forced to leave their place because of the approaching front line, in a heroic manner and at great personal
sacrifice, tried to provide the assembled group of children with a roof over their heads and something to eat. There were
bombardments and contious flight, fear, hunger, lice, shortages of clothing and shoes. We lasted like this until the end
of the war. At the beginning of 1945, the nuns, together with the children, returned to their ruined quarters in Czersk.

Five Jewishboys among them WJjodzi mi e rwhosdBrescugis descabeddateroni | | i a
were sheltered ianorphanage for boyis Otwock near Warsawin by the Daughters of tlRurest Heart of

the Blessed Virgin MaryOne Jew whoexpressed his thanks tohe di rect or Anfor her
humanitarian c aotedthabth et hesahitludi em, eavas fApoverty str
donations to make ends me&tiditional Jewish children wenglacedn thathome after the liquidation dfi¢

Warsaw ghettd?’

The Daughters of the Purest Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary also shakeerdlewish children at their

orphanage in Warsgwamong them Ewa Goldberg (born in 1931), who was a charge there from January 1943.
After the Warsaw uprisgof August 1944the orphanage was transferred to the monastery of the Franciscan

Fat her s i n "“RSewmplmikng Jewish wemen, including Jakdkaibusia)Blidsztejn(born in
1925),passinga®anut a DNbrowska, were skbhabbérédcatedhatnad
Street in WarsawAfter the WarsawJprising of August 1944the nuns antheir chargesvere deported to

Germany to perform forced labotr.

According to t heDaughtedseof tilesPureseHeartrotitbe, Bledgddia Mary ( C - r k i
Najczystszego Ser ca mssyeddewshin tiseZoiogwingvaces. elevdn zhildrepn )n

War s aw, at sever al Iog:ations, 16 children in Otwoc
Nowe Mi asto amtaidl ®Piéen ciNn Skwvor zecitnedr nSaedBtcagaaPodl
Podlaski, Kolndo® Wi Ino, and Pi Esk.

After escaping from the ghetto in Warsaw, two young sidt®atya (Barbara) and Esther (Jadwiga) Fa@ktor

wandered in the Siedlce area biegdgor food and shelter. Villagers cared for the girls but became frightened,

as they were widely suspected of being Jewish. Sis
asked her superior, Mot her B eoatoadmihBrinm the osphaaagerunHr y n i

by the Daughters of the Purest Heart of the Bl esse

(Yad Vashem file 6166), Batya recalled: fAThe nuns
meduring the many months of wandering, tended my w
2The children were not required to undergo baptism despite t

Donat, born in 1938, who declared his desire to be baptizecaftelthe Germans had left that area and was tlmuknger in
imminentdanger. Seaee (Es ki e z gr o mad z e n i 1847 zotuke6riLnbdin: KatollRko Unisversytet Lubebsid, 1991),

226127; Syl wi a Sadwna@SKa,0ydowska w Otwocku povdcsaw: Dt ydbwepkiwo]
Historyczny, 2002)85; Alexander Donaflhe Holocaust Kingdom: A Memdlrondon: Secker & Warburg, 196341 54; Emily

Taitz, ed.Holocaust Survivors: A Biographical Dictionafyestport, Connecticut, and London: Greenwood Press, 2007), volume 1,

961 97.

128 Testimony of Ewa Goldberg, Archive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw), record group 301, number B5®8; k i e
zgromadzenia zakonne w Polsce 1i93®17,volume 6, 22627.

%jJakoba Blidsztejn (Danuta DNbrowska), The Polish-Righteol
stories/713/>t e Es ki e zgromadzeniiddzwlne5d262 W; Pdhestiemdd®p9of Danuta DNI
Blidsztejn), Archive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw), recor group 301, number 5719.

10t e Eskie zgr omadzeniiadzvalkme 6,22627viHaliRzoRotenszéein (bOrrBil® 1933) and hetesi were

sheltered in the convent in Nowe Miagiad Rl i Sel the testimony of Halina Rotensztein, Ghetto Fighters House archives (Israel),

catalog no. 4802, registry no. 18845collection.
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mont hs, and was tenderly cared for by Mother Supe
orphanage later, even though she was treated wellbg $ wi Nt ek family with whom
war, the two girls, who were |living in the orphana
their elder sister Regina who searched for them and found them. Twd Bun ni s Jawaandir yni ew
St ani s §awa o Wwereeventlalty vesognized by Yad Vashem as Righteous Gentiles, although other

nuns at the orphanagjesuch as Sister Benedykta (Apolonia Kret), who nursed Esther (Jadwiga) back to health

after her arrival at the convent covereittvscabies, abscesses, and'ffige cared for the children as well.

(Martin Gilbert, The Righteous: The Unsung Heroes of the Holog&osbnto: Key Porter, 2003pp.107 8.)

In the village of Czerniejew, in the Siedlce district east of Warsaw, it wasearmibr peasant woman, Stanislawa

[ Stani sgawa] Cabaj, a widow, who gave shelter to two Je
Warsaw ghetto and wandered for several months through
Fearing betrayals, Staslawa Cabaj took Ester, aged eleven, and Batja, a mergdaeold, for sanctuary to Sister

Stanislawa Jozwi kowska [ Stanisgawa J- Fwi kowska], in the
0l was dirty, itjla waet&kr, feddl oédl i 6€Ehé Bans washed me
put me in a clean bed.d The Mother Superior, Beata Br ol
6She fed me, she strengtyhewnreg gner.l6 aAtfttenrdead et T e cloveale ds

the headmaster checked my file and did not find my baptism confirmation. He asked my sister about it. My sister claimed
that the church we had been baptized in, Bielany, a northern suburbre&¥/ehad been bombed, and hoped her

answer would be acceptable. But the headmaster was a P
Polish police chief, and also the Mother Sumedhdror, Owh
Finally my sister confessed that we are Jewish. Ester knew that Mother Superior Beata Bronislawa Hryniewicz loved me

a |l ot and she also would do everything not to harm us.
At the time, half the convent was occupied by German soldiers. Ther\&atperior, determined to strengthen the

young gtohbBisdereté&, sent Est er dpreciselyaher tiiewGermanaveele actiien t he
aroundas to deliver something to other nuns, to feed chic

Nobody knewhe two girls were Jewish except for the Mother Superior and Sister Stanislawa Jozwikowska, who had
brought them in. [This is not true. Sister Benedykta was also aware of their circumstances, and afterwards a priest in the
nearby villaget lhbd &KiontlusE b@ipueéretdhe chil drenbdés state on
Christian prayers and rituals, their true origin would have been suspected by the other nuns and children in the
orphanage, as well as by the Poles who helped théfP.] After the war, the Jewish organization which found the
girls wanted to pay the convent for having |l ooked after
as a Christian, and not for moneyBatpaxtgfheatedaf 6dMDth
Bronislawa Hryniewicz healed me; she recovered my soul by great love; she pampered me as her own child; she dressed
me nice and neat; she combed my hair and tied ribbons in my plaits; she taught me manners {ghra aas
aristocratic noble family). She was strict, but fair with my duties; to pray, to study, to work on my character, to obey,

etc., but every step was with | ove, l ove! 8 On | iberati
forcedto. In autumn when I was nié@én 19451 | eft t he monastery. & At that mome
l ost my childhood forever and pure human | ove. & From 1

correspondence. M6t harw8vperoongedntdoeven wanted to go ba
my story, and she got the medal of Righteous Among the Nations, in Warsaw. Sister Stanislawa Jozwikowska died on 7
December 1984, she also got the medal. Mother SuperioaBeanislawa Hryniewicz is always in my heart, and | still

miss her very much. 6

Another account from the Yad Vashem archives provides somewhat different reasons for taking the children
into the convent, as wel |l as saftheiriJewssh ocighnt (Gummanamnd t h e
Bender,The Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natimhsme 4:Poland,Part 1, pp.31i718.)

In the summer of 1942, dkarold Estera Faktor and her fivgearold sister, Batia, escaped from the Warsaw ghetto

and wandered through fields and villages until they arr
with their brother, Janek, and their sisters, Halina and Regina. A few days before the liquidation of the ghetto and the
deportation oftis inhabitants to Treblinka, all five Faktor children escaped from the ghetto. Two @f treamak and

Bl Asprawiedl i wi z okolic Trebl inkkta) ApolMay a 1Xret20q%, c
<http://www.treblinka.bho.pl/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=68>.
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Regin&® never made it to the Aryan side of the city. Halina, who did not look Jewish, was employed on a local farm,

while Estera and little Batia reachedeh vi | | age of Skorzec [Sk-rzec]. Af ter
orphans, they were sent by the village mayor to the home of an elderly, childless couple who lived in abject poverty.
Despite their willingness to help, the elderly couple was urtatpeovide for the two girls. Ester and Batia, therefore,

turned to the nun Stanislawa Jozwikowska for help. Stanislawa consulted with the Mother Superidr@dakava

Hryniewicz, who next day arranged for the sisters to be transferred to the Dam Jzusowego (Sacred Heart)

convent in Skorzec, without knowing they were Jewish. When the headmistresss of their school asked them for their birth
and baptism certificates, the girls had no choice but to inform the nuns of their true identity. Théantnasn

abandoning them, were more concerned than ever for theibeilb, particulrly Mother BeatBronislawa and Sister

Stanislawa, who perceived helping Jews as a sacred duty. After the war, the convent transferred the Faktor sisters to the
care of he Jewish community in the nearby city of Siedlce. When members of the Jewish Committee heard their story,
they raised money to buy a present for the two nuns, bu
without any thought of rewardo

Gitta Rosenzweig, who was born in Biaga Podl aska i
the name of Czeka®ski who lived in the countryside
an orphanage in the village of Sknrun by theDaughters of the Purest Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The
superior was Sister Aniela Szo¥fdzi EGska. The nuns w
Jewish children amonttpe approximately 40 children under their c#&fter the liberation, Gitta joined her
unclebs family in the United States, as her i mmed:
Conditions in the orphanage, as described in the diary of Sister Jadwiga Gozdektweenelyharsh.This

account also underscores the fact that it was generally common knowledge among the nuns that Jews were
being sheltered in their convent or institutidh.

On the 25th of June, 1943 | took my first convent vows and | was immediately directed to orphaitaijevilage
near Biaga Podlaska é | finally reached Siedlce but on
few kilometres there were derailed and burtraghs and twisted railway lines. This was the result of the activity of the
local partisans, who were exploding the German trains. We were all constantly unsure if we would get there as those
were the last months of the occupation and the fighting was getting more and more severe. ....
In Sitnik the sisters welcomed me warmlyt they were also full of anxiety as the night before there had been a
Ukrainian raid on the orphanage. They were looking for young nuns to have fun with. The head sister was threatened
that she would be shot. She was saved by the children, who reflisedaov e her si de and were bec
The orphanage was located in two old houses without electricity or hygiene facilities. The sisters and girls lived in the
larger house with a veranda. The larger room was changed into canteen and ddgrabitdren. The place was very
packed; several sisters had to share one room. é
Our head sister was Sister Aniela Szo¥dzi Gska. There w
19, both boys and girls. &
There were 15 hectares [37 acres] of land, with a garden, orchard and bee hives. We had a few cesyigsrs
sheep and chickens. The work was extremely hard, as there were no tools and we did all the work manually with the help
of the older children. é
The children were mostly orphans and kafphans due to the war. They were coming to us terribly dnd insect

ridden. Often we had to burn all of the childds bel ongi
Thank God we had enough food. €é The worst situation we
patchesat o the old ones. ¢é It was the worst with shoes. F

priest and a former teacher, a man with golden hands and heart, spent all of his spare time with the children. He was

2fbouble Life of Gitta,o Geneal ogy Res e amude.pl/§enanogy/gesealogpol i n Tr

researckstories>TheUni t ed St ates Hol ocaust Memorial Museum claims that
Rosenzweigbs release from the convent. Seed Photf egi aph h@® IShtad
<http://www.ushmm.org/irdrmation/exhibitions/travelingxhibitions/retiregexhibitions/lifein-shadows. This is an unwarranted

smear that is intended to diminish the value of tflpmentunsoé r es
andcaredforhern dire circumstances, putting the nunsdé |ives at ri sk
food allocated to the Jewish ones. It is not surprising, therefore, that the head of the convent may have suggesteigho the Je
organiation that reclaimed her, and was well funded by American Jews, to make a contribution to the orphanage for the benefit of

other children who remained there in impoverished circumstances. What is surprising, however, is the apparent lackiodany eff

the part of the rescued person to have Yad Vashem confer recognition on her selfless benefactors.
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able to resolve any problem. Hecadred some military tarpaulin, arranged for a shoemaker, and was personally
producing wooden soles. €é In this way we made shoes f o

The winters of 1944/45/46 were the hardest. Then we started to get some donations. Often maticadwm shoes
which were different in order for every child to get a pair of shoes. Among our Polish children there were also Jewish
children. Some of them had very characteristic Jewish features. We had a lot of anxiety and troubles related to that,
especially since right after my arrival part of our house was occupied by the German police commando station. We had
to constantly hide the children and do our best not to be betrayed, because we were all aware that in such a case we
would all be killed on ta spot. One girl in particular was very beautiful and she stood out from all the rest of our
children. She had a very pale and delicate complexion, blond, curly hair, and blue eyes, and for a long time it was
difficult for her to learn to speak Polish cida The Germans were constantly asking who this child was and why she
was she so different from the others. All the time we said that this is the child of Polish nobility and, for this reason, sh
is so different and delicate. After the war, a Jewish oigtion traced her and, in spite of her resistance and great
despair, because she had gotten very attached to the sisters, she was taken away with force and taken abroad where she
probably had some rich family. All of those children had Polish papers githawvas named MarysiaCzet&s ka. Th e
boys were Henryk Gogubiak, Andr zej Sitnicki, who was d
remember.

In summer 1944, after the Germans retreated, we were located in the middle of the front line. We spent a few difficult
dayswith the children in bomb shelters dug in the garden, as the Germans and the Soviets took turns starting their
of fensive. An incendiary bomb exploded next to our hous
nearby village was complt el y bombed and devastated. é God saved us
thanksgiving, we placed a statue of Our Lady in front of the house.

The Franciscan Sisters of the Family of Méyostry Franciszkanki Rodziny Maryescuednore tharb00
Jewish children andt least 150ewsh adultsandalsoprovided temporary assistance to many other Jaws,
their homes and orphanages throughout Poland: @wsiar Warsavé) two orphanages housed 40 children
eachhalf ofwhom were Jewish B i aDyvorgka{near Warsaw) B r wriear Wavsaw)Brzezinki(near
Warsaw) Grodzisk Mazowieck{near Warsaw)lzabelin (near Warsa@)somel5 Jews were shelterby

three nunsn the small home ithzabelin Ko gomyj a(pnearKVarsai)o wKireacs n y s (heamw , Go mn
Turka)d thereabout 25Jewish girls among the 120 Polish children L w - w, M({neardWarsdwe s i e
Mirzec, Mszana Dol na, Ni ebor - w, (GeartWarsaw) tieece wsrevi nt ok r

some 40 Jewish girls among the 150 children as wetiaais than ten adult JeyBodhajcdn e ar B)y ze Uany
Pustelnik(near Warsaw)Sambor, Soplicowgnear Warsaw)T § u @damreZaleszczyki Turka, Warsaw

(Ch e § m$ lakout & dbzen Jewish children were sheltered at this institdtiorl) a 5 31,1 2Wo Inaned S z

976 15 Jewish girls were shelteratithishomg, and Wo | gneaBWajskw)Amaeng the sisters who

stand out for their role in this vast rescue mission are: Mother Matylda Getter, the provincial superior in
Warsawwho oversaw the reception of sgal hundred Jevatt he or der 6s convent on Ho
and their transfer to other institutions Mot h e r Ludwi ka Li s (adftheordeyand ) , t he
Mother Janina Wirball, the vicar genefabthi n L w- w; Si st e rthesupesidindmn; SisterS a wi c Kk &
Ber nar da oflzebelia;Sstek Tekla (Anna) BudnowskdiGo mna; Si st er ofRfiuelya St ¢
Sister Helena DobieclaPu st el ni k; Si s ofSambd;&ikter Qlga Sthwatbe supenosok a
theDivineMer cy home on ChegmskaT®&tr esat Sltsupsiavofthahome and S
on t e lreetmWarsa®Yarious nuns such &isters Janina Kruszewska, Apolonia Loramd Stefania

Mi a Sk iwene charged with transporting Jewish dreéh from one institution to anothéBaptismal

certificates for the Jewish charges were obtained from various Warsaw parishes: St. Barbara, St. Florian, Holy
Cross, St. Adalbert, St. Jamédl Saints,ard Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Margs well agrom parishes

outside Warsawsuch as St. Anthonyand $tar y Ma g d a | .&ansignor Mardel@odiewski and

Rev. Zygmunt Kaczy@&EsKki wer e Mansignor Gadleveski brqughhabdutp f u | [
twenty Jewish boys out of the Warsaw ghetto and placed them in the orphanage (i éfeBa Antonietta

Fr Ncek, fARatowad@y .S miteo NaszDzidnikiarghr @ March 12, March 1516,

March 19, March 26, April 4, 2008Despite the fact that at least several hundred Sisters of the Family of

Mary risked their lives to rescue Jews, difigeeof them Mother Matylda Gdér of Warsaw Sister Helena
ChmielewskafPodhajceand Si st er Cel i nbaeBegnidzoraed by YXad VashemhiS a mb o r

is indicativeof thesorrystate of recognition of Polish rescuers by that institufitwe. following accounts are
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found in Gutman and Bendef,he Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natimismes 4 and 5:
Poland,Part 1, at page 234; Part 2, at pages 683702, 728, and 9836.

[1] Matyl da Getter (Mother Matyl da) wa sheWasawdisoidt.Int he Fr a
her capacity as Mother Superior, Matylda ran a number o
hid many Jewish children during the occupation. In 19423, Mother Matylda contacted the workers of Centos, an
organization which arranged care for orphans and abandoned Jewish children in the Warsaw ghetto. Many of these
children, after being smuggled out of the ghetto, were
exactly how many Jewishthd r en wer e saved by the institutions of #fMalil
girlsd including Wanda Rozenbaum, Margareta Frydman [later Marife Acher], and Chana ZajtmafHanna

Zajdman, later Fajgenbaud]f ound refuge in the Pl udy [CRapaZdjimpnfilstr anch a
stayed fora fewmonths int h e n u nresthonsamlaabdliinb e f or e b ei n go seecbel@jdMothes P Judy
Matylda was fond of saying that it was her duty to s&esé in trouble. Spurred by her religious faith, she never
demanded payment for her services, although some paren
Despite the fact that most of the Jewish children were baptized while in thetimssitthey all returned to Judaism

after the liberation.

[2]Profess or St ani sl aw [ Stani s gawlk nFbomno vescxikpie,r ta ipmh yshii didare,n 6vse
occupation, he was the head of the childrends municipal
of democratic and socialist dtwrs who helped save Jews who fled from the ghetto to the Aryan side of the city. In

saving Jewish children, Popowski collaborated with Matylda Getter, the mother superior of a Franciscan convent in the
area. é Bianka Per | mut fphysiciangAmeld athcaSiefphiad Rentmuttedyho dad beermi | 'y o
friendly with the Popowski famil y,-scéledeporsatiosimbegunmerdf out o
1942 and the Popowskis hid her in their home, where she was treated witlleartion as if she were a member of the
family. After a few months, Aryan papers were arranged
run by the Franciscan sisters, where she remained until the liberation.

[3] After the establishmert f Zegota [tegotal], Il rena Sendler, who I|ive:!
Her job in the Warsaw Municipalitydéds soci al affairs de
assignments. In September 1943, Sendler was aéapmoid di rect or of Zegotadbds Departn
Children. Sendler, whose underground name was Jolanta, exploited her contacts with orphanages and institutes for
abandoned children, to send Jewish children there. Many of the children were HesntRodzina Mari{fRodzina

Maryi] (Family of Mary) Orphanagedfn Ho Ua Street ] in Warsaw an[®istarso rel i g
Servants of the Blessed Virgin iMzarly ChoomovgChodma twe oyt Comee i
Warsaw] and in Turkowice near Lublin. In late 1943, Sendler wastedeand sentenced to death, but underground

activists managed to bribe officials to release her. After her release, even though she knew that the authorities were
keeping an eye on her, Sendler continued her underground activities. The exact numhdreofsdied by Sendler is

unknown.

[4] The occupation did not curtail the friendship betwe
playwright, and his many Jewish writer friends. On the contrary, he maintained contact with them and tried to help them
to the bestofhiabi | i ty. As a member of Zegota [tegot a] i n War

documents, found them hiding places on the Aryan side of the city, and offered them financial assistance. Among the
Jews he hel ped wer e BrAolenj TadewszvReihdgng, Wanda Haa, dghinalRei¢her,nJanina

Wi erzbicka, and Natalia Zwierzowa. Smol skibés youngest <c
of friends of his, who was five when she first arrived. At first, Smolski hid hes home and with relatives, until he

found her a safer place in a convent in @mow [Chdom W actually, with the Franciscan Sisters of the Family of

Mary i 1, redr Warsaw.

[5] When the war broke out, Aleksander Zelwerayia wellknown Polish actor, was living in Warsaw with his
daughter, Helena (later Orchdn Or ¢ hAatfi§endofAgust 1942, one of Helenads prew
came to her with her t§earold daughter, Hania. They had managed to flee the ghetto and were looking for shelter.

The Zel werowiczesd6 apartment was a lelrlae Cagpary. dlevertheegs, as a |
Helena and her daughter were invited to stay with them for a few weeks and then after that with some friends of the

133Grynbergk s i "ga spr49&i edl i wych,
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Zelwerowiczes. All the while, Helena was looking for a permanent hiding place for the Jews. In theangogsible

to hide them in a convent located in Izabelin, near Warsaw, where they were able to wait out the rest of the war. Miriam
stayed with Heler@who provided for all her needsuntil Warsaw was evacuated after the suppression of the Warsaw
Uprisingi n Oct ober 1944. She moved in with Helenadbds father
Council [RGO] in Sochaczew at that time. é After the wa
Israel.

Helena Zelwerowicz coatted her priest and confessor with the aim of finding a permanent refuge for Helena
Caspari(then Helena Zajdmargnd her daughter Hanna. The two were directed taconeent of the

Franciscan Sistersoftiieami | y of Mary on Ho é&hdoaSdnver i@ zabeélim whate r s a w,
Helena remained dressed as a mntil the end of the waAfter several months, Hanna was transferred to the
institution for girls inP § uY y .

Pola Hajt and her daughter, Lusialinka (later Zipi Kamon), were rescuedtsa Divine Mercy institution on
Chegmska Street in Warsaw, which was run byoft he Fr
Sister Olga Schwarc, the supemdthishomeduring the war, the two Jewish survivors wrote a letter in 1978
expressing their gratitude to Sister Olga. A photograph of some of the chiliceresidedt this institution

during that timeshowing LusiegHalinka Hajt standing next to the chaplain, Rev. ZygmuneSg&« o ws ki , h a
been preservedit least a dozen Jewisthildren were sheltered in this horfe.

Among themanyJewish children sheltered at the conwefrthe Franciscan Sisters of the Family of Many

HoUa Str eet theafordemtisneBvankaRernritter (now Bianca Lerner), who spent a year and

alel f there, and the daughter of a | awylythedsonadm Pozn
Hof nungos fBergmam with Whers e kad left his chifdWarsaw'*® The sistes Lilaand Mary

Goldschmidt weralso sheltereat that convent. ili Goldschmidt recalled hefirst meeting withMother
Matylda Getter as followé Ter esa Fr Ncek, fiZgromadzeniid9g8i5, 9t nn nRo
KoSci - | katolicki na ziemiach pol sk votumelWasavasi e | |
Akademia Teologii Katolickiej, 1973], pp.231):

I will not forget that momerats long as | liveMother Getterwasingds mal | garden on HoUa Stree
and told her that | had nowhere to go, that | am a Jew, and therefdl@ved Mother Getter repliedvith thesevords:
AiMy chil eénters/khoegeurtyard and asks for help, in the nam

Whenever a Gestapo raid on one of the orphanages was believed immotaet,Matylda arranged to have

children who looked too obviously Jewish taken to temporary shelter elseWteza.there was not enough

time to do this, those particularly Jewilstoking children would have their heads or faces bandagyiéday

had been injured. The author Wgadysgaw Sm-1I ski, wh
zeal and dedication. (Bartoszewskie Blood Shed Unites Ugp.19G 91.)

It was only after the Germans had left that | learned tlaémember of Jewish children concealed in the orphanage at
Pgudy. It was revealed that of the 160 girls, about 40
home at PJgudy, with 120 boys. Th eewassoneehattloaver but thifwas e wi s h
more than offset by the incomparably greater risk involved in hiding boys. [Jewish boys were circumcised, Christian

134 The Zelwerowicz FamilyThe Polish Righteoudnternet: <http://www.sprawiedliwi.org.pl/en/family/636,tzelwerowicz

family/ >; fAHanne Fei genbaumbdunHerePargnts iartd Mieein Familes, LiveMacsaw ghietto, 5. 193 1.
Escape from It and Hi di ng, Live i n Godz after t he Wa r
<http://www.sztetl.org.pl/pl/article/warszawa/16,relavjspomnienia/19022, hanHfeigenbaurmeezaitmanborn-on-14-5-193%
aboutherparentsand-their-familieslive-in-warsawghetteescapdrom-it-andhiding-live-in-lodzafterwar-andway-to-israel/>. See

also Gutman anBender,The Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natimhsme 4:Poland,Part 1 234.

%6t adne dzi ec NaszDzieneik (Magazynfiajch 144 5, 2014: Teresa Antonietta Fr Nc
grozi §a S nNas Diiennikvarch 12 2008.,

%¥Bj anca Lerner, fHumanity i n t@hédreMWhd Survivedfthe BramleStiin (Néw York: Pet er T
iUniverse, 2004 212 18; Eugene Bergma®urvival Artist: A Memoir of the Holocaugtefferson, North Carolina and London:

McFarland, 2009 107.
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boys were not. ] é

The Congregation of Sisters of the Family of Mary in Poland was divided adminislyatito three provinces. Since
Warsaw province was running more than 20 orphanages, and an identical attitude towards Jews prevailed in all of them
due to the influence of Matylda Getter, active in the provincial authorities, it may be safely statbisthedvince
alone kept several hundred Jewish children through the war.

The moral attitude of the nuns was all the more admirable as their aim was not to win new converts but to save human
lives. Baptism was seldom administered and then solely eddhbiest of a few of the older children, after long catechetic
preparation. | remember Sister Stefaniabds attitude towa
she accepted every little Jew into the institution.

Some of the childrelmad a very markedly Jewish appearance; those were not taken out for walks and, in case of an
inspection by German authoriti@®of which the head of the village warned the sigidisose children were putin some
hiding places or hidden in private homesetse taken to the nearby home of Father [Marceli] Godlewski, former rector
of the Roman Catholic parish in the ghetto who displayed truly incredible energy in aiding the Jews. The transport of
children from one place to another was the worst proBlamd sich situations also occurred. In such cases, the sisters
would bandage their heads to conceal a part of the face and make Semitic features less conspicuous. To protect their
wards, the brave sisters resorted to all kinds of ruses and most hazardous kindstta

Mother Matylda Getter @as instrumental in finding safe hiding places for Jews outside the convent, as
illustrated by the following documented cases. (Gutman and BefiderEncyclopedia of the Righteous
Among the Nations/olume 5:Poland,Part 2,pp.562, 660.)

[ 1] I n early 1943, the commandant of the forced | abor ¢
would soon be liquidated. Irena and Lazar Engelberg, prisoners in the camp, managed to escape, going to Warsaw in

the hope ofinding refuge there. Matylda Getter, a nun, found them a place to hide on the Szeligi estate, located near

War saw. l gnoring the Engel bergsé obvious Jewish appear
CountW adysl aw [ Wgadysgaw] Olizar, and his wife, Jadwiga,
agreed to give Irena a job working on the farm and to find shelter for her husband, Lazar, on one of the neighboring
farms. The Olizars and Zarynsmorealized that the work in the fields was too difficult for Irena and they hired her to

care for Zaryns6é children instead. ¢é Throughout the ent
Zaryns, they treated her warmly, guarding her jeo n a | safety and caring for her
remained in hiding unti/l the |l iberation of the area in

[2] The Radziwills[Radziig] , scions of an aristocratic family in Pol
of tolerance toward Jews. During the occupation, t heir
Opieku®za, a soci al wdsdaadrhelpeathegpoocand Polisheprisdners of war vilhe hal e d

been wounded in battle. One day in 1942, Matylda Getter, head of the Franciscan order in the Warsaw area,
approached her with a request to look after 12 girls, including three Jews. Radgmeddand accommodated the

girls, together with the nuns who | ooked after them, in
the county of Lowicz [Gowicz], Lodz [G-d¥] didgwilti ct, wh
was warned that the identity of one of the girls had been discovered, she herself accompanied the girl to Getter in
Warsaw, who hid her from her pursuers. After the Warsaw Uprising, Radziwill also hid Jerzy Einhorn and Nusbaum
Hilarowiczandhiswie and daughter in her mansion. Even when Germ
in Nieborow, Radziwill did all she could to help those who reached it, including Jewish refugees.

The Franciscan Sisters of the Family of Mary had a smallfaamm Gr - j ec near Watkaw s aw, W
SocialServices agency would seddwishchildren. Afterher escape from the Warsaw ghetto in September
1942, Jadwi gstae8iknr zB/rdwjiotmhswkCaz e s awa and Jan wWodynows
were shekltringseveral other JewMrs. Ordyrowskaapproached Mother Matylda Getter, who agreed to help

Ewa Skrzydgowska. In the spring of 1943, she went
for the duration of the occupation. She worked onféine with the nuns, who treated her well and with
kindness-*’

Two of the many Jewish children sheltered by the Franciscan Sisters of the FamilyofMarlP gudy out s |

B'Wr o Es ki an dP oZlweod ya ktd @310/ 11.9 3 9
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Warsawwer e Mar guerite Acher (then MagglenaDaSeptember Mar g &
9, 1942, the two young girls were taken from the Warsaw ghetto by a friend of their mother to see Mother
Matylda Getter, who admitted them despite their pronounced Semitic looks. The following day, Sister Aniela
Stavo wi a k t o o klywhédresshevasthesufedouof a home which sheltered at léagy Jewish girls

and ten adultsA small amount of money was paid for the upkeep of the two girls; first by friends, then by their
mother, who fled from the ghetto in February 1943. Themeays stopped when the mother was taken to
Ravensbr¢ck concentration camp i n August 1944, but
when their fathereturned to Poland from Hungaamd their mother from Germarylarguerite Acher wrote a

memoir which was published in Polisf.(Halter, Stories of Deliverancep.16 17, 25 27.)

But little Margaret, only ten years old, posed a problem: it is difficult for a Polish family to shelter her temporarily, let

alone hide her permanently. Itisthdte has, to use the correct words, a ba
recogni zable. &

iTo go out of the ghetto without risk of i mmediately I
along with a huge fur collar to disguise mgihand my nose. | could hide for a time at the house of the niece of the
attorney gener al [ Wacgaw Szyszkowski], my parentsdé frie
were taken into a convent mwmoftht\Bisters af the Family of Phie dirdigy MaryP g u d y |
é At Plody, about forty Jewish children were already hi
Sendl erés networ k. But <certain f amidwikaktadd youaparentswéverh t h e i
showed themselves as such; they preferred to say they

them to the convent. They gave the name of the child, then left quickly, taking cover along the wster$ iea&io
change the names and keep absolute secrecy. Every Jewish child knew that they were Jewish but did not know which

others were Jews, in the communi tlyews. séver al hundred
iOne day,,aRolidhpolicema[]i .ceaame to the convent. He spoke to t1l
know you are hiding Jewish children and demand that you

dondt you do it yourself?06 Redliiced It hvea sb lbuaep:t i @Nad, hlerea
Hel |l é6 And the Mother Superior retorted: O6Why would vy

policeman never dared to denounce the convent to the G
For sister Ludovica, who speskvith simplicity, everything came, she said, from the interior:
fil was very happy that these children were able to s

satisfaction, yes é But, what (le cdulddhifvfonthemseh@ehildréenhne. hear t .
So, all the children who came here were accepted. We never knew how it would all finish. We did all we could so that

they could survive, everything it was spassiobl e to do &
She explained how these things had been handled in the convent during the war: each Sister was responsible for a
small group of children; she herself wasin charge of tHirty ve | i ttl e Jewish girls. She t
in Amertca, others in Israel, and others still in France. Regularly, one or another comes to see me. Besides that, | have
many of their visiting cards. € they were saved from
grandmot hers! o ¢é

AAl I avkere dolleeted [after the war] by their relatives, or friends, who knew they were here, hidden in the
convent. Only one, whom nobody reclaimed, remained. Thi
I ask Sister Ludovicaisikamaveé hbeentimed thbai nspbeciNatzl
AiThey only saw Christian children, o she chuckled. #fAYol
there to pray. We put the little Jewish girls furthest from the door, right up by the crolcifig to Jesus: like that when

the Germans came, they could only see blond heads. o
Sister Ludwi ka described to Wgadysgaw Sm-I| ski in

the Germans, and the help rendered by local Poles to protecirtbend their charges. Although there were
1201 140 children in the institution, lastaff and visitors from outside, no one betrayed the Jews. (Bartoszewski
and Lewin,Righteous Among Nationgp.349 51.)

0And the Germans also came?d
60h, lots of times! 't was simply a di villlmapedailot,afc| e t ha
course. The head of the village always warned us. We then placed the children with a more telling appearance at private

¥Ma § g o-MariaActeerNi e waa Stcewwawr z: Wspomnienia o€abhafephopwaar waiws ki g
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homes or with Father [Marceli] Godlewski [of All Saimarish in Warsaw], who lived nearby. As we were taking them

along, we would bandage the heads or faces of some to |
6So in that way had you to conceal their suspicious afr
60f course. Those above all sought r ef uvay,eouldwe?inineg conve
group of twenty girls at | east one in two attracted at!/

When the front drew nearer in the concluding months, already after the [Warsaw] uprising, Germans began bursting
into the orphanage. One Gestapo ddfizvas an especially frequent visitor. He roared like mad, stamped his boots and
threatened us with death if he ever found a Jew in the institution. My Lord, if he only knew the actual facts, he would
have to have us shot fifty times. d

60But hei ndd danmyotonfe? 6

6Somehow the Lord had mercy upon us. But were those d
orphanage. 6

6l do not fear bombs myself too much. And since there
people from Pgudy took shelter with us, | kept my group

the corridor next to our dormitory. That was on the ground floor. The rabid Gestapo man burst in there many a time.
Luckily enough, the &mans could never tell Semitic features from others. And then, too, the corridor was-in semi
darkness. 6
6But still, é how often did he come?5o
6ln the concluding weeks he came nearly evemwgohaday. Onl
been resettled from the Pozna® province and had a perfe
were hurriedly hiding those children whose appearance seemed most telling away. We were frightened. Our Mother
Superior was most frigened of all because she was responsible above all others. Being an elderly person, critically ill
with cancer, she seemed nearing a collapse. With adults we had even more trouble than with the children. During
searches we hid one Jewish family insidelhdry well which stood in our garden. They descended a ladder and we
put a heavy lid on the top. Somehow or other, it all went on without a single bad break. But no, there was one, caused by
nervousness. But | et me relate that story from the beg
6Even at the beginning of 1943 Mo-ydamlddaGybtertdejru dbyr. o lSchtet ¢
gave them to me for safekeeping. Both looked all right and when the mother peroxided her hair you could not tell she
was Jewish. But she hadeweakness: she took fright easily. And small wonder it was, afiguatitry to live so many
years in constant danger! She was gtéooking and bright, and knew a few languages. She taught English to our girls.
She spent nights in the pavilion set asatdeachers but in daytime she came to me, to my group. She would say she felt
safest with us. Well, we had a very narrow escape with Rena (that was her first name) in the last month of the occupation
when once that rabid Gestapoman burst into the orpganHe came just as we were sitting with the girls in the
corridor. In all likelihood, he would not have done her any harm as a teacher. But her nerves let her down. She fled to
the girlsd dormitory where my baeddhe sfficer oa. | jimpdd intotdledarms cr e e n
and what did | see? The Gestapoman had glanced behind the screen and saw Rena there. She was there all right,
covered with my quilt, a bonnet on her head. He turned to me anddaskadw some Germanis she was nun.

Naturally | answered yes. Then he pulled the quilt and
6That was a moment in my I|ife! | thought both of us we
the hair and out into the yard where he had alreamlyyrn d ed up several persons caught i

ceased trembling | felt enormous pity for Rena even though she had let us down in such a foolish manner. | did not know
one thing, though: did he take her on the assumption that she was dewisbause she seemed to him politically
suspected? But anyway, what could |I do? | only prayed.
Rena, safe and sound, reappeared in the corridor. Just imagine, there was such chaos that shelggtadlbff and

came back into the building. | do not now realize how it could all come off: it seemed part of a nightmare. And then,
artillery shells started coming down again, too. It was a miracle that she escaped death. Forthwith | gave her a frock
which, from that moment on, she never failed to put on

Henryk Ryszard Gantz was born in Warsaw in 1932 into a family of professionals. He left the Warsaw ghetto
with his parents in June 1942cwas hiddenin religious institutions in the vicinity of Warsaw. He was
reunited with his parents in September 1944, during the Warsaw UpAdiagvards, he family passed as
Polesand his fatheworkedfor a German construction company. (SliwowsKae Last Eyewitnessgs.54.)

In June 1942, | went, together with them [i.e., his parents], in a column of workers (in the middle of the column) past the
guard post to work. When we got to the place, | was told to hide somewhere. | was picked up fionMtegtefania
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Wortman, and she took me to my mothéodsbcousdnstZoltita M
about a month.

Then, under the nameBfs zar d Kl emens SzymaG@GsKki, I was taken to th
Mary in Biagognka Dworska in the di st ryimother@dsingRgmydy . |
aunt) picked me up from there because of the excessive care the sisters were giving me (attracting attention). She placed
me in the institution of the Michaelite Fathers in Striigarkii Struga]near Warsaw, where | stayed until fianmer
of 1944. There, | finished the fifth and sixth grades of elementary school.

Al'l of July through September of 1944 | spent in Milai
wound up after | eaving Warsaw and escaping from Pruszk:-
Jan Matusiak, her fianc®).

Theyoung daughter of Dov Berish First was spirited out of the Warsaw ghetto iMelit@minghands of

Zygmunt and Maria Rumi EGski, who sheltered her for
of the Rumi GsKki fami heg ISesoree sbefng heg! &aend | wi oh M
survived the warov Beri sh F., AThe Righteous Gentiles, 0o

Memorial Book of NowApwor, Internet: sttp://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/Nowy Dwor/Nowy _dwor.hteml
translaton ofPinkas Nowy DwofTel Aviv: Former Residents of Nowwor in Israel, USA, Argentina,
Uruguay, and France, 1965], pp.4138)

They were a wonderful coupl e: Zigmund Rumi nsKki [ Zy gmun
addr es s|] Maria, 06 both ardent Catholics. They had no ch
profession. For many years he wadevoted admirer of Jozef Pisuldski. In the army he held the high rank of colonel

and for some time he was the deppjpty o secut or of the highest military cour

He then opened a law office in his lovely fleem residence in Warsaw, at #17 on quaistocratic Poznanska
[ P oz n aStEe=eik Thé building belonged to the vktiown, wealthy Samuel Habergrits, who was a partner in the
Jewisiowned chocol abe 0f AcwwasytiPBl buol ding manager and for
quiet, small Ruminski faryil These two later demonstrated their noble character by rescuing a Jewish child from the
clutches of the horrendous Nazis. This actually involved my only child, my daughter Hdkilessah, and hers the
story of how it happened.

On August 22, 1939, week before Hitler attacked Poland, I, a military reservist, was called up into the Polish Army
and assigned to the Warsantendatur[military administrative offices], which was located in Praga [district of
Warsaw]. After the war broke out three ddgter | didn't see my family anymore.

On Saturday, September 9, 1939, | left Warsaw with my military division under heavy bombardment, leaving behind
my wife BrokheBronia, the daughter of the weknown and prosperous Reb [respectful form of addr&&sinen
Orzhef, and my only child Halinka.

My division Afoughto until September 21 when we reach
interned in camps. We remained interned for five years, but not as prisoners of war, because Hurigalanansere
not on opposing sides in the war. For that reason, we were treated much more leniently and could correspond freely
with our families in Poland.

In 1941, when | began to receive the terrible letters about suffering from my wife and bpgaddohow to help, |
delved into my memory to remember all my Christian friends from the past and hit upon the Ruminskis, certain that they
would help if it was at all possible. | was sure about the Ruminskis because | had continued to maintain ¢bntact wi
them after they fled from burning Warsaw to Rumania in 1939. | continued to exchange letters with them especially with
ifiGood Mariaodo until they wrote me that I shouldn'"t wri/
correspondence broke off’then | began to send them my alarming lettied&] not receive an answer.

| found a way to the Ruminskis through the only son of my brother, Rabbi Avraham Simkhe First. His son, Marek
(Meyer Noekh), was very active, energetic man with many connegitbrie norJewish side [of the ghetto]. | wrote
to him to get in touch with the Ruminskis. He located thedhset a time when he would take my daughter out of the
ghetto. (My wife had already been sent to Treblinka [Concentration Camp], where shédiace Aryan was waiting
outside the ghetto and brought my daughter to the Ruminskis at 17 Poznanska Street

My daughter stayed with the Ruminskis for several months, and when the pressure grew for Aryans hiding Jewish
children, the Ruminskis took hier a safer place with their family. But there, too, things became uncomfortable, and
Pani Maria, who was a wélknown social activist in Catholic circles, with great care and devotion found a place for her
in a Catholic convent outside Warsaw, the instiuon fASi sters of Maryo in Brwinow.
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Jewish girl with her Jewish ways and she was given her new, although not terribly #oyading name, Janina
Shteymer.

After the liberation, | retrieved my daughter from the convent thighhelp of Pani Maria and installed her in the
childrens home in Otvotglotwock] run by the extraordinary pedagogue Frau BielitBtiim. There my daughter was
soon cured of the Catholic nonsense that had been drilled into her young head.

We didrit stay long in Poland. The brother of my dead wife, Mordkhe Orzhef, was then in the Jewish Brigade, which
was headquartered in Holland. When he learned that we had survived, he came in a jeep to see us, provided us with
well-prepared papers, and took us tor@any. | sent my daughter to Israel with the first childsealiyah, Passover
time 1946. There she forgot her former names Halina and Janina, and remained Hadassah, a name given her in honor
of her noble, pious maternal grandmotheér.

And what happeneo the Ruminskis, my chdglsaviors? The Germans tracked them down. He managed to hide, but
Pani Maria was taken to RavensbryciR a v e n onceptatioh Camp and wadmeunited with hehusband until
after liberation.

Their home at 17 Poznanskaezit no longer existed. When | went to Warsaw after the war, | found them in a very
modest apartment in one of the houses that chanced to survive on Yerozalimsker B@uégedetozolimskig]across
from the railroad station. They were aged and enfegtbAll that remained of their old selves was the fine kindly look in
their dimmed eyes. He died a few years after the warshadh little later.

Another Jewish child who was spirited out of the Warsaw ghetto andr&ueby the Sisters of the Family o
Mary in Brwin-w was Lea Barburlifels WarthMinepp.H/AV79%)nka Her | a

Before the war my parents lived in Ostrow Swietokrzyski [Ostradvi@tokrzyski] and owned a furniture factory. We
had an accountant named Gluchowskd@ji@owski], and my father, when the Germans were taking him to Oswiecim

[OSvilcimorAuschwit z], gave him the key to the factory and a
sure it was this Gluchowski who took me to the conventin BrwinowriBmli , but | really dondt r e
that time. é My mother died in Warsaw in 1944,; I think

brought me some white bread. | was at the convent until 1945.

| remember that | was very sickhad some type of growth and an infection. There was heavy bombing going on, and
a nun took me by the hand and ran with me one night to the hospital, in which there were [German] soldiers. The nun
sat with me and told me through the entire time that @ladved she would buy me a doll larger than the one in the
convent. They operated on me, and | returned to the convent.

| also remember that during the bombing we would go to the cellar, whose ceiling was made not of concrete but of
earth. We laid therwiith the nuns; | remember the smell of potatoes. | remember the type of life we led, and Christmas,
and a Christmas tree in some room to the left, with candles on the tree. Candies during wartime! St. Nicholas would
come on Christmas [Decembét]she woud come though that big gate and go up the steps. This was during the war!

We did not have potatoes to eat; we ate o¥falsd the nuns ate offals! Just like the children. And yet we would get
candies at Christmas. The Christmas tree was enormous, ancdavigh balls and candles. There was much joy at the
time. Now | have come back to my childhood, and it was not a bad one at that!

All'in all, my war experiences were not that tragic. | think that if during the war it was possible for me to be on a bed
of roses, then the bed was prepared for me here. And that is why the war is not so terrible for me.

But | never really understood why they were hiding me. They did not explain it to me; they only said that there was
danger. | remember one more thingef®ermans used to come to the convent and take eggs, or sometimes pigs. There
was a garden there, fruit and vegetables were grotviagd the Germans came and took them. One day, there was a
large basket full of eggs and straw. Perhaps there were hens ¢otivent? | do not remember.

The Germans came in so suddenly that | was left inside the room and could not be taken out through any door. Sister
Helena she was tall and slim, her face was like that of the Madonna; she was béawtifuthose eggs out gjuickly!

She put me inside the basket and covered me with the eggs and straw.

A German came in, kicked the basket and asked what was in it. She calmly answered that there were eggs in the
basket. The German said he was taking the eggs. The sistedsiagging him, saying there was a seriously ill nun in
the convent who had to have those eggs. The German persisted, but then started paying her compliments, for she was
very beautiful. Finally he left the basket where it was and went away.

There wasa lot of straw lying on the floor. | could not stay in that basket, for the straw prevented me from breathing
properly. | had to hold my nose shut the entire time. Nowadays | think | must have togamatong with the nun. A
fiveeyearo | d g i r Il could Hawee bekrsat thel time. Not more than five. To be aware of the terrible danger we
were in! Both she and |, and the entire convent!
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When the Germans left, the sister took me out of the basket and began to clean my nose. She kissed and hugged me.
was wellliked in the convent; | always felt that somebody loved me, and this was very important.

| remember one more thing. When we went to church, | always went with a blanket over my shoulder. A nun had
explained to me that if a German came up foora side, | was to place the blanket on that side so that it would hide my
face. | always listened to what she said, for | was a good, obedient child. If there had not been this attention to every
det ai |, I dondét know if | could have survived the war.

The Franciscan Sisters of the Family of Mary also sheltereddsiut Mi chael Zyl berbergbs
was sheltered atthe conventdo Ua St reet in Warsaw. When the Ger man
were hidden there, one of the nuns by the name of Stefania (Krzosek) transferred Mrs. Zylberberg to her
mot herds home in the t%8Zunanna RabsRa eonvertavCatholeciamwasvar s a w.
sheltered for a year and a halfthe institution for the elderly and handicapped on Belwederska Street in
Warsaw which wasunder the care of the Sisters of the Familyof M&th.e wr ot e: A For t he f
went into hiding Ihad an awareness of complete safety. Above all, | was tridetesl human being. The

mother superior gave me the keys to the library collection, which was full of good books, and tasked me with
the duty of distr i B*Ufter esappig frone the Warsawmlettof Roraana Koglekwiczo

(n®e Margitte), born i n Widanhes position as acha®@nbedmaid in @ Hospitab ar i o
in Otwock became endangeredtie summer of 1944, a nun there gave her the name of the Mother Superior

of the Franciscan Sisters of the Family of Mary in Warsaw. She, in turn, directed Romana to a convent in
Grodzisk Mazowiecki where she worked in the garden. After some three months, the priest there asked
Romana to leave, apologetically, because her preseas arousing suspicion and endangered the lives of the

Jewish children sheltered in that convent. He provided her with a reference, which was vital for future
employment:*

EstherBasMe | c er 6 s s damaaboudfter her shesvasiagprehendedhieyGermans. An unknown

priest came to vouch for her and brought her to the convéimt &ranciscan Sisterstbie Family oMary in

Izabelinnear WarsawOccasionally, the Germans forced Catholic priests to question persons suspected of
being Jewish abduheir knowledge of the Catholic faith. However, priests were not needed for this task as

basic testing of knowledge of prayers and rituals was usually carried out by German officials who knew Polish

or used interpreters. The latter wéar more effectie interrogatorghan priests, who were not known to

cooperate in exposing JewéEstherBasMe | cer 6 s st or y i ktheGawsofDestruction her n

139 Michael ZylberbergA Warsaw Diary, 19381945 (London: Vallentine, Mitchell, 1969133, 141.

“see Zuzanna Ra btsbkiakbosetlkeisgtyi mo rty Hizm i @ mid 81646 B27 88 ghdHera,Polacy

rat uj Nc §1 nil35d@uzamna Rabska, the daughter of Aleksander Kraushar, a renowned Jewish convert, was married to
Wgadysgaw Rabski, an author who was NaodwaDemokacpeHertsanin-laa,n f or t h
Zbigniew Stypugdgowski, was the poNartadcawe | iagyerZtorfojtrhee Nat i on
141 Oral history interview with Romana Koplewicz, October 8, 1993, United States Holocaust Memorial Mgesinington, D.C.

142 There are numerous recorded cases of interrogations of Jews passing as @sti@diosan officials, and not one of them
mention the involvement of Polish priests. See, forMagxampl e,
1943, the Germans arrested seventeen people in our boarding house, including my mother and the rest of our family.sTioey took u

the Gestapo headquarters on Szucha Avenue. Throughout the entire night, | taught Christian prayers to one of the Wbwish girls

[had] been arrested. The next day the Germans were in a very good mood because they had found diamonds sewn intofthe trousers

one of the Jewish men. So they allowed my family to go free the next day. They freed a couple of Jewish people,e¢dbepdealis

extremely convincing documents and they had passed thalled religion examination, which consisted of reciting Catholic
prayers. 0 See RiOCotlhofathednfe@o: Pdles Remember éhe HoJocguskington: The University Press of
Kentucky, 1989), 161. Lidia Kott was interrogated . (askedt wo Ges't
her to tell them the shape of the host, and tri eajantnrow get her
with the assistance of three e x pSalliAlive 77. Beaunla&Szul, thea a dkkroldgirini an, an
and her mother were also brought to the Gestapo headquarters on Szucha Street and interrogated by @émngans: we ar r i v e
there, they started to ask us about religion, if I know the religion prayers, so | knew the [Catholic] prayers by heagtpvépaved

for that, you know. o See the interview wi MaylB1985uThatestm8nyt ul , Un
of Wanda Ziemska, who was interrogated by the Gestapo in Warsaw and made to recite prayers, but released after arRatish polic
vouched for her, i s f olbenLdst Eyewitn€ssembimen2a 3481 For andth accauntafrgna \Warsaw

mentioning interrogation by the German authorities about Christian prayers and customs (and release after a Poletheuwleed for

Jewish women), see Vladka Me&2h Both Sides of the Wall: Memoirs from the Warsaw Gliléav York: Holocaust Library,

98



(Montreal: Aron Horowitz, 1986), at pagesi46.

1979), 1929 3 . Lala Fishman (n®e Klara Weintraub) was one a number
interrogated by the Germans and made to recite Catholic prayers. See Lala Fishman and Steven Weiaghartws:sA M8moir

of the HolocaustEvanston, lllinois: Northwestern University Press, 1997), 188. For additional examples of interrogations conducted

by Germans, sometimes using Polish interpreters, see: YehudehHit,ost Childhood: A Memo{San DiegoNew York, and

London: Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1989), 67; Halina Zylber@amnming Under WatdCaulfield South, VictoriaMakor

Jewish Community Library, 2 0reniestzojcsymymaRfded, 2%6:3hereseGakiiobeHidd L e wi n - n
and Seek: A Wartime Childhog@dlbuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 200288 Ma ggor zat Zalghdhi ar ,
toUsamoSi: Polscy tydzi :Aoal emia daSiva ay pMaleadc BS Pdly, 084,236z h & g o
HalinaGrubowskaHa n e c z k 0,  nfMantreal:Poliphiewish Bigritage Foundation, 2007), #Benext series adccounts

pertain to questioning by the regular and criminal police. Jadwiga Krall and heyasiald daughterHanna, were accosted in the

spring of 1943 by a blackmailer in the Aryan part of Warsaw. Because they had no money to pay him, he turned thewlizeto the p

who tested their claim that they were Catholics byoudl®ki ng que
heard in the police station demanding to know why the police were accusing her sister of being Jewish. The woman, vljo eventua
succeeded in getting Krall and her daughter out oKfalwithe pol i ce
the birth certificate of her si st erTheBEndyaopebiaofteedRighieous Anionigeghe War s a v
Nations,volume 5:Poland,Part 2, 56970. Alina Margolis describes her interrogation by the police after bpprglaended with her

friend Zosia, who was recognized as a Jew. While Margolis was able to recite the prayers asked of her, thanks to lvadihgiobser

Polish childhood nanny, her friend Zosia could not correctly describe the size of a Communion hegerHmoth were eventually

released through a bribe arranged by a Polish acquaingeedlina MargolisEdelmanAla z elementarzd.ondon: Aneks, 1994),

109 11; Alina MargolisEdelmanTego, co m- wi ( Wr ocige wp o 8i e d ni3;availablg alsoinFrereh) , 112
translatonJ e ne r ®p®t er ai pa@GRaijiesneAv e uea me d&d otherekam@gs, @amhrTeusk, 1997 ) .
Jewish Responses to Nazi Persecution: Collective and Individual Behavior in ExfiRawisrork Stein and Day, 1979},52

( Kr a kElsavlhon] Wish It Were Fiction: Memories, 1988945 (Hamilton, Ontario: Mekler & Deahl, 1997), 63; Melchior,
Zaggada al70,a3BEhaistie BineckiThe Girl in the Check Coat: Survival in Ne@ecupied Poland and a New Life in
Australia(London and Portland, Oregon: Vallentine Mitchell, 200i 71. It appears that examinations of religious knowledge

carried out by Polish policemen tended to be perfunctory and rather superficial.

Hi storian Gunnar Paul sson cites no evidence in supaedrt of hi
to rule on a susptbebsoAspgpgqunraeasses bhowi negg aSecret€ity:TheHiddery . 06 See
Jews of Warsaw, 1940945(New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2002), 106. In fact, the one memoir that refers to a
priest who al | eg ewuctims, Afina Waagplip and her friend osid, & basexd bn a hearsay account that is directly
contradicted by the memoir of one of the victims herself. Jacob Celemenski spins a rather elaborate tale of two Jelhashayils
caught by asecretagentand k en t o a police station, where the police comma
guestion. 0 Se eElehaFordvly PeGmel Memaira af &niUnderground Courier of the Jewish Labor Bund in Nazi
Occupied Poland, 1934945 (Melbourne: The Jacob Celemenski Memorial Trust, 2000); 880As noted earlier, Alina Margolis
Edel man6s memoir is quite clear that the interrogatealssn was co
known to act asinterrogatoro J ews. Two Jewi sh women from Stanisgaw-w and Lw-
the train station in Warsaw and were taken to a police station where they were questioned by two policéi offibeesy e x ami ne d
each of us in minute religis matters, and went over all our documents. They spoke only Yiddish during all of this, and even sang
some Yiddish songs. Then they started arguing: the first one wanted to let us go and the other to turn us over to tWé&serans
finally freed afte t wo hours of i nterrogat i dewishResponsste NazilPerseautddh.cnunt of F
anothercasea Jewi sh boy who was sheltered by the Salesian Society |
for Jewish boys, accompanied by a Jew dressed as a priest. Fortunately, the Jewish boys passed the religion test they were
administeredSeeKurek,Dz i e c i OydowsRi4e w klasztorach,

Generally, Jews who passed as Poles, even from assimilated milieux, mastered only a few basic prayers and their knowledge of
Catholic rituals was often spotty and superficial. For example, Jewish survivoitsredd knowing that priests rubbed ashes on
foreheads on Ash Wednesday, that unlike Easter Christmas fell on a fixed date (Decéierdthat on Good Friday Polish
Catholics visited specially erected symbolic tombs of Jesus in churches and nefriesmidor did they know how to conduct
themselves at mass, for example, taking the commiag®addoast w
t o Us aldity Behuda NirThe Lost Childhood: A Memdian Diego, New York and London: Harcourt, Brace Jovanovich, 1989),

217; Janina BrandwajdiemianM§ od 0 S1 w c¢(iGe ndifu: Snfiii ecrycnia B 88pMeéd®i Both Sidesahé 995) , 87
Wall, 172; Taitz,Holocaust Survivorsyolume 2, 396Some Jews came to realize that their guise as Christian Poles was not as

fool proof as they had believed, but this had not caaegaed them
pretending to be a Christian, recalled: Al woul dpastoy;ds mysel f
case questions were asked. Most farmers were not talkative. Viewed suspiciously, sometimes | would be givémmesmipnd

asked to leave quickly: sometimes | was just told to go. Later it dawned on me that | was crossing myself incorrectty piguchi

chin rather t han t hkangerbuskutk: Mem@iesefaBunted I(flewMarkk Shemgold Puishers, 2000),

28.When a local police commander sent a suspected Jewish teenager who was passing as Christian to the pastor of Krzesk near
Gosice, the priest did not betray her despit etiahfhiteSeéStetat t hat s
ZylbersztajnA gdyby to by§gG&owWasee GEpsecko® Stowarzyszenie Rozwoju E
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| was summoned to the chancellery [inlzabal] . €é Afterwards, [the German offi ce
original lies. He asked me to wait while he went outside.

A short time passed by. A priest and two nuns then entered. | was certain at that point that | was to be questioned. The
priest, who was about thidfjve years of age, of medium height and who had mild, kind eyes, took my hand and asked
me whether | was a Roman Catholic, while winking to me

Ailn that caset odamenewi tiows wéd |[herest and recover at o

Could it be true? Was it possible? | thought to myself. A wagon could not be found, so two Poles were called. They
crossed their hands and | was seated on them. This way, there [sic] were able tmeafilye priest, both nuns and
children walked behind me. And so, in this way, | was led into the church in the procession.

They had prepared a sofa for me in the older nunés roo
of the room.

| would write much more about these people, but | did not know whether | would succeed. One thing, however, that |
can say is that | never saw anywhere such extraordinary genuine, good and friendly people.

| shall refer to it as paradise, becausedlly thought that | was truly in paradise. Although a complete stranger, | felt
good and free amongst them. | knew that these people would not disappoint me. Every one of them looked to me like an
angel . &

The oldest nun, who was about sigfght yeas old, was a true embodiment of righteousness and goodness. She
immediately gave me a bowl of cream of wheat soup. When | ate, she prepared for me a clean bed, her own clean and
fresh underwear, a pan with warm water and a towl [sic].

AiDo not hdry, omyhe said to me. AYou wil| wash up, have
recover in a short time.o

My gratitude was boundless. | immediately took out my last fifty dollars and wanted to give it to the nun for the church
or for anoter cause that she would find necessary.

AiNo, my child, o she said. fAYou are young and sick. Thi
future. o

Her kindness moved me to tears. | kissed her hand tenderly. She wanted to hedp mgse#, but | declined. | was

ashamed to show her my extremely | ean body. €é | had no
é

There | lay, washed and clean in a spotless bed. | thought about all that had happened to meaad mdvataking

place. Every few minutes, another nun would come in to
At seven o6clock the next morning, the priest came in
il have to i nf or mAssbcatioPabdutysulin ofddr o bbtain mddicire prid better nutrition for

you, because we, unfortunately |l ack it here,d he expl al

He walked over eleven kilometers to obtain the necessary items for me. Thesbretthe institution came with him
and brought along injections, milk and other products.

As | have already described, this priest embodied a type of complete gentleness and goodness. His mild look, warm
and hearty words affected me like warm sunshine

Several times a day, he would come into the room, move over a chair to my bed, sit down and make an effort to engage
me into conversation on various abstract themes, in order that | should forget my sorrows. Under the influence of these
saintly peoplethe beastly faces of the brutal Germans began to fade slowly from before my eyes. It seemed to me that |
was being reborn.

é [After the entry of the Russian troops in mid Janual
toward me in tegs, and revealed that she was Jewish believing that I, too, was Jewish. Before that time, she would also
often come in to where | was, conduct long conversations and inquire about the Jews of Warsaw. | therefore had a basis
to believe that she was Jewiflut because | was not completely certain, | used to respond evasively.

Some time later, | learned that almost all of the women who were there were Jewish. The only one from among these
who often came in to console me was the aipeestioned woman, whaas named Wanda Rogatska [Rogacka] from

War saw. All of the others kept away from my bed, in or
Now we had to leave this place [i.e., after the liberation], first because we could not be a burden on these good people
andseconh ecause we had to regain our identity. &

Regrettably, | had to remain there another six whole weeks. | simply could not walk around. My sister finally located a
room in Otwozk [Otwock].

The kindhearted priest rented a carriage for us. The nun wichppeein a blanket with true motherly concern and
seated me in the carriage. With tears of gratitude and heartfelt blessings from the priest and the nun, we left that blessed
house and all of its wonderful inhabitants.
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Felicja Seifert (later Ela Manor) wasmu ggl ed out of t he sgnhteafarminthe Kr ak
vill age of WawrzeEzyce, in the county o,fogeiherec h - w,
with another Jewish couplhe Rozmarynsatthe home o y g mu nt  a kvdjna®WwidZ Orie daly, the

Germans raided the farm and arrested the farm ow@sgmunt Wojnarowicz perished in the Dora
concentration cam@ndexecutedhe Jewish couple. Felicja managed to escape and ran to the private tutor the

farm owners had hiredfo her |, who sent her to Dr. Al eksandra N
Mianowska turned to Rev. Ferdynand Machay, who provided Ela Seifert with a baptismal and birth certificate

in the name o Dr.NEIldrbd vest kaa Sarorl aendgski,can dnadergroudid aetivist and K a mi E
member of tegota, to take her to a childrendés inst
Family of Mary. She remained there until the area was libetéted.

Sister Stanisgawa Kaintiieovsk aatdetsite i, mlgodeiatddeby theommdp h a
FranciscarBisters of the FamilyofMayjy n Mi ndzyl esi e near Warsaw. (iGet:
<http://www.savingjews.org/righteous/gv.htm> bas ed on W{gZaa ytsoj agw 6Szni-§l asl kiimiy e z
pomocN w c z[Warsaw: Paxk108i]app.B0B08.)

The orphanage counted ca. 70 children, of which 10 were Jewish. One of them wageanoid girl who was so

terrified. One of them was a nityearold girl who was so terrified bihe sight of Germans that her fright immediately

attracted their attention when some of them appeared at the orphanage and caused them to ask if the Sisters do not keep
Jewi sh children. Stanisgawa Kani ews k@atholi€ dhildremate inithe Ger ma
orphanage and another Sister, Maria Czechowicz, distracted them from that dangerous questioning by talking to them in
French, which one of them knew. In the last days of July 1944, when Russians reached the River Vistula, they
bombarded the city by artillery and from the air. Several people were killed, the chapel was destroyed, but nobody from

the orphanage was harmed. On AugustiP44 (first day of the Warsaw Uprising), during lunch, for which there were

only broad beanghe Germans suddenly stormed into the orphanage and ordered everybody to leave and to march

toward Warsaw. Soon the other orphanage from Mindzyl es
Those children remainedeat Gmod¢h- Baskhlai Kép@Zodbiondkd nwW
nothing to eat, Sister Stanisgawa asked the parish pri

flocked with food. Sister Stani sigalwav,i theahiezohdetrhgtrth
food. The Germans forbade them to go there but allowed them to go to Anin, where the Sisters had another orphanage.
There they were bombarded again by artillery fire by both the Germans and Russians at thesa®e August 13,

the Germans ordered the evacuation also of this second
German command. At the beginning, the commanding officer refused any help, but finally agreed to give them horse

cartsfort he chil dren and food. After another bombing from t
to go not to Modlin, as indicated the Germans, but to P
with the food. Having r r i ved t here, she got some food for the child
children received her with tears. She fed them and the)

several orphanages were reunited #aaltogether 500 children, of which a hundred (100) were Jewish. The Germans

came continuously to search the house, especially one, particularly obnoxious fellow, returned every day for three weeks
looking for Jewish children and for a Jewish priest, FeatfTadeusz] Puder, but as much as he searched he could not

find them. He announced that if he discovers even one Jew, all would be shot. Despite continuous threats Sister
Stanisgawa refused three times t o thewalanduntehgaardovheptheyn a g e .
were expelling again all the children to Modlin. The superior, Sister Romualda, entreated the Germans to leave the two

and three year olds as too young to walk so far, famished as they were. They acquiesced and abov&idtses,

among them Stanisgawa, to stay with them. On the third
all the children had left; he demanded to see the Gerspaaking Sister. But when he saw the miserable state of
children in tre cellars, he was appalled. He promised her to reward her after the war for her heroism. She thanked him

but told him that she does it not for German rewards but to save the Polish children and that they need food, as they
have only rye grain to eat. He@mnised to send them all kinds of food and delicacies. At that moment a shell fell in the

place where both of them were standing and killed some people. The German doctor and the Polish Sister were both
knocked out. But the food never arrived: the Germbnsfil . The next day Polish sol dier:

143 Gutman and BendeThe Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natimisme 4:Poland,Part 1 332, 507 Part 2, 886;
Aleksandra Mianowska, The Righteous Among the Nations, Yad Vashem, Internet:
<http://db.yadvashem.org/righteous/family.html?language=en&itemld=4044043>.
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(formed in Soviet Russia out of Poles deported to Siberia at the beginning of the war who did not manage to join the 2nd
Polish Corps of General Anders) liberated them. One of the priestsatddiMass in the cellar; everybody wept.

The aforementioned Rev. Tadeusz Puder was a Jew by birth who, together with his widowed aclvtiga,

and two brotherdhadconverted to Catholicism as a teenager. In order to pfewctPuderawell-known

convertw t h a distinctive Semitic ,te amiaistraton af the Wasanc h b i s h
archdiocesaemoved him from hisVarsawparishc hur c¢h of St . HnyNaweroberid3® he( Sw. J
was appointedhaplainofa ¢ hi | d ri exn &% kBWjaskeaear Warsaw ruhy the Franciscan Sisters

of the Family of Mary, whre a number oJewish childrerwere shelteredRev. Puder was arrested by the
Gestapoin April1941Thr ough the i ntervention of nuhaospitalind frie
Warsaw, neathe convent of thEranciscargisters of the Family of Mayyunder thavatchof the Gestapo. A
daringescape wastagedn November 1942Rev. Puder slid down a rope made of bed sheets into a horse

drawn wagon awaiting himndwashiddenunder some coaDressed as a namdhis head heavily bandaged,

hewas taken to stay with his mothierGrodzisk MazowieckiSoon after, Sister Janina Kruszewska brought

Rev. Puder , dr e s s elivorska whare he again took op hiB poaitip ds eHaElain.

September 1944, the resideatshat institutionvereexpelled by the Germans anthde theirwayoP § u d y

where thesistersmaintainedanother institutiorior girls.Rev. Pudea r r i ved at Pgudy dr esse
companyofSi st ers Romual da StfhApak, Do.RewRutleemahedhér&k, and
until theliberationo f P { Octoper2d, 1944 After the liberation of lefbank Warsaw on January 17,

1945, Rev. Puder was able to visig mother, who surviveith hiding in Grodzisk MazowieckDn January

23, 1945 walking down a sreet in the ruinEWarsawRev. Pudeand Sister renaWSni ew shklkya wer e
truckdriven by a Red Army soldieRev. Puder was struck unconscians diedrom head injuriefour days

later 144

Priests were often instrumental in placing Jews in convents and worked hand in glove with nuns to rescue
Jews. Accading to historian Ewa Kurek (Kurekour Life Is Worth Minep.52):

Priests also fulfilled the role of intermediaries between Jews and convents, and they extricated children from the ghettos.
Children were led out of the Warsaw ghetto by, among othevs HRelate Marceli Godlewski, the pastor of the Church

of All Saints, and by Rev. Piotr Tomaszewski, the chaplain of the Father Boduen Home, who, for example, breught three
yearold Monika to the Sisters of Charity [of St. Vincent de Paul] during playfileasignor Antoni Godziszewski had
contacts with the Czestochowa [Czhstochowal] ghetto, fr«
town. A similar role was played in Kielce by Rev. Jan Jaroszewicz, the future bishop of the Kielse. dioc

Rescue often entailed moving charges across the country to convents, homes and institutions ready to receive
them.Often, this was done by traiNoemi SzadVajnkranc, a native of Warsaw, noted in her wartime diary

how, in the autumn of 1942 when shvas leaving Warsaw by train from Dworzec Wschodni (Eastern
Terminal), a nun entered the wagon with a-f@arold girl. The child looked sad and started to cry. The
passengers, who immediately recognized the child to be Jewish, tried to comt&tt her.

Moving childrenfrom one convent to another walsoa fairly frequent occurrencafter leaving the Warsaw

ghetto in the early part of 1943, Janina Dawidowicz (later David), then 13 years old, assumed the identity of
Danuta Teresa Markowska. She was cared fooy t he Si sters of the Family
Warsaw, from July 1943 to January 1944, movedtped br i
anor p h an ag el Steet, nd&s tharwn$ of the Warsaw ghéifter the Warsaw Upsingbroke out in

August 1944 the children wereevacuated to Kostowiec, outside Warsaw, wheresistershad another

144Barbara Engelking and Jacek Leocifike Warsaw Ghetto: A Guide to the Perished (igw Haven, Conneciit, and London:

Yale University Pres2009), 63; Barbara Engelking and Jacek Leoci@gke t t 0 war szawskie: Przewodni k p
Second revised and expanded edition (Warsaw: ,G&GHioonweterFzyszeni e
DembowskiChristians in the Warsaw Ghetto: An Epitaph for the Unrememk@letle Dame, Indiana: University of Notre Dame
Press,2005),662; Teresa Antonietta Fr Ncek, @ RaMNasBzegniarcelstslandza t o gr
March 19, 2008

145 Noemi SzaéWajnkrancPr z e mi n i J(oWar soagw:i eCGrewska Kamlsja tistorygzda w Polsce, 1947)
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conventJanina describes her experiences in those convents in her Mehaaich of EarthShe was treated
well and even lovingly by #h nuns,among them Sister Zofia Olszewska, with whom Janina Dawidowicz
corresponded u rShealsoremeraberadfandygeedtevehdvisitedthe conventamong
thema Franciscandentified asFather Cezary’®

Some25 Jewish children werdslteredattheor phanage i n (oatedeuttwestoafr LTwi-rvk a
runby theFranciscargisters of the Family of Marjany of thechildrenwerebrought therérom Warsaw by

Sister BlankgZofia)Pi ggows ka, who maintaimsd rcoWarascawbvs tho dir:
DepartmentThe superioo f t h e G o,vother Teldar(AneapBudnowskstatedhat all of thenuns

were aware dfhe identity of the Jewish cargesOne of t he Jewi sh children was
native ofGg own o, w hhadsbeerdéparted tb the Warsaw ghetto. While working at a warehouse

outside the ghetto sortimgd clothes,her mother learned of the assistance provided by its Polish director,
identified as Wgadys ga wchildrennthroligh thébaocial SendceseDeparemers f o r
network.Halina, already a teenager, was assisted and sheltered by several Polish women who were part of this
networld a woman knownag/anda, Zof i a P ap savedasaldapofpoift osmanyh o me
Jewish childrenlMr s. Kl uczkowska of Gocgdgawek, Jadwiga Piotr
relative of herd before being taken by a nuh o t he ¢ o n vby rdin AlthoughGuergyona
experienced hunger, the food was shared eqaiabng tle children and stafgnd the nuns treated all of the
chargesdevotedly and with compassioregardless of their originn her testimonyHalina wroteof her

fiboundless respect and admiraifor thenuns who cared for hduring the occupatioWhen the convent in

Gomna came under attack by Ukr aithecéhimmenwerattanstemea | | st p
WarsawDuring theWarsawUprisingof August 1944thechildren wereevacuated to théranciscarts i st er s 6
conventin Kostowieg outsidethe cityyOne of the instructors there was F

who is fondly remembered by the childréh.

The story of the rescue whboatssisestetdhélaPapazizEskni
Jews,is so remarkde that it deserves further mentiolGytman and Bendeifihe Encyclopedia of the
Righteous Among the Nationglume 5:Poland,Part 2, p.580

The modest apartment of Zofi a an]dvhdiveadimtheDthataneighbdopod z i n s K i
of Warsaw, served as an fiaddresso and temporary hiding
From December 1942, after the establishmet efg 0o t a , EdfiagdStanidlaw Papuzinski workeditingly,

risking their ownlives to save Jewish children. Motivated by national duty, and although they themselves were the
parents of two young children, they placed themselves at the disp@sgjaif disregarding the very real danger to

their lives. Dozens of Jewish childrerobght to their apartment were treated with warm devatitil they were taken

to other places to hide. In her book abdegota Teresa Prekerowa writes that the Papuzinskis were among the most

active members of the organization. Among the children helptde Papuzinskis were Ester Sztajn, Stefania Wortman,
Krzysztof Groslik, Halina ZI ot ni k-ydazol§ daughterkfla stagaattdr. Basi a
Following information provided by informers, the Gestapo raided the Papuzinskiegd in February 1944. Those

hiding in the apartment at the time were shot and Zofia was incarcerated in the Pawiak prison, where she was executed.
Her husband Stanislaw survived and passed away after the war.

Lidia Kleinman(later Siciarz) whowas baon inK r a k - 1830 iwas entrusted by her fath®t. Mendel
Kleinman,to the head nurseSister Jadwigaat thehospital in Turkavhereheworked as a physiciahidia

had been brought to the hospital by her mother on the eve of the deportation efsth@isier Jadwiga hid
Lidia in the hospital for several weeks until she was able to smuggle her out. She arranged to jplace her
conventof the Franciscan Sisters of the Family of MaryKorkowa Street n L, where sheemained
under the care @iger Blanka(Zofia) Pigpwskaunderthe assumed name of Maria BorowsWather Janina

146 Janina DavidA Touch of Earth: A Wartime Childhogdondon: Hutchinson & Co., 1966; New York: Orion Press, }9#ssim,
especiallyat pp25, 27, 7578, 94 95, 97, 99, 123, 161, 162, 185ee alsdanina DavidA Square of Sky: Memoirs of Wartime
Childhood(London: Eland, 1992 passim.

“Testi mony of Arehivé of thedewighiHistorinal lkstitute (Warsawlecord group 38, number93.
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Wirball was the superioraf h e L w - wWiten suspieions arose as to her identityiawastransferred

totheFr anci s camp IBa 1sd @ eSheobtaited anewaset of false pap@der the name of Maria

Wo § o s z bidebdcameparticularly fond of Sister Zofi@lszewskawho was in charge of the school. She
describes her asLidaméd aJewst girt ntrnet Urgzela Peipen whinm she describes as
ivery, mivteiryo Sleooking, with Avery d@Ukszwl avieishkéemnd
follows.) Towards the end of 1943, the nuns and children were transferred to Warsaw because of attacks on the
convent by Ukrainian nationalist§he orphanage vgaevacuated to Kostowiec in August 1944, during the

Warsaw UprisingL i d i a Oatsostinavedther mother perishe@ndLidia wasreunited witthim after the

war.**® (Gilbert, The Righteousp.56 57.)

In Turka, on the eve of the deportation of the Jawsigust 1942, Sister Jadwiga, a nun who was also the head nurse at
the local hospital, hid twelvgearold Lidia Kleimansicli n one of the cubicles of the me
as a broom closet. Lidia stayed hidden in the hospital for seweeks. Sister Jadwiga then took her to her own home
and taught her Christian prayers in preparation for pl
assumed name of Marysia Borowska. There she was put in the care of Sister Blanka jglBvisky §] owiskkeav
that she was Jewish. When a suspicion arose in the orphanage that Lidia might be Jewish, it was Sister Blanka who
obtained new false papers for her, with a new name, Mar
another orphanage, at t he c¢ onTurkahwhere tine MotheeSuperiot, $istegTeklao f L o n
Budnowska, was hiding many Jewish girls.

In the early autumn of 1943, after an attack by Ukrainian nationalists, Sister Budnowskaedepermission to
transfer her girls to Warsaw, and to establish an orphanage in an abandoned building in the former ghetto. In Warsaw,
she accepted yet more Jewish children. After the suppression of the Warsaw Uprising in August 1944 [which lasted until
October], the orphanage relocated to Kostowiec, fifteen miles spath of Warsaw.

Lidiads mother had been denounced to the Gestapo while
had been hidden by a Russian [Eastern] Orthodoegtriand survived. Father and daughter were reunited after
liberation.

Lidia Kleinman(Siciarz)wrote the following testimonial abober stayirGAo m@er esa Antonietta
ARatowady, chol za t o NaszDbzenniddarcls®) 2008 dnd MarchP1®,r2008) 2 and

When Sister Blanka Pi g § bwokaJht me to Gomna in 1942 | was 10 year
that | cannot recollect calmly to this day. Thanks to a group of generous persons who extended a helping laauad to me

many others, | survived the war. | feel a deep love and gratefulness for Mother Tekla [Budnowska], Sister Zofia and
Sister Blanka [Piggowska] for their assistance,cegoodnes
they were then my ffaily.

Sister Tekla Budnowska recalled those timearinnterview conducted idune 1984 (Kurekyly Life Is
Worth Yourspp.13941):

During the war | was mother superior of a home in Lomn
twentythree were Jewighone boy, the rest girls, for the orphanage was for girls. Only later did [lngete] boys.

Sometimes there was a note with the child saying that it was Jewish, but most of the time the children came to us with
birth certificates. Someofhe girl s said openly: | am a Jew. Others di
the way it stayed. For instance, Teresa B. She did not look Jewish; nothing betrayed her. One day an older [Jewish] girl
came to me, her name was Glancman, simel said:

iMoot her Superior, Teresa B. is a Jew. o0

isShe is no Jew,0 | replied. fABlue eyes, the nose and e
il tell you, Mother Superior, she is! I can feel it!o
The fact is thesehidren could somehow tell. For example, if some older Jewish girl was cleaning up, then the
younger Jewish girls were immediately drawn to her. Thi

Returning to Teresa B.: Teresa came to us when she was dl®r&inly, she had a [baptismal] certificate. As it
turned out later, she had not been baptized. However, she was receiving the sacraments all the time. She was a rather

148Oral history interview with Lidia Kleinman Siciarz, by Katie Davis, January 11, 2000, United States Holocaust Memeuiad,Mus
Washington, D.C
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pious, practicing Catholic. Only after the Warsaw Uprising in 1®4He had probably t&n some oathdid she turn to
an old nun and ask to be baptized. We baptized her in secret, so that nobody knew.
When the Germans would come, the Jewish children would be the first to go to the chapel, for they were afraid of
them. They had a certaindiéng, an instinct of seffreservation. They did not exhibit exceptional piety. They probably
just felt safe, and that was the reason for their normality, as far as matters of faith were concerned gréatpalins
so that the children would not lackif anything. When the children in Lomna went out, | always reminded the sisters to
make sure that no Germans or strangers were standing by the chapel
Once the following thing happened: The children were going out, everyone was looking at themgiaceliman
officer, who finally said to me:
iThere are a | ot of different faces in your group, Si ¢
Aiwhat else do you expect,o0 | answered him in Ger man.
di fferent mother and father.o
I gave him a look, and that was the end of that. The officer did not think any more of the matter.
| also remember the daughter of a doctor from Turka. He was needed by the Germans for something, so he was kept
alive and walked around with the Star of Dawuitls daughter [Lidia Kleinman] was being hidden by our sisters in

Lwow [Lw-w], but they feared keeping her, for she was
have many, so one more wonod6t make a difference. 0
The little girthadvery ong tresses, so | said to her: AYou have to

| cut off her tressefso that she would not be recognized en rougeld we found a birth certificate for her. A sister

went to St. Antoni 6s [ Arstgave meyadbhaplismabopiegistdr], andafteLatvomay t he pr

search she finally found a girl whose age coincided wi

certificate inthe name of . Mar i a Wo ,{ oane whilswasused aftee thar by the father of the child also.

Not one of the Jewish children we had was killed. The majority of our children are grateful, and maintain contact with
us.

We received children mostly from Warsaw. All the sisters at Lomna knew about thechdldish, but no one was
allowed to differentiate between the children, and no one did. At most, the children did so among themselves.

One day Sister Paulina arrived with some children, and a boy came over to me, and said:

il beg your Suapredroino,r ,MoSihsetrer Paulina has brought some
iThey are not Jews, but all are baptized children, so
We tried to create an atmosphere where the children would feel safe and. &fterr the Ukrainian attacks [ahe

conventin 1943, we left Lomna, and together with the children moved to Warsaw. In Warsaw we lived in a small place

on Wo l n al] gt Whotil the afising. All of us left Warsaw in August of 1944,

The children came from Warsaw in groups. There were Bituatvhere the [train] conductor, seeing our nuns with a

group of children, among which he could see Jewish children, closed the compartment and drew the curtains to assure

the safety of the sisters and children. These conductors were Polish, but oaga@maan conductor did this also.
After the uprising, we stayed for some time in Kostowiec, then in Wegrocia [?]; finally we found ourselves in Lublin

[Lubi e KEjawski.

Reclaiming Jewish children started as early as 1945. When someone called at the convent, they gave a name and

collected a chil d. But someti mes it was different. é

R- &Peipewasthe wife of a judge from Sambor who had been depaiteidg the Soviet occupation. After

the entry of the Germans in 194heturned to Rev. MichgZiajka, the pastor of th€atholic parish in

Sambor, who promised teer that he wouldare for her daughter Urszula (bami934). He placed Urszulain

the orphaage of the Franciscan Sisters of the Family of Magdmna, where she remained until thens

and childrerwere forced tdeave the arebecause of threats from Ukrainian nationgdattisansDuring her

stay there Rev. Ziajka provided Urszula with aitidnal food and clothing. When the orphanage was
evacuated, Urszula left and returned to the parish rectory but did not want to remain there because her presence
was well known. Rev. Ziajka arranged for her to stay in a shelter for children until tred afrihe Soviet

army. Rev. ZiajkkeptR: & Peipeiatthe rectory for several weeks when her cover became risky. She then
found cr)ltrger hideouts, the last one in the home of a Ukrainian woman who denounced her. She did not survive
the war.

149Testimony of Urszula Peiper, February 15, 194@hive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsavegordgroup 301, number
4721.
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Anna Henrietta Kretz (later DaniszewsKadrn in 1934was one of a dozen Jewish and three Gypsy children
sheltered by thEranciscarbisters of the Family of Mary in their orphanage in Saminoder theareof the

superior, Sister Celingdniela)K nd z i Af & & & . t tideodt witma Rolislbfamily vebetrayedby a

fellow Jew, miraculously Anna managed to run away from the German executboeiied her parents and

their Polish benefactarShe approached the orphanage with caution bepatts# the building was occupied

by Germansoldiers whausedthe courtyardas their field kitchenwhen she arrived at the orphan@gea

turned to Sister Celina wijlt Hotnhbe s éh awcer Blsaer nemB nss da@nsy ,n
uncle came to claim her after the war, Sister Celina, thensgriousll | , sai d to Anna on pa
a good person. 0 Those words flo®cbeel993)AarfaKrepenmedi mpr e s
the following testimoniall Ter esa Antoni etta Fr Ncek, iRafNasvagy, c
Dziennik,April 4, 2008)

In memory of the Sister superior and other Sisters who, risking their own lives and in those terrible conditions, cared for

me and other Jewish children and helpedhstil in usfaith in people which we could have lost forvtogether with

our lives. May the memory of their deed never fade, because by their deeds they shidwedtbea of oneds nei
could lead to the highefdrm ofgenerosity and heroism. | will never forget thidy | be worthy oft.

Sister CelinaAni el a) Wds deognzeds & Righteous Among Natiohyg Yad Vashem in 2015.

Sister Maria Sawicka, who worked at the orphanage in Sambor, recalled Anna Kretz and a number of other
Jewish children sheltered there, including Rysiek and UrszularPaipe had distinctly Jewish appearances,

and a girl named Marysfa®Jerzy Bandetborn in 1942, who was smuggled out of the Sambor ghetto in June
1943,was one ofeveral Jewish infantgoughtto theorphanagén Samborun by the Franciscan Sisters of

the Family of Manby MariaWach u § ksaecretargata localhigh schooland family friend Jerzywaswas

reunited with his father wh o was r escued dterthewak' JawaaShoshRphisavas a mi | vy ,
sheltered in the convent of tReanciscarsisters of the Family of Maryinw - w, wher e she went
of Janina Ryszarda Gl i Gska. SAfertweawashewasreuaiddwitther e b
her mother>

Mi na Deutsch (n®e Kimmel) recalled the assistance
received from many persons, includithgg Francisca®i st er s of the Family of Mal
Borszcz-w, where her husband had worMéedabsr StbheyG

Doctor s Memoi fToronfo: CMWHBessSI9®], m48.3a u s t

We used to hide from time to time in a nearby convent where the nuns were quite raceltasked us to come to them
when there was an urgent need. After being there for a day or two a few times, the Sister Superior suggested that we
leave our daughter with them é

Regina Kartyganer (later Maria Damaszek) was seven years old when her father entrust€dzherdog a w a
Kisiewlewicz (laterStyy ) , who | i ved i n Braia&iSleewiyz. With thelpermissionomot her
her father, Regina was baptized by a priest who was brought into the conspirgep\aded with a false

baptismal and birth certificata the name of Maria SzkolnickAfterwards, the Polish Welfare Committee

arranged for Regina to lpaced with the Franciscan Sisters of the Family of Mary in Podhajce, where she
residedn an orphanagender the care Sister Helena Chmielewshka supeor of the conventTowards the
endofthewat he nuns and their charges | eft Podhajeaced sand
mother house on Kurkowa Street. The¢ywe t hen evacuated to Stani NtKki |
before settling in Koperniki in SilesiAfter the war, Regina became a docldree of herescuers, apart from

0kurek,Dzi eci UydowsR27W@9. w kl asztorach,

BlTeresa Antonietta Fr Ncek, R & NaswBziennikApri 4 2008 fispontnieniagerzegpi §a S mi
Bandera, 0 Virtual Shtetl, I nt er nrl1865/16,ascbhuniingmories/42W Mwsgomniemia | . or g . p
jerzegebandera/>; Jerzy Bandédy ocaleni i inne opowiadani@Varsaw: Wydaw i ¢t wo Ksi NUOkowe | Bi-S, 2011)
Ga g Nz kDaz,i eecdi. ,Hol o cvaals.t u5 m-WeirNs.aw:, Stowarzyszenie fiDzieci Holo
2Teresa Antonietta Fr Ncek, fRa,NaswBzignnikiprdh 8008.za to grozi ga Smi



the priest, were recognized by Yad Vashem in 2614.

The Sisters Servants dfeMost Sacred Heartf JesugSiostry S § u UeManji Swi it szego Serca J
popularly referred to &8iostry Secankjopened hei r or phanage aofalfaifhs Aznmomgy S1 t o
the nuns involved in the rescue mission were Sister E@ili@aMa § k o)wtlsekMather Superior, who

initiated the rescue, Sisteongina( Leokadi a JuSki ewicz) , Sister Ligor
(Rozalia Domicella Sidegko), ,wahoaas&ads tegponsiblelforthen s a (|
Jewish tildren The latter foununswere recognized by Yad Vashem as Righteous Geriilseen Jewish

childrerd ten girls among them, Anna Rubin, Maria Reinh@ater Miriam Klein) Barbara Friedman, and

Fryda Einsiedler (lateFriedaStieglitz) **as well ashree boyd found sheltertherent i | t he ci tyés
in July 1944 whereupon they were turned over to the newly constituted Jewish com@liitildesn were often

received under dramatic circumstances, on occasion simply left at the gate of thagefister Alfonsa saw

to it that the children did not lack food or clothing, and often ventured out to collect alms in order to support

the young charge$he following account is recorded in Mordecai Paldible Path of the Righteous: Gentile
Rescuer®f Jews During the Holocau@tioboken, New Jersey: KTAV Publishing House, 1993), at pages

219 22.

Hedy Rosen (a fowyearold child in the summer of 1942) and her mother had wandered through the woods for two
years, seeking shelter from the fury of treziNFinal Solution. One day they arrived outside the walls of a convent in

PrzemySI in southern Poland. Panting for breath and on
eyes and told her qui et | y:urmaMeidladwvigaKezowska ardlyow areaeChristtm o m n o
Pole. 0o After repeating with her several verses of a Cat

disappeared behind a tree. Hedy stood there alone and wept. Her cries alerted thewhmopened the gates and
fetched the child inside. There she stayed for two full years. She was the first Jewish child to be admitted. Twelve others
followed in her wake.

St . Josephdés Heart was a childrenos] mil9d Sistea flfensavi t h ma
(Eugenia WNsowska) was sent from Cracow to the PrzemySI
thefotys even orphaned Catholic children. Wi th theericapproval

decided to give shelter to Jewish children; she then suddenly took ill and expired. When her successor in turn fell ill,
Sister Alfonsa was made responsible for the AJewi sh Sec
ofthireen Jewi sh children (ten girls and three boys) were s
1944,

PrzemySI had a Jewish population of 20,000 at the star
250 Jews had survived the Nazi terror.

Hedyb6s mother had in the meanti me f ound osasionkrougit a near
food to the orphanage for her daughteroés sake. il was
Hedy, ifor fear of the other children. I had to disrega
the children and the orphanage as well. Various tactics
comes to the convent and asks a boy what he wants to b
rel at es, aktideichildren to@hieh atormg avith Polish children, not because we were trying to make them

Catholics but just so nobody would suspect they were J;i

Sister Alfonsa was committed, soul and heart, to her charges. She saw to it that the childreradiki food or
clothing during those years of dearth and want for the local population. Not able to repress the severe traumatic

153 polska Agencja Prasowdll o wi  Spr awi e d| i vNasz dZenniktbvehizer 9%o2014fwe roe sa Antoni et t a F
fiRat owagdgy, chol 2z a4 NaszDrenrokdrch 29280mi er | , 0 Part

141 Obi e tPao nfolkec zPyo,l ak - wowb ki BEjidna SR el §opafRwsezsczz-ywknilen sit9y3t9ut Pami fic
Komi sja $cigania Zbrodni p 1,737, 80&. .¢rydd Bnsiedkbrqlatér Fidtla $tisghtz), ebaomun 200 8
1933, received a great deal of assistance from Palishfher s in the vicinity of her village of
arrived at the convent in PrzemySI approxi mately foimg months
Avery kindo and s teahildret werehtaught religidn,tthe awnsgydid nat force thte Bewish children to become
Catholics. See thestimony ofFryda EinsiedlerFebruary 15, 194@rchive of the Jewish Historical Institute (Warsavgc¢ord

group 301, numbet348; testimony of Friga StieglitzShoah Foundation Institute Visual History Archilzmiversity of Southern

California, Interview code 2394%5ee alsdsrael Gutman, edThe Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Nations: Rescuers of
Jewsduring the HolocaustSupplementaryolumes (2002005),volume Il (Jeusalem: Yad Vashem, 20), 576 (this entry states,

mistakenly, that Fryda Einsiedler remained at the home of Maria Korzystko until liberation).
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experience which had preceded their placement in the orphanage, the Jewish children were prone to sudden bursts of

hystericalve e pi ng. @A Someti mes at mealtime a child would cry a
Miriam Klein remembers some of the children screaming &
how to calm us. Sleeping with usthe small room she was alert to every noise and often got up at night to place an
additional bl anket on the frightened children. o

| mmedi ately upon the citybd6s |iberation, Sister Al fonsa
Committee in PrzemySl and promptly turned them over. A

Alfonsa emphasized. In one case, a father who was a shoemaker, made a pair of new shoes for Sister Alfonsa as a sign of
his appreciation.

€ Rcalling her stay at the orphanag
relaxation, and there | discovered t

e, Miriam Klein re
he best and most b

The account oMiriam Klein (Maria Reinharz, born in 193%f o u n d igtatsakiEwick] Harmonica:
Jews Relate How Poles Saved Them from the Holofa(@saw: Polska Agencja Informacyjna, 2001), at
pages 190198,

My father was very well liked among the Polish population, he belonged to the Polish Socialist Party (PP8J)asvhich
valued in the Polish intellectual community, and he also was on good terms with Kedyw [the diversionary command of
the Polish Home Army] é

¢ he tried to find another place of shelterzeniyoSl ,mei]n.
Mi cki ewicza Street, where they also ran an orphanage. (
Mother Superior of the convent, who was a descendant of the Czartérgskis t er Emi | i a Magkowska.
brought up thesubject in a conversation and stated that she was going to rescue Jewish children. There were already
Jewish children at the convenfi{Vohyhalt satdftbemtPtzemygyBbbt
convent. Then my father took me ugh® attic where there was a small windbtinere was an operation taking place

right then. They [the Germans] were catching children a
these children by the legs and smashing their heads adghewalls. | saw how they were burning dead bodies mixed
up with |iving ones and | ayers of wood. They set fire t
what, but the whole town was saturated with the smell afterwards and tewnaitedthe ashes fly in the air. What else
did | see? People hanged with dogs. é So my father said
I f you donét go to the convent, the same wil/ happen t

So | went, thank God | went.was a bandage for my soul. A soothing compress. Something wonderful.
The nuns occupied a tegtorey building. There were six of them, the best nuns in the world. Conditions were the pits,
but the nuns were the best in the world. One of them [Siktersa] begged for food for us, going from house to house.

The Polish woman who took me out of the ghetto brought
There were fourteen Jewish children i n,diryeitful,flees 6 or ph
ridden, sickly, whose parents had been killed, among ot

There were, for example, girls there who had had their stomachs cut open. They were no different to us, tiresJewish g
They had the same scarkmbking eyes. We all looked the same. When | arrived with Mrs. Kazia, | was introduced to the
Mot her Superior. Later Sister Magkowskads ha&shedied.coul d n
But that wadater. Then the nuns introduced me to Hania, a Jewish girl who had been there for some time. | knew who
she was because she was the daughter of a friend of my
before in my | iefre. th®hdwiNMerty sisg 6wl he said, 6éand where
nursery.=®o6

When we got down to the toilet, we hugged, kissed each other and burst into tears. Then other girls joined in too:
Zosia, Basia, and others. In this setway, a getogether took place, so that nobody would suspect that we knew each
other . &

There were three circumcised boys among us. One of them was a toddler. We took great care that nobody saw us
changing his nappies, that was why either the nuisbre ol der Jewi sh girls did it. &

Once the Ukrainian police, who were-operating with the Germans, occupied the first floor of our hdwse were
terrified. &

I had never had anything to do with Christianity. My father was a member of the PPSlewama traditional Jew

When | came to the convent, I didnét know how to pray
told me to kneel down. I objected. 61 06m Jewisomlityd | sai
for.d Then Sister Jakuba suggested that | kneel at the
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so that it would just seem like | was praying. | pretended like that for a month or more. But | was never punished; | never
hearda bad word, or any antsemitic allusion$>®> On the contrary, it was | who asked questions; | was too clever by
half. | wanted to know what God was like, why he treated us in this way.
They were patient. They were good. Whenever they had a crumtadbesfir sometimes the priest brought a piece of
cakét hey gave it to us. | kept hearing, 6Marysia, open v
The nuns took us under their protection and clasped us to their breasts. | remember them all: Sister Ligoria Grenda,
Sister Bernarda, Sister Longina, Sister Jakuba and Sister Le@kagieobationer nun who only took her vows after the

war, because it was not possible during the war. And a
So, itis hard to say when the process of conversion begdey the influence of their personal example, their love.

After a certain time, | decided that | wanted to be <ch
back to them; faith is not some sort of pendulum.

Then PrzemySl was bombed. | knelt before the priest an
6l f a bomb | ands here, youdl|l be christened. 6

No bomb fell.

When the liberation came in 1944, | did not want to return to mgrgar The nuns reminded me that amongst the Ten
Commandments there was also this one: Honour thy fathei
parents,d® they repeated. And of c¢ our schurchforanasd, mpfather want t
woul d beat me. | went about with a swollen face. |t wa.
| was very happy in Poland, | studied, | played the piano. | was the only Jew in the class, everything was working out
wonderfullye x cept that when there was a retreat, my parents v

sacraments. | waged war with my father for four years about the Church. But | never gave up hope.
Then in 1948 we moved to Sweden

The accountsf the nuns themselvésSister Bernarda, Sister Ligoria and Sister Alfésae found in John J.
Hartman and Jacek Krochmal, edsReme mber Every Dayé: The Fates of t
WorldWarll( Pr zemy Sl : Towarzystwo Przyjaci-g§ Nauk w Prze
Reconciliation Inc., 2002), at pages 218. The account of Hedyadwiga)Rosen § ®Taigendhalf}is also

foundthere at pages 163%4.

Account of Hedy Rosen:

I was bornin Craco Kr a ln-1986. When the war broke out in 1939 and the Germans captuaedmy father
was i mmedi ately taken away €é No oneeekaggnws where he was

My mother and | fled and went to Katowice and then to various towns. We lived for almost two years in the
countrysidé® in dog kennels and horse stables with barely enough to eat. By this time my mother managed to get
AAryano p a pdenotook Jeawsh. Isdid ok dewish and so she had trouble getting papers for me. We went
from town to town until we came to PrzemySI

My mother heard about a convent there that was taking Jewish children to save them from the Germans. My mother
was dessed in peasant clothes and left me at the St. Joseph orphanage run by nuns from the order of the Sisters of the
Sacred Heart. My mother instructed me to say that my aunt from another city could not take care of me and that my
parents were lost. The Moth8uperior accepted this story and for along time the nuns did not know that | was Jewish. |
was the first Jewish child they took and after me they took more until there were about thirteen Jewish children

The Mother Superior was Sister Amelia[EmilMp § k ows ka and the orphanage was at
was Sister Ligoria, and Sister Bernarda. Sister Alfonsa was a third nun who left the order [after the war] and moved to
Australia and married a Jewish man.

The nuns did not try to conve.urhere was one girl, Hania, who refused to go with her uncle from the United States
after the war. She remained with the nuns and was eveni

155 50me accounts go out of their way to claim that priests and nuns in fretiled anti Semitism or antdewish teachings in their
Jewish charges. One can also encouiteitar chargein accounts from other countries. For exampligle Lazanowski Zaveduk,
whose mother arranged through an underground agency to place ter aigter with a widow in the small village of Brou near

Chartres, recalled visiting the Catholic church daily and attending Mass every Sunday and.liblidays c hur ch we | ear ne
Jews killed Jesus, and they were bad peopleSh e st antteesx,t ionf thheer croeuni on with her mothe
raised as Catholics, we had been taught that Jews pkirlelnegd 6J e s u

reaction to our Catholic training musthave beeneesp al | y after t he pr iSeelaibetSaphierfog dd.,pai d f o
Out of Chaos: Hidden Children Remember the Holocérsanston, lllinois: Northwestern University Press, 2013), 302
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Many of the children like myself went to Israel andéhbved there. Miriam, my friend in the orphanage, is a neighbour
in Israel to this day.

I remember a time when German soldiers came to stay in
day a woman wanted to take him with her whenlsft with the German soldiers. One of the nuns rescued him. He was
circumcised and would have been discovered. Interestingly, he could only ask two of the older Jewish girls to change his
diaper so that no one would discover that he was circumcised h®antee knew this even though he was only two or

three years ol d. &
During this time my mother remained in the area as a Polish peasant woman. She brought food to the orphanage for
the nuns and for the children. | was in the orphanage in 1943 and 1944 u4n t he Russi ans | i bera

mother left for Budapest, Hungary. | was very sick. | had pneumonia and rickets. | was in a hospital for about six months

but survived these ilinesses.

We made our way to Australia and then to Israel. &
Thelt | e boy StaS whose | ast name was Korn |ives now in
PrzemyS]I

Testimony of Sister Bernarda:

|l was in PrzemySl three or four years, 194Wehadnolrd 45. I
orphanage thirteen Jewish children and about forty Polish children. It was located at 80 Mickiewicza Street. It was
across the street from a church and we could see the altar from our windows. Before this we had an orphanage that was
destroye by a bomb. The City gave us this building which had been previously owned by Jews who had been forced into
the Ghetto. This was a twatorey home in disrepair. We conducted also a preschool and there were rooms for games

and play.

Sister EmiliaJ - zMd @k owska was the Mother Superior of our orde
women delivered some of the Jewish children. | did not know her. Sister Superior did not tell us any particulars in order
not to endanger us with this knowledge. Te#ss we knew the better. But | knew that some of the boys were circumcised
and from the shooting in town | knew we had Jewish children.

Conditions were very hard at this time. We had little food and there was terrible hunger. We scraped the ihettom of t
barrel for any remnants of marmalade for the children. The Germans were right next door, behind the wall, and we all
lived in fear that they would discover the Jewish children. These children were very afraid of the Germans. One little
boy, Edek, sleppi t h me i n my bed and in the middle of the night
shoot me! 0

One child was named Hania and she was twelve. Before she came to us she was hiding in a chimney. She was terribly
malnourished. Her parents whived in Zasanie had been shot by the Germans.

My job in the orphanage was to wash laundry and scrub floors. | would dress the children in clean underwear and
they would get it dirty very quickly. | was sixteen years old and so the children dichfideda me too much. There
was a lot of work just to keep the children clothed. | patched and sewed and picked lice off the children. My own clothing
I made into clothing for the children. There was little food. We made sugar from red beets. Bread wagitmad
sawdust. We had no coal to heat the house. We bathed four or five children in the same water. We did not know any last
names. There was Bronek, Julek, etc. Maybe Sister Superior knew the last names. We knitted sweaters and sold them for
food. Weknit ed until two ob6bclock in the morning. Five childr
no vitamins. The children were hungry and we filled them with potatoes.

There was a Mr. Walczak who would buy wounded horses and give us meat &ne ¢hildren ate soup made from
beets and horse fat. We would go on quests for food. | was not used to this from my upbringing but we would go out to
collect money for the children. The children did not starve and no one died of hunger. They didldatdheto lack
of vitamins and sufficient clothing. You could not keep them on a leash. They would run around in the garden and play.

The children were dirty and brought lice with them in their clothing. Most had scabies. The wounds were very deep in
their skin and the wounds festered and as they hardened they would scratch because ititched them a lot. Eventually | got
a recipe for a salve. | had to get some grey stone crystals, grind them up and | mixed it with horse fat and sulphur which
became a dse. | applied it twice and the itching went away. If someone knew what | had done | would have gone to jail.

Their skin was so delicate. It all ended well. One had to stand on her head to do what one could for these children. None
of the children died ando one was discovered by the Germans.

There was a Polish or gani z adtMaiol WelfardRGeucil] it Ras dakled, Bidthelpeda Op i e
us quite a bit especially near the end of the war. There was also a man who would bring us money, medicine, and
clothing. | did not know whodwas. We grew some vegetables and fruit in our garden but conditions were very tough.

We did not christen the children. Because we had some Ukrainian and Polish children, the Jewish children went to
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church. | gave Maria the key to the church acrosstheet and showed her the place she and the other Jewish children
should hide if the Germans came to the orphanage in search of Jewish children. It was in a secret place in the altar
where the holy relics were kept. The children were-twaihed and woud not say anything unnecessary, and if they
were awakened in the night by the Germans they would still do very well. How much terror these children experienced!
Fear, hard work, this was our reward. We had no employment possibilities. Our work waslfordfad we made
sacrifices for the sake of the children. Our aim was to save human beings. We did not do it for compensation. After all
the Jews had nothing. They were begging for food, begging to live.

After the war, the children went in differentelitions. Some were picked up by relatives and friends. Most went to
Israel. Hania did not want to go with relatives. She wanted to convert to Catholicism. She eventually did, married, and

lives in PrzemySIl. | <corr es pniscedbow thewarveraselgomorhe streesesafec hi | d
gone and it is very hard to return to them. For them these years were hell, they suffered very much. Maria was constantly
praying, fAPlease, God, | et my par e iutthe priestiwould notagneedas not b e

she was only 14 years old. Eventually she did convert after the war.

The youngest child was Stasiu and he was only two and a half. His name now is Gabriel Koren and he lives in Israel.
Whenever | would wash him he wawmhove his bowels on the floor. The memories of this time have been paid for in
nervousness, bad health, and bombings. The children were very aware of what was happening. Stasiu had a game in
which he would throw his hat in the air and when itcamedownbeu | d yel | , ABomb! o

We did our best not to scare the children. They were scared enough and so were we.

Testimony of Sister Ligoria:

| stayed in PrzemySl from the winter of 1943 til!] 1956.
Volhynia [fleeing massacres by Ukrainian nationalists] started coming. The Germans would bring adults and very many
children. All of thenwe r e put in the camp at Bako® zyce in PrzemysS$S
Mot her Superior Emilia Magkowska, a great child | over a
arranged a house in Mickiewicza Street, oppositetheaa ch at Bgdgoni e. It was a very pr
The RGO would take children out of the camp and put them in our shelter. At first, no one had even considered
admitting Jewish children. The kids were mostly Polish. A lot of them dithowattheir own names. They were sad and
apathetic. No wonder, some had witnessed the death of their parents.

We were terribly poor, even though the RGO did their best to help. At least the children did not cry of hunger. After
some time also Jewish athien started appearing. Those cases were handled by Mother Superior only. She did not let us

in on the secret for safety reasons. There was al ways
one name. It was Mrs Romankiewicz, who livearthe Ghetto. Some children came to us by themselves. Among them
was a small, eighteemontho | d boy. The childrends surnames were char

anybody knew anything about their background, it was Mother Superior. Shotgetrid of any similarities. We only
knew about some of those Jewish children, not all of them. It was Providence that saved them, not us. It was so very
dangerous. The house, the backyard, the garden could be seed easiyever locked the children.up

We kept about thirteen Jewish kids, boys and girls. | was tihetyeeen for the RGO and the orphanage. My job was
catering. | used to go to the Town Council where one could always get something by begging.

The one who took more care of the chitdveas sister Bernarda. She did what she could: she would sew and change
the clothes from her own outfit. The children from the camp were in a terrible hygienic condition, some of them were
injured. We had to help one another as there were only a few fif@sisters and thirty children. Of course, | also

|l ooked after the kids. | remember very well carrying |I|i
He was the youngest one. | coul dn 6t haveahe olasest cantact withm wh e n
Marynia, Maria Klein (Miriam). She writes to me in Polish. After the war | used to receive many letters, some

Achildrendo visited me in Cracow with their parents. I

October 199 M.P] Only with Marysia, always twice a year. And
was nothing but the great Divine Providence over those
we didnodét save you. O

One day, aar full of men stopped opposite our house. They got out and looked at the building. | was afraid that they

had discovered somebody and were going to enter the orphanage any minute. | was scared! Sister Superior was already

very ill atthattime (shedieco 12. 04. 1944). | <couldndét even pray. Sudd
I dondét really know what they were after, but it was a
Our house was never searched by the Gestapo. There was one more orphanager zemy SI1 , run by th

Order of Providence [in Zasanie]. We learned that somebody had given them away. The Germans went there and
decided that the nuns had not known one of the kids was Jewish. They took the child away and that was it.
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In our house a group of military officers occupied one or two apartments. They were not German, they were soldiers of

some other nationality. Somebody told me that our child
tohimverymuctSt aS was circumcised and he would often pee in
miracle? Just think if they had started changing his clothes!

Those medal s, awards, they shoul dndt bes. It ivasHis great 't wa
protection, Divine Providence. | am positive about it.

Our children were, among others, Marysia, two Jadzi as,

account is from October 1968M.P ] Ah, yes, there was also Zoslaemember, when | went to the RGO one day, there
came a thirteetyear-old girl and asked to be taken under protection. The president of the RGO asked me:

AWill you take her, sister?o

Awell, yes, | will.o

And Zosia, the Jewish girl, came with.me

We tried to organize their time. There were different age groups. The eldest child was fourteen. They were all very
apathetic. Well, they had been through terrible things
ahead. We tried tkeep them busy, to prevent them from thinking. We organized physical exercise for them. They would
go to church with us and learn to pray. Sister Bernarda used to make them stand at the back of the church for other
children not t o shewtopgray.dheyléamedywithdiined Théytwerd verg worried when the front

was approaching. The ol der girls asked to be baptized,
church was heaven and rescue, while being Jewish meaGteghe mans and deat h. o Such were
At the end, when parents and families started collecti
his arms and sciTgdrhad GimTyi He Giemat Sister Longina who
very much. Thechilegrn used to call us fAmateczki o (mothers), hence
Apart from Sister Longina, Sister Bernarda and myself,

Sister Jakuba. And, of course, our Mother Superior, Sister Emilia from Warsaw, amgbodble person, mother of the
orphans.

Testimony of Sister Alfonsa:

I was born in Wigr - -w, Pol and. My father was a far mer. I
butchering, and he often did business with Jewish people. Jewsfiarén our home.
When | was thirteen | was badly hurt in a farm accident and was in a coma. My father promised Go that if | lived he
would give me to the Catholic Church. I recovered and in June of 1939, my father kept his promise and | became a nun.
In August | joined the convent of the Sisters of the Sacred Heart and took the name Sister Alfonsa.

MotherSuperior,ErpiIiaM@kowska, thought 1 would do well with chilc
in PrzemySI. We had about forty <children, ages two to
decided we should save the Jewish children. €

One daya little girl came to the orphanage crying. She said her name was Maria and that she was Catholic. | saw a
couple in the woods some distance away. | suspected they were Jewish and | felt we had to save these children. Soon
more children came. The parentsre preparing to go to the death camps and wanted their children to survive. Each
child had a Polish name and some knew some prayers. We treated them as Catholics so as not to arouse the suspicions
of the other children or the Polish people who visitezldilphanage. We knew we were risking our lives because we
knew the Germans killed people who helped Jews, but what kind of Christians would we be if we put our own safety
first?

We had to makdo in terrible conditions. | was very young myself, a teendgut | had to learn how to nurse and
how to make clothes. | made medicine out of foxglove and made valerian herbal tea to relax the children. We could
never risk calling a doctor because two of the Jewish boys were circumcised. Maria contracted pmeumchovas
close to death. | applied leeches and finally she opened her eyes and recovered.

Most of the time the children were quiet and nervous. They cried at night about missing their parents. We had no news
of them, of course. Sometimes a child atealmime would cry and throw food on the floor. We used psychology and
acted as if nothing had happened, talking to the child gently until he felt better.

We told one of the Jewish boys who wanted to be a rabbi that if a stranger comes to the cahasks armat he
wants to be when he grows up, he should say a priest. We took the Jewish children to church not to convert them but so
that no one would know they were Jews. The Germans did come but they found nothing suspicious.

We had no heat, no toike and food was very scarce. We had to go out begging or scavenging for food. We cooked
l ollies which we exchanged with Ukrainian farmers for
could not go. Once | went to the big German armyphakto ask for sauerkraut which was good for the treatment of
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worms. The German officers called me names and insulted me. | told them | was working only for God. | left without
anything. A little while later a German soldier brought a huge barrel ofrkaaet to the orphanage. We had enough to
share with other orphanages and poor people.

In 1944 we were |iberated by the Red Army. é I n one ca
find words to thank us. The father who was a shéemaade me a pair of shoes to show his appreciation. The other
Jewish children | took to the Jewish Orphanage that was set up by the surviving Jewish community. Most of the children
went to Israel

Gutman and Bendefhe Encyclopedia of the Righteousohg the Nationsjolume 5:Poland,Part 2, at page
852, provides the following additional information:

The nunsd rescue operation began one day in July 1942,
convent gate. Because Aktionen aedpdor t ati ons from the Przemys]| [ PrzemySI
additional Jewish children were taken to the condesgveral directly by their parents, some by Catholibgbveens

such as Kazika Romankiewicz, and others placed at the coemteahce with a note attached to their clothing. As

devout Catholics, the nuns rescued the Jewish children even though they were aware of the personal risk. The children
received devoted and loving care and the nuns kept them fed and clothed despite dielsprivation at the convent.

As part of the nunsd precautions, the Jewish youngste
unhesitatingly begged and solicited donations for the convent children. Notably, the four nuns [awarded by Y
Vashem] had no missionary motive in their rescue effort and never attempted to convert the young wards. In November
1944, after Przemysl| was liberated, the nuns at their own initiative delivered the 13 Jewish children whom they had
saved to the JewishoBhmittee that had been established in the town.

Julian Ostrowskwasfound woundedby aCatholicpriestnear railway trackand eventually made his was to
the social ser vildeavas themgpacddnywith the SBterg SemantS of the Most Sacred
Heart of JesudVhen he ventured out of the convenie dayhis Semiticappearancdrewthe attention of
Germarofficialsso hewas transferred to an orphandgeboysin Przemys lunby the SalesiaBociety Julian
recalled that the Germanacecame to the institution looking for Jewish boys, of whom there were several.
They were accompanied by a Jew dressed asestprirortunately, thboys passed the religiotest he
administeredo them"®®

Seven Jewwere shelteretly the Felician Siste(&ranciscan Sisters of St. Felix of Cantalagher convent

of St. Hedwig § wladwigas kg on Waygar t [|Suhderghe tareidime nithersupemior; S
SisterMaria Honorata (Irena BielawskdJhe charges includetibraham and Ela Wajtman @itmar) and

their son JakutMr. and Mrs. Poler (Fullerand 4yearold Lila Rosenthaflater Lea Fried}>’ The Felician

Sistes also gave shelter & least one dozen Jedvemong thenthe teenagers Bilha Wajtmawéitmar) and

Helena and Maria Poler, seven other children and two wéraéther convent oBlessed Angela of Folgino

on Szczytowa Streétn P r ,avieiahn w&S Linder the care 8ister Maria Klara (Aniela Kotowska)® The
rescue efforts of these two nuns, who were recogni
described in Gutman and Bendehe Encyclopedia of the Rightedusiong the Nationsolume 4:Poland,

Part 1, at page 89.

I n October 1942, Bozena ZI| amWeitnfa@fabily (lather EbjahamaniptherBlae | p e d  t
son Jakub, and daughter Bilha) escape from the ghetto in Przgn®¥sl z e ang fdshelter on the Aryan side of

town. Bozena contacted two Polish niidmiela Kotowska (Sister Klara) and Irena Bielawska (Sister Honabedayl

asked them to help rescue a Jewish family. Both nuns, each from a different convent in Przemysl, agreee to hide th
Wittmans][The parents stayed in a cdike room, whereas the two children, born in 1936 and 1939, were in separate

6 Kurek,Dzi eci UOUydows,Re4e w kl asztorach

157 NahumBogner,At the Mercy of Strangers: The Rescue of Jewish Children with Assumed Identities in(Petasalem: Yad

Vashem, 2009), 4T;,eah Blumenkrantrid, Rikud hasimhah vehad e t (dghamehaGet aGot ] : -Bet afiohamel Braac
Be-yahad, 200p Lea (Lila) Fried/Rosenthal/Blumenkrantz was given doyener motheto her good friend) a n i n a, aftdteoheri g a

of~the Akti,ons in Tarn-w. After sheltering the chidnentf or a pe
8EIObi et a RNczy &md elsg®Rre sWiuti mwgi d2ws in thid9Rbedz Peol Regi oatiufn N
na RzeszowszczyMa( Rzeskatwwachni9gdut ,B&IBM. Nci Narodowej, 2011)
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locationsM.P]Abr aham Wi ttman | ater wrote about Kotowska that
her goodness and compasstowards hefdozen Jewishijvards.[When he no longer had enough money to pay for

food and board, his fears were stilled by SibDgringghe Kl ar a:
war, Bielawska (Sister Honorata) also hid a Jéawisuple named Fuller as well as a fiyearold Jewish girl called

Lila Rosenthal (later Lea Fried). Both nuns acted without reward, receiving only small sums of money from their
charges that covered the cost of their food. After the war, the Wittmags&edito Sweden. The fate of the Fuller

coupleisunknowri. The Ful l ers or Polers rBMMmpined in PrzemySI afi
Gerta Zilber (later Magdalena Orner) from Lw-w, p a
children sheltered in a Feli an convent in PrzemySI . She arrived

previously with two Polish womeft?

The Carmelite Sisters of the Infant Jesus sheltered a number of Jewish children in the orphanage they opened

for homeless children in Sosnowigaring the war. Their help was widely known among the local population.

One of the Jewish children and her grandmother h
Zawadzkj the pastoo f B fi°*UThd superior, Mother Teresa of St. Joseph (Janinaekr o c i Es k a ) , |
awarded by Yad Vashem posthumously in 1992. (Gutman and BémaeEncyclopedia of the Righteous

Among the Nationsjolume 4:Poland,Part 1, pp.34647.)

Mother Teresal ani na Ki eroci nska [ Ki er oci Esté&Sisiers @oaventimtbettdveaf super
Sosnowiec. On her orders and instructions, some local Jews were hidden in the convent. Among them were a Jewish

wo man, Pi nkus, and her granddaughter, who was HAchrister
convent unti |l the area was | iberated in January 1945,
liquidation of the Sosnowiec ghetto, stayed with the nuns until after the war, when her mother came to reclaim her. In

1943, a Jewishbabywa br ought to the convent from the town of Szy

orders, the nuns took care of the l|little baby, passing
only after the war that the child discoverdis Jewish origins. Mother Tereskanina also sheltered Andrzej
Siemi at kowsKki i [ Si emi Nt kowski], whose mother, a convert

Sosnowiec convent later remembered Mother Tedagsia as someone ofaeptional humanity whose love of mankind
was rooted in deep religious faith.

One of the Jewish charges, then a boy, recallieds pr awi ed !l i wa wSr-d Narod-w $wiat a
Batog, karmelitankN Dzieci NfkaRdemasvi agMajceeTeBasi @ okKi
Ggos Kaa 42006), Internet: <http://www.karmel.pl/rozmowy/rozmowa39.htlm>)

As a Jewish child | encountered exceptional care and protection. The Sisters created for us family conditions and took
care of us with the greatest opéieartednesslhiswas heroism! Their heroic attitude | attribute above all to Mother
Teresa.

The CarmeliteSisters of the Infant Jesssh el t er ed Mari a Leonia ntebgonkow
convent in Czerna nearkeszowicePreviously, she had been sheltered in Warsaw with the help of a number

of Poles. Shavas baptized clandestinely by Rev. Jan Zigj#pril 1944. She was woundeduding the
Warsi\l/\éluprising of August 1944. After the evacuation of Warsaw, shakessinto theare of the Carmelite

Sisters.

I'n KIimont - w, a s mal Bistar§cowm MaosteHaly NarSecohlesos mrider thezProtedtidn e
of the Virgin Mary Help of the FaithfySiostyNa j Swi it szego | mienia Jezus pod
Panny Ws p o mo Ulknawnemmdnlyas Siogtrg Imienia Jezus or Siostry Marytitielteredhree

159 Bogner, At the Mercy of Strangergidi 50, 162, 175, 281, 28ased on the testimony of Magdalena Orner, Yad Vashem

Archives, file 0.3/6745.

5 przechowywani e tyd: wJprzidéaz iMait kkii eTidd &8s koNtv { fwBBBa o Uyci el ki
Si -str Kar mel i tsanwe kS oDszn ceveci uN,t ok al nlteezrunet : <http://archidiecezj s
181 Marcin Gugulskifi Wi e | k a S oAprd 232011 Btdrdet: <http://gugulskim.salon24.pl/300753,wiei@botal944>;

HeraPol acy r at208¥cy tyd-w
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Jewish girls in their orphanagender the care of Sister Urszula (Maria Herm&wa Nisencwjg (later Eve
Bergstein, her 3yearold cousin, Lucy Nisencwajgnd from September 194R)aria Ropelewskéactually
Manya Stajnman laterMarion Staiman Weinzwejgorn in May 19402 Thenunsalso rescued Jewish
manwh o assumed t h'(Gotmanand Bendefha Bnsyklopedia of the Righteous Among
the Nationsyolume 5: Poland, Part 2, p.797.)

Wi ktoria and Stanislaw [Stanisgaw] Szumielewicz I|lived i
district during the war. Ithe summer of 1942, they sheltered Eva, theyféas-old daughter of prewar friends Moshe

and Hena Nisencwajg. The Szumielewiczes, who had moved to the area from Bydgoszcz upon the outbreak of the war,
introduced Eva as il wo n kateacher by professipnh Wiktazial pronidee Eva with anBe i n g
education. Some time afterwards, the Szumielewiczes al s
someone informed on them and the children were in danger, Wiktoria decided to mot@ttiecloister orphanage.

Janek did not go to the orphanage; instead he returned to his parents. A few days later, Lucy also ran away from the
cloister and jEoian ed ahyeerd fiaanmitlhye. o0& phanage i n Kistermat ow |
was bombed during an Allied [actualiyywas bombethy the Germans] air raid, Wiktoria located Eva and sheltered her

once more. After the liberation, the Szumielewiczes, along with Eva, returned to Bydgoszcz. There Eva was found by her
uncle HenrylNisencwajg and takento CracqwKr ak - &] I n 1947, Eva (Il ater Bergste
sister in Canada.

The same order of Sisters of the Holy Name of Jesu:
Sk ar Ckamidnma. Joanna Prggda(later Joan Kirstenyas entrusted to the orphanaga  Suc hsad ni - w
chid®l n 2013, Yad Vashem recognized Adela Rosol i EBske
Jankowska, Joannads car e g {Janlkowska Faily, THe Rightebus DatakaseA mo n g
Yad Vashem, Internethttp://db.yadvashem.org/righteous/family.html?language=en&itemld=10493Y186

Zdzi sgaw Przygoda and his wife, I rena (nee Mizne), live
oftheghett o, the Przygodas went to |Iive with Irenads parei
very dangerous to be in the ghetto with a baby, so they started looking for a way to escape to the Aryan side. They knew

amannamed RomanTak ows ki , and he helped them escape the ghett

The place Roman had arranged for them was -mimtetidee home
away from the center of Warsaw, in a sheltered wooded area. Two other women were already hiding there, one of whom
may have been Jewish, butibot wer e | inked to the resistance. The Przy:q
eventually joined the underground resistance; he was away most of the time but kept in touch with his wife and daughter.

One day in 1943, German soldiers came to thesbdooking for the hiding women. They drove them out and killed

them all, despite Maria Kaczy®ka throwing herself bet
behalf. They had been looking for resistance fighters and did know Irena wak JeEkis may be the rean that they
did not touch Kaczy@®ka herself, nor Ilittle Joanna. &

Zdzi sgaw heard that his wife had been murdered and rus
had happened and was playing wie saw her. i took her away and hid her in several consecutive places, including

the homesbétkereAbhdsja and her husband, Mieczysgaw Dorth
Order of the Most Holy Name of Jesus convent in Suched,]
TheMot her Superior of the convent was Sister Serafia Ac
Sister Kornelia Jankowska, to care for Joanna. The sisters knew that the child was Jewish, and while there were 75 other

childrenlivinginthecoomnt 6 s orphanage, Joanna was cared for separ af
Everyone loved Joanna at the conveshe was a pretty and intelligent child. She survived until the end of the war and
was collected from the conventin 194%sby acquai nt ance of her fatherds, who

was eventually reunited with his daughter.

162 Testimony 6 Marion Weinzweig, September 1997, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. In her Yad Vashem testimony,

Eva Bergstein (Nisencwaig) states that the nuns were not awa
handed over to the Germa by t he nuns. 0 See
<http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/righteous/stories/related/szumielewicz_testimenyhiclaim is untrue. Lucy would have had

no exposure to Catholic rituals before her arrival at the convent, and thus her true idesitityave been easy to detect. Moreover,

as mentioned, the nuns also rescued a Jewish man, which is inconsistent with this claim.

836K | i mo mMiirtuahShtetl,Internet: <ttp://www.sztetl.org.pl/en/article/klimontow/5, history/

1847 d zi s § aw, TieMWay yodeaetlanfToronto: Lugus, 199562, 65, 88
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Assistance was often unorganized and random. Krystyna Kalafaik recalls how, in April 1943, adeur-

yearold child fleeing from thghettq she was plucked off the streets of Warsaw and whisked to safety by a
nun, a stranger she met entirely by chance. She w
Mazowiecki, run by the Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul, where berurhJews, both adults and
children, wer e shedastEyawindssgs28&)l i wows k a,

| was born in Warsaw, but my autobiography actually begins the moment | stepped out of a sewer canal onto the Aryan

side during the uprising in the Warsaw &@to. Sister Julia Sosnowska, no longer alive today, a nun from a nearby order

on Nowolipie Street, was passing by near the canal. She spotted a little girl with dark hair and helped her get out of the
sewer. And that, indeed, was me. She decidedtohetbat r avel ed with me tgnabewcheédc
Mi EBsk Mazowi ecki . I n precisely this home [run by the S
hidden, | stayed until the end of the war. | supposedly had a small slip of paper with the name: Krystyna Olejnik, age 4. |
stayed there until October 1945.

SisterJulia Sosnowska, the nun who rescued Krystyna Ké&igmik, was recognized by Yad Vashem as a
Righteous GentilgGutman and Bendefhe Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Nati@hsime 5:
Poland,Part 2,p.741)

In April 1943, Julia Sosnowska, a nun, noticed a young child in a tattered and torn dress crawling out of the sewer near

the border of the Warsaw ghetto. Shocked by the spectacle, Julia picked up the girl, who was in a state of near
exhaustion, andyuided by Christian love, took her back to her room in the house that she shared with othdulizuns

learned that the foundling had tried to escape from the ghetto, but being too weak to stand had only managed to crawl

as far as the sewer opening. dulvashe the girl, fed her, and looked after her devotedly until October 1943, when she

pl aced her in an educational establishment in |l gnacow
district. The little girl, registered as Krystyna Olejnik in #igan papers that Sister Julia obtained for her, remained in

the institution until the area was liberated. After the war, she was officially adopted by a Polish family and stayed on in
Poland under the name of Krystyna Kalata.

Three Jewish teenagers framh e  Mi Es k Manerealsorescuédiat thee cameaent of the Sisters of
Charity of St. Vi nc e(Arita)odFreanddzk@ziagner(later ArgnsceocAhavonsol- r v d a
Irena Kuper (later Irit Romano), and Miriam Sékter Mirjam Saadig'®® Fryda Spigner (Aronson) states
that there were nine Jewish girls in total thlaé was aware of, as well as an elderly Jewish woman and a
Gypsy girl. Sister Marianna ReszkdSister Marcjanng)the superior, and Sister Joanna Mistera were
recognized byad Vashem aRighteous Gentilealthough the charges also recall thlkiess of other nuns

All fourteennuns were awaref the presence dewish children in the converats was the chaplaidewish

girls with marked Semitic looks had toled to béhidden from sight when the premises were inspected by the
German authoritie§'he conspiracglso extended to the lay staff at the orphanage which housed 150xchildre
(Gutman and Bendethe Encyclopedia of the Righteous Among the Natiohsnes 4 and:3?oland,Part 1,
pp.230 31; Part 2, p.668.)

[1] Jan Gawrych lived with his wife and their four children in a small house adjacenttothe Walka@z ns ka [ W- | k
Czarni GBGska] estate near the town of Stanisgaw-w, which
Jan Gawrych worked there as a forester . [&zpignerlattrd 42, wh
Aronson] escapedrbm the ghetto in Minsk Mazowiecki, which was about to be liquidated, she went straight to the

house of the Gawrychs, who did not hesitate to accept her unconditionally into their home. They treated her kindly, gave

her help, and told anyone who asked atiwer identity that she was a relative. In September 1942, the Stanislawow

ghetto was liquidated and its inhabitants were taken to the extermination camp in Treblinka. Threé @ hlaskiel

Paper, Tirza Zylberberg, and Moshe Arondascaped from the trapert and after wandering through fields and

villages arrived at the home of Jan and Aleksandra Gawrych, who at great risk took them in too and gave them food and

185 See also the testimony of Franciszka Aronson (Fryda/Frieda/Franign8gdater Aronson), Irit Romano (Irena Kuper), and
Miriam Sada irkurek, Your Life Is Worth Mingl71i 77, 191 97; KurekD z i e oviskiedwkldsztorach14i 20, 215 20, 226 27;
Bogner At the Mercy of Strangers0,90, 96, 15152, 156, 161, 17.7See also Irit R. [Romano] Holocaust Testimony (HY805)
Fortunoff Video Archive for Holocaust Testimonies, Yale University Library
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|l odging. é On March 8, 1943, after somebogchhomeTher med o
Jews hiding there tried to escape, but except for Szprihggrwere all shot to death. The Gawrych home was burned

down, Jan was arrested and transferred to the Gestapo in Minsk Mazowiecki, where he was tortured and murdered.
Szpringer manged to flee the massacre and after wandering through the neighboring villages found shelter in a convent

in lgnacow [l gnac:-w], where she remai nedundemhendmedofhe | i b
Frania Malinowska] After the war sb immigrated to Israel.

[2]InAugustl 942, during the |iquidation of the Minskd][ Mi Es k]
Irena Roman$n ®Kaiper], Frania Aronsorf n ® gigne]zand Miriam Sadé escaped. After wandering through the
area, the three reaenhed 9tn. thmnret hnoenayrobsy Cwinl | age of | gne

welcomed by Marianna Reszko, the mother superior. Although she realized they were Jewish refugees, Reszko took them
in and put them to work as kitchen hands and maids. Joanna Mistera vehounas also let in on the secret, looked

after them devotedly and watched out for their safety, especially when Germans visited the convent. The three Jewish
girls stayed in the convent until September 1944, when the area was liberated and afterithmigeated to Israel.

As a l4yearold girl, Franciszka(Frania)Ar on s o n , from a vil | sgnevedrbe ar Mi Q
wandeing from village to villagejncluding villages where she was knovegging for foodbeforeshe

arrived at theconvent in g a ¢ in ebruary 1943IrenaKuper (rit Romano) was about twelve years old

when she started to wander in the countryside near
orphan. Everyone who moved to a village had to be registered with tlge\nkadman and provide proper
documents. Aftethe farmer who employed éna learned fromother villagers thalrenawas Jewishshe

promised to bring him a document attesting to her ChristiaBitg. then approached an unknown priest in

Mi Es k Ma who issued bl & birth and baptismal certificate in the name of Irena KowdgNapkim

Bogner, At the Mercy of Strangers: The Rescue of Jewish Children with Assumed Identities in Poland
[Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 2008]96).

She returned to her native ciiyd in her despair asked the priest for a birth certificate, based on the names of her
supposedly Christian parents. After being unable to find the name in the church records, the priest evidently understood
the situation and told the girl to come back following day. When he returned, he gave her a birth certificate in the
name of a girl born out of wedlock. The peasant took the document to the village headman and came home happy and
cheerful. From that moment, he no longer considered Irit to be Jelistan illegitimate Catholic girl.

Franciszka (Frania) Aronson recalled Agival andstayat the conventih gnac - w i n an account
Kurek, Your Life Is Worth Mineat paged.71i 77.

It was February, 1943. | was dressed in a blouse witlitstieeves and my legs were bare. Suddenly an older woman
stopped me and asked where | was going. | told her that | was displaced and that | was looking for work.

AYoubre | ooking for work?0 she asked. ADo you have sor
AiNo, 0 leddanswer

Ailf you donét have documents then no one will take yol
ABut you know what? Do you see that church steeple? Tt
Maybe they wil/| take you i nr.aiWhe nt Niechuthidaiequbchdalohy detug c onv e

Chrystuy and kiss the nunds hand and ask her whatever you

I went off the main road and went to the convent. When | went inside, it was just like the woman said.

The mother superior, SisterMasch na, came out. | said, APraise the Lord.
name, where | was from, how old | was, and what kind of work | wanted to do. She said she was sorry but that diner was
already over, and there was only bread and milk & called the postulant, Regina, to take me to the kitchen and give
me something to eat.

In the kitchen | was given bread and milk. | ate. Then | was taken to the bathroom, where | was washed and given
clothes. They were not new clothes but they wkza@n, from one of the children, for there were 150 of them there.

Regina asked me what job | wanted to do and if | liked children. | replied that | liked them, so Regina led me to the so
called Abarn. o6 This was a sehidenstdyed bui |l ding in which o]

The work was not hafdsimply helping out with the children. One had to help them make their beds, wash their cups,
|l ay the table, etc. For some time | helped the teacher

Once, when | was still working with the children, | came down from the bedroom and saw that the courtyard was filled
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with German soldiers. Whenever | saw Germans | always felt that they were there for me. | continually thought that
someone would betray nrend t hat the Germans would take me away.
[Bronis@awa], the nun in charge of educatioméshad a room next to mine), and two other workers besides me. When |
heard this nun coming out of her room (one could not en
should | do?0

Atthetinre | st il | didndédt have my work permit but only a p
station. This police registration always worried me, for | feared shaneone would try to verify the false information
that | had given. | alway®ft that something bad could happen around the corner. At the time, there was aipoihd
Jews hiding in the woods.

So | asked Sister Bronislawa what | should do. The sister replied that she would go to the big house, to the mother

superior, becausehse di dndt know what to do. She opened the door.
AiHalt! Who is there?o

Sister Bronislawa came from the German border and spoke the language well; so she answered in German:

AA group of children 1ive &twogowrum |l aomd aviydume ama. & hr e
The Germans demanded documents, but when the sister sa
I came into the room they said that they had to take me
just now at the time of the rowugp of the Jews. Then | showed them my police registration and Sister Bronislawa
translated it, the result being that they said | didnot

Jews in the foreghat day.

The following day Sister Bronislawa came to me and stated that | had to go to MifEk][Mazowiecki to get myself
a work permit.

AiHow can | get a permit?o6 | asked. Al dono6t even have

Al will take care of everything at the office, 0 she r e

Everyone who applied for a work permit got it after two weekth M it took three months. When [ finally received
it, | felt relived. | stayed with the nuns until the liberation in 1944.

Throughout the entire time | was in the convent | was considered Polish.

The sisters never asked about anything. Even Sistee nna, t hough we were such good
know that | was a Jewess. They could only suspect it. In the convent, however, there was an old priest, who, every time |
went to confession, always mentioned something about Jews.

Obviousy, since | was in a convent, | went to confession. This priest was served by Jozka Mankozkska [J
Madkowska], and when she went to visit her family, | took her place. | brought him food and cleaned his room. One day

the priest askedgadarywhy | wasndét writi

AwWhy should I write a diary?0 | asked hi m.

fiBecause your | ife is more interesting than other peoy
| think that he knew who | really was.

I n the convent all the chil dirledhr ébre | cofn ghadr yt,00 tahned fieAvsesroyc

we had a meeting with this priest, wiaoight us and explained certain religious matters. At every one of these talks he
would add something about Jews. Not against Jews, but he always put in a word ofettteldelbvould say that it was
a great sin for someone not to confess to which religion he belongs and to accept holy communion without being

baptized. We sat and listenédr ka [ Kuper] was there too.é Afterwethat | e
were committing a sacrilege because both of us were Je)
told me that she was committing a sin because she was Jewish.

How could she not be afraid to tell me about it? After all, ifshedddtdd s omeone el seé. Il rka tol

that | was Jewish also, and that is why she told me about herself.
| remember one more incident. The day | came to the convent, Sister Bronislawa sent me to get coffee for breakfast.
Outside | met a teaeh | knew from Wolka Czerniejowska [actually, W& Czarn{®ka], Irena Cudna, who knew me
and my parents very well. | pretended not to see her. Through the entire time of my stay in the convent, she saw me
everyday; despite this, she did not tell anyone about me to the end of the war. Only after the liberatiertell her
family that Szpignerodés daughter had been staying at th
As far as | know there were ten Jewesses living at Ignficowg n a lo myagfoup there was a little girl, perhaps
four-yearsold, who did not know who she was.
She wagalled Marysia. | remember a game she played one day with the children. She placed all the chairs in a row
and sat the children down, after which she crawled unde
but hiding underneath it, shee p | i e d : AQuiet, Miss Frania! I f the Ger mar
When | asked her why she said that and from where she came, the girl told me her story. She told me that she was once
walking down a street in Warsaw with her aunt and when they catine doorway of her building, the aunt told her to
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remain on the street and if a policeman asked her any questions she was to say that she knew nothing. Marysia wound
up in the Boduen house [for foundlings, at which the Sisters of Charity worked], aridriaeaw. | told her not to tell

anyone what she had told me, but this was a child. é Sh
her. @

During the war one of the convent buil di negrbyJanowae A bar
[Jan- w] proposed that the nuns use one of their barracks. The children were without a roof over their heads, so the nuns
transported them to Janowa. Marysia did not go, howeve

looking fa the nuns to allow her to live among the Germans.
Aside from various inspectionsgtGermans would come to Ignacow for their walks, while the children cuddled next
to the nuns for they needed a mot her cereamatolgnamyfordi dnot
walk with his wife. Marysia was holding onto Sister Bronislawa. Then that German Wwdmas standing nearldy
pointed to Marysia and said to Sister Bronislawa: ATh
iwe have absolutel yhrosieswieshregipdili ®dhermaelegorically. @
She was lying, of course, for there was no way for her to know from where each child came
In any case, Marysia was kept hidden a lot, for she looked very Jewish.
Apparently so was another girl, the slightly older Marysia Kuczynska [K@E2ya] , who coul dndt go t
rest of the children because she also looked Semitic. The nuns brought over a teacher to the convent to teach Marysia.
In the convent there were fourteen nuns, the old priest, 150 children and 50 other penxapig,vehom were farm
handsand se al | e d o iwdmeerdwwhe wede hiding. When | went to work in the sewing room, | moved to the
bedroom of these ladies. Among them was an older woman named Maria Kowalska, who when she entered the chapel
seemed to speak tm@ Himself, she was so religious.
After the liberation | joined the army and worked in the army hospital in Lublin. One day a doctor, a Jew, asked me to
accompany his aunt from Szojadel [?]. You can imagine my surprise when | saw that the aunt ¢tdmyagdbe lady
from Ignacow, Maria Kowalska, the woman with whom | had slept in one room! When we finally reached Lublin, Maria
said to me: AFrania, |l et us go to church to say a pray
| found this very funny, fshe already knew that | was a Jew and that | knew she was a Jew,dooeah . é | 6 m
laughing at Maria now, but I myself had in the convent a pragiesk by the main altar, and every free moment | would
sit in the chapel and pray.
| came from a vergeligious Jewish family. Despite that, | believed in Jesus Christ. Because, firstly, a young person is
very susceptible. Secondly, being a convent will make a believer out of anyone! To be in those surroundings, a part of
that life, of that wonderful lifeThe nuns lived so nicely! It was a peaceful life.
Materially? The war was on and not much was expected. But everyone had enough.
| valued life in the convent above all because | knew how | had lived before. | knew that | lived well here, that | got
everything | needed. I d it.d had enbughgteedat, antkean ded ,and la kind Wword di dn o6t
everything | needed at the time, everything that a per:
In the convent | was very religious. | began to believe in Chrishwimat old woman on the road pointed the convent
out to me and had me go there.
| went off the road then, knelt and prayed to Christ to help me. That was the first time | prayed to Christ. | promised
Him that if they accepted me in the convent andiged the war, that would mean that he was the real God and |
would never leave Him. | did not keep my word, but through the entire time | was in the convent | prayed, went to
confession, took holy communéhdid everything, believing in it! | believed it!
After the war, | couldndét decide whether to be baptize
and all the people close to me were dead because they were Jewish. When | was older, | thought differently.

a
We

The Sisters of Chayi of St. Vincent de Paupopularly known in Polish aSiostry Szarytki maintained a

number of institutions in Warsaw where they extended help to J@mes.of the institutions where they

provided their servicewasthe Father Boduen Home fanfant foundings( Dom Magych Dzi eci
Gabriela Piotra Baudouina), located at 75 Nowogrodzka Street. The Father Boduen Home played an important

role during World War Il, providing shelter to hundreds of abandoned children. As many as 200 Jewish
children are believet have passed through the holtféMany of theJewish childrerstayed just temporarily

before being placed with Polish families or transferred to other institutions, usually comantngthose

of the Sisters of Charity of St. Vincentde PaulinkKéagyw and G- ra Kal waria outsi deé

186 Historian Joanna Wieliczk&zarkowa states that, in the early part of 1943, 57 Jewish girls and 66 boys were brought to the Father
Boduen HomeSee Joanna Wieliczkaz ar k owa , i Ni e whdsnDziennila(Magazgrifferciv 14115 ,@015
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